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From  the  Secretary  of  State  for   War  to  Lord  Kitchener. 

War  Office, 

18th  March,  1901. 

Please   send   by  next   mail   a  despatch   giving   fiili   report   on   refugee- 
camps  in  Cape  Colony  as  well  as  Orange  River  Colony  and  Transvaal. 
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TRANSVAAL. 


From  Lord  Kitchener  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Army  Head-quarters,  South  Africa, 
Sir,  Pretoria,  22nd  March,  1901. 

On  receipt  of  your  Cablegram  No.  382  of  18th  instant  asking  for  a  report  by 
this  mail  on  the  refugee  camps  in  Cape  Colony,  Orango  River  Colony,  and  the 
Transvaal,  I  sent  the  telegrams,  copies  of  which  are  enclosed,  from  which  you  will 
see  that  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  furnish  the  information  with  regard  to  camps  in 
Orange  River  Colony  and  Cape  Colony  by  this  mail. 

The  camps  in  the  Orange  River  Colony  are  run  on  practically  the  same  lines 
as  those  in  the  Transvaal,  regarding  which  a  full  report  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have,  &c., 

KITCHEIfER,  General. 

Commanding-in- Chief y  South  Africa. 


From  Lord  Kitchener  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  Johannesburg. 

(Telegram.) 

(No.  M  66.)  Pretoria,  19th  March,  1901. 

I  am  asked  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  give  details  of  treatment  in 
refugee  camps  in  Cape  Colony  as  well  as  here.  I  suppose  the  refugee  camps  in 
Cape  Colony  referred  to  must  be  those  women  at  Port  Elizabeth.  Do  you  know  of 
any  other,  and  who  do  you  think  would  give  me  the  best  information  ? 


From  High  Commissioner  to  Lord  Kitchener,  Pretoria. 

(Telegram.) 

(No.  S  106.)  Pretoria,  19th  March,  ll»01. 

Your  telegram  of  19th  March,  No.  M  65.  I  think  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  must  be  thinking  of  camps  at  Aliwal  North  and  NorvaFs  Pont  which,  though 
actually  situated  in  Cape  Colony,  are  really  Orange  Itiver  Colony  camps ;  Goold- 
Adams  would  know  all  about  these.  I  know  of  no  refugee  camps  in  Cape  Colony 
except  at  Port  Elizabeth  and  Kimberley ;  also,  I  think,  at  Mafeking,  but  of  this  -I 
am  not  sure.  Governor,  Cape,  would  be  in  best  position  to  procure  information 
about  all  these. 


From  Lord  Kitchener  to  his  Excellency ,  Governor,  Cape  .Colony. 

(Telegram.) 

(No.  K  3141.)  Pretoria,  20th  March,  1901. 

Secretary  of  State  asks  for  details  of  refugee  camps  in  Cape  Colony  as 
follows : — No.  382.  Please  send  by  next  mail  a  despatch  giving  full  report  on 
refugee  camps  in  Cape  Colony  as  well  as  Orange  River  and  Transvaal.  The 
camps  at  NorvaFs  Pont  and  Aliwal  North  are  administered  by  the  Orange  River 
Colony.  Would  you  kindly  give  me  the  information  required  about  Port  Elizabeth 
refugee  camp  and  any  others  administered  from  Cape  Town. 
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Military  Governor's  OflBce, 
Commander-in-Chief,  South  Africa,  Pretoria,  22nd  March,  1901. 

Herewith  I  beg  to  forward  a  report  on  the  Burgher  Refuge  Camps. 

Similar  reports  have  been  called  for  from  the  Deputy  Administrator,  Orange 
Eiver  Colony,  and  the  General  OflScer  Commanding,  Natal.  They  will  be  sent  you 
as  soon  as  received. 

Major  Goodwin's  report  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  consider  that  great  credit  is  due 
to  those  gentlemen  who  have  undertaken  the  superintendence  of  the  camps,  for  the 
efficient  way  that  they  have  carried  out  the  oi^anizatiou,  often  under  considerable 
difficulties.  Dr.  George  Turner,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Transvaal,  is  now 
engaged  in  a  tour  of  inspection.  All  his  suggestions  are  promptly  carried  out. 
1  have  personally  visited  such  camps  as  I  have  have  had  time  to,  and  have  found  the 
inmates  contented  and  in  the  main  anxious  to  make  the  best  of  things.  I  have 
opened  a  subscription  list  in  Pretoria  in  order  to  provide  necessaries  that  may  be 
required  and  which  are  not  easily  obtainable,  and  will  be  grateful  for  any  fiinda 
subscribed. 

J.  G,  MAXWELL,  Major-Generai, 

Military  Governor^  Pretoria. 


To  Major-General  Maxwell,  Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 

Sir,  Pretoria,  22nd  March,  1901. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your 
approval,  the  following  report  on  the  burgher  camps  established  in  the  Transvaal 
Colony. 

General. — The  staff,  approved  by  his  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner,  for 
the  management  of  these  camps  under  Civil  Administration,  left  Cape  Town  on  the 
night  of  1st  February,  arriving  in  Pretoria  7.30  p.m.,  5th  February ;  this  party 
consisted  of  one  chief  superintendent,  one  financial  controller,  11  camp  superin- 
tendents, 10  storekeepers,  one  doctor,  and  five  clerks. 

This  staff,  as  will  appear  from  perusal  of  detailed  reports  on  each  camp,  has 
since  been  augmented  to  meet  the  increased  requirements. 

On  6th  February  we  opened  the  head  office,  5^^  58,  Government  Buildings, 
Pretoria. 

On  the  8th  superintendents  and  storekeepers  had  been  provided  with  written 
instructions  (copy  of  which,  marked  A  and  B,  is  annexed). 

After  a  short  address  by  you,  impressing  on  them  the  importance  of  the  duties 
entrusted  to  them,  they  left  for  their  respective  destinations. 

Since  then  the  annexed  circular  letters,  marked  C  to  P  inclusive,  have  been 
sent,  at  dates  appearing  thereon,  from  this  office  to  each  superintendent. 

Prior  to  control  of  these  camps  being  assumed  by  civilians,  these  camps  were 
generally  speaking  under  direct  supervision  of  the  various  District  Commissioners, 
who  had  appointed  subordinates,  drawn  mostly  from  men  on  active  service,  to  carrj 
out  the  detailed  work  of  administration.  Colonel  Flint  acting  as  General  Controller. 

It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  the  initial  work  of  organization  was  ably  com- 
pleted by  Major  Armstrong,  R.A.,  A.F. A.,  who  had  also  exercised  effective  financial 
control. 

Under  the  new  regime,  the  principal  Officers  at  each  camp  consist  of  the 
following :  one  superintendent,  one  storekeeper,  clerks  (when  size  of  camp  justifies 
their  appointment),  one  medical  Officer,  one  dispenser,  one  matron  (in  each  case  a 
certificated  nurse),  with  assistants  as  required,  drawn  when  procurable  from  refugee 
women  in  camp,  who,  along  with  the  refugee  men  are  given  every  encouragement  to 
to  seek  employment  (against  payment)  at  work  calculated  to  either  promote  the 
general  well-beinij;  of  those  living  in  camps,  or  for  public  benefit. 

The  whole  staff  is  liberally  remunerated  and  has  been  selected  with  the  greatest 
possible  care  to  secure  so  far  as  practicable,  individuals  who  have  a  special  knowledge 
of  the  language,  character  and  habits  of  the  persons  who  are  now  entrusted  to  their 
care. 

In  consequence  of  representations  made  from  various  sources  the  ration  of  scale 
marked  Q  was,  with  your  consent,  amended  by  meat  rations  being  issued  to  all 
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persons  in  receipt  of  relief,  and  who  before  that  date  had  been  rationed  on  scaJe  B. 
Vide  circular  telegram  marked  £. 

Previous  to  thiR^  as  appears  from  instructions  given  to  superintendents,  marked 
A  and  B^  full  discretion  had  been  granted  to  each  superintendent  in  this  rnspect, 
whilst  instructions  were  from  the  formation  of  these  camps  conveyed  to  each 
medical  officer  that  any  refugees  could  be  allowed  the  usual  medical  comforts,  or 
change  of  diet  when  such  medical  officer  deemed  it  desiral}le. 

As  an  illustration  of  this^  I  annex  hereto  average  list  of  articles  sent  to  various 
camps  for  issue,  marked  S  to  XT. 

I  also  append  copy  of  my  report  to  you  marked  \J{a). 

The  alteration  in  the  ration  scale,  as  mentioned  above,  gave  general  satisfaction 
as  will  appear  from  the  annexed  extracts  marked  V  and  Ya,  taken  from  reports  of 
our  superintendents  and  from  correspondence  with  the  Committee  of  the  Netherlands 
Bystands  Fund^  and  also  from  verbal  expressions  of  opinion  conveyed  to  various 
superintendents  and  to  myself  by  influencial  members  of  charitable  organizations, 
which  were  in  existence  previous  to  our  occupation  of  this  Colony.  The  Committees 
of  which  charitable  organizations  have  since,  and  are  still  interesting  themselves  in 
the  well-being  of  their  fellow  countrymen. 

Pursuant  to  your  instructions,  Dr.  George  Turner,  Medical  Officer  for  Health 
for  the  Transvaal,  is  now  making  a  tour  of  inspection  of  all  the  camps  in  this 
Colony. 

To  date  we  have  received  his  reports  on  the  following  camps :  Irene,  Johannes- 
burg and  A^ereeniging.     I  append  copies  of  these  reports. 

The  suggestions  contained  are  in  all  cases  being  complied  with  in  detail,  as 
regards  these  particular  camp^. 

So  far  as  they  appeared  generally  applicable,  they  were  embodied  in  circular 
letter,  marked  I,  and  sent  to  all  superintendents. 

The  inmates  of  the  diflferent  camps  may  be  divided  into  three  classes. 

1.  Those  who  have  come  into  the  camps  for  protection  of  themselves  and  their 
herds,  and  are  self  supporting. 

2.  Those  who  have  surrendered  and  come  into  camp  for  protection,  but  are 
unable  to  support  themselves.  In  this  class  I  would  include  widows  and  orphans 
and  the  relatives  of  our  prisoners  of  war. 

d.  Those  whose  husbands  are  on  commando,  and  have  been  brought  into  camp 
for  their  own  protection  against  natives,  &c.,  or  for  military  reasons. 

I  find  the  great  majority  of  the  men,  who  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  now  living  in  these  camps,  to  be  both  well  behaved  and  helpful. 

It  is  disquieting  to  find  that  in  most  of  the  camps  the  wives  and  families  of 
burghers  still  fighting  think  of  and  treat  contemptuously  those  whose  immediate 
male  relatives  (having  surrendered)  have  taken  the  oath  of  neutrality,  and  I  must 
report  that  the  congregation  of  all  classes  in  the  same  camps  has  materially  increased 
the  difficulty  of  management,  and  of  our  influencing  those  living  in  these  camps,  to 
willingly  become  our  loyal  fellow  subjects ;  for  it  is  difficult  to  treat  with  the 
liberality  they  deserve  classes  1  and  2  without  incurring  the  reproach  of  having 
treated  class  3  with  undue  generosity.  I  would,  therefore,  beg  respectfully  to .  here 
place  on  record  my  opinion,  that  had  we  compelled  class  8  to  decide  between 
unprotected  starvation  on  their  farms,  and  at  their  homes,  or  taking  up  their 
quarters  in  or  behind  the  enemies  lines,  we  should  have  facilitated  the  work  of 
proselytism. 

Under  existing  conditions  we  have  done,  and  are  still  doing,  our  best  to  gain 
the  good-will  of  all  classes  now  living  in  these  camps,  though  I  must  confess  we  are 
somewhat  hampered  by  the  animosity  displayed  by  the  majority  of  class  3,  who  form 
a  very  small  but  active  minority  of  the  whole. 

Classes  2  and  3  are  rationed  on  the  same  basis,  and  no  distinction  whatsoever 
is  either  made,  or  is  in  my  opinion  desirable  in  other  respects  than  issue  of  rations 
in  the  treatment  of  these  three  classes  now  living  in  these  camps. 

Free  intercourse  amongst  themselves  is  allowed  to  all  refugees.  ^N'o  camp  is. 
enclosed  by  a  fence. 

All  are  allowed  to  visit  the  town  adjacent  to  the  camps  they  reside  in  without  a 
pass,  except  when  military  reasons  require  that  they  should  have  one. 
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On  application  being  made  to  head  office  or  the  local  superintendent,  admittance 
to  camp  has  so  far  been  granted  to  all  yisitors  who  haye  desired  such  priyilege,  sare 
only  to  soldiers  on  serrice,  and  unless  abused  this  privilege  will  be  continued. 

In  many  cases  we  have  secured  permits  for  visitors,  who,  having  to  travel  by 
rail  to  reach  the  camp  they  desire  to  visit,  required  such  permit  before  they  could 
travel.  In  addition  to  this,  we  have  always  welcomed  members  of  charitable  com- 
mittees irrespective  of  nationality,  and  given  them  every  facility  to  investigate  the 
condition  of  camps,  and  if  so  minded,  to  distribute  comforts  or  gifts  amongst  the 
inmates. 

Refugees  located  in  any  oue  camp,  but  belonging  to  another  district,  are,  on 
their  request,  removed  to  the  camp  nearest  their  home. 

Whenever  refugees  are  sent  from  camp  to  camp,  or  from  elsewhere  to  any  camp, 
due  regard  (so  far  as  the  exigencies  of  war  will  permit)  is  paid  to  their  comfort  and 
convenience,  as  will  appear  from  your  circular  letter,  dated  28th  February,  1901, 
marked  X,  and  extract  from  Army  Order,  dated  7th  March,  marked  X(a). 

To  any  self-supporting  refugee,  or  to  those  who  have  friends  or  relatives  able 
and  willing  to  house  and  support  them,  permission  to  live  in  town  is  freely  accorded ; 
but  the  condition  of  camp  life  is  such  that  self-supporting  families,  to  the  number  of 
102  adults,  57  children,  reside  in  camp  at  Heidelberg;  50  adults  and  15  children 
at  Middelburg ;  and  85  adults  and  125  children  at  Barberton.  The  balance  of  the 
self-supporting  families  bave  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  living  in  the  towns 
adjacent  to  their  farm^i. 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  those  refugees  who  are  in  a  position  to  do  so,  to 
purchase  clothing,  or  to  secure  food  other  than  that  supplied  under  ration  allowance, 
arrangements  have  been  completed  for  the  establishment  of  a  store  at  each  camp, 
where  such  articles  will  be  on  sale  at  a  reasonable  cost.  As  pointed  out  in  my  report 
to  you,  marked  U(a),  the  lack  of  such  a  convenience  in  the  past  has  proved  a  real 
want,  owing  to  the  general  exhaustion  of  almost  all  stocks  in  the  stores  of  this 
Colony,  a  fact  due  to  the  protracted  war. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Education  Department  of  this  Colony  is  moving 
to  provide  instruction  for  the  children  at  the  different  camps. 

Seedless  to  say  we  shall  give  every  possible  assistance  to  forward  this  object. 

Annexed,  please  find  summary  of  health  sheets  at  camps  for  weeks  ending  2nd, 
9th,  and  16th  March,  marked  Y{a)  and  Y(fc).  These  speak  for  themselves,  con- 
sidering that  during  the  past  14  days  we  have  had  heavy  and  almost  continuous  rains, 
making  camp  life  unhealthy  and  distressing,  even  under  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stances. 

It  is  difficult  at  the  present  time  for  me  to  estimate  the  cost  of  running  these 
camps,  but  I  feel  safe  in  prognosticating  that  the  total  expenses  incurred  for  super- 
vision, medical  attendance,  food,  &c.,  will  work  out  at  not  more  than  a  shilling  per 
head  per  diem. 

I  must  gratefully  acknowledge  the  assistance  we  have  received  from  various 
charitable  committees,  especially  mentioning  the  Committee  of  the  Dutch  Reform 
Church,  Johannesburg,  the  Committee  of  the  ^Netherlands  Bystands  Fund,  Pretoria, 
and  Mr.  Rensberg  of  Heidelberg,  and  others,  who  have  worked  strenuously,  and 
\fith  good  judgment,  to  promote  the  well-being  of  all  classes  living  in  these  camps, 
whilst  they  have  also  responded  liberally  to  our  appeal  for  subscriptions. 

I  have,  &C., 
GEORGE  A.  GOODWIN,  Major,  RP.R., 

General  Superintendent. 


P.S. — For  your  further  information,  papers  marked  1,  2, 
self-explanatory,  are  annexed. — G.  0.  C 


and  3,  which  are 
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A. 

Dear  Sir, 

1.  Under  cover,  please  find  permit  and  rail  tickets  for  yourself  and  Mr, 
to  travel  by  to  Camp. 

2.  Letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  ,  who  is  at  present  acting  as 
Commandant  for  Camp.  This  letter  is  signed  by  Major-Gcneral 
Maxwell,  Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  and  constitutes  your  authority  to  take  charge. 

I  wish  to  impress  on  you  a  very  deep  feeling  of  the  importance  of  the  work  you 
are  now  intrusted  with,  also  my  earnest  desire  that  in  assuming  control  you  will 
show  every  possible  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  the  officials  you  are  relieving, 
who,  under  difficult  circumstances,  have  rendered  a  great  help  to  our  Government, 
I  therefore  ask,  that  should  you  find  that  mistakes  have  occurred  in  the  past 
management,  you  will  refrain  from  any  open  criticism,  or  even  expression  of  opinion 
regarding  such,  save  so  far  as  may  in  your  opinion  be  necessary  to  ensure  obtaining 
full  information  regarding  present  position. 

3.  Copy  of  instructions  issued  to  the  late  Commandants  which  will  form  tho 
basis  of  instructions  to  you.  The  *'  Bond  fide  Refugee  "  mentioned  in  circular  signed 
by  Military  Governor,  are  those  who  have  come  in  from  any  district  (aft^  having 
signed  papers  of  neutrality)  for  protection  from  the  enemy ;  whilst  "  all  other 
classes''  includes  those  whose  husbands,  or  immediate  relatives,  are  still  on 
commando,  dead,  or  of  those  who  come  in  through  dire  poverty,  the  classification 
will,  m  a  great  measure,  be  in  your  hands.  One  justification  of  this  classification  is 
that  it  will  act  as  an  incentive  to  the  refugees  to  work,  for  when  the  capable  male 
members  of  a  family  classed  in  tlie  lower  scale  shall  work,  all  tlie  members  of  such 
family  may,  at  your  discretion,  be  raised  to  the  biglier  scale,  and  if  their  work  is  of 
sufficient  value,  the  workers  may  be  paid  a  small  sum  daily,  not  in  any  case 
exceeding  2^.  6rf.  per  diem,  whilst  in  very  many  cases  the  raising  of  scale  of  rations 
for  the  whole  family  will  prove  sufficient  remuneration  for  the  work  you  may  be 
able  to  find  for  them  beyond  actual  camp  labour  which  must  be  done  by  refugees 
without  payment.  AVhere  women  have  no  male  relations  in  camp,  their  willing 
assistance  towards  general  good  working  will,  in  my  opinion,  justify  you  in  placing 

.  them  on  the  higher  scale  of  rations.  It  is  possible  that  the  District  Commissioners 
may  be  able  to  assist  you  by  finding  work  for  refugees,  and  they  should,  in  my 
opinion,  have  a  preferential  claim  for  employment  on  any  work  demanded  by  the 
authorities  in  your  district,  and  they  may  also  be  employed  on  general  permanent 
improvement  of  camp,  e.g.,  building  huts,  or  preparing  land  for  growing  winter 
vegetables,  or  in  any  useful  work  requiring  to  be  done  for  benefit  of  Goverament  in  the 
vicinity  of  camp,  but  in  this  important  matter,  as  on  many  others  influencing  tho 
conditions  governing  your  charges,  you  must  bring  your  common  sense  to  bear  on  local 
conditions,  remembering  that  economy  is  as  essential  in  the  management  of  your  camp, 
as  the  welfare  of  your  charges,  and  that  employment  on  useful  work  will  materially 
contribute  to  this  end.  ISo  other  variation  in  ration  allowance  will  be  passed,  save 
in  case  of  children  under  12  years  of  age,  unless  supported  by  certificate  of  Medical 
Officer.  Please  note  that  children  under  12  years  old  were  granted  a  full  ration  of 
meat  by  clerical  error  in  circular  1st  December,  1900. 

If  a  Medical  Officer  has  not  yet  been  attached  to  your  camp,  the  Principal 
Medical  Officer  has  promised  to  give  every  assistance,  so  it  will  be  unnecessary  for 
you  to  employ  a  civil  surgeon,  except  in  extreme  cases. 

**     Your  letters  may  be  franked,  and  an  authorization  will  be  sent  from  telegraph 
department  enabling  you  to  frank  Service  wires  on  His  Majesty's  Service. 

The  military  will  provide  for  the  protection  of  your  camp,  and  consc(|uently 
th3  Officer  Commanding  detachment  engaged  in  protecting  you,  will  have  the 
controlling  voice  in  any  proposed  alteration  of  site  or  grazing  grounds,  but  I  feel 
sure  you  will  find  that  he  will  be  desirous  of  meeting  your  wishes  in  this  and  all 
other  matters,  so  far  as  practicable. 

In  case  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy,  or  of  a  serious  riot  in  your  camp,  the 
Officer  Commanding  your  garrison  will  at  once  assume  command,  whilst,  for  cases 
of  individuals  breaking  the  law,  you  can  always  requisition  a  guard  at  short  notice, 
to  remove  the  offender  to  the  guard-room  or  prison,  to  await  trial.  For  small 
ofiences,  and  to  settle  personal  differences,  it  will  most  likely  be  found  desirable  to 
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allow  refugees  to  appoint  their  own  tribunal,  and  T  shall  be  glad  to  reccire  your 
report  on  this  point. 

Immediately  after  your  arrival  in  camp,  you  will,  witli  the  assistance  of  store- 
keeper and  staff  already  there^  take  a  census  of  camp,  go  through  books,  check 
stock,  stationery  and  equipment,  and  Government  stores  on  hand  ;  generally  making 
yourself  acquainted  with  present  position,  and  so  soon  as  possible  wire  to  head- 
quarters the  earliest  date  you  consider  you  will  be  in  a  position  to  take  full  control, 
when  I  will  arrange  for  the  recall  of  your  predecessor,  after  which  event  you  must 
discharge  any  official  M^ho  is  superfluous. 

After  you  have  assumed  control,  I  shall  hold  you  personally  responsible  for 
control  of  camp.  After  our  conversation  and  consultation,  I  need  not  say  I  fully 
appreciate  the  difficulties  which  may  be  before  you,  or  express  my  conviction  that 
you  will  loyally  answer  the  call. 

With  your  first  pay-sheet  you  must  attach  a  certificate  showing  the  date  you 
left  the  coast,  from  which  date  your  salary  will  commence ;  also  a  statement  showing 
dates  on  which  you  have  not  drawn  rations  or  claimed  hotel  expenses  since  you 
entered  ihc  Covernment  service,  and  you  may  claim  hotel  expenses  for  yourself  and 
storekeeper  (without  cards)  for  days  detained  in  Pretoria,  though  this  must  not  be 
taken  as  establishing  a  precedent.  On  arrival  at  camp  you  will  arrange  for  yourself 
and  storekeeper  to  draw  full  army  rations  from  nearest  Army  Service  Corps,  through 
the  Officer  Commanding  your  garrison  force.  The  Ordnance  Department  will,  I 
think,  supply  you  with  office  furniture,  and  stretcher  beds  and  cooking  utensils  when, 
such  ai'e  necessary,  against  your  requisition. 

Annexed  is  a  circular  letter  of  instructions  marked  A,  to  the  carrying  out  of 
which  you  must  pay  special  attention. 

It  may  be  some  little  time  before  I  shall  be  able  to  make  a  personal  inspection, 
of  the  camp  under  your  charge.  I  must,  therefore,  ask  for  a  full  weekly  letter,, 
giving  your  opinion  on  an}'  points  of  importance  that  may  arise,  and  shall  be  glad  if 
you  will  indicate  on  register  all  men,  in  your  opinion,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  by 
letters  A.B. 

Say,  Brown,  CM...  . .     A.B. 

Or,  Jones,  A.  B.      . .  » .     A.B. 

Of  all  men  who  have  served  on  commando,  the  letters  A.B.C 

All  letters  sent  out  of  camp  by  refugees  must  be  censored  by  Superintendent 
or  some  one  appointed  by  him  for  the  purpose,  afterwards  passed  to  the  Officer 
Commanding  station  (open),  and  with  any  observations  thought  necessary. 

The  existing  rules  and  regulations  must  be  adhered  to  when  they  do  not  come 
in  conflict  with  your  definite  instructions. 

If  a  circular  dealing  with  certificates  for  cattle  and  stock  seized  by  military,- 
authorities  comes  under  your  notice,  enforcement  of  ic  to  be  optional,  and  at} our 
discretion,  leaving  it  to  the  owners  sense  of  honour,  but  in  all  cases  taking  ch«rge  of, 
certificate,  if  he  desires  you  to  do  so,  for  safe  custody.  Every  efl^ort  should  be  made 
to  prevent  the  holders  from  parting  with  these  certificates  for  any  consideration. 

At  present  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  give  you  further  detailed  instructions, 
but  must  try  again  to  impress  on  you  the  necessity  for  strict  economy,  of  obtaining 
eflective  control,  whilst  carefully  avoiding  unnecessary  friction  or  coercion,  for  we' 
must  gain  the  goodwill  of  these  refugees  who  have  become  subjects  of  our  King. 
This  will  require  firmness,  and  the  exhibition  of  great  judgment  and  tact  on  your 
part,  and  your  success  or  failure  will  materially  infiueuce  the  future  of  the  country 
we  hope  to  live  and  work  in. 

Yours  faithfnlly, 

General  Superintendent, 
Vide  also  annexures  hereunto  marked  I.  and  11. 
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To  District  Commissioner, 

18th  February,  1901. 

His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner  has  decided  that  all  camps  for  burghers 
and  refugees  should  be  placed  directly  under  the  control  of  the  Military  Govenior 
of  Pretoria.  To  this  end  he  has  sent  up  a  number  of  specially  selected  men  to  act 
as  superintendents,  storekeepers,  and  Medical  Officers  of  these  various  camps.  In 
view  of  the  possibility  of  any  misunderstanding  arising  as  to  their  e.vact  position,  it 
has  been  laid  down  by  the  High  Commissioner  that  tliese  superintendents  shall 
assume  the  entire  responsibility  of  the  camp,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  necessary 
to  co-operate  with  the  Commandant  in  regard  to  military  exigencies.  Where  these 
arise,  naturally  the  superintendent  will,  for  such  short  tin:e  as  they  may  prevail, 
take  his  orders  from  the  Commandant  of  the  station.  In  other  respects  they  will 
eefiomunicate  direct  through  Major  Goodwin,  who  has  been  appointed  as  General 
Soperintendeht  of  all  Camps,  to  the  Military  Governor  of  Pretoria, 

.  The  JMilitary  Goverapr  thoroughly  appreciates  the  many  difficulties  you  hav« 
had  to  contend  with,  and  desires  me  to  thank  you  for  all  the  work  you  iia.Te  so  far 
done  in  organizing  these  camps.  He  further  requests  that  you  will  thank  all  sucb  as 
kMB  workM  under  you  in  his  name.  With  regard  to  these  laiter,.as  soon  as  the 
campB  haTe  been  taken  over  by  the  new  superintendents  and  their  staff,  there,  will, 
naturally,  be  no  further  need  for  the  continuance  of  their  services. 

The  Military  Governor  hopes  that  you  will  give  every  assistance  that  lies  in 
yoUr^o\ner  to* the  superintendents,  and  also  trusts  that  you  will  continue  to  take  au 
interest  iii  all  matters  concerning  these  refugees  .in  the  burgher,  camps,  although  the 
burden  of  management  no  longer  rests  with  you. 

Yours,  &C;, 
I  Major, 


To  the  Ommaudant^ 

iSth  February,  1901. 

Mr.  ,  the  bearer  of  this  letter  has  instructions  to 

report  himself  to  yoft  as  superintendent  of  the  burgher  camp  which  is  in  your 
cdmmand. 

It  haa  been  decided  by  hia  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner  that  all  these 
camps  shall  come  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Military  Governor  of  Pretoria.  In 
consequence.  Major  Goodwin  has  been  selected  by  the  High  Commissioner  as  general 
snp^nntendent  c^  all  the  camps,  and  Mr.  as  superinten.dent  of 

the  camp  at 

To  avoid  any  possibility  of  misunderstanding  arising  as  to  their  exact  position, 
it  has  been  laid  down  by  the  High  Commissioner  that  the  superintendents  shall 
assume  entire  responsibility  of  the  camp,  and  the  entire  management  theix^of.  In  so 
far  as  it  may  be  necessary  for  them  to  co-operate  with  you  in  regard  to  military 
exigencies,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  selection  of  a  site  which  you  can  protect,  or  in  the 
case  of  a  sudden  attack,  ifec,  they  will  naturally,  for  the  time  being,  conform  to  any 
orders  you  may  issue  to  them. 

Tlte  Military  Governor  hopes  that  you  will  kindly  give  them  every  assistance 
that  lies  in  your  power,,  as  doubtless  in  many,  cases  you  will  be  able^  to  smooth  over 
small  difficulties  which  might  ari^e,  and  which  they,  as  civilians,  might  find  some 
difficulty  in  overcoming  under  existing  conditions. 

Yours,  &c.. 

Major, 

A.F.A. 
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Circular  Letter  A. 


BiTRGiiKn  Camps  Depaktment. 


Burgher  Camp  Regulations. 

Weekly  1.  The  superintendent  shall  wire  weekly  to  the  head  office,  Pretoria,  the  number 

reports.        of  refugees  in  his  camp,  showing  how  many  belong  respectively  to  Class  1  or  2,  and 

if  any  men  have  come  in  from  commando.     He  shall  also  wire  number  of  days' 

supplies  on  hand,  repeating  wire  when  he  has  less  than  10  days  supplies  in  stock ; 

the  stock  of  supplies  must  be  kept  as  low  as  possible,  consistent  with  safety. 

Supplies.  2.  (a.)  All  supplies,  except  meat,  that  may  be  required  for  the  rationing  ot 

refugee  camps,  will  be  obtained  by  application  of  the  superintendent  to  the  bead 
office,  Pretoria.  Indents  for  such  articles  will  only  include  those  laid  down  in  the 
scale  framed  by  the  Military  Governor  for  feeding  refugees.  A  small  quantity  of 
soap  for  free  issue  will  also  be  sanctioned. 

(6.)  Disinfectants  for  camps  will  be  supplied  on  indents  from  superintendents. 
Chloride  of  lime  has  been  found  the  best.  Eequisitions  for  such  should  be  submitted 
with  the  indents  for  food  stuffs. 

(c.)  The  superintendent  in  charge  of  each  camp  will  be  responsible  to  the 
Government  for  the  due  and  proper  issue  of  all  supplies  and  care  of  all  Govern- 
ment property  in  his  charge. 

Acconiitd.  S.  The  superintendent  will  be  held  responsible  in  regard  to  all  accounts,  both  for 

supplies  issued,  and  cash  expended.  Accounts  must  be  submitted  by  him  monthly 
on  the  printed  form,  to  the  head  office,  Pretoria.  All  accounts  must  be  supported 
by  duly  signed  vouchers  or  receipted  bills.  These  must  in  every  case  bear  the 
signature  of  the  responsible  Officer  as  having  been  approved  by  him. 

Assistants.  4.  (a.)  Any  appointments  that  may  become  necessary,  such  as  those  of  Medical 

Officers,  nurses,  clerks,  &c.,  should  fii*st  be  referred  to  the  head  office,  Pretoria,  for 
sanction.  In  this  application,  tho  salary  suggested,  and  the  duties  to  be  performed 
by  each  individual  should  be  stated,  by  wire  if  urgent. 

(6.)  In  regard  to  nurses,  I  would  suggest  that  one  matron  be  appointed  to  each 
camp,  and  that  any  further  nursing  that  may  be  required,  be  performed  by  refugee 
women  under  her  superintendence.  A  small  daily  payment  will  be  passed  in  favour 
of  these  women. 


Medical 
comforts. 


Employ 
ment  of 
refuge^M 


5.  Any  drugs  that  may  be  required,  should  be  drawn  from  the  Army  Medical 
Stores,  who,  it  is  hoped,  v^ill  give  assistance,  as  no  drugs  are  obtainable  on  purchase 
at  present. 

6.  (a.)  All  routine  camp  labour  should  be  performed  by  refugees,  and  no  money 
payment  can  be  granted  for  such  labour. 

(6.)  In  regard  to  other  labour,  the  scale  laid  doWn  in  the  Military  Governor's 
circular,  viz.,  2^.  6rf.  per  day  and  increased  rations,  will  be  observed  in  all  cases 
where  men  are  willing  to  work,  it  should  be  utidet-stdod,  however,  that  all  super- 
intendents in  charge  of  camps  must  exercise  personal  supervision  and  satisfy 
themselves  that  these  men  actually  do  work.  In  many  cases  it  has  been  found  that, 
while  accepting  labour  and  drawing  payment,  no  adequate  work  is  done.  Should 
siicli  cases  occur  the  superintendent  should  decline  to  pass  payment  of  the  daily 
wjiges  and  put  the  man  and  his  family  back  on  the  lower  scale  of  rations. 

(c).  Payments  for  labour  sliould  be  made  either  half  monthly   or   monthly.  * 

Sunerintendcnts  will  be  provided  with  tickets  to  be  signerd  by  overseers,  initialled  by 
them  for  issue  at  the  end  of  each  day's  WQrk.     These  tickets  must  bo  returned  as 
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vouchers  when  payments  are  made,  and  foiwarded  to  head  office  in  support  of  pay 
sheet. 

(d.)  AVhere  camps  are  near  townships  every  effort  should  be  made  to  encourage 
women  either  obtaining  service  or  work  of  any  description  that  they  are  able  to 
undertake.  Payment  for  labour  performed  by  women  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  camp 
may  be  made  on  the  same  scale  and  conditions  as  for  men.  Should^  however, 
women  accept  positions  outside  the  camp,  they  individually  must  be  rationed  by 
their  employers. 

7.  Men  on  parole  should  not  be  allowed  free  issue  of  rations,  either  for  them- 
selves or  their  families,  unless  they  are  physically  incapable  of  supporting  themselves. 
Such  men  as  have  been  allowed  out  on  parole  are  ipso  facto  supposed  to  be  in  a 
position  to  support  themselves  aud  their  families.  Should  any  such  men  declare 
their  inability  to  do  so  the  matter  should  be  reported  to  head  office  with  a  view 
to  their  parole  being  cancelled,  and  the  men  being  treated  as  ordinary  prisoners  of 
war.     In  such  cases  relief  may  still  be  issued  to  their  wives  and  families. 

Forward  t9  head  office  as  early  as  possible  a  complete  register  giving  the  Ct^usus. 
following  details,  arranged- in  families  as  far  as  possible  : — 

Full  name. 

Age. 

In  cases  of  minors,  name  of  guardian. 

Occupation. 

If  land  owners  give  particulars. 

Home  address. 

Schedule  of  stock  brought  into  camp. 

Date  of  entry  into  your  camp. 

Yours  faithfully. 

General  Superintendent. 


C. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  66-58,  Government  Buildings, 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  15th  February,  1901. 

Having  received  indents  from  several  camps  for  stretcher  beds  for  use  of 
patients  in  hospital,  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  when  practicable  you  employ  some 
of  tho  refugees  in  your  camp  making  the  ordinary  four-post  stretchers,  frame  of 
straight  poles  or  scantling,  with  green  hide  reims  in  lieu  of  canvas  for  cover.  In 
the  meantime  every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Ordnance  Department  to  supply 
your  indent. 

The  hides  of  all  oxen  slaughtered  should  be  carefully  pegged  out,  for  these 
will  have  a  selling  value,  or  they  may  be  utilized  for  making  veldt  schoons. 

You  know  the  average  of  the  men  and  women  now  under  your  charge  are 
very  resourceful,  and  if  tactfully  encouraged  will  do  a  great  deal  to  help  themselves, 
whilst  if  allowed  they  may  sink  into  an  absolutely  hopeless  and  helpless  frame  of 
mind.  This  is  the  worst  that  can  happen  to  them ;  therefore,  even  if  it  entails  a 
slightly  higher  cost  on  our  Government  (which  1  think  unlikely),  1  would  prefer  to 
see  them  encouraged  to  work  rather  than  be  led  to  expect  everything  to  be  done  for 
them  whilst  in  laager. 

Yours  faithfully. 

General  Superintendent  of  BuryJier  Canip6\    - 
Superintendent, 
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D, 

Circular  A  4. 

Burgher  Camps  Department^  Gorernment  Buildings^ 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  22nd  February,  1901  • 

Should  any  refugees  be  sent  from  your  camp  to  any  other  camp  you  will  give 
the  superintendent  of  the  camp  to  whom  you  are  sending  such  refugees  as  timely 
notice  as  possible  of  this  despatch  by  telegram ;  such  telegram  to  state  the  number 
of  men,  women  and  children  you  are  forwarding. 

Tiie  registered  telegraphic  address  of  each  Superintendent  is  "  Refuge." 

Yours  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendent. 

Camp  Superintendent, 


Circular  A  o. 

Medical  Report  of  Health. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Government  Buildings, 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  26th  February,  1901. 

You  are  requested  in  future  to  telegraph  to  this  office  every  Monday  the  number 
of  invalided  men,-  women  and  children  in  your  camp,  stating  generally  the  prevailing 
disorder,  if  any. 

Yours  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWDf, 

General  Superintendent. 

Camp  Superintendent, 


F. 

Copy  of  telegram  to  all  Superintendents  on  27th  February- 

From  Refuge  to  all  Superintendents. 

For  washing  persons  issue  to  each  soul  at  your  camp  one  ounce  soap  per  week ; 
for  washing  clothes,  &c.,  a  site  should  be  selected.  Sufficient  soap  for  this  purpose 
to  be  furnished  by  you.  Fix  site  for  washing  clothes,  &c.  Have  a  trustworthy 
refugee  or  other  suitable  person  to  keep  guard  wlio  must  see  that  no  waste  of  soap 
occurs.  W  l]en  you  are  jrbJe  advise  nie  approximate  weekly  consumption  of  soap  at 
your  camp  for  washing  clothes,  &c. 


G. 

Circular  A  6. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Government  Buildings, 
■Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  Ist  March,  190L 

Dr.  Turner,  Principal  Medical  Officer  for  the  Transvaal,  has  been  requested  and 
deputed  by  the  Military  Governor  to  visit,  inspect,  and  report  upon  each  refuge© 
camp» 
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Should  this  Officer  (as  he  maj  do  UDexpectedlj  at  any  time)  visit  jour  camp 
jou  Mrill  give  him  all  ihe  information  and  assistance  in  your  power. 

Yours  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendent. 

Superintendent. 


H. 
Circular  Xo.  9. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Government  Buildings. 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  9th  March,  1901. 

With  refeicnce  to  enclosed  circular  No.  S,  I  wish  to  mention  that  the  Medical 
Officer  at  our  camp  has  probtlbly  brought  the  points  referred  to  in  said  circular  to 
jour  notice.  As  thc^y  are,  however,  of  such  material  importance,  I  have  decided  to 
record  them  in  a  handy  form  for  your  reference  and  guidance,  and  if  you  have  not 
already  adopted  them  consult  \vith  your  Medical  Officer  before  doing  so. 

Yours  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendent. 

Superintendent. 


I. 
Circular  No.  8, 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Government  Buildings, 
Dear  Sir,.  Pretoria,  8th  March,  1901. 

The  following  suggestion's  are  copied  from  a  report  made  by  Dr.  Turner,  and 
are  forwarded  for  your  information  and  guidance.  The  paragraph  relating  to  issue 
of  milk  >vhen  required  by  children  as  a  medical  comfort  is,  I  think,  most  sound,  and 
if  carried  out  will,  I  think,  prove  economical. 

Animals  in  Camp. — Sheep,  calves,  goats,  &c.,  are  kept  in  the  camp  itself. 
This  should  not  be  allowed,  they  foul  the  soil,  and  if  thej  do  not  pollute  the  water 
used  in  the  camp  they  foul  that  used  further  down  the  watercourse. 

Latrines. — It  is  simply  inevitable  that  the  soil  round  the  buckets  or  tubs  will 
be  fouled,  and  a  nuisance  will  occur.  I  propose  that  the  ground  round  the  buckets 
should  be  roughly  levelled  and  covered  with  four  inches  of  clean  fine  sand  or  mould. 
The  sand  or  mould  will  absorb  the  urine,  and  for  a  time  deodorize  it.  When 
necessary  it  can  be  removed  with  little  trouble,  carted  away,  and  be  replaced  by 
fresh  mould  or  sand-. 

Prevention  of  Disease. — Cause  lower  flaps  of  tents  to  be  raised,  and  the  doors 
kept  open  during  certain  specified  hours  of  daylight  every  day. 
]So  carcase  should  be  cleaned  in  camp  under  any  pretext. 

Milk. — Fresh  cows .  milk  is  scarce,  and  condensed  milk  alone  is  available.  No 
doubt  condensed  milk  is  an  admirable  substitute,  nt  any  rate  for  a  time,  but  to  bo 
wholesome  it  should  be  properly  diluted.  You  cannot  get  the  Boer  mothers  to 
understand  this ;  they  have  the  rooted  idea  that  the  more  condensed  milk  is  added 
to  the  bottle  of  water  the  more  nourishment  the  child  gets.  The  result  is  an  over- 
loaded stomach,  undigested  food  in  the  intestines,  and  diarrhoea.  Let  aU  milk  be. 
diluted  with  boiled  water  before  beint;  served  out. 

Discipline. — As  regards  discipline  I  would  advise  that  you  locate  any  and  every 
woman  who  gives  you  ^n  undue  amount  of  trouble  in  this  respect  (with  her  children. 
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if  anj)  in  a  selected  portion  of  jour  camp,  putting  a  paid  corporal  from  amongst  the 
refugees  to  guard  them,  in  fact  make  them  temporarily  prisoners  at  large  within  a 
limited  area,  on  ration  scale  6.  'J'o  deal  with  the  men  you  can  form  a  paid  gang  of 
scavengers^  or  labourers  unemployed  on  other  work^  and  make  any  troublesome  man 
join  such  working  party  without  pay,  and  work  alongside  his  paid  comrades  for  a 
period  proportionate  to  his  offence.  In  case  the  culprit  refuses  to  work  hand  him 
over  to  the  District  Commissioner  or  Commandant  for  punishment. 


Superintendent. 


GEORGE  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camps  Department,  Government  Buildings, 

Pretoria,  22nd  March,  1901. 

Census  Return  of  Number  of  Refugees  in  the  different  Burgher  Refugee  Camps  in 
the  Transvaal  Colony,  including  the  Camp  at  Mafeking.  These  camps  are 
tinder  the  control  of  the  General  Superintendent  at  Pretoria. 

[N.B. — All  over  the  age  of  12  appear  under  the  column,  "Adults/'] 


Camp.                          Adults.               Childreu. 

Total. 

Barberton 

Heidelberg 

Irene 
Jobannesbnrg- 

Klerksdorp 

Middleburg 
Polchefstroom 
Standertou  . . 
Vareenigiog 

Volksrust 

Mafeking 

U6  1  357 
615  ,  692 
866          1            631 

1,^152  4,035 
213  1  243 
499                      478 

2,221  3,152 
384                      958 

.  33G                      325 

1,045          1         1,023 

•  •             1            •  ■ 

•  ■                         •  • 

703. 
1,307 
1,497 
5,487 

456 

977 
5,373 
1,342 

G61 
2,068 

800 

Total 

20,671 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  self-supporting  refugees,  as  under,  in  the 
cam])s  enumerated  below,  viz. :  — 

Heidelberg         .  •         •  •  102  adults  and  67  children. 

Middleburg        . .  . .  50     „       „     16 

Barberton  . .  . .  86     „       ,,  126 

Total,  434  souls. 


9J 
9f 


K. 

Circular  No.  10. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Government  Buildings, 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  12th  March,  1901. 

It  is  the  Military  Governor's  wish  that  all  superintendents  should  keep  a 
careful  list  of  all  burghers  who  escape  from  the  burgher  camps,  and  should  report 
such  escapes. 

Will  you  kindly  see  these  instnictions  cairicd  out,  and  report  to  ine  from  time 
to  time,  fui  nii»hing  the  full  name  and  full  particulars  of  such  escaped  persons  ? 

Youi-s  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendent. 
Superintendent 
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L. 
Circular  No.  11. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Goyernment  Buildings, 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  14th  March,  1901. 

I  hare  to  inform  you  tliat  the  Medical  Officer  who  has  examined  the  yarious 
articles  enumerated  in  the  category,  ^^  Medical  Comforts/'  has^struck  whiskey  off 
the  list. 

Yours  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendents 
Superintendent 


M. 
Circular  No.  13. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Government  Buildings, 
Dear  Sir,   .  Pretoria,  14th  March,  1901. 

At  such  of  the  camps  where  typhoid  hns  broken  out,  it  is  imperative  that  such 
steps  be  taken  immediately  for  the  construction  of  an  apparatus  for  the  destruction 
of  typhoid  stools  by  buniing. 

Accompanying  this  letter  is  a  sketch  designed  for  tlie  construction  of  this  boiler. 
Should  a  cauldron  (a  large  Kaffir  pot  will  serve  this  purpose)  or  other  suitable 
receptacle  not  be  procurable  locally,  lot  me  know  as  early  as  possible,  and  I  will 
have  one  despatched  to  you.  Tliis  remark  also  applies  to  the  piping  for  tho 
chimney. 

Meantime  you  can  commence  by  having  bricks  made.  The  necessary  iron  rods 
or  other  material  for  grating  you  will  probably  be  able  to  secure  locally  also.  It  is 
advisable  that  the  Medical  Officer  should  instruct  you  herein,  both  as  to  the  suit* 
ability  of  the  material  you  can  procure  locally  and  the  method  of  constructing. 

Meantime,  as  your  Medical  Officer  will  undoubtedly  have  informed  you  by  now, 
it  is  imperative  that  these  stools  be  destroyed,  even  if  such  have  to  be  done  by  moro 
primitive  methods  than  set  out  in  the  accompanying  sketch.  A  not  uncommon  way 
of  doing  this  is  by  having  the  stools  emptied  into  a  biscuit  tin  or  any  other  inexpen* 
sive  receptacle,  pouring  paraffin  or  some  other  inflammable  substance  thereon,  and 
setting  lif^ht  to  the  same. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  too  urgently  impress  upon  you  the  supreme  necessity 
that  exists  for  keeping  your  drinking  water  supply  unpolluted,  as,  at  least  at  one  of 
our  camps,  the  spread  of  enteric  has  been  greatly  due  to  want  of  provision  or  accident 
in  this  respect. 

Impress  upon  the  people  in  your  camp  the  great  importance  of  this  matter. 


Superintendent, 


Yours  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendent. 


N. 
Circular  No.  14. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Government  Buildings, 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  16th  March,  1901. 

In  connection  with  finding  work  for  the  women  living  in  your  camp,  I  would 
like  to  suggest  that  it  may  be  desirable,  to  assist  you  in  your  duties,  if  you  carefully 
organize  from  amongst  the  most  responsible  and  intelligent  of  the  well-disposed 
women  and  big  girls  a  corps  of  inspectors  or  superintendents,  whose  duty  it  will  be 
to  visit  evevj  family  at  least  once  every  day.  They  will  see  that  cleanliness  is 
obseiTed,  report  any  cases  of  sickness  or  danger  of  infection  to  doctor  or  matron 
as  you  may  arri^nge. 
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You  may  be  able  to  obtain  locally  some  stuff  for  these  assistant  nurses  or 
inspectors  to  make  distinctive  arm  bandages  for  themselves.  You  may  pay  them^ 
say,  up  to  1^,  per  diem. 

Perhaps  from  the  neighbouring  town  you  may  find  an  inhabitant  wliose  desire 
to  help  and  whose  intelligence  will  prove  of  valuable  assistance  to  you  in  this  matter. 
If  you  do  come  to  hear  of  any  such  person  you  are  empowered  to  draw  rations  for 
her  on  scale  laid  down  for  matrons. 

Yours  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

Chief  Superintendent. 


0. 

Eefer  to  Circular  No.  15. 

Burgher  Camps  Deportment,  Government  Buildings, 
Dear  Sir,  PiH?toria,  18th  Maiteh,  1901. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  illness  amongst  tlie  aged,  very  yoiihg,  and  invalida, 
at  your  camp,  it  is  advisable  for  you  to  requisition  for  a  supply  of  soft  goods,  isudi 
to  be  given  to  the  persons  above  enumerated  when  nccess«'iry  for  health,  on  an  order 
from  the  Medical  Officer.  A  quantity  of  stuff  suitable  for  towels,  as  per  hospital 
equipment,  should  also  be  kept  in  the  store. 

Yours  faithfully, 

pro  G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Svperi'nfemle)it. 
Su}>erin  tendon  t. 


Gth  Mardj,  1901. 
1.  Tenders  txvQ  ixiquii^  for  the  nght  to  trade  in  soft  goods  and  oilman's 
stores  as  hereunder  enumerated,  at  the  folloM'ing  burgher  refugee  camps  : — - 

Potchefstroom, 

Johannesburg. 

Vcrccniging. 

Heidelberg. 

Standerton. 

Irene. 

Middlebnror. 


•&• 


2.  Government  issues  free  to  every  adult  at  each  camp — 7  lb.  meal  or  flour, 
4  oz.  salt,  6  oz.  coffee,  ]  2  oz.  sugar,  and  2  lb.  meat  per  week. 

The  stores  are  required*  to  provide  refugees  with  facilities  to  purchase  tinned 
milk,  thmvd  meats,  including  fish,  lice,  coffee,  tea,  sugar,  po])pcr  and  mustard  ; 
candles,  matches,  sweets,  Dutch  medicines,  flannel,  calico,  linen*,  needles,  tlircnd, 
pins,  and  suitable  clothing  and  boots  for  men,  women  and  childien  of  class  now  in 
camps,  e.</.,  Transvaal  Dutch. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  with  accuracy  the  purcha3ing  power  of  each  camp,  wq 
believe  it  to  be  considerable.  The  above  list  is  intended  as  a  guide  for  preparation 
of  the  first  indents  for  each  camp.  If  in  practice  a  pressing  need  is  found  for  articles 
not  mentioned,  they  can  (>e  submitted  in  future  indents  for  approval  bv  Director  of 
Civil  Supplies, 

3.  The  successful  tenderer  will  bo  i^equi^ed  at  his  expense  to  erect  a  marquee 
pr  other  suitable  pvemisea  to  serve  as  ^  store. 
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4,  Outeide  of  burgher  camps  he  will  be  given  no  preferential  rights  over  other 
traders^  and  all  goods  broi^ht  up  uiider  peru^its  for  this  purpose  are  to  bo  sold  ouly 
to  those  persons  on  ration  list  as  inmates  of  burgher  camps. 

6.  Conduct  of  each  store  to  be  under  the  personal  supervision  and  control  of 
local  superintendent,  who  will  have  right  of  access  to  pUce  of  business  and  inspection 
of  books^  accounts,  and  papers  relating  to  the  business  at  all  times. 

6.  The  successful  tenderer  will  be  allowed  to  bring  up  one  storekeeper  and  one 
assistavtt  for  work  at  each  camp. 

7.  Each  storekeeper  must  supply  the  superintendent  of  his  can^p  with  articles 
of  clothing  required  for  free  issue  to  refugees  at  current  prices,  against  his,  the 
superintendent's  receipt,  settlement  of  this  account  to  be  made  monthly  frpjai^  head 
office. 

8.  The  tender  to  take  form  of  stating  per  cent,  of  profit  proposed  to  be 
charged  ^  on  cost  price  of  goods  delivered  at  the  camp,  without  ai;iy  charge  for 
establislip^ent  expenses,  Le.,  in  tendering,  you  must  state,  perccjat3ge  of  profit 
required  (^  cun*efit  purchase  price  at  coast  pli^  rail,  carriage  and  d^very  at  C9Js^,k 
Tie  sMfic^ssfol  tendei?er  must  kjepp  books  and  vouchers  to  show  in,  det^yl  aU  tra^s- 
actio^,.  Tbjese  be  must,  if  required  by  the  Chief  ^uperint^nden:^  o^  Burghei;. 
Camps,  verify  under  oath. 

0.  After  hi?  indents  have  been  approved  by  the  Directpjc  of  Civil  SuppjUe^ 
Pretoria,  trucks  for  conveyance  of  stores  required  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  oi 
the  successful  tenderer  to  bring  up  stores  from  the  coast. 

10.  The  successful  tenderer  must  commence  forthwith  to  set  about  carrpng 
out  his  tender.  He  must  stock  such  a  class  of  above  goods  as  the  Superintendent 
or  his  nominee  may  require  him  to  stock.  He  must  open  and  close  his  business 
premises  at  such  hours  as  the  superintendent  of  each  camp  may  require.  He  shall 
employ  only  such  labour  in  and  about  the  business  as  the  superintendent  may 
approve  of.  He  or  his  subordinates  shall  at  all  time  appear  at  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  when  required  of  them  by  that  official  or  his  representative. 

11.  Failure  to  carry  out  his  contract  or  a  contravention  of  any  of  the  terms 
thereof,  will  giv<)  the  Chief  Superintendent  or  his  nominee  the  right  to  take 
imniedi^,  possession  of  t|,ie  premises,  and  to  sell  the  articles  therein  contained,  at 
the  risk  of,  and  on  account  of,  the  successful  tenderer,  the  latter  to  receive  any  sum 
which  may  remain  after  deduction  of  all  costs  and  expenses  of  working. 

12.  At  any  time  in  the  future  the  right  to  trade  in  any  camp  may  be  with- 
drawn at  the  discretion  of  the  Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  by  giving  1  month's 
notice. 

a  A.  GOODWIN. 


P. 

Circulai'  Ko.  16. 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  19th  March,  1901. 

For  the  convenience  of  refugees  living  under  your  care,  arrangements  have  been 
completed  under  which  Messrs.  Poynter  Brothers,  Chm-ch,  Street.  \Vest>  Pretoria,  will 
shortly  establish  a  dry  canteen  at  your  camp  for  the  sale  of  soft  goods,  tinned  food 
stuflfe,  &c.,  at  reasonable  prices. 

This  business  is  a  private  ventj^re  of  Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers,  under  contract 
with  this  office.  This  contract  is  sanctioned  by  the  Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 
Sales  are  w\j  to  be  permitted  to  those  refugees  whose  names  appear  on  your  ration 
list  or  oenaius  r^tums^  and  are  actually  under  your  control. 

(7925)  C2  n  ^ 

Digitized  by  vnOOQ IC 


20 

The  site  of  the  proposed  store  will  be  selected  by  Mr.  Poynton  or  his  repre- 
seutatire  in  consultation  with  yourself,  but  the  site  selected  must  be  either  in  or/ 
adjacent  to  the  camp. 

The  management  of  the  store  >vill  be  under  Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers'  control. 
It  has,  however,  been  arranged  that  at  all  times  you  will  have  the  right  of  access  to 
the  store,  inspection  of  all  books,  accounts,  and  papers  relating  to  the  business  ;  also 
that  you  will  have  the  right  to  requisition  any  article  of  clothing  you  may  require 
for  free  issue,  or  for  medical  comforts,  and  that  settlement  for  such  articles  will  be 
made  monthly  from  this  office. 

Any  complaints  yon  may  find  it  necessary  to  make  regarding  the  conduct  of 
store,  the  personnel  therein  engaged,  &c.,  must  be  made  to  this  office  in  writing. 

I  am  now  receiving  (as  per  enclosed  notice  in  Government  Gazette)  subscrip- 
tions for  a  central  relief  fund  to  be  used  impartially  at  all  can^ps  according  to  tlieir 
local  requirements. 

All  subsci-iptions  received  must  be  forwarded  to  head  office,  and  will  be 
acknowledged  from  time  to  time  in  the  Pretoria  Government  Gazette. 

I  anticipate  that  the  above  arrangements  will  greatly  facilitate  your  work,  and 
tend  inwards  promoting  the  general  comfort  of  all  those  living  in  these  c^mps.  I 
therefore  expect  you  will  be  good  enough  to  render  Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers  all 
the  assistance  in  your  power.  As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  get  these  stores 
under  way  as  soon  as  possible,  I  trust  you  will  be  willing  to  inconvenience  yourself  to 
afford  them  provisional  storage  for  any  goods  which  may  arrive  before  their  sheds  or 
marquees  are  erected. 

Building  materials  and  goods  for  these  stores  may  arrive  at  any  time,  addressed 
Poynton,  c/o  Superintendent,  and  will  be  under  your  charge  until  arrival  of  Messrs. 
Poynton  Brothers'  representative. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendent 

Superintendent. 


Q. 

Military  Governor's  Office,  Government  Buildings, 

Pretoria,  1st  December,  1900. 
To  the 

Feeding  of  Indigent  Boers. 

With  regard  to  gratuitous  relief.  Commandants  and  District  Commissioners 
should  form  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  merits  of  each  case.  This  Committee 
should  also  superintend  the  distribution  of  foodstuffs. 

Should  the  Commandant  or  District  Commissioner  be  unable  to  actually  serve 
on  this  Committee  himself,  he  should  nominate  a  senior  Officer  to  represent  him. 
The  greatest  care  and  economy  must  be  exercised  by  this  Committee.  Very  careful 
accounts  should  be  kept,  and  the  Military  Governor  will  hold  Commandants  and 
District  Commissioners  personally  responsible  that  no  waste  or  extravagance  occurs, 
and  also  that  these  accounts  are  correctly  and  carefully  compiled.  All  accounts,  after 
being  carefiilly  checked  by  thovCommandants  and  District  Commissionei*s,  should  be 
countersigned  and  submitted  to  the  Assistant  Financial  Adviser,  Pretoria,  at  the  end 
of  each  month.  No  larger  quantity  than  is  sufficient  for  four  days'  rations  should 
be  issued  at  any  one  distribution. 

Commandants  and  District  Commissioners  should  at  once  prepare  a  statement 
showing  number  of  people  who  are  destitute  and  requiring  relief.  They  should  at 
the  same  time  prepare  an  indent  to  be  submitted  to  Assistant  Financial  Adviser, 
Pretoria,  in  duplicate,  for  the  necessary  foodstuffs,  framed  strictly  in  accordance  with 
the  ration  scale  sent  them.  The  Assistant  Financial  Adviser,  Pretoria,  will  arrange 
for  purchase  and  delivery  of  these  foodstuffs.  On  this  indent  no  other  articles 
should  be  included,  except  mealie  meal,  Boer  meal,  flour,  salt,  coffee,  and  sugar. 
Indents  should  be  made  out  to  the  extent  of  one  truck,  i.e.,  10  tons  =  20,000  lb. 
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These  articles  for  gratuitous  relief  will  be  treated  preferentially,  in  so  far  as  they  will 
be  allowed  up  duty  free,  and  at  lower  freight  rates.  For  these  reasons  Com- 
mandants  and  District  Comraissioners  are  to  bear  in  mind  that  no  portion,  however 
smalU  is  to  be  sold.  These  indents  are  to  be  regarded  as  quite  distinct  from  those 
submitted  by  local  merchants. 

Should  you  at  any  lime  require  labour,  I  would  sugijest  your  making  use  of 
some  of  the  able-bodied  men  drawing  relief.  These  should  then  be  put  on  the  higher 
scale  of  rations  and  paid  a  small  sum  in  addition,  not  to  exceed  2$.  ^d.  per  day. 

Ration  Scale. 
For  bond  fide  refugees,  who  have  come  in  for  protection  from  Boers — 


Meal  or  flour. 

Salt. 

Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Meat 

Men        

Women 

Children  under  12  years  of  age  . 

• 

lb. 
7 
7 

oz. 
4 
4 
2 

oz. 
6 
6 
3 

oz. 
12 
12 
12 

1  1  lb.  twice 
/  each  week, 
i  lb.  of  meat 

twice  each 

week. 

All  other  classes  of  refugees- 


Men       < 

Women   . . 

Children  under  12  years  of  age 


7 
7 


4 
4 
2 


No  meat 


Comma!idant8  and  District  Commissioners  are  empowered  to  grant  an  allowance 
of  milk  or  other  nourishing  foods  in  cases  of  sickness  or  for  small  children,  for  whom 
they  may  consider  it  necessary.  Accounts  for  the  same  to  be  sent  to  the  Assistant 
Financial  Adviser,  Pretoria. 

J.  G.  MAXWELL,  Major- General, 

Military  Governor. 


R. 

Copy  of  telegram  to  all  Superintendents  on  27th  February,  1901. 

From  Refuge  to  all  Superintendents. 

All  indigent  refugees  at  your  camp  drawing  rations  to  receive  in  future  meat 
rations.  Such  rations  to  be  in  terms  of  Class  1.  Refractory  persons  can  by  way  of 
punishment  be  placed  on  Class  2,  that  is,  they  will  receive  no  meat. 


S. 

OorY  of  indent.  No.  101,  for  Medical  Comforts  for  Johannesburg  Camp. 

16th  March,  1001. 

1  bag  oatmeal. 

2  bags  rice. 
60  cases  milk. 

100  jelly  powders  (assorted). 
1  bag  split  peas. 
1  case  jams  (assorted). 
1    „    brandy  (XXX). 
1    „    whiskey. 
G  boxes  candles. 
12      „     soap. 
4  cases  niaizena. 
4     „     arrowroot. 
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T. 

Copy  of  indent,  No.  99,  for  Medical  Comforts  for  Potchefstroom  Camp. 

7tb  Marcli,  1001 

36  lb.  arrowroot. 

50  bottles  brandy. 
120  tins  cocoa  paste. 

30  lb.  meat  extract  (in  4-oz.  tins). 
1,200  tins  condensed  nulk  (sweetened). 
1,200    „  „  (unsweetened). 

60  lb.  pearl  barlej. 

36  „  Brand's  compressed  soup  (1-oz.  tins). 

72  bottles  port  wine. 

36  lb.  sago. 
180  „  white  sugar. 

30  bottles  whiskey. 


U. 

Cupy  of  indent,  Xo.  98,  Medical  Comforts  for  Klerksdorp  Camp. 

7th  March,  1901, 

100  lb.  linseed  meal. 

2  gallons  chemical  food  (Parishes). 
6  dozen  cod  liver  oil  and  malt  (Keplers). 
oOO  tins  sterilized  milk. 
100  lb.  arrowroot. 

20  bottles  brandy. 

50  tins  cocoa  paste. 

60  lb.  com  flour. 

20  „  extract  of. 
200  tins  milk,  condensed  (sweetened). 
200    „       „  „         (unsweetened). 

200  lb.  pearl  barley. 
200  „  oatmeal. 

20  „   soup  (Brand's  compressed). 

40  bottles  port  wine. 

50  lb.  sago. 
600  „  sugar  (white). 

20  bottles  whiskey. 
1  drum  chloride  of  lime. 

60  lb.  McDougal's  disinfectant  powder. 


Bir, 


U(a). 
I  have  inspected  the  following  camps,  and  beg  to  report  as  under  : — 


Heidelberg  Camp,  lUth — lith  Februanjy  1901. — This  camp  is  one  of  the  oldest, 
and  was  organized  by  Mr.  A.  A.  Allison,  working  under  the  local  direction  of  Major 
Valentine,  District  Commissioner.  I  consider  the  condition  of  the  camp  reflected 
great  credit  on  these  two  gentlemen.  They  evidently  had  grasped  the  fact  that  the 
Boer  (like  any  one  else)  is  happier  when  working  for  his  own  and  his  people's 
comfort  than  when  encouraged  to  loaf  around  in  total  idleness ;  and,  there  being 
suitable  tuif  in  the  vicinity,  they  had  tactfully  persuaded  the  men  to  work  at 
building  sod  houses,  roofed  with  galvanized  iron.  These  houses  prove  a  great 
improvement  on  tents,  and  their  advantages  as  dwelling  houses  will  become  more 
e?ident  as  the  winter  approaches. 
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I  consider  tlie  appearance  of  the  men,  women,  and  children  in  tliis  camp  ad 
Bormal ;  the  majority  looked  contented  and  even  happy,  tlieir  only  complaint  being 
a  fear  that  their  stock  will  die  owing  to  tlic  limited  area  available  for  gracing 
purposes.  At  the  time  of  my  visit  half  the  indigents  drawing  rations  were  living  in 
commandeered  houses  in  the  (own.  I  expect  to  liear  daily  that  all  have  been 
concentrated  in  camp.  I  have  retained  Mr.  Allison  as  superintendent  here,  utilizing 
the  services  of  Mr.  Papenfus  in  the  head  office  as  my  principal  assistant. 

At  this  camp  there  are  317  men,  389  women,  and  628  children,  at  present. 

Irene  Camp,  16th  February,  1901, — This  camp  has  from  the  commencement 
been  under  the  management  of  Captain  Hime-Haycock,  R.H.A.,  who  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  charges.  The  camp  is  pitched  in  a  healthy 
situation  on  a  good  natural  slope,  close  to  an  adequate  supply  of  i^unning  water. 

Tents  have  been  exclusively  used  for  housing  the  refugees.  We  have  now 
obtained  permission  from  the  manager  of  the  estate  to  make  ^^  dagga  bricks,"  and 
hope  to  commence  building  huts  of  sundried  bricks  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  so, 
employing  all  the  able-bodied  refugees  in  this  work. 

Many  of  the  children  here  have  suffered  from  measles,  and  in  spite  of  tho 
isolation  of  all  known  cases  the  disease  appears  to  be  6i>reading. 

Diarrhcea  is  also  prevalent  amongst  the  women  and  children. 

Mr.  N.  J.  Scholtz  has  been  appointed  superintendent  here. 

The  camp  holds  at  present  186  men,  316  women,  and  390  children,  but  is 
growing  in  size  daily. 

Johannesburg,  llih  February,  1901, — Captain  Snowden  has  been  in  charge  of 
the  canrp,  which"  is  situated  on  the  Racecourse  in  a  splendid  position.  Pending  the 
completion  of  barracks  in  coui^se  of  erection  (no  tents  being  available),  as  many  of 
the  refiigees  as  possible  were  housed  in  the  out-buildings  and  under  the  Grand 
Statid,  tlie  balance  being  located  in  private  houses  in  the  adjacent  suburbs  of 
Ophirton,  Rosettenville,  La  Rochelle,  Booysens,  and  in  the  compounds  of  Robinson 
Deep  and  Village  Deep  Gold  Mining  Companies.  The  people  congregated  here 
seem,  generally  speaking,  of  a  lower  class  than  those  at  Heidelberg  and  Irene,  many 
of  tlie  women  looking  hopeless,  helpless,  sick,  and  vermin-ridden.  Amongst  tho 
children  measles  and  sore  eyes  prevailed  and  diarrhoea.  Dr.  Crozier-Durham 
entirely  failed  to  cope  with  the  situation,  and4  returned  him  to  the  coast,  appointing 
Dr.  Crook  in  his  stead.  Already  an  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  general  health 
and  appearance  of  the  sick  women  and  children,  owing  mainly  to  his  efforts,  and 
the  assistance  rendered  to  us  by  a  committee  of  the  members  of  the  local  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  who  have  provided  nurses  and  some  medical  comforts  for  the 
invalids. 

All  rations  have  been  issued  on  Scale  A,  with  an  additional  small  ration  of 
vegetables. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Xoble,  the  superintendent,  is  now  bringing  into  camp  the  refugees 
from  the  outlying  houses,  but  we  find  it  will  be  necessary  to  partition  the  large  shell 
teiiWin]^  into  cubicles,  both  to  secure  some  privacy  for  the  fitmilies  and  prevent  their 
belongings  spreading  into  the  space  allotted  to  their  neighbours,  which  would 
encourage  quairels.  These  partitions  will  also-  make  the  large,  double-storied, 
unlined  iron  buildings  warmer  in  the  winter. 

At  present  there  are  drawing  rations  here  382  men,  9fi7  women,  and  3,740 
children. 

Verceniging,  19^/i  February,  1901. — This  camp  is  situated  on  the  north  bank 
of  Vaal  River.  The  refugees  seem  of  a  superior  class,  and  those  knocking  about 
appeared  in  good  health,  happy  and  contented.  It  has  been  well  managed  by 
Captain  Bentinck,  who  issued  rations  to  all  refugees  on  Scale  A,  Notwithstanding 
this  a  large  amount  of  enteric  fever  exists,  but  the  patients  are  doing  well,  and  I 
anticipate  little  trouble  from  this  camp  in  the  future. 

Tn  camp  there  are  109  men,  IIQ  women,  and  316  children, 

Potchefstroow,  20th~21st  February,  1901, — This  camp  lias  beeu  managed 
by  Mr.  Duncan,  under  direction  of  Major  Sykes,  South  African  Constabulary, 
Pistrict  CoBJuiissioner,    4,405  refiigees  j^re  iQcated  her^,  2,160  being  accommodated, 
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in  tents  near  railway  station,  and  2,245  spread  over  the  town  and  liYing  mostly  in 
private  houses. 

There  being  a  plentiful  supply  of  reeds  and  straight  poplar  poles  along  the 
river  bed,  we  have  commenced  building  reed  houses,  and  hope  at  an  early  date  to 
have  all  the  people  to  whom  we  issue  rations  located  in  the  camp.  The  Ordnance 
Department  have  promised  to  supply  tai'paulins  to  render  the  roofs  of  these  houses 
watertight.  Tents  are  not  available,  and  the  reed  houses  will  give  more  satisfaction 
tnd  cost  less  per  head. 

Mr.  J.  Swart  is  now  acting  as  superintendent  here,  and,  the  camp  having  been 
well  organized,  1  anticipate  no  great  amount  of  trouble  with  it  in  the  future.  The. 
ration  sheet  shows  216  men,  1,644  women,  and  2,545  children. 

Slanderton,  22nd — 2Srcl  February,  1901. — The  condition  of  the  refugees  here 
was  pitiable  in  the  extreme.  There  had  been  4  days  heavy  rain,  the  soil,  which, 
throughout  the  district,  is  a  black  pot  clay,  had  in  camp  been  worked  up  to  a  deep 
thick  glutinous  mud,  makin|^  the  condition  of  tents  and  passages  deplorable.  Eight 
families  were  accommodated  in  the  few  sod  houses  which  had  been  erected,  the 
remainder  of  the  refugees  being  in  tents,  one-third  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river, 
two-thirds  on  the  north  bank.  There  was  no  list  showing  the  numbers  in  camp. 
Refugee  families  were  being  brought  in  continually  and  at  the  same  time  families 
were  being  deported  to  Xatai,  or  to  camps  situated  nearer  the  district  they  had  been 
brought  in  from.  This  caused  much  confusion  and  hardship,  and  might,  in  my 
opinion,  have  been  defciTed  until  drier  weather  set  in.  No  store  accommodation 
was  available. 

Dr.  Leslie,  who  was  sent  up  by  the  Central  Relief  Committee,  Cape  Town, 
and  who  left  Pretoria  on  the  17th  instant  to  act  as  Medical  OfRcer  for  the  camp, 
on  arrival  at  Standerton  definitely  refused  to  take  over  the  duties.  I  consider  he 
had  no  valid  excuse  for  adopting  this  course,  and  his  doing  so  caused  us  considerable 
inconvenience.  In  the  meantime  Dr.  Pershouse,  the  local  railway  medical  officer, 
is  attending  to  our  hospital  and  sick.  I  have  gent  a  Mr.  Moffat  down  to  assist  our 
superintendent,  Mr.  W.  K.  Tucker,  in  getting  thiiigs  straightened  out.  The 
numbers  in  camp  are  about  146  men,  238  women,  and  958  children.  So  far  as  I 
can  see,  this  camp  has  been  allowed  (more  or  less)  to  run  itself  whilst  in  charge  of  a 
Mr.  van  Musschenbroek,  who  was  working  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Livingston, 
District  Commissioner. 

A  small  camp  had  also  been  started  at  Platrand.  The  General  OfiBcer 
Commanding  has  a&[reed  to  the  concentration  of  the  two  camps  at  Standerton. 

A  general  grievance  I  found  wsis  the  one  mentioned  above,  viz.,  the  inadequate 
grazing  area  the  military  can  protect  and  place  at  the  disposal  of  refugees.  This  is, 
however,  one  of  the  misfortunes  of  war,  and  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  remedied  at 
the  present  time. 

Many  of  the  refugees  claim  that  they  were  hurriedly  removed  from  their  homes, 
and  not  given  time  to  collect  their  belongings,  being  told  by  the  Officer  in  charge  of 
patrol  that  they  would  be  clothed  and  fed  in  camp.  I  consider  that  in  some  few 
cases  this  complaint  may  be  founded  on  fact,  though  there  is  evidence  that  the 
majority  of  families  were  not  only  allowed  time  to  collect  whatever  they  desired  to 
bring  in  with  them,  but  also  that  considerable  transport  conveniences  must  have  been 
placed  at  their  disposal,  for  somcufamilies  have  brought  a  considerable  quantity  of 
furniture  into  the  camps. 

I  also  found  general  dissatisfaction  regarding  the  quality  and  quantity  of  rations, 
more  especially  with  regard  to  iScale  B,  many  of  the  women,  whose  husbands  or  sons 
are  prisoners  of  war,  comparing  the  rations  and  treatment  their  relatives  are  enjoying 
(as  communicated  by  letter)  with  the  conditions  in  camp.  In  sanctioning  the  raising 
of  all  classes  to  Scale  A,  and  determining  to  use  Scale  B  only  as  a  punishment  for  the 
unruly  and  troublesome,  you  will  have,  in  my  opinion,  materially  assisted  in  obtain- 
ing a  better  feeling  throughout  the  various  camps,  and  encouraged  both  the  men  and 
women  to  be  more  helpful. 

The  greatest,  most  general,  and  pressing  grievance,  is  the  absence  of  any  stores 
at  which  they  may  purchase  clothing,  boots,  &c.,  and  in  some  camj)S  the  refugees 
cannot  even  purchase  any  small  additional  food  they  may  require.  I  consider  that 
it  is  most  urgently  necessary  that  small  dry  canteens  be  established  at  each  camp, 
for  at  all  the  camps  I  have  so  far  visited,  respectable  women  aad  children  in  posses* 
Bjoa  of  mono^  were  in  ra^s  and  without  boot^ 
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Feeling  it  impossible  to  give  sufficient  data  to  admit  ot  the  right  to  trade  at)  the 
different  camps  being  put  up  to  tender  at  the  coast,  and  thinking  it  undesirable  in 
manj  cases  to  give  the  local  storekeepers  an/  extension  of  business,  I  recommend 
that  eight  storekeeper,  with  assistants,  be  selected  by  the  Central  Registration 
Committee  from  the  Uitlanders  now  at  the  coast,  and  allowed  to  open  small  stores 
at  the  different  camps.  Attached,  please  find  copy  of  wire  sent  with  your  sanction 
to  Chairman  of  Contml  Relief  Committee,  Cape  Town,  on  this  subject.  If  it  proves 
impracticable  to  select  the  men  at  the  coast  without  giving  information  not  contained 
in  that  message,  I  am  compelled  to  recommend  allowing  the. trade  to  go  to  firms  who 
may  have  local  representation  here. 

I  hope  to  get  the  census  of  camps  completed  in  a  few  days. 

1  have,  &c., 

G.  W.  GOODWIN, 

General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps. 

To  the  Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 


There  is  an  imperative  necessity  at  each  camp  for  a  store  where  the  refugees 
who  have  money  may  be  able  to  purchase  clothing  and  additional  rations.  The 
Field  Force  Canteen  have  so  far  provided,  at  some  places,  facilities  for  the  purchase 
of  the  foodstuffs  required,  but  definitely  refuse  to  stock  linen,  women's  garments  and 
boots,  &c.,  supply  of  which  is  urgently  necessary.  Many  of  the  refugees  are 
therefore  insufficiently  clothed  and  barefooted,  though  in  possession  of  money  and 
Government  vouchers  for  commandeered  stock,  and  where  no  Field  Force  Canteen 
exists  they  are  unable  to  supplement  their  rations. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  with  accuracy  the  purchasing  power  of  refugees ;  as 
a  guide,  the  dry  canteen  at  Irene,  selling  oilman's  stores  only,  takes  an  average  of 
201.  per  diem. 

Free  rations  are  issued  at  the  rate  of  2  lb.  meat,  7  lb.  flour,  4  oz.  salt,  6  oz. 
coffee,  and  12  oz.  sugar  per  week  per  adult.  Men,  boys,  and  a  limited  number  of 
women  are  found  work  at  from  Is.  to  '2s.  Grf.  per  day,  but  the  chief  purchasing 
power  is  from  the  money  in  hand,  or  coniributed  by  charity. 

At  the  following  camps  it  is  important  that  we  should  establish  stores : — 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Klerksdorp           

PotchefstroDm 

Johannesburg 
Vereeuiging 

Heidelberg           . .          

Standerton           

Volksrust 

Irene         

Middelburg          

Belfast .. 

Barberton 

7 
216 
382 
109 
317 
146 

286 
228 
56 
(358  men  ai 

18 
1,644 

067 

116 
•389 

(800  all  sexes.) 

315 

317 

110 

id  women.) 

35 

2,515 

3J4(> 

316 

528 

958 

390 
708 
295 
3.S5 

But  the  matter  must  not  be  delayed,  as  these  people  are  barefooted  and  in  rags. 
The  goods  required  to  be  stocked  are — flannel,  calico,  linen,  cotton,  women  and 
children's  boots,  socks,  &c.,  corned  meat,  sardines,  milk,  jam,  coffee,  sugar,  rice,  &c. 

All  that  is  wanted  is  a  small  temporary  store  at  each  camp.  Would  suggest, 
instead  of  calling  for  public  tenders,  a  storekeeper  from  among  trader  refugees  from 
town  adjacent  to  each  camp  be  selected  and  given  authority  to  import  goods  in 
accordance  with  a  list  to  be  submitted  for  sanction  to  Director  of  Camp  Stores, 
Pretoria,  showing  clearly  quantity  and  proposed  selling  price  for  each  article. 

Wire  if  above  information  enables  you  to  select  men  ;  if  not,  we  will  arrange 
locally. 
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V. 

Extract  from  Ii-cne  report,  dated  4th  March,  1901. 

Scale  A, — All  the  families  have  now  been  placed  ander  Scale  A,  and  all  adults 
receiye  meat  twice  a  veek.  The  people  are  much  moro  satisfied,  and  feel  Terjr 
grateful. 


Extract  from  Potohefstroom  report,  dated  3rd  March,  1901. 

Meat. — ^The  meat  ration  has  given  the  greatest  satisfaction ;  after  the  ne^  s  got 
into  camp  on  'l'hai*sdaj  aftenioon  a  lot  of  women  crowded  round  me  and  asked  me 
to  thank  the  authorities  for  this  concession. 


Extract  from  Vereeniging  report,  dated  12th  February,  1901. 

I  find  that  all  the  people  in  the  camp  are  on  class  1  for  rations  which  has  given 
great  satisfaction. 


v(«). 

Extract  of  a  letter  received  from  the  Nederlands  Bystands  Fonds'  Committee 
signed  bj  W.  E.  HoUard,  P.  W.  J.  Bell  and'M,  E.  deWildt. 

''  The  Committee  of  the  Nederlands  Bystands  Fonds  has  requested  us  to  thank 
you  for  the  kind  assistance  you  are  giving  them  in  trying  to  carry  out  their  work  of 
charity,  and  to  assure  you  that  they  will  do  their  utmost  to  comply  with  your 
wishes  in  connection  with  the  distribution  in  the  burgher  camps." 


Sir,  Irene,  0th  March,  1901. 

I  have  inspected  the  refugee  camp  here,  and  am  very  well  pleased  with  it. 

It  struck  me  that  although  some  alterations  and  additions  might  be  made,  those 
in  charge  were  exerting  care  as  regards  cleanliness. 

Water  supply, — ^This  is  abundant,  but  comes  in  an  open  furrow  from  the  river, 
which  is  some  miles  away.  From  the  furrow  the  water  is  pumped  into  tanks,  both 
at  the  station  and  at  the  camp,  from  which  it  is  drawn  off.  These  tanks  are  properly 
covered.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  any  possible  sources  of  pollution  of  the  water  higher 
up,  but  close  to  the  camp  I  noticed  one  or  two  little  matters  that  require  attention. 

l«  There  is  a  bridge  across  the  water  furrow,  above  the  intake,  which  is 
frequently  crossed  by  catUe  and  sheep.  The  animals  are  liable  to  pollute  the  water ; 
this  happened  while  I  was  looking  on  this  morning.  A  man  abould  be  stationed 
on  the  bridge  to  see  that  the  animals  do  not  foul  the  drinking  water. 

2,  Sheep,  calves,  goals,  &c.,  are  kept  in  the  camp  itself.  This  should  not  be 
allowed ;  they  foul  the  soil,  and  if  they  do  not  pollute  the  water  used  in  the  camp, 
they  fool  that  uaed  further  down  the  water  course. 

3.  At  present  there  is  a  hand  pump  just  below  the  intake.  It  was  at  first  the 
sde  source  of  supply.  It  would  be  well  now  to  remove  it.  The  refugees  can  obtain 
plenty  of  water  from  the  tanks,  and  this  pump,  though  it  may  sare  those  in  the 
adjacent  tents  a  few  yards  in  procuring  water,  induces  them  to  go  there  to  wash 
linai.  Thai  thk  has  been  done  quite  recently  was  evident  by  the  presence  of  soap 
suds  in  the  surrounding  pools.    It  would  be  well  to  ask  Dr.  Fox-Symons  to  procure 
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a  sample  of  the  water  from  the  iotnke,  wd  also  from  one  of  the  t^uks  iu  the  camp, 
W)d  haver  them  analysed.  1 4o  not  anticipate  that  the  analysis,  will  disclose  anything 
wrong  with  the  water,  because  I  find  it  has  been  drunk  for  two  months  by  about 
1,000  persons,  and  1  cannot  discover  that  it  has  given  rise  to  any  case  of  typhoid 
fever.  But  the  analysis  will  not  be  either  costly  or  troublesome,  and  having  caused 
it  to  be  made,  we  shall  have  left  nothing  undone  to  guard  against  danger.  Washing 
troughs  have  been  constructed  ;  -they  are  well  placed,  and  gi>'e  rise  to  no  danger  to 
pei-sons  drinking  the  water  lower  down.  If  two  big  iron  tanks  were  sunk  into  the 
ground,  below  the  furrow,  and  water  was  allowed  to  flow  in  and  out,  it  would  be  a 
great  boon,  as  there  is  now  no  place  for  the  women  to  bathe  at.  A  corrugated-iron 
fence  would  be  necessary.  I  omitted  to  say  that  a  few  boards  to  form  a  platform, 
about  3  feet  wide,  should  be  sent  without  delay,  that  the  women  may  be  able  to 
keep  their  feet  dry  while  washing  clothes. 

Latrines. — These  are  well  placed.  I  could  not  visit  those  used  by  the  women, 
as  it  was  in  the  morning.  Those  intended  for  the  men  are  short  of  buckets.  Of 
54  seats  only  22  were  provided  witli  pails,  J  may  at  once  say  that  quite  100  pails 
are  required  here,  not  only  for  the  present  population,  but  to  provide  for  sudden 
increases  in  the  population.  This  very  day  150  refugees  will  arrive  at  one  o'clock, 
and  I  know  that  a  considerable  number  came  in  last  night.  The  Enginecra  propose 
to  pave  the  latrines  with  slate.  Something  must  be  done,  at  present  the  floor  round 
the  tubs  is  formed  by  the  natural,  rough  stony  soil,  and  is  very  uneven.  It  is 
simply  inevitable  that  this  soil  will  be  fouled,  and  a  nuisance  will  occur.  I  propose 
that  the  ground  round  the  buckets  should  be  roughly  levelled  and  covered  with 
4  inches  of  clean,  fine  mould  or  sand.  The  mould  or  sand  will  absorb  the  urine, 
and  for  a  time  deodorize  it.  When  necessary  it  can  be  removed  with  little  trouble, 
carted  away,  and  be  replaced  by  fresh  mould  or  sand.  These  latrines  are  placed  at 
some  distance  from  the  tents,  and  those  op  the  further  side  are  compelled  to  walk  a 
considerable  distance  between  tiieir  tents  and  these  conveniences.  Others  are  to  be 
found  on  the  lower  side.  But  I  do  not  think  this  is  all  which  is  requisite.  A  few 
single  tubs  should  be  provided  in  the  camp  itself  for  night  use.  Either  a  tent  might 
be  utilized  for  the  purpose  or  an  iron  structure  put  up.  During  the  day  these  night 
latrines  could  either  be  closed  or  the  tents  taken  away.     All  is  removed  and 

used  on  the  land  at  Irene  Farm.  I  noticed  that  at  frequent  intervals  iron  buckets 
were  placed  amongst  the  tents  for  the  reception  of  rubbish.  This  is  burnt  as  far  as 
possible,  and  then  buried  in  pits. 

I  made  careful  enquiries  among  the  refugees  when  I  was  alone,  and  they 
unanimously  asserted  that  they  were  well  treated  and  comfortable,  only  one  old  lady 
wished  for  meat.  1  am  informed  that  though  the  refugees  are  orderly  in  a  sort  of  a 
way,  that  nevertlieless  they  are  not  too  obedient  as  to  the  keeping  of  animals,  and  some 
minor  points  of  discipline.  It  is  very  necessary  that  rules  and  regnlationg  should  be 
made,  and  should  be  adhered  to.  We  have  bye-laws  in  towns.  Why  not  in  camps  ? . 
Moreover,  penalties  are  attached  to  the  bye-laws  and  enforced  against  offenders,  and 
some  power  of  this  kind  is  necessary  here. 

The  refugees  must  be  made  to  understand  that,  in  the  interests  of  themselves 
and  their  neighbours,  rules  must  be  obeyed  and  the  defaulters  will  be  punished. 
There  have  been  numerous  cases  of  measles  at  Irene,  and  of  the  16  deaths  registered 
between  6th  February  and  3rd  March  no  less  than  10  were  caused  by  this  disease. 
Then,  in  examining  the  book  kept  by  the  medical  man  (Dr.  J.  Bulpin),  I  noticed 
that  ophthalmia  was  very  common.  A  hospital  is  being  constructed,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  of  use,  though  probably  it  may  diminish  the  number  of  deaths  from  measles 
it  will  not  produce  much  effect  in  the  number  of  cases  either  of  measles  or  of  eye 
disease.  The  best  preventive  would  be  to  cause  the  lower  flaps  of  the  tents  to  be 
raised  and  the  doors  kept  open  during  certain  specified  hours  of  daylight.  This 
step  would  do  much  to  destroy  the  infections  which  give  rise  to  the  complaints  I 
have  mentioned.  Dr.  Bulpin  is  quite  aware  of  the  importance  of  this  precaution, 
but  he  says  he  cannot  induce  the  refugees  to  carry  it  out.  Then  the  slaughtering  of 
sheep  is  very  properly  forbiddicp  .within  the  ^  camp  enclosure,  but  apparently  it  is 
more  or  less  evaded^  On  Tuesday:  night  I  saw  the  carcase  of  a  sheep  banging  iu 
front  of  B  tentw  ^  The.  animal's  Ibroat  had  been  cut  at  the  place  chosen  for  the 
purpose,  butithe  woman  and  her  ol)ildren  were  busily  employed  cleaning  the  paundi 
and  .guts  in '  front  of  the  tentr  The  OflScers  in  chai*ge  should  be  invested  with 
sufficient  power  to  stop  these  irregularities.      I   suggested  stopping  food>   that) 
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succeeded  at  Barberton,  but  I  was  told  that  the  offender  simply  went  begging. 
Still,  the  difficulty  cannot  be  insuperable.  The  population  of  the  camp  on  the 
dth*  March  was — 


Men  and  boys  over  12  years  old 

Women  and  girls 

Children  under  12  years  old 

..        263 

456 

..       606 

'i'otal 

..     1,324 

ing  the  past  week  the  sickness  has  been — 

Malaria           

Measles 
DiarrhcEa,  &c. 
Other  diseases. . 

19 
..       24 
..       50 
,.        61 

Total 

..      164 

The  number  of  sick  is  apparently  great.  If  all  the  other  62  weeks  are  equally 
sickly,  it  would  mean  that  every  man,  woman,  and  child  would  come  under  the 
doctor's  hands  six  times  per  annum.  But  the  figures  bear'another  interpretation. 
In  the  first  place,  the  19  cases  of  malaria  are  in  no  way  connected  with  the  camp. 
The  patients  are  old  chronics  infected  in  Rustenburg,  and  the  month  of  March  is 
notoriously  that  in  which  the  maximum  number  of  cases  occur.  The  diarrhoea  cases 
are  generally  amongst  young  children.  Again,  that  disease  is  very  prevalent 
amongst  infants  during  March.  I  think,  however,  that  something  ought  to  be  done 
to  lessen  the  number  of  cases.  Fresh  row's  milk  is  scarce,  and  condensed  milk 
is  alone  available.  No  doubt  condensed  milk  is  an  admirable  substitute,  at  any  rate 
for  a  time,  but  to  be  wholesome  it  should  be  properly  diluted.  You  cannot  get  the 
Boer  mothers  to  understand  this  ;  they  have  the  rooted  idea  that  the  more  condensed 
milk  is  added  to  the  bottle  of  water  the  more  nourishment  the  child  gets.  The 
result  is  an  overloaded  stomach,  undigested  food  in  the  intestines,  and  diarrhoea.  Let 
all  milk  be  diluted  with  boiled  water  before  being  served  out.  The  other  diseases 
include  all  the  ailments,  fancied  and  real,  that  a  free  dispensary  will  give  rise  to. 
The  only  serious  item  is  the  24  cases  of  measles.  No  care  could  have  prevented 
these  cases.  The  disease  is  so  universally  prevalent.  Taking  the  period  from 
6th  February  to  3rd  March  as  a  lunar  month,  then  the  death  rate  would  be  15  per 
cent,  per  1,000  living.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dilate  upon  this  mortality,  which  is 
enormous,  only  the  remarks  I  have  made  as  to  the  sickness  are  equally  applicable. 
With  two  exceptions,  the  deaths  were  those  of  little  children,  and  they  were  from 
measles.  When  the  hospital  is  in  working  order,  apparatus  for  disinfecting  typhoid  * 
and  dysentery  stools,  similar  to  that  used  in  the  Pretoria  hospitals,  must  be  provided. 


I  am,  &c., 

GEORGE 


TURNER. 


The  Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 


W(«). 

Sir,  Elandsfontein,  7th  March,  1901. 

This  morning  I  inspected  the  refugee  camp  at  Johannesburg. 

It  is  situated  as  you  know  on  the  Racecourse  ;  the  situation  is  all  that  could  be 
desired 

Water  Supply. — This  is  obtained  from  the  town  mains  and  should  be  good. 

I  will  ask  Dr.  Fox  Symonds  to  send  bottles  for  samples  to  be  analysed. 
^      The  arrangements  are  not  yet  completed,  but  as  far  as  they  go  are  satisfactory. 
I  was  informed  that  the  tanks  used  for  storing  tlie  water  were  covered,  but  I  could 
not  satisfy  myself  by  a  personal  inspection,  they  were  too  high.     It  would  be  as  well 
to  have  a  definite  assurance  that  tliis  necessary  precaution  has  been  taken. 
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I  have  the  best  reason  to  suppose  that  the  water  is  good  because  no  case  of 
tjphoid  has  occurred  wliile  the  refugees  have  been  in  the  camp,  wluch  could  possibly 
have  arisen  in  the  camp  itself. 

There  were  12  cases  in  hospital  but  all  were  infected  outside  the  camp. 

Baths. — Six  bath  houses,  each  containing  two  full-sized  baths  have  been 
erected.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  up  to  the  present  no  one  has  taken 
the  opportunity  to  wash. 

You  may  remember  that  in  my  report  on  Irene  1  asked  that  baths  should  be 
provided,  not  that  I  anticipated  that  they  would  be  of  much  use,  but  because  if  none 
were  supplied  the  omission  would  be  made  use  of  as  a  cause  of  complaint.  For  this 
reason  1  only  asked  for  one  for  men  and  one  for  women. 

I  recommend  that  in  this  case  no  more  baths  should  be  built  until  there  is 
evidence  that  they  will  be  required.  It  serves  no  purpose  to  iiicur  expense  for 
accommodation  which  is  never  used. 

The  places  for  washing  clothes  are  very  well  constructed.  The  Roer  women 
appreciate  them  highly.  One  said  it  was  the  only  {rood  thing  the  English  had  done 
for  them.  The  washing  water  is  drained  in  open  shuts  without  mosonry  to  land  in 
the  vicinity.     If  carefully  attended  to  it  will  cause  no  nuisance. 

The  latrines  are  similar  to  those  at  Irene. 

Apparently  there  is  no  intention  of  paving  the  floors  with  slate,  nor  do  I  think 
it  absolutely  necessary.  I  recommend  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  Dr.  H.  D. 
Crook,  to  use  fine  earth  in  the  way  I  recommended  in  the  case  of  the  latrines  at 
Irene.  • 

The  buckets  are  emptied  by  the  mines  sanitary  carts. 

In  two  places  I  saw  considerable  accumulations  of  rubbish,  principally  stable 
refuse,  a  legacy  from  the  old  regime.  .  This  refus3  should  be  fired  or  removed.  The 
doctor  spoke  of  covering  it  in.  This  step  would  certainly  suffice,  but  probably  it 
would  be  rather  expensive. 

The  difficulty  connected  with  the  use  of  latrines  placed  at  a  distance  from  the 
lodgings,  especially  with  the  children  during  the  night,  which  I  mentioned  when 
reporting  on  Irene,  has  been  felt  here.  I  can  only  recommend  the  same  remedy, 
viz.,  the  provision  of  small  closets  containing  only  one  bucket,  placed  near  the  tents 
or  sheds,  which  can  be  closed  in  day  time,  and,  of  course,  emptied  daily.  Dr.  Crook 
thinks  that  even  then,  an  there  are  four  doors  to  the  sheds,  unless  there  were  four 
closets,  the  Boers  could  not  take  the  trouble  to  walk  a  few  yards.  This  opinion  is 
probably  correct,  I  should  get  over  it  by  locking  all  doors  but  one,  there  could  then 
not  only  be  no  excuse  for  fouling  the  ground  but  every  inducement  to  behave 
decently. 

Housing  the  families. — ^This  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 

At  first  the  people  were  lodged  in  the  rooms  under  the  two  grand  stands. 

These  rooms  were  dark,  stutfy,  and  inconvenient. 

One  has  already  been  given  up  and  the  secood  will  be  en)ptied  immediately, 
and  they  will  be  used  as  stores. 

There  is  a  row  of  rooms  which  in  ordinary  times  were  used  for  totnlisators. 
There  are  10  rooms  only  8  feet  by  8  feet  by  10^  feet.  When  a  bedstead  is  put 
into  one  of  these  rooms  the  door  can  only  be  partly  opened.  The  stables  have  been 
used  as  living  rooms.  These  are  by  no  means  bad  lodgings.  There  are  20  which 
measure  11  feet  by  11  feet  by  10  feet.  They  have  brick  floors,  have  doors  in  front, 
and  behind.  Besides  thei*e  are  11  which  are  not  closed  (excepting  by  means  of  rugs), 
which  measure  11  feet  by  7  feet  by  10  feet.     These  lodgings  are  the  best  in  the  camp. 

To  accommodate  the  large  and  rapidly  increasing  number  of  refugees  six  more 
sheds  have  been  built,  200  feet'  by  241feet,  and*  18  feet  high  to  the  eaves.  1  had 
no  means  of  measuring  these  plans ;  the  *figuretf  lire  only  very  barely  correct.  The 
sheds  are  ventilated  on  each  side  by  20  windows,  3  feet  4  inches  by  2  feet,  below, 
and  20  of  the  same  dimensions  above.  There  is  a  door  at  each  end  and  one  at  each 
side  in  the  middle.  The  buildings  are  on  poles,  and  the  walls  are  not  continued  to 
the  line  of  the  soil,  leaving  on  the  lower  side  a  space  of  1  foot  6  inches. 

In  the  interior,  down  each  side,  is  a  floor  7  feet  wide,  and  a  gangway  between, 
which  is  unfloored,  the  bare  earth  being  exposed,  and  an  opening  under  the  side 
floors  is  also  left.  On  each  side  of  the  building  is  a  gallery  8  feet  wide,  approached 
by  stairs  at  each  end  of  the  building  and  by  one  outside  staircase  in  the  middle  of 
each  side. 
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There  ib  no  provi^ioD  for  privacy^  except  that  some  foniilies  hang  ap  rugs 
between  the  portious  of  floor  allotted  to  them  and  their  neighbours. 

These  buildings  might  be  very  suitable  for  barracks  used  by  men  only^  but 
nothing  less  soitable  for  families  could  be  well  conceited.  I  leare  oot  of  the  question 
such  objections  as  the  want  of  privacy.  Every  incident  of  family  life  must  be  carried 
on  coram  populo. 

There  are  to  my  mind  more  serious  objections. 

(a.)  The  buildings  are  very  draughty  and  in  winter  will  be  very  cold. 

(6.)  The  earth  between  the  floors  will  so<m  become  very  foul. 

(c.)  The  space  under  the  flooring  at  the  sides^  open  inside  and  outside^  is 
even  now  the  receptacle  of  all  sorts  of  rubbish,  foul  rags,  &c. 

{d.)  The  refugees  bring  in  huge  bundles  of  old  rags,  sheets,  &c.,  and  these 
are  liable  to  be  infected. 

(e.)  The  communication  between  families  is  so  free  that  one  case  of 
infectious  disease  might  well  spread  an  epidemic. 

(/.)  The  Boer  women,  with  good  reason,  object  to  living  in  these  sheds ; 
a  dirty  or  disagreeable  neighbour  can  make  life  very  uncomfortable. 
Besides,  tbey  are  very  noisy. 

• 

I  was  pleased  to  hear  that  the  superintendent  had  370  bell  tents  14  feet  in 
diameter,  and  was  putting  them  up. 

One  of  these  sheds  might  be  used  for  single  men,  and  could  accommodate  a 
good  number.     I  should  distribute  the  rest  to  the  other  refugee  camps. 

1  noticed  that  the  rain-water  was  carried  oft*  in  furrows.  A  few  iron  tanks  to 
collect  rain-water  for  use  would  be  a  boon. 

A  room,  27  feet  by  G2  feet  and  very  high,  has  been  used  as  a  hospital  for 
women  and  children.     It  contains  20  beds. 

Tents  have  been  put  up  for  parturient  women. 

ISo  need  has  yet  arisen  for  a  hospital  for  men.  The  sickness  amongst  men  h.'vs 
been  principally  malaria,  which  can  be  well  treated  in  the  ordinary  sheds. 

Dr.  Crook  has  managed  to  obtain  the  services  of  10  Dutch  nurses.  To  each  of 
these  women  a  certain  number  of  families  have  been  alio!  ted,  and  they  see  that,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  children  are  kept  clean  and  the  numerous  acts  of  negligence  are 
discontinued.  The  place  is  a  difficult  one  to  manage,  and  I  would  have  wished  to 
see  the  ground  kept  cleaner ;  but  I  recognized  that  the  establishment  had  not  long 
been  under  its  present  management,  and  I  was  pleased  to  notice  ererywhere  an 
earnest  endeavour  to  make  the  best  of  things  and  to  promote  cleanliness.  The 
hospital  should  be  provided  with  the  means  of  disinfecting  typhoid  and  other  excreta, 
and  also  linen,  in  the  manner  employed  at  Pretoria. 

1  am,  Ac, 

GEORGE  TURNER. 
The  Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 

P.S. — I  forgot  to  inform  you  that  the  population  is  not  exactly  known.^  A 
census  will  be  made  to-night,  and  I  shall  have  the  result  shortly. 
It  is  supposed  that  the  refugees  in  this  distriet  are  about  4,000. 

In  camp  ^,         .  •         . .  1 ,500 

Outside  ••        >••      .  ••         2,500 

Total         . .         4,000 

I  have  written  to  Fox-Symomis  about  the  sample  of  water  for  ^nalyris. — 6.  T., 
7th  March,  1901. 
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\y(b). 

Sir,  Vereeniging,  11th  March^  1901. 

I  anticipated  that  1  should  have  left  here  for  £landsfontein  yesterday  at 
4.25  p.m.  bat  I  was  disappointed. 

I  was  promised  that  my  carriage  should  start  this  morniug  at  8.30,  it  is  now 
9  o'clock  and  the  train  I  was  to  go  by  has  not  yet  put  in  an  appearance. 

Rain  here  has  much  hindered  my  work^  the  place  is  under  water. 

Yesterday  the  refugees  numbered  064  persons,  some  living  in  the  camp  and 
others  in  houses. 

The  numbers,  ages,  and  sex  as  follows :-— 


•         •  •         •  • 
»         •  •         •  • 

Total 

Adults. 

12  years  to  21  years. 

Under 
12  years. 

Both  sexes. 

Totals. 

Males. 

Females. 

Male. 

Female.<). 

Camp 
Hcusis    . 

85 
14 

108 
19 

46 
14 

35 
21 

280 
42 

554 
110 

99 

15J7 

60 

5G 

322 

664 

The  camp  is  situated  on  a  piece  of  grass  which  slopes  towards  the  Vaal  river. 

The  tents  are  pitched  at  regular  intervals,  the  ground  around  them  was,  when 
I  visited  the  place,  clean  and  well  kept,  but  the  superintendent  informed  me  he  had 
much  difficulty  in  Inducii^  the  people  to  dispose  of  refuse  pi'operly,  although  he  had 
provided  zinc  pails  at  frequent  intervals,  for  the  reception  of  slops  and  refuse. 

The  rubbish  is  taken  below  the  camp  as  much  as  possible  is  buiued  and  the 
rest  buried. 

The  latrines  placed  below  the  camp,  are  of  the  usual  description.  They  were 
clean  but  I  recommended  the  Buperintendenfc  to  use  eai*th  in  the  way  I  have  men- 
tioned in  previous  reports. 

I  also  advised  him  to  put  a  few  single  bucket  closets  in  the  camp,  for  night  use 
only,  and  which  would  be  locked  in  the  day  time.  Unless  this  is  done  it  is  hopeless 
to  expect  the  camp  to  remain  uufouled. 

I  noted  that  no  convenience  has  been  provided  for  either  washing  clothes  or 
bathing.  The  women  now  wash  in  the  river  or  in  any  puddle  which  they  can  find 
in  the  vicinity.  The  latter  practice  is  strictly  forbidden,  but  1  saw  it  being  done 
.none  the  less.  Ziuc  covered  washing  tenders,  sucli  as  those  I  saw  in  the  camp  at 
Johannesburg,  erected  near  the  river^  would^  I  have  no  doubt,  do  much  to  induce 
women  to  confine  their  washing  to  one  spot. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  baths  would  be  much  used,  especially  as  the  cold  weather 
is  at  hand,  nevertheless  a  couple,  one  for  men  and  the  other  for  women,  should  be 
furnished. 

A  hand-pump  would  be  required  to  fill  them,  unless  it  was  considered  better  to 
put  up  a  covered  and  fenced  in  bathing  house,  one  for  each  sex,  on  the  river  bank 
itself. 

No  coraiplaints  whatever  were  made  to  me  although  I  enquired  carefully. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of  sickness  in  the  camp.  How  much  it 
is  impossible  to  say  jvith  any  certainty,  becau3e  the  first  Medical  Officer  is  away  on 
account  of  ;$ickness,  said  to  be  malarial,  aud  no  records,  whatever  $eem  to  have  been 
kept. 

Dr.  Cume,  who  is  now  in  charge,  gave  me  information  as  to  44  cases  of  enteric 
which  he  had  attended. 

He  could  inform  me  with  respect  to  the  date. of  attack  of  nine  instances,  none 
of  which  occurred  earlier  than  24th  ib'ehruary  which  gives  a  clear  interval  of  14  day^ 
without  any  fresh  cases. 

These  41  cases  certainly. do  not  include  all. which  have  occurred  since  the 
formation  of  the  camp,  probably  not  all  which  occurred  in  the  months  of  January 
and  February  because  Dr.  Cume  has  not  been  in  charge  very  long  and  only  had 
information  with  regard  to  cases  which  actually  came  under  his  care. 

At  any  rate  44  cases  represents  a  sickness  of  66  per  cent,  in  two  months. 
The  cases  may  be  divided  as  folloMs  : — 
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Cases  of  enteric  occurring  in  the  camp  and  in  Iiouses  at  Verceuiging. 


Adults. 

12  years  to  21  years. 

Children,  both  sexes. 

Camp. 

Iiouses. 

Cump. 

Houses. 

Camp. 

Houses. 

S 

Sg 

S 

•      9 

6 

i 

^3 

€9 

s 

CX4 

a 

12 

;€ 

cS 

s 

^ 

4     1       9 

3 

» 

5 

4 

1 

2 

V ^ ; 

V ^.-J 

I    '    i 

13 

4 

9 

3 

These  figures  indicate  that  residence  in  camp  has  been  favourable  rather  than 
otherwise.     The  percentage  of  attacks  to  population  being  as  follows  : — 


The  percentage  of  those  living  in  camp 
„  ,,  houses 


5-6. 
11-8. 


With  imperfect  returns  to  go  upon  it  is  verj  difficult  to  prove  conclusively  the 
actual  cause  for  the  epidemic. 

The  cases  here  at  Vereeniging,  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  differ  in  a  very 
important  point  from  those  at  Irene  and  Johannesburg.  They  must  all  have  become 
infected  while  living  in  camp  itself. 

I  must  therefore  depend  chiefly  upon  my  personal  experience  of  the  most  usual 
cause  for  epidemics  of  typhoid  and  take  it  more  or  less  for  granted  that  it  has  been 
in  operation  too  hero. 

That  cause  almost  always  is  polluted  drinking  water. 

Drinking  water  was  at  first  brought  in  a  cart  from  a  spring  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Vaal  river,  when  it  was  possible  to  cross  the  drift,  until  lately  in  that  event 
water  was  taken  from  the  Vaal,  but  during  the  last  fortnight  the  drift  has  been 
impassable  and  water  has  been  taken  from  the  Klip  river  drift  2  miles  away. 
I  could  not  cross  tlie  river  to  inspect  the  spring  on  acoount  of  the  weather,  but  I 
went  to  the  Klip  river  drift  whence  the  water  is  now  obtained. 

1  was  not  at  all  surprised  to  see  clothes  drying  on  the  bank  and  a  dozen  natives 
standing  in  the  water  washing  linen  about  120  yards  above  the  spot  where  the 
water  for  drinking  is  taken.  I  may  mention  that  the  refugees  have  a  prejudice 
against  the  water  from  the  Klip  river  because  they  say  it  is  polluted  by  Johan- 
nesburg, however  that  may  be  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  as  far  as  Johannesburg  to 
find  a  very  serious  objection  to  the  river  water.  But  this  belief  induces  them  to 
drink  the  water  of  the  Vaal,  and  the  water  of  the  Vaal  is  polluted  to  a  certainty. 
Only  to  mention  one  case:  on  the  9th,  10th  and  11th  it  was  raining  hard  here. 
The  latrines  at  the -station  are  placed  in  a  hollow  near  the  line,  the  storm  water  was 
running  through  this  latrine  washing  it  out  into  a  ditch  which  discharges  into  the 
Vaal  above  the  camp. 

There  are  at  least  six  wells  in  the  neighbourhood,  one  has  been  closed  by 
order,  one  other  is  so  notoriously  dirty  that  no  one  drinks  it,  and  the  others  are  not 
by  any  means  above  suspicion.  The  only  way  to  protect  the  camp  will  be  to  afford 
the  means  of  boiling  all  intended  for  drinking. 

There  arc  600  persons  in  round  numbers  and  1  gallon  per  diem  will  more 
than  .suffice.  Two  4-feet  galvanized  tanks  would  give  800  gallons  of  water,  but  as 
they  would  have  to  stand  to  cool  four  tanks  of  4  feet  by  4  feet  by  4  feet  would  bo 
required. 

These  tanks  should  be  fitted  with  cocks  lo  draw  ofi^  the  water  placed  3  inches 
above  the  bottom,  this  will  allow  for  sedimentation.  To  make  the  arrangement 
complete,  other  tanks  filled  for  6  inches  with  stones  and  gravel  as  filters  would 
gerve  as  filters,  and  thus  finely  clear  water  only  would  be  boiled. 

I  do  not  recommend  the  use  of  filter  pumps,  as  I  am  afraid  as  there  is  no  one 
who  understands  them,  they  would  soon  get  clogged  and  useless  if  not  broken. 


The  Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 


I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  TURNER. 
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II. 

•  Co?Y  of  circular  telegram  sent  to  all  Superintendents. 

Froni  Refuge  to  all  Superintendents. 

(No.  264.)  13th  March,  1901. 

The  Director  of  Education  wishes  to  know  whether  your  camp  can  promise 
dielter  to  be  used  for  a  school,  and  what  nature  and  capacity. 

The  following  are  the  replies  to  above  telegram  : — 

From  Klerksdorp — 

Government  school  building  obtainable  contains  eight  rooms,  accommodation 

for  250  children.     Miss  Teengs  is  using  four  rooms,  and  has  100  pupils.     Mr. 

Hesse,  a  refugee  here,  is  qualified  to  teach  English  and  Dutch  ;  other  teacliers 
obtainable  also  ;  the  old  Dutch  Ciiurch  is  available  also. 

From  Volksrust — 

Have  no  suitable   shelter  for  school,  and  cannot  promise  any.     I  have  no 
building,  and  a  marquee  would  not  suit. 

From  Heidelberg — 

Schoolroom  being  erected ;  stone  walls  0  feet ;  iron  room,  30  feet  by  18  feet 
inside  measurement ;  forms,  tables,  and  two  windows  not  obtained  yet. 

From  Irene — 

No  room  at  present ;  a  building  will  be  sent  me  early  date,  and  so  soon  as  up 
will  have  room  ;  we  have  school  here  now  under  tarpaulins. 

From  Vereeniging — 

I  have  large  marquee  which  can  be  used  for  a  school,  it  will  hold  about  100 
children.     I  have  230  children  between  ages  of  0  and  1(). 

From  Standcrton — 

Sorry  have  no  accommodation  for  school  here,  unable  to  say  when  can  have. 

Mafeking — 

School  here  in  full  working  order,  about  200  pupils. 

From  Barberton — 

No  shelter  or  other  accommodation  available  for  school.     Have  good  site  just 
•outside  camp.     Would  suggest  you  sending  a  large  marquee  and  forms  for  the" 
purpose.     School  would  be  valuable  acquisition. 

From  Potchefstrooni — 

Magistrate  and  self  went  round  town  re  schoolrooms ;  we  found  two  large 
places  formerly  used  as  schools  with  a  number  of  desks  and  seats,  these  places  are 
now  occupied  by  refugees;  I  siiould  say  400  children  could  be  accommodated. 

!No  place  in  my  camp  fit  for  school;  could  try  and  get  one  of  the  churches; 
desks  and  seats  would  have  to  be  brought  here  as  none  a'*e  here,  no  wood  to  make 
them. 
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X. 

Office  of  the  Military  Governor,  Goverumeut  Buildiugs, 

^     "^  I^et(vria/S8th  February,  1091. 

To   |]l9  ^{SfilflR^    |)pmmandants   and    District   Commissioners  .in   the   ^i^^ds.t*^) 
Colony, 

As  yon  arc  aware,  iB§ft)4atondaBk  bavd  hew  af^^iut^d  to  th»  diflbmni 
burgher  camps  at  Heidelberg,  Johannesburg,  Potchefstroom,  Standorton,  Volksrust, 
Klerksdorp,  Frene,  Yereeniging,  Mafs)iiug,  Middelbuug,  Bel&96,  9l\\X  Bai:l^ei't^)V 

Transfers  of  burghers,  women,  and  children,  are  frequently  being  effected  from 
other  places  to  these  camps.  This  is  often  done  without  pi^evbus  advice  to  the 
official  in  charge  at  the  pijmp  \vhither  tl\e  refugees  gre  being  ^espatchp^^  t!l9*'^W' 
causing  incpnv^^^iejice. 

WjU  jqu  pjeasp,  in  future,  give  as  timply  nqtice  as  possible  by  telegraip  tq  tljp 
superintenaents  of  the  above  camps  pf  the  despatch  of  v^fugeea  to  tTieiv  Cf^iflps. 
Please  state  also  in  the  advising  telegram  the  number  oif  men,  women,  and  children 
you  are  despatching. 

The  registered  telegraphic  address  of  each  superintendent  is  **  ttefqgc.'' 

J,  G,  MAXWM^,  Mm^9imml 

Military  Governor, 


Extract  from  Arniy  Ordei's,  South  Africa, 

Prpterja,  lt\i  Mftvch,  180J. 

1.  Refugee  Camps. — The  Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  and  the  Deputy 
Administrator,  Orange  River  Colony,  will  be  responsible  fqr  thfi  form^^tiqp  and 
maintenance  of  burgher  refugee  camps. 

In  the  Transvaal  such  camps  ^ill  bo  administoDed  by  dvilian  superintendents, 
under  the  general  management  of  Major  Goodwin,  Railway  Pioneer  Regiment,  to 
whom  all  communications  connected  with  the  internal  managemeql  ihauld  be 
addressed,  at  Government  BujldingS;,  Pretoria. 

General  Officers  Commanding  and  Oommandants  are  responsible  only  for  the 
external  protection  of  these  camps,  and  will  afford  the  superintendents  as  n^uch 
assistance  as  possible. 

^h,eniygr  PfiS^iW^i  ^mm  ^ccamw^^t^m  fi^wH  k^  proYi4p4  ^w  aHcl\  ptock 
M  ?fi%«es  ra^j  bvipg  in  vith  thero  far  prnt^gtion* 

General  Officers  Oommauding  ai^a  CommandftpU  qf  Stlfctiaftfi  ibpuld  arrftppt 
to  send  to  the  nearest  camp  all  refugee  ifamilies,  or  families  drawing  relief. 

Timely  notice  should  be  given  to  the  superintendents  IB  Q^'^^v  (hat  the 
necessary  arrangements  may  be  made? 

pri^oQen  of  war  should  nok  be  sent  to  these  eamps. 
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Mkdk'al  Report  for  all  camps  for  the  week  ending  2ud  March^  1901. 
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Mkdical  Report  fiVm  all  eainps  for  the  w«ek  ^i^4^  18th  M«,reh>  1801. 
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ORANGE  RIVER  COLONY. 
NATAL. 


From  Lord  Kitchener  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Army  Head- quarters.  South  Africa, 
Sir,  Pretoria,  20th  iMarch,  1901. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  (unnumbered)  of  the  22nd  instant,  I  have  the 
lionour  to  forward  herewitli  the  reports  of  Deputy  Administrator,  Orange  River 
Colony,  and  that  of  the  General  Officer  Commanding,  Natal,  on  the  Burgher 
Eefugee  Camps  in  those  Colonies. 

I  have,  Sfc, 

KITCHENER,  General, 

Commanding^in- Chief,  South  Africa. 


Repokt  on  Rkfugee  Camps,  established  for  the  benefit  of  OitAN(jE 

River  Colony  Refugees. 

1.  Refugee  camps  are  established  for  Orange  Hirer  Colony  refugees  at  the 
following  places : — 

Brandfort,  Vredefort  Road,  Nerval's  Pont,  Bloemfontein,  Winburg,  Spring- 
fonlein,  Heilbron,  Aliwal  North,  Kroonstad,  Kdenburg,  Harrismith,  and  Kimberley 
and  Port  Elizabeth. 

The  total  number  of  refugees  for  the  week  ending  16th  March,  1901,  being 
11,563  whites,  8,811  natives;  total,  20,374, 

Rules  for  2.  During  hostilities  the  rules  for  ingress  and  egress  are  as  follows,  but  will 

ingress  and  be  amended  as  soon  as  hostilities  cease  : — 

egress. 

''  No  persons  are  allowed  to  proceed  from  one  refugee  camp  to  another,  or  to 
one  town,  without  a  pass  being  signed  by  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Refugee 
Camps.  These  passes  are  only  given  when  very  good  reasons  are  put  forward,  but 
are  then  always  allowed.  Passes  from  the  refugee  camp  to  town  are  given  daily  to 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  refugee  camps.  Passes  are  given  to 
all  friends  to  visit  their  friends  in  the  refugee  camps,  and  as  little  restriction  as 
possible  is  placed  on  tlio  refugees  by  superintendents.  The  camps  are  made  as 
favourable  as  possible  under  the  circumstances,  the  inhabitants  are  not  treated  like 
prisoners,  and  every  encouragement  is  given  to  such  games  as  cricket  and  football ; 
Government  in  some  cases  having  supplied  cricket  requisites,  &c." 

flogpital  3-  Hospitals  are  established  in  all  the  camps,  and  one  Medical  Officer  allowed 

and  hospital  for  each  1,000  refugees.  Trained  nurses  in  proportion  of  one  per  1,000  refugees,  in 
attcDdauce.  addition  to  which  paid  female  refugees  nurses  and  hospital  orderlies  are  allowed 
at  about  three  per  1,000,  the  hospital  establishment  being  increased  in  case  of  any 
grave  sickness  or  outbreak  of  fever.  The  hospitals  are  established  in  wood  and 
iron  buildings  or  marquee  tents ;  all  linen,  clothing  and  hospital  luxuries  of  every 
description  are  supplied  without  stint. 

Rations.  *'  ^^^^  ^^  rations  is  set  forth  in  Appendix  A. 

The  rations  given  are  supplied  by  the  contractors,  Messrs.  Champion  &  Co. 
The  cost  of  rations  is  as  follows  : — 

s.     d. 

White  rations  per  diem    .  •          . .          .  •  ••09 

Native  adult  rations  per  diem      . .          . .  . .      0     4;!; 

Native  children  rations  per  diem  . .          . .  ..03^ 

This  has  given  every  satisfaction,  and  is  found  to  be  ample,  as,  in  the  case  of  white 
refu^'ees,  there  is  no  distinction  made  between  adults  and  children.  j 
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All  persons  who  arrive  in  camp,  and  who  are  not  provided  with  bedding, 
blankets^  plates,  knives,  forks,  cups,  &c.,  liave  these  articles  supplied  to  them  at  the 
expense  of  Goyernment. 

5.  Ample  accommodation  is  provided  in  all  camps  for  the  refugees,  some  are  Accommo- 
in  wood  and  iron  buildings,  each  family  having  a  separate  room,  some  in  marquees,  <^*t^^>'»- 
while  others  have  bell  tents  ;  overcrowding  in  all  cases  being  strictly  forbidden. 

Suitable  latrines  for  both  men  and  women  are  constructed  with  corrugated  iron 
and  wood. 

Washing  places  are  also  provided  in  the  same  way  for  both  sexes. 

Schools  have  already  been  started  in  most  of  the  refugee  camps,  being  held 
either  in  a  large  room  set  apart  in  one  of  the  iron  and  wood  structures,  a  marquee 
tent,  or  a  shelter  constructed  of  wood  and  tarpaulins.  In  those  camps  where  schools 
have  not  yet  been  started  steps  are  being  taken  to  provide  the  necessary  accommo- 
dation with  the  utmost  despatch. 

Shops  are  established  in  the  largest  camps,  so  that  refugees  can  buy  any  luxuries, 
&€.,  they  require,  over  and  above  what  is  supplied  by  Government. 

0.  Dutcli  Reformed  Ministers  are  permitted  to  hold  services  in  the  various  Ministers. 
camps,  provided  they  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  Government, 
and  receive  their  salaries  as  heretofore,  viz.,  16/.  l^s.  irf.  per  mcnsum. 

7.  Clothing  is  supplied  by  Governuient  to  all  destitute  refugees,  who  are  clothing, 
unable  through  poverty  to  pay  for  the  same.  The  Superintendent  of  each  camp 
forms  a  Committee  of  persons  to  supeiTise  the  expenditure  on  clothing.  This 
Committee  consists  of  the  Superintendent  and  three  other  local  residents  in  the 
camp  (male  or  female).  When  it  is  considered  necessary  by  the  Committee  to 
provide  clothing  for  any  refugees  they  forward  a  statement  to  the  Chief  .Superin- 
tendent of  Eefugee  Camps,  who  checks  the  indent  carefully,  and  takes  the  necessary 
steps  to  despatch  the  clothing. 

A.  G.  TROLLOPE,  Captain, 

Chief  Superintendent  Refugee  Camps, 
Orange  River  Colony. 


Circular  No.  7.  Bloemfontein,  Orange  River  Colony, 

8th  March,  1901, 

Amended  Scale  of  Rations. 

To  all  White  Refugees. 

^  lb.  fresh  meat  (or  tinned,  when  fresh  unobtainable). 

I  lb.  either  meal,  or  rice,  samp,  or  potatoes,  upon  due  notice  being  given. 

1  oz.  coffee. 

1  oz.  salt. 

2  oz.  sugar. 

-j^th  part  of  tin  of  condensed  milk. 

Scale  of  Rations. — Natives. 

Natives  over  12  years  of  age. 

1^  lb.  either  mealies,  Kaffir  corn,  unsifted  meal,  or  mealie 

meal  Daily. 

^  oz.  salt  • .         .  •         •  •         •  •         ,  •         •  •  Ditto. 

1  lb.  fresh  or  tiimed  meat  Once  a  week. 

^  oz.  coffee         Ditto. 

3  oz.  sugar         Ditto. 
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1  IB.  eilBer  mealifes,  Kaffir  corii,  unsifted  meal,  or  mealie 
in6&i  ••  ••  •.  ••  «•  •• 

i  oz.  salt  . .  ,        . .  . .  • . 

I  K.  fi-esii  QY  tifiiied  meat  . .  ; . 

1  bz.  cofte'e 

2  oz.  sugar 


• « 


Dailj. 

Ditto. 

Once  u  wCbk. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Refugee 

Camp, 

Maritzburg. 

Itefugee 

Camp, 

Howick. 


Accommo- 
dation. 


Clothiui^*. 


Religion. 


Enclosure  No.  1. 

Head-quarterft^  Nittai  DiSti-ict^ 
Military  Governor,  Pretoria.  I^cVcasttej  Slit  Mardi>  19t3l. 

Referring  to  ymtr  tele|t-aAi,/^M.fet."  No.  sbl  of  20ffi  Tiistkn^;  I  IfibMft  thtS 
following  General  Eeport  on  the  Refugee  Camps  in  Natal : — * 

St^ff :  J^.   .Sti-ttben,   Esq.,  Commandant ;    Lietttcfnant  Shepstonfe,   Q^attSet- 
Master  (late  Rhodesian  Regiment) ;  Mr.  Bebren^  A^Btrtant  Qtiarter-Master. 

Htsfi:   E,^Caldecott,  Efeq.*,  Commandant  j  U.  AllAwayj  Bsq.,  Qti^rter-Mkster 
and  Assiistant  Comniandant. 


•Schools. 


Rations 


Camp  regu- 
lations. 


NUMBEKS. 

•**^-.,  -   .                 <-^w  ^    ♦tw 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Maritzburg             • . 
Howick       ..         •;         ..  ; 

177* 

5d* 

5G2* 
264* 

1,080 
382 

*  Ttttl^e  nrtiSlbers  mclude  all  those  over  12  years  of  age. 

Until  recently  in  marquees  and  circular  bell  tents  (owii>g  to  the  impossibility  of 
obtaining  a  large  enough  supply),  at  the  rate  of  10  per  marquee  and  4  per  bell  tent. 

For  some  months  the  Commanding  Royal  Engineer  has  been  erecting  a  quantity 
of  smf^U  two-roomed  houses  with  wooden  frffffrework  and  waterproof  canvas  roofs  and 
walls,  with  door  and  windows.  These  appear  to  be  a  great  success  and  are  being 
filled  with  fSftiittel^  ^s  s&oYi  nfe  Completed  fit  the  rate  of  five  per  room  or  10  per  house. 
The  t6t&l  ^rfteilfel"  of  ^ese  will  be  132,  to  accommodate  1,320  people.  About  60 
are  already  completed  and  occupied,  and  the  remainder  will  be  finished  shortly,  so 
that  there  will  be  ample  accommodation  unless  the  camp  Ts  largely  increased. 

All  the  families  at  Howick  are  in  marquees,  otherwise  tlie  camp  there  is  run  on 
exactly  the  same  lines  as  at  MaritzUui'g. 

Applications  are  made  for  clothing  to  the  Camp  Commandant,  who,  together 
with  a  Cbmrilittee  of  ladies  and  sub-committee  of  lioer  women,  go  into  the  eas^  of 
necessity.     Requisitions  are  then  made  on  the  Ordnance  Department. 

Religious  services  are  held  at  various  times  by  the  Rev.  Rousseau  at  Maritzburg, 
and  the  Rev.  Van  der  Horst  at  Howick  (Dutch  Fi-cdikhn'ts),  a  krge  Ordiiahcc  ^torc 
tent  being  used  as  church  at  Pielermaritzburg.  It  was  not  large  enough  for  the 
pui-pose,  but  none  others  were  available,  but  now,  as  there  will  be  more  accommo- 
dation, another  has  been  provided,  and  these  are  also  used  as  schools. 

The  school  at  Pietermarit2^urg  is  linger  Mr.  VeriiVaak,  who  teaches  voluntarily. 
The  Rev.  Van  der  Porst  teaches  at.. Howick ;  the  gftbjects  taught  arfe  :  readftg, 
writing,  history,  geography,  arithmetic,  English  and  Dut<?h. 

A  scale  Orations  is  appended  (marked  "A  "). 

Copy  alsd  «fi»endod  (marked  ''  B  ";. 
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?Phe  camp  is  onlj?  closed  on  pnx?  side^  apd  thgye  avQ  \\Q  ffiStlictipijg  ^  fca  t^if  Passes. 
refugees  going  out  or  coming  in  between  the  hours  of  D  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  ]3ut 
although  not  enclosed,  friends  are  not  supposed  to  visit  the  caipo  yithout  a  pass  from 
the  Gannson  Adjutant  and  Commandant,  Howick,  and  I  {hin^  this  rule  is  well 
complied  with.  It  is  not  desirable  that  all  friends  ^hould  be  allowed  into  camp  at 
Maritzburg  as  there  are  so  many  pro-Boer  agitatoi-s  in  the  place,  although  no  doubt 
the  refugees  visit  them  in  town. 

All  are  allowed  their  native  servants  in  caniu  if  tllfiY  have  them.  Native 

Rervaiits. 

Refugees  arc  allowed  communication  bj  letter  with  their  friends,  subject  to  (^mmuni- 
censorship.     They  are  also  allowed  to  visit  friends  on  pass,  and  allowed  to  live  with  ^•'^^**"^* 
friends  within  prescribed  limits  if  so  desired. 

Iron  receptacles  foj*  vrtbbisii  have  been  provided,  smaller  ones  are  provided  near  Sunitation. 
the   tents,   and  the  rubbish  is  carried  to  the  larger  receptacjes,  froq  ^\\\c\\  the 
contraetpr  i^emoves  the  stuff  at  least  once  in  the  24  hours. 

A  ]^Yg^  uuipl^QV  Qf  ftlop-wat^r  thinks  on  wheels  have  jseen  provided  between  the 
tents ;  these  are  eniptied  into  the  sanitary  oarts,  and  the  latey  removed  ouoe  in  the 

Drains  have  been  provided  to  carry  off  the  water  from  WUb'l^Stti^Sa  4^- 

Wood  and  iron  latrines,  with  ample  and  separate  accommodatiou  &r  both  ^xes  L'^^^trines 
and  for  small  children,  are  built  at  suitably  pla;^  t^hrqugbQUt  ((le  ^v^]^- 

A  WflQ4  *ud  iron  bath-house,  with  brick  floor,  40  feet  by  10  feet^  is  provided  at  Bath  aiid 
Maritzburg;  the  water  is  laid  on  to  12  baths.  T^^IV^ 

Ten  wash-houses,  each  2^  feet  by  }0  feet,  unil  six  pagji  gQ  fi^(  by  lii  ipct  have 
*  been  l;iPJlt,tlie  latter  are  provided  \vit|i  wa^liing  ))euclies  ^q  ffhjgU  \lfateV  i^  l^i^  Q^* 

At  Howick  a  bath-house  with  eight  bath§  is  prftyi^eft  f^f  ^^  VOPJ^Q  P^l 
children.  The  men  bathe  in  the  river  at  a  selected  spqt.  Tl^p  M'ash-houses  t^ve  l^rge 
wood  an4  i^l"  buildingjj  Tvith  washing  benches,  to  which  the  water  is  laiil  ofi. 

The  water  supply  at  Maritzburg  is  connected  to  the  town  main  and  is  QQBtJRPIlM«  W^'tor 
T^nka  are  distribiitecl  af  couyeniept  jptprvals  ab,Q^t  thp  (Jftinp?  *r4  ft  Wippl^  Of  4^  j[f^|lons  s"i>Pb'» 
per  head  is  assured. 

At  Howick  the  water  is  pumped  up  from  the  Biver  Umgeni,  and  is  (|igtri}).uted 
by  stand-pipes  and  storage  tanks  throughout  the  camp. 

At  Maritzburg  there  is  a  resident  Medical  Offjcer,  who  njakeg  a  sapitary  in- Hospital 
speetion  of  the  camp  daily^  any  pf  the  latter  requiring  hospita]  ac^opip^odation  §re  ?'^^  medica 
admitted  to  the  hospital  at  Port  Napier.   '  '^  .  ^^te,riance. 

Ai  Howipk  ft  wood  and  iron  ward  iu  tho  general  hospital  olose  by  is  appro- 
priated for  the  sick,  lighter  cases  of  illness  being  treated  in  marquees,  a  M^4i^l 
Officer  hping  tpl^  qff  ^o  yjsit  the  cj^njp  4^}}y. 

Stores  have  been  erected  where  the  families  with  money  can  purchase  food  and  Sutlers' 

u§ftf»l  hftmebflld  wticles.  '  ^*«'®^- 

R  AMBBB,  Major, 

Newcastle,  2l8t  March,  1901. 


Scale  of  rations  for  indigent  pefufl[ees  »t  Pietermariizburg  and  Uewiok  :- 


■?cag8wrfPPP  nm  uimwt  u»  uitj^j..  mnu^i.. 


Meat* 

Potatoes  (or  equivalents) 
Oofke 

Sugar 

Salt        •  •         f  •         « « 

Meal 

Milk  (sweetened)        • . 
Wood    .«        f^        •• 


per  week 


tf 


Acquits. 


7  lbs. 
4    „ 

7  0Z8. 

U   „ 
14*l'bs. 


Children 
5  to  Jg. 


8^  lbs. 
8     „ 

H  „ 

7  ozs. 
8i„ 

•  • 

Uibs. 


J. IJX 

flliildren 


•1 


8i  lbs. 
4  tins. 
7  lbs. 


•  If  meat  be  lean  |  oz,  dripping,  or  fat  bacon,  to  be  substituted  for  equal  quantity  of  meat  daily 
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With  reference  to  District  Orders,  dated  3rd  December,  1900,  paragraph  6, 
the  following  is  the  cost  of  the  above  refugee  rations : — 

«•  d. 

Adults          6  1 

Children,  5  to  12 4  1 

„        under  6     . .          . ,          . ,         3  1 


B. 

Regulations  for  the  Rekugee  Camp. 

1.  Heads  of  families  are  responsible  for  their  own  tents  and  surroundings. 

2.  In  the  case  of  single  men,  one  in  each  tent,  elected  bj  the  rest,  will  be 
responsible  for  tlie  cleanliness,  &c.,  of  his  own  tent. 

3.  No  one  on  any  pretence  is  to  go  near  any  Military  Camps,  Rifle  Ranges, 
Stores,  or  Railway  Station. 

4.  All  lights  to  be  out  by  9  p.m. 

5.  Every  person  to  be  in  camp  by  7  p.m. 

0.  The  single  men  are  not  to  visit  tlie  married  people  without  permission  from 
the  Commandant,  Refugee  Camp. 

7.  The  camp  should  be  cleaned  up  by  1 1  a.m.  daily. 

8.  A  representative  from  each  tent  should  attend  every  morning  at  9.30  a.m. 
to  draw  rations  from  the  ration  ^tand. 

9.  Persons  using  the  latrines  should  use  dry  earth  freely  from  boxes  provided 
for  the  purpose.  All  persons  are  reminded  that  there  are  separate  latrines  for  men 
and  women. 

10.  Fires  should  not  be  lighted  too  close  to  the  tents,  and  the  fire  places  should 
bo  kept  clean. 

11.  No  persons  to  leave  camp  before  9  a.m. 

12.  'No  washing  is  allowed  except  in  the  wash-houses  provided  for  the  purpose. 

13.  No  refuse  is  to  be  thrown  outside  the  tents,  but  must  be  placed  in  the 
buckets  provided  for  the  purpose,  and  emptied  into  the  refuse  receptacles. 

14.  No  washing  is  to  be  dried  except  at  the  drying  places  apportioned  off  for 
that  purpose^ 

15.  Wheeled  receptacles  will  be  provided  for  the  purpose  of  taking  away  water, 
which  should  not  be  thrown  outside  the  tents. 

16.  The  Induna  and  sweepers  will  be  under  the  orders  of  a  Sanitary  Corporal, 
and  on  no  account  are  to  be  used  by  the  Refugees. 

17.  All  cooking  will  be  done  in  the  cook-houses,  or  in  the  field  kitchens,  or  in 
places  allotted  for  the  purpose  by  the  Commandant. 

18.  One  man  in  each  row  to  be  appointed  by  the  rest  to  be  held  responsible 
for  the  cleanliness  of  that  row,  and  any  person  refusing  to  obey  his  orders  to  be 
reported  to  the  Commandant  of  the  Camp,  and  dealt  with  by  him. 

19.  Any  person  found  misusing  the  latrines  to  be  made  to  clean  out  the  same. 

20.  All  tents  in  fine  weather  to  be  rolled  up  at  the  side  by  9,30  a.m.,  and  the 
man  in  charge  of  each  tent  to  be  held  responsible  for  neglect. 

21.  Lids  to  be  knpt  on  the  refuse  tubs,  and  disinfectants  sprinkled  in  them 
by  the  occupants  of  the  tents. 

22.  Refugees  are  reminded  that  these  regulations  are  for  their  own  benefit,  and 
they  are  also  reminded  that  they  are  under  jMartial  Law,  and  that  unless  they 
comply  with  those  orders,  they  are  liable  lo  be  punished  by  Martial  Law. 

By  Order, 

G.  P.  APPLEBY,  Captain, 

Garrison  Adjutant. 
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CAPE  COLONY. 


From  Lord  Kitchener  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 

Army  Head-quarters,  South  Africa, 
Sir,  Pretoria,  10th  Maj,  1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  reports  on  refugee  camps  in  Cape 
Colony.  Those  on  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony  have  already  been 
despatched  to  yon. 

I  have,  &c., 

KITCHBN"EE,  General, 

Commanding-in^Chief,  South  Africa. 


From  the  General  Officer  Commanding,  Kimberley,  to  S.O.P,,  Lines  of 

Communication. 

(Telegram.) 

(No.  M  918.)  1st  April,  1901. 

In  reply  to  3'our  P.T?.,  No.  1510,  27th  March,  there  are  at  present  in 
Kimberley  Refugee  Camp,  66  men,  135  women,  161  girls,  117  youths  148  children, 
under  six  years ;  total,  717.  They  are  allowed  out  on  pass  once  a  week.  Friends 
may  visit  on  permit.  Military  doctor  in  attendance.  Food  supplied  by  Army 
Service  Corps  daily.  There  are  only  undesirables  in  camp  at  present.  Orange  River 
Camp  number  72,  viz.,  19  adult  males,  17  females,  36  children;  natives,  31 — 12 
male,  13  female,  6  children.  Being  refugees  they  are  fed  by  civil  authorities,  Hope- 
town,  and  full  freedom  of  ingress  and  egress.  Vry burg— white,  13  men,  35  boys, 
62  women  and  girls;  undesirables,  10  men,  30  women  and  children;  natives,  83:i 
women  and  chiUlren,  229  men  and  boys.  Warrenton  only  just  starting  camp. 
Consists  of  about  500  sent  in  by  Lord  Methuen,  mostly  undesirables.  Full 
particulars  by  post  to  follow  on  all  camps. 


Report  on  the  Boeu  Exile  Camps  at  Pout  Elizabeth. 
From  the  Commandant,  Boer  Exile  Camp,  to  the  Commandant,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Sir,  27th  March,  1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
that  in  the  camps  under  my  charge  I  have  358  men  and  women  and  children. 

There  are  two  camps  about  20  yards  from  one  another  surrounded  by  wire 
fencing,  the  smaller  one  for  the  men,  who  are  living  in  tents,  of  whom  there  are  20, 
and  the  larger  one  for  women  and  children,  of  whom  there  are  338,  including  infants 
in  arms  and  babies. 

Both  camps  are  on  the  high,  open  ground,  north  of  the  town  overlooking;  the 
sea,  and  the  position  is  a  very  healthy  one,  and  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  there  has 
been  next  to  no  illness  in  the  camps,  and  the  hospital  is  at  the  present  moment,  and 
has  been  for  some  time,  empty. 

'i  he  hospital  is  in  the  women's  camp,  and  is  reserved  exclusively  for  tlieir  use,  The 
all  the  cases  amongst  the  men  being  treated  at  the  base  hospital,  Port  Klizabcth.  liospita!. 
The  building  consists  of  a  large  corrugated  iron  ward,  board-lined,  with  four  large 
windows.     There  is  also  a  small  dispensary  attached  to  the  building,  and  a  small 
^*Gpm  for  the  use  of  the  liospital  nurse.     There  have  only  been  five  cases  of  fever, 
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Accommo- 
dation. 


DiQ}n<j 
room. 


Kitchep 


diagnosed  as  mild  enteric.     Tb.crc  liavc  boon  no  deaths  among  the  adults,  and  only 
t!iree  amongst  the  children,  twio  of  \\\mU  were  baWes. 

TliG  inmates  of  the  women's  camp  are  accommodated  in  three  blocks  of  corru- 
gated iron  buildings,  the  three  blocks  containing  50  rooms,  all  the  buildings  have 
boarded  floors  and  ceilings,  each  room  has  a  large  window  and  door  opening  on  to 
the  yaid. 

There  is  also  a  large  dining  room,  with  24  tables  and  benches,  in  which  the 
inmates  have  their  meals  together,  breakfast  at  8  a.m.,  dinner  at  1  ]).m.,  and  tea  at 
0  p  in.     The  room  is  also  a  corrngatcd-iron  one,  and  has  a  boarded  floor. 

The  kitchen  is  tlic  same  kind  of  building,  and  is  littcd  witli  a  kitchen  range, 
four  coppers,  a  large  bt)i!cr,  which  is  kept  full  of  hot  water  for  the  u>(;  of  the  inmates, 
and  the  necessary  tables,  dressers,  and  cnpboards.  There  is  also  a  store  room 
opening  off  the  kitchen,  in  which  the  contractor  keeps  his  stores,  under  the  super- 
vision of  one  of  the  women. 

There  are  two  wash-houses  where  the  women  wash  their  clothes,  and  alouo:side 
them  arc  the  two  large  water  tanks,  with  a  small  force  pump.  The  tanks  are  filled 
daily  by  means  of  water  carts,  as  the  water  supply  is  not  laid  on  from  the  town. 

There  are  two  large  latrines  in  the  women's  camp,  and  two  smaller  ones  in  the 
men's  camp,  one  of  tlio  lalter  being  for  the  use  of  the  men  of  the  military  guard,  as 
the  guard  tent  is  situated  in  the  meirs  Camp.  The  latrines  are  on  the  tub  system, 
and  the  town  sanitary  carts  call  daily  to  change  the  tubs,  and  remove  all  refuse  from 
the  refuse  pits  and  barrels.  The  town  sanitary  inspector  visits  the  camps  periodically 
to  inspect  latrines  and  sanitary  arrangements. 

There  ia  a  ainail  mortuary  in  case  of  any  deaths  occurring  in  the  women's 
camp4 

Inspection,  The  cam ps  are  inspected  daily  by  the  Cottimandant  of  the  Boer  exiles  and 

Medical       periodically  by  the  Base  Commandant,  Fort  Elizabeth.    f)octor  Blackburn,  a  civilian 
attendance,  doctor  in  rort  ISlizabeth,  has  charge  of  the  camps,  and  visits  them  daily. 

Food  The  food  is  supplied  by  a  contractor  from  Port  Elizabeth,  Mr.  J.  Pox  Smith, 

«"l»Pb'-  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  and  three  halfpence  (1^.  l^rf.)  per  head.  The  food 
consists  of  150  lbs.  of  meat  and  thirty  (30)  loaves  of  bread  daily,  also  twenty  (20) 
bottles  of  fresh  milk  for  the  use  of  infants.  The  supply  of  vegetables  is  unlimited. 
Tea,  coffee,  sugar,  condensed  milk,  butter  and  preserves  are  issued  from  the 
contractor's  storeroom  on  the  matron's  requisition  by  the  storekeeper. 

ITie  matron.  The  matron  is  in  supreme  charge  of  the  camps  under  the  Commandant. 


Wash- 
hou*^a. 


Sanitary. 


Sanitary 
inspection. 

Mortuary. 


cleanliness  of  the 
The  health  of  the 


The  nurse.  The  hospital  nurse  is  answerable   to    the  matron  for   the 

hospital,  care  of  the  patients,  and  proper  conduct  of  the  same, 
camp  is  very  good. 

The  scliooL  The  school  is  held  in  the  dining  room  and  is  supported  by  Mr.   Graff  of 

Cape  Town,  under  the  supervision  of  the  matron  with  two  of  the  inmates  as  teachers, 
Mrs.  Van  der  Poel  and  Mrs.  Acherman.  English  h  the  medium  used  iu  teaching, 
and  the  work  is  carried  out  as  prescribed  by  the  Educational  Department.  The 
reading  books  were  supplied  by  the  Collegiate  School  in  Poi't  Eliaabeth.  The 
numbers  attending  the  school  are  169.  There  is  a  day  and  a  night  school.  Day 
school  is  attended  by  girls  from  8  years  of  age  to  17.  Kight  school  or  evening 
classes  by  girls  from  17  to  2d  years  of  age.  Music  lessons  are  also  given  by  Mrs. 
Judge  Hertzog  to  those  girls  who  already  have  some  knowledge  of  music ;  her 
pupils  number  12  ;  the  piano  is  in  the  dining  room. 

(iuanls  and  The  guard  tent  is  in  the  men's  camp,  and  the  only  soldier  in  the  women's  camp 

sentries.  during  the  day  is  the  serjeant  of  the  guard,  who  has  a  tent  close  to  the  gate  of 
control  of  ingress  and  egress  of  visitors  and  inmates.  The  seijeant  of  the  guard  is 
permanently  on  for  a  week,  and  has  orders  not  to  speak  to  or  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  inmates,  unless  requested  to  by  the  matron.  The  sentries  are  posted  out- 
side the  wire  fence  during  the  day  time,  but  at  night  are  posted  inside,  but  have 
orders  not  to  be  mom  than  five  yards  from  the  wire  f$nce  and  not  to  interfere  with 
the  inmates  unless  they  attempt  to  escape, 
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I'aeacs  to  f  isU  Uie  omw  ato  granted  bj  the  ^ae  OMomtindaiit^  and  ligned  by  Passefi  ln« 
him,  and  oonntoi^igned  by  t!i3  Commandan^^  Bow  eanipii. 

Passes  to  the  number  of  six  are  granted  by  the  Oomtnatidaht  to  those  p^l'sons  Passes  Qut. 
vho  are  recommended  by  the  matron  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Port  Euzabeth 
between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  5  p.m.     No  person  can  have  a  pass  twice  in  the 
same  week. 

-AH  permanent  pas«3s  arc  signed  by  the  Base  Commandant  and  conntersigHed  Ponuaiicut 
by  the  Commandant,  Boer  camps;    they  are  entered  in  the  book  kept  by  the  P*'^^^®' 
Commandant's  clerk  for  that  purpose,  nnd  must  be  shown  to  him  or  the  serjoant  of 
the  guard  on  entering  the  camp.     Permanent  passes  have  been  given  to  tlie  Medical 
Attendant,  the  Koman  Catholic  priest,  the  Dutch  Reformed  Mipister,  the  Evangelist 
Minister,  the  sanitary  inspector  and  tlie  contractor. 

Women  with  friends  or  clnldrcn  in  the  Base  Hospital,  or  withiug  to  visit  the  Other 
graves  of  their  children  at  the  cemetery  who  have  died,  are  allowed  pusies  out  by  the  P^^^es. 
Commandant,  Boer  camps,  extra  to  tlie  six  granted  twice  weekly  to  visit  Port 
KUwbeth.  Also  any  inmate  can  go  for  a  week  outside  the  camp  by  writing  her 
name  down  in  the  aerjeant  of  the  guard's  tent  before  11  a.m.,  when  the  list  is 
submitted  to  tlie  Commandant^  Boer  camps,  for  his  sigoatnre.  The  matFon  can  take 
any  one  woman  she  likes  out  of  camp  for  a  walk  or  into  the  town  without  a  pass. 

The  conduct  of  the  inmates  is  excellent,  and  tbey  appear  well,  both  in  health  Ooiiduct  of 
and  spirits ;  tbey  Imve  a  great  regard  for  the  matron,  Miss  Hauptfleisch,  of  \yhom  I  "*"**^®'^' 
cannot  speak  too  hig^hly.  -  She  has  managed  the  camp  and  the  inmates  witl;  a 
wonderful  tack  and  skill,  and  the  present  efficient  state  of  the  camp  is  entirely  due 
to  her  exertions,  and  sacriHco  of  her  titne  and  h^^b  to  help  her  siatera  in  distress. 
The  only  matter  which  really  needs  i&iprovemeut  is  the  question  of  boots  and  clothing 
for  the  children,  many  of  whom  are  practically  bare^footed-  It  would  be  bdimvy  too, 
if  another  half  block  could  be  built  on  to  the  buildings  as  tb^r^  is  a  good  deal  o^ 
crowding  in  some  of  the  room»,  as  many  as  10,  11  and  14  pei'sons  Itviag  in  one 
room  together,  and  several  women  have  to  pverflow  into  tents. 

I  attach  a  copy  of  tlie  regulations  oi*  orders  for  the  women's  camp,  which  f^VQ 
now  beinn:  carried  out. 


''o 


1  have,  Ac, 

CHARLKS  P.  PIERS,  Captmn, 

4ith  Bn.  Sherwood  Foresters, 

Commandant  Boer  Exile  Camps* 


OuDKRS  I'on  THK  Women's  Camp  at  Port  Elizasetu. 

1.  Mr.  J,  Fox  Smith  will  be  the  contractor  for  the  supply  of  food,  &c.  {vide  The  con* 
contract).  ^»*^^*'- 

His  duties  will  be  thoae  of  contractor  and  nothing  elaa  Duties. 

He  will  be  allowed  to  vjait  hia  store  in  the  Boer  wottien's  camp  on  Tueaday*  Penuit  tu 
and  Fridays  on  matters  connected  with  his  business  as  coutf actor  only.  ^^^^^  caiuj). 

He  will  deliver  the  food  at  the  camp  gate   to  the   liitchei)   superij^tcndent.  Delivery  of 
selected  by  the  matron  as  the  Commandant's  representative.  ^«^^' 

He  will  hand  the  money  for  the*  payment  of  the  camp  officials  to  the  Com-  Paymojit  of 
niandant  on  the  last  d  ly  of  every  month  (due  from  him,  vlds  contract).  the  camp 

2.  The  camp  officials  will  consist  of—  CJamp 

•  ^  '  oilk'ialji. 

The  matron  (permanontV 

The  imim    (       ?>       ). 
Kitchen  snp^erinteadent  (monthly). 
The  cooks  (      ^*      )• 

AH   the  oftici'ciis  in  llic  women's  camp  Mill  bo  under  the  ^iuthoiity  of  tl|o  lindtjr  yviiut 
Couimandant,  and  will  take  their  orders  from  the  mjit.ron  as  his  j'oprcticntalive.  Authoiiy-'. 

They  will  be  paid  by  the  Commandant  on  tiio  last  day  of  every  month  through  iiowpaid* 
the  matron,  to  MJiom   tlus  money  will  be  handed  by  the   Commandant  for  that 
purpose. 

0.  Tlic  matron  will  hare  supreme  control  in  lie  Cfjmps  in  all  matters  which  tiio 

do  iiul  i'.\'\h\'  to  the  military.  *  uatroirrt 
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Complaints  Complaints  on  any  aiibject  by  the  inmates  of  the  camp  must  be  made  to  the 

^  ^^^»        matron  between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  12  noon.     Ko  complaints  will  be  dealt 
matron.  *tii  ri/»ti 

With  by  her  out  of  these  fixed  houra. 

Not  to  be  Nobody  except  officials  on  urgent  business  must  disturb  the  matron  when  she 

disturbed,    is  in  her  hut. 

The  nurse's  4.  The  nurse  will  be  responsible  to  the  matron  as  the  Commandant's  repre- 

duties.         sentative  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  hospital  and  the  welfare  of  the  patients 
under  her  charge. 

Passes  out  5.  Passes  to  the  number  of  six  (6)  will  be  granted  by  the  Commandant  to 

It^  wh     ^-^^^^  persons  recommended  by  the  matron  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Port  Elizabeth 

on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  5  p.m,     No  person  is  to 

have  a  pass  twice  in  the  same  week. 
Infringe-  Any  infringement  or  abuse  of  the  liberty  gi'anted  by  these  passes  will  be 

Sesf       severely  dealt  with  by  the  Commandant. 

The  kitchen  6.  The  kitchen  superintendent  will  be  responsible  to  tlie  matron  for  the  proper 

supennteji-  conduct  of  the  cooks,  the  proper  cooking  of  the  food,  and  the  proper  conduct  of 

the  kitchen  generally,  also  that  the  utensils  are  kept  clean^  and  that  the  attendi'nts 

perform  their  duties  satisfactorily. 
Inspection  She  will  receive  the  food  every  day  from  the  contractor  at  the  camp  gate,  and 

ui  food.        ^jn  ]yQ  responsible  that  tlie  food  is  properly  inspected  before  it  is  taken  over  from 

the  contractor^  and  that  it  is  correct  in  quantity  and  quality  before  handing  it  over 

to  the  cooks. 

Complaints  7.  Complaints  as  to  the  quantity  and  quality  of. the  food  provided  by  tiie 

about  the     contractor  will  be  reported  by  the  kitchen  superintendent  at  once  to  the  matron, 

who  will  report  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Commandant,  if  the  complaint  is.  a  valid 

one.     The  Commandant  will  forward  the  complaint  through  the  Deputy-Assistant 

Adjutant-General  *'  B  "  to  the  contractor  for  his  information. 

Passes  into  R.  No  one  can  enter  the  camp  without  a  pass  signed  by  the  Commandant, 

the  camp,     port  Elizabeth,  and  the  said  passes  must  be  correctly  dated.     J^o  other  passes  arc 

valid. 
Shown  to  On  entering  the  camp  all  passes  must  be  shown  to  the  Commandant's  clerk  or 

the  Com-      the  Serjeant  of  the  guard. 

iuandaut*s 

clerk  or  the 

Serjeant  of 

the  guard. 

Permanent  All  permanent  passes  must  be  signed  by  tlie  Commandant,  Port  Elizabeth, 

passes.        aucl  countersigned  by  the  Commandant,  Boer  camps ;  they  must  be  entered  in  the 

book  kept  by  the  Commandant's  clerk  for  that  purpose,  and  must  be  shown  to  him 

or  the  Serjeant  of  the  guard  on  entering  the  camp. 
No  admis-  '^0  persons,  (>n  any  excuse  whatever,  are  to  be  admitted  into  the  camp  without 

siou without  a  pass.     The  serjeant  of  the  guard  will  be  responsible  that  this  order  is  carried  out, 
a  pass.         ^Q^  ^jjl  ^(.  Q^^Q  |.^J.Q  Q^|.  ^11  g^^|^  persons  who  may  have  obtained  an  entry  into  the 

camp  without  his  knowledge,  and  report  the  fact  to  the  Commandant. 

1?he  ser-  9.  The  serjeant  of  the  guard  will  be  responsible  for  the  proper  guarding  of 

jeant  of  the  ^^q  camp,  and  the  maintenance  of  discipline  and  good  order  amongst  the  soldiers 

dut^.^       so  employed.     He  will  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  inmates  of  the  camp  unless 

Not  to  in-    called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  matron,  when  he  will  at  once  report  to  the  Commandant. 

terfere  with 

the  inmates  ^  « 

of  the  camp. 

Lights  out.  10.  Lights  out  will  be  at  10  p.m.     The  serjeant  of  the  guard  will  see  that  all 

lights  are  out  at  10  p.m.,  and  will  report  any  person  refusing  to  put  their  lights  out 
to  the  Commandant. 

Permission  ^^^  persons  who,  owing  to  sickness  or  other  causes,  are  obliged  to  have  a  light 

for  lights     in  their  rooms  after  ''  lights  out,^'  must  get  a  written  permit  from  the  matron  and 

beyond  the  gj^Q^  [^  jq  j^^  serjeant  of  the  guard, 

fixed  tune.  "  ° 

CHARLES  P.  PIERS,  Caplain, 

Commandant,  Boer  Camps* 
Port  Elizabeth, 

22nd  February,  1901. 
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From  Major-General  Maxwell  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Military  Governoi'^s  Office, 

Pretoria,  24th  May,  1901, 

I  beg  to  forward  a  report  on  the  burgher  refugee  camps  to  the  end  of 
April,  1901. 

Since  this  report  was  written  new  camps  have  been  formed  at  JJelfast  and 
Pietersburg,  and  the  numbers  everywhere  liave  largely  increased. 

I  have  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  tents  in  sufficient  numbers  and  sufficiently 
promptly  to  meet  the  demand,  but  where  possible  accommodation  is  found  for  refugees 
in  empty  houses  until  such  time  as  tents  are  procurable. 

The  epidemic  of  measles  has  vcjy  considerably  abated,  but  the  death  rate 
amongst  the  children  is  higher  than  it  should  be  owing  to  the  crass  stupidity  and 
neglect  by  the  mothers  themselves.  One  child  suffering  from  dysentery  was  given  a 
largo  raw  carrot  by  its  mother  at  Irene  camp  ;  the  child  died  4  hours  afterwards. 

J.  G.  MAXWELL,  Major-General, 

Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 


From  the  General  Superintendent  to  Major-General  Sir  John  Greufell 
Maawelly  K.CB.,  Military  Governor ,  Pretoria. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 
Sir,  Pretoria,  23rd  May,  J  901. 

I  beg  to  submit,  for  your  information  and  consideration,  the  following  report  on 
the  workhig  of  the  burgher  camps  in  this  colony  to  the  end  of  April,  1901  : — 

Head  Office. — To  meet  the  necessity  for  increased  accommodation  due  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  business  of  the  department,  the  Head  Offices  have  been  changed 
to  the  New  Law  Courts,  where  six  large  airy  rooms  have  been  allotted  to  and 
occupied  by  the  staff  of  the  department. 

Major  Goodwin,  of  the  R.P.R.,  whose  energy  and  great  capacity  for 
organization  had,  under  your  control,  successfully  inaugurated  and  established  the 
burgher  camps,  resigned  his  position  as  General  Superintendent  in  the  beginning 
of  April,  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Papenfus,  Assistant  General  Superintendent,  took  up  the 
position  until  he  was  appointed  Resident  Magistrate  of  Pretoria.  I  had  then  the 
honour  of  being  appointed  to  the  vacancy. 

New  work. — During  the  period  under  review  a  burgher  camp  has  been 
established  at  Krugersdorp  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  F.  Burger,  and  staff 
consisting  of  storekeeper,  medical  officer,  and  matron  with  assistants.  This  camp 
is  situated  about  a  mile  to  the  north-east  of  the  town  of  Krugersdorp,  on  gently 
sloping  ground.  The  position  is  excellent  from  a  hygenic  point  of  view.  The 
supply  of  water  is  ample  and  of  good  quality,  obtained  from  springs  which  have 
been  opened  up.  The  census  of  this  camp  on  the  30th  April  showed  120  men, 
360  women,  621  children.  The  number  of  sick  in  camp  on  30th  April  was  two 
children.     There  were  no  deaths  during  the  mouth. 

Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  for  the  taking  over  by  this  department 
of  the  relief  work  hitherto  carried  on  under  the  Government  Relief  Committee  of 
Pretoria. 

This  arrangement  took  effect  on  the  1st  May,  and  further  particulars  will  be 
given  in  the  next  report.  Annexed  is  a  copy  of  the  authority  whereby  the 
OoTemment  Relief  Committee  assumes  the  management  of  this  work  in  the  town 
of  Pretoria. 

Similar  arrangements  are  being  made  for  this  department  to  take  over  the 
relief  work  in  Johannesburg,  which  is  at  present  being  earned  out  under  the  direction 
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of  Major  Caraye,  with  the  Imperial  Relief  Funds.  A  report  on  this  head  will  be 
submitted  to  you  witli  report  for  the  m6Ath  of  May. 

As  the  winter  approaches  and  the  nights  are  becoming  cold,  it  has  been  decided 
to  provide  blankets  to  those  inmates  of  the  various  camps  who  are  in  need  of  them, 
and  who  have  no  means  of  supplying  their  needs.  Superintendents  are  authorized 
to  distribute  these  bl<nnlccts  aflcr  .satisfying  tl^emsclvc*  of  the  necessity  of  the 
applicants. 

As  many  of  the  refugees  arrive  in  cunp  destitute,  uiid  thoir  children  are  greatly 
needing  warm  clothes,  it  has  been  decided  to  authorize  Superintendents  to  supply 
such  cases  with  flannelette  and  other  warm  materials  to  meet  their  wjint^.  The 
Netherlands  IJenevolent  Society  is  also  assisting  actively  iu  this  direction. 

A  liberal  allowance  of  medical  comfort s  and  nutri-ious  food  is  al§o  authorized, 
and  is  distributed  on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical  OfHcer.  Fre§h  milk  is  almost 
unobtainable  owing  to  the  pasturago  in  the  Ttcinity  of  the  camps  being  so  scanty 
that  cows  are  unable  to  get  sufficient  food  to  keep  themselves  jn  good  condition. 
Tinned  ujilk,  however,  is  supplied  liberally,  especiaHy  to  young  children. 

Messrs.  Poynton  lirothers  have  opened  their  shops  in  most  of  the  uamps 
nceording  to  agreement  with  this  department.  This  enables  those  who  have  a  little 
money  and  those  who  work  for  the  department  to  augment  their  rations  and  supply 
themselves  wjth  necessary  articles,  such  as  boots,  shirts,  warm  underclothing,  &c. 

The  hospitals  in  connection  with  the  various  camps  have  been  extended  and 
equipped  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  iixreased  numbers  in  camp,  and  have  done 
very  good  work.  Young  women  ft-om  among  the  refugees  are  taken  on  as  assistants 
to  the  matron,  and  give  satisfaction.  They  thus  gain  a  good  training  in  nursing  the 
sick,  which  may  be  of  service  to  them  in  after  life,  and  enable  them  to  be  of  good 
service  to  their  suffering  kinsfolk. 

Sickness  has  been  prevalent  m  was  to  be  ex^^fioted.  Many  of  the  peo^ile  have 
been  living  on  meat  and  mealies  for  a  long  time  and  arrive  in  camp  in  a  more  or  less 
debilitated  condition  which  renders  them  susceptible  to  various  maladies. 

Great  att«otion  is  paid  to  the  deaeiineM  of  camps>  though  it  must  be  regretted 
the  effbrts  of  the  Buperintendents  are  not  cheerfully  assisted  by  the  people  themselves 
as  a  rule,  and  a  tmall  percentage  of  refugees  whose  habi^  are  dirty  o^m  entails 
trouble  and  sickness  on  those  wlio  are  careful. 

Epidemics  of  measles  have  been  raging  in  the  camps  at  Johannesburg  and  Irene, 
and  are  responsibte  for  the  increased  nrortality  tA  tliQ«e  eauips. 

The  principal  causes  of  illness  at  — 
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lieference  to  the  table  of  census  on  30th  April  sIwnv^  a  total  of  3,59:]  i^en, 
7,505  women,  12,714  children,  of  which  140  men,  3U  wonjeU;  556  children  were 
sick.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  burgher  camj)®  for  the  month  is  240.  By  far 
the  greater  number  of  these  are  young  children. 

In  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  such  of  the  buigl.jgrs  as  Imve  cattle  or 
other  stock  with  them  at  the  camps,  arrangements  havij  been  made  for  giving  tliom 
greater  facilities  for  feeding  their  stock,  enabling  them  to  form  their  own  cattle 
guard  to  protect  Uieir  interests  against  the  depredations  of  marauding  parties  of 
Boers  in  their  neiglibourhood. 

This  concession  is  much  appreciated  at  Heidelberg  at  Vereeniging  irlierc 
advantagp  has  been  taken  of  the  kind  consideration  and  order  of  the  Comujai)der-i);y- 
Cbief  in  granting  the  facili  ies  mentioned. 

^(^hooh  and  CIm'iti  vund. — S.chools  bavp  been  cstabjislicd  by  the  Eduction 
Departftwiit  in  most  of  thie  canjp^,  «nd  arc  miu;h  appieciated  by  the  Mefugees  wHoiW 
children  Tiave  thus  an  opportunity  of  being  taught  free  of  charge. 
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The  Charity  Fund  has  been  increasino:  slowly.  The  total  amount  subscribed  at 
the  end  of  April  being  807/.  12*-  Gd.  VMvtH  are  beintr  made  to  obtain  further 
8ubscriptiou$,  and  ik  is  hoped  by  tliese  Ineans  to  materially  augment  the  comforts  for 
distribution  amongst  the  poorer  members  of  tlie  refugees  in  the  camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

\\^.  R.  ItrCKER, 

General  Superintendent 


Statement  showing  number  of  Inmates  and  number  of  Sick  and  Deaths  in 
Burgher  Camps,  ;50th  April,  lUOl. 
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Circular  • 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Xew  Law  Courts, 
The  Superintendent,  Pretoria,  20th  March,  1901. 

As  refugees  are  often  despatched  at  short  notice  from  one  camp  to  another,  and 
under  any  circumstances  should  be  supplied  with  edibles  when  travelling,  I  would 
suggest  that  you  keep  at  your  camps  small  supplies  of  biscuit  and  corn  beef  rations 
for  them  tb  feat  bh  the  road. 

I  am  this  day  ordering  from  the  Director  of  Civil  Supplies  the  following  to  be 
sent  to  your  camp  for  this  purpose  : — 

One  dozen  large  tins  of  biscuits. 
Three  dozen  ^-Ib.  tins  of  corn  beef. 
When  a  dry  cat  teen  is  established  at  your  camp,  such  requisites  cah  be  drawn 
from  there. 

General  Superintendent. 


Circniai*  \ 

The  Superintendent, 


Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 

Pretoria,  1st  April,  1901. 

Ue   PoSSinLE   OUTBREAK   OF   PLAGTTE. 


With  further  reference  to  publication,  entitled  ^'  The  Signs  and  Symptoms  of 
Plague,''  by  James  Can  tlie,  M.B ,  &c.,  and  which  pamphlet  was  despatclied  to  you 
a  few  days  ago,  I  now  beg  to  inforito  you  that  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  the  supply  of  ^nti-plague  serum. 

On  the  appearance  of  plague  you  will  send  an  urgent  telegram  to  the  Medical 
OflScer  of  Public  Health  of  this  Colony^  whose  telegraphic  address  is  "Health, 
Pretoria,"  as  also  to  this  department,  when  everything  will  be  done  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  plague. 

At  present  there  is  no  anti-plague  serum  available  for  distribution  to  the 
camps. 

General  Supe^$^^^^i^009\^ 
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Circular  • 

Burgher  Camps  Department^  New  Law  Courts^ 
Dear  Sir,  Pretoria,  20th  April,  1901. 

P.  J.  du  Preez  and  H.  W.  J.  Visage,  at  present  prisoners  of  war  in  Ceylon, 
after  all  they  liave  seen  and  heard  of  that  country,  wish  to  stay  there  even  after  tlie 
war  is  over,  and  have  requested  that  their  families  may  be  sent  over  to  them. 

Please  make  the  fullest  enquiries  in  your  camp  of  the  whereabouts  of  thef^e 
families,  and,  if  in  your  camp,  ascertain  whetlier  they  are  willing  to  go,  and  report 
to  this  office  accordingly. 

Yours  faithfully. 

General  Superintendent. 


Circular  , 

Burgher  Camj>8  Department,  Kew  Law  Courts, 

Pretoria,  24th  April,  1901. 

BuKGHKK  Relief  Fund. 

A  fund  is  being  raised  under  the  above  heading  for  relieving  tlie  more  indigent 
of  the  burgher  families  in  the  various  camps. 

It  is  thought  this  might  best  be  utilized  in  purchasing  flannelette,  dress 
material,  blankets,  &c.,  and  you  are  requested  to  furnish  this  department  as  soon  as 
possible  with  an  estimate  of  your  requirements,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  the 
fund  is  not  largo  and  is  only  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  really  destitute. 

This  correspondence  to  be  headed  "  Burgher  Relief  Fund." 

General  Superintendent. 


Circular  , 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts^ 
The  Superintendent,  Pretoria,  26th  April,  1901. 

Memorandum  fob  Superintendents  of  Burgher  Camps. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  promised  burghers 
who  surrender  voluntarily  that  they  will  be  protected  in  the  burgher  camps,  and  ihat 
they  will  be  allowed  to  retain  such  stock  as  they  bring  in  with  them. 

The  onus  of  looking  after  and  feeding  this  stock  rests  with  the  burghers  them- 
selves ;  they  are  free  to  do  what  they  like  with  it. 

They  should  be  allowed  to  graze  the  cattle  freely  iu  the  vicinity  of  the  camps. 
If  the  grazing  is  not  sufficient  at  one  camp,  they  can  be  given  passes  to  graze  their 
cattle  in  the  vicinity  of  any  military  post,  with  the  consent  of  the  Commandant,  or 
along  the  line  of  railway,  which  is  patrolled. 

There  is  no  objection  to  the  formation  of  armed  cattle  guards  of  selected 
burghers,  who,  in  (he  opinion  of  the  superintendents,  can  be  safely  entrusted  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  who  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

It  would  appear  wisest  to  arm  the  actual  owners  of  stock,  and  that  it  be 
impressed  on  them  that  they  alone  arc  responsible  for  the  safety  of  their  stock. 

Passes  should  show  the  exact  number  of  stock,  and  give  the  name  and 
description  of  the  burgher  in  charge,  and  it  should  be  clearly  laid  down  that  he  is 
authorized  to  carry  arms  and  so  many  rounds  of  ammunition. 

The  military  Commandants,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  camp  superin- 
tendents, will  be  authorized  to  issue  these  passes  and  arms  with  ammunition. 

Special  instructions  will  be  issued  to  the  military  Commandants  where  ther? 
are  burgher  camps. 
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Should  burghers  ask  to  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  their  cattle  to  jS^atal  to  graze, 
there  is  no  objection  to  their  trekking  with  their  cattle  along  the  railway  line  at  their 
own  risk  and  peril,  nor  to  their  also  being  provided  with  an  armed  guard  provided 
by  themselves. 

.  .*    Any  difficulty  that  arises  between  the  superintendent  and  the  military  authority 
on  the  spot  should  be  reported  at  once  to  the  military  Governor,  Pretoria. 

Gmeral  Superinteiufrnt. 


Circular  .  , 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Kew  Law  Courts. 
I>car  Sir,  Pretoria,  26th  April,  1901. 

The  following  wire  dated  25th  April  has  been  received  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  through  General  Officer  Commanding,  Pretoria,  and  is  forwarded  for  your 
information : — 

"  If  surrendered  burghers  want  arms  to  protect  their  cattle  or  move  them  to 
better  pasturage  Martini- Henry  rifles  may  be  issued  with  a  limited  amount  of 
ammunition  to  such  burghers  as  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  form  of  burgher 
camps/' 

The  General  Officers  Commanding,  in  whose  districts  there  are  burgher  camps, 
are  being  notified. 

Tours,  &c.. 


'o 


General  Superintendent. 
The  Superintendent. 


Circular  •     ,  .  r  .  , 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts. 
The  Superintendent,  Pretoria,  80th  April,  1901. 

Re  Distribution  of  Funds  or  other  Contributions. 

The  Military  Governor  wishes  it  to  be  understood  that  the  superintendents  of 
burgher  camps  are  not  to  allow  the  distribution  of  any  funds  to  members  of  their 
camp  except  through  themselves,  and  that  an  accurate  account  of  any  disbursements 
is  to  be  kept,  showing  to  whom  amonnts  have  boen  paid.  -  This  rule  should  apply  to 
the  distribution  of  all  articles  intended  for  free  distribution. 

General  Superintendent. 
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TRANSVAAL. 


Army  Headquarters^  South  Africa. 
Sir,  Pretoria^  5th  July,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a  general  report  on  the  working 
of  refugee  camps  in  the  Transvaal ;  also  statistics  showing  the  total  number 
of  inmates,  average  daily  sick,  and  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  various 
camps  for  the  month  of  May. 

Returns  for  the  camps  in  the  Orange  River  Colony,  Cape  Colony,  and 
Natal  have  not  yet  been  completed.  They  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  next 
mail. 

I  have,  &c., 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  KITCHENER,  General, 

War  Office,  London,  S.W.  Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 


Military  Governor  s  Office,  Pretona, 
Commander-in-Chief,  5th  July,  1901. 

I  HEREWITH  forward  to  you  reports  on  the  Burgher  Refugee  Camps  for 
the  month  ending  31st  May,  1901. 

Many  more  refugees  have  come  in  since  the  compilation  of  this  report, 
but  so  far  I  have  been  able  to  cope  with  all  difficulties.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  get  up  tents  fast  enough  for  the  demand,  but  everything  is  done  that  is 
possible. 

Unfortunately,  the  death-rate  amongst  the  children  continues  high 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  measles  and  the  extremely  cold  nights.  The 
Bo^r  mother  is  greatly  tO'  blartoe,  she  insists  on  tending  her  children,  refuses 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  doctor,  or  the  advice  of  %the  nurse;  the  Boer 
remedy  for  measles,  apparently,  is  a  tea  made  of  goats*  dung,  this  is  adminis- 
tered by  the  mothers  with  deplorable  results.  Another  favourite  remedy 
appears  to  be  an  absolute  refusal  to  wash  the  children  or  any  attempt  at 
cleanliness. 

I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  administration  of  these  camps, 
economy  and  efficiency  are  studied. 

The  inmates  of  tne  camps  receive  gratis  everything  that  is  necessary  for 
their  health  and  comfort,  but  owing  to  circumstances  over  which  we  have 
no  control,  it  is  sometimes  impossible  to  supply  the  immediate  wants  for  a 
few  days,  as  we  cannot  possibly  foresee  what  the  demand  will  be  or  where. 

Some  refiigees  come  in  very  well  provided,  others  absolutely  destitute. 

The  reports  herewith  enclosed  give  full  details  of  the  management  and 
condition  of  each  camp. 

J.  G.  Maxwell,  Major-Generttl, 
Military  Governor. 


The  Mililtary  Governor,  Burgher  Camp  Department^ 

Pretoria.  .  ^     New  Law  GourtSy  Pretoria, 

Sir,  5th  July,'  1901. 

Herewith  I  beg  to  hand  you  the  report  on  the  woi'king  df 'the  Burghet 
camps  during  the  month  of  May. - 

A  tabulated  statement  accompanies  this  report  in  which  the  nuihber  of 
inmates  in  each  camp  is  given  under  the  heads  men,  women,  and  children. 
A  table  also  showing  the  number  of  sick  in  each  camp  weekly  is  given. 
A  separate  report  for  each  camp  is  given  accompanied  by  a  statistical 
table  showing  the  number  of  inmates,  the  average  number  of  sick,  deaths, 
and  births. 

A  financial  statement  will  be  handed  to  you  later,  as  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  get  this  drawn  up  in  time  to  accompany  this  report. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  K.  Tucker, 

General  Superintendent. 
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Total  Number  of  Inmates,  Sick,  and  Deaths  in  Burgher  Camps, 
Transvaal,  31st  May,  1901. 
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Circular  No.  40.  ,  Burgher  Camps  Department, 

New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria, 
The  Superintendent,  2nd  May,  1901. 

The  Military  (Governor  has  caused  to  be  furnished  to  me  the  following 
points  to  which  he  wishes  the  attention  of  Superintendents  of  Burgher  camps 
to  be  drawn  : — 

1.  Foreign  subjects  should  not  be  detainied  in  Burgher  camps  against 

their  will. 

2.  The  Netherlands  relief  must  pass  through  the  Superintendents  of  the 

various  camps.  Any  stores  or  supplies  which  they  may  wish  to  get 
up  from  the  coast  should  be  brought  up  with  such  other  articles 
collected  for  charitable  distribution  as  are  being  got  up  by  you. 

3.  Ladies  who  volunteer  to  assist  in  the  general  management  of  a  camp 

may  be  provided  with  a  tent  and  camp  furniture. 

4.  The  Military  Governor  has  approved  of  the  head  of  the  Camp  Police 

being  allowed  1^.  per  diem  extra.  He  also  approves  of  the  same 
allowance  being  granted  to  a  certain  number  of  Burgher  Superin- 
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tendents  of  Police.  The  number  of  these  latter  should  not  exceed 
three  in  eacli  camp,  and  the  necessity  fqr  their  appointment  should 
be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent  ^ 

5«  I  think  it  would  be  desirable  in  this  connection  if  either  some  special 
coat  or  uniform  were  issued  to  these  Burgher  Superintendents,  so 
that   they  should    be  easily    recognisei      Probably  it  would  also 
strengthen  their  hands  in  carrying  out  their  duties. 
6.  The  Military  Governor  wishes  that  two  children  shall  be  reckoned  as 
one  adult  in  so  far  as  the  meat  ration  is  concerned,  and  should.be 
rationed  accordingly. 
With  reference  to  Clause  5,  there  is  probably  some  difficulty  in  being  able 
to  provide  the  coat  of  any  special  material  or  shape  to  diatinguish  the  pro- 
posed police,  T  think  it  would  be  equally  as  effective  to  have  some  distinguishing 
badge  which  could  be  worn  round  the  arm,  with  the  letters  B.C.P.,  signifying 
"  Burgher  Camp  Police." 


Circular  No.  39. 

Re  Slaughter  Stock. 
The  Superinteudent, 

The  supply  of  meat  rations  is  one  which  is  causing  considerable  anxiety, 
-siud  it  has  been  suggested  that  possibly  it  might  be  arranged  with  the  Milita^^ 
Authorities  to  allow  a  certain  amount  of  slai^ghter  stxx^k  to  be  issued  to  the 
Burgher  camps,  on  condition  that  the  herding  of  such  stock  be  undertaken  by 
the  Burghers  in  such  camps  themselves,  under  the  direction  of  the  Superin- 
tendents of  the  camps.  This  might  be  done  in  connection  with  the  herding 
of  stock  belonging  to  the  Burghers  themselves. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  an  armed  cattle  guard  of  Burghers  to 
look  after  tbeir  own  stock,  and  stock  given  for  ^laughter  purposes  to  the  camps 
jnight  be  herded  in  the  same  way. 

1  shall  be  glad  of  your  report  on  this  matter,  taking  into  account  the 
jspecial  circumstances  of  your  canip. 

W.  K.  Tucker,  .. 

General  Superintendent. 


Statistical  Retorn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Barberton,.for  Jtfonth  ending 

31st  Mav,  1901, 


Men. 


^VomeD.•- 


Childrcii. 


In  Camp,  1st  May,  1901.. 
„        31st  May,  1901 


IncT(;ase 


Sick  in  Camp. 

"V\'eek  ending  10th  May,  1901  . 

„      17tli  May,  1901  . 

„         „      24Th  May,  1901  . 

„         .,       3l8t  May,  1901  . 


Deatfiit. 


Vudei*  1  month    . . 

1k»fween    1  month  and  I  year  . . 

.,         1  yeifcr  and  12  years  . . 
12  years  and  40     „     . . 

•}       4i)         .,         oO      «,      •  • 


50 


ov«>r 


Total . . 


r^y 

38 

38 

113 

189 

274 

:>8 

151 

.  23C 

'  • 
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II 

11 

1 

8 

12 

1 

8 

8   ' 

2 

5 

6 
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2 
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Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 

Measles       ••         ,,         ,,         ,^         ^,  — » 

Diarrhoea _ 

Dysentery  « •         .  •          .  •          , .          » ,  — ^ 

Pneumonia  and  bronohitis . ,          , ,          , ,  — 

Enteric        , ,         » ,          . .          , ,         , .  — 

Other  causes           • .         .  ^         ^ ,         . »  2 

Total ,         ,.  2 


Report  for  the  Month  of  May,  1901. 

Burgher  Camp^  Barberton, 
7th  June,  1901. 
I  HAVB  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  camp  under  my 
char^  for  the  month  of  May,  1901. 

The  accompanying  Statistical  Table  shows  the  number  of  persons  in  camp 
at  the  beginning  of  the  month  and  on  the  31st  under  heads  Men,  Women, 
and  Childi*en,  also  the  number  of  sick  at  the  end  of  each  week,  deaths,  and 
births. 

JTewoomei's. — ^From  Cape  Town  . ,  ..  •  t  12  men 

„     Ladysmith  ••  •«  ••  38  „ 

„     Nelspruit  ,«  ♦♦  4,  14    „ 
besides  56  women  and  52  children. 

The  men  from  Cape  Town  and  Ladysmith  are  voluntary  surrenders 
released  from  the  detention  camps.  Many  of  these  men  have  their  families 
residing  in  the  town  of  Barberton,  and  are  applying  for  leave  to  join  them. 
If  the  Military  authorities  are  agreeable  this  will  be  arranged,  as  the  men 
referred  to  are  in  a  position  to  maintain  themselves. 

Roll  Call. — This  was  regularly  called  every  morning,  after  which  men  for 
camp  cleaning  were  told  off,  and  passes  issued  to  those  who  had  reasonable 
grounds  for  applying  for  leave  to  visit  the  town. 

Police. — Five  Burghers  have  been  enrolled  for  police  duty  at  night,  and 
have  given  satisfaction  in  carrying  out  their  duties. 

Food  Supply. — This  has  not  been  regular,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  pressure  on 
the  railway,  but  the  local  branch  of  the  Army  Service  Corps  has  oeen  most 
obliging,  and  has  issued  flour  on  loan  to  the  camp  when  the  ordinary  supply 
has  not  come  to  hand  in  time. 

I  understand  that  ample  supplies  are  ou  the  way,  and  a  reserve  stock  will 
be  accumulated  to  ensure  regularity  of  issue  in  future.  The  quality  of  the 
foodstuffs  has  been  excellent,  and  no  complaints  have  been  possible  on  that 
score.  There  is  a  quantity  of  condemned  flour  on  hand  which  will  be  disposed 
of  in  due  course. 

Meat  Supply, — This  has  been  rather  precarious,  as  stock  has  not  always 
been  available  for  slaughter.  The  cold  storage  ha^  been  able  to  supply  the 
requirements  of  the  camp  when  live-stock  was  not  to  be  had,  and  tinned  meat 
has  been  used  occasionally. 

Wa^er  Supply. — This  remains  plentiful  and  of  excellent  quality. 

Hospital. — The  staff  consists  of  the  Medical  OflScer,  Lieut-Colonel  S.  W. 
Robinson,  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  the  Matron,  six  probationers, 
and  the  dispenser.  A  matron  for  camp  duty  is  also  attached ;  her  duty  is 
to  make  a  tent  to  tent  visitation  every  day,  and  report  to  the  Medfical 
Officer.     The  Medical  Officer's  report  is  attached. 

Religious  Services. — The  Rev.  Armitage,  Military  Chaplain,  has  conducted 
^services  in  camp  every  week.  As  soon  as  the  new  schoolrooiq  \b  completed  it 
yrill  be  availaHe  for  Church  purposes  on  Sundays,     "  i     r^r^r^A,^ 
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School — A  day  school  has  been  started  by  the  Educational  Department, 
and  is  well  attended. 

Burgher  Relief  Fund. — The  amount  allotted  to  this  camt)  from  this  fund 
has  been  applied  to  relieving  cases  of  distress.  The  climate  is  very  mild,  and 
warm  clothes  have  not  been  so  necessary  as  in  camps  on  the  high  plateau. 

Alarm. — Great  excitement  and  consternation  was  caused  by  a  false  alarm. 
Parties  of  the  enemy  were  reported  in  the  neighbourhood  ot  Barberton,  and, 
on  the  alarm  being  given,  the  inmates  of  the  camp  were  removed  to  the 
safety  of  an  adjoining  donga ;  food  and  water  were  supplied,  and  everything 
done  to  ensure  the  comparative  comfort  of  aged  and  sick  folk.  Happily,  the 
alarm  proved  false,  and  all  returned  to  their  tents  before  nightfall. 

(Signed)        B.  Graumann, 

Superintendent. 

Report  of  Health  of  Boer  Refugee   Camp  and   Hospital  for  the  Month 

ending  31st  May,  1901. 


Detail. 


Remaining 

last 

Month. 


Men     . . 

Women 

Children 


Total 


11 

n 


22 


Admitted 
May. 


Deaths. 


Remaining 

81st  M*y, 

1901. 


i:] 




11 

10 

1 

1 
ft 

7 

21 

1 

13 

dther  Cases 

treated  in 

Oamp. 


6 
59* 


111. 


*  One  child  one  month  and  eight  days  old  died  in  t'Jtvn— On  camp  ration  list* 


Remarks  hy  Officer  in  Chavge. — Health  of  camp  and  ,  sanitation  very 
satisfactory.  There  is  no  prevailing  disease,  the  bulk  of  the  cases  are 
climatic  in  origin. 

(Signed)         S.  W.  Eobinson, 

Lieut.^Col.  R.A.M.O., 
Barberton,  Gtli  June,  l90l.  D.  and  C.  Reftlgee  Host)ltal. 


Statistical  Retubx  for  Burghfer  Camp,  Johannenbui-g,   for  Month  ending 

31st  May,  1901.  . 


Men. 


Women. 


Childrfen, 


In  Camp,  Ist  May,  1901., 
'     „        3lHt  May,  1901 


Increase 


494 

coy 

113 


1,211 
1,268 


1,46* 
1^04 

39 


Sick  in  Camp, 

Week  ending  10th  May,  1901 
„       17th  May,  1901 
„       24th  May,  1901    , 
„  „      31.st  May,  1901    . 


13 

H 
1 


6r> 

39 
21 
17 


Deaths. 


Tender  1  month     . . 

Between  I  month  and  1  year 
„        1  year  and  12  years 
„       12  years  and  40  years 
„      40        „         50  years 
,,50        „         over 

Total,. 


4 
1 
2 


2 
Ij? 

hi 


66 
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Deaths  wider  Heads  of  Causes. 

Measles       ^^         .^         .51 

DiarrhoBa ..  ..        ,.  1 

Dysentery   ,.  ..  ..  «.  . ..         -^- 

Pneumpnia  and  bronchitis .  •  r .  .  •  14 

Entsric         , ,  ..  . .  . .  . .  — 

Other  causes  ••         •.         .•         ..  13 

79 


MoM'fiLY   HbPOHT    BOE   JoKANNBdBUBO. 

Burgher  Campy  JohcmneJtburg, 
.     18th  June,  1901. 

The  population  of  refugees  in  this  camp  at  the  end  of  the  nMmfcE  was 
3y37d,  siiowi&g  au  increase  Staring  the  mimth  of  208.  The  ks^  increase  in 
the  number  o£  men  is  due  to  the  arrival  of^  voluiatary  surreaoidein^  from  the 
Green  Point  and  Ladysmith  detention  camps. 

The  niuiibw  of  ^k  in  camp  varied  considerably  during  the  month,  the 
priii«q»l  aitm^i^  being  due  to  a  very  severe  type  ^f  measle  which  assumed 
epidemic  form.  The  mortality  amongst  children  is  due  almost  entirely  to 
this  cause,  or  to  complications  arising  from  it.  The  health  amongst  the  aduit 
portion  of  the  camp  was  good. 

The  hospital  is  a  commodious  brick  building,  well  suited  for  the  purpose* 
The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  has  had  very  large  experience  in  South  Africa, 
principally  on  the  diamond  fields  and  t^  goljcL  fields,  and  has  been  most 
attentive  to  his  duties.  He  is  assisted  by  a  qualified  and  experienced  matron, 
who  has  a  large  Staff  of  assistant  i^urses  s^  \^omea  selected  from  the 
refugees-  In  epidemics  of  the  kind  de-scrihed  it  is  impossible  to  take  all 
the  patients  into  hospital,  or  to  provide  trained  nurses  for  them*  Mothers 
insist  on  nursing  their  own'  children,  and  as  they  are^4ittle  accustomed  to 
the  methods' 0f  doctors,  trained  nurses,  and  hospitals,  tlSey  pay  small  attention 
to  the  directions  of  the  Medical  Officer  or  the  nlirs^s  who  go  round  to  the 
touts*  The  intenise  cold  at  ni)^ht  has  made  it  moii^  difficult  to  guard  against 
eh^t  compiieations  setting  in  amongst  those  affected  with  m^easles ;  but  the 
Superintend^Bt  and  hi»  staff  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  assist  families  in 
tb^  affliction. 

Ilie  D«tch  Befoi-med  Cburch  Committee  of  Johannesburg  have  been 
mesb  attentive,  and  have  been  the  means  of  doing  much  good'  m  visiting  the 
siek,  dtdtrib^ting  eotB'£brt&,  and  supplying  clothing  to  destitute  ftuaiilies. 

ileligieue  serviee&  are  regulwriy  held  on  Sunday  afternoons  by  one  of  the 
Dutch  ministers  of  Johannesburg,  and  two  week-diay  services  sfcre  h^  by 
the  Rev.  Denypera  A  Sunday  iSfehocd  ie  open  every  Sunday  morning,  and 
eendwcted  by  4ne  of  the  Dutch  ministers*  Pray^  meetings  are  heW  every 
evening  in  oae  of  rfie-  fergfe  buildingSj  under  the  supermtendenoe  6$  one 
of  the  eldiers  of  the  D^itob  Church,  named  Mr.  Botha.  A  free  ds^-sehool  is 
^fltal^tdhed  under  the  managemen*  eif  teachers  appointed  by  the  Bd^ieational 
Department  of  this  Colony,  and  is  well  attended.      ' 

Numerous  parpdk  oS  elothiitg  and  other  necessaries  presented  by  various 
Committees  and  individuals  for  free  disteibutioii  to  those  needing  aeaistimce 
are  received  wd  given  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent. 

In  addition  to  these  a  portion  of  the  BUrgher  Relief  Fund  has  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Superintendent  to  buy  articles  of  clothing  for 
the.  mon^  destitute  members  of  the  camp. 

The  Superintendent  is  fiirther  authorised  to  pm-chase  from  the  shop 
established  in  camp  blankets,  flannellette,  and  other  materials  for  free  issue 
to  women  and  chilcfren  not  otherwise  provided  for. 


(7895)  H  2  -      r^  T 

Digitized  by  vnOOQlC 


H 


Burgher  Camp^  Johannesburg^ 
To  the  Superiutendent,  18th  June,  1901. 

Thk  health  of  the  Burgher  Camp,  fiiacecotirse,  Johannesburg,  during 
the  month  of  May,  has  generally  been  excesedingly  good. 

Diseases  which  are  engendered,  or  propagated  by  living  congregations, 
have  been  entirely  absent,  and  most  excellent  food  has  caused  the  general 
health  to  keep  good.     '  " 

An  epidemic  of  measles,  which  has  been  prevalent  in  the  camp  for  the  last 
three  months,  raged  amongst  the  children  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
month,  and,  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  has  spent  itself  out  The  type 
of  measles  was  exceedingly  virulent,  and  very  typhoid  in  character,  and 
almost  all  the  cases  were  complicated  with  pneumonia  of  a  low  class.  The 
highest  daily  visiting  list  for  measles  was  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  (234). 
Although  my  hands  were  very  full,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  coping  with  the 
work. 

The  sanitation  of  the  camp  is  carried  out  to  my  satisfisurt^ion ;  but,  owing 
to  the  want  of  sanitary  carts  and  cattle,  the  cleanliness  is  not  quite  what  it 
should  be. 

A  few  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  been  attended  during  the  month,  but 
they  have  come  from  outside.     Our  water  supply  is  most  excellent. 

1  am,  &c. 

HuBBBT  Cbook, 

Medical  Officer. 


Imperial  Belief,  Johannesbubg. 

Report  for  Period  from  May  15th  to  Slst,  1901. 

Burgher  Camps  DepaHment  and  Imperial  Relief 
Johannesburg^  18th  June,  1901. 

Acx^OBDiNG  to  arrangements  previously  msule,  I  took  over  the  supervision 
of  this  work  on  the  15th  Miiy. 

All  necessary  supplies  4iad  come  forward,  with  the  exception  of  coffee, 
which  I  had  to  purchase  locally.  On  the  opening  day  a  considerable  crush 
took  place,  but  by  altering  the  position  of  the  guards  this  was  put  a  stop  to. 
As  the  people  receiving  rations  here  ^re  living  in  houses  all  over  the  place,  I 
am  unable  to  make  any  report  as  to  ^he  conditions  under  which  they  are 
living ;  but  to  judge  from  the  appeartoce.  of  those  who  come  here,  I  am 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  many  of  them  should  not  be  classed  as  indigents. 
Investi^tion  of  each  has  now  been  commenced,  and  I  hope  to  give  some  of  the 
results  m  my  next  report. 

The  number  of  people  who  have  come  to  fil^  for  free  burial. of  their 
relatives  or  friends  was  five.  For  two  I  provided  fimerals,  and  for  the  others 
I  only  gave  coffins.     The  burial  was  made  by  the  relatives  themselves. 

The  premises  secured  as  relief  store  are  very  suitable  ft>r  the  purpose. 

I  enclose  a  short  report  from  Dr.  Schienessen,  which  deal$  with  the  part 
of  the  work  which  comes  directly  under  him. 

The  average  number  of  people  rationed  during  the  period  stated  is  :— 
768  men,  2,567  women,  2,920  children. 

Food  Supply  and  Quality. — Please  see  Report  on  Kacecourse  camps* 

A.  A.  Noble, 

Superintendents 
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The  Superintendent  of  the  Impekial  Relief,  Johannesburg. 

Dear  Sir,  Johmmeshurg,  18  th  June,  1901. 

I  BEG  to  report  that  I  attended  during  the  second  half  of  May,  1901, 
60  patients  at  their  homes  in  Johannesburg,  Bramfontein,  Jeppes  Town, 
Bertram's  Town,  Troy viile,  and  Burghersdorp.  Besides  I  prescnbed  during 
that  period  for  about  15  to  20  patients  daily  at  the  office.  The  prevailing 
diseases  were  influenza,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  diphtheria,  and  children's 
complaints.     The  number  of  deaths  that  came  under  my  notice  were  two. 

I  am,  &c. 

Dr.   N.    SOHfilNESSEK. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Irene,  for  Month  ending 

31st  May,  1901. 


. 

Men. 

Women. 

Ghildien. 

InCamp,l8t  May,  1901 

„        SlstMay,  1901          ..        ..     '    .. 

Increase       

892 
1,164 

272 

1,242 
1,407 

165 

1,569 
1,748 

179 

Skk  tM  Camp, 

Week  ending  10th  May,  1901 

„          „      17th  May,  1901 

„      24th  May,  1901 

„          „      SlstMay  1901 

5i 
20 
86 
44 

134 
85 
99 
61 

200 
222 
199 
139 

DeatJit. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

,.      12      „         40    , 

„      40      „          50    .,        .. 

„      50      „          over          

~3 
2 

7 
6 

4 
48 

Total 

5 

13 

52 

Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 

Measles       ..  ..         «.          ».          ..  31 

Diarrhoea     •  •  .  •          . .          . .          . .  10 

Dysentery  .  •  .  •          , .          * .          * ,  5 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis.  •          •  •         •  •  9 

Enteric        ..  ••          ••          .•          •.  3 

Other  causes  ..         ••          ••          «.  12 

Total 70 
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Report  for  May. 

Burglier  Campy  Irene, 
Sir,  8  th  June,  1901. 

I  BEG  to  submit  my  report  on  the  working  of  the  past  month. 

The  people  who  arrived  in  camp  during  the  month  came  principally 
firom  Petersburg,  Nylstroom,  Warmbaths,  and  all  round  the  Waterberg,  and 
are  of  a  very  poor  class.  A  number  of  them  came  here  with  very  scanty 
clothing.  Some  of  the  women  had  sacks  tied  roimd  them  for  want  of  bettei 
covering,  and  the  children  were  in  a  worse  state,  a  good  many  of  them  being 
covered  with  vermin.  This  class  of  people  naturally  gave  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  pavticulariy  iu  neglecting  all  sanitary  regulations,  and  failing  to 
keep  their  camp  clean.  They  will  not  obey  instructions  as  regards  such 
matters,  and  to  save  an  epidemic  it  was  necessary  to  keep  them  under  strict 
watch,  and  send  the  sanitary  carts  and  rubbish  wagons  between  the  lines  to 
remove  the  filth.  The  only  complaint  about  food  that  I  have  had  emanated 
from  this  class,  for  the  better  they  are  fed,  and  the  more  they  are  cared  for, 
the  more  ungrateful  they  are. 

I  have  a  sanitary  inspector  with  an  assistant,  and  about  23  natives, 
constantly  at  work  cleaning  th$  camp.  The  night  soil  from  the  latrines  is 
removed  by  two  sanitary  carts.  'The  rubbi&h  collected  in  buckets  placed  at 
intervals  between  the  mies  of  tents  is  removed  by  trolleys  to  the  lands  of  the 
Irepo  Estate.  In  cc«isequence.  of  the  Boers  from  roving  commandos  having 
visited  the  Irene  homestead  at  night  on  several  occasions,^  and  having  taken 
away  all  livestock,  1  am  now  taking  steps  to  have  holes  dug  not  far  from  the 
camp  where  the  refose  may  be  deposited.  Notwithstai^ding  these  adverse 
circumstances,  the  camp  is  fairly  clean. 

Climate  QndEffects.TT-^ncQ  the  cessation  of  the  rainy  season,  the  weather 
has  become  extremely  cold  at  night,  and  on  some  days  the  winds  were 
extremely  cold.  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  assist  the  people  and 
minimise  their  hardships  by  issuing  to  them  blankets,  aheap  skins,  and 
canvas  coverings.  On  the  whole  they  are  fairly  comfortable.  Complaints 
are  inevitable  in  a  camp  with  4,500  people,  but  every  effort  is  made  to  make 
things  comfortable. 

Wood  Supply. — The  scarcity  of  wood  has  been  the  cauise  of  considerable 
anxiety,  and  is  one  of  the  greatest  hardships  among  the  people.  Up  to  the 
present  I  have  been  able  to  send  out  10  bullock  wagons,  with  five  Burghers 
to  each  wagon,  under  an  armed  escort,  to  obtain  wood  from  the  neighbouring 
farms  twice  every  week,  but  this  does  not  suffice  to  meet  all  requirements. 
The  majority  of  the  Burgher  people  have  no  idea  of  economy  in  this  respect. 
They  are  accustomed  on  their  farms  to  make  their  native  servants  collect  a 
plentiful  supply,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  teach  them  to  understand  that 
economy  must  be  studied. 

Two  truck-loads  of  coal,  about  20  tons  weight,  are  received  and  distributed 
weekly.  This  is  often  of  inferior  quality,  and  does  not  bum  in  the  ovens, 
and  hardly  in  the  open  air,  unless  it  is  mixed  with  a  liberal  proportion  of 
wood. 

Many  families  consist  of  women  with  young  children  whose  husbands  are 
still  on  commando,  or  are  prisoners  of  war.  These  are  generally  very  bitter 
against  the  men  in  camp,  whom  they  style  "  hands-uppers,"  and  treat 
so  contemptuously  that  the  men  will  not  do  anything  for  them.     In  conse- 

?uence  these  families  have  nq  ovens.     To  meet  their  wants  m  this  respect, 
have  had  several  ovens  built,  where  they  bake  their  bread.     I  have,  also, 
had  several  soup  kitchens  built,  but  as  the  people  do  not  seem  to  appreciate    ) 
them  I  have  discontinued  building  these. 

Meat  Supply. — There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  grumbling  regarding  the    ^ 
quality  of  the  meat  supplied.     The  sheep  supplied  have  undoubtedly  been^ 
in  very  poor  condition,  but  the  meat  compares  favourably  with  what  is  to  be: 
had  in  butchers'  shops  in  large  towns  at  the  present  time. 

Up  to  last  week  the  meat  supply  was  derived  from  stock  handed  over  to  ■ 
the  camp  by  the  Director  of  Supplies  from  the  droves  of  captured  sheep 
near  Pretoria.     Sufficient  were  handed  over  at  a  time  to  last  for  seven  days,     t 
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The  hecessity  of  sending  in  to  Pt^to|na  for  fcheep  ha«  noW  ceasfed,  ds  the 
Director  of  Supplies  has  befen  good  enough  ttt  pferlnit  of  siifficient  allimald 
for  four  or  fiv«  weeks*  supply  to  be  taken  from  passing  flocks.  Yesterday 
2,000  averaging  in  weight  15  lbs.  each,  were  so  taken  for  the  use  of  this 
camp.  These  will  last  four  or  five  weeksj  provided  there  are  no  losses  due 
to  the  acts  of  the  enemy,  or  to  bad  weather.  The  low  average  weight  quoted 
is  due  to  the  feet  that  the  sheep  are  in  a  very  poor  condition  owing  to  the 
long  distance  they  have  been  driven,  and  to  the  want  of  grass  along  th^ 
route,  which .  is  close  to  the  railway  line.  1\)  make  up  for  lean  meat,  the 
issue  per  head  has  been  increased  a  little. 

The  butchery  is  well  managed  by  men  taken  frorii  among  the  rfefugefes.  On 
an  average,  about  1,600  sheep  are  killed  per  month.  I'he  skiiis  arfe  Issued  to 
the  Burghei's  to  form  mats  and  karosses.  The  head,  feet,  and  pAunch  at^ 
issued  to  widows  and  orphans,  and  to  those  fittnilies  whose  heads  atb  not 
here. 

Sto7'€. — The  store  is  worked  by  the  Storekeeper  and  an  assistant,  and  ac^ 
many  men  selected  from  among  the  refugees  ^s  may  be  required. 

On  the  whole  the  ratidn  satisfies  the  people^  especially  since  children  were 
allowed  1  lb.  flour  per  day  instead  of  ^  lb.  as  formerly* 

The  flour  supplied  has  been  of  very  jgood  quality  on  the  whol^.  Many  of 
the  refugees  would  prefer  to  have  unsifted  meal  supplied  to  them,  and  if 
possible  this  niight  be  done  to  advantage.  The  coffee  and  salt  have  been 
fairly  good,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  sugar. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  has  been  very  good.  A  nUiUbfet  tif 
tanks  are  fitted  in  the  camp^  and  are  Connected  by  piping  yrith  the  railway 
puoiping  station.  These  tanks  are  filled  three  tim^  a  day.  To  prevent 
waste,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  appoint  a  man  to  see  that  women  ^^d 
children  do  not  leave  the  tap  running  after  drawing  water.  Owing  to  th& 
inoreafie  in  the  population  of  the  camp,  it  will  be  necessary  to  apprdaeh  the 
railway  authorities  with  a  View  tb  getting  a  more  powerful  putnp,  and  to 
prect  more  tarikia.  A  watercart  is  also  necessary  to  carry  water  to  the 
hospital,  and  to  places  where  building  operations  are  being  carried  otu 

Transpoi*t — The  transport  of  goods,  such  as  stores,  coal,  wood,  new  boinfers 
and  their  belongings,  &c.,  from  the  station  is  causing  a  great  deal  of  anxiety. 
Up  to  the  present  donkey  and  buUook  teams,  hired  from  the  refugees  in  the 
camp,  have  been  utilised,  but  the  pasturage  is  becoming  so  scanty,  and  as  a 
natural  consequence,  the  animals  so  weakj  that  before  long  they  will  not  be 
fit  to  pull  the  wagons,  and  I  shall  have  to  apply  for  authority  to  draw  fodder 
from  the  Army  Service  Corps  to  feed  these  animals. 

School  and  Church, — A  school,  has  been  starte4  under  direction  of  the 
Education  Department.  A  schoolniaster  arid  four  lady  teachers  have  been 
dent  out  to  this  camp  from  t^retoria.  Two  refttgees  also  have  been  employed 
as  teachers.  This  will  have  the  effect  of  keeping  the  children  from  rtinriilig; 
about  all  day  doin^  mischief,  and  I  hope  will  be  duly  apprediated  by  the 
parents.  For  the  purpose  of  school  accommodation  part  of  ah  iron  building, 
two  large  marquee  tetits,  and  a  tarpaulin  covered  shed,  have  been  utiHsed* 
This  ought  to  be  ample  for  present  requirenlents.  The  same  places  Are  usfed 
on  Sundays  for  church  purposes.  The  buildliig  in  cold  wekther  is  Ugpd  by 
different  aenominations  at  different  hours.  The  Dopper,  English,  and  Dutch 
Reformed  Churches  each  holding  service  in  it  in  turn.  The  representatives  of 
the  various  churches  arranged  this  among  themselves,  and  the  congregations 
seem  to  be  perfectly  satisfied.  Soldiers  of  the  garrison  here  £ire  permitted 
to  come  in  to  attend  service  every  Sunday  morning. 

Deserters.— DilTWg  the  month  five  men  deserted  fi:om  the  camp.  I  am 
convinced  that  four  out  of  the  five  would  not  have  gone  if  their  fapailies  had 
beeh  here,  or  if  they  felt  assured  that  their  families  were  under  British 
protection.  It  appears  that  the  farms  on  which  these  families  were  when 
last  heard  of  aie  situated  in  the  district  of  Rustenburg,  which  is  not  yet 
under  the  control  of  the  military.  The  men  who  absconded,  from  informa- 
tion received,  feo^red  that  the  Boers  on  commando  would  iU-r^reftt  an^  $tayv§ 
the  women  ^Ud  chiJdreii  of  mw  who  bad  gurrendered,  ^  t 
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Transported. — Four  men  were  transferred,  under  escort,  during  the 
month  to  the  coast,  presumably  to  Oeylon  or  India. 

Medical  Department — I  enclose  the  Medical  Officer's  report  on  the  health 
of  the  camp  and  the  working  of  the  hospital,  accompanied  by  : — 
List  of  medical  comforts  supplied,  which  speaks  for  itself. 

General  Remarks. — During^'the  past  month  some  200  Burghers  have  been 
employed  at  work  of  various  kinds.  Some  were  making  bricks  (they  made 
21,837  large  bricks,  and  24,000  small  ones  during  the  month).  These  bricks 
I  have  utilised  for  building  kitchen  ovens  and  a  hospital  ward  for  patients 
suffering  from  pneumonia  and  other  pulmonary  diseases.  This  ward  will 
accommodate  about  24  beds.  The  walls  are  already  complete,  and  as  soon 
as  the  material  arrives  the  roof  will  be  put  on/  and  tne  building  made 
available  for  receiving  patients. 

The  stones  removed  from  the  roads  between  rows  of  tents  have  been 
utilised  in  making  a  stable.  This  is  now  completed,  and  there  is  accommoda-* 
tion  for  about  25  mules.  Carpenters  have  been  busy  erecting  iron  buildings, 
and  adding  to  existing  accommodation. 

Some  of  the  refugees  have  been  engaged  in  fixing  tents,  digging  trenches, 
removing  goods,  such  as  coal  and  stores  from  the  station,  cutting  wood  for 
the  camp,  &c.  Work  has  been  found  for  others  in  burying  oxen,  sheep, 
and  other  dead  animals,  of  which  we  have  a  large  number  every  month, 
as  many  as  60,000  sheep  have  passed  here  in  one  flock,  and  many  are  so 
weak  and  tired  that  they  drop  out  and  die  in  the  water  furrows  and  by  the 
roadside. 

Police. — Twenty-tive  reliable  Burghers  are  employed  as  police  in  this  camp. 
They  are  on  duty  by  night  as  well  as  oy  day,  and  when  women  and  children 
arrive  by  train,  they  assist  in  getting  them  located  in  the  tents  allotted  to 
them,  and  in  removing  their  goods  and  chattels  from  the  station.  These 
men,  although  very  slow  at  grasping  the  actual  duty  required  of  them,  are 
of  great  assistance  in  maintaining  order.  They  have  been  tested  at  night  on 
different  occasions,  and  have  not  been  found  wanting.  Their  watchAilness 
would  make  it  difficult  for  any  one  to  get  in  or  out  of  the  camp  without  being 
discovered, 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        N.  J.  Soteoltz, 

Superintendent. 


Medical  Report  on  Refugee  Camp,  Irene, 

The  camp  is  healthily  situated  on  high  ground,  and  the  air  is  very  dry 
and  bracing.  The  cold  is  intense  at  night,  and  a  cutting  wind  blows  on 
many  days. 

The  water  is  supplied  in  tanks  distributed  over  the  camp,  and  is  pumped 
up  by  an  engine  in  pipes  to  the  tanks,  the  water  is  of  good  quality. 
\       The  sanitation  of  the  camp  is  good,  the  closets  are  kept  clean,  and  all 
rubbish  is  regularly  removed.     A  destructor  is  attached  to  hospital  for  dealing 
with  the  excreta  of  enteric  and  other  infectious  cases. 

The  health  of  the  men  in  camp  is  good,  but  the  young  women  and  children 
suffer  considerably  from  the  effects  of  the  cold  winds  and  cold  at  night. 
The  prevailing  diseases  are  malaria,  dysentery  and  diari'hoea,  measles,  and 
pneumonia ;  all  these  diseases  are  caused  or  made  much  worse  by  cold  and 
insufficient  clothing.  The  great  mortality  I  attribute  to  the  fact  that  the 
great  proportion  of  the  sick  are  young  children  who,  badly  clothed  and 
carelessly  looked  after,  soon  succumb  to  the  cold.  I  believe  the  mortality 
amongst  the  Boer  children,  even  when  on  their  own  farms,  is  very  great, 
and  1  am  collecting  statistics  trying  to  show  their  average  infant  mortality, 
and  which  I  shall  publish  in  a  future  report. 

Living  in  tents  is  very  trying  for  sick  people,  as  the  tent  gets  very  hot  in 
the  day  and  intensely  cold  at  night.  Many  of  the  people  have  only  a  mattress 
to  lie  on,  and  thus  are  within  a  few  inches  of  the  ground,  filankets  are 
Jil>erally  provided,  but  they  c^pnpt  prevept  draughts  or  c^^ilJe  ivhen  ]y^K^,    i 
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near  the  ground.     I  would  suggest  that  all  tents  be  provided  with  stretchers 
raised  at  least  three  feet  from  the  ground. 

The  Boers  and  their  families  are  very  diflficult  to  induce  to  come  into 
hospital,  although  every  facility  is  given  them  to  visit  their  relations  in 
hospital,  which  is  situated  only  a  few  yards  from  the  centre  of  the  camp. 
Thus  many  cases  die,  which,  if  admitted  into  hospital  early,  nught  have 
recovered.  The  rations  served  out  to  the  people  are  a  living  diet  for  a 
healthy  man  or  woman,  but  as  the  meat  at  present  is  very  poor,  the  rations  have, 
I  believe,  been  increased.  For  sick  people  and  the  majority  of  weak  children 
the  only  diet  is  that  provided  out  of  the  medical  comforts  consisting  of  milk, 
barley,  sago,  arrowroot,  &c.,  and  these  must  be  given  liberally,  as  the 
majority  of  the  patients  are  very  weak  and  remain  convalescent  for  a  long 
period.  I  give  in  an  annexee  the  quantities  of  medical  comforts  issued  during 
the  month. 

Six  ladies  from  Pretoria,  who  are  voluntary  workers,  visit  in  the  camp  and 
live  in  tents.  The  camp  is  divided  into  wards,  and  each  lady  takes  a  ward 
and  visits  every  tent  in  the  morning,  and  then  reports  to  the  Medical  Officei 
the  serious  cases,  and  does  what  nursing  for  the  sick  that  she  can.  These 
ladies  do  their  work  well,  and  it  would  be  difficult  and  impossible  for  the 
present  medical  staff  to  do  their  work  without  them,  as  at  present  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  the  Medical  Officer  to  visit  even  the  most  serious  cases  more 
than  once  in  two  or  three  days,  and  in  the  meantime  the  ladies  have  to  look 
after  and  report  on  the  cases.  There  is  more  than  enough  work  for  another 
Medical  Officer  to  do  in  the  camp,  as  it  is  quite  impossible  for  a  man  to  visit 
more  than  50  patients,  and  give  them  proper  attention  in  one  day,  and  on 
most  days  he  is  lucky  if  he  can  do  that,  now  that  the  days  are  shortening  so. 
We  have  a  hospital  consisting  of  seven  large  marquee  tents,  and  a  brick 
building  capable  of  holding  about  20  patients,  in  course  of  erection.  We  use 
at  present  six  of  the  marquees  and  have  25  patients  in  hospital. 

One  maixjuee  is  used  for  maternity  cases  and  another  for  measle  cases. 
Three  trained  nurses  work  the  hospital,  one  of  them  taking  night  duty.  They 
are  assisted  by  women  from  the  camp,  two  at  night  and  three  in  the  daytime. 
These  women  are  very  imsatisfactory,  as  they  get  tired  of  the  work  before 
they  are  of  any  assistance,  and  I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to  get  more 
ladies  or  nurses  to  work  in  the  hospital  and  thus  relieve  the  trained  nurses 
of  a  great  deal  of  worry  and  overstrain  of  work.  The  work  of  the  hospital 
is  very  heavy  for  the  nurses,  as  the  marquees  cover  a  considerable  area  of 
ground  and  necessitate  a  lot  of  walking  over  the  rough  veldt.  Most  of  the 
cases  admitted  into  hospital  are  of  a  severe  type,  and  require^constant 
attention.  ^,.  year . 

I  should  have  liked  to  give  a  return  with  reference  to  theJJJprevailing 
diseases,  but  as  I  only  took  over  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  during  the  second 
week  of  May,  I  have  been  unable  to  secure  sufficient  data,  and  unless  a  return 
of  that  sort  is  complete  it  is  of  no  use. 

(Signed)        Percy  A.  Grebn, 

Irene,  4tli  June,  1901,  Medical  Officer. 


Medical  Comforts  issued  during  May,  1901, 

Rice        400  lbs. 

Barley    ..         •.          ..  1,000   „ 

Sago 482   „ 

Arrowroot          ••          ..  161    „ 

Maizena . .          . .          . .  276    „ 

Bran^ 24  bottles. 

Port  Wine         • .          • .  24       „ 

Milk 4,896  tins  (102  caaes). 

Fresh  Milk         ..         ..  123  bottles. 

(Signed)        Percy  A.  Green, 

Irene,  5th  June,  1901.  Medical  Officer, 

^^^^^)                                                       I  Digitized  by  Google 


62 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Standerton,  for  Month  ending 

3l8t  May,  1901. 


Men. 

271 
634 

363 

Women. 

1 

ChUdren. 

In  Camp,  1  St  May,  1901 

3l8t  May,  1901          

Increase 

313 
1,039 

726 

658 
1,310 

657 

Sick  in  Camp. 

Week  ending  10th  May,  1 901 '. 

„       17th  May,  1901 ' 

„       24th  May,  1901 

„       31st  May,  1901 

5 

10 

4 

5 

18 
26 
11 
11 

16 

19 

12 

9 

Deaths, 

Under  1  month 

Between    1  month  and  1  year               . .         . . ; 

„        1  year  and  1 2  years  . . 

„       12  years  and  40     „      . . 

„      40         „        50     , 1 

50        „        over 

2 

1 

7 

1 
22 

Total 

3 

7 

23 

Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 

Measles        . ,          , .          • .          . .          . .  — 

Diarrhoea     . .          . .          . .          . .          . .  1 

Dysentery    . .          . .          . .          . .          . .  3 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis. .          , .          . .  3 

Enteric        11 

Heart  failure           . .          .  •          . .          . .  3 

Other  causes           .•          ..          ..          ..  12 

Total        33 


The  General  Superintendent,  Burgher  Camps,  Pretoria. 


Burgher  Camp^  Standerton^ 
Dear  Sir,  .  ist  June,  1901. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  43  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  I  bej/  to  hand  you 
report  on  this  camp  as  follows  : — 

Accommodation. — Owing  to  the  unexpected  increase  in  numbers,  there 
has  not  been  sufficient  accommodation  in  camp,  and  't  r  became  necessary  to 
shelter  a  number  of  families  in  the  Dopper  Church. 

Permission  has  been  given  to  several  families  to  gjo  ad  live  in  town,  but 
it  would  be  much  better  if  all  refugees  drawing  ratici  s,  with  the  exception  of 
those  owning  houses,  and  very  old  and  infirm  people,  wf^re  compelled  to  live 
in  camp.  It  is-my  opinion  that  many  of  the  tQwns|)e  pl^  drawing  rations  are 
in  a  position  to  support  themselves,  and,  if  it  jvere  'nade  compulsory  for  all 
not  owning  houses  to  live  in  camp,  there  would  be  a  con  iderable  diminution 
in  tho'ttumberfi  of  those  drawing  rations.  Before  th  s  rule  could  be  brought 
into  force,  however,  there  would  require  to  be  a  larg  ...crease  in  the  nurnoer 
of  tents.     At  the  present  time  at  least  200  bell  tents  .;     required  to  properly 
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house  the  people,  as  all  the  marquees  and  store  tent^  are  overcrowded,  and 
the  families  in  the  church  should  also  be  brought  into  camp,  as  it.  is  very  i©^ 
convenient  having  them  so  iar  away.  There  are  also  a  number  of  surrendered 
Burghers  in  Green  Point  and  Ladysmith  who  are  entitled  to  return  as  soon  as 
there  is  room  for  them. 

Stores. — The  food  is  of  good  quality,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  con- 
signment of  sugar,  which  was  very  poor.  A  few  complaints  have  been  made 
about  the  coffee,  but  it  is  as  good  as  most  coffee  supplied  in  bulk.  The  flour 
and  mealie  meal  have  been  exceptionally  good,  especially  that  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Dunn  &  Co.,  Durban,  but  I  think  the  refiigees  would  prefer  having 
unsifted  meal  (flour).  As  there  is  no  building  in  camp  sufficiently  large 
for  the  purpose,  all  supplies  are  stored  in  town  in  a  building  rented  from 
Mr.  J.  Gibson. 

Fitel. — We  have  at  times  been  very  short  of  fuel,  owing  to  the  delay,  on 
the  railway,  but  at  present  there  is  an  adequate  supply  of  coal.  There  is  a 
great  improvement  in  the  quality  of  that  supplied  by  the  T3nie  Valley  Colliery. 
Wood  is  urgently  required,  as  the  supply  of  cow  dung  fuel,  being  now  very 
limited,  there  is  difficulty  in  lighting  the  coal. 

Water. — Has  been  drawn  from  the  Vaal  for  cooking  purposes,  but  as  this 
has  now  been  condemned  it  has  all  to  be  fetched  from  tne  Government  Stock 
Farm,  where  there  is  a  permanent  spring  of  good  and  clear  water. 

Church. — Services  are  held  every  Sunday  in  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church 
in  town,  and  these  are  well  attended  by  the  refugees.  The  Dutch  Minister 
also  visits  the  camp  frequently,  and  attends  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the 
inmates. 

School. — A  school  has  been  started  in  town  under  the  direction  of  the 
Education  Department.  •  As  the  school  building  was  too  small,  a  couple  bf 
marquees  were  erected  close  by  and  are  used  e^s  class  rooms.  The  number  of 
children  who  attend  from  the  camp  is  approximately  200. 

Sanitary. — The  sa,nitary  arrangements  are  under  the  charge  of  one  of  the 
refugees,  who  has  a  gang  of  natives  under  him.  Wood  and  iron  latrines  have 
been  erected  for  the  women,  and  army  screens  supplied  for  the  men.  As 
there  are  no  pails,  trenches  are  dug  and  filled  in  as  occasion  requires  dis- 
infectants being  freely  used. 

Hospital. — Tl:e  hospital  is  composed  of  four  marquees,  ^-nd  is  under  the 
charge  of  the  matron,  Mrs.  Barratt,  who  is  indefatigable  in  her  care  of  the 
patients.  The  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Osborne,  is  most  attentive,  and  visits  the 
hospital  and  camp  every  day,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  is  not  resident 
in  the  camp,  as  through  his  not  being  there,  a  great  deal  of  extra  responsibility 
is  thrown  upon  the  matron. 

Houses. — A  few  rooms  were*  built  of  sods,  but  as  these  proved  unsatisfac- 
tory, some  of  the  Burghers  were  set  to  making  bricks  about  9  inches  square. 
With  these  several  blocks  of  rooms,  six  rooms  in  each  block,  were  erected, ^nd 
proved  most  substantial  and  comfortable  quarters. 

Transport. — The  gi-eatest  difficulty  we  have  to  contend  with  is  the  lack 
of  transport,  and  unless  something  can  soon  be  done  in  this  respect,  it  will  be 
a  serious  question  how  to  bring  supplies  from  the  station  and  keep  the  camp 
clean.  There  is  a  span  of  10  mules  and  another  of  eight  hoi-ses  in  camp 
which  could  be  hired  from  the  owners,  but,  unfortunately,  the  Army  Service 
Corps  having  refused  to  supply  any  other  than  Government  animals  with 
forage,  these  cannot  be  worked  as  there  is  no  pasturage  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
camp. 

Health  and  Climate. — There  was  a  considerable  amount  of  sickness,  chiefly 
enteric  and  dysentery,  at  one  time,  but  this  is  gradually  decreasing.  The  cold 
latterly  has  been  intense,  and  the  refugees,  many  of  whom  are  scantily 
supplied  with  clothing,  have  suffered  severely.  There  was  a  great  demand 
for  blankets,  but  this  was  partially  met  by  the  supply  of  500  which  came  to 
hand  towards  the  end  of  the  month.     On  the  whole,  I  consider  the  camp  to 
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be  in  a  healthy  position,  though  at  times  it  is  very  cold  owing  to  its  proximity 
to  the  river* 

Staff. — The  staff  is  composed  of  the  superintendent,  storekeeper,  assistant 
storekeeper,  overseer,  and  office  boy,  and  their  time  is  fiilly  occupied.  Owinor 
to  the  increasing  correspondence  with  the  Civil  and  Military  Offices.  I 
have  written  asking  that  a  junior  clerk  may  be  appointed.  The  hospital 
staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer,  the  matron,  and  the  staff  of  seven  or  eight 
girl  probationers.  These,  the  matron  reports,  are  giving  every  satisfaction, 
and  take  kindly  to  their  work.  There  are  in  addition  several  coloured 
assistants.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy 
and  kindly  assistance  I  have  always  received  from  the  Military  Authorities 
and  the  Resident  Magistrate. 

RiCHD.    MOFFATT, 

Acting  Superintendent,  Burgher  Camp. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Mafeking,  for  Month  ended 

31st  May,  1901. 


Men. 


Women. 


Chiklreii, 


In  Camp  on  1st  May,  1901 
„  3l8i  May,  1901 

Increase 


Sick  in  Camp. 

Week  ended  lOth  May,  1901 
„  17th  May,  1901 

„  24th  May,  1901 

„  31st  May,  1001 


Deaths. 


96 

140 

!              145 

189 

49 

49 

1                       ! 
1 

Under  1  mouth    .  • 

Between  I  month  and  1  year 
„  1  year  and  12  years 
„        12  years  and  40  years 

40  „       50      „ 

„        50  „       over 

TotttJ . . 


529 
712 

183 


Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 

Measles  •• 
Diarrhcea  •  • 
Dysentery  .• 
Pneumonia  and  bronchitis. . 

Enteric        • 

Other  causes 

Total        


4 
3 
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Report  for  the  Month  of  May,  1901. 

Burgher  Camp,  Maf eking y 
1st  June,  1901, 
Removal  of  Camp. — By  directions  of  the  General  Lord  Metbuen,  the  site 
of  the  camp  was  changed  to  a  place  some  five  miles  from  Mafeking,  This 
entailed  considerable  expense  and  trouble,  as  the  huts  had  to  be  broken  down 
^nd  erected  afresh  at  the  new  camp.  The  water  supply  is  derived  from  ten 
wells  which  have  been  sunk  and  fitted  with  pumps. 

The  food  supply  is  obtained  by  contract  from  a  local  merchant  named 
Lippman,  as  set  forth  hereunder  : — 


Extract  Jrom  Contract. 
**  That  a  European  grocery  ration  shall  consist  of — 

1  lb.  of  the  best  sifted  Boer  meal. 

1  oz.  of  the  best  ground  coffee. 

2  oz.  of  the  best  Tight  yellow  or  white  sugar. 
2  oz.  of  the  best  rice,  bleached. 

2  oz.  of  the  best  colonial  jam,  including  marmalade. 
^  oz.  of  the  best  colonial  clean  white  salt, 
oz.  of  the  best  white  ground  pepper." 

A  Native  ration  shall  consist  of — 

2  lbs.  of  the  best  mealie  meal. 
^  oz.  salt,  best.'' 

^'  A  meat  ration  shall  consist  of — 

1  lb.  of  the  best  fresh  beef  or  mutton. 

"  With  regard  to  such  meat  ration,  six  inches  of  each  quarter  of  beef  shall 
be  cut  off,  and  no  superfluous  bone  shall  be  supplied.  On  meat  requisitions 
-over  100  lbs.  weight  3  per  cent,  extra  shall  be  allowed  for  cutting." 

"  That  such  rations  shall  be  supplied  on  written  requisitions,  and  shall  be 
paid  for  at  the  following  rates  : — 

For  European  grocery  rations     . .  . .      G^ci.  per  ration. 

For  Native  rations  , .  . .  . .      id.  „ 

For  meat  rations  . .  . ,  . .  . .      SJc/.  ,, 

"  That  delivery  of  the  European  grocery  rations  and  Native  rations  shall 
be  made  as  aforesaid  once  per  week,  and  ot*  meat  mtions  daily,  at  not  later 
than  7.30  in  the  forenoon. 

"That  this  contract  shall  continue  during  the  pleasure  of  the  General 
Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps,  and  shall  be  terminated  by  him  on  giving 
one  week's  notice  in  writing  to  that  effect. 

"  That  monthly  accounts  shall  be  rendered  by  the  contractor,  and  pay 
shall  be  made  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable. 

"That  the  contractor  shall  keep  in  stock  not  lees  than  100,000  European 
grocery  rations  in  case  of  emergencies. 

"  That  the  contractor  shall  give  security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  party 
of  the  first  part  in  the  sum  of  1,500Z.  for  the  due  performance  of  the 
-contract." 

Hospital. — During  the  operation  of  moving  the  camp  patients  were  sent 

to  the  Victoria  Hospital  in  Mafeking.     The  accommodation  for  patients  in  the 

'Camp  Hospital  being  now  complete  all  serious  cases  are  treated  locally.     The 

Medical  Officer  resides  in  camp  and  is  assisted  by  a  competent  matron  and 

staff  of  assistants. 

(Signed)         L.  MoCowat, 

Superintendent. 
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Statistical  Rbturn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Klerksdorp,  for  Month  ending 

31st  May,  1901. 


In  Camp,  Ist  May,  1901. . 
„        3 Ist  May,  lUOl 


Increase 


Sick  in  Camp. 


Week  ending  10th  May,  1901 
„  „  17th  May,  1901 
„  „  24th  May,  1901 
„        „       3l8t  May,  1901 


Deaths. 

Under  1  month    . . 

Between    1  month  and  1  year 
„         1  year  and  1 2  years 
,.       12  years  and  40     „ 
V       40         „        50     „ 
50         „        over 

Total  . . 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

120 

350 

521 

267 

719 

977 

147 

369 

456 

2 

^ 

1 

3 

— 

1 

2 

r— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 



1 

2 

4 

Deaths  laider  Heads  of  Caitses. 


Measles 
Diarrhoea     , . 
Dysentery  . . 
Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 
Enteric 
Other  causes 

Total 


1 

2 
1 
3 


Monthly  Report  for  May,  1901. 

Burgher  Camp,  Klerksdorj), 
7th  June,  1901. 

I  BEG  to  report  for  the  month  ending  31st  May  as  follows  : — 

New-comers. — The  annexed  Statistical  Return  shows  an  increase  in 
numbers  of  972  persons,  comprising  147  men,  369  women,  and  456  children. 
These  were  brought  in  by  columns  operating  to  the  west  and  north-west  of 
Klerksdorp.  The  condition  of  most  of  the  families  was  most  deplorable-;  their 
clothing  was  tattered  and  threadbare,  and  scanty  as  well.  Bedding  was  of 
the  poorest  description,  whilst  cooking  utensils  and  conveniences  of  all  sorts 
were  often  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  The  men  who  come  in  with  the 
convoys  declare  that  the  people  are  most  improvident,  and  that  if  they  are 
^possessed  of  better  clothing,  &c.,  they  .neglect  to  have  it  brought  out  of  the 
houses  and  loaded  on  to  the  wagons  when  they  are  called  upon  to  come  into 
camp.  Every  effort  is  made  to  supply  sufficient  blankets,  warm  clothing, 
cooking  utensils,  &c.,  but  the  supply  is  often  unequal  to  the  demand,  and 
considerable  hardship  is  undergone  at  times  before  fresh  supplies  of  such 
articles  can  be  obtained. 

In  addition  to  these  families,  a  few  men  have  been  sent  from  Cape  Town 
and  Ladysmith  detention  camps,  as  voluntary  surrenders,  to  join  their  families. 
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These  were  isolated  before  reaching  this  camp,  for  the  prescribed  number  of 
days,  to  ensure  that  they  were  not  infected  with  plague,  which  is  now  prevalent 
at  Cape  Town. 

Food  Supply. — This  has  been  maintained  equal  to  the  demand.  The 
quality  of  the  flour  has  given  perfect  satisfaction.  Sugar  and  coffee  have  also 
been  good. 

Meat  has  been  obtained  from  the  Army  Service  Corps,  which  supplies 
sheep  from  the  flocks  of  captured  sheep.  The  condition  of  the  animals  has 
been  fair,  and  the  meat  good,  as  the  stock  has  not  been  driven  far  before 
reaching  Klerksdorp. 

Wood  and  Coal. — ^Regular  supplies  of  coal  come  to  hand  to  meet  aU 
requirements,  but  wood  is  very  diflScult  to  obtain.  The  Commandant  of  the 
forces  here  has  sanctioned  the  sending  of  wood-cuttere  out  along  the  line  of 
railway,  and  arrangements  are  being  made  to  equip  men  with  tools  and  wagons 
to  cut  wood  and  fetch  it  to  the  railway  for  transmission  to  camp.  This  will 
effectually  overcome  the  present  difficulty  in  this  regard. 

Water. — The  quality  of  the  water  is  good,  but  it  is  feared  the  quantity 
will  continue  diminishing  until  it  will  become  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient  for 
the  needs  of  the  camp  ;  this  matter  is  receiving  serious  attention. 

Health. — The  health  of  the  camp  has  been  excellent,  and  compares  very 
favourably  with  that  in  the  town.  I  append  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer. 
The  weather  has  been  very  trying,  owing  to  strong  winds  during  the  day  and 
heavy  frosts  at  night.  Much  discomfort  is  experienced  under  these  conditions 
by  all  who  live  in  tents. 

Hospital. — This  is  established  in  the  Stock  Exchange  building  in  town, 
which  serves  the  purpose  admirably.  The  number  of  patients  has  been 
normal,  and  on  the  31st  May  was  reduced  to  two  {see  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer).  The  sick  in  camp  are  under  the  care  of  the  Hospital  Matron,  assisted 
by  another  trained  nurse,  and  several  young  lady  helpers  belonging  to  families 
in  the  camp.  A  dispensary  is  attached,  served  by  a  competent  chemist. 
Medical  comforts  are  issued  on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical  Officer  to  all 
patients,  convalescents,  young  children,  and  aged  persons. 

Churches. — The  local  Dutch  Minister  is  still  out  on  commando,  but  the 
wants  of  the  people  are  met  in  regard  to  services  by  elders  of  the  Church. 
The  schoolroom,  a  large  and  commodious  place,  is  utilised  for  church  meetings. 

School. — The  Educational  Department  has  established  a  free  school  here  : 
•eight  teachers  are  engaged;  the  head  teacher  is  a  male,  the  rest  lady 
teachers ;  two  of  these  are  refugees,  and  two  are  English  ladies  residing  in 
town. 

The  attendance  at  school  is  as  follows  : — 


Boys. 

1 
Girls.         \        Total. 

! 

1 

Refugees '          129 

Non-refugees 30 

168 
29 

282 
59 

Total.." !           — 

— 

841 

(Signed)        H.  Howard, 

Superintendent 


Monthly  Medical  Report. 

Burgher  Camp,  Klerksdorp. 

The  health  of  the  Klerksdorp  Burgher  Camp  during  the  month  of  May  has 
been  very  satisfactory,  and  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  refugees  in  camp 
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and  in  town,  the  number  of  serious  cases  at  any  time  during  the  month  has- 
been  small 

Seven  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  month. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  in  hospital  during  the  month  has  been  20. 


5 
G 

8 

1 


Hospital  Report. 

Remaining  in  hospital  on  1st  May. ,  .  • 

Admitted  into  hospital  during  May 
Discharged  from  hospital  during  May 
Died  in  hospital  during  May 

Remaining  in  hospital  on  31st  May  . .  2 

There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  month,  and 
this  has  been  due  to  the  excellent  sanitary  arrangements  carried  out.  The 
orders  of  the  superintendent  regarding  this  important  matter  are  strictly 
carried  out  daily  by  the  overseers  of  the  various  sections  of  the  camp,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  these  measures  are  understood  and  appreciated. 

The  water  supply  of  the  camp  is  good. 

Regarding  food  stuffs,  the  quality  of  coffee  and  sugar  supplied  have  alone 
been  sometimes  complained  of. 

Orders  with  regard  to  the  comforts  of  the  families  during  the  present 
severe  weather  are  very  carefully  carried  out  by  the  superintendent. 

(Signed)        H.  Scott  Russel, 
Klerksdorp,  5th  June,  1901.  Medical  Officer. 


Statistical  Return  for 

Burgher   Gamp,  Pietersburg,  for  Month  ending 
31st  May,  1901, 

•  •        •  • 

•  •        •  • 

.  •        •  • 

•  •        • . 

.. 

•  •        . . 

Men. 

243 
577 

S34 

Women. 

361 
756 

395 

Children. 

In  Camp,   let  May,  1901 
„      3l8t  May,  1901 

Increase 

509 
968 

459 

Sick  in  Caffip, 

Week  ending  10th  May,  1901    . . 

„          „       17th  May,  1901   .. 

„          „       24th  May,  1901    .. 

„       31st  May,  1901    .. 

9 
58 

11 
"62 

8 
68 

Under  1  month    . .         . .     .    •  • 
Between  1  month  and  1  year    . . 

„         1  year  and  12  years    . . 

„       12  years  and  40    „ 

„      40        „         50    „        .. 

„      50        „        over 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Total . . 

1 

1 

5 

.. 

Deaths  under  1 
Measles 

Heads  of  Ca\ 

ises. 

1 
I 

5 

7 

Dig 

Diarrhoea    . . 

Dysentery  .. 
Pneumonia  and  bronchit 
Enteric        ,  ^ 

•  •                 •  • 

is.  < 

Other  causes 

•  • 

Total 

•  •          •  • 

•  *            • 

•  • 
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Monthly  Report. 

Burgher  Camp,  Pietershurg, 
:31st  May,  1901. 

General. — From  1st  to  12th  May  the  refugees  were  fed  and  attended  to 
by  the  Military  Authorities  through  Captain  Bolton,  Assistant  Provost  Marshal, 
and  they  were  housed  in  the  town  pending  the  arrival  of  t^nts.  There  were 
243  men,  361  women,  and  509  children  on  the  ration  list  when  I  arrived  and 
took  charge ;  many  were  sick  with  fever,  brought  on  by  privations  in  low 
country.  The  sanitary  work  of  the  town  was  immediately  attended  to  and 
carried  on  regularly. 

On  receipt  of  tents  the  camp  was  instituted,  and  the  people  removed  fiom 
town  as  tents  were  available. 

The  camp  now  consists  of  300  bell  tents  and  3  E.P.  tents — one  as  hospital, 
one  as  store  tent,  and  one  as  office,  25  marquees  are  on  hand.  Many  families 
have  been  living  in  their  wagons,  and  about  300  persons  are  still  housed  in 
town  pending  the  arrival  of  additional  tents. 

Climate. — The  climate  is  very  bracing  and  suits  healthy  people,  but  it  is 
rather  too  severe  for  those  people  who  have  come  from  the  low  country, 
weakened  by  malarial  fever  and  privations. 

Water  Sitpphj. — There  is  a  stream  of  running  water,  distant  about  700 
yards  from  camp.  The  water  is  plentiful,  pure,  and  uncontaminated.  The 
only  difficulty  in  this  matter  is  that  the  water  has  to  be  carried  by  wagons 
loaded  with  tubs.  This  mode  is  slow  and  difficult,  and  many  people  have  to 
bring  water  from  the  river  in  buckets.  The  Royal  Engineers  have  supplied 
two  1,000  gaUon  tanks  and  a  pump.  The  latter  is  used  for  filling  the  tubs  on 
the  wagons  that  carry  the  water. 

Fuel. — The  fuel  supply  is  very  bad.  The  Army  Service  Corps  have 
kindly  issued  some  wood  for  the  camp,  but  their  supply  is  extremely  short. 
Arrangements  are  in  progress  ty  send  a  number  of  Burgher  wagons  under 
escort  to  fetx^h  a  supply  of  wood  for  camp  use.  The  coal  issued  is  a  great  help, 
but  some  wood  is  always  necessary  to  light  fires. 

Sanitarij. — The  Royal  Engineers  supplied  material  and  assistance  for 
putting  sufficient  latrines,  and  these  are  kept  clean  and  disinfected  every  day. 
It  is  difficult  to  get  many  of  these  people  who  have  lived  all  their  lives  on 
farms  to  avail  themselves  of  these  conveniences.  All  refuse  and  dirt  is  carted 
away  by  wagon. 

Food  Supphj. — The  food  supply  has  been  good.  The  meat  supplied  is  in 
good  condition,  and  the  animals  killed  are  quite  healthy.  The  flour  has  been 
of  good  quality,  excepting  a  few  bags  which  had  been  damaged. 

HospitaL — Those  who  have  been  in  hospital  have  soon  recovered  under 
the  matron's  care,  and  many  who  do  not  come  to  hospital  are  supplied  with 
soup  and  other  necessary  delicacies  in  their  tents.  The  supply  of  fresh  milk  is 
very  meagi'e,  on  account  of  the  bad  pasturage  and  the  extreme  cold  during 
the  night. 

Church  Services. — Since  this  camp  has  been  inaugurated,  services  have 
been  held  under  a  large  wagon  sail  stretched  over  top  of  tented  wagons.  These 
services  were  conducted  by  a  Mr.  H.  J.  W.  Pienaar. 

At  present,  there  is  no  clergyman  either  in  this  camp  or  in  Pietersburg, 
but  I  understand  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kriel  will  shortly  return  to  his  duties  in 
Pietersburg. 

Mr.  H.  J.  W.  Pienaar,  who  conducts  services  in  camp,  is  a  Divinity 
student,  but  is  not  an  ordained  Minister  of  the  Gospel.  His  services  are  very 
largely  attended,  and  he  seems  to  be  a  great  favourite  in  camp.  I  would 
recommend  that  Mr.  Pienaar  be  appointed  Chaplain  to  the  camp.  The 
religious  ceremonies  of  baptism  and  marriage  could  l>e  performed  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Kriel,  and  Mr.  Pienaar  could  perform  all  the  other  duties  of 
the  Chaplain,  but  he,  not  being  an  ordained  minister,  is  not  licensed  for 
these  two  purposes. 

A  very  large  tent  has  since  been  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
services,  and  suits  the  requirements  very  \vell  for  the  ])resent. 
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Issue  of  Stares. — Most  families  come  in'  without  sufficient  clothing, 
bedding,  or  cooking  utensils.  Blankets  and  pots  are  supplied  in  most  urgent 
cases,  but  there  is  no  clothing  to  be  had  in  rletersburg.  Soap  is  also  served 
out  once  a  week,  as  it  is  most  necessary,  and  cannot  be  bought  here. 

.  J  jS^^i^-^-rThere  are  2,306  cattle  in  camp,  also  i2^465  sheep,  (J39  donkeys, 
^nd  65  horses  and  mules.  .  These  vare  kept  in  akraalall  night,  and  they  graze 
mothe.  vioinity  all  day  in  charge  of  a  cattle  guard  formed  of  young  .men  who 
have  taken  the  oath  of  neutrality. 

Police. — Twenty  men  are  engaged  as  police  to  keep  order  in  camp  and 
guard  the  entrance  against  intruders. 

/  .  CoUmved  ^wr^Aer^.i— Commandant  Conrad  Buys,  withlO  wsigon»>  47jmen, 
56  women,  and  55  children  came  in,  and  they.ai'e  located  near  the  main 
camp  in  their  wagons,  and  are  receiving  second  class  rations  pending 
instructions. 

Census. — The  census  is  being  written  up,  and  in  this  connection  I  must 
inform  you  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  out  from  the  burghers  whom  they 
surrendered  to  and  when.  They  are  also  quite  ignorant  as  to  the  numbei'S 
of  their  farms.  Very  few  women  can  tell  on  whose  commando  their  husband 
was  or  is.     Our  information  on  these  points  is  therefore  very  unreliable. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  for  the  month  was  seven,  including  one 
man,  one  woman,  and  five  children;  The  doctor's  report  on  the  health  of  the- 
oamp,  Ac,  is  annexed  hereto. 

Military  Auilionties. — Thanks  are  due  to  the  military  authorities  here. 
They  have  cheerfully  rendered  every  assistance  they -possibly  could  vin  the 
interest  of  this  camp. 

Staff. — The  members  of  the  staff  have  all  done  their  work  loyally,  and 
have  worked  without  murmur  at  all  hours. 

(Signed)         J.   E.  Tuckejr, 

Superintendent. 


Medical  Report  of  the  Burgher  Camps,  Pjetersburg. 

Climate. — The  climate  is  good,  but  the  present  cold  weather  considerably 
affects  those  coming  from  the  warmer  low  country,  resulting  in  slight  attacks 
of  bronchial  catarrh. 

Health  of  Camp.— Th^  health  of  the  camp  has  been  good,  so  far  as  local 
conditions  are  concerned,  the  prevailing  cause  of  the  illness  recorded  below 
being  due  to  malaria,  the  bulk  of  the  people  coming  out  of  malarious 
districts,  and  being  subject  to  considemble  privations  of  food  and  clothing, 
had  a  return  of  fever  on  admission.  There  is  also  a  prevalence  of  diarrhoea 
due  to  the  same  cause. 

Sanitaiy. — Latrines  in  good  condition  and  in  sufficient  numbers,  with  a 
pi^operly  equipped  removal  gang.  The  camp  refuse  is  also  regularly 
removed. 

Water  Supply. — Is  good  and  of  sufficient  quantity,  and  drawn  from  a 
source  away  from  contamination  by  camp  or  otherwise. 

(Signed)        Daniel  Henderson, 
6th  June,  1901,  Pieter^burg.  Medical  Officer. 
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Statistical  Betuun    for   Burgher   Camp,    Heidelburg,    for   Month    ending 

31st  May,  1901. 


In  Camp,  Ist  May,  1901 .  • 
„         3l8t  May,  1901 

Increase 


Sick  in  Camp. 

Week  ending  10th  May,  1901 
„  17th  May,  1901 
„  24th  May,  1901 
.,       31st  May,  1901 


Deaths. 

Under  1  month    . «         .  # 
Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„        1  year  and  12  years 
„      12  years  and  40    „ 
^      40         „      5D    „ 


50 


over 


Total, 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


277 

327 

482 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

14 

10 

4 

11 

8 

3 

10 

18 

9 

12 

11 



— 

3 
8 

3       A 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

4 

1 

4 

9 

Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea     .  • 

Dysentery   • . 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

Enteric 

Diphtheria 


■  •  •  • 


f 
th' 


Other  causes 


Total 


0 

1 
6 
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Monthly  Report  for  Heidelburg  Camp. 


The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps,  Pretoria.  Burgher  Camp^  Heidelbxuy^ 

Dear  Sir,  5th  June,  1901. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  43  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  I  beg  to  hand  you 
report  on  this  camp  as  follows  : — 

Food  Supply  and  Quality. — The  meat  supply  drawn  from]  the  Army 
Service  Corps  twice  each  week  is  of  excellent  quality.     The  flour  is  of  good 

Juality  all  round,  especially   the  Cascadi  Brand,  got  fi-om  'Dunn  and  Co., 
)urbeji,  and  the  same  may  he  said  of  the  last  consignment  of  sugar  and 
coffee. 

On  the  whole  I  can  class  the  quality  of  the  food  as  good,  and  the  people 
express  themselves  as  being  well  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  the  provisions 
served  out  to  them. 

Climate. — The  climate  of  Heidelburg  is  excellent,  though  it  has  been 
very  cold  the  last  few  weeks  owing  to  the  inset  of  winter. 

(71)25)  K2  n  J 

Digitized  by  VjjOOQIC 


Hospital, — Tliijs  contiuues  to  work  well.  The  accommodation  has  been 
added  to  as  required.     Marquee  Hospital  pattern  tents  are  used. 

The  staff  consists  of  a  chemist,  who  dispenses  all  prescriptions,  one  duly 
qualified  matron,  assisted  by  a  trained  nurse,  and  four  probationei-s. 

Sickness  in  camp  has  somewhat  abated.  Enteric  is  becoming  less  com- 
mon, but  bronchitis  and  allied  ailments  is  on  the  increase.  This  is  to  be 
expected  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

The  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Dodds,  has  been  laid  up,  but  his  place  was 
supplied  by  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  througli  the  kind  assistance  of 
the  Principal  Medical  Officer  here. 

^  Camp  Generally. — As  the  refugees  have  been  flocking  in  from  all  parts, 
it  has  been  forcibly  brought  to  my  notice  that  the  site  now  in  occupation  is 
not  large  enough  for  a  camp  for  the  Ileidelburg  District.  The  site  originally 
chosen  is  now  full  up,  consecjuently  the  Medical  Officer  has  prohibited  the 
erection  of  any  more  tents  there. 

With  a  view,  therefore,  towards  increasing  the  area  of  the  camp,  and  in 
anticipation  of  a  large  influx  of  refiigees  from  diflferent  parts,  I  interviewed 
fTie  Commandant  of  Heidelburg  and  obtained  his  consent  to  obtaining  a  piece 
of  ground  capable  of  accommodating  an  unlimited  number  of  people,  within 
500  yards  of  the  present  camp.  A  number  of  tents  are  being  removed  from 
the  old  camp,  parts  of  which  are  overcrowded,  and  the  lower  portion  will  be 
taken  away  altogether  to  the  new  site.  I  am  now  busy  getting  a  bridge 
built  of  poplars,  &c.,  and  stone  across  a  deep  sluit,  thus  connecting  the  two 
camps,  and  am  also  erecting  latrines  and  making  other  necessaiy  preparations. 
There  are  already  1 20  people  living  on  the  new  site,  and  I  hope  everything 
will  be  in  order  in  a  few  days. 

Religious  Sei^vicea, — The  Rev.  Theron,  Dutch  minister,  is  here,  and 
conducts  services  regularly  every  day. 

The  Wesleyan  minister  of  Heidelburg  also  holds  services  every  Sunday 
afternoon. 

Regular  classes  are  held  by  various  elders  of  the  church  for  preparing 
candidates  for  confirmation. 

Two  large  marquees  are  set  aside  for  the  use  of  religious  gatherings — 
Sunday  school,  christenings,  &c. 

Sanitary  condition  of  Camp, — This  I  have  nothing  to  complain  about. 
The  latrines  and  urinals  are  well  looked  after  by  a  staff  of  men  appointed  at 
the  Upper  camp.  Wagon  camp,  and  New  camp,  and  throughout  the  camp 
tubs  are  placed  in  which  slops  are  deposited,  these  being  emptied  at  regular 
intervals. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  the  sanitary  contractor,  whereby 
latrine  buckets  are  emptied  every  night.  These  are  also  kept  well  disinfected 
with  a  plentiful  supply  of  chloride  of  lime. 

As  I  am  doing  away  with  tent  inspectors  at  the  end  of  the  month,  tome 
other  arrangement  will  have  to  be  come  to,  of  which  I  will  inform  the 
Department  later  on. 

(Signed)        E.  R.  Harvey, 

Acting  Superintendent. 
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Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Vereenigin^',  for  Month 

ending  31st  May,  1901. 


Men. 

Women.      ' 

1 

Children. 

In  Camp  1st  May,  1901 .. 

81st  May,  1901            

Increase        

175 
177 

2 

212 
241 

29 

47 

Sick  in  Camp, 

Week  ending  10th  May,  1901 

17th  May,  1901 

„       24th  May,  1901 

3l8t  May,  1901 

4 

r> 

o 

1 

2 
2 
2 
2 

19 
19 
10 

1^ 

Deatlts. 

Under  1  month     . . 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

,,        1  year  and  12  years 

„      12        „       40     „        

„      40        „       50     „        

„      50         „       over 

3 

1 
4 

Total 

3 

1 

— 

5 

Deaths  tmder  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 
Diarrhoea     . . 
Dysentery  .  •         .  •  • 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis. 
Enteric        . .  . . 

Other  causes 


2 
4 


Total 


Monthly  Report. 

Burgher  Camp,  Vereeniging, 
3rd  June,  1901. 

I  BEG  to  report  for  the  month  of  May  as  follows : — 

Quality  of  food.— The  coffee  is  not  very  good,  and  I  have  indented  for 
bean  coffee  so  as  to  serve  bean  coffee  one  week,  and  the  ground  another  week. 

Flour. — ^This  has  been  very  good. 

Climate  and  effects.— The  weather  has  been  very  cold  and  dusty,  and  the 
ioHtv  of  nftonle  in  camn  are  sufferincr  from  colds.     They  feel  the  cold  very 


majority  of  people  in  camp  are  suffering  from  colds, 
much  in  the  tents. 

Transport.— On  the  7th,  the  South  African  Constabulary  took  four 
wagons  and  oxen  and  loaders  and  drivers  for  same,  for  which  they  pay 
10^.  per  diem. 

On  the  22nd  May  they  took  two  spans  of  trek  gear.  Thijso  wagons, 
oxen,  and  trek  gear  have  not  yet  been  returned.  The  A.D.C.  tells  mo  they 
will  be  returned  this  week. 

I  have  now  only  24  oxen  to  do  the  work  of  carting  for  the  camp. 
I  require  at  least  four  wagons  to  do  the  work. 

The  water  alone  takes  one  span  of  oxen  and  three  are  required  for  wood, 
coal,  grain  to  be  ground  at  ooal  mine,  goods  to  be  carried  from  station,  &c. 
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Water  Tank  Boiler. — This  has  beeu  completed  some  time,  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  boil  water  yet,  as  I  am  short  of  transport  for  carrying  water. 

Stool  Destructor. — This  is  completed,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  used,  owing 
to  scarcity  of  native  labour.  I  Jxope  to  get  natives  from  Johannesburg,  who 
are  used  to  sanitary  work. 

Hospital. — This  consists  of  a  number  of  marquee  tents  well  equipped 
with  all  requirements.  The  nursing  staff  consists  of  a  thoroughly  qualifaed 
Matron,  assisted  by  four  probationers.  The  Medical  Officer  is  in  daily  attend- 
ance, and  has  technical  charge  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  health  of  the 
camp.  A  dispensary  is  attached  to  the  hospital,  and  is  under  the  charge  of  a 
qualified  dispensing  chemist. 

Education. — The  school  was  started  on  the  16th  May  by  two  refugee 
girls,  and  there  are  now  two  marquees  in  use  as  schoolrooms. 

There  are  about  100  children  in  school ;  and  more  wish  to  come  as  soon 
as  there  is  accommodation  for  them. 

Mr.  Evans  arrived  here  on  the  26th  May  to  take  charge  of  the  school. 

Religious  Services. — Until  tho  chaplain  arrives  there  is  no  qualified 
minister  of  religion  here.  The  Dutch  Reformed  minister  from  Johannesburg 
makes  periodical  visits  to  celebrate  baptisms  and  marriages,  and  to  hold 
confirmation  classes. 

There  are  several  eldens  of  the  Dutch  Church  who  hold  services  regularly 
in  marquees  specially  set  aside  for  that  purpose.  A  large  schoolroom  is  being 
erected.  When  this  is  complete  permission  will  be  given  to  the  people  to 
hold  services  in  it  on  Sundays  or  week  evenings. 

Births. — There  have  been  six  births  during  the  month,  as  shown  on 
enclosed  sheet. 

Natives. — There  are  about  2,000  natives  just  outside  the  town,  mostly 
women  and  children.     The  men  having  been  sent  away  to  work. 

I  can  get  some  mealies  for  about  XI  a  bag,  from  some  of  the  burghers 
who  have  been  allowed  to  reap  at  Meyerton.  This  will  enable  me  to  feed 
these  people  until  other  arrangements  are  made. 

Tne  people  here  are  fairly  content.  The  majority  are  fairly  well  to  do 
people,  who  can  afford  to  buy  clothing  for  themselves.  The  allotment  made 
to  this  camp  from  the-  Burgher  Relief  Fund  has  been  applied  to  assisting  the 
poor  and  needy  members  of  the  camp. 

Poynton's  shop  is  well  patronised  whenever  he  gets  a  consignment  of 
goods,  but  owing  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  railway  facilities,  his  supplies 
often  run  out. 

(Signed)        Burton  Tuckeb. 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Vereeniging, 
1st  June,  1901. 

The  Superintendent,  Burqheb  Camp,  Vereeniging. 

Sib, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  to  you  in  regard  to  the  health 
of  your  Boer  refugee  camp  for  the  month  of  May,  1901. 

1.  Sanita/?*y  condition  oj  the  Camp. — I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that 
this  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  The  latrines  are  in  good  position,  and  are  in 
a  cleanly  condition,  and  the  camp  generally  is  tidy  ana  well  kept. 

2.  Health  of  the  Inhabitants. — Had  it  not  been  for  the  epidemic  of  enteric 
fever,  which  is  still  present  in  the  camp,  and  in  which  during  this  past  month 
we  have  noticed  a  slight  recrudescence,  the  health  of  the  people  would  have 
been  fairly  good.     There  have,  of  course,  been  a  considerable  number  of  mild 
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ailments,  *' coughs,  colds,  diarrhoea,"  &c.,  but  I  have  only  required  to  admit 
15  cases  to  hospital  for  treatment.     The  diseases  of  these  were  as  follows  : — 


Enteric  fever  . . 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 


11 

1 
3 

15 


--  Total  admitted  hospital         . .  ^ 

We  have  had  mther  a  larger  number  of  deaths  than  usual,  tVe.,  eight  in 
number. 

General  Remark3.'--lihe  food  supply  has  been  of  good  quality,  with  the 
exception t^  some  of  the, sugar,  which  was  not  good.  •  >.    ,       . 

I  have,  &c.,  ' 

(Signed)        Allan  Stuart  Boyd,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer. 


Statistical  JiETUHN  ^for,  Burgher- Cai^p,  Potchefetv.ooai^  for  Mo^jtUc^ftcUd- 

Sist  May,  1901. 


1 

VVom^ij.    ,  .       Children,  . 

Itt  Camp,  Ist  May,  1 901.  •.        ...... 

„       31»t  May,  1901          ....  *      •. 

Increase 

.  322       . 
365 

43 

;     1^55          I..    A,W.  ...i 
1,388              .     4,44C 

1 

83          j            293 

Sick  in  Camp. 

Week  ended  10th  May,  1901 

„        „     17th  May,  1901 

„        „     24th  May,  1901 

„     3l8t  May,  1901 

3 
3 
5 
2 

80                        29 
17                        84 
22                      104 
12                       241 

Death. 

Under  1  month 

Between    1  month  and  1  year 

„        1  year  and  12  years  ,. 

„      12year8and40     „ 

.,      40        „        50     „ 

„      50        )r       over  -     ..... 

5 

1. 

3      - 
2 

-J... 

• 

3 
29 

Total 

6 

6           ,               32 

Deaths^undef^Heoid  of  Causesi 


Measles  • . 

Diarrhoea         .. 

Dysentery       . . 
PneumQnia  and  bronchitis 
t  ..Enteric.  ..      ...  ,     .^^  ;    - 

Other  causes  •  ♦ 


Total 


7 

.  5     ■ 

12.  r.., 

10„ 

10 

44 
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The  General  Siperixtexdext,  Burgher  Camps  Departmext,  Pretoria. 

Baryher  Camp,  Potchefstroom, 
5th  June,  1901. 

I  BEG  to  report  for  the  mouth  of  May,  as  follows  : — 

The  work  of  this  camp  has  proceeded  smoothly,  except  that  considerable 
inconvenience  was  experienced  owing  to  the  shortness  of  supplies  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  month.  The  difficulty  was  overcome  by  borrowing  from 
local  firms,  which  obliged  us  willingly ;  supplies  were  not  long  delay ^,  and 
the  stuff  loaned  was  soon  returned.  The  quality  of  the  food  stuflfe  has  been 
all  that  could  be  desired,  and  I  have  now  a  plentiful  supply  to  last  till  the 
next  consignments  come  to  hand. 

Meat  Stipph/.—  This  has  Ijeen  satisfactory  ;  the  stock  is  drawn  from  the 
droves  of  captured  sheep,  and  is  not  in  very  good  condition.  The  pasturage 
has  become  very  dry  and  scanty,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and 
grass  fires  have  denuded  thousands  of  acres  of  all  food  for  sheep  and  goats. 
In  addition  to  this  circumstance,  the  animals  have  been  driven  long  distances, 
and  been  kept  close  penned  at  nights  to  prevent  them  from  straying  beyond 
the  picket  lines  and  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  It  is  in  consequence 
of  these  facts  that  the  meat  is  unusually  poor.  To  make  up  for  the  deficiency 
in  quality,  an  additional  allowance  has  been  made  in  issuing  to  the  refugees. 

New  Arrivals, — The  families  brought  in  are  generally  in  great  need  of 
clothing  and  bedding,  and  have  the  appearance  of  having  undergone  great 
privations.  Many  have  come  in  suffering  from  measles  and  other  complaints, 
whilst  others  are  so  debilitated  that  they  are  disposed  to  take  measles, 
influenza,  or  bronchitis.  Eveiy  effort  is  made  to  assist  these  people  by 
distributing  blankets,  flannelette  and  warm  underclothing  to  the  women  and 
children. 

Burgher  lielief  Fund. — The  amount  allotted  to  this  camp  has  been  expended 
in  distributing  warm  materials  for  clothing,  boots,  Ac,  to  the  more  needy 
members.  In  addition  to  this,  large  quantities  of  clothing  of  all  descriptions 
have  been  received  from  the  Ladies  Committee  in  Cape  Colony,  and  distri- 
buted where  most  needed.  The  Netherlands  Bystands  Fonds,  administered 
by  a  Committee  under  tlie  leadership  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Holland,  has  also  contributed 
liberally  towards  supplying  the  pressing  needs  of  the  people  in  the  way  of 
blankets,  clothing,  and  boots. 

Religions  Services. — The  Rev.  Murray,  of  Ventersdorp,  conducts  service 
every  Sunday  afternoon,  and  ministers  to  the  wants  of  the  people  in  all 
spiritual  matters. 

School. — ^Tbe  Educational  Department  has  started  a  free  school  in  camp, 
which  is  highly  appreciated  by  the  parents  of  the  children,  and  is  well 
attended. 

Hospital, — This  consists  of  a  number  of  marquees  well  equipped  with  the 
usual  fittings,  beds,  &c.  A  well  trained  and  qualified  lady  is  Matron,  and 
has  another  nurse  to  assist  her,  besides  a  large  staff  of  probationer.  A 
dispensaiy  is  connected  with  the  hospital,  and  is  served  by  two  qualified 
doctors. 

Fuel. — The  supply  of  coal  has  been  suflicient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
camp,  when  combined  with  the  wood  which  it  has  been  possible  to  collect  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Parties  of  Burghers  have  been  sent  out  under  protection 
of  an  armed  escort  to  cut  wood  ;  by  this  means  about  20  wagon  loads  per  week 
have  been  obtained. 

Gardens. — Employipent  h^s  been  found  for  a  good  many  men  in  ploughing 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  growing  barley.  Potatoes  and  other  vegetables 
have  also  been  planted,  but  the  crops  have  been  disappointing.  The  potatoes 
became  diseased  on  account  of  the  rain  which  soaked  the  soil  soon  after  the 
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seed  was  planted,  and  kept  it  soaked  for  many  days.     Some  of  the  potatoes 
have  been  sold  on  the  Potchefstroom  market  for  £3  12^.  6rf.  per  bag. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        J.  Swart, 

Superintendent. 


The  Soperintendent,  Burgher  Camp. 


Potchefstroom^  5th  June,  1901. 


I  HAVE  to  report  that  the  health  amongst  the  Boer  refiigee  women  and 
children  during  the  p:ist  month  has  been  anything  but  satisfactory,  and  the 
mortality  amongst  children  has  been  very  great.  This  has  been  due  to  a 
very  severe  epidemic  of  measles,  accompanied  with  chest  complaints  caused 
by  extreme  cold  winds  from  the  south,  together  with  exposure  to  cold  by 
tent  living.  The  epidemic  is  now  at  about  its  height,  and  I  am  hoping  that 
in  less  than  a  fortnight  the  worst  will  be  over.  Influenza  is  also  very  prevalent, 
almost  every  grown  up  person  suffering  from  that  complaint.  There  have 
been,  comparatively  speaking,  few  cases  of  enteric  fever  during  the  month, 
which  shows  a  marked  decrease  in  the  disease. 


I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        Thos.  J. 


Dixon, 
Medical  OflScer. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Krugersdorp,  for  Month  ended 

31st  May,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1  st  May,  1901 

„      3l8t  May,  1901 

Increase       

824 
328 

94 

381 
551 

170 

473 
652 

179 

Sick  in  Camp, 

Week  ended  lOlh  May,  1901 

„          „     17lh  May,  1901 

„          „    24th  May,  1901 

„          „    31st  May,  1901 

— 

— 

2 
2 

4 

Deaths, 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

,»      12        „        40      „ 

»      40        „        50      „ 

,,      50        „        over          

— 

1 

1 

Total 

— 

2 

/ 


(5  9-; 'J) 


Deaths  under  Heads  of  Catises, 

Meas'es 

Diarrhoea     •  • 

Dysentery  . .  . .  . . 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

Enteric        

Other  causes 


Total 
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Report  for  Month  of  May,  1901. 

Burglier  Camp,  Ki*ugersdo^p^ 
June,  1901. 

New  Comers. — The  number  of  refugees  in  this  camp  on  the  Slsfc  May  was 
1,'531,  comprising  328  men,  551  women,  and  652  children.  This  gives  an 
increase  for  the  month  of  452  persons.  Columns  operating  to  the  westward 
of  Krugersdorp  brought  in  most  of  these.  Several  men  were  returned  from 
Ladysmith  and  Green  Point  detention  camps. 

The  condition  of  the  femilies  lately  brought  in  is  deplorable,  as  they  are 
very  short  of  clothing,  and  have  very  little  bedding.  Everything  possible  was 
done  to  make  them  comfortable,  and  as  soon  us  goods  arrive  from  Poynton's 
Store,  clothing  will  be  distributed  to  those  urgently  needing  same. 

Food  Supply. — This  has  been  very  good,  and  no  complaints  have  been 
made  except  in  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  meat,  which  is  very  poor.  The 
stock  supplied  having  been  driven  a  long  way,  and  the  pasturage  about  here 
being  very  scanty,  it  follows  that  good  palatable  meat  is  a  luxury  haixily 
obtamable. 

Water. — This  is  excellent.  The  springs  continue  to  supply  abundance  of 
water  for  all  pm'poses.  Bath  and  washhouses  are  being  arranged  for,  and  will 
add  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  inmates  when  complete. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  has  been  fitted  up,  but  fortunately  patients  have 
not  been  numerous.  The  Medical  Officer  and  Matron  attend  to  all  minor 
ailments  in  the  tents. 

Church. — Those  wishing  to  attend  religious  observances  in  town  are  granted 
permits  to  leave  the  camp  and  go  to  church. 

A  School  has  been  started  by  the  Educational  Department,  and  is  well 
attended. 

(Signed)        P.  Tomlixson, 

Superintendent. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,   Middelburg,    for   Month  ending 

31st  May,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1st  May,  1901 

„       3l8t  May,  1901          

Increase       

494 
1,498 

1,004 

1,182 
2,138 

95G 

1,449 
3,001 

1,552 

Hick  in  Camp. 

Week  ending  10th  May,  1901 

„         „      17th  May,  1901 

„         „      24thMay,  1901 

„         „     Slat  May,  1901 

56 
61 
50 
88 

80 
110 
167 
185 

«9 
146 
182 
153 

Under  1  month    ..         ..         .•        .. 
Between  1  month  and  1  year '  . .      '  .  < 

„        1  year  and  12  years    . . 

„      12  years  and  40    „        

„      40        „        60    „  .     .. 

„      50        „        over          

- 

1 

1 

1 
4 

5 

7 

15 

Total 

5 

5 

2^^ 
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Deaths  under  Heads  of  Catises. 

Measles        ..          , ,          ..  .•  . ,  2 

Diarrheea     . .         .            . .  . .  .  •  12 

Dysentery  • .          , .          . .  .  •  . .  2 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  •  . .  . .  9 

Enteric         . .          . .          •  •  .  •  .  •  — 

Other  causes           • .          • .  •  •  •  •  12 

Total        ..         ..  ..  ..  37 


Keport  for  Month  of  May, 


Burgher  Camp,  Midddhurg, 
7th  June,  1901, 
I  BEG  to  submit  the  following  report  on  this  camp  : — 

Census. — The  number  of  inmates  on  the  31st  May  was  6,637,  comprising 
1,498  men,  2,138  women,  and  3,001  children,  showing  an  increase  of  3,512 
since  the  beginning  of  the  month.  This  large  increase  was  occasioned  by  the 
operations  of  various  columns  operating  in  various  directions,  which  brought 
in  hundreds  of  families  at  frequent  intervals.  In  consequence  of  this,  ac- 
commodation was  often  insuflScient,  as  tents  could  not  be  obtained  at  short 
notice,  provisions  ran  out,  and  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  supplying 
rations  to  the  rapidly  increasing  camp.  The  members  of  families  in  numerous 
instances  arrived  in  the  greatest  destitution,  being  possessed  of  little  beyond 
the  worn  garments  they  had  on.  This  circumstance  added  to  their  hardships, 
as  the  surplus  stock  of  cooking  utensils,  blankets,  &c.,  was  soon  exhausted, 
and  fresh  supplies  were  unobtainable,  except  after  considerable  delay.  Many 
were  in  an  exhausted  condition  owing  to  repeated  attacks  of  malaria  con- 
tracted in  the  low  country.  Every  effort  was  made  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  these  people,  and  by  degrees  they  were  comfortably  settled.  The 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  men  is  partly  due  to  heavy  drafts  of  men 
returned  from  Ladysmith  and  Cape  Town  detention  camps,  being  voluntary 
sunenders. 

Food  Supply. — As  already  explained,  the  rush  of  new  arrivals  soon 
exhausted  the  stock  of  provisions,  and  great  anxiety  was  occasioned  on  this 
head.  The  Army  Service  Corps  and  merchants  in  Middelburg  were  able  to 
come  to  the  rescue,  and  lend  supplies  until  fresh  consignments  arrived.  The 
quality  of  the  flour  issued  was  excellent,  but  the  coffee  was  not  so  good. 
Ground  coffee  quickly  deteriorates,  and  it  is  considered  by  many  old  Boers 
preferable  to  have  the  raw  coffee  bean  issued.  As  these  people  are  accus- 
tomed to  roasting  their  own  coffee,  I  have  decided  to  requisition  for  raw  coffee 
in  future. 

The  meat  issued  has  been  derived  partly  from  captured  stock,  and  partly 
from  the  local  butcher.  The  quality  of  this  has  been  foirly  good,  as  the 
pasturage  is  still  moderately  plentiful,  and  the  stock  captured  is  in  good 
condition. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  excellent,  and  is  obtained  from  ten  wells,  six  of 
which  were  sunk  during  the  month.  Every  well  provided  with  a  pump  is 
properly  covered  in,  and  no  one  allowed  to  come  near  the  pump  with  dirty 
Diickets  to  wash  out.  The  water  is  carried  from  pump  by  means  of  a  launder, 
10  feet  long,  made  out  of  old  corrugated  iron,  and  utensils  are  filled  at  the 
end  of  this  launder.  Some  wells  unprovided  with  pumps  are  worked  with 
buckets,  a  most  unsatisfactory  method,  as  clear  water  cannot  be  obtained  in 
this  way.  The  wells  have  to  remain  open,  and  there  is  the  clanger  of  the 
water  becoming  contaminated.  Four  pumps  have  been  ordered  for  these 
wells,  and  will  enable  me  to  remedy  this. 

Fuel. — The  supply  of  coal  was  msufficient  for  the  increased  demands  of  the 
camp&  Cattle  droppings  were  largely  utilised  for  fuel,  a  substitute  for  coal 
weH  understood  by  all  owellers  of  the  open  plains  of  South  Africa.     In  order 
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to  ensure  a  good  supply  of  coal  in  futui^e,  aiTangements  have  been  made  to 
get  it  from  the  Belfast  collieries,  if  railway  trucks  are  available. 

Firewood  in  these  parts  is  very  scarce.  A  small  quality  for  kindling 
purposes  has  been  indented  for  from  Pretoria. 

Sanitary  Arrangements, — The  bucket  system  is  carried  out  regularly, 
and  gives  satisfaction.  Owing  to  the  large  increase  of  the  population,  and  in 
the  absence  of  additional  pails,  more  primitive  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  meet  the  case  until  additional  sanitary  plant  arrives. 

Hospital. — This  consists  of  a  number  of  large  tents  fitted  with  the  usual 
conveniences.  A  matron,  assisted  by  two  other  properly  qualified  nurses,  is  in 
charge.  There  are  10  probationers  also.  The  dispensary  is  served  by  two 
qualified  chemists.  The  Medical  Officer  of  the  camp  is  assisted  by  two  other 
duly  qualified  doctors. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  increase  the  number  of  nurses  to  meet 
the  demand  occasioned  by  so  many  fresh  arrivals. 

Religious  Services. — The  Rev.  Mare,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
assisted  by  a  number  of  deacons  holds  service  every  Sunday.  Four  large 
marquees  are  set  aside  for  this  purpose. 

School. — The  Educational  Department  has  opened  a  free  school,  which  is 
doing  good  work. 

Poynton's  Store. — Has  been  open  for  some  time,  and  does  a  great  trade  in 
clothing,  boots,  blankets,  and  groceries,  as  long  as  the  stock  lasts.  The 
pressure  on  the  railway  makes  it  impossible  to  arrange  for  regular  replenish- 
ment of  stocks.  In  consequence  it  often  happens  that  there  is  nothing  to  sell 
in  the  shop. 

Free  Issue  of  blankets  ^.nd  clothing  has  been  made  in  considerable 
quantity  to  destitute  families. 

The  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  is  attached. 

(Signed)        E.  R.  Gabdnee, 

Superintendent. 


Medical  Report  foe  May,  1901. 


Burgher  Camp,  Middlehurg, 
6th  June,  1901. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  dispensary,  i.e.,  "out-patients,"  this 
month  has  been  very  large,  varying  from  30  to  60  a  day,  and  on  several 
occasions  reaching  80.  Besides  these  a  large  number  are  daily  visited  in  their 
tents,  bringing  the  number  seen  and  prescribed  for  daily  up  to  about  150  to 
200  ;  I  have  no  doubt  often  more. 

In  the  marquee  hospital  we  have  had  during  the  month  about  150  "  in- 
patients," with  two  deaths.  The  ailments  for  which  assistance  has  been 
sought  have  been  as  follows  (in  this  order)  : — 

Diarrhoea. — Principally  among  children  ;  this  is  due  entiiely  to  the  rough 
and  often  careless  feeding  of  young  children,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
a  consta!it  supply  of  milk. 

In  most  cases  women,  owing  to  the  hardships  they  have  had  to  endure, 
are  forced  to  wean  their  children  too  early,  and  condensed  milk  is  obtainable 
in  far  too  small  a  quantity  and  too  irregularly  to  meet  absolute  necessities. 

Coughs,  Bronchitis,  Catarrhs,  &c. — Due  to  the  sudden  onset  of  the  cold 
weather,  the  crowding  in  tents,  which  become  stuffy  and  hot  by  day  and 
cold  at  night.  Not  the  least  important  is  the  great  need  of  fatty  food,  such 
as  butter,  among  the  refugees,  most  of  whom  would  buy  it  if  it  were  available. 

Ancemia,  Ainenorrhcea,  Debility,  &c,,  form  a  considerable  percentage  of 
those  attending  as  out-patients.  Want  of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  of 
incentives  for  such,  and  of  outside  interests,  will  account  for  most  of  these 
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Purulent  Ophthalmia  was  very  common  earlier  in  the  month,  but  is 
decreasing  with  the  disappearance  of  the  flies,  which  carried  the  infection  so 
largely, 

Rhcfiimatism,  Tonsillitis^  and  allied  conditions  were  fairly  common  amongst 
the  older  members  and  amongst  the  poorly  clad. 

Jaundice  was  also  common  amongst  the  poorly  clad  and  thin. 

Injluenza  broke  out  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  and  has  attacked  a 
number  of  people,  being  responsible  for  the  death  of  a  few  from  syncope, 
bronchitis,  &c. 

Malaria  has  this  month  somewhat  diminished  with  the  disappearance  of 
the  mosquitoes.  A  great  number  of  cases  have  occurred  with  every 
importation  of  fresh  cases  of  malaria  in  fresh  arrivals. 

Debility  amongst  the  senile^  Indigestion  amongst  those  of  all  ages,. 
Eczema,  &c.,  amongst  the  children,  a  few  cases  of  burns  and  scalds,  ulcers  of 
legs,  together  with  quite  a  few  chronic  disease?,  such  as  phthisis,  Bright's 
disease,  bronchitis,  and  such  like,  severely  affected  by  the  necessity  of  braving 
the  cold  weather  in  tents,  has  swelled  the  numbers  attending  the  dispensary 
daily  or  attended  in  their  tents. 

Epidemics. — S?arlet  fever,  imported  at  one  time,  has,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
only  affected  very  few,  and  died  out  during  the  month. 

Measles y  however,  increased,  and  took  a  hold  amongst  both  children  and 
adults ;  this  was  caused  by  the  close  packing  and  the  impossibility  at  the 
stage  at  which  it  arrived  (as  regards  the  extent  of  the  camp)  of  isolating  the 
cases  as  they  occurred.  It  has  been  responsible  for  a  good  number  of  deaths 
in  one  way  and  another  during  the  montli. 

Whooping  Cov.gh  exists  in  a  few  cases,  but  has  never  assumed  epidemic 
form. 


Deaths. 

During  the  month  of  May  the  number  of  deaths  increased  from  something 
quite  small  to  37  : — 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Diarrhoea    ..          .,  12 

Bronchitis,  whooping  cough,  &c.   . .  . .  ^   . 

Heart  disease,  syncope,  &c.            . .  , .  3- 

Bright's  disease       . .          . .          . .  . .  3 

Marasmus    • .          . .          . .          . .  . .  2 

Senile  Decay           . .          . .          . ,  , .  -j 

Premature  birth     .  •          . .          . .  . .  2 

and  1  case  each  from  tuberculosis,  strangulated    hernia,  malaria,  and   con- 
vulsions, bring  the  total  up  to  37. 

Two  cases  occurred  during  the  month  where  the  case  was  not  seen  during 
life  ;  in  both  of  these  no  assistance  was  sought  during  life,  the  people  refusinrj 
to  see  a  doctor  or  nurse. 

The  age  statistics  are  as  fellows  : — 


Number  of  deaths  occurring  under — 
1  month 


from     I      „       to  1  year 
„       1  year  to  12  years 
„     12  years  to  40  years 
I,     40        „        50      „ 
i      50       ,,    and  over 


5 
7 
11 
3 
7 
4 
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As  regards  a  general  report  on  your  camp,  I  may  say  that  I  think  the  site 
chosen  cannot  be  improved  upon.  It  is  high,  and  the  breeze  keeps  the  camp 
fresh  and  well  ventilated,  while  what  rain  falls  runs  off  and  does  not  stand 
among  the  tents.  I  attribute  the  comparatively  small  number  of  infectious 
diseases  occurring  in  your  camp  and  the  rapid  way  in  which  scarlet  fever 
disappeared  principally  to  the  situation  of  the  camp  and  this  free  ventilation 
of  it. 

The  di  inking  water  is  obtained  from  wells,  some  of  which  were  emptied 
and  cleaned  out  early  in  the  occupation,  and  others  which  have  since  been 
sunk  to  meet  the  increasing  demands;  into  none  of  these  wells,  owing  to 
your  camp  ari-angements,  is  surface  drainage  possible.  As  a  result 
of  the  careful  arrangements  I  consider  no  case  of  enteric  fever  has  to  my 
knowledge  originated  in  your  camp  as  yet,  and  the  few  cases  imported  by  new 
comers  have  disappeared  before  isolation  and  skilled  nursing. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  camp  is  thoroughly  good  ;  tents  are  pitched  well 
apart,  and  the  refuse  moved  regularly,  so  that  the  camp  is  kept  in  such  a  state 
as  to  reflect  the  greatest  credit  upon  the  system  and  machinery  which  you 
have  introduced. 

In  concluding  this,  my  first  medical  report,  upon  the  health  of  your  camp, 
I  should  not  feel  satisfied  to  have  done  my  duty  were  I  not  to  ask  you 
earnestly  to  consider  the  following  suggestions,  which  I  am  convinced  would 
prevent  much  sickness  and  tend  to  relieve  those  who  are  sick,  in  tlie  future  : — 

1.  That  a  matron,  who  has  had  hospital  training,  and,  if  possible,  able  to 

speak  Dutch,  should  be  provided  for  every  l,nOO  refugees.  Without 
this  provision,  and  the  probationers  under  her,  who  can  be  obtained 
in  camp,  it  is  impossible  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  sick.  We 
have  at  present  three  matrons  for  nearlj-  8,000  refugees,  and  one  of 
these,  Sister  Miriam,  has  been  laid  up  for  the  past  two  weeks,  broken 
down  with  overwork  in  trying  to  do  her  best  to  meet  the  pressing 
demands  made  upon  her,  leaving  only  two  to  carry  on  the  work. 

2.  That  it  should  always  be  possible  for  the  refugees  to  purchase  at  the 

store  in  camp  what  milk  (condensed),  butter,  and  warm  clothing,  they 
require.  The  supply  of  milk  is  most  meagre  and  most  irregular,  and 
butter  is  obtainable  in  the  very  smallest  quantities,  at  very  long 
intervals.  The  warm  clothing  is  a  most  pressing  need  in  your  camp, 
And  throws  a  great  number  of  sick  upon  my  hands,  who  return  to 
their  tents  only  to  be  sick  again  for  want  of  proper  clothing. 

3.  That,  with  winter  now  upon  us,  some  better  shelter  than  tents  should  be 

provided  for  use  as  a  hospital.  Galvanised  iron  sheds,  wood  lined, 
would  meet  this  difficulty  if  you  could  obtain  the  material. 

If  this  cannot  be  obtained,  and  in  this  exposed  situation,  we  must  look 
forward  to  a  largely  increased  mortality  from  pneumonia  amongst  the  elderly, 
and  amongst  all,  cases  of  measles,  influenza,  and  febrile  conditions  which 
occm*  in  your  camp. 

(Signed)        H.  A.  Spencer, 

Medical  Officer. 
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Statistical  Keiurn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Volksrusfc,  for  Month  euding 

31st  May,  1901. 


Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea     .  •  •  • 

Dysentery  .  • 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

Enteric 

Other  causes  . .  . 


4 
2 
3 

7 
14 




Men.                 Women. 

1 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1st  May,  1901             

„         3ist  May,  1901           

Increase 

4:>2 
G02 

150 

1,459 
2,000 

541 

16G7 
2,208 

541 

Sick  in  Catnp. 

Week  ending  10th  May,  1901  \   In  Hospital  / 
„        17th  May,  1901/        only.        \ 

.  „        „       24th  May,  1901 

3l8t  May,  1901    ..         .. 

11 

6 

31 

30 

25 
13 
95 
97 

80 

25 

137 

88 

Deaths. 

Under  1  month     .  •         •  •         •  •         . .         • . 
Between    1  month  and  1  year  . .         . .         •  •' 

„          1  year  and  12  yeare 

„        12  years  and  40    „      .. 

»        40        „        50     „ 

50        „        over        

1 
1 

8 

2 

5 

18 

Total 

2 

3 

25 

Total 
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Report  for  May, 

Burgher  Camj^y  Volkrudy 

7th  June,  1901. 

I  BEG  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  month  of  May,  1901  : — 

The  total  number  of  inmates  in  this  camp  on  the  31st  May,  1901,  was 
4,810,  comprising  602  men,  2,000  women,  and  2,208  children,  showing  an 
increase  of  1,232  for  the  month. 

Of  these  about  700  came  from  De  Jager's  Drift,  where  a  temporary  camp 
had  been  formed  to  collect  families  brought  in  by  various  columns  operating 
in  the  surrounding  country. 

Sixty-seven  men  from  Ladvsmith  and  Cape  Town  detention  camps  were 
pennitted  to  return  and  join  their  families  in  this  camp. 

Food  Supply. — The  flour  and  other  groceries  have  been  of  excellent  quality, 
but  the  meat  has  been  very  poor  owing  to  the  low  condition  of  the  stock  at 
this  time  of  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — ^This  is  derived  from  wells  lately  sunk,  but  the  supply  is 
hardlv  suflScient,  and  is  the  cause  of  much  anxiety.  As  the  winter  advances 
it  is  leared  the  springs  will  become  weaker,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  spend 
considerable  sums  in  augmenting  the  supply  by  digging  more  wells  and 
deepening  the  existing  ones. 

Climate. — Owing  to  the  altitude  of  the  place,  and  the  unprotected  nature 
of  the  situation,  the  cold  is  intense  at  night,  and  when  a  breeze  is  blowing 
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the  days  arc  also  very  keen.  Ag^d  persons  and  young  children  as  well  as 
those  not  in  perfect  health  suner  considerably  from  this  cause,  while  to 
those  in  good  health  the  bracing  atmosphere  is  beneficial,  and  produces  no 
ill  effects. 

Ftid. — Coal  is  supplied  in  sufficient  quantity,  but  the  quality  is  not 
always  good.  It  requires  wood  to  kindle  a  fire  properly  and  to  cause  the  coal 
to  ignite  thoroughly.  The  scarcity  of  wood  in  these  parts  is  thus  a  serious 
drawback,  and  the  want  of  it  is  sorely  felt  by  the  inmates  of  the  camp. 

Sanitation. — ^The  camp  is  kept  clean  by  a  party  of  men  employed  from 
amongst  the  men  in  camp.  The  refuse  is  carried  away  on  wagons  and 
deposited  well  away  from  camp.  The  nightsoil  is  removed  regularly — ^the 
pail  system  having  been  established — ^ana  great  attention  is  paid  to  this 
important  matter. 

Health. — I  regret  that  enteric  fever  still  prevails,'  and  dysentery  is 
prevalent.  Diarrhoea  and  bronchitis  amongst  children  are  also  the  principal 
causes  of  illness. 

I  attach  the  Medical  Officer's  Report. 

Hospital, — The  building  used  for  this  purpose  is  a  commodious  building 
in  the  town  of  Volksrust.  The  Medical  Officer  is  in  charge,  assisted  by  an 
experienced  matron  in  the  person  of  Sister  Bartman,  who  is  fully  qualified. 
A  large  staff  of  probationers  is  employed  under  the  matron.  A  dispenser, 
holding  certificates  of  competency  as  a  dispensing  chemist,  is  in  charge  of  the 
drug  department. 

Burgher  Kelief  Fund. — ^An  allowance  from  this  fund  has  been  expended 
in  providing  clothing  to  destitute  families,  and  large  numbers  of  blankets  have 
also  been  issued. 

lieligious  Services  are  conducted  by  two  clergymen  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  resident  in  Volksrust,  who  are  attentive  to  the  requirements  of  the 
burghers  and  their  families  in  regard  to  spiritual  matters. 

School. — A  day  school  has  been  opened  free  by  the  Education  Department, 
and  is  largely  attended  by  children  and  young  persons,  who  display  great 
eagerness  in  their  lessons. 

Poynton  Bros,  have  opened  a  shop  in  camp,  in  accordance  with  their 
agreement  with  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  clothing  and 
additional  groceries  to  the  inmates  of  the  camp  who  have  the  means  of  buying. 
The  Superintendent  is  able,  by  means  of  this  shop,  to  supply  needy  families 
with  clothing  at  the  expense  of  the  Department. 

(Signed)        J.  J.  Carter, 

Superintendent. 


The  Superintendent,  Burgher  Camp,  Volksrust. 

Re  Circular  43. 

Burgher  Camp^  Volksiust. 
Sir,  Gth  June,  1901. 

Since  my  arrival  at  your  camp  on  the  15th  May  up  to  the  31st  ultimo, 
I  beg  to  inform  you  that  we  have  had  54  cases  of  enteric  fever  (including  the 
cases  in  hospital  on  the  15th  ultimo);  44  cases  of  dysentery,  and  17  cases  of 
malaria. 

During  this  period  diarrhoea  has  been  prevalent,  especially  among  children. 
Slight  cases  of  bronchitis  and  coughs  have  also  been  numerous. 

There  have  been  six  deaths  firom  enteric  fever. 

Enteric  fever  cases  are  removed  at  once  to  the  hospital,  but  in  spite  of  all 
precautions  I  fear  that  this  disease  will  prove,  at  least  for  some  time,  endemic 
in  the  camp. 

I  he  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  I  attribute  to  the  dietary  and  to  the  reck- 
lessness of  the  parents  in  allowing  their  children  to  eat  anything  that  they 
may  fancy. 
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The  bronchitis  is  attributable  to  the  coldness  of  the  weather,  especially  to 
the  frost  at  night. 

Considering  the  size  of  the  camp,  the  conditions  of  camp  life,  and  the 
severity  of  the  weather,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  general  health  is  good. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  is  satisfactory. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        Ricqabd  Hamilton, 

Medical  Officer. 

P.S. — On  the  present  date  there  are  48  white  cases  and  one  Kaffir 
(servant  of  the  hospital)  in  hospital. 


Burgher  Camps  Department, 

New  Law  Cmirts,  Pretoria, 
SiB,  14th  June,  1901. 

The  Chairman  Pretoria  Government  Belief  Committee. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  above  Committee 
on  3rd  June,  requesting  us  to  prepare  a  short  report  on  the  working  of  the 
Grovemment  relief  since  1st  May,  we  have  the  honour  to  submit  the 
accompanying  report. 

Yours,  Ac, 
(Signed)        Fred.  Lance, 

T.  G.  Ligertwood, 

Members  of  the  Committee. 


I 


Pretoria  Government  Relief  Committee  Keport  for  Month  ended 

31st  May,  1901. 

On  1st  May,  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Military  Governor^ 
as  published  in  Gazette  Notice  No,  56  of  1901  (copy  attached,  marked  A), 
the  management  of  the  Pretoria  Relief  Committee  was  vested  in  the  hands  of 
the  foUowmg  Committee  : — 

Mr.  W.  K.  Tucker  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Fred.  Lance,*  \ Members 
Mr.  W.  M.  Brown,  J^^"^^^"^- 
Mr.  T.  G.  Ligertwood  (Secretary). 

The  Ladies'  Committee  remaining  as  before. 

Prior  to  1  st  May  it  had  been  the  custom  to  distribute  rations  to  all  who 
were  on  the  relief  hsts,  irrespective  of  their  circumstances,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  ladies  of  the  Committee,  who  dealt  with  the  standing 
population,  and  of  the  Staif  Officer  dealing  with  refugees. 

On  the  new  Committee  taking  over  the  distribution  of  relief,  the  indigent 
population  was  as  follows : — 

Refiigees,  employes  of  the  Town  Council,  and  poor  inhabitants  of  Pretoria, 
numbering  in  all  t3,069  adults  (over  12  years),  2,363  children. 

The  instructions  given  in  the  aforementioned  notice  set  up  a  dividing  line 
between  those  who  were  allowed  to  remain  in  Pretoria  and  those  who  were 
destined  for  a  burgher  camp.  Many  of  the  latter  class  elected  to  support 
themselves,  in  preference  to  going  to  a  burgher  camp. 

The  work  of  removing  those  not  entitled  to  remain  was  greatly  checked 
by  the  want  of  tent  accommodation  ;  and,  though  the  Staff  Officer  for  refugees 
did  eftect  the  removal  of  a  certain  number,  many  who  are  destined  for  the 
burgher  camps  are  still  in  Pretoria. 

About  400  refugees  were  brought  in  during  April  from  Pietersburg,  and 
lodged  in  a  temporary  camp  near  Pretoria-Pietersburg  Station,  ana  this 
camp  has  been  used  since  then  as  a  rest  camp  for  persons  en  route  for  burgher 
camps. 

For  the  Pretoria  population  proper  all  applicants  for  relief  were 
required  to  fill  in  an  application  form  as  per  copy  attached  (marked  B).  This 
form  was   then   duly  considered   by   the   Secretary,  who   referred  aoubtful 
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applications  to  the  Committee,  and  relief  was  given  in  atjccjrdance  with .  a 
standard  scale  (copy  attached,  marked  C).         . 

Thiiee  inspectors  have  been  appointed,  whose  duties  are  to  mai^e  fort  her 
and  more  searching  inquiries  into  all  cases. 

Reports  are  submitted  for  the  information  of  the  Committee  at  their 
weekly  meetings. 

The  Scale  C  works  out  for  indigent  persons  at  66*.  per  week  for  adults  and 
38,  per  week  for  chil4ren,  the  relief  being  given  in  the  form  of  tokens,  con- 
vertible into  food  stuffs  at  the  Relief  Stc»res.  It  will  also  be  seep,  by 
reference  to  the  Scale  C,  that  every  encouragement  is  given  w  those  willing 
to  work,  as,  although  deductions  are  made  in  relief  accorded  in  proportion  to 
their  earnings,  still  the  position  of  the  working  man  is  better  than  that  of  the 
unenaployed. 

The  purchasing  power  of  the  tokens  reckoned  on  a  basis  of  6^.  and  3^.  per 
week  respectively,  places  the  recipient  in  a  somewhat  better  position  than 
under  the  old  ration  system. 

On  the  12th  May,  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Ligertwood,  resigued  his  j^ppoinfr- 
ment,  his  services  being  urgently  required  by  the  Educational  Department, 
and  Mr.  Souter  was  appointed  in  his  place.  At  a  later  date,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Military  (jrovemor,  Mr.  Ligertwood  became  a  member- of  the 
Committee. 

The  Relief  Store  was  opened  on  loth  May,  and  the  token  system  came 
into  force  on  that  date,  and  has  proved  highly  satisfactory. 

A  greater  variety  of  articles  is  kept  in  this  store  than  was  possible  under 
the  ration  system,  including  such  as  are  usually  considered  as  Medical  com- 
forts, and  the  recipients  can  make  their  purchases  at  times  to  suit  their  own 
convenience,  the  store  being  open  daily  from  8  a.nu  to  1  p.m.,  and  from  2  p.m. 
to  4  p.m. 

The  Government  Free  Dispensary  is  now  open  daily  at  stated  times  for 
dispensing  medicines  and  stimulants,  the  latter  being  given  only  on  the 
certificates  of  the  District  Surgeon  and  certain  doctors  employed  by  the 
Nederlands  Relief  Fund. 

The  number  in  receipt  of  relief  as  per  return  for  week  ending  8th  June 
is  as  follows: — Men,  742  ;  women,  1,562;  children,  2,101  ;  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  for  relief  purposes  all  children  over  12  years  count  as  either  men 
or  women. 

The  cost  of  rations  issued  for  relief,  including  the         £ 
Rest  Camp  and  emergency  rations  during  the 
month  under  review,  was  . .  .*.  . .      1,392 

The  nominal  value  of  tokens  taken  in  the  Relief 
Store  in  exchange  for  goods  during  the  period 
15th  to  31st  May,  was ..      2,514 

The  actual  cost  of  the  goods  to  the  Government 

was         • 2,111 


Making  a  total  cost  for  the  month  of         . .      3,503 

This  result  shows  that  the  relief  distributed  to  the  people  is  made  to 
cost  less  than  the  nominal  value  by  the  fact  that  the  Government  supply  the 
goods  from  the  coast,  and  import  free  of  duty,  and  at  favourable  rates  for 
railway  carriage. 

Thus,  while  the  Committee  fix  the  scale  of  relief  at  G^.  per  week  per  adult 
person,  the  actual  cost  of  such  relief  is  about  the  same  as  the  cost  of  the 
i-ations  which  were  issued  under  the  fixed  scale  formerly  worked  upon^ 

The  present  staff  consists  of  22  white  employees  at  a  monthly  ccwt  of 
17 Si. — and  eight  Kaffirs  at  a  cost  of  19Z.  per  month.  Considerable  redtietions 
Jiave  been  effected  in  the  weekly  wages  sheets  since  80th  April. 

(Signed)        Feederick  LA^x•E, 

Executive  Member  of 
Government  Relief  Committee. 

T.    G.    LlGEKTWOOD, 

Member  of 
Pretoria,  14th  June,,  1901..  Governmeint  Relief  Committee*  . 
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Government  Notice,  No.  56  of  1901. 

Government^Relief,  Pretoina. 

In  order  to  secure  unifoirihity  of  sjrsbem,  on  and  after  Ist  May-j  1901,  the 
following  rules  and  regulations  regarding  the  distribution  of  Government  relief 
will  come  into  force. 

All  Government  notices  relating  to  relief  will  be  cancelled. 

The  Government  Relief  Committee  will  be  composed  as  under  : — 

Mr.  Tucker,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Lance,  1  n^^     i. 
Mr.  Brown,P«'^^«^- 
Mr.  Ligertwood,  Secretary. 

The  Honorary  Committee  of  ladies  remains  as  heretofore. 

A  relief  store  will  be  established  in  Pretoria ;  the  issue  of  rations  will  be 
discontinued ;  relief  will  be  obtainable  by  means  of  tickets  issued  by  the 
Committee  only,  which  will  be  convertible  into  foodstuffs  at  the  relief 
store. 

No  relief  from  Government  sources  will  be  given  except  through  the 
Committee. 

All  refugees  and  indigents  in  receipt  of  Government  relief  will  be  sent  to 
the  Burgher  refugee  camps,  except :  — 

(a.)  Owners  of  property  in  Pretoria  residing  in  their  own  houses. 
(b.j  Sick  or  invalids  certified  as  such  by  the  district  surgeon, 
(c.)  Those  now  employed  under  the  Town  Board  on  municipal  work. 
(cL)  British  and  foreign  refugees. 

Wages  for  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Relief  Committee  will  be  at 
the  rate  of  from  1^.  Gd.  to  Ss.  6d.  per  diem. 

Refugees  and  indigents  in  receipt  of  such  wages  will  be  permitted  to 
purchase  tickets  enabling  them  to  deal  at  the  Relief  Store  ;  their  families  will 
be  on  the  same  basis  as  regards  relief,  according  to  circumstances,  as  other 
families  permitted  to  remain  in  Pretoria. 

Any  pei-son  refusing  to  work  for  wages,  or  for  persistent  idleness  at  work, 
will  be  removed  with  their  family  to  a  refugee  camp. 

Refugees  holding  accepted  Government  requisition  receipts  in  respect  of 
stock  or  produce  to  a  value  of  more  than  lOOL  who  require  temporary  relief 
will  be  required  to  deposit  such  original  receipts  (and  will  obtain  a  written 
acknowledgment  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Relief  Committee)  for  safe  custody, 
and  the  value  will  eventually  be  debited  against  these  receipts. 

Any  refugee  obtaining  Government  relief  without  disclosing  his  receipts 
against  Government  as  set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  terms,  will  be  liable  to 
forfeiture  of  any  claim  against  Government  in  respect  of  these  receipts. 

All  recommendations  or  applications  for  relief  will  be  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Relief  Committee  at  the  Palace  of  Justice. 

Such  applications  and  recommendations  must  be  made  on  the  approved 
form,  which  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Secretary. 

The  Committee  will  always  be  glad  of  any  gratuitous  assistance,  and  will 
be  grateful  when  deserving  cases  are  brought  to  their  notice. 

Medical  assistance  is  obtainable  by  refugees  at  the  Government  Free 
Dispensary. 

J.  G.  Maxwell,  Major-General, 
Pretoria,  22nd  April,  1901.  Military  Governor. 
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B. 


GOTERNMENT  ReLIEF   CQ|IM1TTEE,    PRETORIA 
GOUVERNEMBNTS   OnDERSTEUNINGS   CoMIT^,    PRETORIA 

Application  for  Relie£ 
Aanzoek  om  Ondersteuning. 


1.  Name  in  full 

1.  Voile  naam 

2.  Nationality 

2.  Nationcditeit 

3.  Address 

3.  Woonplaats 

4.  Occupation 

4.  Bei^oep 

5.  Former  address  (if  not  resident 

in  Pretoria  prior  to  October, 
1899)   

5.  Vroegere    woonplaats    {indien 

geen  inwonei^  van  Pretoria 
v66r  October  1%^^) .     .     .     . 

6.  Married  or  single 

6.  Gehuwd  of  ongelmivd    .     .     . 

7.  Children.  —  State    name   and 

age  of  each  child     .... 
7.  Kindei^en.  —  Geef  naam    en 
ouderdom  van  ieder  kind 


8.  If  a  married  woman,  state 
whereabouts  of  husband  and 
his  nationality 

8.  Indien   een  getroawde  v^roiiw,  \ 

geef  op  waar  echtgenoot  zich  \ 
hevinden  en  zijn  naiiomditeit  J 

9.  If  any  relatives  or  other  persons  ^ 

are  dependent  on  you,  give 
name,  age  and  relationship  . 

.9.  Indien     eenige     familie     of 
andere  personea  afhankelijk  \ 
van  u  zxjn^  geef  dan  de  naam, 
ouderdom,  en  familie  betrek- 
king  daarvan  op     .     .     ,     .^ 

10.  Have  you  been  receiving  relief?^ 
If  so,  from  what  date  ?     .     .  | 

10.  Hebt  gij  al  ondersteuning  out- 
vangen  ?  Indien  zoo  sedet^t 
wanneer  ? j 
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11. 


IL 


12. 


12. 


13. 


13. 


14. 


14. 


15. 


15. 


U. 


16. 


17. 


17. 


18. 


18. 


19. 


^ 


Ai'e  you  the  owner  of  the' 
house  you  occupy  ?  If  not, 
what  rent  do  you  pay  ?  .  . 
Zijt  gij  de  eigenaar  van  het 
door  u  bewoonde  huts  ?  Zoo 
niet,  hoeveel  huur  hetcuxlt  gij  ?  ^ 

Are  you  and  your  family  the  ~ 
only  occupants  of  the  house  ? 

-2yV  gij  en  uwe  familie  de 
eenige  hewoners  van  het  huisf  ^ 

How  many  rooms  are  in  the"' 
house? 

Hoeveel  kamers  zijn  er  in  het 
huis? 

Do  you  own  any  other  pro- 
perty ?  If  so,  give  full  par- 
ticulars      

Bezit  gij  eenig  ander  eigen-- 
dom  ?  Indien  zco^  geef  alle 
btfzanderheden 

Do  you  hold  any  Government 
receipts  for  goods  or  live 
stock  requisitioned  by  the 
military  authorities  ?  If  so, 
give  particulars 

Hebt  gij  in  uw  bezit  eenige 
ontvangsthemjzen  van  het 
Gouvemcment  voor  goederen 
of  levende  have  gecomman- 
dered  door  de  militaire 
autoi*iteiten  f  Indien  zoo 
geef  op  de  bijzonderhedm  ?  .^ 

Have  you  disposed  of  any  such 
receipts  ?     If  so,  to  whom  ?  . 

Hebt  gij  eenige  zulke  ontvangst- 
betvijzen  aan  anderen  over-  j 
gedaan  f     Indien  zoOy  aan 
tvien  ? J 

Are  you  or  any  of  your  family"^ 
in  emploj  ment  ?    Gi  ve  name, 
where  employed,  and  wages 
earned  weekly 

Hebt  gij  of  eenige  van  uwe 
familie  bezigheden  ?  Geef  op 
naam^  waar  geemploijeerd^ 
en  wdk  Solaris  daamiSe 
wekeliiks  wordt  verdiend  ?    .^ 

Are  you  or  any  of  your  family' 
in  receipt  of  money  from  any 
other  sources?     If  so,  how 
much  ? 

Ontvangst  gij  of  eenige  anderen 
van  uwe  familie  gdden, 
voortkomende  uit  andere 
bronnenf  Ivdien  zoo.hoeveelf 
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I  hereby  declare  that  the  particulars  and  answers  to  auestions  abovo  set 
forth  are  true  and  correct  in  all  details,  and  I  undertake  to  immediately 
notify  the  Secretary  of  the  Relief  Committee  of  any  change  in  my  present 
circumstances. 


Ik  verklaar  hierhij  dat  de  hijzondei^heden  en  antworden  op  de  vragen 
hierhoven  gedaan,  loaar  en  naauwkeurig  zijn,  en  alien  deele,  en  neem  verder 
aany  als  er  eenige  verandering  in  mijne  tegenwoordige  atwilandigheclen  magt 
komen^  hiervan  onmiddelijk  kennis  te  geven  aan  de  Secretaris  van  het 
Ondersteimingsfonds. 


As  Witness! 
Ah  OetuigeJ 

Dated  at  Pretoria  this 
Oedateerd  te  Pretoria  deze 


day  of 
dag  van 


1901. 
1901. 


Scale  op  Assessment — Families  eabnjng 

PER  Week. 

•    Eftrninga. 

98. 

15<. 

21«. 

25<. 

80«. 

35«. 

40«. 

Relief  to  wife  or  1  adiilt  dependent. 

With  1  child  under  12 

.,    2  children  under  12     •  • 

a    ^         »         »             •  •         • 

»     4            „           ,,                 •  • 

>i      6            „            „ 

• 
• 

» • 

s. 

6 
9 

12 
15 
18 
21 
24 

8.  '■ 

6 

9 
12 
15 
18 
21 
24 

9.    d. 

3    6 

6    6 

9    « 

12    6 

15    6 

18    6 

21    < 

«. 

3 

6 

9 

12 

15 

18 

* 

4. 

2 
4 
7 

10 
18 

».   d. 

2    6 
5     6 
8    6 

«.  d. 

1    & 
4    0 

Each  additional  adult  6s.  extra  per  week. 
Each  additional  child  Ss.  extra  per  week. 

In  qases  where  family  earns  nothing,  or  a  sum  below  95.,  the  relief  given 
is  68.  per  adult  per  week  and  3^.  per  child  per  week. 
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Reports  on  the  Boer  Eeftigee  Camps  at 

Bloemfontein. 


Akmy  Headquarters,  South  Africa, 

Pretoria,  lOth  July,  1901. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a  report  on  the  Boer  Refugee 

.Camps  at  Bloemfontein,  c^^lled  for, by  your  telegram,  No.  8145,  of  27th<  June, 

1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir,  '  ' 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


KITCHENER,  General, 
Commanding-in -Chief,  South  Africa. 


The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


No.  2266/01. 

Governrneiit  of  the  Ormige  River  Colony , 

Bloemfontein,  5th  July,  1901. 
Sir,      • 

With  further  reference  to  the  High  Commissioner's  telegram  of  the 
28th  ult.,  K.  5,712,  and  to  the  reply  thereto,  I  have  the  honour  to  forvrard, 
for  the  information  of  His  Excellency,  copies  of  reports  on  the  health  of  the 
Bloemfontein  Refugee  Camp,  and  on  the  condition  of  the  children  there. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  WILSON, 
Secretary  to  the  O.R.C  Administration. 
The  Acting  Imperial  Secretary, 
Johannesburg. 


C.S.O. 

At  the^req>ueat  of  the  0.0. C.  I  directed  Majon  Baird  to  make^a  sanitary 
.  inspection. of  the  refuffee  campvand  I. now  forward  for  the  G.O.C.'s  information 
the  attached  report  of  Major  Baird.-  i .        . . 

It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  urgently,  necessary  that  acjbive  steps  be  taken  to 
improve  the  sanitary  state  of  the  camp.  . 

(Signed)        R.  EXHAM, 

Col.  R.A.M.C.,  P.MX>. 

Bloemfontein,  18/4/190L 
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Sanitary  Inspection  Refugee  Camp^  17/4/1901. 

Present  population,  3,700.  These  are  accommodated  in  400  bell  tents, 
5  huts  with  100  rooms,  23  marquees,  also  in  Lumsden  tents,  shelters  and 
wagons. 

A  family  occupies  a  bell  tent,  a  room,  or  half  or  third  of  a  marquee 
according  to  the  number  in  family.  I  went  into  several  of  the  tents  and 
rooms,  the  largest  number  I  found  in  any  was  eight,  mostly  children.  The 
rooms  are  10  ft.  X  12  ft.  The  interiors  were  generally  clean.  The  tents  are 
nerer  let  down  to  air  the  soil. 

The  camp  generally  was  not  very  clean  or  well  kept.  The  Boer  is  dirty 
in  his  surroundings.  The  tents,  rooms,  Ac,  appeared  to  be  swept  out  daQy, 
the  sweepings,  with  added  refuse,  remained  outside  in  little  heaps  until  the 
cart  came  round  to  clean  up.  Two  carts,  I  was  informed,  are  constantly 
going  round  the  camp  for  this  purpose,  and  a  third  was  to  be  put  on 
to-morrow. 

The  rations  consist  of  |  lb.  meat,  f  lb.  meal,  milk,  coffee,  sugar,  and  salt 

Each  family  has  its  own  cooking  place,  which  was  fairly  clean.  1  lb. 
coal  and  f  ib.  wood  is  allowed  per  head  per  diem. 

The  water  supply  is  partly  from  the  Modder  River  source,  and  partly 
from  a  tube  well  on  the  open  ground  to  the  south  of  the  camp. 

The  medical  officer  in  charge  told  me  that  this  water  from  the  tube  well 
is  pure,  and  that  700  gallons  a  day  were  obtained  from  it,  also  that  300 
gallons  per  diem  of  the  Modder  River  water  was  boiled.  The  water  is  not 
altered. 

Latrines. — The  accommodation  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  sufficient,  but 
the  commandant  infoimed  me  that  more  were  being  added.  The  dongas 
around  are  also  employed  by  the  Boers  for  latnne  purposes,  and  I  also  noticed 
in  two  or  three  places  that  the  ground  between  the  tents  had  also  been  used 
for  this  purpose.     Disinfectants  are  not  used  sufficiently. 

At  11  a.m.  the  latrine  buckets  had  not  been  emptied  for  the  previous 
day  and  night,  and  remained  outside  the  latrines  in  the  hot  sun.  A  fearful 
stench  was  emitted  by  these,  I  had  to  keep  my  handkerchief  to  my  face,  and 
finish  the  inspection  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  commandant  said  that  this 
was  the  fault  of  the  Town  Council  in  not  removing  the  pjiils  regularly.  The 
interior  of  the  men  s  latrines  were  not  very  clean. 

The  refuse  pits  were  well  kept. 

The  hospital  accommodation  is  distinct,  ever3'thing  connected  with  this 
was  clean  and  well  kept. 

(Signed)        A.  BAIRD, 


Bloemfontein, 
17.4.01. 


Major  R.A.M.C. 


Refugee  Cdrnp,  Bloemfontein^ 

3rd  June,  1901. 
C/.S.R.C, 

O.RC. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  C.M.O.'s  report  on  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  camp,  as  I  am  making  some  notes  and  minutes  on  his  report.  I  have 
numbered  the  same  to  make  it  easier  for  reference. 

(1)  I  entirely  agree  with  the  M.O.'s  remarks  about  the  situation  of  the 
old  camp.  It  is  unhealthy,  and  very  bleak,  and  much  exposed  to  the  cold 
winds.  The  formation,  or  rather  the  malformation,  of  the  camp,  I  called 
attention  to  in  my  first  report  in  March  of  this  year. 

The  cleanliness  of  the  camp  is  a  source  of  great  anxiety  to  me,  and  I 
sincerely  endorse  the  M.O.'s  suggestion  contained  in  paragraph  10. 

It  IS  impossible  for  me  to  look  after  the  cleaning  of  the  camp,  except  in  a 
general  way,  owing  to  the  heavy  office  work  there  is  in  connection  Afith  the 
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camp.  Mr.  Wyburn  does  his  best,  but  cannot  be  in  half-a-dozen  places  at 
once.  The  whole  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  Dutchmen  in  this  camp  who 
occupy  the  positions  of  corporals  are,  with  two,  or  at  the  most  three, 
exceptions,  utterly  useless.  Give  me  a  dozen  N.C.O.'s  and  men  whom  I  can 
depend  on  to  carry  out  an  order,  and  the  camp  will  very  soon  be  clean.  It  is 
true  that  Dr.  Becker  arrived  at  rather  an  unfortunate  moment,  whep  the 
shifting  of  the  lower  part  of  the  oamp  to  a  new  site  is  still  in  progress,  I  have 
suspended  cleaning  operations  at  that  particular  spot  till  such  time  as  the  whole 
work  is  finished.  Dr.  Becker  informs  me  that  he  based  his  report  as  regards 
cleanliness  on  the  appearance  of. the  spot  alluded  to  in  the  preceding  sentence. 

(2)  I  cannot  altogether  agree  with  Dr.  Becker.  It  was  partially  to 
accommodate  the  increasing  number  of  refugees,  and  also  in  a  great  measure 
to  take  refugees  fi*om  the  unhealthiest  portion  of  the  old  camp,  that  it  was 
decided  upon  to  have  a  new  camp.  My  great  object  was  to  take  the  people  of 
the  lowerpart  of  the  camp  on  to  a  more  healthy  spot. 

(3)  Two  carts  are  used  in  the  new  and  three  in  the  old  camp  for  cleaning 
up.  I  propose  putting  another  one  on  to  the  old  camp.  As  regards  the  people 
using  tne  kopjes  and  surroundings  of  the  camp  as  latrines,  unless  European 
constables  are  put  on  to  this  work  no  good  results  will  accrue.  The  Dutchmen 
have  not  the  backbone  to  bring  offenders  to  justice.  I  asked  for  this  some  six 
weeks  or  two  months  ago.     More  latrines  are  being  erected. 

(4) — 1.  This  is  unavoidable  under  present  circumstances. 

2.  

3.  Blankets  have  been  indented  for  whenever  asked  for. 

4.  This  I  do  not  think  is  the  case,  as  my  average  comes  out  about 
six  or  perhaps  a  little  under.  If  there  is  any  excessive  crowding,  viz.  : — 
One  family  of  say  10  or  11,  I  will  give  them  another  tent,  pi^ovided 
Government  will  not  grumble  at  my  requisitioning  for  more  tents  as 
necessity  may  arise. 

5.  1  have  answered  this  in  paragraph  3,  at  the  same  time  I  am  of 
opinion  that  were  we  to  supply  each  mdividual  with  a  latrine  to  himself, 
the  nuisance  referred  to  in  paragraph  3  would  still  continue. 

6.  To  combat  this  tubs  would  have  to  be  provided  for  every  two 
tents,  and  a  large  slop  tank  would  also  have  to  be  procured  to  cart  away 
the  slops.  I  mentioned  this  to  the  authorities,  but  at  present  I  have  no 
tank,  no  tubs,  and  no  transport. 

7.  Bore  holes  are  being  sunk  in  three  different  places. 

8.  I  think  this  requires  no  remark  of  mine,  but  speaks  for  itself. 

(5)  I  have  written  you  on  this  subject  of  the  canvas  already,  blankets 
are  being  substituted. 

i6)  I  entirely  agree  with  Dr.  Becker  in  what  he  says  in  this  paragraph. 
7)  This  matter  I  have  asked  you   to   bring  before   His   Honour  the 
Deputy  Administrator,  but  I  have  not  heard  result  yet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  ARTHUR  HUME,  Captain, 
O.C.  Refugee  Camp, 

Bloemfontein. 


Refv^gee  Carryp,  Bloemfontein. 
June  1st,  1901. 
The  Superintendent,  Refiigee  Camp 

of  Bloemfontein. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour,  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Chief  Superintendent  of 
Refugee  Camps,  No.  2282,  to  submit  the  following  report : — 

(1.)  On  my  arrival  I  found  that  the  original  camp  was  divided;  that 
part  of  it  had  been  removed  to  a  spot  close  by,  or  practically  adherent.  This 
new  part   is   now   nearly   laid  out,  the  plan  well  done;  it  is  clean  so  far, 
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and  should  be  kept  so.  The  old  part  of  the  camp  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  so 
clean  as  it  might  be,  the  tents  are  not  pitched  in  proper  order,  and  there  is 
some  refuse  lying  about.  The  camp,  on  a  whole,  is  pitched  on  a  spot  not 
well  chosen.  It  is  unsheltered,  and  there  is  no  water  and  no  vegetation, 
points  which  militate  against  the  health  of  a  large  community  assembled,  and 
^ore  especially  v/hen  such  assembly  of  people  is  suddenly  brought  together. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  amount  of  disease  prevailing  in  this  camp  is  due 
not  so  much  to  its  situation  as  to  the  causes  to  be  presently  enumerated. 

(2.)  The  general  aspect  of  the  camp  strikes  me  as  having  been  started 
on  a  wrong  plan,  and  guided  too  much  by  economic  principles.  Since  a  new 
part  of  the  camp  has  been  laid  out,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  time  and 
care  were  not  exercised  in  selecting  only  those  families  who  could  show  a 
clean  bill  of  health  to  be  sent  over.  As  a  consequence,  this  part  of  the  camp 
will  also  soon  be  made  unhealthy  by  cases  in  the  incubation  stage  of  disease, 
such  as  measles  and  typhoid  fever,  developing  into  force  and  keeping  up  the 
prevailing  epidemics. 

(3.)  The  camp  refuse,  I  think,  is  not  as  quickly  removed  as  it  shoiild  be, 
owing,  probably,  to  the  lack  of  carts  for  that  purpose.  Human  excreta  are 
found  in  some  cases  in  the  camp  as  well  as  around  it.  This  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  cope  with,  unless  facilitated  by  special  police  for  the  purpose  and 
by  an  increase  of  latrines. 

(4.)  The.  diseases  prevailing  mostly  are  measles,  typhoid  fever,  diarrhoea 
and  dysentery,  some  cases  of  influenza,  abscess  of  one  or  both  ears, 
pneumonia,  and  some  other  minor  ones.  This  epidemic  of  measles  is  of  a 
very  fatal  type,  being  mostly  complicated  by  broncho  oi*  labur-pneumonia, 
abscess  of  the  ears  following  and  also  general  debility.  The  disease  likely  to 
follow  the  wake  of  this  measles  epidemic,  apart  from  the  complications 
mentioned,  are  croup  and  diphtheiia.  Two  severe  cases  of  croup  have  already 
occurred,  one  of  which  recovered  and  the  other  died.  I  fully  anticipate  a 
big  death  rate  this  coming  week  owing  to  the  excessively  cold  weather. 
Pneumonia  will  most  likely  head  the  list. 

(5.)  The  people  are,  I  think,  in  many  cases  to  blame  for  not  calling  in 
medical  aid  soon  enough  ;  by  purposely  concealing  disease  in  some  cases,  or 
by  disobeying  the  doctor's  instructions.  Probably  there  has  also  been  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  medical  officers  to  account  for  the  high  death  rate,  not 
wilfully,  but  of  necessity,  because  two  resident  medical  officers  cannot 
properly  attend  to  all  the  cases  of  disease  as  is  professionally  required  of 
them.  But  to  come  to  the  real  causes  of  disease  and  death  prevalent  in  this 
camp,  the  following  must  be  enumerated  : — 

(6.)  1.  The    indiscriminate    massing    together    of    people    of   all    sorts 

from  different  parts  of  this  C-olony  in  a  large  camp,  whereby,  no  doubt, 

contagion  is  bound  to  assert  itself. 

2.  Insufficient  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  cases. 

3.  Insufficient  housing  and  covering,  absence  of  warmth.  The  tents 
are  thus  not  giving  sufficient  warmth  to  people  who  have  been  suddenly 
removed  from  houses.  Some  of  the  tents  are  useless  as  a  covering.  In 
many  cases  also  the  supply  of  blankets  is  insufficient. 

4.  Overcrowding  m  many  tents. 

5.  Insufficient  latrine  accommodation. 

6.  Slops  thrown  about  the  tents. 

7.  Insufficient  supply  of  water  as  well  for  the  washing  of  clothes  as 
for  the  person. 

8.  Bad  nursing  on  the  pare  of  the  people  themselves,  cold,  want  of 
room  and  breathing  space. 

{).  Inrnfficieiit  food  supply,  I  think  half-a-poimd  of  meat  for  an 
adult  not  sufficient.  The  Boer  Afrikander  is  used  to  a  great  dejxl  more. 
Fresh  milk  and  vegetables  (even  though  compressed  or  preserved  in  tins) 
should  be  supplied  two  or  three  times  a  week.  Diarrhoea  is  very 
prevalent  amongst  adults  as  amongst  children,  and  is  in  many  cases  due 
to  the  food,  in  other  cases  undoubtedly  to  the  water.  Water  cannot  be 
kept  clean  in  tents  into  which  wind  and  dust  constantly  are  blown. 
The  quality  of  the  meat  supplied  to  the  camp  might  with  safety  be 
improved. 
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iO.  The  drinking  of  locally  made  hop  and  ft'ingei*  beers  is  a  great 

feeder  of  typhoid  and  diarrhoea.     The  sale  of  this  has  now  been  happily 

stopped. 

(7.)  The  amount  of  sickness  and  the  imniber  of  deaths  could  be  greatly 
diminished  by  improving  upon  the  above  causes,  also  by  increasing  the 
hospital  accommodation,  improving  the  hospital  wards  at  present  existing. 
These  wards  are  excessively  cold  and  draaghty.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
asked  to  have  these  lined  aad  ceiled  at  the  top,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  so 
far  nothing  has  been  done.  The  canvas  which  wms  granted  for  the  purpose, 
I  find  as  I  write  this  report,  is  not  to  be  supplied.  Most  of  the  nurses  have 
had  no  proper  training,  and  hence  nurshig  is  not  as  it  should  be.  This 
branch  ought  to  be  improved,  and  a  great  deal  of  good  will  bo  done  by  the 
appointment  of  another  medical  officer  (resident).  No  such  medical  officer 
should  have  more  than  1,000  to  1,200  people  to  take  charge  of.  At  present 
there  are  4,360  people  in  camp.  That  the  number  of  people  is  daily 
increasing  while  the  medical  staff  remains  the  same.  Although  my  colleague 
and  I  do  our  best  to  cope  with  all  the  sickness  in  camp,  we  cannot  manage  to 
do  justice  to  each  individual  case. 

(8.)  The  present  hospital  wards  should  have  })orches  added  at  each  end 
to  prevent  the  cold  draughts  through  them  whenever  the  doors  are  opened. 

(9.)  A  great  improvement  would  be  to  open  another  dispensary  in  the 
new  part  of  the  camp,  with  a  qualified  dispenser  and  assistant.  It  is  very 
far  in  the  cold  weather  for  women  or  children  to  walk  to  the  existing 
dispensary.  Great  delay  also  is  caused  in  procuring  the  medicine  prescribed 
by  the  medical  officer  on  his  rounds. 

(10.)  Want  of  order  or  discipline  prevails  amongst  the  subordinates  in 
camp  to  a  marked  degree.  This  should  be  improved  by  appointing  from  20 
to  25  trained  Europeans  with  allowances.  Soldiers  would  be  best  suited. 
By  having  such  men,  all  work  relating  to  sanitation,  and  other  work  in  the 
camp  could  be  expedited.  The  camp  would  be  kept  clean,  and  necessary 
order  prevail. 

(n.)  Lastly  1  would  like  to  mention,  although  this  comes  in  only 
indirectly  in  a  medical  report,  that  something  should  be  done  for  the  comfort 
of  the  hard-worked  staff,  especially  the  medical  officers  and  nurses.  At 
present  there  is  no  comfort.  • 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 
(Signed)        HENRY  A.  BECKER, 

M.O., 

Refugee  Camp. 

Bloemfontein. 


tl.C. 
3058 

2nd  Jvly,  1901. 
Doctor  Becker,  Refugee  Camp* 
Bloemfontein. 

The  General  Commanding  in  Chief  wires  as  follows  : — 

"Has  doctor  in  charge  Refugee  Camp,  Bloemfontein,  made  any  report 

on  state  of  children  there  stop  ?" 
Please  forward  me  to-day  a  full  report  on  the  health,  clothing,  education, 
recreation,  &c.,  of  children,  and  any  suggestions  for  improvements  that  you 
may  think  necessary.     Urgent. 

B,  0., 

for  Captain, 

Chief  Superintendent,  Refugee  Camps^ 

Orange  River  Colony. 


(7925)  N  2 

Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


96 

Refugee  Camp^  Bhemfontein, 
July  2nd,  1901. 
The  Chief  Supt.,  Eefugee  Camps, 

Bloemfontein. 
Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  memo,  No.  3058,  T  have  the  honour  herewith  to  furnish 
you  with  the  following  particulara : — There  are  two  schools  in  the  Camp,  one 
in  each  section.  The  one  in  the  old  section  has  300  children  on  the  register, 
with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  220.  For  this  school  six  teachers  are 
supplied.  They  advance  up  to  the  6th  standard.  The  school  in  the  new 
section  has  200  pupils,  three  teachers,  and  at  present  have  pupils  advanced  to 
the  4th  ^standard.  The  school-rooms  are  well  kept  and  are  healthy  and  well 
ventilated.  There  is  plenty  of  recreation,  and  sports  are  encouraged  amongst 
the  children.  There  is  still  a  great  deal  of  sickness,  but  as  this  is  graducdly 
decreasing,  we  may  hope  soon  to  eradicate  the  existing  epidemics. 

The  children  mostly  are  not  well  or  warmly  clad.  Clothing  is  being 
dealt  out ;  but  there  seems  a  want,  and  much  more  is  wanted,  aspecially  boys' 
clothing  and  material  for  shirts,  &c.  Boots  are  \evy  badly  wanted.  More 
fresh  milk  is  required,  and  vegetables  would  be  a  blessing  to  keep  the  children 
in  health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 
(Signed)        HENRY  A.  BECKER 
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The  Refugee  Camp  for  Whites,  Bloemfontein. 


High  Commissioner's  Office, 

Johannesburg, 

July  26th,  1901 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the 
undermentioned  document  on  the  subject  of  the  Bloemfontein  Eefugee 
Camp  (for  white  persons). 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        KITCHENER, 

High  Commissioner. 
The  Right  Honourable 

Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.R,  &c., 

Colonial  Ofl&ce. 


July  1st,  1901.     Report  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Orange  River  Colony. 


Government  Offices,  Bloemfontein, 

Orange  River  Colony, 

July  1st,  1901. 

Sir, 

In  accordance  with  instructions,  I  visited  on  the  7th  ultimo  the  Eefugee 
Camp  for  Whites,  Bloemfontein,  and  now  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you 
the  enclosed  report. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)    G.  PRATT  YULE,  M.D.,  D.Sc, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Orange  River  Colony. 
His  Honour  the  Deputy  Administrator, 

The  Government  of  the  Orange  River  Colony, 

Bloemfontein. 


The  Refugee  Camp,  situated  about  two  miles  to  the  north-west  of  the 
town  on  the  low  lying  hills  to  the  right  of  the  Spitz  Kop  Road,  is  in  two 
sections,  which  are  separated  by  the  ridge  of  a  hill,  the  distance  between  them 
amounting  to  about  500  yards. 

The  total  population  of  the  camp  is  4,704. 

I.— SECTION  A. 

This  is  the  original  camp,  but  the  increasing  number  of  refugees  neces- 
sitated the  formation  of  a  second  section  (B),  which  was  opened  May  12th, 
1901.  The  appearance  of  the  camp  is  straggling  owing  to  the  irregular 
disposition  of  the  tents,  entailed  by  the  inequalities  of  the  surface. 

L  Site  and  Aspect. 

This  division  of  the  camp  covers  the  hillside  from  the  base  to  neaily  the 
ummit,  but  even  the  lowest  tents  and  huts  are  pitched  on  a  considerable 
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ncline.     The  aspect  of  the  camp  xh  westerly,  commatiding  an  extensive  view 
of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  situation  and  aspect  of  the  camp  are  all  that  could  be  desired. 
There  is  no  restriction  to  the  free  circulation  of  air  currents,  and  the  elevation 
and  slope  of  the  ground  ensure  the  speedy  removal  of  both  the  surface  water 
and 'any  that  may  penetrate  the  supei-ficial  coil,  thus  rendering  the  site,  under 
ordinary  conditions,  dry  and  wholesome. 

2.  The  Galvanised-iron  Huts. 

The  huts  are  nine  in  number.  Of  these  five  have  been  erected  in  parallel 
lines  towards  the  lowest  and  most  westerly  part  of  the  encampment,  a  space 
of  20  yards  being  between  each  hut.  The  other  four  huts  are  placed  at  the 
southern  end  of  tlie  camp ;  three  of  these  are  occupied  by  typhoid  patients, 
and  the  other  is  used  as  ^  general  kitchen  for  the  typhoid  wards. 

The  huts,  which  are  raised  1  foot  above  the  ground  level,  are  constructed 
of  corrugated  iron,  the  floors  are  of  wood.  There  is  no  internal  lining  to 
either  wall  or  roof 

The  ventilation  space  under  the  huts  is  closed  by  wire  netting  to  prevent 
the  deposition  or  accumulation  of  refuse.  An  open  space  in  the  wall  below 
the  eaves  was  originally  left  for  free  ventilation,  but  this  was  subsequently 
boarded  up  on  the  advent  of  the  cold  winter  nights  ;  a  narrow  chink,  half  an 
inch  wide,  still  remains,  however,  for  ventilation  purposes.  There  are  windows 
on  both  sides  of  the  huts  throughout  theil-  entire  length,  thus  securing  good 
cross  ventilation  when  desired. 

Of  the  five  huts  to  the  west  of  the  encampment  the  lowest  is  used  as  a 
general  measles  pavilion  ;  three  and  a  half  are  partitioned  off  into  rooms,  one 
hut  consisting  of  20  rooms ;  the  remaining  half  hut  consists  of  two  rooms  of 
equal  size,  which  are  used  as  schoolrooms. 

A. 

The  measles  hut  is  used  for  the  isolation  of  women  and  children  of  both 
sexes  suffering  from — 

fl)  Measlefe* 

Any  other  disease  if  there  is  a  former  history  of  measles. 


u 


The  dimensions  of  the  hut  are  : — 

Length     ...         ...         ...  ...  •..  112  feet  5  inches. 

Breadth  ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  24  feet  1  inch. 

Height  to  the  eaves       ...  ...  ...       7  feet  9  inches. 

Height  to  the  roof  ridge  ...  ...  11  feet  9  inches. 

As  the  variation  of  temperature  in  a  measles  pavilion  should  be  rendered 
as  slight  as  possible  to  aid  in  warding  oft*  limg  complications  the  walls  of  the 
hut  have  been  lined  with  canvas  ;  a  canvas  ceiling  has  also  been  inserted  at  a 
height  of  7  feet  3  inches  above  the  floor  level. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  there  were  G3  beds  in  the  ward,  of  which  43  were 
occupied,  the  cubic  space  per  patient  thus  amounting  to  454*8  cubic  feet. 

The  temperature  of  the  ward  is  regulated  by  six  open  fire-stoves.  The 
nursing  is  conducted  by  one  professional  and  three  untrained  nurses,  the 
latter  of  whom  are  refugees  who  have  kindly  volunteered  for  the  work.  At 
each  end  of  the  pavilion  is  a  ward  kitchen,  disconnected  from  the  main  block 
by  a  short  passage. 

A  separate  latrine,  with  four  pails,  is  provided  distant  about  40  yards 
from  the  measles  pavilion. 

On  the  day  of  my  visit  this  ward,  though  somewhat  overcrowded  by 
beds,  presented  an  extremely  clean,  bright,  and  cheery  appearance.  The 
bedding  aiTangements  are  identical  with  those  of  any  permanent  hospital,  the 
patients  being  very  comfortable  and  evidently  contented. 

With  43  patients  the  air  space  was  454*8  cubic  feet  per  head ;  if  all  the 
beds  were  occupied  this  would  be  reduced  to  310*4  cubic  feet  per  head.  The 
internal  temperature  was  88°  F.,  due  to  an  overhead  sun,  but  the  air  was  in 
no  way  **  stuflfy,"  the  ventilation  being  secui-ed  by  slightly  opening  alteiniate 
windows  on  each  side  of  the  ward.  ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  CjOOglc 
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The  temperature  sinks  rapidly  towards  nigKtfall,  but  this  is  overcome  as 
much  as  possible  by  the  use  of  the  open  fire-stoves.  The  windows  are  closed 
at  night  because  of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  up  the  temperature,  but  the 

auestion  of  the  ventilation  of  the  measles  hut  rests  solely  in  the  care  of  the 
octor  treating  the  patients ;  the  m^ority  of  medical  men  would  rather  have 
measles  patienis  suffer  temporarily  from  impure  air  than  risk  exposure  to  the 
slightest  draught.  The  measleS  pavilion  was  opened  for  the  reception  of 
patients  on  June  13th.  Tlie  deaths  from  all  causes,  June  1st  to  13th, 
numbered  83.  From  June  13th  to  26th  the  number  of  deaths  declined 
to  42.  The  factors  to  be  considered  before  any  safe  conclusion  may  be  drawn 
from  these  figures  are  numerous,  but  the  coincidence  is  certainly  worthy  of 
note. 

B. 

The  divided  huts  contain  20  one-roomed  houses  arranged  on  the  back  to 
back  principle.  Each  room  has  a  floor  space  of  132  square  feet,  the  cubic 
contents  being  1,287  cubic  feet.  There  are  no  ceilings  to  these  rooms,  and 
the  partitions  only  reach  the  height  of  the  eaves. 

A  family  is  appointed  to  each  room,  the  average  number  of  inmatefif 
being  approximately  six,  but  m  many  of  the  houses  varying  fi:om  three  to 
nine.  In  those  cases  in  which  the  occupants  are  numerous  the  increase  is 
chiefly  brought  about  by  children.  Every  endeavour  has  been  made,  in  the 
paajority  of  rooms,  to  stop  the  means  of  ventilation  in  order  to  exclude  as 
inuch  as  possible  the  cold  night  air.  This  has  been  efiected  by  the  construc- 
tion of  blanket  ceilings,  by  packing  the  ventilation  chink  under  the  eaves 
with  canvas,  and  by  carrying  up  the  partitions  between  the  different  rooms 
by  canvas  or  blankets  to  the  roof.  The  windows  are  evidently  always  kept 
closed. 

Many  of  these  rooms  are  densely  overcrowded,  the  average  cubic  space 
per  head  being  only  215  cubic  feet,  which  is  considerably  decreased  by  beds, 
trunks,  and  boxes,  &c. 

In  those  rooms  in  which  the  occupants  have  improvised  ceilings  the 
cubic  space  is  decreased  by  264  cubic  feet,  giving  an  average  of  170  cubic 
feet  per  head.  The  overcrowding  of  the  rooms  is  chiefly  due  to  the  presence 
of  childrep,  who  are  more  likely  to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  impure  air  than 
adults. 

C. 

The  school  consists  of  the  transverse  half  of  one  hut  divided  into  two 
equally  sized  rooms,  the  capacity  of  each  being  6,6557  cubic  feet.  The 
scnolars  on  the  roll  number  300,  but  the  absentees  reduce  the  attendance  by 
70  to  90  daily. 

If  we  assume  the  average  number  present  daily  to  be  200  the  air  space 
is  66*5  cubic  feet  per  head,  and  the  floor  area  6*8  square  feet  per  head. 

Both  the  cubic  space  and  the  floor  area  per  head  are  much  too  low  for 
the  healthy  condition  of  the  children.  On  the  day  of  my  visit  there  were 
over  200  scholars  present,  and  in  my  opinion,  considering  that  an  epidemic  of 
measles  is  rife  in  ^the  camp,  it  would  be  diflBcult  to  devise  a  more  perfect 
method  of  aiding  the  spread  of  the  disease.  The  children  fron^  every  part  of 
the  camp,  in  some  cases  sickening  with  the  disease,  are  huddled  together  in 
the  most  intimate  contact  in  a  closely  confined  atmosphere  with  no  other 
ventilation  than  that  afiorded  by  the  diminutive  windows  of  the  hut. 

D. 

The  typhoid  wards  are  considerably   smaller  than  the   huts  (^escribed 
above,  but  are  built  on  the  same  principle. 
The  internal  dimensions  are  : — 

Length 36  feet. 

Breadth    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  18  feet. 

Height  to  eaves  ...         ...         ...  ...       9  feet. 

Height  to  roof  ridge       12  feet  6  inches. 

Attached  to  each  ward  is  a  small  kitchen,  which  is  now  used  for  the 
accommodation  of  another  bed,  as  a  general  kitchen  has  been  provided  for  th^ 
three  pavilions,  r  ;  ..        ..  ^     r\r^r^]i> 
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The  walls  of  the  wards  are  lined  with  canvas,  but  th?re  is  no  ceiling. 
An  open  fire-stove  is  provided  for  each  pavilion. 

Ward  1.     Adult  males 14  beds. 

Ward  2.     Adult  females  ...         ...         ...     14  beds. 

Wards.     Children        17  beds. 

The  cubic  space  per  head  in  the  adult  wards  is  497 '3  cubic  feet,  in  the 
children*s  ward  4097  cubic  feet.  These  standards  are  considerably  higher  at 
the  present  time  as  t;ne  ward  beds  are  not  all  occupied.  The  wards  are 
extremely  neat,  bright,  cheerful,  and  comfortable. 

E.  The  Tents. 

The  great  majority  of  the  refugees  are  living  in  bell  tents,  the  canvas  of 
which  is  in  good  condition.  In  this  section  of  tne  camp  the  rough  condition 
of  the  surface  renders  a  regular  tent  formation  impossible,  but  there  is  ample 
ground  space  around  each  tent.  There  are  on  an  average  six  persons  to  each 
tent,  of  which  the  air  space  is  approximately  650  cubic  feet.  One  tent  is 
reserved  for  each  family. 

The  diphtheria  patients  are  isolated  in  tents  which  are  pitched  at  a  safe 
distance  to  the  north  of  the  encampment. 

In  several  of  the  tents  throughout  the  encampment  are  cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  too  ill  to  be  moved  to  the  hospital  huts.  Patients  suflfering  from 
pneumonia,  bronchitis,  &c,,  are  treated  at  their  own  tents. 

F.  Latrines. 

There  are  for  the  whole  encampment  (A  and  B  Sections)  22  latrines, 
containing  195  pails,  that  is  one  pail  for  every  24 '6  persons.  The  latrines 
are  placed  on  the  outskirts  of  the  camps,  well  apart  from  the  tents  and  huts. 
Special  latrines  are  provided  for  the  measles  hut  and  diphtheria  tents,  but 
the  typhoid  wards  are  not  so  accommodated,  the  convalescent  patients 
making  use  of  the  latrines  reserved  for  the  nurses.  The  stools  of  the 
typhoid  patients  are  emptied  into  covered  receptacles  placed  along  the 
outside  walls  of  these  wards. 

The  latrines  constructed  of  galvanised  iron  are  roofed  over ;  the  dry 
earth  system  is  employed  with  separate  urine  receptacles  for  males  and  works 
satisfactorily.  The  results  in  the  latrines  reserved  for  females  are  naturally 
not  so  good. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  the  condition  of  the  latrines  was  very  satisfac- 
tory, with  the  exception  of  one,  in  which  the  whole  structure  is  propped 
slightly  above  the  level  of  the  ground,  the  pails  resting  on  the  wooden  floor, 
which  was  wet  and  filthy.  The  simpler  the  latrine  the  better,  and  that  form 
offering  the  least  possible  surface  capable  of  being  soiled  is  undoubtedly  the 
best  for  the  refugees. 

The  pails  are  removed,  emptied,  and  cleansed  daily  by  the  Sanitary 
Department  of  Municipality. 

G. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  two  sources  : — 

1.  The  Bloemfontein  (Modder  River)  supply  by  a  special  pipe. 

2.  Two  tube  wells. 

^he  municipal  water  supply,  of  which  9,600  gallons  are  used  daily,  is 
carefiilly  sterilised  in  four  large  boilers  before  distribution,  in  order  that  the 
refugees  may  have  an  unimpeachable  supply. 

\  The  tube  wells  are  situated  in  the  valley  to  the  west  and  north  of  the 
^tocampment,  and  are  respectively  110  and  30  feet  deep.  An  abundant  and 
steady  ssupply  is  drawn  from  below  the  underlying  dolerite  beds.  The  water 
froncj  th^e  wells  is  used  for  washing  purposes. 
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H.  Scavenging, 

Three  refuse  carts  are  provided  for  this  purpose,  but  at  the  time  of  my 
visit,  these  were  undergoing  repairs  to  increase  the  carrying  capacity.  As  a 
result  the  camp  presented  an  untidy  appearance  from  the  refuse  littered 
about.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to  keep  the  camp  in  a  cleanly  condition  because 
of  the  careless  slovenly  habits  of  many  of  the  refugees,  which  lead  them  to 
dispose  of  slop-water  and  refuse  by  methods  entailing  the  least  possible 
trouble  to  tliemselves.  Many  of  the  refugees  seem  to  suffer  from  a  strong 
disinclination  for  the  use  of  latrines,  evictently  preferring  the  open  spaces 
around  the  tents.  A  watch  is  kept  for  these  offenders,  who  are  punished  if 
discovered.  Tanks  are  provided  for  slop-water  beside  the  latrines,  but  this  is 
usually  disposed  of  by  being  thrown  on  to  the  ground  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  tents  and  huts. 


I.  The  Dietary. 

The  scale  of  rations  ;  amount  per  head  per  day  : — 

Fresh  meat      

Flour    

CofFee 

Sugar  ... 

Salt      

...     i  lb. 
...     lib. 

...        1  OZ. 

...     2  OZS 
...     1  oz. 

A  ration  of  2  lbs.  of  potatoes  is  substituted  once  weekly  for  the  flour  ration. 

The  diet  standard  is  certainly  low,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
both  adults  and  children  are  on  the  same  allowance,  and  a  good  deal  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  those  serving  out  the  rations.  Those  refugees  who  have  the 
means,  supplement  the  ration  allowance  with  extras,  but  some  are  not  in  this 
position,  and  to  the  adults,  if  there  is  no  family  of  children  to  increase  the 
allowance,  such  a  dietary  must  prove  a  hardship. 


J.  Vital  Statistics. 

The  administration  of  the  refugee  camp  was  taken  over  by  the  civil 
authorities  on  February  18th,  1901,  the  occupants  then  numbering  1,850. 
At  the  present  time  (June  26th)  the  refugees  have  increased  to  4,704. 

Table  \.— Deaths :  March  to  June  22nd,  inclusive. 


March 
April  . . 
May    . . 
To  Jane  22nd 


Totals . 


Males. 


13 

29 
61 
50 


153 


Females. 


14 
39 
73 
70 


196 


Total. 


27 

68 

134 

120 


349 


Table  2. — Deaths :  Age  and  Sex  Distribution. 


Total  at  all  ages      •  • 
(7925)  O 


349. 


Under 
1  year. 

1  to  5 
years. 

5  to  10 
years. 

M.      F. 

1      2 
1       1 

10      9 
10      8 

22    20 

10  to  15 
years. 

15  to  20 
years. 

20  to  40 
years. 

M.      F. 

4      5 
1      8 

0  9. 

1  8 

Above 
40  years. 

Mftrch        « •          •  • 
April          •  •          • . 
M&y            « •          •  • 
To  Jane  22iid 

M.       F. 

2      4 

8      6 

11      8 

6      5 

27    23 

M.    r. 

5      0 
13      9 
26    28 
21     29 

65    66 

0  2 

1  2 
5      3 
3      7 

M.      F. 

0      1 

0  8 

1  6 
0      2 

M.      F. 

1      0 
5      6 

8  10 

9  11 

Totals 

9    14 

1    17 

6    30 

23    26 
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Table  3. — Deaths  from  most  Common  Diseases :  May  to  June  22nd.     Age 

and  Sex  Distribution. 


Under  1  year  . . 
1  ifO  5  years  .  • 
5  to  10  years  . . 
10  to  15  years. . 
15  to  20  years. . 
20  to  40  years.  • 
Above  40  years 


Total  of  each  sex 
Total    of    both 
sexes. . 


1 


M.  F. 

2  5 

30  25 

8  6 

1  2 


43    44 

87 


2 

o 


M. 

5 
1 
4 
3 

0 

1 
4 


F. 

1 
1 

2 
3 
3 
5 


II 


H. 

4 
8 
2 
2 
3 
0 
0 


F. 

2 
5 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 


M. 
1 

2 
3 


F. 
0 

4 
2 


If.  F. 

6  2 

9  17 

1  1 


2 

0 
0 
7 


3 

4 

2 

11 


M.  F. 

2  5 

1  0 

1  0 


I 


M.  F. 

16  14 

&1  52 

Id  14, 


8 
1 
2 


9 

8 

11 


13    21 


30 
10;i 
33 
17 
9 
13 
34 


239 


Deaths  from  all  other  causes  (May  to  June  22nd)... 


15 


Table  4. — Deaths  from  all  Causes,  at  Different  Age  Periods :  March  to 

June  2'Znd. 


Under  10  years. 

10  to  20  years. 

20  to  40  years. 

Above  40  years. 

M.      F. 

114    109 

11.     F. 

10   31 
41 

M.      F. 

6    30 

L               1 

36 

H.      F. 

23   26 

223 

49 

Total 


349. 


Table  5. — Deaths  from  all  Causes :  March  to  June  227id  (illustrating  the 
Age  Period  in  which  the  Chief  Variatu/n  between  Male  and  Female 
Deaths  occurs). 


Under  16  years. 

15  to  40  years. 

Above  40  years. 

M.      F. 

123    123 

M.    p. 

7    47 

M.      F. 

23    26 

V 

246 

54 

49 

Total 


349. 


Table  1. 

The  number  of  female  deaths  exceeds  the  number  of  male  deaths  by  43, 
but  this  is  chiefly  brought  about  by  the  small  number  of  males  at  present  in 
the  camp  between  the  ages  of  15  and  40  years,  compared  with  the  number  of 
females  at  the  same  age  period.  Table  5  shows  that,  whereas  the  deaths  of 
the  young  and  old  vary  but  little,  those  of  the  middle  period  of  life  are  almost 
entirely  female  deaths,  this  age  period  contributing  40  out  of  the  43  deaths 
mentioned  above. 


Table  3. 

The  order  of  mortality  from  the  various    diseases  is  as  follows  :— 
Measles ;    (2)    Respiratory    Diseases ;    (3)    Diarrhoea   and   Dysentery ; 
Typhoid  Fever ;    (5)  Diphtheria  and  Croup  ;    (6)  Debility  ;    the  latter  two 
groups  each  show  the  same  total  of  deaths. 
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(1)  Measles. — The  complication    broncho-pneumonia  is  answerable   for 

almost  every  death  from  measles. 

(2)  Respiratory    Jbiseases. — Pneumonia    and    bronchitis    have    proved 

extremely  fatal,  the  former  claiming  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
deaths. 
(S)  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. — The  deaths  have  occurred  chiefly  among 
children. 

(4)  Typhoid  Fever. — With  the  exception  of  pneumonia,  this  is  the  most 

fatal  disease  to  adults. 

(5)  Diphtheria.— ThB  deaths  have  all  occurred  in  children  below  10  years 

of  age. 

(6)  Debility. — ^This  condition  is  chiefly  fatal  to  infants  and  the  aged. 

These  tables  show  that  the  conditions  of  camp  life  are  most  trying  to 
those  at  the  extremes  of  life,  and  especially  in  the  case  of  children. 

Unfortunately,  me€tsles  was  brought  intiO  the  camp  not  long  after  its 
formation,  and  soon  reached  epidemic  proportions,  which  still  continue. 

Under  the  best  circumstances  measles  is  one  of  the  most  fatal  diseases 
to  children,  and  the  conditions  of  camp  life  render  the  successful  treatment  of 
this  disease  particularly  difficult,  especially  with  respect  to  warding  off  lung 
complications,  which  are  the  chief  cause  of  death.  The  disease  has 
undoubtedly  been  fostered  by  the  carelessness  and  ignorance  of  parents  and 
relatives,  who  do  all  in  their  power  to  conceal  fresh  cases  among  the  children^ 
though  it  must  be  patent  that  the  conditions  of  hospital  life  in  the  camp  are 
very  much  more  in  favour  of  the  patients  than  those  of  the  tents,  or  the  one- 
roomed  houses  of  the  huts.  This  concealment  of  measles  patients  must 
undoubtedly  have  led  to  the  multiplication  of  cases,  as  the  available  air 
space  of  the  tents,  &c.,  is  reduced  to  a  minimimi  by  the  number  of  occupants^ 
and  there  is  a  general  huddling  together  during  sleep,  for  the  sake  of  warmth. 
The  frequency  of  cases  of  pneumonia  throughout  the  camp  is  no  doubt  due  to 
the  predisposing  effects  of  the  cold  weather  in  conjunction  with  the  vitiated 
atmosphere  produced  by  closing  up  every  available  means  of  ventilation  in  the 
tents  and  huts.  In  several  instances  death  has  been  accelerated,  sometimes 
directly  brought  about  by  a  wilful  disregard  of  the  doctor's  orders,  the 
relatives  dosing  the  patients  when  not  in  hospital  with  various  concoctions  of 
their  own  fancy. 


IL— SECTION  B. 

This  section  of  the  camp  is  pleasantly  situated  on  sloping  ground  in  an 
open  valley  to  the  east  of  Section  A.  The  situation  is  sunny,  well  protected 
from  wind,  but  the  air  circulation  is  unrestricted.  The  surface  of  the  site 
inclines  rapidly  to  a  sluit,  which  carries  away  the  drainage  of  the  valley. 
This  division  of  the  camp  is  entirely  composed  of  tents ;  the  formation  is 
regular,  the  tents  being  pitched  at  a  distance  of  40  feet  apart.  There  are  on 
an  average  six  inmates  to  each  tent,  the  total  inhabitants  of  this  section 
numberino^  2,280.  The  condition  of  this  camp  with  regard  to  the  prevalence 
of  disease  is  similar  to  Section  A. 

Unfortunately,  when  this  section  was  first  formed  no  discrimination  was 
used  with  regard  to  the  exclusion  of  infectious  cases,  and  measles  is  now  as 
prevalent  as  in  the  original  camp. 

Two  tube  wells  are  at  present  being  sunk,  but  are  not  yet  completed. 

In  other  points  the  description  given  above  of  Section  A  is  equally 
applicable  here. 
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REMARKS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

It  cannot  be  expected,  fix)m  the  temporary  nature  of  the  accommodation 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  the  formation  of  the  Refugee  Camp  has 
taken  place,  that  each  individual  will  be  allowed  the  usual  standard  of  air 
space  granted  under  ideal  circumstances.  Even  in  the  present  conditions  the 
refugee  takes  every  care  to  prevent  the  access  of  fresh  air  to  his  domicile,  be 
it  tent  or  hut,  by  blocking  up  every  aperture ;  tent  walls  are  never  raised ; 
windows  are  kept  closed. 

The  risks  of  camp  life  are  rendered  more  serious  by  many  of  the  habits 
of  the  reftigees,  who  seem  to  have  no  idea  of  the  duty  of  cleanliness,  either 
to  themselves  or  neighbours,  in  the  removal  of  offal,  slop-water,  &c. ;  every- 
thing that  can  be  deposited  in  the  immediate  surroundings  of  tent  or  hut  is 
so  disposed  of,  rendering  the  soil  of  the  camp  site  more  filthy  daily,  and  the 
work  of  scavenging  unnecessarily  tedious. 

With  regard  to  the  dietajy  the  allowance  is  certainly  small,  but  both 
children  and  adults  are  on  the  same  allowance.  I  inquired  particularly  with 
respect  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  dietary  ;  all  were  content  with  the  exception 
of  one  woman,  who  complained  that  her  husband  did  not  find  the  meat 
sufficient,  adding  that  &rmers  were  accustomed  to  a  large  flesh  diet. 

To  judge  by  outward  appearances,  the  refugees  all  look  in  good,  healthy 
condition. 

The  death  rate  among  the  refugees  is  undoubtiOdly  very  high,  due  in  a 
great  part  to  an  epidemic  of  measles,  which  has  proved  very  fatal.  Even 
without  the  presence  of  epidemic  disease  the  death  rate  must  necessarily  run 
high,  as  camp  life,  by  the  exposure  during  winter,  would  in  any  case  induce  a 
severe  mortality  among  children.  In  this  particular  also  the  refugees  are 
somewhat  to  blame  by  their  conduct  in  concealing  cases  of  disease  in  their 
families,  thus  ensuring  the  rapid  spread  of  infection. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  recommendations  : — 

1.  That  a  tent-to-tent  inspection  be  conducted  twice  weekly,  for  the 
discovery  and  removal  to  hospital  of  cases  of  concealed  illness. 

2.  That  all  patients  suffering  from  typhoid  fever  be  removed  to  hospital. 

3.  That,  in  addition  to  the  diseases  at  present  isolated,  patients  suffering 
from  pneumonia,  severe  bronchitis,  or  any  other  serious  disease,  be  removed 
to  hospital.  (Another  of  the  huts,  the  walls  and  rpof  being  lined  for  the 
purpose,  might  be  employed  as  a  hospital  pavilion  for  these  cases.) 

4.  That  a  more  lioeral  use  be  made  of  disinfectants  for  the  linen,  stools, 
&c.,  of  the  infectious  disease  pavilions. 

5.  That  latrines  be  erected  in  the  vicinity  of  the  typhoid  pavilions  for 
male  and  female  patients.  (The  construction  of  these  latrines  should  be  as 
simple  as  possible.) 

6.  That  tanks  for  the  reception  ot  slop-water  be  placed  throughout  the 
camp,  and  their  use  enforced  on  the  refugees. 

7.  That  the  scavenging  of  the  camp  be  carried  out  more  thoroughly  than 
at  present. 

8.  That  the  potato  ration  be  given  twice  weekly  in  addition  to  and  not 
substituted  for  the  flour  ration.  (It  would  also  be  advisable  to  substitute 
meal  for  the  flour  ration  twice  weekly  because  of  its  higher  nutritive  value.) 

9.  That  the  school  be  closed  temporarily.  (This  is  a  very  serious  step, 
hut  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  school  children  from  infected  and  non- 
infected  families  alike  meet,  and  are  placed  under  the  most  suitable  conditions 
tor  acquiring  measles.  I  do  not  say  that  the  disease  is  caught  at  school,  but 
the  school  seems  to  me  one  of  the  most  probable  factors  in  the  spread  of  the 
infection.) 

10.  That  the  tents  (Section  A)  be  removed  to  fresh  ground  within  the 
encampment. 
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Eeporfc  on  Burgher  and  Native  Refugee  Camps 
in  the  Orange  River  Colony. 


Sir, 


Akmy  Hbadquabtebs,  South  Africa, 

Pretoria,  26<A  July,  1901. 


In  continuation  of  my  No.  C.-in«C./4614,  dated  5th  instant,  I  have  the 
honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  report  on  Burgher  and  Native  Refugee  Camps 
from  the  Chief  Superintendent,  Orange  River  Colony,  for  the  month  ending 
30th  June,  1901,  and  a  similar  report  on  Transvaal  Camps  by  the  Military 
•Governor. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


KITCHENER,  General, 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 


Chief  Superintendent,  Refugee  Camps, 
Government  Officea, 

Bloemfontein, 

-     15th  July,  1901. 
The  Secretary,  O.RC.  Administration, 
feloemfontein. 
«ir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  this  my  Report  on  Burgher  and  Native 
Refugee  Camps  for  the  month  ending  30tn  June,  with  a  view  to  same  being 
transmitted  to  the  Acting  High  Commissioner,  and  General  Commanding-in- 
-Chief,  in  accordance  with  telegram  No.  E6015,  dated  the  12th  instant. 

1.  Camps,  Distribution. — No  additional  camps,  either  Burgher  or  Native, 
have  been  established  since  my  Report  up  to  the  3 1st  May  was  submitted. 
A  list  of  camps,  distribution  at  each  place,  together  with  the  reserve 
accommodation,  is  shown  as  under  : — 

Return  of  Strength  on  30th  June,  1901. 


Camp. 

'       Men. 

! 

Women 

Children. 

Total. 

Further  accom- 
modation for 

Brandfoi-t   .• 

287 

514 

1,014 

1,815 

100 

Vredefort  Road     . . 

189 

427 

749 

1,365 

400 

Nervals  Pont 

501 

884 

1,387 

2,772 

50 

Bloemfontein 

829 

1,299 

2,625 

4,753 

250 

Winburg    . . 

379 

448 

911 

1,738 

450 

Springfontein 

270 

853 

1,544 

2,667 

None. 

Heilbron     . . 

269 

568 

1,240 

2,077 

— 

Aliwal  North 

619 

1,463 

2,346 

4,428 

.— . 

Kroonstad  .  • 

802 

1,024 

1,971 

3,797 

600 

Harrismith  . . 

70 

200 

386 

656 

70 

Kimberlej  . . 

396 

626 

1,164 

2,186 

300 

Betbulie     . . 

380 

I 

1,04S 

2,012 

3,440 

None. 

Total 


4,991 


9,354 


17,349 


31,694 


Total  increase  for  the  month  ending  30th  June,  6,807. 

2.  Medical  Officers,  Trained  and  Untrained  Nurses,  and  their  respective 
-distribution,  are  as  under  : —  r 
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1 

.     ZMrwmd  Swam. 

OM^^^Hf^H^Ui  «  « 

Dr.  Becker, 
ft   *^**^ 

Siter  Keoaedy. 
KmeTvk. 

^     ifcety. 

^      MeLeod. 

^      CdeiBaii. 

'    Mls^Loretz. 
^    Bocha. 
.,     Botfca. 
,     BeU. 
^     Tenter. 
;,    deWet. 

„    L.Krager. 

1        n    HartaMii. 
„    SwanepoeL 
,.    Gey*». 

BnodSori 

Dr.  Martiniiu. 

i 

Xnrse  Moore. 

Mias  Koekmoer. 
„     Retera. 
„    Joidiert. 
„    Jacobs. 
^    Broaler. 
„    Harraiger. 
^     Nieowboot. 
y,    Grareostack. 

HMTMnitb 

Dr.  Beor. 

Norse  MacneOage. 

Mis8  V.  Jaarsreldt. 
y.    Grosendorf. 

HalbroD 

Dr.  Tregaskia. 
„   Clayton. 

Norse  Allen. 

Kimberley      ., 

Dr.  Westerfield. 

None  Geyer. 

1    Miss  Kloi^)ers. 
'        „     Bester. 
.        ^    RaWe. 
„    Boms. 

Kroonitad 

Dr  T.  de  Walt. 

Norse  Strachan. 

Miss  Victor. 
,.    Smit. 
„    de  Brain. 
„     V.  Niekerk. 
„     V.  de  Gryp. 
„    E.  de  Broin. 
„     Griesei. 
„    Senekal. 
„    V.  Bagen. 
„    HalL 

Nonrals  Pont , . 

Dr.  Caldwell. 

Norse  Broers. 
„      Schyfe. 

Miss  Piper. 
„    Stevens. 
„    Morlman. 
„    Anderson. 
„    Schenk. 
„     Suyman. 
„    Anderson. 

Springfonteio . . 

Dr.  Webb. 

Norse  Bnllen. 
„      Wessels. 

Mi»8  de  Beer. 
„     V.  Stryp. 
„    Hennings. 
„    V.  Eden. 
^,    Botha. 
„     Uys. 
„    Alberts. 

Vredef ort  Boad 

Dr.  Oraham. 

Norse  Lefevre. 

Miss  Rensbnrg. 
„    Coetzee. 
„    Stone. 
„     Schotte. 
„    Bobberts. 
,,    Hammond. 

Winburg 
Aliwal  North  . . 

Dr.  Schnehage. 

Dr.  Hoexter. 
„   Kops. 
„   Speedy. 

Norse  Bakkes. 

Norse  Sortees. 
„      Headland. 

Miss  Cooper. 
„     V.  Rensbmg. 
„     Kramer. 

Bothulie 

Dr.  Wohlers. 

Norse  de  la  Rooviers 
„     Roos. 

Miss  Botha. 
„    V.  de  Merwe. 

Thaba'Nchtt  .. 

Dr.  Daniel. 

1 
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3.  All  deaths  are  published  weekly  in  the  Government  Gazette^  and 
relatives  informed  immediately.  The  rates  of  deaths  per  miUe  per  annum 
from  the  Ist  to  the  30th  June  will  be  found  as  under  : — 


Gamp. 

Population  on 
30th  June. 

Deaths  for  June. 

Bate  per  1000  per 
annum. 

Brandfort 

Vredefort  Road       

Norrals  Pont           

Bloemfontein          

Winbnrg 

Spriugfonteiu          

Heilbron 

Aliwal  North          

Kroonstad 

Harrismith   . . 

Kimberley 

Bethulie       

1,815 
1,366 
2,772 
4,758 
1,788 
2,667 
2,077 
4,428 
8,797 
656 
2,186 
3,440 

11 

18 

28 

187 

8 
42 
10 
88 
44 

1 
1» 

9 

721 

156-24 

120-12 

886-9 

48-7 

180-8 

48-9 

84-6 

182-7 

12-6 

96-24 

24-8 

This  gives,  for  the  total  population  of  the  camps,  an  average  of  109*1  per 
mille  per  annum  for  the  month  of  June,  against  11676  per  mille  per  annum 
for  the  month  of  May. 

This  is  still  abnormally  high,  but  is  accounted  for  as  already  represented 
in  my  previous  Report,  dated  12th  June.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  I  now 
anticipate  a  very  great  reduction  in  the  death  rate,  mr  the  following  reasons  : — 

(a)  The  health  of  Bloemfontein  Camp  is  rapidly  improving ; 

(6)  The  inhabitants  of  this  camp  have  now  overcomjei  their  aversion  to 

sending  their  children  to  hospital,  and  have  also  to  a  great  extent 

ceased  to  conceal  disease ; 
(e)    Additional    hospital     accommodation     has    been     erected     in    the 

Bloemfontein  Camp,  one  large   ward   being  now  devoted  entirely 

to  children  suffering  from  measles ; 
(d)  The  severe  winter  weather  is  gradually  abating ;  consequently  the 

cold  will  not  be  felt  to  such  a  great  extent  by  the  young  children. 

A  table  showing  the  number  of  sick,  weekly,  in  each  camp,  also  the 
number  of  deaths  among  same,  will  be  found  as  under  : — 


Camp. 

Number  of  sick,  Ist  to 
7th  June. 

Number  of  deaths  among 
sick,  Ist  to  7th  June. 

Brandfort 

Vredefort  Road           

Nervals  Pont 

Bloemfontein 

Winbnrg           

Springfontein 

Heilbron 

Aliwal  North 

Kroonstad 

Harrismith        

Kimberley        

BethuHe            

72 

18 
11 
54 
20 
85 

2 
48 

3 
26 
15 

2 
8 
2 

5 

1 
7 

0 
1 
0 
8 
1 
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Camp. 

Number  of  sick, 

8th  to 

Number  of  deaths  among 

14th  June. 

sick,  8th  to  14th  June. 

Brandfort          

64 

6 

Vredefort  Road           

7 

1 

Nervals  Pont 

13 

1 

Bloemfontein 

59 

8 

Winburg           

14 

1 

SpringfoDtein 

Heilbron           

28 

3 

-^ 

— 

Aliwal  North 

2 

0 

Kroonstad         

38 

5 

Harrismith 

5 

0 

Kimberley        

40 

3 

Bethulie            

12 

1 

Camp. 

Number  of  sick,  15th  to 
21st  June. 

Number  of  deaths  among 
sick,  15th  to  2l8t  June. 

Brandfort          - 

Vredefort  Road            

Nervals  Pont 

Bloemfontein 

Winburg           

Springfontein    •• 

Heilbron            

Aliwal  ^o^th 

Kroonstad         

Harrismith        • 

Kimberley        

Bethulie            

G5 
9 

16 
68 
11 
24 

2 

43 

6 

42 

17 

Nil 

1 
Nil 

7 

2 

2 

0 
I 
0 
5 
2 

Camp. 


Number  of  sick,  2l8t  to 
SOth  June. 


Brandfort 
Vredefort  Road 
Nervals  Pont   . 
Bloemfontein    . 
Winburg 
Springfontein   . 
Heilbron 
Aliwal  North    . 
Kroonstad 
Harrismith 
Kimberley 
Bethulie 


Number  of  deaths  among 
sick,  2l8t  to  30th  June. 


60 

6 

18 

76 

13 

32 

3 

2 

33 

7 

40 

18 


1 
10 
1 
4 
3 
0 
6 
0 
3 
1 


The  total  number  of  children  in  all  camps,  under  15  years  of  age,  who 
have  died  during  June,  is  232. 

Sanitation. — The  sanitation  in  all  camps  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  state. 

Health. — With  the  exception  of  Bloemfontein,  the  health  of  all  camps  is 
exceedingly  good,  allowing  for  the  medical  oflBcers  having  had  to  combat 
outbreaks  of  measles  and  diphtheria.  Measles  has  now  broken  out  at 
Bethulie  and  Aliwal  North  Camps,  but  the  epidemic  is  fast  being  got  under. 
Medical  ofl&cers  consider  that  the  severe  weather,  together  with  the  fact  that 
young  children  are  under  canvas,  accounts  for  a  certain  number  of  deaths,  but 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  death  rate  among  Boer  children  always 
has  been  high,  even  when  living  in  their  own  homes,  and  this  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  mothers  taking  so  little  care  of  their  children. 

Clothing  and  Blankets. — These  continue  to  be  distributed  as  required^ 
and  a  large  amount  has  been  contributed  by  private  persons. 
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Shops  do  a  considerable  business,  and  ai'o  uudoubtedly  a  great  boon  to 
the  better  class  of  refugees.  The  following  list  gives  the  number  of  shops 
opened  in  each  camp  : — 


Bloemfoutein 

9 

Vredefort  Road 

3 

Nervals  Pont 

2 

Brandfort  ... 

I 

Springfontein 
Heilbron    ... 

1 
1 

Aliwal  North 

8 

Kroonstad... 

..       10 

Harrismith 

1 

Eimber]ey 

2 

BethuHe    ... 

1 

The  prices  of  goods  sold  are  still  controlled  by  the  Provost  Marshal 

Supplies. — During  the  month,  the  good  quality  of  supplies  has  been 
maintained  by  the  contractors.  There  have  been  no  complaints,  and 
superintendents  continue  to  speak  highly  of  the  quality.  Some  of  the 
refugees  feel  the  want*  of  fresh  v^egetables,  but  owing  to  the  enormous  expense 
the  supply  would  entail,  and  the  dearth  during  war  time  of  these  commoaitie^, 
I  am  unable  to  supply.  Potatoes  were  given  in  lieu  of  meal  on  several 
occasions,  but  the  refugees  did  not  appreciate  the  change,  consequently  the 
original  ration  was  reverted  to. 

Discipline. — The  discipline  of  the  burghers  continues  to  be  excellent;  the 
people  appear  to  be  happier  in  Nervals  x^onfc  than  in  any  other  camp.  I 
attribute  this  to  the  fact  that  all  men  are  kept  employed  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  on  some  useAil  work. 

Reports  and  Returns  ai-e  regularly  submitted  by  superintendents,  as 
enumerated  in  my  Report  for  the  month  ending  3 1st  May. 

Financial. — The  total  payments  during  June  amounted  to  £43,918  166-.  Oil., 
representing  a  cost  of  8f -pence  per  refugee  per  diem. 

The  total  expenditure  from  the  1st  March  to  30th  June  amounts  to 
£102,271    10s.  5d. 

These  expenditures  include  the  cost  of  a  number  of  shelters,  latrines,  und 
other  works  of  a  semi-permanent  nature,  which  will,  at  the  wind-up  of  the 
camps,  show  considerable  depreciation  in  value,  but  will  no  doubt  be  saleable. 

The  amount  paid  in  salaries  during  June,  is  considerably  in  excess  of  that 
paid  during  May,  owing — 

(a)  To  the  lar^e  increase  in  the  numbers  of  refiigees  necessitating  an 

augmentation  of  the  staff; 
(6)  The  salaries  of  the  medical  officers  having  been  raised  30  per  cent,  to 

induce  them  to  accept,  or  continue,  the  nard  work  under  canvas  ; 
(o)  The  increase  in  the  hospital  staff. 

Education. — Schools  are  closed  for  the  holidays  for  the  present.  Amjile 
school  accommodation  is  now  provided,  and  the  schools  are  found  to  be  a 
great  advantage,  both  to  parents  and  the  young  under  instruction. 

Fuel  and  Transport. — This  is  still  a  great  difficulty.  There  exists  in 
many  places  a  great  scarcit}^  of  the  former,  and  as  regards  the  latter,  while 
fully  realising  tnat  the  requirements  of  the  army  must  be  the  first  conEidera- 
tion,  I  am  of  opinion  that  increased  facilities  should  \je  given  to  superintendents, 
for  the  following  reasons  : — 

(a)  All  forage,  transport  wagons,  and  animals  have  been  requisitioned  by 

the  military,  the  Civil  Government  consequently  have  no  material  to 
draw  on ; 

(b)  A  single  line  of  railway  to  feed  and  supply  the  enormous  population 

is  insufficient,  therefore  the  difficulties  that  have  to  be  surmounted 
by  the  various  superintendents  under  this  head  are  untold. 

I  should  consider  it  a  great  concession,  if  more  Scotch  carts  for 
collecting  rubbish,  etc.,  could  be  supplied,  an4  forage  to  feed  the  anip^^ls. 
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- ,  ;•  In:coJl>fle<J^enc^  ofthe  (delay  in  sending -trucks  forward  from  the  coast, 
QMdfUs  h^y^  BUA  very  3hort  of  provisions,  and  all  reserve  supplies  have  been* 
exhausted.  This  difficulty  in  many  cases  has  been  met  by  sending  trucks  to 
mefet  urgent  emergencies,  from  Bloemfontein,  instead  of  direct  from  the  coast. 

Institutions. — Workshops,  such  as  carpenters'  and  shoemakers',  are 
established  in  all  camps.  These,  I  hope,  will  be  on  a  larger  scale  shortly. 
Market  gardening  will  be  instituted  in  the  coming  spring. 

General. — Between  the  28th  June  and  5th  July  I  was  on  tour 
inspecting  the  refugee  camps  at  Springfontein,  Bethulie,  Aliwal  North,  and 
Norvals  rent.  These  were  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  all  was 
working  very  smoothly,  the  last  mentioned  camp  being  especially  good. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  respectfully  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  the 
Government  is  particularly  fortunate  in  its  selection  of  camp  superintendents. 
All  are  looked  upon  with  great  respect  by  the  Boers,  working  indefatigably, 
and  doing  their  utmiost  to  treat  the  people  under  their  control  in  a  firm  yet 
considerate  manner. 


*I  have  ^he  honour  to  b^, 


Your  Obedient*  Servant i 


;.,'       -ii.     • 


A.  a  TROLI4OPE,  Captain, 

Chief  Superintendent,  Refug6e^  Campis, 
Orange  River  Colony.  , 


■  ;        ' '  i  1 


,    A 
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Eeport  on  .Bui^gher  and  Refugee  Camps  in  the 

Transvaal; 


Military  Governor's  Office^ 
Pretoria^,  -, 

To''        '  ''   :   :  •■      •   h'  Jdl^2^ih','im^ 

The  General  Officer  Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 

I  beg  to  forward  June  Report  on,  the  Trapsvi^l  iBurgher  Camps  :r*^  • 

Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  C.B.,  Consulting  Surgeon  tx)  H.B.M/s  Forces,  has 
been  requested  to  make  an  independent  report.  .  'He  ;has  visited  die  camps  at 
Irene  and  Johannesburg — copies  of  his  report  attached.  He  is  about  to  make 
a  completQ.tour  of  in^pe^tiop.  ^^      ?      y*  . v-    t:     :<><?    i 

During  the  month  I  paid  a  surprise  visit  to  Irene  and  invited  the 
following  gentlemen  to  accompany  me :-— Mr.fD.  Gimitti,  Portugxie»fe.6hargd 
d' Affaires  to  the  late  Transvaal  Government ;  Mr.  Domela  Niewenhuis,  Dutch 
Consul-Genpcal  to  the  lat©  Government ;  M.  lAubert,  French  i'Condttl-Geheral 
to  the  late  Government ;  Baron  Pitner,  Austrian  Vice-Cbnsul.  ■; 

I  invited  these  gentlemen  as  so  many  malicious  rumours  of  what  is  being 
done  for  the  refugees  in.  these  camps  are  being^  purposely  dissemifiat^kl  in 
Pretoria  that  I  considered  that  a  personal  visit  would  do  more  to  counteract 
the  idea  that  thei?e.  were  any  unnecessary  privations  than  any  otHfer  ^dtirse. 

Since  my  last  Report  I  have  been  obliged  to  establish  a  new  camp  at 
Balmoral,  owmg  to  tlml  large  number  of  refrig^el^  that  have  come*  in 'front  the 
Eastern  Transvaal,  and  the  iact  that  the  camps  at  Middelburg  and  Belfast  are 
full.  As  many  as  possible  were  sent  to  Barberton,  where  the  climate  is  milder 
than  the  camps  on  high  veldt.  The  water  ^supply  at  this  latter  place  is, 
however,  a  cause  for  anxiety,  as  it  is'liftiJt^d.  ' 

On  the  whole  there  has  been  decided  advance  in  the  conditions  of  life 
amongst  the  inmates,  they  are  more  contented,  appreciate  more  what  is  being 
done  for  them,  and  are  learning  valuable  lessons  in  sanitation  and  cleanliness. 

The  total  niimber  of  persons  who  have  absconded  amounts  to  72,  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  is  a  ven'^  small  number. 

.11  Attach  A  report  from' Mr.  Sargent,  of  the  Education  Department,  of  the 
schools  in  the  camp;  measles  hav^,  however,  interfered  somewhat  with 
education,  but  considerable  progress  has  been  made, 

I  have  appointed  Mr.  Scholtz,  late  Superintendent  of  Irene  Camp,  as 
Inspector  of  all  camps ;  he  is  now  travelling  round  to  ensure  uniformity  of 
treatment. 

A  financial  statement  of  expenditure  in  these  camps  and  relief  for  the 
months  of  February,  March,  April,  May,  is  attached. 

.       .„._J.^.J^4XFELL. 

Mwor-Qeneral, 
Military  uovernor,  Pretoria 
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Burgher  Cdmp$  DmBrtwucHi, 

yew  Law  ComrU, 
Pretoria,  26ik  «/«fy,  1901. 


Tiie  MfliUtfj  Goremor, 

PretoruL 


Herewith  I  beg  to  wahnnt  the  fuilowiog  doccmiaits  rebtbig  to  the 
l>ar]gher  camps  for  the  period  l9t  to  30th  of  Jane,  1901,  and  reports,  as 
timlfT : — 

Statistical  Retam  £r>r  mooth  of  Jane  for  all  Boq^ber  Camps. 

lictafl  ISieports  cf  each  Camp. 

lieport  of  Dr«  Kendal  Franks— on  Irene  Camp  and  Johannesboi]^. 

Hopctt  on  Schools  in  Bui^er  Camps  from  Director  of  Edncaticm. 

General    Finandal   Statraoent   of  Ezpenditore    in    Bargfaer    Camps  — 
Febroarv  to  May  indusive- 

I>etasled  Statement  of  Expenditore  daring  montii  of  May. 

Iteport  of  the  Imperial  Belief  Committee — Johannesburg. 

Keport  of  Government  Relief  Committee — Pretoria. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  TUCKER, 

General  SupmntendenL 


zed  by  Google 


Digiti: 


lis 


■3 

I 

bo 


i 


i 

o 


O 


o 

CO 


I 

s; 
J 

•I 


I 


I 


-a 

I 

bo 

•S 

o 

CO 

I 


I 


g 
^ 


I 


I 


i 


O 


00 


a 


I 


I 


•^ 
g 


I 


f-H  t>  p  00  ^  00  ^  ©5  »0  •^  5D  O  ©«  ©i    I     I     I   O' 


iH  OO  i-i        G^  C0O©« 


94  ^  ^  CO  Q^     I   ig  fl  M  0^  ^  «>  00  fH     I 


!«».•,•,  jt.  i-H^t.*-  I  I  I  1-^ 


«0*H^»HiftOO^COOO"^»«C^^OO    I     I         "^ 

•-^  1-1  ©« 


99kOkOqOCO     I   (D<0  t^  t^  ^kO  0)09     I     I     I  OO 

1H  iH  l^  ^  to  ^  Q^^^  r-i 


CO 


ooo^HfH^  I  »ft  t^oooi^ci^  o  I    I    loo 

0^  0^  1-t  04 


OO 


to 


to 
9* 


0^  rH 


OO  I      I   00  O  !      I      I   GO 


T-i«^2^T-i  I   fH  94  (N  (>•  00  9«        »-4    I     I     I   <0 

OO  I  tf)  or>9l  1-1 


Q1-^^•0000^'^l«Op•-^OC0«O00»OW 
^t0  9IOO^^0»<0d)h»<D0)Or-i  00t« 
^  O*  ^Ud  0^  94  m  fH  »o  99  t«  OOOO  ^  00 


I  T^  ^^  CO  f-1         1-H  9'!  fi^ 


»ft*^^5P^^9392^95O'^9lO0000O00 
€0  ^  4^94^0)  Oi  ir^^OO  CO  0>  0^i-J,9«  94  ♦^  «^ 


_^r2^SS*5945j9i|»Ol^^t>.t^94  i-Hi-^ 

iH  ^  fH  <0  00 -^  -^  00  *H  0^  0>  to  1^  1^  t^ 


So  94C0 


»o 


91 


<0 


94 

kO 

o 

94 


to 


P5 
o 


c 

C 

I. 

CO 

0 


'f- 


SP  'J  e-Jt?    a  Spile  a  • 


^••J 


o 


,1^ 

EM 


Digitized  by 


Google 


114 


RsTUBX  showing  number  of  Tnmatftflj  Deadis  and  Births  in  Boigber  Gamps, 
TmnsvajJ^  for  2  weeks  eiiding'26tfa  J^ne,  1901. 


Cksscs. 


M^en.      '  WomeiL 


Id  CVusp  14ch  June 
-        28th    ^ 


7,728 
8^76 


14/)S8 
16^78 


CfaiMren.  j     TouL 


31iS67    !     42^3 
Id^ll  44^465 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  are  in  receipt  oT  Government 
rdief: — 


: 

Men. 

W-omen. 

Children. 

TotoL 

Pretoris 

Johaimetbuiig^         

816 

1,304 
2,685 

1,877 
2,060 

3^9- 
6^61- 

1,074     ;      S,889     ]      4,937 


Desths  for  i  weekn  in  Bnrgfaer  Campe  only 


26 


48 


309 


0^900 


883 


Births  in  Burgher  Crimps  only : —  j  ^- 

Since  the  reorganisation  of  the  Burgher  Camps  in  Febmary,  318  diildi^i 
have  been  bom,  of  whom  90  have  died.  7         r  r 

General  SuperiirtendeDt.  i 


Return  showing  number  of  Coloured  Inmates,  and  Deaths  in  Barg^er  Ci^mpg, 
Transvaal,  for  2  weeks  ending  12th  Julv,  1901. 

Cexscs. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Toial.  - 

In  Gamps  28th  June   -     -..       ...         .. 

„        12th  Jnly 

844 

S95  - 

60i> 
257 

1,835    ' 

2,«79. 

— i — '- 

Deaths  ftn*  2  Weeks 


\..^       Totals 
General  Sup^nteridettt. 


BARBERTON. 


I    .^  • 


Statistical    Betubk    for    Burgber  ^C&mp,.  Bai^berionV  morjth   ending 

30.6.1901.  ! 


f; 


1901  ..      •    .. 

i 

i ••         ••         •• 

1901., 

Men. 

i    ■    • 
Women. 

•   • 
Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Chijdreu 

In  Camp  1 

Amvak      .. 
Births 

•  '  lis 

49 

•189' 
188 

274 
165 

.2. 

•1T62 
27 

327 
12 

i 
{21 

Departures.. 
Deaths        .. 

27 

10 
2 

20. 
1- 

•  • 

•  • 

^  •  • 

In  Oamp  81 

185 

315 

420 
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Sick  ix  Camp. 


Deaths. 


^ 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month     . . 

Betwe^i  1  month  and  I  year 

„        I  year  and  J  2  years 

„        12  years  and  40  years. . 

9?         ^     M        «    50     „     .  •         •  •         

„        50    „        „    over 

—  ' 

2 

1 

lotal       '••         ••         ••        -••         •• 

— 

2 

1 

NcBiBER  OF  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Caused. 


Measles      ..        •.         .\ 

* '.  i- 

Pneumonia   arid   Bron- 

1 

Influenza    ••         ••        ^« 

.  (  . 

DiarrhoBa     .. 

— 

chitis  •  ! 

Marasmus'., 

1 

Dysentery  •• 

Entpric. 
Whooping  Cough 

— 

Heart  Disease 

1 

Camp  Superintendent, 


,  Burgher  Cqmp^  Barhertoiu 

Report  for  Month,  June,  1901. 

Parole  Afer?.— During  the  past  month  a  number  of  applications  were  put 
in  by  burghers  in  a  position  to  support  themselves  to  be  allowed  out   on 

Earole.  Many  of  these  have  their  families  in  the  town.  The  Authorities, 
owever,  would  not  consent  to  mbre  than  twenty  residing  outside  the  camp. 

Arrivals. — A  number  of  burghers  and  families  arrived  during}  the  month 
and  were  accommodated  in  the  new  tents  which  had  come  to  hand  a  short 
time  before.  These  were  pitched  in  the  Agricultural  Show  Grounds,  adjoining 
the  camp,  though  separated  hy  wire  fencing  through  which  openings  had 
been  made.  It  is  my  intention  to  remove  this  fencing  later  on,  thereby 
making  one  large  enclosure.  The  camp  and  show  ground  together  should 
accommodate  about  3,000  souls. 

Water. — It  is  possible  that  there  will  be  a  scarcity  of  water  within  the 
next  two  months,  the  resoiu'ces^of  the  town  not  being  equal  to  the  unusual 
demand  of  local  residents,  garrison  and  the  large  and  increasing  number  of 
refiigees.  This  matter  is  engaging  my  attention,  and  the  possibility  of 
sinking  wells,  is  under  consideration. 

Latrines,  Wash  Tables,  Dust  BinSy  dc. — These  have  again  been  enlarged, 
and  further  accommodation  will  be  supplied  as  the  camp  extends. 

Sanitation. — The  sanitietry  arrangements  have  been  very  wtU  carried  out 
up  to  the  present,  but  owing  to  the  large  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
camp  it  wut  soon  become  necessary  to  increase  the  plant  at  present  in  use. 
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Constant  supervision  has  to  be  exercised  with  respect  to  the  refugees  them- 
selves, who,  brought  up  for  the  most  part  in  the  open  veldt,  have  little  or  no 
regard  for  hygienic  rules.  .  ~    '7 

Convicts. — I  have  had  a  large  gang  engaged  clearing  new  ground,  prior 
to  pitching  tents,  and  in  anticipation  of  further  arrivals  of  refugees. 

Camp  Hands. — Those  engaged  have  been  kept  fully  occupied,  though 
reluctance  to  assist  was  shown  by  some.  The  majority  of  these  people  appear 
to  be  under  the  impression  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Grovemment  to  support 
them,  and  will  at  times  refuse  to  help  even  their  own  friends. 

Commissariat. — This  department  has  been  conducted  satisfactorily  by  the 
new  Storekeeper. 

Food  Supply  and  Quality. — The  food  supplies  have  been  coming  in 
regularly,  and  the  quality  throughout  has  been  most  satisfactory. 

TrexLtnient  of  Sick. — ^A  doctor,  the  P.M.O.,  assisted  by  the  hospital 
matron  and  three  nurses,  are  at  all  times  available  for  the  treatment  of  cases. 

Persons,  seriously  ill  are  at  once  removed  to  the  hospital,  while  others 
are  attended*  to  daily  in  their  tents.  The  doctor  attends  twice  daily  at  the 
dispensary,  and  prescribes  for  those  requmng  medical  treatment  who  are  not 
too  111  to  attend.  .  Broth  and  milk  are  liberally  supplied  to  the  sick, 
convalescent,  and  young  children. 

Certain  of  the  refugees  ave  employed  in  looking  up  all  cases  of  sickness 
among  the  families,  and  these  are  immediately  reported  to  the  M.O. 

We  have  no  other  nursing  organisation,  nor  do  I  consider  the  hospital 
staff  requires  any  assistance  at  present. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  hospital  consists  of  one  large  and  one 
email  brick  building,  and  two  marquees,  capable  of  holding  25  beds. 

Hospital  Staff- — A  doctor,  dispenser,  matron,  and  tnree  nurses  (proba- 
tionera)  form  the  hospital  staff.  The  probationers  are  refugee  girls,  and 
appear  to  be  giving  every  satisfaction. 

The  following  medical  comforts  were  issued  during  the  mouth  :— 

Hospital. 

Milk  06  tins. 

Eice..  •.  62^  lbs. 

Brandy        5  bottles. 

Quaker  oats  . .  ....  . .  36  lbs. 

Tapioca i;    ., 

Soft  soai) '    . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6    „ 

Butter         1    „ 

^"gHr  95    „ 

Bovril  ..  . .  ;j6  tins. 

Wine  G  bottles 

Tea , 13  lbs. 

Barley  .. 13    „ 

»Soa|) 41    „ 

Candles        ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  144 

Bncoii  . ,  , .  . .  .  .  , .  4^  lbs. 

Oillt,  •  ..  ,.  ,,  .,  ,,  18 

8oup  meat 439 


>> 


Cinhj\ 

Milk 430  tins. 

Barley  18    lb?. 

Tapioca t         ..  161    „ 

Cornflour 4      ,, 

Quaker  oats  -6      „ 

Tea 44      „ 

Rice 181    „ 

Soup  meat  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  50*^,, 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  quantity  of  ^onp  has  been  made  au4.  i.^6v;<.d 
daily  froffii  the  hospital  kitchen  to  ^csierving  cases.  ' 
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Church  and  School. — The  Agricultural  Hall  is  now  used  for  worship. 
"Services  are  held  every  Sunday  by  the  Rev.  Ai'mitage  (military  chaplain) 
and  Mr.  Mears,  the  Wesleyan  minister,  who,  as  far  as  practicable,  attend  to 
the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people. 

The  same  commodious  building,  capable  of  accommodating  500  children, 
is  used  as  a  schoolroom  during  the  week.  The  staff  at  present  consists  of  the 
lieadmaster  (Mr.  M.  White),  one  male,  and  three  female  teachers.  The 
attendance  is  35  children,  increasing  as  refugees  arrive. 

A  number  of  women  and  children  are  in  need  of  warm  clothing,  and 
I  shall  be  glad  when  the  expected  consignment  of  wearing  apparel  arrives,  so 
that  their  wants  may  be  attended  to.  With  the  exception  of  minor 
grievances,  the  causes  of  which  are  removed  when  possible,  the  inmates  of 
the  camp  appear  to  be  very  contented,  though  anxiously  looking  forward  to 
the  cessation  of  hostilities,  so  that  they  may  return  to  their  homes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  B.  GRAUMANN, 

Superintendent. 


HEIDELBURG. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Heidelburg,  Month  ending 

80.6.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

1 
Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

(^hUdrea 

In  Camp,  Ist  June,  1901 

Arrivals 

BirthB         

365 
59 

428 
22 

641       ' 
136 
4      ; 

424 

7 

450 
39 

781 
80 

Departures 

Deaths        

5 
2 

37 
2 

23 
7 

•  • 

•  • 

1- 

In  Camp,  dOth  June,  1901 

417 

4tl 

761 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Weekending    7.  6.    01  ;  3 

14.  ., I  2 

21.  „      „  6 

n           28.  „  „            •  •         •  •         •  •         . .         , .         • .  I  7 


Deaths. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  and  12  years    .  • 

„     12  years  and  40  years 

»       40      „  „     OO       ,,      .  •  • .  .  . 

„     50    „        „    over        

Total 

(79255  5J 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

— 

— 

2 
3 
2 

1 
I 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 
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Ndmbbh  of  Deaths,  under  Hkads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

4 : 

1 

Enteric . , 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 

•  • 

1 
3 

Heart  Disease 

Babyhood  

Spinal  Injury 

1 

1 

(Signsd) 

A.   A. 

ALLISON, 
Camp  SuperiDtendent. 

her  Camp, 
Heidelbiirg, 

6th  July,  1901. 

Burg 

The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Pretoria. 


Dear  Sir, 


Monthly  Report  for  Heidelburg  Camp. 


Camp  Generally. — Since  writing  my  last  Report  the  new  camp  has 
increased  considerably,  all  the  fresh  arrivals  being  accommodated  on  the  new 
«ite. 

Water  Supply. — The  old  source  of  supply  has  given  up,  but  the  upper 
fountain  is  a  very  strong  one  and  gives  sufficient  water  for  all  requirements  of 
the  camp. 

I  had  some  trouble  with  the  military  owing  to  the  soldiers  forming  the 
pickets  in  the  vicinity  bathing  in  the  fountain,  but  on  complaining  to  the 
Ciommandant  he  speedily  pat  a  stop  to  this  nuisance. 

The  fountain  has  since  been  enclosed  with  a  barbed  wire  fence. 

Transport. — I  trust  the  Department  will  be  able  to  supply  me  with 
mules  or  oxen  very  shortly,  as  1  find  it  very  difficult  to  procure  transport  in 
town  or  elsewhere.  This  is  always  a  source  of  great  anxiety  to  me,  as  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  camp  depend  to  a  great  extent  upon  the 
transport.  Without  animals  it  is  impossible  to  remove  refuse  of  the  camp, 
which  hajs  to  be  carried  a  considerable  distance  to  the  depositing  site.  Mules 
Are  preferable  to  oxen,  as  there  is  no  grazing  for  the  latter,  and  the  former 
do  not  require  such  a  large  amount  of  food. 

Food  Supply. — With  the  exception  of  the  meat,  the  food  supplied  during 
the  month  has  been  of  excellent  quality.  The  meat  supplied  by  the  A.S.C. 
is,  however,  very  poor ;  but  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  one  takes 
into  consideration  the  long  distances  the  sheep  have  to  travel,  and  the  scanty 
grazing  to  be  obtained  along  the  road. 

Climate. — The  weather  during  the  past  month  has  been  exceptionally 
mild,  and,  as  a  result,  the  health  of  the  camp  has  considerably  improved,  the 
number  of  cases  of  bronchitis  and  influento  being  now  very  small. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Camp. — Notwithstandingthedifficulty  of  obtaining 
transport,  the  camp  is  kept  fairly  clean,  WheelbaiTOWs  would  be  very  useful, 
and  these  I  have  requisitioned  for ;  but  in  the  meantime,  have  improvised 
conveyances  out  of  coffee  cases  with  wheels  for  the  removal  of  rubbish. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  are  excellent,  and  the  contractor  fulfils  the 
contract  made  with  him  last  month  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  There  are  three 
different  camps,  each  well  supplied  with  all  necessary  sanitary  facilities.  It 
is,  however,  very  difficult  to  get  these  people  to  observe  hygienic  rules,  and 
they  have  to  be  continually  watched  in  order  to  prevent  them  committing 
nuisances  within  the  precincts  of  the  camp. 

Arrangements  for  Treatment  of  the  Sick. — The  doctor  visits  the  hospital 
every  morning,  and  sometimes  twice  a  day  when  necessary.  For  an  hour  or 
£0  he  attends  at  the  tent  set  apart  for  a  "  chemist's  shop  "  and  "  surgery  "  to 
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prescribe  for  those  who  are  indisposed.  The  rest  of  his  time  is  taken  up  in 
visiting  the  sick  in  camp  whose  ailments  are  not  so  serious  as  to  necessitate 
their  being  sent  to  the  hospital. 

Large  quantities  of  milk  and  broth  are  distributed  daily  to  the  sick  and 
needy. 

Committees, — I  appointed  Tent  Inspectors,  whose  duty  it  was  to  report 
any  cases  of  illness  among  the  families  to  the  doctor,  but  I  found  them  of 
little  use,  so  discharged  tnem.  There  are  no  local  committees  at  work  here, 
nor  do  I  think  them  necessary. 

Hospital  and  Staff. — The  hospital  consists  of  four  large  marquees,  capable 
of  holding  48  beds.  The  staft*  comprises  the  M.O.,  matron  in  charge,  and  four 
probationers,  and  there  are  also  eight  other  probationers  who  can  be  called 
any  time  when  required.  There  is  no  other  nursing  organization  here,  nor 
do  I  think  such  is  required,  as  the  hospital  staff  are  quite  capable  of 
performing  all  the  duties  required  of  them. 

The  following  medical  comforts  have  been  issued  during  the  month  : — 

Condensed  milk      . .  . .  . .  . .  1,300  tins. 

Fresh  milk  . .          . .  . .  . .  . .  300  bottles. 

Oatmeal       .  •          . .  . .  • .  . .  14  lbs. 

Liebeg's  extract      . .  . .  . .  . .  60  tins. 

Bovril           . .          . .  • .  , .  . .  24  pots. 

Sugar           160  D;.s. 

Quaker  oats             , .  . .  . .  . .  24    „ 

Brand's  essence       . .  . .  . .  . .  24  pots. 

Arrowroot   . .          . .  . .  . .  . .  24  lbs. 

Brandy,  12  bottles. .  . .  . .  . .  I  case. 

Port  wine,  12  bottles  . .  . .  . .  1 


>> 


The  Netherlands  Bystand  Fonds  received  their  consignment  of  blankets, 
and  issued  400  to  people  in  camp,  and  also  50  from  those  received  from 
Pretoria.  They  have  also  issued  flannellette  and  clothing  to  indigents  against 
the  above  ftind.  A  further  supply  of  flannellette  and  dress  material  for  the 
women  and  children  would  be  very  acceptable. 

Public  Worship. — I  have  two  large  marquees  pitched- in  camp  for  publio 
worship  for  camp  people  only.  Reverend  Theron,  living  •  in  town,  is  the 
spiritual  adviser,  and  has  been  holding  a  course  of  Evangelical  services  in 
camp  for  the  past  month,  and  will  be  stationed  here  for  some  time  to  come. 
A.  M.  Strydom,  living  in  camp,  acts  as  minister  to  funerals,  prayer 
meetings,  etc. 

School  Accommodation. — There  is  no  accommodation  in  camp,  but  the 
old  Dopper  Church,  just  outside,  has  been  requisitioned  by  the  Education 
Department.  There  is  a  headmaster  with  five  assistants,  and  a  large  marquee 
has  been  erected  for  kindergarten.     The  attendance  is  about  300. 

Condition  of  Ai^vals. — The  condition  of  women  and  children  captured 
on  commando  and  sent  into  camp  is  pitiable  in  the  extreme.  They  arrive 
here  with  nothing,  and  report  the  destruction  of  even  their  matresses  and 
blankets.  This,  of  course,  necessitates  the  issuing  of  blankets,  etc.,  to  them, 
considerably  increases  the  expenditure  of  the  department. 

Poynton's  Shop. — I  have  had  every  assistance  from  this  firm,  and  have 
nothing  to  complain  about  regiirding  the  store.  I  can  always  obtain 
blankets,  etc.,  when  necessary. 

Yours  faithftiUy,  -    ' 

(Signed)  A.  A.  ALLISON. 


(7925)  Q  2 
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IBENE. 


Statistical  Retubn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Irene,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


Men. 

Wcimen. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children, 

In  Camp,  1st  June,  1001 
Arrivals 
Births          

1,146 
156 

:    1,435 

288 

•    1,766     i 
'      378     ! 
:       18    : 

1,302 
134 

1.728 

9  1fi2 

Departures 

Deaths        

127 

7 

88 
14 

!       125     ' 
110 

1 

1 

102    '      235 

i 

• 

In  camp  30.6.1901         

1,168 

1.621 

1,927 

Sick  in  Camp. 


W'^ewk  ending    7.     6.     01 


Men. 


30 
39 
41 
44 


Women.  I  Children. 


64 
56 

69 
87 


160 
242 

264 

297 


Deaths. 


Under  1  month 

Betweeen  1  month  and  1  year  • 

„        1  year  and  12  years  . 

„      12  years  and  40  years. 

„      40       „       „    50      „    , 


50 


„    over 


Total 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 



i.-. 

5 

5 
1 

14 

9 
96 

1 

— 

— 

14 


110 


Nc^inRR  OF  Deaths,  undbb  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 79      Enteric 

Dianiioea     .  •         . .         . .  •  7  ;  Whooping  Cough 

Dysentery :  4      Influenza 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  25  '  Marasmus 


7  Heart  Disease      ..         ..  — 

2      Malaria 3 

—  .  Convulsions          «.         ..  2 

1  •  Blight's  Disease  .  •         . .  1 


(Signed)        N.  J.  SCHOLTZ, 

Camp  SuperinteDdeuT, 
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Burgher  Camp,  Irene. 

Medical  Report  for  the  Month  of  June,  1901. 

The  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camp,  Irene. 

For  this  month  there  is  a  high  death  rate  in  camp.     This  is  due : — 
^1)  To  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles ; 

(2)  To  the  great  difference  in  temperature  in  the  tent  during  the  day  and 

night; 

(3)  To  the  strong  superstitions  and  aversions  many  have  to  fresh  air  and 

clean  water ; 

(4)  To  camp  life — to  which  many  people  are  unaccustomed  ; 
To  the  diet — ^to  which  fresh  milk  is  absent,  also  fresh  vegetables  ; 
To  the  utter  callousness  and  helplessness  of  many  during  illness,  and 

their  belief  in  all  kinds  of  disgusting  remedies  ; 
(7)  None  will  help  another. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  are  well  carried  out,  but  it  will  take  centuries 
to  instil  hygienic  principles  into  many  of  the  people.  Specimens  of  the  water 
supply  to  the  camp  have  been  analysed,  and  a  favourable  report  given. 

The  hospital  is  becoming  more  popular,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  brick  hospital  is  progressing  in  construction. 

The  dispensary  is  well  conducted  under  Mr.  Hill,  a  qualified  dispenser, 
assisted  by  two  compounders. 

(Signed)        G.  B.  WOODROFFE, 

M.O. 
Irene,  2nd  July,  l.^Ol. 


Bnrgher  Camp,  Irene. 
Report  for  the  Month  of  June,  1901, 

New  Arrivals. — The  new  annvals  during  the  month,  numbering  822 
persons,  came  chiefly  from  the  districts  of  Rustenburg  and  Pretoria.  These 
people  were  in  a  very  poor  condition,  many  of  them  suffering  from  malaria, 
or  having  the  seeds  of  malaria  in  them ;  others  ^  b^ing  in  a  ragged  state  as 
regards  their  clothing.  A  considerable  number  *of  the  more  thrifty  ones 
brought  wagon  boxes,  and  other -light  tuunks  containing  clothing  and  other 
odds  and  ends  with  them,  but'  liiost  of  them  were  badly  provided  Avith 
bedding.  The  children  in  partifSj^jj^eiRft  feeble,  thin,  and  debilitated,  and 
greatly  in  want  of  warm  clothes,    -^ff  '  ' 

Drj/  Canteen. — Of  late  this  flKms^^  been  doing  very  well.  Several 
ooDsignments  of  clothing,  underclothing,  etc.,  arrived  auring  the  month,  and 
although  all  requirements  were  not  actually  fully  met,  the  store  has  been  of  great 
assistance.  A  large  number  of  blankets  have  been .  received  and  distributed 
on  the  requisition  of  the  Superintendent.  The  class  of  clothing  supplied  by 
the  canteen  has  been  somewhat  expensive,  and  the  manager  has  been  requested 
to  remedy  this  by  importing  less  expensive  material,  more  suited  to  the 
requirements  and  means  of  the  inmates.  Owing  to  many  of  the  people  having 
been  in  camp  for  nearly  six  months,  their  clothes  are  very  much  worn,  and 
the  demand  for  free  distribution  has  been  very  great.  This  demand  has  been 
considerably  increased  by  the  arrival  of  the  people  Bent  here  from  the  Bush- 
veld  and  other  parts  of  Northern  Transvaal 

Sick. — The  hospital  contains  40  beds.  Two  medical  men,  a  matron^ 
two  trained  nurses  and  five  probationers,  one  qualified  dispenser  and  two 
assistants,  form  the  hospital  staff.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  six 
volunteer  nurses,  each  of  whom  has  an  area  allotted  to  her  as  her  sphere  of 
labour  for  enquiring  into  the  wants — ^medical  and  otherwise— of  the  people^ 
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Local  committees  have  been  tried,  but  the  ladies  who  were  best  fitted  to  serve 
on  such  committees  absolutely  declined  to  act,  owing  to  the  mixed  and 
abusive  class  of  people  to  be  dealt  with  ;  they  found  it  more  than  they  could 
endure  to  listen  to  the  abuse  and  railing  of  the  lower-class  refugees,  who 
clamoured  for  things  out  of  reason,  and  whose  demands  seemed  to  know  no 
bounds. 

The  following  medical  comforts  have  been  issued  during  the  month  : — 

Mealey  meal         370  lbs. 

S?igo  580  „ 

Arrowroot. .  . .  • .  . .  . .  33     „ 

Pearl  barley  312  „ 

Cornflour  . .  . .  • .  . .  .  *  95    „ 

Jelly  . .  • .  • .  . .  . .  48  packets. 

Beef  tea     . .  , .  . .  • .  . .  85  tins. 

Cocoa         •  •  .  •  • .  •  •  .  •  1 5    „ 

Oatmeal 150  lbs. 

Brandy      . .  . .  • .  .  •  . .  35  bottles. 

Port  wine 22       „ 

Rice  80  lbs. 

Candles      . .  . .  .  •  • .  . .  45  single. 

Milk  103^  cases. 

Blankets. — Up  to  the  end  of  June  2,079  have  been  issued.  During  June 
alone  562  were  given  out.  In  addition  to  this,  750  sheepskins,  and  over  1,000 
empty  bags  and  canvas  coverings  were  distributed. 

A  large  quantity  of  shirting,  dress  stuffs,  flannelette,  socks  and  stockings, 
and  a  few  men's  suits  have  been  given  to  those  most  needing  such  things. 

Visitors  and  members  of  the  ladies'  committees  in  Pretoria  have 
brought  parcels  of  cl  >thes  every  week,  and  have  distributed  the  articles  to  the 
refugees  after  careful  enquiry  as  to  the  merits  and  necessities  of  the 
recipients. 

Public  Worship. — Four  large  store  tents  have  been  erected  for  the  use  of 
the  day  school ;  these  are  used  for  religious  meetings  by  members  of  the 
Keforraed  Church.  They  prefer  these  to  a  building  50  feet  lon^  which  is 
available,  and  which  is  used  by  those  who  belong  to  the  Church  of  England. 

There  are  two  sections  of  the  Dutch  Church  here,  k[;o\vu  as  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  and  the  Dopper  Church.  The  spiritual  advisers  of  the 
former  ai-e  the  Rev.  Bosman  from  Pretoria  and  the  Rev.  du  Preez  from 
Pietersburg,  now  residing  in  Pretoria.  These  gentlemen  visit  the  camp  on 
alternate  Fridays.  The  spiritual  advisers  of  the  Dopper  persuasion  ai-e  two 
elders  of  the  Church  in  Pi-etoria,  who  come  out  on  Sundays  and  hold  service. 
The  English  services  are  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Richardson  in  the 
building  above  mentioned  ;  Mr.  Richardson  is  a  refugee  irom  Pietersburg. 

Education. — Schools  were  opened  in  this  camp  on  the  17ih  May,  after  a 
census  of  the  children  available  for  sol^ol  purposes  was  taken.  The  number 
of  children  between  nine  and  sixteen  w^fTbund  to  be  990.  Since  then  several 
additions  of  families  have  been  made  to^e  camp,  and  the  number  of  children 
has  increased  thereby  by  about  200.  Of  this  number  about  20  per  cent,  are 
kept  from  attending  school  either  on  account  of  iUness  in  their  tents  or  because 
their  services  are  required  by  their  parents  in  doing  domestic  duties.  Many 
are  kept  away  from  the  school — their  parents  being  unwilling  to  allow  them 
to  come  into  contact  with  those  whose  brothers  or  sisters  have  the  measles. 

With  a  variety  of  other  reasons,  such  as  a  floating  population,  parents 
unwilling  to  have  their  children  taught  English,  it  was  considered  possible  to 
expect  an  attendance  of  about  500.  Up  to  the  present  time  there  are  260 
children  on  the  register,  of  which  136  are  boys  and  124  girls,  with  an 
average  daily  attendance  of  230.  To  accommodate  these  children  there  were 
four  sheltei^,  ei\ch  4S  feet  X  16  feet,  containing  9,000  cubic  feet,  and 
capable  of  accommodating  60  children  each.  In  addition  to  this  there  is  a 
school  room,  50  feut  X  16  feet,  capable  of  accommodating  about  the  same 
number  of  children.  The  situation  of  these  shelters  is  good,  being  outside 
the  regular  camp,  and  not  too  far  from  the  sanitarj'  arrangements.  The  staff 
consists  of  seven  teachers,  of  whom  two  are  refugees,  viz.  :  the  Rev.  J.  6. 
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Richardson  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Smit,  a  matriculated  student  of  the  Cape  Uni- 
versity. Four  of  the  non-refugee  teachers  are  ladies  from  Pretoria,  namely — 
Miss  Weeber,  Miss  Wright,  Miss  Bosman,  and  Miss  Scroby.  These  teachers 
are  all  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Leibbrandt,  the  head  teacher. 

It  is  anticipated  that  when  the  school  furniture  is  completed,  the  original 
estimate  of  500  in  daily  attendance  will  be  very  nearly  reached.  Desks  and 
benches  are  being  made  by  some  of  the  burghers  who  have  a  fair  knowledge 
of  carpentering.     They  are  paid  25.  6c?.  per  diem  for  such  work. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — The  remarks  under  this  head  in  the  Report  for 
last  month  are  applicable  now — a  large  section  of  the  people— particularly 
those  from  the  Bush  veld  and  the  back  country  parts,  are  most  negligent  of  all 
hygienic  rules,  and  I  fear  will  not  be  able  to  understand  the  great  need  of 
such  observances  while  the  camp  lasts. 

Stores. — The  quality  of  food  stuffs  has  been  excellent,  and  there  has  been 
no  scarcity. 

The  meat  supply  has  been  a  source  of  some  trouble  on  account  of  the 
poorness  of  the  sheep,  but  on  the  whole  there  has  been  no  real  ground  of 
complaint. 

Wood  Supply. — Since  getting  wood  from  *Nylstroom  the  supply  has  been 
much  more  satisfactory  than  heretofore.  A  supplementary  supply  is  obtained 
from  Oliphantsfontein.  Coal  has  been  received  regularly  in  sufficient 
quantity. 

Deserters.-^DuTing  the  past  month  nine  men  deserted,  and  presumably 
rejoined  the  commando  of  Boers  in  the  neighbourhood. 

(Signed)  N.  J.  SCHOLTZ, 

Superintendent. 


JOHANNESBURG. 


Statistical  Keturn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Johannesburg,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.6.1901         

Arrivals 

Births         

568 
166 

1,200 
103 

1,467 

140 

11 

729 

40 

1,303 
67 

1,618 

Departui-es 

Deaths        

3S 
2 

61 
6 

80 
33 

•• 

•• 

•• 

In  Gamp,  30.6.1901 

689 

1,236 

1,505 

Sick  in  Camp. 


01          

„                     ••                  ..                  ••                 ••                  ••                 •• 

Total        

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Weekendmg    7.    6. 

19               14.      „ 

21.     „ 

)»           28.    „ 

1 

1 

2 

3 
4 

10 
10 
11 

7 

2 

9 

38 
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Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children, 

Under  I  month    .  • 

Between  1  month  and  1  year     . . 

„       1  year  and  13  years 

„     12  years  and  40  years 

„     40      „      „    50      „      . . 

„     50      „      „    over         

2 

1 
2 
8 

6 

6 

17 

4 

Total         

2 

6 

33 

NnuBER  OF  Deaths,  ukder  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

;  14 

Influenza 

—   ,  Asthenia 

2 

Diarrhoea     ..         ..         .. 

2 

Marasmus 

3      Inanition 

5 

Dysentery 

Childbirth 

2  1'  Convulsions 

2 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

5 

Croup 

1 

Old  Age 

8 

Enteric        

1 

Heart  Disease  . . 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Phthisis 

1 

(Signed)  A.  NOBLE, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Johannesburg. 
Report  for  Month  of  June,  1901. 

Sick. — All  refiigees  that  are  suffering  from  sickness  of  a  mild  nature 
are  treated  by  the  medical  oflScer  in  the  tents  and  houses  in  which  they  live, 
whereas  the  more  serious  cases  are  removed  to  the  camp  hospital  The 
medical  officer  attends  at  the  camp  dispensary  at  fixed  hours  in  the  morning 
and  afternoon,  and  prescribes  for  all  minor  cases  that  come  to  see  him. 

The  camp  hospital  is  a  spacious,  lofty,  and  very  airy  building,  55  feet 
long,  27  feet  wide,  and  20  feet  high.  It  contains  24  beds,  all  well  furnished, 
and  is  amply  provided  with  all  necessaries  for  medical  and  nursing  purposes, 
and  makes  an  admirable  hospital.  A  good  kitchen  and  a  furnace  for  the 
destruction  of  typhoid  stools  are  attached.  Adult  males  who  may  be  ill  are 
treated  in  bell  tents,  with  double  canvas,  adjoining  the  main  building. 

The  Hospital  Staff  consists  of  one  doctor,  one  dispenser,  two  nurses,  and 
four  Dutch  assistants,  taken  from  among  the  refugees. 

Avxiliai-y  Nurses. — There  is  another  nursing  establishment.  The 
medical  officer  has  organised  a  staff  of  eight  probationers  from  among  the 
refiigees.  These  young  ladies,  who  are  working  gratuitously  under  the 
medical  officer,  are  aided  by  three  paid  nurses  supplied  by  the  Dutch  Church 
Committee.  The  duty  of  this  staff  is  to  visit  each  tent  or  habitation  every 
morning,  prepare  a  list  of  the  sick,  and  personally  conduct  the  medical  officer 
to  these  patients.  They  make  themselves  familiar  with  the  wants  of  the 
refiigees,  and  distribute  the  medical  comforts,  blankets,  and  clothing,  and 
nurse  the  sick.  The  medical  officer  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  good 
work  done  by  these  volunteers,  and  of  their  loyalty  to  him  and  to  the 
camp  staff. 
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Medical  Comfwts  issued  during  the  month  were  :— 

Brandy      62|^  ozs. 

Port  wine..,         ...         ...         ...         ...  26      „ 

Milk  (condensed) 1,941  tins. 

Milk  (fresh)          618  bottles. 

Bovril        240  oz.  tins. 

Arrowroot 70  lbs. 

Soap           ...         ...         ...         ..«         ...  4,030  bars. 

Candles     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  97  packets. 

Meat          ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  650  lbs. 

butter,  bacon,  cocoa,  jellies,  jams,  tea,  oatmeal,  and  other  sundries. 

Dry  Canteen. — This  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  inmates,  as  they 
have  been  able  to  provide  themselves  with  many  extras  in  the  way  of 
groceries,  and  have  moreover  bought  warm  clothing  to  a  considerable  amount. 
The  canteen  was  opened  on  the  22nd  April,  and  the  purchases  made  by 
refugees  amount  to  £3,823  14^.  Zd.  Of  tms  amount  about  three-fifths  were 
spent  in  groceries  and  the  remainder  in  clothing. 

Hdigious  Services. — On  Sunday  mornings  Sunday  School  is  held  at  10.30, 
under  the  superintendence  of  a  Mr.  Le  Boux,  a  member  of  the  Johannesburg 
Dutch  Church.  A  service  is  held  on  Sunday  afternoon  at  3  o'clock  and  is 
well  attended. 

Every  evening  Prayer  Meetings  are  held  in  8  or  10  places  in  the  camp, 
generally  presided  over  by  an  elder  or  deacon  of  the  Dutch  Church.  The 
spiritual  advisers  of  the  refugees  are  the  Bevds.  Dempers,  Meiring,  Nel,  and 
Theron,  all  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Church. 

School  Accommmatioii  consists  of  the  platform  in  the  grand  stand  of  the 
race  course,  about  75  feet  X  15  feet,  and  4  marquees  provided  by  the 
Educational  Department. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  roll  is         •..         ^.      310. 
The  average  attendance  is •••       289. 

Staff. — 1  supervisor  and  5  teachers. 

The  Sanitation  of  the  camp  comes  under  the  Mines  Sanitation  Depart- 
ment. Pails  are  used,  and  the  removal  is  done  by  contractors ;  slop  tanks  are 
provided,  10  for  the  6  large  sheds  and  1  for  every  49  tents.  The  contents 
are  removed  by  the  contractors  daily.  Dust  bins  are  also  provided  and  are 
used  by  the  neople  for  depositing  rubbish  for  removal.  Three  Scotch  carts  . 
are  constantly  at  work  removing  refuse*  The  inhabitants  of  this  camp  are 
utterly  ignorant  of  hygienic  rules,  and  it  is  most  difficult  to  make  them 
observe  the  simplest  of  them.  Six  men  are  constantly  on  the  watch  to  see 
that  they  use  the  facilities  provided  for  keeping  the  camp  clean. 

New  Arrivals. — ^As  regards  clothing,  the  people  arriving  are  generally 
very  badly  oflP,  very  few  of  them  being  provided  with  anything  more  than  is 
necessary  for  camp  life  of  the  shortest  duration.  Many  of  the  men  came  here 
with  absolutely  nothing  but  what  they  stood  in.  Those  who  had  any  money, 
or  had  homes  in  Johannesburg,  have  provided  themselves  with  articles  of 
which  they  were  in  most  need. 

MUitaiy  Grovemor^s  Visit. — The  only  event  to  break  the  monotony  o^ 
camp  life  which  occurred  during  the  month  was  the  welcome  visit  of  His 
Excellency  the  Military  Governor,  which  took  place  on  the  16th.  He  wns 
taken  all  through  the  camp,  and  discussed  various  matters  connected  with  the 
welfare  of  the  people  here.  On  leaving  he  was  kind  enough  to  express  satis- 
fSsu^ion  at  the  conoition  of  the  camp. 

Voluntary  Surrenders. — The  men  who  were  sent  here  from  Green  Point 
and  Ladysmith  have  expressed  much  disappointment  at  not  being  permitted 
to  return  to  their  houses,  as  they  seem  to  have  concluded  from  the  fact  that, 
when  they  were  released  from  those  detention  camps,  that  they  were  to  be 
allowed  to  do  so.  These  men  are  the  least  contented  inmates  of  the  cfimp, 
and  give  more  trouble  to  the  officials  than  any  other  class  of  the  refugees. 

Jiations.'--'T!he  average  number  drawing  rations  during  the  month  is  as 
follows : — 


Euix>peans 

656  men,       1,215  women. 

1,472  children, 

Natives 

16 

925) 

11 

r\:«:+:-,.-.^  u 
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Food  /SwppZy.— There  has  been  a  good  supply  pf  flour  of  good. qmlity,  but 
the  supply  of  sugar  and  coffee  has  not  been  quite  so  satisfactory.  It  has  been 
necessary  to  purchase  a  large  Quantity  of  both  articles  locally, '  No  complaints 
have  been  made  in  regard  to  tne  quality  of  any  of -the  articles  supplied  during 
the  month. 

The  slaughter  ^tock,  however,  Which*  is  supplied  by  the  rtock  dep6t,  has 
been  very  poor,  and  the  condition  of  the  meat  supplied' has  in  consequence 
been  uninviting  to  the  ordinary  ap][Mtite.  *  * 

The  Medical  Officer's  report  is'  as  follows  : —    *  •  ; 

The  general  health  has  been  excellent  during  the  past  month;  although 
there  were  a  large  number  of  ca43el^  of  influenza*  and  feverish  colds.  These 
fortunately  were  very  mild  in  character.  '   .   * 

The  visitation  of  measles  has  at  last  ended,  in  its  epidemic  form.  There 
at-e  fresh  cases  always  cropping  up,  but  these  are,  I  am  glad  to  say,  usually  of 
a  most  harmless  type.  The  deaths  that  have  taken  place  from  measles  during 
the  month  were  from  old  cases,  relics  of  the  epidemic  .      j  v 

Whooping  Cough  has  made  its  appearance  in  different  partS:  of  the  ii^tiiip^ 
notwithstanding,  all  efforts  to  isolate  the  primary  cases.  It  is  not  of  a  virulent 
character,  and,  so  far,  has  caused  no  mortality- 

A  few  cases  of  enteric  fever  have  arisen.  How  these  originated  is  diflfcujt 
to  tell,  but,  as  the  refugees  enjoy  a-  good  deal  of  liberty,  it  is.almosb  certain 
the  infeotioi^  came  from  outside  the  camp. 

Our  water  supply  is  of  excellent  quality.  .  ' 

A  further  supply  of  clothing  for'  women  and'  ciiildrenlifi  now  necessary;. 
The  issuing  of  flannellette,  to  be  made  by  the  women  themselves,,  has  prpyed  a 
great  success,  and  I  strongly  urge  that  more  material  be  suppliedH-npJ:.  ready.^ 
made  clothing — especially  for  Uiaking  underclothes.  I  am  sendihg.  in  a  vequi- 
sition  with  all  necessary  details  for'stuffs  and  (^antit^es.  , .         ,  r 

Boots  for  women  and  children  should  be  veldschoens*.  Yeidscho^n^  ajrp 
more  comfortable,  ^fit  better,  last  longer,  and  are-  more  easily  mei^ded  than 
ordinary  boots  and* shoes.**  '        , 

The  food  ra!tYons  are  stilT'bf  a  most  excellent  quality:  The  meat  is, 
unfortunately,  exceedingly  poor,  but,,  not  withstanding  that,  I  advide  it,to  be 
issued  in  preferenfce  to  tinned  meat.  Should  the  meat  continue  to  be  so  poor, 
I  strongly  recommend  the  serving  of  a  portion  of  fat  or  lard,,  which  T  coul^ 
distribute  as  a  medical  comfort.  r 

(Sgnd.)        HERBERT  CROOKS,'  . 

MO.        :, 


KRUaERSDORP. 


Statistical  Retuhjj  for  Burgher  Camp,  Krugersdorp,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


* 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

lUen. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.6.1901 

Arrivals      .,         ..         ..     ,   ^. 
Births         

815 
125 

551 
44U 

642 

602 

8 

•  440 
19 

9»1 
20 

1 

1,847 
,      87 

Departures 

Deaths        

19 

20 

29 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

In  Camp,  80.6.1901       

421 

971 

l,2l0. 
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Sici(  in.Oakp. 


irr^r    -^.  .    •  ,  .'  ^  .  -  . 

Mbn. 

Women, 

Children. 

jyeek: ending   ?•    6.,   01    •     •♦        .w.       .^  , 

«        ft       1*     „      „  ^        .,        ..        ••         ••        •• 

>»                  «              *^           ♦»            >»                   •  •                  •  •                  •  "                  •  • 

~ 

2 

"■"i 

Dkaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    . . ,..-.. 

'     „        1  year  and  12  years ..         .. 

»»      1*    »i      »>    ^     »»        •  •       '  •  •         •  •         •  •  '      •  •         •  • 

.,9      50    ,v     ,i    over  „ 

MINI 

^  , 

3 
5 

•Total        

— 

— 

8 

NcTMBBt^  or  Deaths,  iikder  Hsads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

9itofh<fi»  '  .4  •  \\  ^  . . 
Dysentery  ..  .,^  '  .. 
Pneumonia  and  Bronohitis. . 


Enteric  and  Starvation    . 
Whooping  Oongb,  Croup. 
Influenza   <• 
Marasmus  .>         . .  • 


fieart  Diseitise  . . 
Scalds  and  ^urns , 


(Signed)        P;  TOMLINSON, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp, 
' /^  ^^      >         -  '  ,  Krugei'^rp, 

^^'.      :^  .;  .  •  '  •  7th  July,  10OU 

Th6'(5eiieral  Superintendent, 
Pretoria. 
Sir,  '•'     •  •-  ;  •  -^  • 

I  b&ve  much  pleasure  in  forwarding  this,  my  first  Beport  on  the 
Knigersdorp  Camp. 

-^  *  Vamp  JSitiB,^-*-^£he  oamp  is  pitx^hed  on  sloping  ground  under  some  koppie^ 
east  of  Krugersdorp,  at  a  distance  of  three-quarters  of  a  mil^.  The  ground 
here  is  damp,  but  I  nave  had  deep  trenches  dug,  and  the  camp  thus  drained. 
This  work  of  neoessrty  has  been  expensive,  but  was  of  the  greatest  importance. 

Water  Supply. — ^This  has  caused  me. great  anxiety,  bat  I  have  now  had 
a  large  reservoir  built,  which  holds  sufficient  water  to  supply  the  whole  camp. 
Fearing  that  this  supply  will  not  be  sufficient  when  the  camp  increases,  I  have 
commenced' to  sink  a  well,  which,  at  a  depth  of  seven  feet,  gives  a  good  supply. 
With  these  two  sources,  it  should  be  possible  to  supply  the  demand  which 
will  in  all  probabilitv  be  made.  ^ 

Dam  and  WaMng  Sites. — A  dam  has  also  been  constructed,  and  sufficierii 
watenled  out  for.  the  WBOshine-'taaik*;  sik  of  which  are -(^mplpted,  and  10  mor^^ 
are '  in  course  of  building.     I'hese  tanks  will  be  of  the  greatest  sevvic©  md 
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convenience  to   reftigees,  as  there  is  no  other  water  available  for  waahing 
purposes  in  vicinity  of  the  camp.     The  cost  of  material  and  work  is  £44*^ 

Sanitm^y. — ^The  latrines,  6f  which  there  are  six,  are  placed  as  follows  :'— 
Four  in  centre  of  the  ciamp  and  two  at  the  east  end  for  convenience  when 
the  camp  is  enlarged. 

The  pail  system  is  in  vogue,  and  a  clearance  is  made  daily  by  the 
Knigersdorp  Sanitary  Board's  carte.  Cleanliness  is  strictly  enforced,  and 
those  who  disobey  hygienic  ruJes  are  severely  dealt  with. 

Church  and  Scnool. — The  church  tent,  a  large  one,  some  100  ft.  by  40  ft., 
and  capable  of  holding  over  500  worshippers,  is  erected  in  the  centre  of 
camp  and  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Dutch  Beformed  minister  of 
Krugersdorp.  Services  are  held  regularly,  the  spiritual  advisers  being  elders 
of  the  church  and  inmates  of  this  camp. 

The  church  tent  is  also  used  for  school  purposes  and  there  are  some  200 
children  attending,  with  five  teachers  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Mills  of 
the  Education  Department. 

Garden. — A  garden  has  been  commenced,  but  at  present  little  can  be 
planted  owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Cooking  Places. — Bricks  are  being  made  by  the  burghers,  and  when 
possible  a  number  of  ovens  will  be  erected  for  the  convenience  of  those  who 
nave  no  stoves. 

Hospital. — ^The  hospital  marquees,  eight  in  number,  are  pitched  north* 
east  of  the  camp,  and  near  them  a  buildmg  has  been  erected,  32'  X  12'  6", 
costing  £32,  and  consisting  of  three  rooms,  one  of  which  is  used  as  a 
dispensary  and  the  other  two  as  matron  s  and  nurses'  rooms.  A  kitchen  has 
also  been  built.  The  hospital  staff  consists  of  Dr.  Aymard,  Mrs.  Harnett 
(the  matron),  four  Dutch  girls,  and  one  orderly. 

Two  of  the  probationers  assist  the  doctor  in  a  tent-to-tent  visitation 
daily,  and  all  cases  of  illness  and  distress  are  reported  to  him. 

Local  Committee. — The  local  committee  have  been  of  little  or  no  help, 
and  in  fact  they  were  so  irregular  in  their  visite  and  disinclined  to  follow  out 
my  instructions,  that  I  had  to  recjuest  them  to  discontinue  visiting.  I  find 
that  my  own  committee  people  m  camp  do  the  visiting  far  more  satis- 
factorily. 

Nursing^  etc. — Up  to  the  present  no  other  nursing  organisation  has  been 
necessary. 

There  are  only  two  cases  in  hospital. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  camp  there  have  only  been  eight  deaths,  of 
which  three  were  from  starvation,  the  patients  havmg  been  brought  into 
camp  in  a  dying  condition. 

The  death  rate  for  June  was  barely  3  per  1,000. 

The  medical  ofl^eer  spends  from  four  to  five  hours  daily  in  the  camp, 
which  he  visits  both  morning  and  evening. 

Medical  Comforts. — Medical  comforts,  such  as  milk,  meat  extracte,  arrow- 
root, rice,  butter,  tea,  jam,  cornflour,  quaker  oate,  brandy,  port  wine,  biscuits 
and  soup  are  freely  supplied  on  the  doctor's  order,  and  the  distribution  I 
personally  supervise. 

Accommodation. — At  present  the  camp  is  overcrowded,  the  tents  which 
were  indented  for  not  having  yet  come  to  hand.  As  soon  as  these  arrive, 
however,  there  will  be  plenty  of  room  for  all  the  families. 

Blankets. — I  have  now  issued  600  blankets  to  the  indigentB,  and  other- 
wise made  them  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

Nearly  250  camp  kettles  have  also  been  issued. 

Store. — The  store  built  in  the  first  place  is  now  quite  inadequate  for  our 
requiremente,  so  I  am  having  it  enlarged,  allowing  for  an  influx  of  another 
2,000  refugees. 

This  I  trust  has  your  approval. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  record  my  deep  appreciation  of  the  great 
help  accorded  me  by  the  Military  Authorities  here,  especially  the  Commandant 
and  Brigade-Major^  who  on  all  occasions  have  rendered  me  the  most  willing 
assistance. 

Poynt6n  Bro^. — So  far  ^Poynton's  store  hae  Tbeen  of  very  litde  use  td 
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me,  as  there  is  no  stock  of  any  value,  at  least  not  for  the  requirements  of  the 
people.  The  goods  were  so  dear  that  I  had  to  remonstrate  with  th?iv 
manager,  who  then  reduced  the  prices. 

I  am, 
Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  P.  TOMLINSON, 

Superintendent, 


Ki^ugersdorp^ 

5th  July,  1901, 
The  S.O., 

Burgher  Camp, 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  consider  the  health  of  the  camp 
to  be  very  good* 

The  water  supply  is  good. 
The  latrine  arrangements  answer  very  well. 

The  hospital  is  in  a  forward  condition  and  when  properly  equipped  will 
be  of  great  service. 

At  present  I  am  only  aware  of  one  positive  case  of  typhoid  fever — this 
is  now  isolated,  and  the  necessary  precautions  are  being  taken. 
The  death  rate  is  very  small,  scarcely  3  per  thousand. 
The  question  of  vaccination  will  have  to  be  considered  owing  to  the 
outbreak  of  smallpox  at  Boksburg,  and  as  a  precautionary  means. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  J.  U  A.  AYMAKD, 

Surgeon  to  Burgher  Camp, 
Krugersdorp. 


KLEBKSDOBR 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Klerksdorp,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


Men. 

•  • 
IN 

Women. 

1 
•Children. 

t 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp  1.6.1901          

Arrivals 

Birtlw         ..         

S35 

1      .. 
489 
4 

267 

719 
855 

978  ' 

• 

76 
2 

148 
2 

■57 

11 

DepartLrer* 

Deaths        ..         

411 

78 

1,074 
150 

1,471 

les 

•  • 

•  • 

•     • 

In  Camp  .S0.6  1901        

333 

924 

1,303 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 

Womed. 

Children. 

Weekending   7.    6.   OX          

91          •»       14.    ■„      „             .  •          . .         •  •          •  •          •  •         • . 

•  f                      ,1                ^4.         „              y,                               .,                       ,.                       ••                       ••                       ••                       .. 

t)               ♦»          27.      t9»9                   ••               ..               ••              ••               ••               •• 

2 
4 

1 

1 

5 

3 
3 
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Deaths. 


Men.  '  Women; 

Children. 

Under  1  month ..         *L      ' 

Between  1  month  and  1  year  "  /.         . .         . .         

,,       1  year  and  12  yearg 

„       40  „      „    50     „ 

„       50   „      „    over          

1 
1 

2 

11 

.        Total 

2 

2 

11 

Number  of  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea   . . 

Dysentery . .         . .      '   . 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

Enteric 


Whooping  Cough 

Influenza « • 

Marasmus 
4  j  Nephritis  . . 
2      Heart  Disease     . . 


Dentition. . 
Membranous  Croup 
Meningitis  ^         /. 

Phthisis    .J       V. 


1 
2 

1 
1 


(Si^ed)  H.  W.  HOWARD, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Klerksdarp, 

7th  July,  IWlc 
Report  for  June,  1901. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  Report'  for  the  month  of  June  as  follows  : — 

Treatment  of  the  Sick. — ^The  medical  officer  attends  daily  to  the  sick  at 
the  camp,  and  all  prescriptions  and  orders  for  medical  comforts  are  despatched 
at  once  to  the  compounder  by  orderlies,  who  issue  the  medicines  and  comforts 
under  the  direction  of  an  overseer  to  the  right  parties.  Serious  cases  are  at 
once  removed  to  the  hospital  on  the  M.O.'s  order.  Cases  of  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  and  other  diseases  requiring  isolation,  are  placed  in  marquees  removed 
at  convenient  distances  from  C8.mp,  as  directed  by  the  M.O. 

Committees  for  Visiting  the  Sick. — Overseers  are  appointed  to  visit  each 
tent  daily  before  the  arrival  at  the  camp  of  the  M.O.,  and  all  sick  warned  to 
attend  at  the  M.O.'^  tent,  except  serious  cases  and  those  requiring  special 
treatment,  in  which  cases  the  tents  are  noted  and  visited  by  the  M.O.  without 
delay.  The  midwife  attends  to  cases  in  her  department,  and  is  always  at  the 
disposal  of  any  case  requiring  attention,  whether  by  night  or  day,  and  any 
sudden  illness  occurring  is  immediately  reported  to  the  M.O. 

Local  Visiting  Committees. — This  work  is  performed  by  the  overseers  and 
midwife,  and  carried  out  as  above  stated. 

Hospital  Accommodation, — If  necessary,  about  60  patients  could  be 
accommodated  in  the  Exchange  building,  which  is  used  as  the  hospital,  and 
another  50  in  mai*quees,  of  which  I  have  a  sufficient  number. 

Hospital  Sta^ff. — This  is  composed  of  the — 

Medical  Officer         . ,  . .         Dr.  Russell. 


Compounder. . 
Matron 
Nurse 

Probationer  (Refugee) 
Other  Nursi7ig   Organisation. — No 


Mr.  Rubin. 
Miss  Broadhurst. 
Miss  Dorey. 
Miss  Lummer. 
other    nursing    staif   is   employed. 


Relatives  attend  to  their  own  sick  jii  camp  under  the  supervision  of  the  M.O. 
Jjistnbution  of  Blankets  and  Clothing. — Previous  to  June,  232  blankets 
have  been  issued,  and  during  June,  203— a  total  of  435.  No  clothing  has 
been  received  for  distribution.  Orders  on  Messrs.  Poynton  Bros,  for  clothing 
have  been  issued  to  the  most  needy,  to  ^he  value  of  £50,  which  amount  I,  was 
authorised  to  expend  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Burgher  Camps  Relief  Fund. 
Accoimts  for  these  orders  have  not  yet  bcjn  ^ent  i^^  ty  the  fira^  mentioned. 
No  voluutary  gifts  have  been  made,  ^ 
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Public  Worship. — The  school  house,  Old  Dutch  Church,  and  a  marquee 
have  been  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  the  officiating  laymen  being  Mr.  Hesse, 
Mr.  Smook,  and  Mr.  de  Wet.  Sunday  schools  are  also  conducted  by  the 
first  named,  assisted  by  ladies  from  the  canap  and  town. 

Schools. — The  accommodation  consists  of  the  Government  school  house 
a^^d  the  Old  Dutch  Church,     The  attendance — 


Refugees 
Non-refugees 


Totftl 


Boys. 


165 


194 


Girls. 


223 

29 


252 


Total 


386 
.56 


446 


School  Staff. — Head  teacher,  Mtj  Hesse ;  assisted  by  Miss  Cawood,  Miss 
Teengs,  Miss  D.  Jooste,  Miss  M.  Cawood,  Miss  J.  Jooste,  Miss  Firsteo,  Miss 
Lelyveld,  Miss  Boshoff,  and  Miss  du  Toit. 

.  Sanitary  Arrangements. — Nine  buildings,  containing  a  total  number  of 
76  buckets,  are  placed  at  convenient  distances  from  camp  in  accordance  with 
the  M«0.'s  instructions.  Buckets  are  emptied  daily,  and  the  seats  scrubbed 
regularly^  in  some  instances  twice  daily.  Two  burgher  women  attend  to  the 
women's  latrines  and  instruct  newcomers  as  to  sanitary  regulations,  the  men  8 
having  the  attention  of  the  men  overseers.  There  is  very  great  difficulty  in 
getting  thepeople  to  comply  with  the  regulations,  and  constant  watch  has  to 
,be  kept.  Those  acquainted  with  Boer  cliaracter  and  habits  will  understand 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  inducing  the  people  to  observe  sanitary  rules. 

All  refuse  is  removed  from  camp  daily  to  depositing  sites,  from  whence  it 
is  taken  away  in  wagons. 

Condition  of  the  People  on  arriving.-^MaXij  arrive  with  little  more  than 
they  have  on  their  backs,  some  without  bedding,  others  without  pots  or 
kettles,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  with  ^o  bedsteads.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  number  were  allpwed  to  bring  most  of  their  furniture,  including  organs  and 
pianos,  which  latter  might  well  have  been  left  behind.  I  consider  sufficient 
clothing,  cooking  utensils,  and  bedding  are  not  allowed  to  the  people,  many 
of  whom  state  that  the  clothing  is  taken  away  from  them  and  burnt  in 
consequence  of  insufficient  transport.  The  necessity  of  supplying  their  wants 
entails  a  great  deal  of  needless  expense  to  the  department. 

PoynUm's  Shop. — Owing  to  this  firm  not  having  a  sufficiently  varied 
stock,  very  little  benefi^t  has  been  derived  from  this.  Weeks  have  passed 
without  their  baling  able  to  supply  the  ordinary  necessary  articles.  When 
blankets  were  very  much  needed,  none  were  obtainable.  A  few  rugs  could 
be  had  at  high  prices,  but  their  stock  of  clothing  has  been  very  limited, 
Messrs.  Poynton,.  however,  are  not  wholly  to  blame,  as  the  delay  has  been 
caused  principally  by  their  inability  to  obtain  trucks. 

During  the  past  month  wppd  parties  were  sent  to  Macharie  for  fuel,  and 
a  number  of  truck  loads  stacked,  three  loads  of  which  were  burnt  when  the 
train  was  wrecked  by  the  Boers;  the  remainder  \fras  recovered  a  few. days 
ago.  Attached  to  this  particular  train  was  a  truck  containing  tents  for  this 
camp.  These  suffered  the  same  fate  as  the  wood,  and,  in  consequence,  the 
women  and  children  in  camp  had  to  endure  considerable  hardship  through  this 
action  of  their  male  relatives  and  friends.  . 

Foodi — With  the  assistance  of  the  A.S.C.  the  supply  of  food  stuffs  has 
been  maintained,  and  the  quality  has  been  of  the  best,  with  the  exception  of 
the  meat,  which  is  very  poor,  chiefly,  owing  to  the  limited  grazing  area. 

CZiwiate.-^Unusually  warm  days  have  been  experienced,  but  at  night 
time,  and  particularly  in  the  early  morning,  the  air  is  very  keen.  Influenza 
is  running  its  course  in  the  camp,  and  has  likewise  attacked  members  of  tlie 
staff,  two  of  whom  were  confined  to  their  rooms  for  a  week. 

Surrenders. — A  few  surrendered  burghers  have  come  in  lately,  who  stsite  , 
that  many  others  are  watching  their  opportunity  to  follow. 

(Signed)        H.  W.  HOWARD, 

Superintendent 
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BurgJiei'  Camp,  Klerhsdorp. 
Medical  Report  for  June,  1901. 

Since  my  last  Report  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  refugees  accommodated,  which  has  necessarily  increased  the 
number  of  patients  and  the  death  rate  per  month,  although,  taking  into 
consideration  the  increase,  the  average  number  of  patients  remains  the  same, 
and  the  same  can  be  said  of  the  death  rate  also. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  has  been  excellently  arranged  for, 
and  consequently,  up  to  date,  there  has  been  no  outbreak  of  enteric,  and  but 
few  cajses  of  infection. 

As  is  usual  at  this  season,  the  sudden  changes  from  the  warm  days 
to  the  cold  frosty  nights  cause  influenza  and  pneumonia  in  adults,  and 
bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  dysentery  in  children,  and  these  account  for  the 
largest  number  of  deaths. 

The  rations  issued  and  the  water  supply  are  both  wholesome  and  of  good 
quality,  and  no  complaints  under  this  head  nave  been  received. 

In  respect  to  medical  comforts — ^milk  is  a  matter  that  has  received 
special  attention,  especially  as  regards  the  distribution  of  a  sufficient  quantity 
to  the  children.  In  respect  to  other  medical  comforts,  every  care  is  taken 
that,  while  they  are  issued  when  necessary,  no  undue  advantage  should  be 
taken. 

Measles. — ^This  infectious  disease  has  appeared  in  the  dbtrict,  and, 
doubtless,  sooner  or  later  we  may  have  to  combat  the  same  in  our  camps,  and, 
ehould  we  have  to  do  so,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  prevent  the  spread. 

I)eaths. — 

Children,  1  year  to  12  years. .         . .  , .         . ,  11 

Women,  12  years  to  40     „  ..  .,  ••  2 

Men,        40       „        50     „  1 

Men,        50       „       and  over  . .  . .         •  •  1 

Total  15 

Causes  of  Deaths.-^ 

Pneumonia        ••  «.  ••  ••  •«  ••  4 

Dysentery         . .  . ,  . .  • .  •  •  . .  3 

Enteric  ..          ..  ..  .»  •.  .•  ••  2 

Meningitis         ..  ,.  ..  ..  ••  ..  2 

Membranous  croup  . .  . .  . .  .  •  . »  2 

Phthisis  1 

Nephritis          . .  . .  •  •  •  •  . .  •  •  1 

Total         15 

One  death  from  meningitis,  original  cause — Dentition. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  in  hospital— 

Bemaining  in  hospital  31st  May  •  •  •  •  •  •  2 

Admitted             during  the  month  . .  . .  .  •  16 

Discharged  from         „               ,,  •#  »•  ••  7 

Died  in  hospital          ,,               „  •  •  •  •  •  •  3 

Remaining  in  hoBpital  on  last  day  of  the  month      .  •  « 

(Signed)        H.  SCOTT  RUSSELL, 

M.O. 
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MIDDELBURG. 


Statistical  Retuhn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Middelburg,  Month  ending 

30.G.1901. 


•  •  1 
1 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.6.1901 
Arrivals 
Births 

191 

512 

634 
27 

1,408 
194 

2,138 
512 

3,001 
661 

2:36 
17 

33 
25 

144 
124 

Departures . . 
Deaths 

1,692 
253 

2,650 
58 

3,662 
268 

•• 

•• 

In  Camp,  30.6.1901 

1,439 

2,592 

3,394 

Sick  in 

Camp. 

01 

„                .  . 
1?                •  • 

•  ■ 

•  • 

•  •          • » 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending    7.     G. 

u.     „ 

28.      „ 

88 
88 
81 
84 
95 

185 
191 
212 
249 
214 

153 
155 
194 
212 

298 

Deaths. 


Under  1  month     . , 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„  1  year  and  12  years    , 

„  1 2  j-ears  and  40  year3  , 
„  40  „  „  50  „  . 
„       50     „      „     over 

Total      , 


Men. 


7 
5 
5 


17 


Women. 


21 
2 
2 


25 


Cliildren. 


13 
20 
91 


124 


Nlmueu  op  Deaths,  l'Nder  Heads  op  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery  ..         ..         .. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

100  1 

6  1 
1  1 
36 

i 

Enteric . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 

2 

Heart  Disease    . . 

Malaria    . , 

Convulsions 

Various 

a 

4 
12 

(Signed)        C.  R.  GARDNER, 

Cainp  Superintendent. 


(7925) 
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Burgher  Camp,  Middleburg, 

6th  July,  190L 

Report  for  June,  1901. 

I  regret  my  Report  for  this  month  will  be  very  gloomy  reading,  owing  to 
the  measles  epidemic  and  the  unfortunate  accident  which  befell  the  late 
storekeeper,  Mr.  Anderson. 

With  regard  to  the  measles  epidemic — it  was  to  be  expected  that,  with 
so  many  children  in  this  big  camp,  it  would  have  to  run  its  course,  and  our 
greatest  difficulty  was  to  induce  the  parents  (mothers,  in  most  instances)  to 
take  proper  precautionary  measures,  and  to  persuade  them  to  give  the 
medicines  prescribed  for  this  complaint.  In  many  instances  children  recover- 
ing from  measles  are  allowed  to  go  out  on  the  sixth  or  seventh  day,  the  mo3t 
•critical  stage  of  the  disease,  instead  of  being  kept  in  the  tents  for  thirteen 
days.  The  result  is  that  the  mortality  due  to  measles  has  been  heavier  than 
it  would  have  been  otherwise.  Added  to  this  is  the  fact  that  very  many  of 
the  people  suffered  from  a  paucity  of  blankets  and  warm  clothing,  and  that 
ttnt  life  in  mid- winter,  at  this  altitude,  is  hardly  endurable  even  under 
favourable  conditions.  As  regards  blankets,  we  are  now  better  supplied,  but 
^ven  a  plentiful  supply  of  blankets  does  not  compensate  for  lack  of  warm 
<;lothing.  Of  clothing,  only  a  comparatively  small  quantity  has  arrived  and 
been  distributed. 

In  the  matter  of  medical  and  nursing  attendance,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
utmost  possible  has  been  done  by  the  stuff. 

I  propose  dealing  with  the  queries  contained  in  your  Supplementary 
Circular,  No.  43,  seriatim  : — 

1.  Arrangements  for  Treatment  of  Sick. — There  are  ten  marquees  for 
hospital,  of  which  eight  are  F.P.^s  and  two  big  ordinary  marquees,  to  which 
bad  cases  are  taken.  There  are  four  matrons,  each  with  two  to  four  proba- 
tioners (refugees).  There  is  a  tent-to-tent  visitation  by  the  matron  in  charge 
of  each  camp  or  section,  who  instructs  her  probationers  in  application^, 
fomentations  and  other  duties.  Out-patients  attend  the  dispensary  daily,  and 
oiher  patients  are  visited  by  the  matron  in  charge  of  that  section. 

2.  Committee  for  Visiting  the  Sick  in  their  Tents.— Thm  is  done  efficiently 
by  the  matrons  and  their  probationers,  of  whom  there  are  fourteen — four 

-  i)  atrons  and  ten  probationers. 

3.  Local  Committees,— There  is  no  local  committee,  and  I  doubt  whether 
it  would  bo  possible  to  get  a  committee  of  this  nature  to  act  permanently. 
Several  cases  of  sickness  have,  however,  been  reported  from  time  to  time  by 
friends  of  the  sick,  and  the  overseers  of  the  various  sections  of  the  camp,  of 
whom  there  are  twelve,  have  all  had  instructions  to  report  any  cases  of 
serious  illness  in  their  camps.  The  people,  too,  have  been  told  to  applj^  in 
the  first  instance,  in  all  matters,  to  their  overseers. 

4.  Hospital  Accommodation, — Consists  of  ten  marquees,  taking  from 
eight  beds  each  to  about  eighteen,  as  described  in  Quer}'  No.  1.  We  have 
m-irquees  to  spare  should  more  be  required. 

5.  Staff, — Consists  of  three  doctors,  two  dispensers,  four  matrons  and  ten 
probationers,  and  one  man  who  was  formerl}^  attached  to  the  Boer  Ambulance. 
The  doctors  attend  the  patients  sent  in  from  their  respective  camps.  These 
are  under  charge  of  the  matron  of  that  camp  and  her  probationers. 

6.  Other  Nursing  Organisation.— Only  as  above  stated. 

7.  Medical  Comforts  Issued. — Brandy,  port  wine,  whisky,  milk,  maizena, 
quaker  oats,  oatmeal,  rice,  etc.,  as  per  monthly  statement. 

8.  Clothing  and  Blankets,— The  value  of  the  clothing  distributed,  and 
quantity,  may  be  seen  by  Poyn ton's  account,  enclosed  herev/ith. 

9.  Public  Woy^ship. — Four  large  marquees  in  four  camps,  Rev.  Mr.  Mare, 
Bosmau,  a  deacon  and  missionary,  and  two  other  deacons  attend  to  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  people. 

10.  School  Accommodation. — A  Dopper  church,  half  a  mile  from  tha 
nearest  point  in  camp,  which  will  accommodate  310  children.     Two  marquees 
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in  camp  for  infant  school.    The  staff  consists  of  13  teachers  ;  attendance  292, 
ipfi'hich  IS  exclnsiye  of  174  children  who  were  absent  owing  to  sickness  or  fear, 
of  sickness,  and  whose  names  have  been  taken  off*  the  roll.     The  attendance 
would  be  greater  were  it  not  that  many  children  are  so  poorly  clad  and  are 
without  stockings  and  shoes. 

11.  Sanitary  Arrangements. — The  accommodation  consists  of  28  closets 
and  2  urinals.  These  contain  130  pails.  This  is  not  suflScient;  thersj  should 
be  at  least  20  more  closets,  carrying  80  pails.  As  soon  as  timber  and  iron  are 
obtainable,  these  will  be  built.  The  more  ignorant  amongst  the  people  are 
utterly  regardless  in  the  observance  of  hygienic  rules ;  many  of  these  have 
constantly  to  be'  spoken  to,  reprimanded  and  sometimes  threatened  with 
punishment.  The  ismall  children  are  the  worst  offenders,  and  although  they 
are  provided  with  low  seats,  these  are  often  in  a  dirty  state.  Old  weakly 
natives,  unfit  for  hard  work,  are  always  in  attendance  with  scrubbing  brushes 
and  brooms,  and  are  constantly  cleaning  up  and  applying  chloride  of  lime. 

12.  The  condition  of  many  of  the  new  ariivals  (as  1  have  already  pointed 
out  in  my  several  letters  dealing  with  this  subject)  is  deplorable.  Some 
families  had  one  blanket  only,  and  many  have  only  the  clothing  they  stand 
up  in.  There  are  several  hundred  children,  boys  and  girls,  without  shoes  or 
stockings,  and  some  girh  with  only  one  garment.  The  majority  of  these 
people,  old  and  young,  are  accustomed  at  this  time  of  the  year  to  be  in 
the  Bushveldt,  and  they  therefore  feel  the  intense  cold  here  very  much,  and 
suffer  accordingly. 

13.  Poyntons  Shop, — The  assistance  I  have  derived  from  this  shop  is 
represented  by  the  amount  of  their  accounts,  £40 G  85.  Gd.  Their  place  is  far 
too  small  to  carry  sufficient  stock  to  meet  the  requirements  of  over  7,000 
people  ;  they  have  added  a  small  room  on  to  one  gable  end,  but  the  place  is 

.still  far  too  small ;  the  crush  to  be  served  when  a  small  lot  of  stuff  does  arrive, 
is  great.  I  have  had  no  cases  of  insub(U'dination,  with  the  exception  of  two- 
men  who  refused  to  clean  up  around  their  tents,  but  who  very  soon  collapsed 
when  their  overseer  threatened  them  with  the  superintendent's  presence.  I 
have  to  keep  a  tight  rein,  and  in  consequence  have  no  trouble  with  these 
people. 

General. — I  consider  it  advisable  that  a  marriage  officer  should  be 
appointed  in  the  town,  as  several  couples  have  asked  permission  to  marry, 
but  there  is  no  officer  to  perform  this  duty. 

Many  men  are  most  anxious  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  about  1 5^ 
have  done  so,  but  I  have  now  been  informed  that,  except  in  very  urgent  cases, 
the  oath  will  not  be  administered  in  the  meantime. 

My  difficulty  as  regards  the  men  is  to  find  employment  for  them.  Man}'^ 
are  most  anxious  to  work.  I  have  suggested  to  the  District  Commissioner 
that,  as  the  dam  which  supplies  the  town  with  water,  and  which  is  near  my 
camp,  is  greatly  in  need  of  repair,  50  or  60  of  my  men  could  be  taken  on  to 
do  the  work.  In  the  matter  of  building  material  required  for  erection  of 
w.c's.,  roof  of  sod  buildings,  katels  for  old  women,  &c.,  I  was  unable  during 
the  month  to  procure  any,  with  the  exception  of  material  for  three  w.c'y., 
supplied  on  loan  through  the  kindness  of  the  O.C.KE.  As  instructed,  I 
have  now  arranged  with  the  O.C.R.E.,  to  order  my  requirements  in  this  line 
from  Delagoa  Bay.  This  arrangement  is  a  great  relief  to  me.  In  consequence 
of  the  heavy  death  rate,  I  have  been  very  short  of  wood  for  coffins.  I  bought 
up  all  the  packing  cases  I  could  find,  and  last  Sunday  the  O.C.R.E.,  again 
assisted  me  with  50  planks.  I  have  just  managed  to  keep  going,  but  with 
the  greatest  difficulty,  and  the  time  lost  in  securing  material  I  could  not  well 
spare  from  my  other  duties.  However,  I  feel  sure  that  now  a  good  arrange- 
ment has  been  made,  I  need  not  anticipate  any  more  difficulty  under  this 
head. 

Burghers'  Cattle. — Since  my  complaint  as  to  the  action  of  the  O.C. 
{A.S.C)  Supplies  here,  in  refusing  to  deliver  back  to  the  burghers  their  lost 
cattle,  I  have  had  fewer  complaints.  I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  induce 
the  burghers  to  remove  their  cattle  to  the  low  country.  I  have  still  about 
300  cattle  to  send  away,  and  have  been  waiting  for  the  last  ten  days  to  obtain 
trucks  for  this  purpose.  Owing,  however,  to  the  transport  of  so  many  troops 
east  lately,  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  trucks.  Once  these  cattle  are 
removed,  another  source  of  annoyance  and  trouble  will  disappear. 
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There  are  many  families  belonging  to  Pretoria  and  other  districts  to  be 
removed.     Once  the  camp  can  show  a  clean  bill  of  health,  I  will  transfer- 
these. 

Of  517  people  brought  in  by  the  two  columns  on  the  25th  ult.  and  the 
2nd  instant,  only  217  have  been  transferred  to  Belfast  and  Barberton.  The 
balance  of  300  could  not  be  removed  in  time,  and  some  of  these  contracted 
measles.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  people  brought  in  cannot  be  sent  direct  to 
their  destinations,  although  in  the  case  of  the  two  lots  above  referred  to,  I 
believe  this  camp  was  the  nearest  point.  Still,  with  the  continual  additions 
to  my  camp,  it  is  impossible  for  things  to  run  smoothly.  I  hope,  however,  in 
a  short  time,  by  drafting  off  people  to  their  respective  districts,  so  as  to 
arrange  mattei-s  by  reducing  my  camp  to  5,000,  thus  enabling  me  more  easily 
to  arrange  for  the  disposal  to  their  homes  of  those  who  will  be  here  on  the 
termination  of  hostilities. 

The  deaths  for  the  month  totalled  170.  The  number  of  orphans  in  camp 
now  number  186,  of  whom  65  are  males  and  121  females,  as  per  attached  list. 
I  am  now  placing  the  orphans  together  in  one  part  of  the  camp,  and  am 
appointing  married  couples  to  take  charge  of  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  again  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  I  have  received  from  my  staff  during  the  heavy  month  we  have 
passed  through.  Two  out  of  the  three  have  worked  every  night  up  to  10.30 
and  11  p.m. 

(Signed)        F.  E.  GARDNER, 

Superintendent. 

The  report  of  the  P.M.O.,  who  has  been  worked  very  hard,  will  be 
fo^^varded  to-morrow. 


Refugee  Camp, 

Middelburg. 

12th  July,  1901. 
C  R.  Gardner,  Esq., 

Superintendent. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  regi'et  that  the  amount  of  work  devolving  upon  me  has  prevented  my 
submitting  what  should  be  my  monthly  report  upon  the  health  and  sanitaiy 
condition  of  your  camp  before  this ;  even  now  I  cannot  make  time  to  put 
together  the  statistics  of  the  cases  of  death  for  the  month,  but  I  hope  to 
fuiTiish  you  with  this  in  a  few  days.  This  report,  therefore,  will  deal  only 
generally  with  cause  and  number  of  deaths  during  last  month. 

There  has  been,  unfortunately,  a  large  increase  in  number  of  case?  of 
sickness  and  in  number  of  deaths  in  your  camp  during  June.  This  has  been 
due  to  the  epidemic  of  measles  and  of  influenza,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
ailments  and  deaths  occurring  amongst  the  aged  and  those  subject  to  chronic 
ailments  found  normally  during  the  cold  winter  months.  Measles  commenced 
during  the  3rd  week  of  May,  and,  affecting  a  large  area  simultaneously,  put 
all  possibility  of  effective  isolation  out  of  the  question.  The  camps  tirst 
aflected  were  the  Ermelo  and  Middelburg  camps,  from  which  it  spread  rapidly 
to  the  remainder,  and  where  it  is  still  rampant. 

Influenza  commenced  about  the  middle  of  June,  carrying  off  a  good  many 
middle-aged  people  of  weak  existence  and  old  people  ;  but  unfortunately  the 
camps  were  full  of  children,  young  adults,  and  even  of  middle-aged  people, 
who  were  scarcely  convalescent  from  measles  ;  these  convalescents,  with  their 
constitutions  still  weak,  mucous  membranes  scarcely  healed  from  the  eruption 
of  measles,  have  fallen  an  easy  prey  to  what  is  ordinarily  not  a  dangerous 
disease,  and  a  large  number  of  young  adults  especially  have  succumbed  within 
48  hours  to  influenza,  having  got  over  an  attack  of  measles  and  even  been  out 
again. 

Many  hundreds  of  cases  of  measles  have  occurred  in  the  camp,  and  the 
mortality  during  June  from  this  disease  has  been  about  100  out  of  a  death 
rate  of  164.  Influenza  comes  next  as  the  cause  of  death,  though  it  has  often 
been  difficult  to  say  when  the  former  ended  and  the  latter  commenced.     The 
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cause  of  death  in  nearly  all  these  caees  of  death  has  been  capillary  bronchitis 
and  pneumonia,  in  influenza  a  very  insidious  pneumonia.  The  complications 
occurring  after  or  with  measles,  other  than  those  already  stated,  have  been 
acute  nephritis  in  some,  meningitis  in  a  very  few,  and  one  bad  case  of  cancrum 
oris. 

The  hospital  in  your  camp  has  this  month  received  about  40  fresh  cases  ; 
oases  of  measles,  being  infectious,  were  not  admitted  ;  they  have  mostly  been 
acute  bronchial  diseases,  cases  of  nephritis,  of  hejirt  disease,  wounds,  including 
a  bad  compound  fracture  of  the  thigh,  and  a  few  severe  cases  of  influenza. 

Among  the  out-patients  the  bronchial  catarrhs  take  the  first  place, 
jaundice,  anaemia,  diarrhoea,  dyspepsia,  etc.,  bring  up  the  numbers  to  about  50 
s,  da3^  The  numbers  attendmg  this  month  have  not  been  so  large  as  during 
May. 

The  visiting  amongst  the  tents,  when  often  5,  7,  or  9  children  have  had 
to  be  severally  attended  to  and  examined,  has  been  unusually  heavy.  In 
connection  with  this  work  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  arduous  work  done 
by  the  matrons  and  senior  probationers  of  your  camp.  This  work,  if  it  is 
conscientiously  done,  is  really  hard,  and  far  too  often  attended  by  poor  results 
and  but  small  success  amongst  the  majority  of  very  ignorant  people. 

As  regards  the  ages  of  those  who  died,  the  largest  number  of  deaths  from 
measles  occurred  between  1  and  6  years  ;  then  come  very  young  children  of  a 
month  or  so,  e^nd  next  young  adults  between  the  ages  of  10  and  20  years. 

In  explanation  of  this  large  mortality  I  consicler  the  first  cause  to  be 
carelessness  and  a  most  deplorable  ignorance  and  lethargy  amongst  those 
immediately  responsible  for  those  suflfering  from  measles.  The  more 
enlightened  people  who  have  been  affected  have  pinned  up  blankets  inside 
their  tents,  and  so  made  them  warm  at  night ;  they  have  kept  their  tents 
ventilated  by  day,  and  so  avoided  the  great  contrast  which  quickly  sets  in  at' 
sunset  between  the  cold  of  the  night  and  a  stuffy  heat  by  day.  Amongst  the 
majority,  however,  no  instructions  upon  these  important  deta.ils  have  had  the 
slightest  effect,  medicines  and  nourishments  are  neglected,  and  the  pernicious 
use  of  **  Arnppels,"  containing  what,  they  know  not  and  care  less,  was  very 
largely  obtained ;  children  are  carried  out  into  the  town  even,  or  held  by 
mothers  in  their  arms  during  cooking  operations  in  the  open  \\  ith  measles  upon 
them,  and  it  seems  well  nigh  impossible  to  persuade  the  majority  of  the 
unusual  susceptibility  of  the  lungs  for  some  days  after  the  rash  has  faded  and 
the  patient  perhaps  feeling  well  enough  to  get  up. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  ask  you  once  more  to  urge  the  necessity  of  supplying 
more  trained  nurses  for  your  camp — and,  if  they  can  possibly  be  obtained,  of 
nurses  speaking  Dutch.  The  work,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  most  arduous, 
and  I  consider  1  nurse  should  be  provided  for  every  1,000  people  in  your  camp. 
As  the  result  of  our  being  so  short  handed,  our  matron  left  last  month,  com- 
pletely broken  down  in  trying  to  do  her  work  conscientiously,  and  one  of  the 
present  staflf  is  at  present  laid  up  from  the  same  cause. 

Of  even  more  importance  is  that  there 'should  be  more  medical  assistance 
available,  and  that  by  doctors  of  English  instincts  who  speak  Dutch.  I  have 
already  recommended  a  Dr.  Morehead,  practising  in  this  town,  who  fulfils  both 
these  qualifications,  and  who  I  should  find  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  me, 
for  there  is  only  room  in  your  camp  for  those  who  are  anxious  and  willing  to 
work,  and  ready  to  work  hard  on  occasions. 

The  sanitation  of  your  camp  I  consider  good  and  in  no  way  responsible 
for  affecting  to  the  least  degree  the  present  epidemic.  The  water  supply  is 
also  good,  and  I  have  lately  sent  specimens  of  most  of  the  well-water  used  in 
your  camp  to  Pretoria  for  analysis. 

I  should,  however,  urgently  recommend  the  addition  of  another  tank  cart 
to  meet  the  demand  of  the  still  increasincr  number  of  sanitary  buckets. 

I  am  glad  also  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  nurses  or  "  probationers,"  who 
have  been  taken  on  by  the  matrons  from  amongst  the  refugees  themselves,  are 
fulfilling  my  best  expectations  and  meeting  this  great  increase  of  work  with 
renewed  interest  and  energy. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Sgnd.)        H.   A.  SPENCER, 

RM.O. 
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MAFEEING. 


StatiS-iical  Eeturn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Mafeking,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children 

In  Camp,  1.6.1901         ..         ..         .. 

Arrivals 

Births         

145 
191 

189 
138 

712 

497 
2 

336 
11 

327 
5 

1,211 
15 

Departures 

Deaths        

11 

4 
1 

13 
2 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

In  CaD.p,  30.6.1901       

325 

322 

1,196 

Sick  in  Camp. 


01          

»>                      ••                  ••                  ••                 ••                  ••                  •• 

1>                     •  •                  •  •                 •  •                  •  •                  •  •                  •  • 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending    7.     6. 
14.    „ 
21.    „ 
28.     „ 

16 
6 
3 
2 

20 

14 

8 

11 

10 
7 
6 
7 

Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  and  12  years 

„     12  years  and  40  years 

„    40      „      „    50     „ 

„    50     „      „    over         

— 

1 

1 

1 

Total         

— 

1 

2 

Number  of  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea    •  • 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 


Enteric  . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 


1      Heart  Disease 
—   !  Want  of  breast  milk 


(Signed)         L.  W.  McCOWAT, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Campy 

Ma/eking. 

Report  for  the  Month  of  June,  1901. 
To  the 

General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps, 
Pretoria. 

Food  Supply  and  Quality. — The  food  supply,  as  far  as  groceries  are  con- 
cerned, are  obtainable  without  diflBculty,  but  lu  the  case  of  butcher  meat  it  is 
not  so.  The  meat,  although  good,  has,  during  the  last  month,  become  poorer 
in  quality.  In  May,  the  average  weight  of  sheep  was  over  40  lbs.,  and  now 
it  is  difficult  to  get  the  same  to  reach  SO  lbs.  This  is  to  be  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  it  is  winter,  and  also  by  the  lai-ge  demand  made  by  the  military 
authorities.  If  transport  by  rail  once  a  week  could  be  arranged  for  the 
contractor  from  Kimberley,  it  would  greatly  help  to  keep  the  quantity  and 
•quality  up  to  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  contract. 

Climate  and  Effects. — The  climate  here,  in  my  opinion,  is  good  during 
the  winter  months,  but,  as  no  doubt  you  have  noticed  from  my  early  reports, 
there  is  a  good  number  of  cases  of  malarial  fever,  the  percentage  for  March 
and  April  being  17. 

The  subject,  however,  will  no  doubt  be  dealt  with  more  fully  by  the 
medical  officer,  in  the  next  report. 

Treatment  of  Sick — As  mentioned  in  my  report,  dated  5th  March,  a 
hospital  built  of  wood  and  covered  with  canvas,  and  accommodating  ten 
patients,  had  been  built.  At  present  I  am  trying  to  obtain  from  the  military 
authorities  the  use  of  a  wood  and  iron  hospital  hut  for  a  women  and  children's 
ward  for  the  coming  summer,  retaining  the  old  ward  for  men  and  boys.  In 
the  meantime,  and  since  the  removal  of  the  camp  to  the  present  site,  I  have 
put  up,  in  case  of  need,  two  marquees  to  serve  the  purpose. 

visiting  Committee, — There  is  no  visiting  committee  for  the  sick  in  this 
camp.  The  medical  officer  is  resident,  and  the  sick  receive  every  attention, 
either  at  the  hospital  or  at  their  tents. 

Hospital  and  Staff. — The  hospital  is  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  S. 
Kaufinann,  who  arrived  here  on  the  19th  ult.,  and  is  resident  in  the  camp. 

The  following  are  those  on  the  Hospital  Staff: — 

Medical  Officer  , .  Dr.  S.  Kaufmann. 

Matron, ,  . ,  . ,  Miss  A.  M.  Cranfurd. 

Nurse  . .  . .  . .  Miss  E.  Tooth. 

Probationers    , .  . .  Miss  E.  Corb  and  Miss  A.  Davis. 

Cook    • .  . .  . .  Charlie  George. 

Washerwoman  , .  Mrs.  I.  Beckwith. 

Native  servants  . .  George  and  Abel. 

Nursing  and  Outdoor  Patients. — There  is  no  other  nursing  organisation. 

Medical  Comforts. — The  matron  of  the  hospital  being  ill,  I  am  unable  to 
give  you  the  quantity  of  medical  comforts  issued,  but  these  comprise  brandy, 
wine,  jellies,  cornflour,  rice,  sfigo,  meat,  extracts,  soups,  milk,  biscuits,  etc.,  etc. 

Clothing. — Enclosed,  please  find  list  of  the  clothing  provided  by  the 
Transvaal  and  Free  State  Wounded,  Widows  and  Orphans  Fund,  and  which 
has  been  distributed  by  the  Ladies  Committee,  under  my  supervision,  to  the 
poor  of  the  camp. 

Blankets  drawn  from  the  Ordnance  Depaitment  have  also  been  distributed 
to  most  of  the  refugees,  numbering,  up  to  the  30th  ultimo,  826.  The  only 
other  clothing  distributed  has  been  to  the  men  who  returned  from  Green- 
Point  last  month,  and  whose  luggage  was  lost  by  the  Cape  Government 
Elailway& 

School. — The  school  consists  of  a  wood  and  iron  building,  about  50  X  30. 
Previous  to  the  removal  of  the  camp  it  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  S.  H. 
Mitchell,  as  schoolmaster,  assisted  by  the  Misses  Zulch.  Mr.  Mitchell 
resigned  abcut  the  middle  of  the  month  and  left  for  Zeerust,  to  take  up  an 
appointment  there.     His  salary  here  was  £15  (fifteen  pounds)  per  month  and 
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rations.  The  Misses  Zulch  have  also  resigned,  the  reason  being  that  I  reduced 
the  salary  of  one  from  £7  10s,  to  £o  per  month,  and  the  other  from  £5  to  £3, 
and  rations.  Considering  they  are  refugees  I  think  them  well  paid  at  my 
figures,  as  they  held  no  certificates  for  teac^hing. 

The  average  attendance  at  the  school  previous  to  the  I'emoval  of  the 
camp  was  about  200,  but  as  you  are  aware  the  returns  now  show  the  number 
of  children  in  the  camp  to  be  1,015,  it  is  necessary  to  make  some  additions  to 
the  present  building.  This  I  intend  doing  as  soon  as  possible,  by  adding  an 
infants'  department  to  the  one  end,  and  two  rooms. 

Sanitary  Ai^angements. — The  sanitary  arrangements  consist  of  movable 
'  earth  closets  for  the  men,  women  and  children.  These  are  attended  to  every 
morning  by  native  labourers  ;  each  place  is  cleaned  round,  earth  deposited  in 
each  pit,  and  chloride  of  lime  put  down  and  sprinkled  around.  The  people 
are  fairly  attentive  to  hygienic  rules,  but  as  you  are  aware  freedom  in  this 
respect  is  natural  to  them.  Many  go  elsewhere,  viz.,  to  the  veldt  and  the 
river  side.  To  the  latter  I  have  been  giving  attention,  and  find  it  difficult  to- 
stop,  unless  a  barbed  wire  fence  is  put  up  some  yards  landwards.  In  this, 
matter  I  will  consult  the  Commandant,  who  is  always  ready  and  willing  to- 
assist  me,  and  get  the  same  put  up  by  the  military  at  once. 

Conditions  of  Arrivals. — Since  the  middle  of  May  the  condition  has  been 
very  poor  indeed,  many  only  having  what  they  stood  in.  This  can  well  be 
understood,  as  they  have  been  brought  out,  as  opportunity  happened,  by  a 
passing  column. 

Clothing  and  blankets  have  been  issued  to  all  who  required  them^  and 
every  effort  made  to  make  them  comfortable. 

Poynton  Jirothers. — No  assistance  has  been  derived  from  Poynton  Bros.,, 
as  they  have  not  erected  a  store  here,  probably  on  account  of  the 
distance  from  Pretoria.  A  dry  canteen  has  always  been  in  existence  in  the 
camp,  and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Verity  ;  but,  as  far  as  1  can  gather,  the  business 
is  small,  as  most  of  the  people  obtain  what  they  require  from  Mafeking,  which 
now  is  only  about  three  miles  distant. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        J.  C.  McCOWAT, 

Superintendent. 


Inventory  of  goods  sent  by  the  Transvaal  and  Free  State  Wounded, 
Widows  and  Orphans  Fund. 

201  yards  corduroy. 
24  lbs.  assorted  thread. 
12  packets  pins. 
24  boys'  hatG. 

5  pieces  calico,  3  yards  each. 

2  men's  hats. 

I  gross  buttons. 

193  dozen  pairs  stockings — ladies'. 

220  yards  tiannellette  skirting. 

204     „      drab  melton  cloth. 

126     „      slate       „  , 
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NYLSTROOM. 


Statistioal  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Nylstroom,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

GhUdren. 

In  Camp,  1.6.1901          

Arrivals 

Births         

108 

•  ■ 
115 

180 
10 

87 
108 

270 
116 

886 
190 

44 

1 

6 
2 

11 
5 

Departures 

Deaths        

195 
45 

385 

8 

676 
16 

•  • 

■  • 

•  • 

In  Camp,  30.6.1901 

160 

877 

560 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 

Women, 

Children. 

Weekending   7.    6.    01 

n                 19            1^«         n          99 

y,                 ,9            ^1.         91          99                    ••                 ••                 ••                 ••                 ••                 •• 

9)                 »            28.         1,          99 

2 
2 
1 

8 

10 

5 

2 

26 

27 

8 

21 

Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

GhUdren. 

• 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

n        1  year  and  12  years 

»       12     „      „     40     „ 

„      40    „      „    60     „ 

„      60    „      „    over          

1 

2 

2 

1 

Total         

1 

2 

6 

NUXBXB 

OF  Dkaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 

Measles       

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Enteric 

Whooping  Cough 

Influenza 

Marasmus 

1 

Heart  Disease 

Phthisis 

Convulsions 
Typho-malaria 

1 

8 

1 

(Signed) 


HENEY  COOKE, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


(7925) 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


142 

Burgher  Camp,  Njilstroom, 

2bth  June,  1901. 
General  Superintendent,  Pretoria. 

General  Report.     No.  1. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  refugees 
in  this  camp  appear  contented,  and  have  cheerfully  carried  out  all  camp 
regulations.  There  are  now  upwards  of  1,100  under  ray  care,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  this  number  will  be  considerably  increased  during  the  next 
few  weeks. 

Although  the  camp  is  entirely  unprotected  and  open,  there  has  been  no 
attempt  at  absconding,  and  in  the  case  of  women  whose  husbands  are  still 
on  commando,  the  general  feeling  is  that  they  would  like  an  opportunity  to 
try  and  induce  them  to  surrender.  The  health  of  the  camp  is  good,  and 
arrangements  are  being  matured  to  run  a  complete  sanitary  bucket  system. 

Hospital, — This  was  opened  yesterday,  and  all  matters  relating  to  sick- 
ness in  camp  are  being  carefully  attended  to  by  Doctor  Green,  the  M.O.,  and 
Nurse  Bolton,  the  matron.  Medicines,  milk,  and  medical  comforts  have  been 
received,  and  for  the  present  there  is  nothing  further  required  in  this 
particular  line. 

Wood  Cutting. — Upwards  of  50  men  are  at  work  at  \s.  6d.  per  diem  and 
1  lb.  of  fresh  meat.  Eight  trucks  hav0  been  consigned  to  Irene  Camp,  and  I 
expect  to  have  a  similar  amount  ready  during  the  week. 

Stores. — I  have  removed  all  stores  from  the  railway  station,  and  have 
placed  them  in  secure  premises  in  camp. 

Burgher  Police. — At  the  suggestion  of  Colonel  Hall,  I  have  enrolled 
8  men  for  special  police  duty,  and  have  armed  them  with  M.H.  rifles.  Their 
duties  are  to  guard  the  cattle  kraals  and  Government  stores  by  night  and  to 
keep  order  generally  in  camp.  All  these  men  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  our  Government  and  are  giving  every  satisfaction. 

I  hope  to  write  you  more  fully  at  an  early  date ;  meantime,  I  await  the 
arrival  of  tents  and  other  equipment  which  have  been  ordered. 

(Signed)  HENRY  COOKE, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Nylstroom. 
General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Deparment, 
Pretoria. 

Report  for  June,  1901. 

Continuing  my  report  of  the  25th  ult.,  I  now  beg  to  add  the  foUowiug, 
in  terms  of  Circular  Supplement  No.  43. 

The  medical  officer  sees  any  patients  who  are  able  to  present  themselves 
every  morning  between  9  and  11  at  the  dispensary.  He  then  visits  any 
cases  of  serious  sickness  that  are  reported  to  him  in  the  camp.  A  qualified 
dispenser  makes  up  all  the  medicines  and  distributes  the  medic».l  comforts, 
and  issues  the  milk  in  bottles  upon  orders  given  by  the  medical  oflBcer. 

Two  or  three  of  the  refugees  have  been  selected  to  visit  the  tents  and 
report  all  cases  of  sickness.  There  is  no  organised  committee  working  for 
the  sick  in  camp,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  such  committee  formed  of  those 
at  present  here. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  is  situated  in  a  house,  with  front  rooms  used  as 
wards,  capable  of  receiving  12  patients.  The  matron  resides  at  the  hospital 
and  is  assisted  by  three  burgher  women  from  the  camp,  one  of  whom  is  on 
day  and  two  on  night  duty.     There  is  no  other  nursing  organisation. 

Attached  hereto  is  a  list  of  medical  comforts  issu^  during  the  month. 

Clothing  and  Blankets. — Upwards  of  100  blankets  have  been  issued  by 
me  to  deserving  cases.    One  case  clothing  has  been  received  from  Mrs.  Adams^ 
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of  Pretoria,  and  has  been  distributed  by  the  matron  ;  also  three  bags  clothing 
sent  by  Mr.  Piet  Zeederberg. 

.Public  Worship. — There  are  three  churches  but  no  spiritual  advisers. 

ScJwols. — A  building  could  be  provided,  but  no  organisation  of  this 
nature  has  been  arranged. 

Sanitary  Arrangements, — The  bucket  system  has  been  in  use  since  the 
camp  was  formed,  the  night  soil  being  buried  every  day.  I  am  arranging  for 
a  wagon  to  remove  the  soil  some  considerable  distance  out  of  camp.  Chloride 
of  lime  has  been  freely  used,  and  the  sanitation  of  the  camp  is  good. 

The  refugees  continue  to  carry  out  the  camp  regulations,  and  both  houses 
and  tents  are  kept  in  a  clean  condition. 

Arrivals  in  Camp. — Most  of  the  women  and  children  are  badly  clothed, 
but  any  cases  of  emergency  have  received  attention,  and  at  the  present  time 
there  is  a  hst  being  prepared  of  any  further  deserving  cases. 

Poynton's  Store. — ^This  only  opened  yesterday,  and  in  consequence  I  am 
unable  to  give  any  information. 

General. — I  am  pleased  to  record  the  fact  that  no  attempt  has  been 
made  at  absconding  or  communicating  with  the  enemy.  A  large  number  of 
men  are  employed  wood  cutting,  and  up  to  this  date  50  trucks  of  wood  have 
been  despatched  to  various  camps. 

A  good  feeling  seems  to  prevail  among  all  classes  of  refugees,  and  very 
few  complaints  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

(Signed)  HENRY  COOKE, 

Superintendent. 


Medical  comforts  issued  during  June,  1901  :- 


Milk            ... 

•         • 

.      568  tins  of  condensed  milk. 

85  bottles  of  fresh  milk. 

325  bottles  of  condensed  milk, 

in  bottles. 

Cornflour     . . 

60  lbs. 

Meat  extract 

45  tins. 

Quaker  oats 

6  lbs. 

Candles       . . 

.      131 

Brandy        ..  ' 

11  bottles. 

Port  wine    . . 

6       „ 

Oatmeal       , . 

80  lbs. 

Sago 

.        25    „ 

Pace.. 

.        47    „ 

Mellin's  food 

1  tin. 

Feeding  bottles 

6. 

(Signed)        PERCY  D.  GREEN,  M.O., 

Burgher  Camp,  Nylstroonu 
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PXETERSBXTRG. 


Statistical  Retubs  for  Burgher  Camp,  Pietersburg,  month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

GhUdren. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp  1.6.1901          

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

580 
896 

700 
328 

918 
485 

Births         . .         •  •         •  •         •  • 

12 

Total           

Departures 

Deaths        

42 
11 

*34 
12 

•  • 
39 
81 

926 
53 

1,028 
46 

1,860 
70 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

In  Gamp  30.6.1901        

878 

982 

1,290 

SlOK  IN  CaHP. 


Weekending  7.     6.    01 

n  21.       ,,       19 

«  20.  ,y  „ 


Men. 


64 

85 

106 

126 


Women. 


70 

92 

117 

142 


Children. 


76 
104 
181 
160 


Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    . . 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

„      12  years  and  40  years 

„      40    »        »    50    , • 

„      50    „       „    over        

5 

3 
8 

7 
1 

4 

4 

10 
17 

Total 

11 

12 

81 

NuMBBB  OP  Deaths,  under  Heads  op  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea 

iiysentery 

Pnepmonia  aod  Bronchitis 

Phthisis      .. 

Enteric 


5 

1 

14 


Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 
Peritonitis 
Heart  Disease 
Malaria  . . 


1 

4 

14 


Congenital  Debility 
Partorition 
Cancrum  Oris 
Senile  Decay 
Convulsions 


(Signed)        J.  K  TUCKER, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Pieiershurg, 
30th  June,  1901. 

Monthly  Report. 

General. — This  camp  now  consists  of  400  bell  tents,  50  very  large 
marquees,  25  medium-sized  marquees,  and  9  E.  P.  tents.  The  people  who 
were  living  in  town  have  been  brought  to  camp,  excepting  a  few,  who  have 
special  permission  from  the  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  to  remain  there,  and 
most  of  these  are  drawing  rations  from  this  camp  on  payment.  This  is  only 
a  temporary  measure,  as  no  stores  in  town  are  yet  open.  These  people  are 
not  included  in  our  census  return,  but  a  separate  record  is  kept  giving  full 
particulars. 

Water  Supply, — The  water  continues  good  as  to  quality  and  quantity  in 
the  stream,  but  the  diflBculty  of  keeping  the  camp  supplied  is  considera.ble,  as 
it  is  being  carted  by  wagons  loaded  with  casks,  of  which  three  are  always 
working.  Three  large  tanks,  equal  to  2,400  gallons,  are  in  camp  and  placed 
in  convenient  places  for  distributing  water.  It  will  be  a  great  convenience 
to  the  camp,  and  add  to  the  cleanliness  and  comfort  of  the  inmates  if  a  pump 
and  piping  are  supplied,  capable  of  supplying  all  the  water  required  in  camp. 

Fuel. — Coal  is  arriving  regularly  and  in  suflSicient  quantity.  The 
burghers  take  wagons  out  once  a  week  for  wood,  and  deliver  half  of  each  load 
for  camp  use,  retaining  the  other  half  for  their  own  and  their  friends'  use. 
This  enables  me  to  distribute  wood  to  all  those  who  have  no  means  of  sending 
for  it  themselves,  and  the  arrangement  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Sanitary. — Adequate  arrangements  are  in  existence  for  the  sanitation  of 
the  camp.  There  are  16  large  latrines,  which  are  cleaned  regularly  every 
morning  and  disinfected  with  carbolic  powder,  and  periodically  river  sand  is 
spread  over  the  floors  to  absorb  all  mixture.  The  night  soil  is  carted  off  in  a 
wagon  with  high  sides  and  deposited  in  trenches  made  for  the  purpose,  over  a 
mile  from  camp,  the  buckets  being  cleaned  and  disinfected  with  chloride  of 
lime.  The  people  are  very  careless  about  hygienic  rules,  but,  by  strict 
supervision  in  this  connection,  they  are  gradually  improving.  The  ash  and 
other  camp  refuse  are  carted  away  regularly.  Three  wagons  are  daily 
employed  in  this  work. 

Food. — The  food  supply  has  been  good.  Children  over  6  years  have 
received  an  extra  ^  1^-  ^^  flour  per  day,  according  to  instructions.  The 
meat  supplied  has  been  in  good  order  and  condition. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  consists  of  5  E.  P.  tents.  Each  tent  is  capable  of 
accommodating  10  beds,  but  at  present  there  are  only  28  beds. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  matron,  2  male  refugees,  2  female  refugees, 
1  coloured  burgher,  and  1  native.  There  are  in  addition  8  burgher  women 
working  as  visiting  nurses.  The  camp  is  divided  into  sections,  and  each 
nurse  visits  every  tent  in  her  section  every  day,  attends  to  the  health  and 
cleanliness  of  the  inmates,  and  reports  to  the  doctor.  There  are  also  4  men, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  keep  the  surroundings  of  the  tents  in  their  charge  and 
the  streets  clean. 

Chemist. — The  chemist  has  a  medium-sized  marquee,  in  which  he 
dispenses  medicines,  of  which  we  now  have  a  good  supply. 

Treatment  of  Sick. — The  doctor  attends  at  his  surgery  in  the  *^  Chemist 
Tent "  from  9  a.m.  till  10  a.m.  every  morning  to  prescribe  and  examine  cases 
and  to  receive  messages.  The  rest  of  the  day  is  spent  in  going  rounds  of 
visiting.  People  who  are  very  sick  are  taken  into  hospital  and  others  are 
attended  in  their  tents.  Large  quantities  of  soup  are  made  at  the  hospital 
and  distributed  throughout  the  camp  to  people  and  children  who  require  it. 
Milk  is  given  by  the  dispenser  to  all  children  who  have  the  doctor's  onier. 

Local  Committees. — There  are  no  local  committees  at  work  in  this  camp. 

Medical  Comforts. — The  following  comforts  have  been  issued,  viz.  : — 
Pearl  barley,  brandy,  port  wine,  maizena,  milk,  meat  extracts,  arrowroot,  rice, 
butter,  tea,  jam,  cornnour,  quaker  oats. 

Clothing  and  Blankets. — During  the  month  large  numbers  of  blankets 
have  lieen  issued  to  the  people,  as  they  invariably  arrive  without  sufficient 
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bedding.  Durinj^  the  last  week  clothing  has  been  issued  to  destitute  womei> 
and  children — such  as  flannelette,  print,  calico,  socks,  etc.  Previous  to 
Messrs.  Poynton's  store  opening  here  these  things  were  quite  unobtainable. 

Public  Worship. — Public  worship  has  been  carried  on  under  canvas 
stretched  over  wagons,  and  Mr.  Pienaar,  a  divinity  student,  has  oflSciated. 
The  people,  are,  however,  anxious  that  a  suitable  place  should  be  erected  for 
their  use.  In  this  connection  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kriel  has  iust  arrived  from 
Pretoria.  ^ 

School. — No  school  has  been  started  here  yet.  There  are  several  men 
here  who  have  been  schoolmasters,  viz. : — E.  R.  Smith,  A.  B.  Sachleven^ 
J.  J.  Scott,  H.  Janse,  J.  W.  Viljoen,  Gerdes,  Bok  and  Pienaar,  of  whom  I 
consider  J.  J.  Scott  and  Pienaar  would  be  suitable  for  teachers  in  the  camp. 

Condition  of  Arrivals, — The  condition  of  people  arriving  in  camp  is 
deplorable.  They  are  usually  without  bedding,  clothing,  or  cooking  utensils. 
The  majority  of  arrivals  are  suffering  from  malaria  when  they  come  in,  and 
the  remainder  are  affected  in  various  ways  through  having  had  malaria. 

Poynton  Bros. — This  fii'm  opened  a  store  here  on  26th  June,  and  they 
are  selling  clothing  as  fast  as  they  can  serve  it,  but  blankets  are  not  being 
purchased  to  any  extent. 

Stock. — The  burghers  in  camp  have  3,700  cattle,  3,000  sheep  and  goats, 
1,200  donkeys,  and  107  horses  and  mules.  These  graze  in  the  vicinity  of 
camp  and  are  put  into  kraals  at  night. 

Coloured  ^Burghers. — Commandant  Buys  with  the  coloured  burghers  is 
still  here.     They  live  in  their  own  wagons  with  canvas  drawn  over. 

Deaths. — The  total  niunber  of  deaths  for  the  month  was  11  men, 
32  children,  and  12  women,  and  the  doctor's  report  attached  deals  fully  with 
the  causes  of  death. 

Births. — There  have  been  12  births  in  camp  during  the  month. 

Desertion. — No  cases  of  desertion  from  the  camp  have  taken  place. 

A  few  families  have  been  allowed  to  return  to  their  farms  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Pietersburg. 

Registration. — The  registration  of  births  and  deaths  is  being  done  in 
this  oflSice,  as  there  is  no  magistrate  in  Pietersburg. 

Every  assistance  is  given  by  the  military  authorities  in  the  interests 
of  the  camp. 

The  members  of  the  staff  are  all  zealous  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties,  and  do  all  that  is  required  of  them  cheerfiiUy. 

(Signed)        J.  E.  TUCKER, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Campy  Pietersburg, 

30th  June,  1901. 

Weekly  Medical  Report. 

Dtiring  the  past  month  the  weather  has  been  on  occasions  very  cold,  with 
some  rain  and  frost  at  nights.  As  a  consequence  the  deaths  from  chest 
complaints  and  debility  (result  of  fever)  and  in  infants  has  increased.  The 
attacks  of  malaria  were  also  on  the  increase  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
month,  but  in  latter  part  decreased. 

We  have  had  an  epidemic  of  influenza,  but  so  far  only  two  deaths,  both 
being  50  years  and  over,  and  previously  weakened  by  malaria. 

VVe  have  also  had  several  (seven)  cases  of  measles  in  camp,  and  have, 
as  far  as  possible,  quarantined  them,  but  I  am  afraid,  despite  the  precautions 
taken,  we  are  in  for  an  epidemic,  more  especially  as  we  are  about  to  have  a 
return  of  burgher  families  from  Irene  and  Pretoria.  The  original  case  of 
infection  came  from  the  latter  place. 

Diarrhoea  still  continues,  especially  amongst  children  and  malarious 
subjects,  and  several  deaths  have  to  be  recorded  therefrom. 

Several  of  the  deaths  recorded  have  occurred  in  people  who  contracted 
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the  disease  on  the  way  in,  death  occurring  a  few  days  after  admission,  and  in 
one  case  death  occurred  some  way  out  and  brought  into  camp. 

The  water  supply  and  sanitary  work  continue  on  same  lines  as  in  last 
report,  and  is  satisfactory. 

Statistics  of  sickness,  deaths,  and  births  are  herewith  attached. 

(Signed)        DANIEL  HENDERSON, 

Medical  OflSicer,  Burgher  Camp. 


POTOHEFSTROOM. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Potchefstroom,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.6.1901         

Arrivals 

Birthfl          

76 

52 

'70 
1 

881 
76 

2,330 
52 

2,938 
71 

4 
9 

12 

20 

32 

206 

Departures 

Deaths        

957 
13 

2,382 
32 

3,009 
238 

-• 

.  • 

•• 

In  Camp,  30.6.1901        

944 

2,350 

2,771 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Weekending    7.     6.    01 


Men. 

6 
6 
7 
3 


Women. 


43 
43 
32 
34 


CliiUlren. 


207 
288 
254 
201 


Deaths. 


Under 

1  month 

en  1  moni 

1  year 

12     „ 

40     „ 

50    „ 

Betwe 

.h  and  1 

and  12 

„    40 

„  50 

„  over 

year 
years 

^> 

Total 


Men. 


Women. 


15 
3 
4 


22 


Children. 


7 

19 

180 


206 


Number  of  Deaths,  ukdeb  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles       

DiariiioBa 

Dysentery 

Ftaeamouia  and  Bronchitis 

Enteric        

Convulsions 


147 
11 

3 
17 

8 
16 


Premature  Birth 
iDfluenza  •  • 

Senile  Debility  . . 
Fever    • . 
Heart  Disease  . . 
Congestion  of  Lnngs 


2 
2 
2 
17 
3 
1 


Burnt 

Inanition    .  • 
Oangerous  Formation 
Sore  Throat 
Oangerous  Stomatitis 
Epilepsus  •• 


(Signed)        J.  SWART, 

Gamp  Supermtendeiit. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Potchefstroom. 

Report  for  June,  1901. 

Food  Supply.-^  The  food  supplied  during  the  month  has  been  of  excellent 
quality,  with  ^e  exception  of  the  meat,  which  has  been  poorer  than  is  usually 
the  case  at  this  time  of  the  year.  This  complaint  is,  I  believe,  general,  and 
the  cause  is  to  be  found  in  the  great  distances  the  sheep  are  driven,  and  the 
scanty  pasturage  they  find  on  the  way,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  enemy  have 
burnt  all  the  grass  for  miles  round. 

Fuel. — CJonsiderable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  firewood,  which 
has  to  be  brought  from  a  distance,  but  arrangements  are  being  made  by  which 
I  hope  to  obtain  a  sufficient  and  continuous  supply. 

Poynton's  Shop. — ^This  firm  has  a  large  stock  of  goods  in  their  store,  and 
has  always  been  able  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  people. 

Clothing. — ^I  have  issued  from  stock  in  hand  1,839  blankets ;  also  42  sent 
by  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Free  State  Widows  and  Orphans  Fund, 
and  some  700  sent  by  the  Netherlands  Relief  Fund. 

I  have  also  distributed  a  truck  load  and  a-half  of  various  articles  of 
clothing  sent  here  by  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State  Widows  and 
Orphans  Fund.  These  are  mostly  second-hand  goods,  and  to  enumerate  the 
different  articles  would  be  impossible. 

In  addition,  £140  C*.  Qd.  worth  of  prints  and  flannelettes  from  the 
Burgher  Relief  Fund  has  been  supplied  for  the  women  and  children's  clothing. 

Church. — ^There  being  no  place  of  worship  in  camp,  the  refugees  attend 
the  churches  in  the  town.  At  times,  open-air  services  are  held  in  camp,  these 
being  well  attended,  and  a  number  of  ladies  fit>m  the  town  have  opened 
Sunday  schools  with  gratifying  results.  The  spiritual  wants  of  the  people 
are  attended  to  by  the  Rev.  A.  Murray,  of  Ventersdorp. 

Hospital. — ^The  hospital  is  divided  into  two  sections. 

First. — Hie  General  Hospital,  for  which  I  utilize  an  old  church,  in  which 
there  are  32  beds,  and  2  marquees,  eadi  having  9  beds.  The  church  is  reserved 
for  children  and  female  patients,  and  the  marquee  for  men. 

Second. — ^A  Lying-in  Hospital,  consisting  of  2  marquees  and  4  bell 
tents. 

7%e  Hospital  Staff  consists  of  the  M.O.,  2  assistants  (M.O.'s),  2  com- 
pounders, matron,  7  probationers,  midwife,  2  nurses  and  servants  as  required. 
Duritig  the  measles  epidemic  a  number  of  refugee  women  voluntarily  assisted 
in  nursing  the  sick,  and  are  quite  ready  to  be  called  upon  to  do  the  same  work 
at  any  time  their  services  may  be  required. 

Treatment  of  the  Sick. — ^All  serious  cases  of  illness  are  removed  to  the 
hospital ;  other  cases  are  attended  to  in  their  tents  by  the  doctors,  who  make 
theur:  rounds  twice  a  day.  When  patients  are  not  too  ill  to  walk,  they  attend 
at  the  dispensary,  when  the  doctors  prescribe  for  them.  The  sick  are  liberally 
supplied  with  medical  comforts,  as  are  the  conviJescents  and  young  children. 
Milk;  and  soup  are  issued  every  day  from  the  hospital  kitchens. 

In  addition  to  the  hospital  staff,  there  is  a  local  conunittee  of  30  ladies, 
who  visit  the  sick  and  assist  with  the  nursing,  which  is  carried  out  under  the 
doctor  s  directions. 

The  medical  comforts  comprise — milk,  meat  extract,  sugar,  tea,  barley, 
rice,  sago,  maizena,  brandy,  wine,  butter,  quaker  oats,  etc 

School. — Three  separate  buildings  in  town  are  occupied  as  school  rooms, 
but  it  will  be  necessary  to  procure  another  building  in  onier  to  provide  accom- 
modation  for  the  children  who  are  anxious  to  attend. 

Sanitary. — ^The  sanitary  work  is  being  carried  out  in  a  most  satis&ctory 
manner ;  the  pail  system  has  been  instituted,  and  these  are  emptied  twice  a 
day,  and  well  disinfected.  All  rubbish  is  coUected  in  heaps  and  carted  away 
to  the  depositing  site.  The  people  observe  hygienic  rules  fkr  better  thaa 
might  have  been  expected,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  ground  for  com- 
plamt  in  this  respect. 

Conditton  of  Arrivals. — New  arrivals  are  generally  in  a  very  destitute 
state,  and  require  to  be  supplied  with  clothing  and  blankets,  and  even  cooking 
utensils.  In  addition  they  are  very  often  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  having 
apparently  suffered  considerable  privations  while  living  on  the  fiinns. 
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Removed  of  Camp. — ^A  military  board  has  been  sitting  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  removing  the  camp,  and  I  understand  has  advocated  a  return 
to  the  site  originally  chosen,  which  is  in  every  way  a  more  suitable  spot.  T 
am  daily  expecting  to  receive  notice  to  prepare  for  the  removal. 

Greneral — The  past  month  has  b^n  a  most  trying  one  to  all  concerned 
on  account  of  the  severe  epidemic  of  measles  with  which  the  camp  has  been 
afflicted.  The  death  roll  is  in  consequence  largely  increased,  but  I  hope  the 
worst  of  it  is  now  over.  The  medical  officers  are  worthy  of  commendation  for 
the  untiring  way  in  which  they  have  attended  to  the  wants  of  their  patients ; 
in  this  they  have  been  loyally  supported  by  the  matron  and  her  staff  of 
probationers. 

(Signed)        J.  SWART, 

Superintendent. 


STANDERTON. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Standerton,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


1901       .. 
1901     .. 

Men. 

615 
64 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Ohildren. 

In  Camp  1 
Arrivals 
Births 

1,120 
62 

1,282 

98 

4 

679 
9 

1,172 
48 

1,384 
24 

Departures .  • 
Deaths 

5 

4 

45 
8 

12 
12 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

In  Camp  81 

670 

1,124 

1,860 

Sick  in  Camp. 

•         ..         ••        ..         .•         .. 

Men. 

Women. 

Childrea 

Weekending    7.  6.    01.. 
„            14.   „      „  •  • 
„              21.    ,,      „  •  • 

5 
8 
4 
4 

10 
14 
18 
20 

9 

10 

8 

9 

Deaths. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  I  year 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

„      12     „       „  40    ,,         

"  „      40     „       „  50     „         

„     50    „       „  over           

3 

1 

6 
2 

5 
15 

4 

8 

20 

Number  op  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhosa     .. 
Dysentery  . . 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 
Enteric 


11 
11 


Whooping:  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 
Heart  Disease  . . 
Asthenia 


Asthma 

Bright's  Disease    . . 

Croup 

Inflamation  of  Boweh 
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(Signed) 


U 


FRANK  WINFIELD, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp,  StandertoTiy 

7th  July,  1901. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 

Pretoria. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  hand  you  my  Report  on  this  camp  for  the  month  of  June,  1901. 

Treatment  of  the  Sick. — The  arrangements  for  treatment  of  the  sick  are 
adequate.  We  have  four  large  marquees,  besides  smaller  ones  for  hospital 
use,  and  a  room  built  of  sods  and  plaster  has  been  added  for  the  use  of 

Eatients  who  are  suffering  from  pulmonary  diseases,  as  our  M.O.  considers  a 
uilding  of  this  kind  superior  to  canvas  for  these  patients. 

Oiir  M.O.,  Dr.  Osborne,  is  very  attentive  to  the  sick  and  his  departure 
will  be  regretted  by  alL  In  view,  however,  of  the  possibility  of  sudden  cases 
of  indisposition  which  may  prove  fetal  unless  promptly  attended  to,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  M.O.  should  live  in  or  near  the  camp,  and  your 
decision  to  appoint  a  resident  doctor  has  given  general  satisfaction. 

Committees  are  being  formed  for  visiting  tne  sick  in  their  tents,  and  also 
for  reporting  cases  of  illness. 

Hospital  Staff. — This  consists  of  the  M.O.,  Dr.  Osborne,  the  matron, 
Mrs.  Barrett,  and  12  probationer,  who,  the  matron  reports,  are  doing  their 
duty  well.  These  young  ladies  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  time 
when  they  will  be  supplied  with  the  uniform  dress  which  you  have  promised 
them,  and  which  I  understand  will  soon  be  here.  I  think  they  will  take 
great  pride  in  this  uniform,  which  should  prove  an  incentive  to  them  to 
perform  further  good  work  and  be  an  inducement  to  others  to  join  the  nursing 
staff,  should  their  services  be  required. 

We  have  no  other  nursing  organisation  beyond  the  hospital  staff,  as  it 
has  not  been  found  necessary  to  form  one  at  present. 

Medical  Comfwts. — These  have  been  issued  fireely  during  the  month  to 
deserving  cases,  and  included  milk,  meat  extract,  brandy,  wine,  arrowroot, 
cornflour,  cocoa,  MelHn's  food,  macaroni,  oatmeal,  patent  barley,  sago,  tapioca, 
tea,  flavouring  essence,  etc.,  etc. 

Facilities  for  Public  Worship. — ^Every  Sunday  afternoon  Divine  Service 
is  held  in  the  camp  by  the  Rev.  Theunissen,  of  this  town.  These  services  are 
held  in  the  open  air,  and  are  well  attended.  I  am  corresponding  through  the 
Rev.  Theunissen,  with  a  Rev.  gentleman — Mr.  Esslen — now  residing  in 
Durban,  with  a  view  to  his  coming  to  Standerton  as  spiritual  adviser  to  the 
refugees  of  this  camp. 

School  Accommodation. — I  understand  that  th^  Educational  Department 
are  making  arrangements  to  erect  a  school  in  the  camp.  Great  difficulty  is 
however,  experienced  in  getting  the  materials  for  buildings,  owing  to  the 
great  demand  for  trucks  for  the  use  of  the  military  authorities,  but  I  hope  to 
see  this  building  erected  at  an  early  date.  At  present  the  Government 
school  is  in  town,  and  the  distance  from  this  camp  is  too  great,  more  especially 
for  the  younger  children. 

The  school  stafi  consists  of  the  head  master — Mr.  Hugo,  and  four 
assistant  teachers.  The  attendance  from  the  camp  is  not  good  for  the  reason 
above  stated. 

I  beg  to  attach  hea^l  master's  report  for  your  perusal. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — ^These  are  under  the  charge  of  a  refugee,  who 
has  a  gang  of  natives  to  assist  him.  The  people  are  taught  to  observe 
hygienic  rules ;  small  fines  are  imposed  on  them  by  the  resident  magistrate 
when  they  are  brought  before  him  charged  with  breaking  the  sanitary  rules 
of  the  camp.     Some  have  been  dismissed  with  a  caution. 

Distribution  of  Blankets,  etc. — The  Netherlands  Relief  Fund  have 
distributed  300  rugs  during  the  month,  and  I  have  issued  a  like  number. 
We  still  have  blankets  on  hand  in  case  they  should  be  needed  by  families 
brought  in  by  the  columns.  Such  things  as  boots,  clothing,  etc.,  are  being 
issued  to  the  most  deserving  cases. 
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Condition  of  People  arriving  in  Camp — Some  have  arrived  in  an  almost 
destitute  condition,' being  very  scantily  clothed;  these  have  been  supplied 
with  warm  clothing,  rugs,  etc.,  and  everything  is  done  to  make  them  as 
comfortable  as  possible. 

Poynton's  Store. — This  shop,  being  in  the  camp,  is  of  great  assistance,  as 
most  of  the  stores  in  Standerton  are  but  poorly  supplied  with  goods. 
Messrs.  Poynton  have  generally  a  good  supply  ot  blankets  and  warm  clothing 
on  hand,  and  I  have  not  found  the  prices  charged  by  them  excessive. 

Accommodation. — Upon  the  arrival  of  the  300  Bell  tents  on  order,  we 
shall  have  ample  accommodation  for  the  present.  I  hope  that  during  the 
month  of  July  we  shall  be  able  to  remove  all  the  people  at  present  residing 
in  the  Dopper  Church,  and  in  Standerton,  who  are  drawmg  Government 
rations,  into  the  camp. 

Some  of  the  marquee  tents  in  use  at  present  will  have  to  be  returned  to 
the  Ordnance  Department  on  the  arrival  of  the  Bell  tent& 

Stores. — The  non-arrival  of  stores,  flour  especially,  caused  some  anxiety 
to  the  Acting  Suparintendent  during  the  month,  but  the  military  came  to 
the  rescue  and  lent  us  200  bags  of  flour,  which  have  still  to  be  returned  to 
them.     The  quality  of  the  stores  supplied  has  been  good. 

Fuel. — ^Ooal  and  wood  have  oeen  coming  forward  regularly  and  in 
sufficient  quantities,  but  since  the  three  reliigee  women  absconded  on  the 
night  of  the  28th  June,  the  G.O.C.  has  issued  an  order  forbidding  the  people 
of  the  ca.mp  to  go  out  collecting  dung,  as  formerly.  This  is  a  great  hardship 
to  them,  they  being  accustomed  to  use  dung  as  fiiel,  but  at  the  same  time,  I 
consider  the  action  of  the  G.O.C.  a  wise  one  and  necessary.  It  will, 
however,  add  to  the  expenditure  of  the  department,  as  more  wood  will  now 
be  needed. 

Water. — This  is  at  present  being  brought  from  a  spring  in  the  vicinity. 
Tanks  are  being  erected  over  fire  grating  for  the  purpose  of  boiling  all  the 
drinking  water.     One  is  completed  and  works  well 

Climate. — The  weather  has  not  been  quite  so  severe  as  during  the  month 
of  May,  and  the  health  of  the  camp  appears  to  have  improved. 

I  have  requested  the  M.O.  to  forward  his  report  to  you. 

Bvildings. — Our  store  building  is  far  too  small  and  inadequate,  and  I 
would  suggest  that  you  sanction  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building,  specifica- 
tions of  which  I  will  forward  for  your  consideration. 

i  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  FRANK  WINGFIELD, 

Acting  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Standerton, 

7th  July,  1901. 

Medical  Report. 

During  the  month  of  June  there  were  32  deaths  at  the  Burgher  Camp^ 
Standerton. 

Children  under  1  year  of  age    . .  •  •        4,  including  3  bronchitis. 

Deaths  from  enteric       . .  • .  .  •        7 

„  „     lung  disease  . .  . .  13 

„  „     other  diseases,  viz. ,  Bright's 

disease,  heart  failure,  asthenia          . .        8 

Half  of  the  deaths  in  camp,  viz.  16,  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  lung,  in 
my  opinion  caused  by  the  very  cold  weather  we  have  lately  experienced,  and 
the  disregard  of  parents  for  the  welfare  of  their  children. 

Children  with  whooping  cough  living  in  the  tents  are  very  liable  to 
bronchitis. 

This  disease  has  increased  in  the  camp  during  the  last  month. 

(7925)  U  2 
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Enteric  has  not  diminished  as  much  as  it  ought  to  have  done  during  the 
cold  weather,  but  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  due  to  the  bad  water  supply  and  the 
carelessness  of  the  people  in  not  first  boiling  the  water  before  drinking  it. 
This  cause  will,  however,  be  removed  as  soon  as  all  the  tanks  for  boiling  water 
are  erected. 

Sanitation  has  improved  in  the  camp  as  a  new  sanitary  inspector  has 
been  appointed  who  attends  to  his  work  better. 

(Signed)  HERBEET  OSBORNE. 


Standerton^ 

2nd  July,  1901. 
The  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camp,  Standerton. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  enclose  herewith  two  forms,  *''  F.  Education,"  duly  filled  in. 
I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  school  is  more  and  more  being  appreciated. 
During  the  early  part  of  June  the  average  attendance  was  only  something 
over  220 ;  at  the  end  of  the  same  month  it  had  increased  to  275. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  establishment  of  a  branch  school  in  your  C€kmp 
itself  will  be  a  real  boon  to  the  inhabitants.  I  am  aware  that  such  a  scheme 
is  contemplated ;  I  would  trust  that  at  no  distant  date  we  shall  see  the 
ordered  building  erected.  At  least  95  per  cent,  of  the  camp  children  do  not 
make  use  of  the  school  in  the  town.  I  admit  we  have  barely  room  for  those 
on  the  books,  still  one  cannot  help  wishing  to  see  them  all  attend  schooL 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  J.  W.  HUGO, 

Head  Master,  Standerton  SchooL 


VEREENIGING. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Vereeniging,  Month  ending 

30.6.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

ChHdren. 

In  Camp,  1.6.1901         

Arrivals 

Births         

174 
2 

242 

7 

891 

10 

4 

176 
5 

249 

7 

405 
12 

Departures 

Deaths        

4 

1 

4 
3 

10 
2 

•• 

•• 

•• 

In  Camp,  30.6.1901 

171 

242 

398 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Mea 

Women. 

Children. 

Weekending    7.    6.    01 

))             14.     j>       »            . .          .  •          . .          . .          .  • 

9)                       ^1.         99           99                   •  ■                  •  •                  •  •                  •  •                  •  •                  •  • 

28.     „      „          

1 
1 
2 

1 

2 

4 
2 
8 

14 
2 

5 
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Dbaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Childreu. 

Under  1 5  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

,.       1  year  and  12  years 

„     12  years  and  40  years 

"     40      „       „    50     „ 

„     50      „      „    over         '.          

~ 

1 

1 
1 

2 

Total         

1 

3 

2 

Number  of  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea 
Dysentery  . . 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 


Enteric . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 


Heart  Disease 
Old  Age    .. 
Gastro-enteritis 
Childbirth.. 


(Signed)  BURTON  TUCKER, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Oamp^  Vereeniging. 
Report  for  the  Month  of  June,  1901. 

Food  Supply. — There  have  been  no  complaints  about  the  food  during  the 
past  month,  the  quality  of  the  provisions  supplied  having  left  nothing  to  be 
desired. 

Hospital  and  Staff. — ^Five  marquees  form  the  hospital  and  can  accom- 
modate over  80  patients.  The  staff  consists  of  the  doctor,  a  qualified  nurse 
as  matron,  and  two  assistants  drawn  from  the  refiigees,  and  several  servants. 

Treatment  of  Sick. — Serious  cases  of  illness  are  removed  to  the  hospital, 
where  more  attention  can  be  given  them.  Others  not  so  serious  are  reported 
to  the  M.O.,  who  attends  them  in  their  tents.  At  certain  hours  during  the 
day  the  doctor  attends  at  the  dispensary,  where  he  can  be  seen  by  all 
requiring  his  advice.  Medical  comforts  are  issued  to  all  deserving  cases,  and 
comprise  brandy,  wine,  biscuits,  maizena,  pearl  barley,  rice,  sago,  meat  extracts, 
soup,  milk,  etc. 

Committees. — A  committee  of  five  refugee  women  has  been  formed  and 
these  conduct  a  tent-to- tent  visitation,  seeking  out  all  cases  of  sickness,  which 
are  immediately  reported  to  the  doctor.  The  families  attend  to  their  own 
sick  relatives,  who  are  allowed  to  remain  in  their  tents,  but  these  are  dieted 
according  to  the  doctor's  orders.  There  is  no  other  nursing  organisation  in 
eamp  at  present. 

Church  Services.— ^evvicQQ  are  held  in  the  schoolroom  and  are  well 
attended.  There  is  no  ordained  minister,  but  one  of  the  burghers  oflSiciates 
and  administers  as  far  as  possible  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  congregation. 

School. — This  is  under  the  charge  of  a  qualified  teacher  and  three  girl 
assistants  irom  the  camp.  A  building,  36  feet  X  24  feet,  and  a  large  store 
tent  are  utilised  for  this  purpose.  The  attendance  is  236,  and  the  children 
appear  very  anxious  to  learn. 

Sanitary. — The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  camp  are  very  good.  The 
latrine  buckets  are  emptied  daily,  and  holes  are  dug  for  the  reception  of  slops. 
All  rubbish  is  collected  in  heaps  and  removed  by  carts  to  the  depositing  site, 
some  distance  away.  It  is  a  very  diflBcult  matter,  however,  to  induce  these 
people  to  study  cleanliness,  as  they  have  an  utter  disregard  for  all  sanitary 
regulations. 
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Poyntcyris. — ^This  store  has  been  of  great  use  and  assistance  in  supplying- 
clothincy  and  blankets,  and  the  demand  for  these  articles  has  been  so  great 
that  they  have  very  little  stock  in  hand  at  present,  though  daily  expecting  a 
fresh  consignment.  A  considerable  number  of  blankets  have  been  issued  and 
a  large  quantity  of  clothing  sent  from  head  office.  In  addition  £23  \\s.  Od. 
worth  of  wearing  apparel  has  been  bought  with  the  money  granted  by  the 
Btargher  Relief  Fund. 

Condition  of  Arrivals. — New  comers-are  invariably  most  scantily  supplied 
with  clothing,  and  have  to  be  provided  with  everything  ;  the  majority  arrive 
in  fairly  good  health. 

Boiler. — The  water  tank  has  been  provided  with  a  ftirnace,  and  the  water 
now  used  by  the  refugees  is  all  boiled,  so  that  there  should  be  a  considerable 
diminution  in  the  number  of  enteric  cases. 

Destincctor. — ^This  is  now  in  working  order  and  all  excreta  from  the 
hospital  is  being  burnt. 

Transport. — The  transport  arrangements  are  adequate,  there  being- 
three  spans  of  oxen  in  use  ;  some  of  these  belonging  to  Government  and  the 
remainder  to  refugees. 

I  enclose  Dr.  Boyd's  report  for  the  past  month. 

(Signed)  BURTON  TUCKER, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Vereeniging, 
1st  July,  1901. 
The  Superintendeht,  Burgher  Camp, 
Vereeniging. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  in  regard  to  the  health  of  your 
camp  during  the  month  of  June,  1901. 

(1)  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Camj). — ^This  continues  to  be  in  a  satis- 
factory condition.  The  recent  eviction  of  the  greater  number  of  the  Kaffirs 
from  the  location  which  was  gradually  forming  in  close  proximity  of  the  Boer 
camp,  has  been  a  great  improvement. 

(2)  Health  of  the  Inhabitants. — I  regret  to  have  to  record  that  the 
epidemic  of  enteric  fever  is  still  lasting,  ana  there  have  been  a  larger  number 
of  cases  of  this  disease  during  the  month  than  usual  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
presence  of  this  disease,  the  health  of  the  people  would  have  been  good. 

I  have  admitted  twelve  cases  of  illness  to  hospital,  eleven  of  these  being^ 
cases  of  enteric  fever,  in  the  proportion  of  one  man,  five  women,  and  five 
children. 

The  only  other  case  admitted  to  hospital  was  that  of  a  young  woman- 
suffering  from  hysteria. 

Six  deaths  occurred — they  are  as  follows  : — 


Name. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Cause  of  death. 

Date  of  deatL 

Mrs.  H.  S.  M.  Coester       

Child  of  Q.  Meyrings        

Child  of  M.  J.  a  v.  d.  Westhuizen 

Mrs-A.  S.  Kock 

Miss  S.  S.  MuUer    . . 

C.  J.  T  Coester 

P. 
M. 
M. 
F. 
F. 
M. 

78 
7  months 
1  mouth 

86 

48 

75 

Old  age . . 

Gkistro-enteritis 

Bronchitis 

Pregnancy 

Heart  disease  . . 

Oldage.. 

8/6/01 
17/6/01 
22/6/01 
24/6/01 
26/6/01 
29/6/01 

m 


^3)  Genei'al  Remarks. — It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  increase 
entenc  fever ;  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  is  good,  the  water  used  is^ 
all  boiled  in  the  boiler  recently  erected  for  this  purpose,  and  the  climate  at 
this  time  of  the  year  is  perfect.     I  understand,  however,  that  our  experience 
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18  not  unique,  and  in  the  military  hospitals  a  large  number  of  enteric  cases 
hare  been  admitted. 

I  hope  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange  with  the  military  authorities  to 
obtain  our  water  supply  from  the  new  well  being  constructed,  when  this  is 
available 

(Signed)        ALLAN  STUAKT  BOYD,  M.B.,  CM., 

M.O. 


Vbeeeniging  Buegheb  Camp. 


Sports  were  held  in  this  camp  on  the  29th  June,  and  passed  off  very 
successfully  ;  there  were  twenty  entries,  and  the  sum  of  £23  was  given  away 
in  prizes.  Each  event  was  keenly  contested,  and  the  prize-winners  were 
^eeted  with  rounds  of  applaitlse. 

Judges. 

Captain  Bentinck,  A.D.C.  Mr.  B.  Tucker,  Supt. 

Dr.  Boyd.  Mr.  C.  T.  Qulee. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Evens.  Mr.  G.  F.  Rogerson. 

Starter. — Mr.  P.  Hesketh. 

Events. 

{\)  220  yards  flat  race  for  men. — 10  competitors.    Prizes  10^.,  7s.  6(i.,  5^. 
{•2)  100  yards  flat  race  for  boys. — 12  competitors.     Prizes  65.,  45.,  35- 

25.,  l5. 

{3)  100  yards  flat  race  for  boys. — 13  competitors.     Prizes  65.,  45.,  35,, 

25.,  l5. 

^4)  100  yards  flat  race  for  boys. — 14  competitors.     Prizes  65.,  45.,  35., 

25.,  l5. 

«(5)  100  yards  flat  race  for  boys. — 17  competitors.     Prizes  65.,  45.,  35., 

25.,  l5. 

"^6)  Sack  race  for  men.  — 11  competitors.     Prizes  7s.  6d.,  55.,  25.  Sd. 

{7)  100  yards  flat  race  for  girls. — 13  competitors.     Prizes  65.,  45.,  35., 

25.,  l5. 

{S)  100  yards  flat  race  for  girls. — 13  competitors.     Prizes  65.,  45.,  35., 

25.,  Is. 
(9)  100  yards  flat  race  for  girls. — 9  competitors.      Prizes  65.,  45.,  35., 

25.,  l5. 

•(10)  Long  jump. — 13  competitors.     Prizes  IO5.,  7s.  6d.,  5s. 

(11)  Potato  race  for  girls.— 8  competitors.     Prizes  7s.  6d.,  55.,  25.  Gd. 

h,2)  Potato  race  for  girls. — 8  competitors.     Prizes  7s.  6(i.,  55.,  25.  6d. 

(13)  100  yards  flat  race  for  men. — 14  competitors.     Prizes  IO5..  7s.  6d.y 

55.,  25.  6d. 

(14)  100  yards  flat  race  for  boys  of  15  and  16. — 14  competitors.     Prizes 

85.,  65.,  45.,  25. 
^15)  Tug  of  War  k  la  tortoise.— Prizes  IO5.,  75.  60?.,  55. 

(16)  Threading  the  needle  race  for  girls. — 14  competitors.     Prizes  IO5., 

75.  6rf.,  55.,  25.  6rf. 

(17)  Human  wheelbarrow  race. — 16  competitors.     Prizes  145.,  IO5.,  65. 

(18)  Egg  and  spoon  race  for  girls. — 14  competitors.    Prizes  IO5.,  75.  6d..  5s. 

(19)  Three-legged  race. — 4  competitors.     Prizes  145.,  IO5.,  65. 


^19)  Three-legged  race. — 4  competitors.  Prizes  145. 
4  20)  Cock  fight. — 4  competitors.  Prizes  75.  6d.^  5s. 
^21)  Tug  of  war. — 2  teams.     Prize  225.  6d. 
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BELFAST. 


STATDancAL  Betubh  for  Burgher  C^unp,  Bel&st,  Month  ending  30.6.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  7.6.1901          

Arrivals 

Births         

■— " 

^^ 

— 

.53 
74 

117 
174 

V53 

Totol 

Departnres 

Deaths         

^_^ 

1 

2 

127 

291 

1 

9 

•  • 

•• 

In  Camp,  31.6.1901 

127 

290 

406 

Sick  ik  Cakp. 


6. 

01          

»>               ••             •♦             ••             ••             •• 



99                      ..                   ..                  ..                  ..                   ..                  •• 

Men. 

w 

'omen. 

ChUdren. 

Week  ending    7. 
14. 
21. 
28. 

6 
2 

12 

40 

1 

Deaths. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    . . 

9,       I  year  and  12  years    . . 

„     12  years  and  40  years  . . 

,9     40     „       „     50     9,      .. 

„    50     „       „     over 

— 

1  1  n  1 

1   1   1  .«  1   1 

Total 

— 

1  1 

; 

2 

Number  of  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

1 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

Enteric        

Whooping  Cough  . , 

2 

1 

1 
Influenza 
Marasmus 
Heart  Disease . . 

1  1  1 

(Signed)  G.  F.  ESSELEN, 

Camp  SuperintendeDt 


Burgher  Camp,  Belfast, 

10th  June,  1901 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 

Pretoria. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  Report  that  we  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  3rd  June,  in  the 
same  train  with  a  large  number  of  refugees.  . 

Military  Authorities. — After  presenting  my  credentials  to  the  O.C.  here^ 
i  nmediate  steps  were  taken  by  them  to  accommodate  all  arrivals  in  the  best 
way  possible,  but  as  the  transport  available  for  this  purpose  was  limited,  this 
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took  a  considerable  time.     Up  to  now  I  have  had  every  courtesy,  consider- 
ation, heJp,  and  advice  from  the  above  department. 

State  of  the  Town. — I  found  the  contents  of  the  houses  and  buildings 
damaged.  The  limits  allotted  to  me  for  camp  purposes  are  rather  small,  being 
several  liouses,  the  Dopper  church  and  township,  and  some  houses  on  the  west 
side  of  the  blcck-house  limits. 

Refugees, — These  were,  as  usual,  mixed,  and,  owing  to  the  very  severe 
weather,  had  to  suffer  somewhat  until  they  were  housed.  A  good  number  of 
these  are  fairly  well  off,  and  are  cr\ung  out  for  a  store  where  they  may 
purchase  clotliing,  socks,  boots  and  other  necessaries,  and  as  some  arrived  here 
practically  naked,  I  shall  be  glad  if  Poyntou  Bros.,  or  any  other  merchant, 
could  open  hire  at  once,  as  some  families  must  have  clothing  for  their 
cl.ildren. 

1  should  like  to  make  a  suggestion  under  this  heading  which  would  save 
endless  trouble,  labour  and  confusion.  I  note  that  families  are  sent  from  all 
parts,  irrespective  of  a  note  being  taken  as  to  where  their  residence  is.  If, 
at  each  receiving  railway  station  a  trustworthy  burgher,  who  has  taken  the 
oath,  could  bo  placed  to  sort  and  report  on  the  families,  an  immense  amount 
of  labour,  trouble  and  suffering  could  be  avoided.  The  families  could  all 
bring  what  tl  ey  can,  loads  of  furniture,  etc.,  etc.,  and  the  moment  they  are 
housed  and  retted,  they  ask  to  be  removed  to  their  own  district  homes. 

Stores. — I  should  like  to  know  whether  indents  were  placed  at  the  coast 
for  my  continual  three  weeks'  advance  supply,  apart  from  the  order  which  was 
Kent  from  Pretoria  to  commence  this  camp  with,  or  must  I  indent  you  now  in 
the  usual  waj  ? 

Heat  Supply. — I  had  a  little  trouble  and  delay  in  the  first  issues,  but 
have  now  ananged  the  matter  with  the  D.A.A.G.,  Middelburg,  who  will 
supply  cattle,  and  have  ordered  some  tools  to  slaughter  and  issue  meat  rations 
to  our  burghers  here,  instead  of  sending  them  out  of  camp  for  their  supplies. 

Transpoi  t.-^The  military,  although  very  willing  to  give  every  assistance, 
are  themselvtis  very  short  of  transport.  I  shall  have  to  get  a  few  carts  and  a 
wagon  and  some  mules  to  do  our  own  transport  from  railway  station  into 
camp. 

Sautlaiion. — This  wi)l  be  taken  in  hand  immediately;  I  have  started  a 
man  to  repair  all  wells  and  pumps,  and  have  already  commenced  to  take  the 
initiative  steps  to  combat  the  evils  accompanying  the  neglect  of  this 
department. 

GeneraL — The  weather  has  been  most  bitterly  cold.  We  have  issued 
coal,  but  at  present  the  supply  is  very  limited.  On  the  whole  the  people 
seem  to  be  very  well  satisfied. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  G.  F.  ESSELEN, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Belfast, 

27th  June,  1901. 
To  the  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 

Pretoria. 
Dear  Sir, 

Monthly  Report. 

I  beg  to  Report  that  since  my  last  Report  there  has  been  very  much  sick- 
ness in  the  camp,  in  fact,  there  is  hardly  a  single  man,  child  or  woman 
who  has  escaped  without  some  sort  of  attack,  such  as  colds,  influenza,  slight 
attacks  of  dvsentery,  pneumonia,  &c.  I  am  hopeful  that  as  soon  as  this  raw, 
wet  w^eather  blows  over  or  is  played  out,  and  we  get  a  spell  of  dry,  bright, 
frosty  weather,  the  present  prevailing  ailments  will  lessen  considerably. 

Church  Services.— Both,  the  Dutch  Reformed  and  Dopper  Church  being 
1)ejond  the  blockhouse  limits,  the  burghers  were,  by  kind  permission  of  the  Com- 
mandant, allowed  to  hold  service  in  the  English  Church,  and  the  M.  chaplain, 
Mr.  Newton,  held  an  open-air  service  in  the  camp,  here.     With  the  assistance 
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aud  permission  of  the  Commandant,  I  have  had  the  Dopper  Church  furniture 
removed  into  camp,  and  have  allowed  the  committee  to  utilise  a  large  iron 
building  as  a  church,  and  also  for  a  school.  This  building  has  accommodation 
for  400  to  500  people,  and  they  are  satisfied  and  happy  to  have  the  use  of  it. 

.Education. — The  same  committee,  \vho  have  charge  of  church  matters, 
have  made  a  commencement  to  open  a  school.  The  place  and  furniture  is 
ready  ;  all  that  we  now  require  is  the  books  and  teachers.  I  regret  that  an 
unpleasant  incident  mars  my  first  attempt  at  opening  a  school.  A 
Mr.  J.  J.  Malan,  who  is  a  good  Dutch  scholar,  and  is  a  teacher,  went  to 
Middelburg  to  attend  his  brother  s  funeral ;  I  gave  him  a  permit,  and  specially 
asked  Middelburgs  assistance  by  way  of  advice,  assistance,  or  loan  of  books 
they  could  give  him  to  help  us  to  open  last  Monday.  This  Mr.  Malan  has 
been  arrested  in  Middelburg,  pending  further  enquiry.  I  shall  be  very  glad 
if  we  can  commence  a  school  at  an  early  date. 

Sanitation, — The  state  of  this  department  caused  me  some  anxiet}'  at 
iirst,  bub  with  pails  and  the  necessary  vehicle  I  hope  to  have  everything  in 
working  order  very  soon.  White  men  have  a  great  aversion  to  work  of  this 
sort,  and  I  shall  have  to  engage  natives. 

I'ransport. — The  question,  of  transport  has  been  troubling  me,  but  as 
soon  as  I  can'get  a  wagon  or  some  carts  this  difficulty  will  be  overcome.  I  have 
cattle  enough  in  camp,  but  no  gear  or  wagons  or  carts.  One  refugee  family 
alone  will  supply  fifty  trek  oxen,  which  will  be  suSIcient,  and  working  oxen 
will  be  very  much  cheaper  than  any  other  animals,  as  they  will  require  little 
or  no  feeding. 

Fuel. — As  it  is  so  very  cold  here,  I  have  increased  the  ordinary  ration  of 
-coal,  and  with  a  little  wood  and  dry  cowdung  the  people  appear  to  manage 
very  well. 

Meat  Supply. — Now  that  the  killing  is  done  in  camp,  there  are  no 
-complaints.  The  D.A.A.G.  has  supplied  us  with  a  number  of  sheep  and  goats 
at  8c/.  per  lb.,  dead  weight,  but,  as  the  supply  is  very  limited,  it  will  probably 
be  necessary  to  purchase  stock  from  the  refugees,  though  very  few  have 
brought  any  in  with  them.  I  have,  however,  received  two  ofifers  from  private 
individuals  to  supply  us  with  meat  at  8(Z.  per  lb. 

Labour  Supply. — The  refugees  seem  very  unwilling  to  do  any  work 
without  pay.  We  were  somewhat  pushed  in  the  beginning,  and,  as  there 
were  not  many  men,  I  was  obliged  to  pay  25.  6(1.  per  day  ;  but  the  money  was 
.well  earned.  The  women  also  seem  to  be  under  the  impression  that  they  are 
<^ntitled  to  draw  pay  for  everything  they  do.  For  instance,  I  tried  to  get  up 
an  organised  women  s  sewing  class,  but  found  they  all  wanted  payment  except 
two,  who  were  prepared  to  do  work  for  Ch.arity's  sake. 

Poynton  Bros.  Store. — The  want  of  some  place  or  store  where  clothing, 
boots,  socks,  and  warm  clothing  could  be  purchased  is  very  badly  needed,  and 
1  shall  be  glad  when  Messrs.  Poynton  can  establish  a  biisiness  here. 

Teitt.i  and  Accommodation. — The  majority  of  the  houses  allotted  to  us  by 
the  military  are  all  full  up,  and  new  arrivals  are  accommodated  in  tents. 

Hospital  and  Staff. — The  hospital  is  under  the  charge  of  the  M.O.,  who 
is  assl-sted  by  a  matron,  dispenser,  and  two  probationers — the  daughters  of 
refugees.  All  serious  cases  are  imm^rdiately  admittevl  into  hospital,  where 
they  ai^e  well  cared  for.  Persons  who  are  not  so  ill  as  to  necessitate  their 
going  to  hospital,  are  treated  in  their  own  tents.  Medical  comforts  are  issued 
to  all  deserving  cases,  and  medicines  can  always  l>e  obtained  at  tiie  dispensarj'-, 
Avhere  the  doctor  attends  daily  to  prescribe. 

General. — With  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  where  women  are  very 
bitter,  I  think  I  can  safely  state  that  all  inmates  are  well  satisfied  with  the 
treatment  they  get. 

Of  course  the  cold  weather  has  told  on  them,  and  scarcity  of  blankets, 
bedding,  &c.,  has  caused  a  certain  amount  of  sufreiing,  but  we  have  given 
Ijlankets  in  most  cases  of  necessity.  Mr.  Murray  has  built  t\vo  large  ovens  in 
which  they  can  bake  their  bread,  and  these  are  very  much  appreciated. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)        G.  F.  ESSELEN, 

Superintendent. 
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VOLSKRUST, 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Volksi'ust,  Mouth  ending  30.6.1901, 


Men. 

Women. !  Children. 

1 

Men. 

I 
Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.6.1901         

Arrivals      . ,         . , 

•  • 

• «              •  • 

602 
114 

2,000 
250 

2,208 
189 

Births          

Total        1 

Departures  . .          . .          . .         . . ' 

Deaths        

•  • 
6 

7 

•  ■ 

26 

716 

2,250 

7 

2,897 
26 

•• 

• . 

In  Camp,  30.6.1901        ; 

1 

710 

2,243 

2,871 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Weekending    7.     6.     01 

11^  ^V7.         «)  11 


Children. 


84 
90 
57 
41 


Deaths. 


Men. 

I 

omen. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    . . 

„        1  year  and  1 2  years    , ,          , 

5 

1 

5 
2 

1 

8 

17 

„        12  years  and  40  years 
„        40      „       „    50      „ 
M        50     ,,       ,,    over 

*                   .  •                   •  • 

.. 

Total 

(> 

7 

26 

Nlmbek  of  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea       .  • 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 


—      Enteric     . . 

6  ;    Whooping  Cough 
1  'I  Influenza. . 

7  ;|  Marasmus 

II 


10 

1 
1 


Heart  Disease. 
Various 


2 

11 


(Signed)  J.  J.  C.VRTER, 

Camp  SiiperintendeiiL 


Burgher  Campy 

Volksrust, 

Report  ftT  the  Month  of  June,  1901. 

Situation. — The  new  camp  is  situated  about  300  yards  south-east  of  the 
railway  station,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  tlie  village  of  Volksrust,  whicli  is 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  railway  line  with  reference  to  the  camp.  The  site 
is  well  drained,  being  on  ground  gently  sloping  towards  the  north-east,  east 
and  south.     For  military  reasons,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  camp  from 
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attack,  a  double  fence  of  barbed  wire  has  been  erected  around  it,  with  a  gate 
at  the  northern  side  for  the  use  of  the  inmates,  the  admission  of  supplies,  and 
for  the  carting  out  of  refuse. 

Egress  and  Ingress. — The  inmates  are  allowed  free  egress  and  ingress 
between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  4  p.m.,  and  may  roam  at  will  over  the 
village  and  anywhere  within  the  line  of  outposts. 

Water  Supply, — This  is  derived  from  a  reservoir  about  one  mile  fro9i 
camp,  by  means  of  iron  pipes  which  convey  the  water  to  the  camp.  The 
supply  )s  at  present  ample  for  all  purposes,  and  the  quality  of  the  water  is 
excellent. 

As  a  precautionary  measure  against  shortage  in  the  dry  season,  now 
approaching,  the  Royal  Engineers  are  sinking  wells  for  the  purpose  of 
augmenting  the  present  supply. 

Accommodation. — The  families  of  refugees  are  housed  in  tents.  The 
camp  is  divided  into  6  sections  known  by  letters  A  to  F.  These  are 
separated  by  broad  roadways,  which  prevent  overcrowding  and  conduce  to 
tho  health  of  inmates.  Ovens  have  been  built  at  intervals  ^all  round  the 
camp,  thus  enabling  the  people  to  bake  their  own  bread.  Their  ordinary 
cooking  is  done  in  improvised  stov^es,  made  of  corrugated  iron,  and  oil  drums, 
placed  between  the  lines  of  tents. 

Stores. — The  main  store  for  provisions  is  situated  in  the  village  some 
two  miles  away  from  the  camp.  Tliis  is  most  inconvenient,  as  it  entails  the 
necessity  of  much  labour  and  cartage.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to 
erect  a  suitable  building  in  or  near  the  camp  in  which  to  keep  all  reserves  of 
provisions.  Rations  aro  issued  from  a  small  building  near  the  centre  of  the 
camp  twice  every  week.  The  quality  of  the  flouj*,  coffee  and  meat  has  been 
excellent.  Coal  has  been  issued  in  sufficient  quantity,  but  the  quality  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  Owing  to  supplies  having  to  be  drawn  from  sucii 
collieries  as  the  railway  department  can  most  conveniently  supply  with 
rolling  stock,  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  the  best  class  of  coal.  Wood 
in  this  part  of , the  country  is  almost  unobtainable,  but  considerable  quantities 
have  been  sent  from  Pretoria,  which  suffice  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  the 
coal.  The  people  also  make  liberal  use  of  cattle  droppings,  which  make 
excellent  fuel  when  dry. 

Hospital. — This  is  in  the  village,  being  a  building  originally  used  as  an 
hotel.  It  has  three  large  wards,  a  dispensary,  besides  a  room  for  the  medical 
officer,  another  for  the  matron,  dining  room,  kitchen,  pantry,  and  usual 
outhouses.  Hospital  marquees  are  erected  as  additional  wards  adjoining  the 
main  luilding;  these  are  used  as  children s  wards,  accommodation  for  pro- 
bationer nurses,  convalescent  quarters,  or  isolation  wards.  The  medical 
officer  visits  patients  in  camp  in  their  tents  regularly,  but  all  serious  cases 
are  carefully  carried  to  the  hospital. 

Relatives  are  permitted  to  visit  patients  twice  a  week,  but  in  dangerous 
cases  they  are  allowed  to  do  so  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

The  medical  officer,  Dr.  Hamilton,  is  assisted  by  a  matron.  Nurse 
Bartman,  with  a  large  staff  of  probationers,  who  are  drawn  from  the  famihes 
in  camp.     The  medical  officer's  report  is  attached. 

School. — An  infant  school  has  been  started  and  is  well  attended.  Older 
children  attend  the  school  in  the  village. 

Church. — A  large  canvas  structure  is  provided  as  a  place  of  public 
worship.  The  Revd.  Knobel,  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  conducts 
service  every  Sunday,  and  ministers  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  burghers, 
visits  the  sick,  comforts  the  distressed,  and  performs  all  other  pastoral  duties. 
Once  a  month  the  minister  from  Wakkerstroom  visits  Volksrust  and  conducts 
divine  service  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Dutch  Church  in  the  large  church 
in  the  village.  The  inmates  of  the  camp  take  full  advantage  of  these  occasions 
to  attend  regular  service. 

Dry  Canteen. — Tins  is  established  in  the  centre  of  the  camp,  and  the 
amount  of  business  done  has  necessitated  the  enlargement  of  the  premises  to 
hold  a  larger  stock  and  to  provide  facilities  for  more  rapid  serving  of 
customers. 

Indigent  families  that  are  unable  to  provide  clothing  for  themselves  are 
supplied  with  urgent  necessaries  at  the  expense  of  the  Government  from  this 
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store.  The  majority  of  inmates  of  this  camp,  however,  are  well-to-do  people, 
who  can  aflford  to  pay  for  their  own  requirements  in  this  respect. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — Tubs  are  placed  at  intervals  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  camp  for  the  reception  of  slops  and  dirty  water.  Ashes  and  sweepings 
are  placed  set  .apart  convenient  for  removal  by  the  dust  carts.  Latrines 
fitted  with  buckets  are  placed  at  convenient  distances  outside  the  camp. 
These,  as  well  as  the  tubs  just  referred  to,  are  emptied  regularly  twice  a  day 
by  the  Contractor,  and  the  contents  taken  away  in  wagons  to  bo  buried 
about  a  mile  away  from  camp.  The  latrine  accommodation  is  at  present 
hardly  sufficient  for  the  large  number  of  people  in  camp  smce  the  recent  large 
increase  in  the  population.  To  meet  this  want,  material  has  been  indented 
for,  and  on  arrival  of  the  same,  ample  provision  will  be  made  for  all  require- 
ments in  this  respect. 

Dogs  and  fowls  having  proved  to  be  a  great  nuisance  in  camp,  by  making 
it  difficult  to  keep  the  spaces  clean,  the  military  authorities  have  sanctioned 
the  destruction  of  all  dogs,  which  has  been  done,  and  all  fowls  are  now  kept 
outside  the  camp. 

General. — The  people  are  fairly  well  behaved,  giving  little  trouble,  and 
are  contented  on  the  whole.  They  are  anxious  for  news,  and  the  declaration 
of  peace  would  be  welcomed  with  great  rejoicing. 

(Signed)        J.  J.  CARTER, 

Superintendent,  Burgher  Camp 


July  1st,  1901. 

Medical  Officers  Report  on  Burgher  Camp,  Volksriist. 
Sir, 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  during  the  month  of  June  there  were  twenty- 
seven  new  cases  of  typhoid  fever ;  from  typhoid  ai.d  its  sequels©  there  were 
six  deaths.     At  the  present  time  there  are  twenty-two  cases  on  the  books. 

I  regret  to  say  that  we  have  had  nine  cases  of  measles  in  camp.  The 
origin  of  this  disease  I  have  been  unable  to  trace. 

There  have  been  thirty-two  deaths  in  camp  during  the  month  of  June  ; 
of  these  seventeen  were  amongst  children  under  three  years  of  age. 

I  would  also  point  out  that  nine  of  these  deaths  were  uncertified.  In 
many  cases  the  friends  do  not  report  until  too  late,  partly,  I  believe,  because 
they  do  not  think  the  children  ill,  partly  because  they  fear  that  the  children 
will  be  sent  to  the  hospital.  In  one  case,  the  dispenser  reported  that  a  man 
named ^Molendorff  absolutely  refused  to  give  the  number  of  his  tent  because, 
he  said,  his  child  should  not  go  to  the  hospital ;  all  he  wanted  was  medicine. 

The  cold  weather  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  principal  cause  of  the  mortality 
among  the  children  and  old  people. 

Considering  the  size  of  the  camp,  and  the  severe  weather,  the  general 
health  of  the  camp  is  satisfactory. 

I  am, 

Faithfully  yours, 
(Signed)        RICHARD  HAMILTON,  M.D.,  London. 

M.O. 
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Reports  by  Dr.   Kendal  Franks  on  the  Boer 
Refugee  Camps  at  Irene  and  Johannesburg. 


Aemy  Headquarters,  Socjth  Africa. 
Sir,  Pretoria,  July  26th,  1901. 

.  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewnth  for  your  information  reports  by 
Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  Honorary  Consnhing  Surgeon  to  H.M.'s  Forces  in  South 
Africa,  on  the  Burgher  Refugee  Camps  at  Irene  and  Johannesburg. 

Dr.  Franks  is  making  a  careful  inspection  of  all  the  camps  in  turn,  aud 
his  reports  will  be  duly  submitted. 

His  wide  experience   in   South   Africa,  and   his   high   standing   in    his 
profession,  are  strong  guarantees  for  the  value  of  his  reports. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

KITCHENER,  General. 
Comnianding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 
To  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


IRENE. 


The  Ihirghev  Camp,  Irene. 

July  nth,  1901. 

On  July  nth  I  visited  the  Burgher  Camp  at  Irene,  and  spent  nearly 
seven  hours  there  in  making  as  minute  and  as  thorough  an  inspection  of  the 
camp  in  al!  its  departments  as  was  possible.  I  was  greatly  assisted  in  this  by 
Dr.  Neethling,  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  camp.  He  is  a  Hollander, 
and  served  with  the  Boers  during  the  war ;  he  was  captured  at  Pietersburg, 
and  has  since  then  taken  charge  of  this  camp.  His  statements  therefore  were 
not  biassed  in  favour  of  the  British,  and  were  therefore  the  more  valuable, 
especially  as  I  consider  him  a  very  fair-minded  man.  I  also  received  valuable 
assistance  from  Mr.  Wright,  the  storekeeper,  a  most  capable  official,  from 
Sister  Walsh,  the  matron,  and  from  Miss  Van  Warmlo,  one  of  the  Dutch  ladies 
who  have  voluntarily  given  their  services  to  assist  the  people  in  the  camp. 
There  are  six  of  these  ladies,  they  live  in  the  camp  and  act  as  district  nurses. 

The  camp  is  divided  into  six  wards  or  districts,  and  each  of  these  ladies 
has  charge  of  a  ward.  Miss  Van  Warinlos  ward  contains  all  the  new  arrivals, 
and  as  these  are  almost  all  extremely  poor  people  of  the  lowest  class,  I  found 
here  the  greatest  amount  of  sickness,  dirt,  and  want  of  clothing,  and 
ignorance  to  be  found  in  the  camp.  As  most  of  Miss  Van  Warmlo's  state- 
ments were  coloured  by  what  she  found  in  her  own  ward  I  was  especially 
glad  of  the  opportunity  to  visit  her  ward  in  her  .company,  (uid  of  sifting  her 
statements  for  myself  on  the  spot. 

I  first  visited  the  hospital.  This  consists  of  seven  large  marquees  ;  each 
marquee  is  furnished  with  six  beds,  so  that  tl)ere  is  no  overcrowding.  One 
marquee  is  reserved  for  maternity  cases.  There  are  thus  36  beds  available 
for  all  other  cases  of  sickness  and  six  beds  for  maternity  cases.  More  can  be 
provided  if  necessary.  On  this  day  (July  11th)  there  were  only  13  patients 
in  these  seven  marquees,  a  remarkably  small  number  out  of  the  total  of  sick 
in  camp.  The  returns  for  the  week  immediately  preceding  my  visit  shows 
that  there  were  495  cases  of  sickness  in  camp. 

The  uneducated  Boer  has  a  great  objection  to  going  into  hospital.  The 
doctor,  the  matron,  and  the  lady  district  visitors  all  assured  me  that  no  per- 
suasion was  of  any  use.  This  is  mainly  due,  I  think,  to  the  same  causes 
which  we  find  operating  at  home  among  the  lowest  classes.  Miss  Van 
Warmlo  attributed  it  to  two  causes,  (1)  they  thought  they  would  have  to  pay 
in  hospital ;  (2)  they  thought  that  they  would  be  starved  there.  Miss  Van 
Warmlo  told  me  that  the  first  hint  that  she  got  of  this  first  cause  was  when 
a  woman  named  Mrs.  Prinsloo,  who  was  in  hospital,  and  seemed  very  anxious 
to  leave,  before  leaving  asked  her  to  thank  the  doctor  and  nurses  for  the  care 
that  they  had  taken  of  her,  adding  that  she  did  not  like  doing  it  herself,  but 
slie  would  be  glad  if  Miss  Van  Warmlo  would  find  out  what  bhe  had  to  pay, 
and  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  out  that  the  hospital  wa5)j^ff^(j  The  matr^[C 
has  found  the  same  idea  prevalent.  She  and  her  assistants  are  doing  every^ 
thino:  possible  to  reniovs?  this  wronor  idea. 
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The  cause  of  the  second  objection  is  equally  based  ou  a  misconception. 
They  have  heard  of  enteric  cases  in  hospital  being  starved,  and  hence  they 
conclude  that  starvation  or  a  very  restricted  diet  is  the  rule  in  these  institu- 
tions. A  little  personal  experience  of  the  hospital  is  the  surest  metliod  of 
conversion.  All  cases  of  enteric  are  compelled  to  go  to  hospital.  It  is  to  bo 
regretted  that  jdl  other  cases,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  doctor,  are  suitable 
oases  for  hospital  treatment,  are  not  subjected  to  the  same  compulsion. 

In  one  case  reported  to  me  by  the  matron,  a  young  wonian,  a  Miss  Nortje, 
Avas  attacketl  with  enteric  fever  in  a  severe  form.  It  was  found  impossible  to 
persuade  the  girl  or  her  parents  to  move  her  into  hospital.  The  police  were 
<?alled  in  and  she  was  carried  to  the  marquees  on  a  stretcher.  She  recovered 
and  went  home.  Shortly  afterwards  a  nephew,  also  a  Nortje,  got  enteric. 
The  relatives  did  not  even  wait  to  send  for  a  doctor,  but  at  once  carried  him 
to  the  hospital  themselves.  There  has  been  and  still  there  exists  a  severe 
epidemic  of  measles.  A  great  number  of  th^^se  died  in  the  teiits  from  causes 
which  I  shall  refer  to  later,  many  of  whom  would  probably  have  recovered  in 
hospital.  Only  14  cases  of  measles  have  been  in  hospital;  of  these  13 
recovered,  and  without  complications  having  appeared.  The  one  case  which 
<lied  was  a  boy,  aged  4,  called  Edwin  Lombard.  The  day  the  rash  appeared 
his  mother  allowed  him  to  run  about  in  the  open.  The  rash  disappeared  and 
the  child  got  broncho-pneumonia.  He  was  brought  into  hospital  in  a  moribund 
«tate  and  died  in  3  hours. 

Although  there  is  a  maternity  marquee  1  find  the  same  ignorant  prejudice 
prevails  among  the  women,  they  prefer  being  attended  in  their  own  tents  by 
their  own  wives,  a  set  of  untrained  and  ignorant  women ;  the  consequence  is 
that  the  mortality  in  childbirth  is  very  high  among  them.  In  one  case,  when 
the  woman  was  attended  by  one  of  these  mid  wives,  the  doctor  was  sent  for 
because  it  was  found  that  something  had  gone  wrong.  On  arrival  he  found 
that  the  energetic  midwife  had  removed  not  only  the  infant  and  the  afterbiith 
but  the  entire  womb  as  well.  Facts  like  these  must  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion when  estimating  the  mortality  in  the  camp. 

The  nursing  arrangements  in  the  camp  are  as  follows  : — A  matron  (Sister 
Walsh),  two  trained  nurses  (Sister  Alice  and  Sister  Fry),  six  probationers 
{girls  selected  from  the  camp),  four  of  these  for  day  nursing  and  two  for  night. 
During  the  last  week  two  ladies  have  been  sent  to  the  camp  to  assist.  They 
have  shown  themselves  apt  and  intelligent,  but  without  any  previous  training. 

I  visited  and  inspected  carefully  a  great  number  of  tents  in  various  parts 
of  the  camp.  The  condition  of  the  inmates  and  the  interior  of  the  tents  in 
Ward  6,  the  ward  under  Miss  Van  Warmlo,  where  the  latest  arrivals  are 
accommodated,  was  much  wori,e  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the  camp,  and  I 
shall  refer  to  it  first.  In  third  ward  there  are  120  tents  ;  the  inmates  are  of 
the  very  poorest  class.  In  some  of  the  tt^nts  there  is  a  distinct  overcrowding. 
In  one  tent,  for  instance,  there  are  two  women — Mrs.  Bronkhurst  and  Mrs. 
Prinslo — and  nine  children  ;  some  of  the  children  are  insufficiently  clad,  all 
poorly.  In  another  tent  there  are  three  families  (Venters,  Prinslo,  and 
Dorfling),  parents  and  children  number  14.  All  had  measles.  Two  children 
died  last  week.  One  is  still  very  ill  and  not  likely  to  recover.  Jn  all  these 
tents  poverty,  dirt,  and  ignorance  reign  supreme.  In  one  tent  there  were  two 
children  very  ill  with  the  sequel  of  measles  ;  one  had  lung  complication,  the 
other  peritonitis.  I  stooped  down  to  examine  the  latter;  the  children  were  in 
their  ordinary  clothes  lying  on  mats.  In  order  to  see  the  abdomen  I  had  to 
undo  some  of  the  clothes  ;  the  skin  beneath  was  as  black  as  a  Katfir's,  covered 
with  accumulations  of  dirt.  To  see  the  skin  it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
scrape  the  dirt  off.  Under  such  conditions  the  wonder  is  not  that  so  many 
die,  but  that  any  recover.  One  tent  only  in  this  ward  was  clean  and  tidy. 
It  was  inhabited  by  Mrs.  Jourdain,  a  very  poor  woman,  but  she  kept  herself, 
her  children  and  her  tent  clean.  There  has  been  no  sickness  in  that  tent,  but 
the  children  are  anaemic  looking. 

In  all  other  wards  I  was  struck  by  the  contented,  cheery,  well-cared-for 
appearance  of  the  people.  'J'here  was  no  overcrowding  in  any  of  these  tents. 
I  heard  several  complaints,  but  they  were  of  a  more  or  less  trivial  nature.  In 
most  of  these  tents  I  was  assured  by  the  inhabitants  that  thej  were  very 
C9mfortable  and  had  plenty  to  eat.  In  all  other  wards  in  most  of  the  tents 
the  children  are  put  to  bed  with  their  clothes  on,  but  more  noticeably  in 
Ward  6 ;  their  clothing  is  changed  once  a  week.  When  ill  nothing  in  the 
world  will  induce  the  mother  to  take  off  or  change  the  child's  clothing.     The 
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child  is  laid  down  on  his  clothes  on  mats  of  skin  or  rugs.  The  higher  the 
fever  rises,  the  more  clothing  or  rugs  are  piled  on.  They  kept  the  tents  very 
close  and  admit  as  little  air  as  possible.  The  sick  child  is  kept  in  an  over- 
heated state,  which  renders  it  practically  sensitive  to  the  extreme  variations 
of  temperature  which  occur  at  this  season.  No  precautions  are  taken  against 
the  risk  of  exposure  in  the  earlier  stages  of  measles  when  the  rash  first  appears,^ 
and  no  measures  are  taken  to  avoid  the  usual  sequel  which  follow  on  this 
disease — hence  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  have  been  very  prevalent  and  fatal. 
Equal  ignorance  is  displayed  by  the  mothers  in  the  dieting  of  their  sick 
children.  As  soon  arj  a  child  can  be  induced  to  take  solid  food  it  is  given 
meat  "  to  keep  up  its  strength,"  hence  gastric  acid  bowel  troubles,  especially 
diarrhoea,  have  carried  off  a  large  number  of  those  otherwise  convalescent 
from  measles.  Doctor  Neethling  attributes  the  large  mortality  among  the 
cases  of  nieasjes  in  the  camp  to  these  causes  and  not  to  any  specific  severity 
in  the  type  of  the  disease,  or  to  any  laxity  on  the  part  of  those  responsible  for 
the  condition  of  the  camp  and  its  inmates. 

Another  cause  of  many  deaths  must  be  mentioned,  viz.  :  Chronic 
dysentery,  which  has  been  very  fatal.  It  is  not  true  dysentery.  The  matron 
has  observed  that  it  occurs  mostly  in  children  who  have  had  malaria,  but  the 
doctor  thinks  that  it  is  mostly  due  to  the  improper  manner  in  which  the 
Boer  mother  feeds  her  children.  He  suggests  that  if  rice  were  substituted  for 
flour  in  the  children's  rations  it  might  mitigate  the  disease. 

The  rations  supplied  to  all  the  adults,  viz.,  over  the  age  of  1*2,  is  as 
follows  : — 

Flour 7  Ibs."^. 

Suorar     . .  . .  . .  » .        12  ozs.         ^  , 

^1  S*  ^  >■     Once  a  week 

Oonee    . .  . .  • ,  . .  6  ozs.  [ 

Salt        . .  . .  .  •  . .  4  ozs.  J 

Meat      . .  . .  . .  . .        1|^  lbs.         Twice  a  w%ek. 

There  is  no  rice  in  the  camp  at  present  but  it  is  on  order,  and  when  it 
arrives  1  lb.  j)er  week  will  be  issued  to  every  individual  in  the  camp  as  a 
supplementary  issue  and  ration.  The  rations  for  children  under  the  age  of 
six  is  as  follows  : — 

Flour  3  J  lbs. 

Cofiee  . .          •  •          .  •          •  •          . .          •  •  3  ozs. 

Sugar  ••          ..          ..          ..          ••          ••  12  ozs. 

Salt  2  ozs. 

Meat  1  lb. 

Between  the  ages  of  six  to  12  : — 

Flour         . .  . .         •  •  . .         7  lbs.     Once  a  week. 

Coffee,  salt,  sugar,  and  meat  as  above. 

In  addition,  when  the  rice  arrives,  each  child  v/ill  get  1  lb.  per  week, 
extra.  All  weakly  children  under  six  are  allowed  one  bottle  of  milk  per 
(Jay  on  the  order  of  the  doctor.  I  inspected  the  articles  of  food  which  are 
supplied  to  the  people  in  the  camp,  as  well  as  the  stores  in  hand,  and  the 
medical  comforts.  The  sugar  is  yellow  granulated  and  excellent.  In  March 
and  April  the  quality  supplied  was  dark  and  bad.  This  now  has  been  rejected, 
and  the  quality  supplied  at  present  is  very  good.  The  flour  and  coffee  are 
also  good. 

It  is  impossible  to  supply  the  camp  with  fresh  milk,  tinned  milk  must, 
therefore,  be  used,  and  it  is  of  the  best  quality.  Two  kinds  are  used : — 
•'Milkmaid"  brand  and  ''Ideal."  The  method  of  preparing  it  is  this: — The 
Avater  is  first  boiled  and  then  poured  into  a  large  vessel  capable  of  holding 
180  bottles  (ordinary  quart  size),  to  tl)is  is  added  the  contents  of  30  tins  of 
*' Milkmaid"  brand  and  30  tins  of  *' Ideal."  The  result  is  a  fair  substitute 
for  tresh  milk. 

As  I  heard  complaints  from  Miss  Van  Warmlo  and  others  as  to  the  meat 
supplied  I  paid  special  attention  to  this  department.  Sheep  and  goats  supply 
the  nieat  for  the  camp,  these  are  killed  at  the  slaughter  poles  at  the  extreme 
limits  of  the  5outh-western  border  of  the  camp.  A  luggage  trolly  is  cleaned 
out  and  scrubbed,  it  is  then  covered  with  a  sail,  the  carcases  are  then  placed 
on  the  sail,  and  if  the  day  be  dusty  they  are  covered  over,  they  are  then 
brought  up  to  the  butchery — this  is  a  large  shed — the  sheep  are  inspected 
those   unfit   for  human  food  are  collected  and  buried.     The  rest  are  divid 
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into  two  classes.  All  the  poorer  and  leaner  carcas:^s  are  hung  on  the  left 
side  of  the  shed  on  hooks,  on  the  right  the  better  and  fatter  ones.  When 
a  person  comes  with  a  ration  ticket  to  draw  the  meat  supply  for  tho  week 
for  the  family,  half  tbe  supply  is  taken  from  the  right  and  half  from  the  leffc. 
Thus  everybody  is  treated  alike.  Owing  to  the  dryness  of  the  season  and 
the  scarcity  of  the  grass  it  is  impossible  that  cattle  and  sheep  can  be  in  as 
good  a  condition  as  we  should  like  to  see  them.  Added  to  this  the  sheep 
are  for  the  most  part  supplied  from  the  flocks  which  are  being  driven  in, 
often  from  long  distances.  The  unavoidable  result  is  that  none  of  the  sheep 
or  goats  are  in  good   condition  and   many  of  them  are  very  poor  and  lean. 

1  underetand  that  their  average  weight  is  about  15  and  16  Jbs.  In  the 
butchery  I  examined  the  carcases,  which  had  been  left  over  from  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  day  before.     Though  lean  they  were  all  sound  meat. 

After  distribution  the  remnants  are  collected  in  a  box.  Any  woman  and 
child  applying  for  meat  to  make  soup  is  given  as  much  of  these  remnants  a& 
she  may  require. 

After  leaving  the  butchery  with  Mr.  Wright,  we  were  met  by  a  voluble^ 
loud-voiced  Dutch  woman,  carrying  a  small  shoulder  of  "  mutton"  in  her  hand 
and  complaining  that  this  had  been  issued  to  her  the  previous  morning  and 
was  unfit  for  human  food.  It  waa  clear  that  the  animal  was  a  goat  and  had 
died  of  some  disease.  A  crowd  soon  collected  around  us  and  while  one  or  )< 
two  complained  that  this  was  the  sort  of  food  issued  to  them,  the  majority 
told  her  to  be  quiet  as  their  meat  was  very  good.  The  head  butcher  was* 
sent  for  and  ho  denied  that  he  had  ever  issued  such  a  piece  of  meat.  Further  - 
investigation  elicited  the  truth.  Some  of  the>  Boers  in  the  camp  have  some 
goats  of  their  own,  one  of  these  had  died  and  this  woman  had  cut  off  a. 
shoulder  and  brought  it  up  as  if  it  had  been  issued.  It  was  a  good  complaint 
to  make  and  she  expected  that  a  good  shoulder  of  mutton  would  have  been 
substituted  for  it.  When  taxed  with  this  and  asked  to  produce  her  ration 
meat  ticket,  she  retired  and  though  we  waited  for  some  time  she  did  iiot 
reappear,  even  though  sent  for.  Such  occurrences  may  have  been  the  origin 
of  the  complaints  I  have  heard,  and  it  was  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  trace 
this  one  home. 

I  was  informed  by  Miss  Van  Warmlo  that  soap  and   candles  were  not 
supplied  in  the  rations,  but  were  only  to  be  had  if  specially  ordered  by  the  doctor. 
This  r  find  is  only  partly  true.     Candles  were  only  ordered  in  cases  of  sick-- 
noss,  but  soap  is  given  out  freely  at  the  store  to  any  adult  who  asks  for  it. 
While  I  w:is  in  the  store  several  women  came  in  for  soap,  some  were  given 
one,  some  were  given  two  bars  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  case. . 
T  was  also  informed  that  there  were  several  things  in  the  list  of  medical 
comforts  which  could  not  be  obtained  as  they  were   not  in  the  store,  but 
these  articles  had  been  requisitioned  for  early  in  June  and  the  storekeeper 
showed  me  a  cj)mmunication  he  had  received,  dated  June  17th,  to  say  that 
the  order  for  these  goods  had  been  placed  with  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Co.,  of  East: 
Loudon.     They  had  not  arrived  on  July  11th. 

This  list  comprised  : — 17  tons  of  Cascadia  flour,  2  tons  of  Rio  coffee. 
3  tons  of  medical  comforts,  viz.  :  brandy,  5  cases ;  port  wine,  5  cases ;  pearK 
barley,  2  ba^s  ;  patent  barley,  2  cases;  Benger's  food,    1  case;  arrowroot,, 

2  cases  ;    maizena,  5  cases ;  cornflour,    3    cases :  biscuits,    4  tins ;   oatmeal, 
1  case  ;  Quaker  oats,  5  cases ;  rice,  4  bags ;  sago,   3  bugs  ;  milk,  40  cases  ;, 
Brand's  essence,  25  lbs  ;  Bovril,  25  lbs, ;  Extractum  Carnis,  25  lbs. ;  tea,  80  Ihi. ; 
soft  sugar,  H  tons. 

Medical  comforts  that  I  found  in  the  store  were  : — Cornflour,  200  lbs.  ;. 
butter  (Harman's),  200  lbs. ;  jam,  24  lbs. ;  custard  powder,  12  packets ; 
Brand's  essence,  50  tins ;  tea,  50  lbs. ;  Quaker  oats,  nil ;  white  sugar, 
4,000  lbs. ;  oatmeal,  nil ;  compressed  vegetables,  20  lbs.  ;  cocoa,  300  lbs. ;. 
jelly  powder,  2  boxes  ;  rice,  nil ;  arrowroot,  28  lbs. ;  pearl  barley,  nil ;  sago,  nil ; 
brandy,  1  case ;  port  wine,  Ij  cases. 

The  storekeeper  proposes  when  the  stores  arrive  to  form  a  reserve  8toi*e« 
and  to  requisition  perioaically  for  what  he  requires  so  that  no  shortage  wil) 
occur  in  the  future,  a  plan  which  I  strongly  recommend.  It  is  clear  that  had 
the  difficulties  of  transport  allowed  the  requisitioned  stores  arriving  within  u 
reasonable  time,  there  would  have  been  no  shortage  in  the  supply  of  medical 
comforts. 
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Lastly,  I  visited  the  schools  which  are  held  in  four  large  marquees.  The 
marquee  which  I  entered  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Wright,  there  were  60 
children  present  and  two  teachers.  The  children  looked  clean,  well  behaved, 
and  happy,  very  much  like  an  ordinary  school  at  home. 

The  water  supply  of  the  camp  is  excellent  and  the  sanitary  arrangements 
are  satisfactory,  hence  enteric  fever  and  other  diseases  due  to  insanitary 
reasons  are  rare.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  other  forms  of  diseases, 
notably  measles,  which  has  been  epidemic.  The  mortality  among  the  sick  in 
the  adults  has  been  low.  Thus  the  June  returns  (5  weeks)  show  that 
3*8  per  cent,  of  the.  adult  sick  died.  The  mortality  among  the  sick  children 
has  varied  each  week  from  6*2  to  14*1  percent,  but  the  average  is  9*4  percent. 
This  is  a  fairly  high  rate  of  death  for  an  epidemic  of  measles, ;but  when  the 
circumstances  which  1  have  described  above,  namely  the  dirty  condition  in 
which  the  children  and  the  tents  are  kept,  the  ignorance  of  the  mothers  in 
the  taking  care  of  their  sick  children,  and  their  aversion  to  external 
influence,  together  with  their  dislike  to  hospital  treatment,  I  think  the  death 
rate  must  be  considered  not  more  than  was  to  have  been  expected.  I  doubt 
whether  it  is  at  all  greater  in  the  camp  than  it  would  have  been  in  their  own 
homes  under  a  similar  epidemic.  I  find  that  the  mortality  amongst  the 
children  under  ordinary  circumstances  is  very  high.  Of  the  20  consecutive 
tents  taken  at  random  Dr.  Neethling  ascertained  for  me  the  number  of 
children  living  and  the  number  which  had  died  before  coming  into  camp — this 
investigation  shows  that  in  the  20  families  there  were  97  surviving  children 
and  71  dead.  That  is  before  coming  into  camp  these  20  families  had  lost  42 
per  cent,  of  their  children.  Th§  matron  told  me  that  she  had  made  enquiries 
among  the  women  who  she  h^d  met  in  the  hospital  and  she  found  there  was 
scarcely  a  mother  who  had  not  lost  more  children  than  she  had  alive.  She 
mentioned  4  by  name :  1,  out  of  12  children,  had  lost  9  ;  another,  out  of  11 
children,  had  lost  10  ;  a  third,  out  of  7,  had  lost  4. 

In  conclusion  I  would  recommend  : — 

(1)  That  more  hospital  tents  be  supplied  and  that  compulsion  be  exercised 
in  removing  all  those  cases  to  the  hospital  which  the  doctor  thinks  it  advisable 
to  remove.  It  might  be  necessary  to  increase  the  staff  of  trained  nurses 
lunder  these  circumstances. 

(2)  The  lady  district  nurses  might  exercise  more  pressure  upon  the  in- 
mates of  the  tents  under  their  charge  in  the  direction  of  persona]  cleanliness. 
They  might  also  exercise  more  supei-vision  over  the  cleanliness  of  the  tent. 

(3)  More  blankets  should  be  provided  for  the  tents  in  Ward  6. 

(4)  Flannelette  and  other  warm  material  should  be  supplied  to  the  poorer 
vwomen  which  they  could  makei  up  for  their  children. 

(5)  The  i-ation  of  coffee  should  be  increased  for  adult  men,  as  this  is  the 
main  Boer  beverage. 

(6)  The  milk  might  be  made  stronger — 1  tin  to  3  bottles  is  scarcely 
sufficient.     I  would  suggest  3  tins  to  6  bottles. 

These  recommendations  are  not  of  a  sweeping  character,  but  I  believe 

that  they  will  accomplish  all  that  is  practicable  and  necessary.     I  am  of  th» 

opinion  tnat,.on  the  whole,  the  camp  is  well  managetl  and.  all  that  is  practical 

,:and  possible  under  the  circumstan&es  is  being  done  for  the-  comfort  and  well^ 

being  of  the  inmates  of  the  burgher  camp. 

The  high  death  rate  among  the  children,  I  would  like  to  emphasise  again, 
is  in  no  way  due  .to  want  of  cax-e  or  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  those 
responsible  for  this  camp.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  to  the  people  thems^ves ; 
to- their  dirty  habits  both  as  regards  their  own  personal  cleanliness,  and  the 
cleanliness  of  their  children  ^nd  of  their  surroundings;  to  their  prejudices  ; 
their  ignorance ;  and  their  distrust,  of  others,  even  their  own  nationality,  when 
their  advice  runs  counter  to  their  own  preconceived  and  antiquated. ideas* 
This, is  specially  noted  in  connection  with  their  treatment  of  the  sick,. to  their 
rooted  objection  to  soap  and  water,  to  fresh  air,  and  to  hospitals.  u'  ^ 

'.  KENDAL  FRANKS, 

;■    ,  ,  v;'  Hon.  Consulting  Surgeon. to  H.M.ForceSir 

.^uly  25th,  1901.  '     -        •  -    r--    ;  .     •■  - 
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JOHANNESBURG. 


Johanncshurff  Burgher  Camp, 

July  \^th,  1901. 

On  July  18th  I  visited  the  Burgher  Camp  at  Johannesburg,  and  spent 
about  SIX  hours  in  a  careful  inspection  of  its  various  departments. 

The  camp  is  situated  on  the  racecourse,  about  half  an  hour  s  drive  from  the 
town  to  the  south.  It  is  situated  on  rising  ground  in  a  most  healthy  position, 
facing  north.  On  the  south,  or  liighest  portion  of  the  camp,  there  are  several 
buiJdings  belonging  to  the  Turf  Club,  some  of  which  are  used  as  offices,  some 
as  storehouses,  one.  large  ventilated  room  as  a  hospital.  It  is.  very  lofty  ;  it 
measures  about  50  feet  by  30  feet,  and  contains  22  beds.  This  hospital 
accommodation  is  supplemented  by  six  doubly-covered  bell  tents  with  two 
beds  in  each.  The  building  is  used  for  women  and  children,  the  tents  for 
male  patients  and  maternity  cases.  There .  has  been  the  same  difficulty  of 
inducing  the  people  to  avail  themselves  of  the  hospital  in  cases  of  sickness,  as 
observed  at  Irene.  This  difficulty  was  very  marked  about  three  months  ago, 
but  Dr.  Crook,  who  is  the  medical  officer  in  charge  of  this  camp,  has  always 
used  coercion  when  he  considered  it  neqessary,  with  the  result  that  though 
there  is  some  difficulty  still,  it  is  not  worthy  of  consideration.  A  guard  was 
once  employed  to  remove  a  patient  to  the .  hospital,  but  since  then  such 
measures  have  not  been  again  required. 

The  nursing  arrangements,  in  the  hospital  are  as  follows  : — 

A  matron  or  head  nurse. 

Three  Dutch  assistants,  paid,  taken  from  among  the  refugees  in  the  camp. 
These  have  had  no  previous  training. 

The  last  return  shows  that  there  were  3,765  people  in  this  camp.  Of 
these  there  were  704  men,  1^372  women,  and.  1,689  children. 

On  July  18th  there  were  no  sick  men.  Of  the  women  and  children  there 
were  24  in.  hospital,  four  being  sick  women,  four  sick  children,  and  16  con- 
valescents.    There  were  no  cases  in  camp  which  required  hospital  treatment. 

This  I  think  must  be  considered  a  most  satisfactory ,  state  of  aifairs. 
Dr.  Crook  informed  me  that  two  months  previously  they  had  had  a  very 
severe  epidemic  of  nieasles  in  camp  of  a  very  fatal  type.  The  death-rate  was 
very  high,  but  this  epidemic  is  now  past,  and  though  they  have  had  some 
measles,  it  has  been  of  a  much  milder  ibrm. 

During  June  there  were  41  deaths  in  camp — 2  men,  0  women,  and  33 
children.  The  causes  of  death  were  :  2  men  of  old  chronic  bronchitis,  3  women 
of  old  age,  2  women  in  childbirth  attended  by  Boer  midwives,  1  woman  of  old 
phthisis,  14  children  of  measles,  18  children  of  infantile  diseases,  and  1  child 
of  enteric. 

The  camp  is  divided  into  three  wards  or  districts,  each  under  the  charge 
of. a  head  nurse.  These  nurses  are  trained  and  are  paid;  one,  the  matron  of 
the  camp,  out  of  the  camp  funds,  the  other  two,  who  are  under  the  matron,, 
by  the  Dutch  Church  Committee.  Under  the  head  nurses  are  eight  volunteer 
nurses  selected  from  among  the  refugees.  They  are  dressed  in  a  white 
uniform,  and  look  clean,  bright,  intelligent  girls.  They  seem  to  have  picked 
up  their  work  very,  rapidly,  and  look  happy  and  contented.  These  eight 
probationers  have  now  been  working  without  pay  for  five  months  in  this  camp, 
and  not  one  of  them  has  given  up.  * 

The  system  adopted  in  this  camp  is  as  follows  : — 

Every  morning  before  9.30  a.m.  each  of  the  probationers  visits  every  tent 
under  her  charge,  and  reports  any  case  of  sickness  to  her  chief,  i.e.  the  head 
nurse  of  her  ward.  The  head  nurse  then  visits  the  cases  of  sickness  thus 
reported,  to  her,  and  takes  the  temperature  and  makes  notes  of  the  cases. 
Everything  is  thus  ready  for  the  medical  officer  when  he  arrives.     He  thus 
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sees  every  case  of  sickness  himself,  and  prescribes  for  them,  or  sends  them  up 
to  the  hospital  if  he  considers  it  necessary. 

The  distribution  of  medical  comforts  is  carried  out  on  a  regular  system. 
The  medical  officer  has  a  perfectly  free  hand  in  ordering  for  the  people  under 
his  charge  what  extras  he  considers  necessary.  The  probationers  make  out  a 
list  of  all  *' medical  comforts"  required  in  the  tents  under  their  charge. 
These  lists  are  collected  by  the  head  nurses,  and  the  matron  of  the  camp 
draws  the  total  amount  from  the  stores.  These  are  divided  into  three  and 
handed  over  to  each  of  the  head  nurses,  who  distribute  them  to  the  pro- 
bationers, who  again  distribute  them  among  the  tents  to  those  for  whom 
they  have  been  ordered.  Soap  is  distributed  also  in  this  way,  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  probationer  to  see  that  it  is  used.  When  the  doctor  goes  his 
rounds,  if  he  finds  a  tent  or  an  individual  not  clean,  he  calls  the 
attention  of  the  head  nurse  or  of  the  probationer  to  it,  and  they  set  to  work 
to  rectify  the  state  of  aflairs  when  the  doctor  has  left.  Thus  everything  goes 
through  a  regular  channel  and  everything  is  done  on  a  regular  system,  and 
the  result,  as  1  saw  it,  is  most  encouraging.  Dr.  Crook  informed  me  that  in 
carrying  out  these  arrangements  he  has  been  most  loyally  backed  up  by  tho 
Superintendent,  Mr.  Noble,  and  by  the  Assistant-Superintendent, 
Mr.  Patterson,  and  he  has  never  been  stinted  in  the  matter  of  medical 
comforts. 

The  rations  given  to  the  adults  and  to  the  children  in  camp  are  the  same 
as  at  Irene.  For  the  past  two  months  there  have  been  no  complaints  in 
regard  to  the  food.  Every  feeble  and  sick  child  is  given  milk.  It  is  not 
prepared  for  them  as  in  the  camp  at  Irene,  one  tin  to  three  bottles  of  boiled 
water,  but  each  infant  is  given  two  tins  of  milk,  "  Milkmaid  '"'  brand,  per  week, 
and  the  probationer  or  the  mother  prepares  it  for  the  child.  The  patients  in 
the  hospital  are  supplied  with  Australian  milk  preserved  in  ice. 

The  remarks  which  1  made  in  my  report  on  the  camp  at  Irene 
in  respect  to  the  meat  apply  equally  here.  This  camp,  however,  supplies 
meat  not  onlj'  to  the  refugees  in  the  camp  but  to  the  refugees  in 
Johannesburg  as  well.  Thus,  6,000  people  receive  meat  rations. 
During  the  month  of  June  5,600  heads  and  lights  were  issued  as 
supplementary  rations.  Since  March  10th  20,000  sheep  and  goats  have  been 
slaughtered  in  this  camp.  The  average  weight  of  a  sheep  is  15^  lbs.,  and 
about  50  per  cent,  of  this  is  bone,  as  a  series  of  experiments  have  shown. 
About  15  sheep  per  day  are  discarded  as  unfit  for  human  food,  and  are  buried. 
The  meat  I  inspected,  though  very  poor,  was  all  good  and  sound.  A  soup 
kitchen  is  attached  to  the  camp,  from  which  soup  is  distributed  through  the 
camp  twice  a  week. 

Besides  the  tents  there  are  six  long  and  wide  sheds,  five  of  these  are  for 
women  and  children  and  one  for  men.  Down  each  side  of  the  shed  there  are 
wooden  platforms,  raised  about  2  feet  from  the  ground,  9  to  10  feet  wide. 
These  are  partitioned  off  by  rugs  hung  on  strings  at  right  angles  to  the 
length  of  the  shed,  and  by  others  hung  in  front  of  the  platform,  leaving  a 
.Hpace  by  which  to  enter,  thus  forming  a  series  of  chambers,  which  are  used 
^s  bedrooms  and  where  the  inmates  can  have  some  sort  of  privacy.  In  front 
of  the  platforms  on  either  side  are  long  tables  at  which  they  can  have  their 
meals  or  do  their  work.  Some  of  these  chambers  were  extremely  clean  and 
tidy,  others  again  needed  looking  after.  In  the  men's  shed  the  inmates  were 
nearly  all  engaged  in  some  sort  of  work,  making  toys  of  various  kinds  or 
knitting  ties.  They  seemed  very  pleased  when  notice  was  taken  of  their 
work,  and  exhibited  it  with  some  pride.  They  all  seemed  very  happy  and 
contented.  These  sheds,  however,  are  not  so  well  suited  as  the  tents  for  the 
purpose  of  housing  a  large  number  of  refugees,  and  this  is  also  the  opinion  of 
the  medical  officer.  In  the  tents  there  is  no  overcrowding.  No  tent  has  more 
than  six  inmates.  I  inspected  a  large  number  of  these  tents,  selecting  which 
one  I  should  visit  at  random.  I  was  much  struck  by  the  general  air  of  con- 
tentment I  found  everywhere.  In  one  t^nt  I  entered  I  found  a  middle-aged 
couple,  they  rose  as  I  entered  and  I  asked  the  woman  if  she  were  comfortable 
and  well  fed,  she  laughed  in  my  face  at  such  a  question,  and  replied,  "  We 
have  never  been  so  well  looked  after  as  when  we  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
English."  With  tho  exception  of  the  few  sick  and  convalescent  children  1 
was  struck  all  through  the  camp  by  the  healthy,  chubby  and  happy  condition 
oi  all  the  young.      In  all  directions  games  of  various  kinds  were  gcung  on      t 
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among  them,  accompanied  by  peals  of  laughter.  Every  49  tent4S  are  supplied 
with  a  large  dust  bin  and  a  slop  tank,  these  are  emptied  every  night.  There 
are  two  large  hot- water  tanks  in  the  camp,  and  more  are  in  course  of  erection. 
Each,  tank  issues  400  gallons  of  boiling  water  to  the  people,  three  times  a 
day,  viz.,  at  6  a.m.,  12  noon,  and  4  p.m.  At  this  later  hour  I  saw  the  tanks 
surrounded  mostly  by  children  with  kettles,  waiting  for  their  supply.  Besides 
the  hot-water  tank  is  a  large  oven,  the  people  make  their  own  bread  with  the 
flour  supplied  to  them,  and  they  bring  the  dishes  containing  the  bread  to  be 
baked  at  these  ovens.  These  ovens  bake  120  loaves,  of  from  8  to  10  lbs. 
each,  per  day.  The  result  is  very  good  Boer  bread.  These  ovens  and  the 
men  to  care  for  them  are  supplied  free  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in  the 
camp. 

The  schools  are  held  daily  in  four  large  marquees,  and  on  the  covered-in 
portion  of  the  Grand  Stand.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Davies,  the  Chaplain  to  the  Rand 
Hifles,  acts  as  Director  of  these  schools.  The  teachers  consist  of  one  male  teacher, 
Mr.  le  Roux,  who  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  £1  10^.  per  month  ;  and  of  five  female 
teachers,  who  receive  £4  per  month,  in  addition  they  receive  refugee  rations 
and  \s.  per  day  in  lieu  of  Army  rations.  There  are  400  children  on  the  books 
at  present,  and  Mr.  Davies  expects  in  a  week  to  have  500.  He  found  great 
difficulty  at  first  in  getting  the  children  to  go  to  school,  but  now  that  difficulty 
seems  to  be  disappearing.  There  were  306  children  in  attendance  when  T  was 
at  the  camp.  Ail  the  children  looked  in  good  condition,  bright  and  happy. 
English  is  the  language  employed  in  these  schools. 

I  also  visited  and  was  shown  over  the  store  in  the  camp,  which  belongs 
to  Messrs.  Poynton  Bros.  Here  the  people  in  the  camp  can  purchase  almost 
anything  they  may  require  at  reasonable  prices.  The  prices  are  fixed  by 
the  authorities  so  as  to  allow  a  small  profit.  The  probationers  know  pretty 
accurately  the  circumstances  of  the  people  under  their  charge,  and  know  those 
who  cannot  afford  to  pay,  and  how  much,  and  what  material  they  require. 
The  probationer  writes  down  on  a  special  form  what  such  a  pei'son  requires, 
and  she  signs  the  form,  this  is  taken  to  the  doctor  and  to  the  superintendent, 
and  if  they  approve  they  sign  the  form  also.  This  form  is  then  taken  to  the 
store  by  the  person  in  whose  favour  it  is  made  out,  and  the  amount  of 
material  is  at  once  issued  to  be  made  into  clothes  by  the  people  themselves. 
All  stores  so  issued  are  paid  for  by  Government,  which  practically  leaves  the 
amount  to  be  issued  to  the  discretion  of  the  doctor  and  of  the  superintendent. 
Those,  of  course,  who  have  the  means  at  their  disposal,  purchase  what  they 
require  at  fair  prices.  In  this  way  7,000  yaixls  of  flannelette  were  issued  by 
this  store  before  the  cold  weather  set  in,  consequently  in  this  camp  I  could  not 
find  anybody  who  was  insufficiently  clad.  2,000  blankets  have  been  also 
distributed  through  the  camp  since  it  was  formed  in  February  last. 

In  my  i-eport  on  the  camp  at  Irene  I  recommended — 

(1)  That  compulsion  should  be  employed  in  removing  suitable  cases  to 
hospital ;  the  camp  at  Johannesburg  illustrates  well  the  good  results  which 
follow  on  the  adoption  of  this  recommendation. 

(2)  I  advised  that  the  ladies  acting  as  district  nurses  should  personally 
see  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  tents  and  of  the  inmates.  In  this  camp  I  find 
that  the  probationei's  under  the  medical  officer  see  that  the  tents  are  kept 
clean,  and  the  beneficial  results  are  obvious  throughout  the  camp,  both  m 
the  appearance  of  the  inhabitants  and  in  the  very  small  amount  of  sickness 
among  them. 

In  this  camp  I  have  no  recommendation  to  make  unless  it  be  that  the 
ration  of  coffee  issued  to  the  men  be  increased.  If  every  burgher  camp  be  as 
well  managed  as  this  one  is  there  would  be  very  small  ground  for  complaint. 
It  must,  however,  be  said  that  this  camp  has  not  suffered  from  the  influx  of 
new  arrivals  to  the  same  extent  as  some  of  the  other  camps. 

KENDAL  FRANKS, 
Hon.  Consulting  Surgeon  to  H.M.  Forces. 
July  ?6th.  1901. 
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Report  on  Schools  in  Burgher  Camps,  from 
Director  of  Education. 


OK>ortunity 
for  educa- 
tion offered 
by  the 
burgher 
camps. 


Co-opera- 
tion of  the 
military 
authorities. 


Division  of 
burgher 
camps  into 
districts. 


Initial 
difficulties 
in  the  way 
of  starting 
schools. 


G.S.  424. 

To  H.E.  the  Military  Governor, 
Pretoria. 


Education  Department,  Pretoria^ 
24.7.01. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  Report  on  Burgher  Camp  Schools^ 
asked  for  in  your  letter  of  July  1 5th. 

The  institution  of  burgher  camps,  into  which  were  collected  almost  the 
entire  rural  population  of  the  Transvaal,  offer^jd  a  chance  for  education  which 
could  only  have  presented  itself  in  connection  with  the  singular  developments 
of  the  present  war.  Boys  and  girls  on  outlying  farms,  and  in  districts  remote 
from  the  railway,  had  never  before  had  the  chance  of  continuous  education^ 
and  eveh  in  the  districts  close  to  the  large  centres  of  population  the  children 
were  kept  at  home  to  help  in  the  operations  of  ploughing,  sowing  and  reaping, 
as  is  indicated  by  a  return  of  school  attendance  under  the  late  Education 
Department,  which  shows  a  falling  off  of  at  least  18  per  cent,  during  the 
periods  of  the  year  affected  by  those  farm  operations. 

Early  in  February  the  first  Goveniment  school  was  established  in  one  of 
the  camps  of  the  Orange  River  Colony,  and  the  opportunity  of  learning 
English,  as  well  as  of  continuing  their  other  studies,  was  offered  to  all 
children  in  camp.  In  the  Transvaal  the  first  school  was  not  started  until 
two  months  later. 

That  the  need  for  these  scliools  was  pressing  is  shown  not  only  by 
requests  fii'om  the  military  authorities  in  local  command,  and  from  district 
commissioners  and  camp  superintendents,  but  also  by  the  expressed  desire  of 
many  parents  that  their  children  should  be  instructed. 

The  Bm'gher  Camp  Department  kindly  furnished  the  Education  Office 
with  particulars  as  to  the  numbers  of  children  in  the  various  camps,  and  as  to 
the  available  accommodation,  and  in  many  other  ways  showed  a  desire  to  give 
its  cordial  help  in  all  that  related  to  school  work. 

In  April  three  organising  inspectors  were  sent  from  Pretoria  to  open 
schools  in  the  various  camps,  a  certain  portion  of  the  railway  system  being 
allotted  to  each,  as  follows  :  — 

(1.)  The  Natal  line,  on  which  were  the  camps  at  Heidelberg,  Standerton 

and  Volksrust,  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  Corbett. 
(2.)  The  Potchefstroom  circuit,  including  the  camps  at  Potchefstroom^ 

Klerksdorp  and  Vereeniging  fell  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Noaks,  and  was. 

afterwards  transferred  to  Mr.  Bellairs. 
(3.)  The   Delagoa   Bay  line,   passing   near  the   camps  at   Middelburg,. 

Belfast  and  Barberton,  was  given  to  Mr.  M.  White.  . 

In  addition  to  these  circuits  there  was  the  camp  upon  the  racecourse  at 
Johannesburg.  The  school  in  this  camp  w^as  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  J» 
Robinson,  who  has  charge  of  all  the  schools  on  the  Rand. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  these  organisers  little  had  been  done  in  the 
way  of  education,  and  the  initial  difficulties  with  which  they  were  met  called 
for  all  their  resource  and  patience.  These  difficulties  may  be  summarised 
briefly,  as  follows  : — 

(1.)  Want  of  accommodation. 

(2.)  Want  of  material  (furniture  and  schcol  requisites). 

/3.)  Want  of  teachers. 

(4.)  Hostile  feelings. 

(5.)  Sickness  in  camp. 
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That  these  difficulties  have  been  partially  overcome  is  largely  due  to  the  How  over- 
aid   which    the    Education    Department    has    received    from    the  military  ^^^^^ 
authorities,  district  commissioners  and  camp  superintendents.  ™      . 

(1.)  The  difficulty  in  procuring  accommodation  has  been,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  met  by  acquiring  church  and  school  buildings  situated  at  a  convenient 
distance  from  the  camp,  by  marquees  in  or  near  the  camp  supplied  by  the 
Ordnance  on  requisition  from  the  Burgher  Camp  Department,  and  by  shelters 
made  of  canvas  stretched  over  a  wooden  framework. 

Where  buildings  were  available  so  near  at  hand  that  children — in  very- 
many  cases  shoeless  and  very  poorly  clad — were  not  precluded  from  walking 
to  school,  the  inspectors  have  made  arrangements  with  ministers  of  the  Dutch 
Church,  Wesleyan  Church  Committees,  or  other  owners,  for  the  use  of  their 
property.  Buildings  such  as  those  described  are  employed  at  the  following 
camps : — 


Belfast. 
Barberton. 
Heidelberg. 
Middelburg. 


Volksrust. 
Potchefstroom. 
Klerksdorp. 
Vereeniging. 


At  Johannesburg,  where  the  camp  is  pitched  on  the  racecourse,  the 
grand  stand  has  been  utilised  as  a  school.  It  is  not  very  easy  to  arrange  the 
children  upon  the  successive  tiers  of  seats  so  as  to  be  well  under  command,  or 
to  protect  them  and  the  teachers  from  the  sun  and  wind. 

In  some  cases  where  the  accommodation  was  limited  the  system  of 
teaching  in  relays  was  adopted,  i.e.,  half  the  scholars  attended  in  the  morning, 
the  other  half  in  the  afternoon.  This  arrangement,  however,  has  proved 
unsatisfactory,  tending,  as  it  does,  to  increase  the  strain  on  teachers  and  to 
•decrease  the  attendance  roll. 

(2.)  The  want  of  proper  school  furniture  has  been  partially  remedied  by  a  Initial 
supply  of  wood  from  the  coast  forwarded  to  each  camp.     Under  the  super-  difficulties, 
vision  of  the  Camp  Superintendent  and  the  inspectors  of  the  department,  ^^^  ^^®^" 
burghers  have  been  employed,  at  the  rate  of  2s.  fyd,  per  day,  to  manufacture  modified, 
benches  and  desks  according  to  simple  designs  which  were  drawn  to  scale  at 
Pretoria.     In  some  camps  empty  hoxes  have  had  to  be  employed  as  seats. 
The  constant  demand  for  wood  of  any  description  for  other  purposes  makes  it 
difficult  to  retain  such  benches  and  tables  as  we  have — in  fact,  there  are  cases 
in  which  the  increase  of  the  death  rate  in  a  camp  has  led  to  a  diminution  of 
the  seating  accommodation  in  the  schools. 

The  want  of  school  books  has  to  some  extent,  been  met  by  the  despatch 
of  carefully-selected  cases  from  Cape  Town,  and  where  possible  the  more 
pressing  needs  have  been  satisfied  through  local  purchases,  or  with  the  aid  of 
material  forwarded  from  Pretoria. 

(3.)  The  want  of  teachers  is  chiefly  the  want  of  experienced  and  certificated 
teachers.  Since  the  large  majority  of  the  children  in  school  are  below  the 
recognised  btandards,  untrained  and  quite  young  teachers  have  sufficient 
knowledge  for  their  instruction.  It  is  chiefly  in  matters  connected  with 
discipline,  and  with  the  awakening  of  the  interest  of  scholars,  that  these  pupil  « 
teachers  fail,  but  guided  and  directed  by  experienced  head  teachers,  these 
assistants  have  proved  capable  of  producing  good  results.  Several  teachers 
have  been  sent  from  Pretoria,  and  a  certain  number  brought  up  from  Natal  or 
Cape  Colony ;  the  majority,  however,  have  been  drawn  from  the  locality  of  the 
camps,  and  a  few  from  the  camps  themselves. 

(4.)  The  hostile  feelings  were  as  much  to  be  expected  as  the  want  of 
accommodation,  and  called  for  a  very  considerable  amount  of  tact.  Humours, 
spread  among  a  people  naturally  suspicious,  had  to  be  proved  by  experience  to 
be  false.  At  the  same  time  the  feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  in 
many  cases  loyal  British  subjects,  were  to  be  considered.  Much  has  been 
done  to  create  a  feeling  of  confidence  in  the  minds  of  both  sections,  and,  as 
confidence  grows,  the  school  attendance  increases  rapidly.  With  an  extension 
of  the  provision  of  teachers,  shelters,  and  school  requisites,  the  attendance 
could,  in  many  cases,  be  doubled  or  trebled. 

(5.)  Sickness,  chiefly  measles  and  whooping-cough  among  the  children 
and  influenza  among  the  teachers,  has  seriously  afieoted  the  attendance  and 
efficiency  of    instruction  throughout   May    and  June.      One  caaip    alone 
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(Heidelberg)  has  had  to  close  its  school,  bub  the  dlflSculty  is  always  present  at 
all  times  and  in  all  the  camps. 

Time-table.  The  time-table  employed  in  the  various  schools  have  not  been  too  rigidly 

fixed  ;  each  camp  teacher  has  made  such  arrangements,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  inspector,  as  seemed  most  suitable  to  tne  numbers  of  scholars,  the  ac- 
commodation at  his  disposal,  and  the  size  of  his  staff.  The  hours  of  school 
have  been  genenilly  from  8.30-1,  with  no  afternoon  classes  (except  in  cases 
where  instruction  had  to  be  given  t3  the  children  in  relays). 

The  subjects  taught  have  been  the  most  elementary — chiefly  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic,  with  singing  and  musical  drill. 

Holidays.  Holidays  have  been  given  in  some  cases  during  part  of  June  and  July, 

while  in  other  cases  any  vacation  has  been  postponed  till  the  school  has  run  a 
longer  course.  As  a  general  rule,  holidays  have  not  been  looked  upon  with 
much  favour,  since  the  occupation  the  children  found  in  school  was  acceptable 
to  their  parents,  and  to  the  camp  authorities. 

Language.  Instruction  is  given  as  far  as  possible  in  the  English  language ;  English 

reading  books,  of  the  most  elementary  description  are  used,  and  teachers 
must  have  a  good  knowledge  of  English  in  order  to  be  put  in  charge  of  classes. 
Dutch  is  taught  in  connection  with  religious  instruction,  and  up  to  the  standard 
of  knowledge  requisite  for  reading  the  Bible  intelligently. 

Teachers.  Teachers,  whose  appointments  in  all  cases  are  provisional,  have  been  given 

to  understand  that  really  good  work  on  their  part  may  lead  to  more  permanent 
and  better  appointments  in  normal  times.  Their  salaries  have  been  low  ia 
view  of  the  temporary  character  of  their  work,  and  of  the  fact  that  they  are 
in  most  cases  uncertificated.  Moreover,  in  the  case  of  teachers  who  are 
inhabitants  of  the  camp,  it  has  been  necessary  to  adhere  to  the  general  rule 
of  the  camps  that  no  labour  should  be  paid  at  a  higher  rate  than  2^.  Gd,  a  day. 
When  teachers  are  brought  into  the  camp  from  outside,  it  is  needfiil  to  take 
into  account  the  fact  that,  unlike  the  rest  of  the  staff*,  they  are  not  provided 
wich  rations,  and  to  make  a  corresponding  allowance. 

Quarters  have  not  been  found  for  extraneous  teachers,  except  in  one 
instance  at  Irene,  where  a  cottage  was  hired  by  the  department  at  a  rent  of 
£5  per  month. 

A  return  ( Annexure  "  A  ")  is  appended  of  the  camp  schools  at  present 
under  the  Education  Department.  In  addition  to  these,  new  schools  wiil  soon 
be  opened  at  Pietersburg  and  Nylstroom 

My  work  in  the  preparation  of  this  short  Report,  has  been  mtich  lightened 
through  the  assistance  given  me  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Ligertwood.  who,  acting  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Macfadyen,  has  been  chiefly  concerned  with  the 
correspondence  concerning  Burgher  Camp  Schools. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)        E.  B.  SARGANT, 
Acting  Director  of  Education,  Transvaal^  and  O.R.C. 
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P  —EDUCATION 


Name  of  Camp. 

Month  EndiDg. 

Previous  Month. 

No.  of  Chiidren 

of  ISchool  Age 

(6-14). 

No.  of  Children 
attending  School. 
(State  separately 
those  out^ide  the 

liuiitiJ,  b— 14.) 

No.  of  Children 

01  SL-hool  Age 

(b-14). 

No  of  Children 
attending  School. 
(State  separately 
those  outside  the 

limits,  6 — 14.) 

/ 

N.B. — ^Even  if  no  school  has  yet  been  established,  the  second  and  fourth  columns  should  be  filled 
in,  and  infiirmation  should  Oe  given  as  to  whether  the  following  requisites  for  educ-ation 
are  available : — 


(▲)  Sbidlter. 


(b)  Benches  4knd  Tables 


(o)  Teachers  (among  the  refugees  themselves) 


<p)  School  MateriaL 


Signature  of  Suj}e7'tniendiut  of  Rejuyec  Camp^ 
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Statement 


Where  Expended. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

r». 

G. 

7. 

8. 

D. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 


19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29 

80. 
81. 
32. 
33. 
84. 
85. 


Head  OIBce,  Pretoria 
Barbertoii  Camp 
Belfast  Camp 
Middelburg  Camp    . . 
Irene  ("amp  . . 
Johaimesburg  Camp 
Vereeiiigmg  Camp   . . 
Klerksdorp  Camp     . . 
Po'chefstroom  Camp 
Heidelberg  Camp     .. 
Stauderton  Camp 
Volksru8t  Camp 
Mafeking  Camp 
Krugersdorp  Camp  . . 
Pietei-sburg  Camp    . . 
Nylstroom  Camp 
Pietoria  Town  , , 

Johannesburg  Town 


Waterval,  North 

Reitfontein    . . 

Vrjheid 

Utrecht 

Martin  Wesselstroom 

Eerste  Fabrieken     . . 

Pienaars  River 

Rustenburg  .. 

Lydenburg    . . 

De  Jager*8  Drift 

Refugees  en  route  to 

camps  •  • 
Otto's  Hoop  . . 
Boksburg  •  • 
Germiston  . . 
Cape  Town  Relief  . . 
Railway  carriage  • . 
Stationery,  all  camps 


Amount  to 

31st  January, 

1901. 


Month  of  February,  190  uipment 


Rations. 


174  17     G 


302 

2.;() 

309 

315 

47 

1,609 
1,306 

406 

4,976 
88 


11,286 
1,301 


8 
8 

10 
4 

12 
9 
2 

19 

12 
2 


Adults. 


22,384  17    4 


238  16 

11 

31  8 

2 

52  7 

4 

23  5 

7 

1  18 

9 

62  4 

11 

59  11 

5 

14  8 

0 

•  • 

•  • 

261  2 

9 

95  19 

6 

21  14 

6 

23,247  15     2 


7,324 

3,122 

3,517 

13,368 

31,940 

6,300 

2,023 

58,005 

18,144 

11,034 

4,088 

20,000 


Children. 


7,612 

8,057 

5,181 

10,384 

27,219 

8,848 

1,898 

65,79S 

13,2^2 

8,508 

4,150 


Average 
Number 

of 
People. 


533 
221 
311 
848 
4,4o3 
540 
140 
4,422 
1,119 
698 
634 
A  pp.  800 


E: 


Total 
nditure. 


178,865  '  ir>5,«57 


2^ 
4  5 

2  16 

3  1 
4 

1,1  9 
34 
7 

1,5  3 
6  0 
6  8 


17 

18 
9 


1 


2,7 


5,0 


3 

6 
9 

5  9 
10  8 
15     9 

13  1 
17     3 

4  5 
10     1 

6  5 

14  11 

14  6 

15  6 
0     1 

5  0 


14,2 15  18  11 


14,719  ,15,0.'>   18  11     '  1 


(7925) 


Grand  Totals. 


£ 

1,769 

4,184 

501 

5,974 

5,465 

11,184 

1.800 

1,586 

9,532 

4,342 

4,240 

3,536 

14,559 

881 

576 

29 

28,009 

2,479 


s,    d. 

0  9 

15  3 

16  11 
12  10 

1  6 


8 

3 

18 

12 


16  G 
4 
1 


14 
8 

4  2 
14  0 

1  7 

5  0 
9  4 

10  11 


100,649  14    4 

456  13  3 
243  7  7 
336  2  1 
234  9  H 
198  8  0 
2    2    5 

62  4  11 
197  16  10 

99  17  6 
174  15  10 


130  7 

4 

261  2 

<J 

95  19 

6 

21  ]4 

G 

165  14 

4 

2,789  7 

C 

337  3 

4 

(k;.4i;2  1 
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General  Financial  Statement  of  Expenditure  in 
Bur;[>Iier  Camps,  February  to  May  inclusive, 
and  Detailed  Statement  of  Expenditure 
during  Month  of  May. 


Burgher  Camps'  Department, 
PretoHa, 

July  12tK 
To  the  Military  Governor, 
Pretoria. 
Sir,  :  .  - 

I  have  the  honour  to  hand  you  herewith  a  Statement  of  the  Expenditure 
of  the    Burgher   Camps    Department,  from   the   time   of   its   formation   on 
1st  February,  1901,  to  the  31st  May,  1901. 

Places  shown  on  the  Statement  and  numbered  1  to  18  are  administered  by 
the  officials  of  this  department,  those  numbered  19  to  35  show  the  cost  of  the 
relief  distributed  by  District  Commissioners  and  Army  Officers. 

The  number  of  rations  served  has  not  been  given  by  the  officials  at  each 
camp,  but  where  it  has  been  omitted  to  do  so  the  number  has  been  computed 
from  the  census  returns  and  fiom  the  stores  issued  in  accordance  with  the 
ration  scale,  and  it  is  nearly  exact. 

The  expenditure  is  shown  in  the  month  of  its  occurrence  as  far  as  possible, 
j^lthough  accounts  are  still  being  received  for  relief  distributed  prior  to  the 
.S I  st  day  of  January  last. 

£     s.    a. 
The  statement  shows  a  total  working  cost  to 

the  31st  May  of    •..  ..  ..  ..  96,766     :^     Vf 

And  a  further  expenditure  wliich  is  represented 

by  assets  of.,  ..  •.  ..  ..  9,695  18  11 

£106,462     18 


This  expenditure  includes  an  amount  of  £514  105.  2d.  for  wages  paid  to 
inmates  of  the  camps  for  work  done  outside  the  camp  and  f^r  the  public 
benefit,  and  also  an  amount  of  £4 1 6    3^.  4t/.  for  educational  purposes. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  hand  you  a  separate  statement  showing  the 
expenditure  of  the  department  in  detail  for  the  month  of  May.  I  have  to 
point  out  in  connection  therewith  that  the  expenditure  of  the  Barbertou  Camp 
appears  to  be  unduly  high,  but  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  inclusion  this  month 
of  the  sum  of  £1,H95  IO5.  7c/.,  which  was  paid  for  butcher  meat  supplied  to 
refugees  at  Barberton  in  the  months  of  October  and  November  of  last  year. 

A  line  is  drawn  thri)Ugh  the  statement  to  show  separately  the  exact  cost 
of  the  administration  of  this  departuient  where  the  supplies  are  served 
directly  by  the  officials.  The  camp  at  Mafeking  is  also  attached  to  this 
department,  but  in  that  camp  the  supplies  are  provided  under  contract  by 
local  merchants. 

The  average  number  of  people  provided  for  during  the  month  is  40,000, 
at  a  cost  of  4*37  per  head  per  day.  This  cost  covers  the  pay  to  tlie  staff, 
wages  paid  to  inmates  of  the  camps  for  general  work  performed,  supplies  of 
medical  comforts  and  provisions ;  in  fact  everything,  with  the  exception  of 
butcher  meat,  which,  in  the  majority  of  the  camps,  is  still  supplied  by  Army 
Service  Corps  from  captured  stock,  and  the  drugs  supplied  irom  the  Army 
Medical  Stores. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.   M.  BREND, 

Financial  Controller. 

(7925)  Z2  n  J 
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Report  of  the  Imperial  Relief  Committee — 

Johannesburg. 


[Copy,]  Burgher  Camps  Department  and  Imperial  Relief, 

B.  0.  R./1 7  5.  Johannesburg  y 

18th  June,  1901. 

Imperial  Relief, 

Johannesbm^. 

Report  for  period  from  15th  to  Slst  May,  1901. 

According  to  arrangements  previously  made,  I  took  over  the  supervision 
of  this  work  on  the  15th  May. 

All  necessary  supplies  had  come  forward,  with  the  exception  of  coffee, 
which  I  had  to  purchase  locally.  On  the  opening  day  a  considerable  crush 
took  place,  but  by  altering  the  position  of  the  guard,  this  was  put  a  stop  to. 
As  the  people  receiving  rations  here  are  living  m  houses  all  over  the  p^ace, 
I  am  unable  to  make  any  report  us  to  the  conditions  under  which  they  are 
living,  but  to  judge  from  the  appearance  of  many  of  them  who  came  here,  I 
am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  many  of  them  should  not  be  classed  as 
indigents.  Investigation  of  each  case  has  now  been  commenced,  and  I  hope . 
to  give  some  of  the  results  in  my  next  report. 

The  number  of  people  who  have  come  to  me  for  free  burial  of  their 
relatives  or  friends  was  nve.  For  two  I  provided  funerals,  and  for  the  others 
I  only  gave  cofBns — the  burials  to  be  done  by  the  relatives  themselves. 

The  premises  secured  as  a  relief  store  are  very  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

I  enclose  a  short  report  from  Dr.  Schienessen,  which  deals  with  the  part 
of  the  work  which  comes  directly  under  him. 

The  average  number  of  people  rationed  during  the  period  stated  is  : — 

768  men. 
2,567  women. 
2,920  children. 

Food  Supply  and  Quality. — Please  see  report  on  Racecourse  Camp. 

(Signed)        A.  A.  NOBLE, 

Superintendent. 


[Copy.]  Johannesburg^ 

\8th  June,  1901. 
The  Superintendent, 

Imperial  Relief, 

Johannesburg. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  attended,  during  the  second  half  of  May,  1901, 
60  patients  at  their  homes  in  Johannesburg,  Braamfontein,  Jeppestown. 
Bertramstown,  Troyville,  and  Burghersdorp.  Besides,  I  prescribed  during 
that  period  for  about  15  to  20  patients  daily  at  the  office.  The  prevailing 
diseases  were  : — Influenza,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  diphtheria,  and  children's 
complainta     The  number  of  deaths  that  came  under  my  notice  was  two. 

I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)        Db.  N,  SCHIENESSEN. 
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[Copy.]  ImpeAal  Relief, 

B.C.R./399.  Johanneshurg. 

Keport  for  Month  ot  June,  1901. 

During  the  period  under  review,  the  committee  has  met  regularly  every 
week,  nnd  has  dealt  with  270  applications,  representing  a  grand  "total  of 
•868  SOI. is.     Of  this  the  committee  gi-anted  130  applications,  representing 

16  men,  108  women  and  222  children. 

Refused,  126  applications,  representing 

74  men,  124  women  and  279  children. 

Ordered  to  Racecourse  Camp,  14  applications,  representing 
4  men,  15  women  and  26  children. 

The  last  14  all  refused  to  go  to  the  racecourse,  and  no  relief  is  now 
being  granted  to  them. 

As  I  have  secured  an  enquiry  agent  who  is  riow  busy  iuvestijfatintr 
applications,  I  nm  expecting  tlial  u  much  larger  number  of  applications  will 
be  dealt  with  in  July. 

During  June,  25  women,  representing  53  adults  and  57  children  on  relief 
in  the  town,  nsked  to  be  allowed  to  go  to  live  in  tlie  Racecourse  Camp,  as 
thoir  liusbands  w^ere  there  ;  these  applications  were  all  granted. 

1  hiive  had  to  suy»ply  funerals  for  1  woman  and  I  child,  and  coflSns  for 
I  man,  4  women,  tnd  G  children.  These  do  not  represent  sdl  the  deatlis  that 
have  taken  place,  as  some  of  the  people  are  able  to  provide  for  their  friends  in 
that  respect. 

I  enclose  for  your  information,  correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
tlie  Chamber  of  Mines  and  myself  w^ith  reference  to  finding  employment  for 
8omo  of  the  men  on  relief.  It  appears  that  the  opinion  expressed  by  the- 
chamber  is  very  generally  he  Id  here. 

I  enclose  Medical  Reports  from  Di^s.  Schienessen  and  Fraser.  Dr.  Fraser 
win  give  a  complete  report  for  this  month. 

The  average  number  drawing  rations  has  been  : — 

803  men,  2,683  women,  and  3,032  children. 

(Signed)        A.  A.  NOBT.K. 

Superintendent. 


[Copy.]  ,  JohcutfU'shim/, 

2nd  July,  1901. 

The  Superintendent, 

Imperial  Relief, 

Johannesburg. 

Medical  Report  for  Month  of  June,  1 90 1, 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  attended,  during  the  month  of-  June  104  patients 
at  their  homes  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  of  which  number  43  men  were 
suffering  with  measles,  35  with  more  or  less  severe  attacks  of  influenza,  7  with 
typhoid  fever,  5  witli  pneumonia,  1  with  heart  disease,  5  with  diphtheria. 
3  with  dysentery,  and  5  with  n)alarial  fever. 

The  number  of  deaths  that  came  to  my  notice  amounted  to  4. 
The    causes    of    deaths    were : — Pneumonia,    diphtheria,   measles,    and 
bronchitis. 

At  the  office  1  prescribed,  during  the  month,  for  731  persons. 
The  total  number  of  persons  attended  by  me  during  the  month  amounts 
835 

I  bave  &c 
(Signed)        W"'n.  SCHEINESSEN. 
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[Copy.] 


Dr.  Frasers  Report  for  Wedc  ended  30th  June,  1901 


During  the  past  week  there  has  been  comparatively  little  serious  sickness 
in  noy  district. 

Deaths :  Juanita  Wessels,  25,  Crown  Road,  from  diphtheria. 

Serious  cases  attended  :  38. 

Total  number  of  patients  attended  :  232. 

Prevailing  diseases  :  Influenza  and  measles. 

(Signed)        W.  D.  FRASER, 

M.O.  to  Relief, 

Johannesburg, 


M^-'i'   ''     ~7 
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Report  of  Government  Relief  Committee — 

Pretoria^ 


Pretoria  Government  Relief  Committee. 
Report  for  the  Month  of  June,  1901. 

In  continuation  of  our  Report  for  May  last — 

The  want  of  tent  accommodation  has  still,  to  a  certain  extent,  hampered 
the  oflBcials  concerned  in  removing  the  refugee  population  to  the  various 
camps  in  the  districts  from  which  they  hail. 

The  temporary  camp  at  Pietersburg  railway  station  has  been  removed  to 
Van  der  Hovens  Drift,  to  which  rations  are  supplied  as  requisitioned  by  the 
staff  otBcer  for  refugees,  in  whose  hands  the  management  of  the  camp  is 
vested. 

The  inspectors  appointed  in  May  have  done,  and  continue  to  do,  good 
work  in  verifying  the  statements  made  by  applicants  for  relief,  in  which  many 
discrepancies  have  been  noted  and  rectified,  and  in  reporting  defective 
sanitary  arrangements  or  uncleanly  premises.  All  matters  concerning 
sanitation  have  been  at  once  referred  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  action. 

Several  cases  of  sickness  among  the  children  have  been  reported — 
principally  measles,  influenza,  and  whooping  cough.  All  serious  cases  have 
been  reported  as  under  medical  treatment. 

The  death  rate  in  the  town  among  recipients  of  relief  is  27  for  June,  as 
against  41  in  May. 

From  Annexure  A  will  be  seen — 

(1)  That  the  average  number  of  people  in  receipt  of  relief  for  the 

month  of  June  was  4,261,  at  a  total  cost  of  £2,231  lOs.  2d, 

(2)  That  the  number  on  relief  are  decreasing  regularly,  this  being 

especially  notable  in  the  case  of  men. 

The  relief  store   and   work   of  the  office  generally  has   been   running 
smoothly,  and  appears  to  give  general  satisfaction. 
The  staff  consists  of — 

£      8.    d. 

22  whites,  at  a  monthly  cost  of     . .  . .      165     0     0 

Average  of  15  natives,     „         „  „  . .  . .        22  10     0 


(Signed)  FRED.  LANCE, 

Executive  Member  of  Government 
Relief  Committee. 

(     „     )  T.  G.  LIGERTWOOD, 

Member  G.  F.  Committee. 
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ANNEXURE  A. 
Retubk  fob  the  Month  ended  SOtu  June,  1901. 


Week  ended 

Men« 

• 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Tokens  taken 

in 
Relief  Store. 

June  8th 

V    15th 

„    22nd  

„    29th 

770 
456 
303 
2r>8 

1,657 
1,547 
1,884 
1,204 

2,185 
2,161 
2,006 
1,877 

4,592 
4,164 
3,643 
8,849 

38,763 
40,758 
82,432 
29,829 

Total 

1,797 

5,722 

8,229 

15,748 

141,777 

Average  for  month  . .  . .  . .  3,937 

Nominal  value  of  tokens,  £3,544  86*.  6d. 

Actual  cost  of  relief  in  food       . .  • .  1,986     3     1 

Emergency  rations  issued  to  Rest  Camp 
and.  other  places — 

Average    for    month- 202    adults, 

rations,  6,066 202  j 

Average  for  month — 122  children,  [cost    225     8     7 

3,648         122J 

4,261 
Medical  comforts. .  . .  . ,  . .  ..  , .         19  18     6 

£2,231   10     2 

The  cost  of  relief  in  food  is  exclusive  of  rail  carriage,  which,  for  the  sake 
of  uniformity,  has  not  been  calculated  on  the  cost  of  the  goods,  thus  enabling 
a  comparison  to  be  made  with  cost  of  rations  at  burgher  camps. 
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Camp  at  Port    Elizabeth. 


From  Lard  Kitchener  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  War  Office,  London,  S.  W 

Army  Head-quarters,  South  Africa, 
Sir,  Pretoria,  31st  July,  1 90 1 . 

079 In  continuation  of  my  letter,  ^o.  C.  in  C./4614,  dated  26th  instant,  I 

'6979       have  the   honour  to   fonvard  the   enclosed  report  on  the  working   of  the 
Kcfngee  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth,  for  the  month  of  June,  1901. 

I  have  &C., 

KITCHEXER,  General, 
Commanding  in  Chief,  South  Africa^ 


The  Castle,  Cape  Town, 
Military  Secretary,  Pretoria,  21st  July,  1901. 

Report  on  the  working  of  the  Refugee  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  June  is 
forwarded  herewith,  in  accordance  with  your  telegram  Xo.  K  6017,  of 
12th  July. 

W.  G.  BRAITHWAIT,  Major, 

D.A.A.G, 
for  Major-General, 
Commanding  Cape  Colon y  District  (absent). 


To  the  Staff  Officer,  Prisoners,  Cape  Town. 

Port  Elizabeth, 

17th  July,  1901. 

Report  on  Boer  Exile  Camp  here,  forwarded  in  accordance  with  your 
telegram,  P.R.  2106,  of  13th  instant. 

I  enclose  also  a  brief  statement  from  medical  officer  in  charge. 

It  has  now  been  arranged  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  medicines  shall 
be,  as  was  formerly  the  case,  retained  in  the  hospital,  as  the  camp  free  issue 
as  required. 

I  may  add  that  religious  services  are  held  twice  a  week,  on  Sundays  and 
Wednesdays,  in  Dutch  and  English. 

A.  A.  GARSTIN,  Colonel, 

Commanding  at  Port  Elizabeth. 


Passed. 

0.  MOSLEY  LEIGH,  Major, 

Staff  Officer,  Permits. 


;.*• 
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To  the  Senior  Stdff"  Officer,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth, 
Sir,  16th  July,  1901. 

I  have  the  hbnour  to  report  that  this  camp  is  situated  near  the  Cape 
Road,  about  1^  milbs  from  P6rt  Elizabeth.  It  is  divided  into  two- portiolns,  a  men's 
camp  and  a  women's  camp,  separated  by  a  pathwajTabout  29  feet  Wide,  '^fre 
men^s  camp  has  an  area  of  about  22,500  square  feet,  and  the  women's  camp 
an  area  of  about  360,000  square  feet,  each  camp  is  enclosed  by  a  wire  fencing 
about  5  feet  high. 

Aceonmiodfttion  is  provided  for  the  wometai  by  60  huts,  eaeh  12  feet  by 
10  feet,  and  10  feet  high.  These  huts  are  built  of  corrugated  iron  and  have 
wooden  floors,  with  ordinary  sash  windows,  3  feet  by  5  feet,  and  half-glass 
doors.  A  block  of  16  new  huts  is  in  course  of  erection.  As  far  as  possible, 
one  family  occupies  each  hut,  but,  in  some  cases  when  the  families  are  very 
small,  two  occupy  one  apartment. 

The  meals  are  taken  in  a  large,  well-built  dining  room,  62  feet  ty  29  feet, 
which  is  also  used  as  a  recreation  room,  a  piano  has  been  provided  by  private 
subscriptions.  The  food  is  very  good  and  the  following  is  supplied  for  the 
variovLs  meals : —  *     .  .    , 

Breakfast. — Coffee^  jam  or  sardines,  bread  and  butter. 

^'  Dinner.— Beef,  two  vegetables,  puddings  occasionally. 

Tea. — Tea,  bread,  butter,  and  jam. 

There  is  absolutely  no  stint  iii  the  quantity  provided.  All  these  meals  are 
supplied  bj'  contract.  There  are  two  large  sheds  for  washing,  and  the  sanitary 
arrangements  are  excellent.  '  ^Tbe  inmates  of  the  camp  do  not  have  to  do  their 
own  cooking,  as  cooks  are  paid  by  the  contractor.  .         » 

The  health  of  the  camp  is  excellent,  and  the  hospital  arrangements  are 
as  good  as  can  bp/  '  A  civil  surgeon  visits  the  camp  each  day,  and  he  is  assisted 
by  a  volunteer  Army  nursing  sister  of  Dutch  nationality,  who  stays  in  the 
camp,  and  also  by  one  of  the  exiles. 

The  number  of  inmates  of  the  women's  camp  are  as  follows  : — 

Women . .  . .       85 

Children        269 


,  In  the  women's  camp  the  bedding,  &c.,  issued  as  required  is  as  follows : — 
Iron  bedstead,  mattress,  2  sheets,  pillow,  and  blankets. 

Men's  Camp. 

At  present  there  are  82  men  in  this  camp.  They  are  in  every  way  treated 
the  same  as  soldiers.  They  stay  in  tents  and  receive  exactly  the  same  rations 
and  bedding.    The  rations  are  supplied  by  the  Army  Service  Coi-ps. 

Since  these  camps  were  formed  in  October  last,  as  follows  is  the  total 
number  of  deaths : — 

Men .^       1 

Women  , .         . .         . .         . .         , ,       l 

Children • .      10 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  H.  FENfTEE,  Captain, 

Camp  Commandant. 
(7925)  2  A  2 
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Persons  at  present  in  Camp,  with  Total  Number  of  Deaths  since 

October,  1900. 


Exiles. 

Men. 

Refugees. 
Women. 

Children. 

Coloured 
servants. 

ToUl 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

deaths. 

32 

83 

257 

2 

2 

12 

4 

12 

W.  H.  FENIfEE,  Captain, 

Commandant,  Boer  Exile  Camp^ 

Port  Elizabeth. 


Port  Elizabeth, 
16th  July,  1901. 


Tlie  general  health  of  the  camp  has  been  good  during  the  past  month. 
There  have  been  no  fevers  nor  infectious  cases. 

The  hospital  is  kept  clean  and  comfortable.  There  have  been  two 
"  lying-in  '*  cases,  and  an  average  of  two  in-patients  a  week.  The  majority  of 
the  cases  arc  treated  in  an  ''  out-patient "  tent,  which  is  a  great  convenience. 

Some  definite  arrangement  should  be  made  about  the  supplying  of 
medicines,  as  there  is  no  dispensary  accommodation,  and  the  distance  from 
the  Base  Hospital  rather  much.  At  present  there  are  very  annoying  delaya 
in  having  prescriptions  made  up. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  are  as  perfect  as  they  can  be  under  the 
circumstances.     The  tubs  are  well  disinfected  and  the  W.C.'s  kept  clean. 

W.  ROGER  CHEW, 

M.B.  and  CM.,  Edinburgh^ 
Civil  Surgeon  to  Boer  Exile  Camp, 

Port  Elizabeth. 

\%th  July,  1901. 
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Reports  on  the  Refugee  Camps  at  Howick 
and  Pietermaritzburg. 


Sir, 


Army  Headquart£bs,  South  Africa. 

Pretoria,  7  th  August,  1901. 


In  continuation  of  m}'  letter  No.  C.  in  C/4614,  dated  Slst  ultimo,  I 
have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  on  the  working  of  the 
Kefugee  Camps  at  Howick  and  Pietermaritzburg  for  the  month  of  June,  1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


KITCHENEK,  General, 
Command  ing-in-Chief,  South  Africa* 


The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


D.A.G.,  Natal, 

Newcastle. 

The  following  Keports  of  refugee  camps  at  Howick  and  Maritzburg  are 
forwarded  in  accordance  with  your  telegram  K  2485,  dated  July  13th,  1901. 

I  have  inspected  the  camp  at  Maritzburg  with  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Natal,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  consider  that,  on  the  whole,  it 
is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 

H.  E.  RAWSON, 

Colonel 
Commanding  Maritzburg  Sub-District.. 
Mai'itzburg, 

18.7.01. 


Military  Secretary. 

Forwarded  with  reference  to  your  K  6016  of  l-2th  ultimo.  A  great  deal 
of  care  and.  attention  has  been  devoted  to  these  camps,  with  satisfactory 
results.  The  late  superintendent  of  the  camp  at  Howick,  Mr.  Caldecott,  on 
leaving  for  Johannesburg,  received  an  unsolicited  testimonial  from  the 
occupants  of  that  camp,  which  showed  clearly  that  they  were  both  satisfied 
and  grateful  for  the  arrangements  made  for  their  welfare. 

1  have  also  had  a  Ifeport  from  the  schoolmaster  at  the  refugee  camp, 
P'm'burg,  stating  how  much  the  establishment  of  the  school  there  has  been 
appreciated,  and  how  large  was  the  attendance. 

The  suggestion  to  substitute  an  issue  of  rice  for  potatoes  is  receiving, 
consideration. 

H.  M.  LAWSON, 

Co].,  D.A.G. 


Newcastle, 
2.8,01 


For  G.O.a,  NataL 
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Monthly  Report  for  June  on  Refugee  Camp,  Maritzburg. 

1.  SanitcUian. — ^Fairly  satisfactory.     Dry  earth  system  in  use.     Water  i 
is  laid  on  from  the  municipal  supply,  and  wash-houses  are  provided.     Site  of 

camp  good.     Camp  refuse  removed  daily.     There  is  also  a  bath-house. 

2.  Schools. — Average  daily  attendance  about  250.     Curriculum  almost 

the   same  as   that  in  Government  schools.     A  school-house  has  just  been  j 

erected. 

3.  Hospital, — Hospital  accommodation  is'  provided  at  Fort  Napier. 
There  is  an  infectious  hospital  for  children  •  outside  the  camp.  Special 
accommodation  for  maternity  cases.     A  resident  medical  officer  in  camp. 

4.  Daily  Routine. — Some  of  the  men  have  found  work  in  town  or  the 
suburbs.     Inhere  is  also  a  gang  of  about  30  men  in  camp  (emj^oyed)  each  day 

in  pitching  and  striking  tents,  &c.,  and  general  fatigues.     The  refugees  are  | 

responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  their  own  lines. 

5.  Rdiffiow  Instruction. — This  is  in  the  hands,  of  the  Revd.  Rousseau, 
Minister  of  tho'  Dutxjh  Reform  Church.  Church*  is  held  in  camp  every 
Sunday,  also  various  religious  classes  during  the  week. 

'     6.  How  Refugees  are  Housed. — Some   in   canvao   huts,   and  some   in 
marquees.     The  average  nimiber  of  persons  in  eac^i  hut  or  marquee  is  ten.  i 

Where  there  are  two  small  families  they  share  one  tent.     All  the  unmarried  | 

men  live  in  bell  tents;  apart  from  the  rest. 

7.  Clothing. — If  the  people  arrive  destitute  of  clothing,  it  is  provided 
from  the  Ordnance  Department,  which,  is  charged  to  the  Civil  Administration 

of  the  Orange  River  Colony  and  TransvaaL  I 

8.  General  Remarks. — ^The  Superintendent,  Refiigee  Camp,  suggests  an  I 
issue  of  rice  twice  a  week  in  lieu  of  potatoes.     The  school  is  well  conducted 
by  Mr.  Vermaark.     A  tennis  court  has  been  made  by  the  refugees  themselves, 
and  also  cricket  and  football  has  been  started.     Sports  are  held  occasionally. 

^he  conduct  of  the  refugees  on  the  whole  is  very  satisfactory. 


(Sd)  G    P.  APPLEBY,  Capt., 

Garr.  Adjutant, 

Fm'burg. 
Maritzburg, 

31.7  01. 
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Monthly  Report  for  June  on  Refugee  Cump,  Howick. 

1.  Sanitation. — The  night-soil  is  removed  bj  the  sanitary  contractor. 
A  staff  of  25  natives  are  employed  in  scavenging  and  general  sanitary  work 
of  the  camp,  i.e.,  cleaning  latrines,  wash-houses,  etc. 

2.  Schools. — An  average  of  230  children  attend  daily. 

Subjects  taught : — Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  history,  geography, 
scripture,  Dutch  and  English. 

3.  Hospital. — Cases  of  enteric  fever  are  removed  to  special  ward  in 
No.  15  General  Hospital.     Three  £.P.  tents  are  provided  as  a  camp  hospital. 

Mild  cases  are  treated  in  their  own  tents. 

An  isolated  tent  is  provided  for  infectious  or  contagious  diseases. 

Medical  officer  visits  sick  three  times  daily. 

4.  Daily  Routine. — Refugees,  assisted  by  others  when  necessary,  .ire 
employed  in  charge  of  each  line  of  marquees,  their  duties  being  to  attend  to 
the  general  cleanliness  of  their  lines  and  vicinity,  general  work  of  camp,  such 
as  retrenching,  repairing  tents,  chopping  wood,  etc. 

5.  Religious  Instruction. — Divine  service  is  held  daily. 
Sunday  school  and  Bible  classes. 

Mr.  V.  D.  Horst,  Dutch  Reform  Minister,  conducts  service. 

6.  How  Refugees  are  Housed, — In  marquees  and  bell  tents,  10  to  each 
marquee  and  5  to  each  bell  tent. 

7.  Clothing. — If  the  people  arrive  destitute  of  clothing,  it  Is  provided 
from  the  Ordnance  Depot,  which  is  charged  to  the  Civil  Administration  of 
the  Orange  River  Colony  and  Transvaal. 

8.  General  Remarks. — The  site  of  the  camp  and  sanitary  condition  is 
extremely  good,  water  supply  good  and  abundant ;  there  are  four  wash-houses. 
and  eight  bath-rooms,  water  laid  on  to  each. 

The  school  is  well  conducted  by  Mr.  V.  D.  Horst,  assisted  by  eight 
teachers.  The  school  instruction  at  present  has  to  be  mainly  in  Dutch 
because  so  few  children  speak  English.  All  English  children  are  being- 
taught  English. 

The  children  have  a  football  club  and  cricket  club,  also  gardeninji^. 

The  conduct  of  the  refugees  is,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory. 


G.  P.  APPLEBY,  Capt., 

Garr.  Adjt., 

Fm^urff. 


o" 


Maritzburg, 
-      31.7.01. 
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ORANGE  RIVER  COLONY. 


Army  Headquarters,  South  Africa. 

Pretoi-ia,  August  9th,  190K 

Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  docunienis,  with  reference  to 
iUv  Kofugee  Camps. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

KITCHENER,  General. 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 

To  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
War  Office. 


Kefiis^ees^  Address. 

KroonMad  Refugee  Camp, 

July  31st,  190L 
To  His  Excellency 

The  Deputy  Administrator  of  the 

Orange  River  Colony. 

Most  Honourable  Sir, — In  the  name  of  the  general  public  in  above- 
named  camp  do  we,  the  undersigned,  bid  Your  Excellency  heartily  welcome 
in  our  midst,  and  are  indeed  glad  to  see  the  interest  Your  Excellency  takes 
in  us,  and  sincerely  hope  that  Your  Excellency's  visit  will  tend  to  our  welfare. 
We  may  assure  Your  Excellency  that  as  loyal  subjects  we  are  prepared  to 
accede  to  Your  Excellency,  as  representative  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
the  same  respect  and  ol>edience  as  was  granted  to  the  chief  of  the  late 
Orange  Free  State. 

Your  Excellency's  presence  here  bids  us  hope  that  circumstances  will 
speedily  allow  of  the  administration  of  civil  law  throughout  the  Orange  River 
Colony.  We  also  wish  to  tender  Your  Excellency  our  heartiest  thanks  for 
the  interest  you  take  in  the  education  of  our  youth,  and  we  trust  you  will 
succeed  in  your  endeavours,  and  that  the  growing-up  generation  will  be 
taught  to  be  God-fearing,  honest,  and  loyal  citizens  under  the  British  flag. 
We  regi-et,  however,  to  state  that,  notwithstanding  the  highly  appreciated 
eiforts  of  our  worthy  Superintendent  and  doctors,  still  so  many  cases  of 
sickness  and  deathr»  occur  daily  in  this  camp,  still  we  hope  and  trust  Your 
Excellency  will  do  all  in  your  power  for  the  health  in  this  camp. 

We  trust  that  the  efforts  of  our  worthy  Superintendent  towards 
promoting  our  welfare  under  trying  circumstances  will  be  appreciated  bv 
Your  Excellency.  We  are  happy  to  state  that  the  spirit  of  loyalty  is  daily 
increasing  in  this  camp,  and  that  the  majority  of  the  male  refugees  have 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
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Wishing  Your  Excellency  a  pleasant  sojourn  during  Your  Excellenoj'& 
Etay  at  Kroonstad,  and  health  and  prosperity  in  the  future, 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble  and  loyal  subjects^ 


C.  R.  Botha. 

J.  S.  M.  de  Villiers. 

J.  S.  V  d  w;ait. 

David  J.  Higgs. 

C.  Howell. 
T.  F.  Fourie. 
W.  J.  Prinsloo, 
P.  A.  Fourie. 

F.  J.  Keyser. 
H.  J.  Fouche. 
T.  E.  Ferreira. 
M.  L.  Prinsloo. 
S.  G.  de  Myer. 
J.  C.  A.  Ellis. 
H.  A.  Jordaan. 

S.  J.  W.  Pretorius. 
S.  J.  Becker. 
J.  P.  Odendaal. 

D.  Botha. 

S.  G.  Hauptfleisch. 

J.  J.  Erasmus. 

L.  G.  van  Aswogen. 

D,  C.  Lourens, 
A.  J.  S.  Gouws. 

G.  L.  Lombaard. 

A.  J.  Smith. 

J.  L.  van  Rensburg. 
J.  J.  van  Wyk. 
L.  C.  Odendaal. 
C.  J.  Engelbrecht. 
P.  J.  J.  Delport. 
J.  Delpoit. 
R.  Rano, 
J.  R.  le  Roux. 
P.  Lindeque, 
J.  M.  Cronie. 
P.  Myburgh. 
R.  L.  du  Plessis. 
J.  J.  Hendriks. 
C.  J.  P.  Gouws. 
J.  J.  A.  Born  man. 

E.  M.  van  Rooyen. 
H.  P.  Spangenberg. 
J.  Human. 

J.  F.  MuUer. 
P.  C.  Delport. 
P.  N.  Delport. 
J.  E.  van  CoUer, 

B.  de  Wet. 
R.  Klopper. 
H.  J.  Thomas. 

J.  A.  Geldenhuys^ 
T.  Serfontein. 
J.  S.  Vorster. 
P.  A.  Kleynhans. 
A,  P.  Minnaar. 
J.  P.  Schoeraan. 
N.  Human. 


J,  L.  Pienaar. 
A.  M.  Prinsloo. 
P.  A.  Steyn. 
J.  H.  Labuschafirne. 
N.  Searle. 

F.  A.  Peens. 
H.  J.  Grobler. 

G.  J.  Peens. 

S.  P.  Wagener. 
J.  C.  Prinsloo. 
J.  A.  Watts,  jun. 
P.  Geldenhuys. 
J.  H.  V.  Morrison, 
C.  J.  V  d  Walt. 
J.  V  d  Merwe. 
M.  J.  Grobler. 
J.  C.  Swanepoel 
F.  Roos. 
C,  J.  Wessels. 
J.  C.  E.  Scheepers. 
W,  F.  Steenberg. 
J.  M.  Gouws. 
J.  H,  Serfontyn. 
H.  W.  Meyer,  jun. 

C.  J.  Lategan. 
F.  J.  Rensburg. 
J.  M.  Koekemoer. 
J.  H.  Viviers. 

D.  C.  Reys. 
J.  H.  Bosch. 
J.  Fourie. 
H.  Searle. 

J.  Hattingh. 
J.  C.  Bosch. 

D.  J.  D.  Hattingh. 
C.  J.  H.  Shessner. 
C.  de  Jager. 

J.  C.  Jordaan. 
P.  J.  Coetzer. 
J.  G.  de  Lange. 

E.  L.  Kleynhans. 
J.  C.  du  Toit 
W.  Smith. 

J.  C.  Steyn. 
C.  F.  Haefele. 

E.  R.  Cronje. 
P.  Jordaan. 
M.  J.  Taljaard. 
J.  B.  Krase. 

F.  J.  Steenbergb. 

F.  C.  de  Bruyn. 
J.  A.  Pretorius. 

G.  Joubert, 
A.  S.  Gous. 
P.  Haefele, 

W.  J.  Pretorius. 
L.  C.  Geldenhuyc. 
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JReports  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks  oil  the  Refugee 
Camps  at  Krugersdorp,  Potchefstroom,  and 
Klerksdorp. 


Army  Headquarters,  South  Africa. 

Pretoria^  August  9th,  1901 

Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  reports  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks 
on  the  Refugee  Camps  at — 

Krugersdorp, 

Potchefstroom, 

Klerksdorp. 

He  is  eontiijuing  his  inspections  and  further  reports  will  follow. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

KITCHENER,  General 
:  Comrhanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 

Tl.e  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


KRUGERSDORP. 

(Mr.  ToMLiNSON,  Superintendent.) 


The  Burgher  Camp, 

July  3l8t,  1901. 

1  visited  the  Burgher  Camp  at  Krugersdorp  on   July  31st,  1901,  and 

spent  several  hours  in  the  camp  in  making  a  careful  inspection. 

The  camp  is  situated  about  a  mile  from  the  town  to  tlie  south,  on  rising 

lyround  facing  north,  and  protected  to  the  noitb,  and  to  a  great  extent  on 

the  east  and  west,  by  kopjes  ;  nevertheless,  like  the  rest  of  Krugersdorp,  it  is 

very  dusty. 

There  are  several  varieties  of  tents  in  this  camp — tents  stretched  over  a 

horizontal  pole,  bell  tents,  E.P.  tents  and  marquees,  800  altogether.     The 

first  two  kinds  are  used  to  house  the  Boer  families,  and  on  the  whole  they  are 

comfortable. 

This  camp  was  formed  on  April  15th,  but  the  hospital  has  only  been  in 

existence  for  the  past  five  weeks.     Dr.  Aymard  is  in  charge  of  the  camp  and 
of  the  hospital,  and  seems  to  [me  a  very  efficient  officei'.     He  does  not  live  in 

the  camp,  but  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  away.  He  visits  the  camp  twice 
•  daily,  in  the  morning  and  again  in  the  afternoon.  The  hospital  is  under  a 
matron.  Sister  Hnrnett.  She  has  under  her  four  girls,  selected  from  among 
the  refugees,  two  as  day  nurses  and  two  for  night.  The  hospital  consists  at 
present  of  five  E.P.. tents  or  marquees,  and  one  hospital  marquee  used  for 
«torea.  These  E.P,  tents  could,  without  overcrowding,  accommodate  six 
patients  each,  i.e.,  80  patients,  but  when  I  visited  them  there  were  only  nine. 
In  the  first  marquee  an  old  man  recovering  from  bronchitis,  which  nearly 
proved  fatal,  and  one  child ;  in  the  second  marquee  there  were  three  girls, 
one  suspected  enteric,  one  double  pneumonia,  and  one  bronchitis,  all  doing 
well,  and  one  Bmall  boy  with  enteric.  Marquees  8  and  4  were  empty.  In 
No.  5  there  were  three,  a  girl  of  12  with  enlarged  spleen^,  probablf  ^fW^crTp 
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malaria,  another  girl  with  acute  Bright's  disease,  and  a  child  with  pneumonia 
and  suppuration  of  the  middle  ear.  I  mention  the  nature  of  the  ailments  to 
show  they  are  the  ordinary  ailments  of  everyday  life  in  any  large  community, 
and  are  not  due  to  insuflficiency  of  food,  or  to  exposure  or  hardship.  Were 
there  any  pressure  on  the  accommodation  of  the  hospital,  seven  more 
marquees  could  he  put  up,  which  would  accommodate  eight  patients  each. 

They  have  had  in  this  camp  tlie  same  difficulty  as  existed  in  other  camps 
in  getting  the  people  to  go  into  the  hospital,  owing  to  the  same  causes  as  I 
mentioned  in  my  report  on  the  Burgher  Camp  at  Irene.  The  Superintendent 
showed  me  an  order  dated  July  18th  from  the  Military  Governor  at  Pretoria, 
authorising  the  removal  to  hospital,  by  compulsion  if  necessary,  of  all  cases  of 
sicknesfl,  which  were,  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  ofilcer,  suitable  cases  for 
hospital  treatment.  He  told  me  that  since  he  received  thiB  order  the 
difficulties  were  greatly  diminished,  and  the  order  has  been  most  beneficial  in 
the  camp.  Still  it  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  there  are  7 1  cases  of  sickness  of  a 
more  or  less  severe  character  in  the  camp.  (Last  return  July  26th.)  There 
is  room  in  the  hospital  for  30,  but  only  nine  beds  arc  at  presr^nt  occupied. 
Close  to  the  hospital  there  is  a  nicely  fitted  up  dispensary  containing  most  of 
the  drugs  generally  used.  (70  to  80  bottles  of  medicine  ai'e  dispensed  per 
dsLy.)  The  kitchen  attached  to  the  hospital  is  small,  and  would  not  be 
sufficient  were  there  any  material  increase  in  the  number  of  hospital  cases. 

The  doctor  informs  me  that  they  are  just  beginning  an  epidemic  of 
measles,  and  I  myself  saw  seveml  children  in  camp  who  looked  as  if  they  were 
about  to  develop  the  disease.  Should  this  occur,  the  ignorance,  prejudices, 
and  habits  of  these  people,  of  which  I  have  seen  several  examples  in  this 
camp,  will  make  this  disease  a  very  large  contributor  to  the  death  rate  of 
this  camp.  The  following  illustrative  cases  which  occurred  in  this  camp  are 
worthy  of  being  related  : — 

f  1)  A  recent  remedy  among  the  Boers,  no  matter  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  ailment,  is  to  paint  the  part  afflicted  with  green  paint.  Three  children 
named  Smith  were  suffering  from  some  complaint  which  I  was  unable  to 
ascertain.  The  children  were  painted  all  over  with  green  paint,  with  the 
exception  of  the  face.  Two  of  the  children,  a  boy  aged  four  and  a  girl  aged 
seven,  were  admitted  on  July  24th  to  the  hospital,  the  boy  died  the  same 
day,  and  the  girl  the  following  day,  both  of  acute  arsenical  poisoning ;  the 
third  child,  aged  four  months,  died  before  the  others  were  brought  into 
hospital. 

(2)  Dr.  Aymard  was  sent  for  to  see  a  child  aged  two  in  the  camp,  who 
was  unconscious;  he  found  on  the  table  in  the  tent  the  following  Dutch 
remedies,  all  of  which  were  being  administered  at  the  same  time  without  any 
doctor  s  ordei^s  : — 


(3) 


Hoffinan's  drops  (containing  ether). 
Essenz  dulcis  (containing  opium). 
(3)  Bed  powder  (containing  tartar  emetic). 

4)  Jamaica  ginger. 

5)  Dutch  drops  (composition  unknown). 


The  child  continues  unconscious, 

(3)  A  baby,  named  Schutte,  aged  four  months,  was  suffering  from 
bronchitis,  the  doctor  ordered  the  child  to  get  nothing  but  milk,  the  mother 
refused  to  give  the  child  milk,  but  gave  It  sardines  instead  ;  the  infant  died 
in  two  days. 

There  are  at  pre^aent  in  camp  4,215  individuals,  i.e.,  703  men,  1,575 
women,  and  1,937  children. 

The  greatest  number  in  any  one  tent  is  eiofht,  mostly  children,  the 
average  per  tent  is  five,  there  Is  thus  no  over-crowding  in  this  camp.  Besides 
the  nurses  in  the  hospital,  there  are  four  camp  nurses,  probationers,  selected 
from  among  the  more  intelligent  and  more  educated  girls  in  the  camp  ;  the 
camp  is  divided  a  mongst  them,  and  they  visit  every  tent  every  day,  and 
sometimes  twice  a  day.  At  9.30  a.m.  or  10  a.m.  they  go  round  with  the 
doctor  and  point  out  to  him  the  tenths  in  which  there  are  any  cases  of  sickness. 
Any  case  the  doctor  considers  suitable  for  hospital  treatment  he  orders  to  be 
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removed.  If  the  people  object  he  sends  for  the  Superintendent,  hut  now  the 
threat  of  so  doing  is  usually  sufficient.  The  deaths  during  July,  including  the 
day  of  my  visit  (July  31st),  were  : — Men,  none  ;  women,  three  ;  children,  15 — ^a 
total  of  is  ;  a  very  small  number  considering  the  number  of  people  in  camp. 
The  distribution  of  rations  in  this  camp  differs  somewhat  from  that  I  reported 
in  Irene  and  Johaimesburg  camps.  Kations  are  divided  into  first  and  second 
class.  First-class  rations  are  issued  to  all  men  who  mil  do  work  in  the  camp, 
and  to  members  of  their  families.  Second-class  rations  are  issued  to  all  men 
who  refuse  to  work,  and  to  all  others.  The  Superintendent  finds  this  a  very 
wholesome  incentive  to  the  Boer  to  toil.  Many  of  the  men  who  at  first 
refused  to  do  any  work,  when  they  discovered  the  extra  rations  supplied  to 
the  workers  and  to  the  well  behaved,  changed  their  mind^.  I  find  that  the 
number  of  first-class  rations  issued  is  246,  and  of  the  second-class  rations 
2,692.  First-class  rations  here  are  the  same  as  the  rations  issued  in  the 
Irene  and  the  Johannesburg  camps,  viz.  : — 

Flour      

Coffee      

Sugar 
Salt         ..• 
Meat 

The  meat  ration  is  increased  to  lA  to  2  lbs.  whenever  there  ai*e  sufficient 
animals  available,  but  for  some  time  this  camp  has  been  very  short  in  this 
re8]>ect. 

Second-class  rations  consist  of : — 


7  lbs." 

6  ozrt. 

>     Once  a  week. 

12ozs. 

4ozs. 

lib. 

Twjce  a  week 

Flour  7  lbs. 

Coffee  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  4ozs. 

Sugar  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  8  ozs. 

Salt  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  4  ozs.  ^ 

Meat  1  lb.      Twice  a  week. 


>Once  a  week. 


Children  over  12  count  as  adults. 

Children  under  six  get  half  of  the  adult  rations,  whether  first  or  second 
chiss,  except  sugar,  of  which  they  all  get  a  full  ration. 

Children  from  six  to  12  get  a  full  ration  of  flour,  7  lbs.,  and  other  rations 
same  as  other  children. 

I  questioned  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  make  the  ordinary  adult 
ration  (first  class  in  this  camp)  the  second-class  ration,  and  give  extra 
allowance  of  sugar  and  coffee  for  a  first-class  ration,  but  Mr.  TomJinson  and 
Dr,  Aymard  assured  me  that  the  people  get  plenty  to  eat,  and  certainly  the 
appearance  of  all  the  adults  and  children  in  the  camp  would  confirm  this.  The 
quality  of  the  sugar,  coffee,  and  flour  in  this  canxp  was  excellent ;  when  it 
arrives  a  supplementary  ration  of  1  lb.  of  rice  will  be  given,  and  in  the  mean- 
time 1  lb.  of  mealie  meal  is  given  in  the  place  of  it. 

The  meat  here  'ma  very  poor.  Three  weeks  ago  the  average  weight  of  a 
sheep  was  15^  lbs.,  the  last  averaged  13|lbs.  About  50  per  cent,  of  this 
weight  is  bone.  A  thousand  sheep  are  killed  for  the  camp  every  three  weeks. 
There  was  no  meat  in  the  butchery  or  store  on  the  Slst,  so  I  was  unable  to 
examine  the  quality. 

Milk  is  issued  to  all  the  sick,  and  children  under  two  years,  and  to  all 
weakly  children  under  one  year  ot  age  one  part  of  Ideal  milk  is  added  to  four 
parts  of  water,  that  is  about  one  tin  of  milk  to  two  pints  of  water.  For  the 
sick  and  older' children  it  is  made  double  the  strength — one  part  of  milk  to 
eight  parts  of  water.  All  children  under  two  years  get  two  pints  of  milk  per 
day.  Ideal  milk  is  the  kind  chiefly  used,  but  sometimes  Milkmaid  Brand  is 
substituted. 

25  to  50  lbs.  of  wood  and  100  lbs.  of  coal  are  issued  to  each  family  every 
week. 

There  is  no  lack  in  the  supply  of  medical  comforts  in  this  camp.  The 
doctor  has  a  perfectly  free  hand  in  ordering  what  he  considers  necessary  for  the 
people,  and  he  assures  me  he  has  not  been  stinted  in  anything. 

The  wsirter  supply  here  is  most  excellent.    At  the  base  of  one  of  the 
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kopjes  there  is  a  natural  spring(of  clear  bright  water,  most  excellent  for  drink- 
ing purposes,  perfectly  pure,  and  out  of  the  way  of  camp  contamination. 

The  supply  of  soap  is  at  present  rather  deficient.  The  Superintendent 
used  to  issue  a  bar  to  every  tent  every  tln'ee  weeks,  but  he  has  had  to  stint  it 
lately.  I  did  not  see  any  people  or  tents  as  dirty  in  this  camp  as  in  Ward  G 
at  Irene.  I  went  into  tents  mto  which  some  refugees  had  been  located  but 
the  day  before,  into  others  which  had  been  inhabited  for  a  week,  and  for  the 
most  part  they  were  fairly  clean.  The  Supenntendent  told  me  that  if  he 
found  a  tent  or  the  inmates  dirty,  if  they  were  on  first-class  rations  he 
threatened  to  reduce  them  to  second  class,  or  'if  on  f^econd-class  rations  he 
thi^eataned  to  send  them  before  the  magistrate  under  one  of  their  bye-laws, 
and  he  found  these  threats  were  generally  eflective. 

The  cleaning  up  of  the  ground  between  the  tents  is  carried  out  by  brigade 
of  17  boys,  who  act  as  scavengers. 

The.  police  in  the  camp  and  the  guard  around  it  are  exclusively  drawn 
fi-om  the  burghei^s  in  the  camp. 

The  school  is  held  in  one  very  large  marquee.  The  inside  measurement 
of  the  marquee  is  appwximately  102  feet  long  and  42  feet  wide.  The 
superintendent  over  the  school  is  Mr.  Alberts ;  he  is  assisted  by  four  lady 
teachers.  English  is  the  language  used  in  instructing  the  children,  of  whom 
about  200  attend  the  school.  There  is  great  difficulty  in  inducing  the  pai'eots 
to  send  tlieir  children.  They  say  they  will  wait  till  the  war  is  over  :  if  the 
English  win,  then  the  children  will  have  to  learn  English  ;  but  if  not,  then 
they  will  learn  in  Dutch. 

Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers  have  a  store  in  this  camp,  which  has  been  a 
gi'eut  boon  to  the  inhabitants.  Unfortunately,  they  supply  a  good  deal  of 
Dutch  medicmes  and  quack  drugs,  which  the  people  would  be  better  without. 
But  as  the  people  are  allowed  to  go  in  and  out  of  the  town  whenever  they 
wish  to  do  so,  they  could  get  these  drugs,  which  have  such  an  effect  on  the 
infant  mortality,  in  the  town  if  they  could  not  get  them  in  camp.  About 
£200  worth  of  goods  have  been  supplied  out  of  this  store  to  the  people,  free 
of  cost  to  the  people  themselves. 

In  this  camp  there  is  a  marquee  containing  a  piano,  an  harmonium,  and 
other  musical  instruments,  called  the  Musical  Club,  where  the  members  give 
concerts.     Next  to  it  is  a  tea  and  refreshment  tent. 

The  children  in  the  camp  all  looked  well  nourished  and  in  good  health 
and  happy.  The  adults,  many  of  whom  seem  to  be  well  off,  were  comfortable 
and  contented,  I  heard  no  complaints  or  grumbling  during  a  long  day's  visit. 
The  Superintendent  informed  me  that  there  never  were  any  grumblings  in 
the  camp  prior  to  June  15th,  About  that  date  a  committee  of  Dutch  ladies 
in  Krugersdorp  was  formed,  with  the  object  of  visiting  and  *'  looking  after  " 
the  Boers  in  tlie  camp.  Since  then  the  refugeas  have  begun  to  discover 
grievances,  and  to  give  utterance  to  them. 

The  only  recommendation  I  would  make  in  regard  to  this  camp  is  that 
the  Doctor  or  Superintendent  be  authorised  to  increase  the  rations  supplied 
to  the  nurses  in  the  hospital  a«d  in  the  camp.  Tiiese  girls  ai'e  doing  a  great 
deal  of  hard  work,  some  of  them  at  night,  and  they  require  sometlnng  more 
than  the  rations  served  out  to  the  idle.  I  would  suggest  that  some  fresh 
vegetables  be  procured  for  them  froiu  the  local  market. 

(Signed)        KENDAL  FRANKS. 
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POTOHEFSTROOM. 


The  Biiryher  Cmnp, 

August  Isr  and  2ud,  1901. 

1  visited  this  camp  on  tlie  afteruoou  of  Anguat  Int  and  the  forenoon  of 
August  2nd.  It  is  situated  close  to  the  st action  on  the  southern  side,  and 
is  on  flat  ground.  It  is  divided  into  four  canips,  Nos.  1  and  o  being  under 
Dr.  Bird,  Nos.  2  and  4  being  under  Dr.  Burgher.  Mr.  Swart  is  Superintendent 
of  tho  whole  camp.  Through  the  middle  of  the  camp  winds  the  town  furrow, 
a  narrow  canal  which  supplies  the  town,  after  passing  through  the  camp,  with 
water.  In  addition  to  the  people  in  the  cump,  there  are  3,651  refugees  in  the 
town,  who  are  fed  and  looked  after  by  the  British  Govennnent.  These  also 
are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Mr.  Swart ;  Dr.  Dixon  and  Dr.  Kamsay  look 
after  these.  In  the  cami)  there  are  (Augusi  1st)  3,508,  Thus  the  total 
number  of  pemons  provided  for  in  Potclrefstroo'n  is  7,159.  The  hospital 
arrangements  in  this  camp  are  as  follow  s  : 

In  the  camp  itself  there  are  two  marquees,  hol<iing  six  beds  each,  which 
are  exclusively  used  for  maternity  ca^es.  All  tiie  maternity  cases  in  the  four 
divisions  of  the  camp  are  admitted  here.  I  understand  that  only  one  case 
was  attended  to  in  her  own  tent.  There  have  been  no  deaths  during  child- 
birth in  this  camp.  These  marquees  are  under  the  charge  of  a  skilled  midwife, 
Mrs.  Van  der  Merwe.  with  a  inght  nurse  to  assist  her.  The  doctors  speak 
in  high  terms  of  the  excellent  work  she  has  done.  There  are  no  other 
hospital  tents  in  the  camp.  All  other  cases  of  sickness  which  the  doctors 
wish  to  be  treated  in  hospital  are  sent  into  the  town.  Here  one  of  the  Dutch 
churches,  the  oldest,  has  been  converted  into  a  hospital.  This  building  has 
a  boarded  floor,  and  measures  inside  66  feet  by  ^0  feet.  The  roof  is  vaulted 
and  lofty,  but  the  building  is  badly  ventilated.  Tliere  are  some  small  stoves 
in  the  room,  which  give  very  little  heat  tnid  are  smoky  and  smelly.  There 
are  19  beds  in  this  hospital  ward,  they  are  made  of  wooden  planks  spread  on 
a  frame  and  covered  with  ont^  luiid  mattress.  The  same  beds  are  found  in 
the  two  marquees  beside  the  hospital  which  are  used  as  supplemental  waj'ds 
I  think  proper  hospital  beds  with  wire  wove  mattresses  should  be  supplied  tc 
the  hospitals  in  camp.  I  found  here  a  patient  almost  convalescent  bu. 
recovery  delayed  by  a  bed  sore.  There  w^ere  16  patients  in  the  hospital 
ward;  five  suifering  from  enteric,  one  from  acute  and  one  from  chronic 
jDhthisis,  and  the  rest  from  abscess,  gangrene,  pneumonia  (two),  and  sucl' 
ailments.  The  staff  consists  of  the  matron  (Mrs.  Duncan),  with  five 
probationers  under  her,  three  for  day  and  two  for  night  nursing.  The 
district  surgeon  is  in  charge  of  the  patients.  There  is  no  stint  in  the  supply 
of  food,  stimulants,  and  medical  comforts  for  the  patients,  but  there  are  some 
hospital  accessories  much  needed.  I  think  the  matron  should  be  supplied 
with  some  thermometers  (clinical),  some  measure  glasses,  and  a  case  of  pocket 
instruments  for  dressing  her  cases.  The  patients  are  all  supplied  with  fresh 
cow's  milk,  and  eggs  are  to  be  had  in  abundance.  As  adjuncts  to  the 
building  tlierc  are  two  large  marquees.  In  one  of  these  were  two  patients, 
a  boy  wjtii  enteric  and  an  old  man  with  chronic  cough.  The  other  marquee 
was  empty.  All  the  patients  in  the  hospital  seemed  well  cared  for.  One  of 
the  patients  in  the  building  is  Mis.  Fourie,  suffering  from  an  abscess  in  the 
thigh.  Her  four  children  were  taken  into  the  marquee  (now  empty),  two  on 
June  IGth,  one  on  June  21st,  and  one  on  July  3rd,  all  suffering  from  amcrum 
oris,  a  kind  of  local  gangrene  affecting  the  cheek  or  jaws  of  a  child.  It  is  a 
rare  disease,  attacks  childrcni  almost  exclusively,  foUows  on  measles,  scarlatina, 
typhoid,  &c.,  and  is  almost  painless,  and  is  almost  always  fatal  Mrs.  Fourie  s 
four  children  died  a  few  days  after  their  admission.  Dr.  Burger  had  three 
cases  in  his  portion  of  the  camj),  and  Dr.  Bird  four,  making  11  cases  in  all. 
There  were  no  more  cases  after  July  :3rd  until  the  day  of  my  visit,  when 
Dr.  Bird's  attention  was  called  to  another  case.     He  asked  me  to  see  it,  and 
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1  am  very  glad  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  one  of  the  cases  myself,  as  I 
had  been  told,  previous  to  my  visit  to  Potchefstroom,  that  scurvy  had  broken 
out  in  the  camp,  and  these  were  the  cases  referred  to.  I  can  unhesitatingly 
say  that  the  case  I  saw  was  a  ca^e,  well  marked  and  advanced,  of  cancrum 
oris.  It  presented  none  of  the  symptoms  characteristic  of  scurvy.  Whoever 
originatea  the  report  that  these  were  cases  of  scurvy  must  have  been  entirely 
ignorant  of  the  two  diseases.  From  the  description  givon  to  me  by  the 
doctors  of  the  other  cases,  before  I  saw  this  last  one,  I  had  no  difficultv  in  at 
once  saying  that  they  must  have  been  cases  of  cancrum  oris.  Mrs.  ^ourie's 
children  were  aged  respectively  three,  seven,  nine,  and  10.  The  child  I  saw 
was  about  two ;  the  ages  of  the  others  I  did  not  ascertain. 

There  has  been  in  this  camp  the  same  objection  to  going  into  hospital  as 
in  the  other  camps.  Once  a  case  refused  to  obey  the  doctor  s  orders  in  this 
respect,  and  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Swart,  was  sent  for.  He  informed  the 
people  that  the  doctor's  orders  must  be  carried  out,  and  that  force  would  be 
used  if  necessary.  This  threat  had  the  desired  effect,  and  since  then  no 
difficulty  has  arisen. 

The  supply  of  clothing  in  this  camp  is  deficient.  Clothing,  or  more 
generally  the  material  for  making  clothing,  is  supplied  to  convalescents,  the 
sick,  and  some  old  people.  Many  of  the  people  in  camp  are  scantily  clothed, 
especially  the  children  ;  and  among  them  boots  and  stockings  are  conspicuous 
by  their  absence.  Many  of  the  people  in  camp  are  experts  at  making  veldt- 
schoen,  if  they  had  bxit  the  leather  supplied  to  them. 

Up  to  the  end  of  June  there  were  two  scales  for  rations,  called  respec- 
tively A  and  B.  A  was  the  full  ration  which  is  now  supplied  to  every  adult ; 
B  was  a  reduced  ration.  A  was  given  to  those  who  worked  in  the  camp ; 
B  was  given  to  the  idler.  This  system  was  abandoned,  because  the  number 
seeking  work  exceeded  the  (hmand.  The  adult  ration,  and  the  ration  for 
children,  are  the  same  here  as  in  the  other  camps.  A  pound  of  lice  will  be  given 
JUS  a  supplementary  ration  i\s  soon  as  it  arrives  ;  in  the  meantime  nothing  is 
given  in  its  place.  The  quality  of  the  flour,  sugar,  and  coffee  is  excellent ; 
the  same  as  I  nave  found  elsewhere.  The  meat  here  is  rather  better  than  1 
have  seen  in  the  camps  already  reported  on. 

Ideal  and  Milkmaid  brand  are  used  here  ;  they  are  prepared  with  boiling 
water,  in  the  same  proportions  as  are  used  in  the  military  hospitals.  Milk  is 
supplied  regularly  to  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  and  to  all  the  sick,  as 
ordered  by  the  doctor.  In  addition,  the  probationers,  or  district  nutses,  are 
allowed  some  discretion  in  issuing  it  to  those  convalescents  for  whom  they 
think  it  necessary. 

I  inquired  carefully  into  the  supply  of  medical  comforts,  and  I  found  that 
they  had  run  out  of  many  of  the  articles,  such  as  butter  and  jam  ;  other 
comforts  have  dropped  very  low  in  stock,  while  certain  articles  were  in 
abundance,  because  the  people  will  not  use  them,  such  as  compressed 
vegetables,  cocoa,  and  jelly  powder. 

Soap  is  issued  weekly  :  1^  inches  of  blue  mottled  soap  is  supplied  to  each 
individual.  I  cannot  say  what  the  Boer  refugees  do  with  it,  for  in  most  of 
the  tents  the  absence  of  its  use  was  very  marked.  I  think  a  greater  super- 
vision as  to  cleanliness,  both  as  to  the  persons  and  the  surroundings  of  the 
inmates  of  the  tents,  is  required  here.  The  probationers  should  be  instructed 
to  enforce  a  proper  regai'd  to  cleanliness,  and  my  experience  has  shown  me 
that  a  little  compulsion  at  the  start  is  all  that  is  required,  to  be  followed,  of 
course,  by  continuous  supervision. 

There  are  two  camp  matrons,  one  for  camps  1  and  3,  one  fur  2  and  4. 
Mrs.  M.  Rhoda  is  tho  matron  of  I  and  3.  She  has  eight  probationers, 
selected  from  among  the  refugees  under  her.  Each  of  these  has  charge  of 
a  ward,  and  her  duty  is  to  Visit  every  tent  in  her  ward  daily.  She  reports 
to  the  matron,  and  the  matron  accompanies  the  doctor  on  his  rounds.  Thus 
his  attention  is  drawn  to  every  case  requiring  his  care. 

There  is  a  very  excellent  soup  kitchen  in  this  camp  inaugurated  by 
Mrs.  Bishop,  who  has  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  make  it  a  success.  She 
is  assisted  by  some  of  the  Dutch  voinig  ladies  in  the  town.  Here  excellent 
soup,  porridge,  and  milk  are  issued  to  the  probationers,  who  distribute  to  the 
sick,  tne  weakly,  and  the  convalescents.  I  took  a  photograph  of  the  scene  of 
distribution,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  this  report. 
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I  find  the  nuiul)er  of  sick  and  death  rate  were  very  high  lu  this  camp  in 
June.  There  has  beau  a  gradual  improvement  in  July,  whilst  the  last  week 
in  July  shows  the  smallest  death  rate  during  these  two  months.  Tbe  fourth 
week  in  June  was  the  highest,  viz.,  65  ;  the  highest  in  July  was  43  in  the 
second  week,  the  last  week  was  12.  This  improvement  in  the  deatli^  rate  ia 
contemporaneous  with  the  declme  of  the  epidemic  of  measles,  which  was 
undoubtedly  the  cause  of  the  high  death  mte  among  the  children.  In  this 
camp,  as  at  Irene,  the  death  rate  of  measles  cases  is  attributable,  not  so  much 
to  the  severity  of  the  epidemic,  as  to  the  ignorance,  perverseuess,  and  dirty 
habits  of  the  parents  themselves. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  as  e\'idence  that  camp  life  is  not  in  itself 
unhealthy,  that  there  is  more  aickness  among  the  refugees  in  the  town  here 
than  apaong  those  in  the  camp,  thoug'u  the  number  in  town  and  in  camp  are 
nearly  the  same. 

The  Superintendent  informs  me  that  he  has  issued  gratuitously  4,000 
blankets  through  the  camp.  Last  month  he  spent  about  £500  in  buying 
clothing  and  materials,  which  were  also  distributed  free. 

The  poUce  in  the  camp  are  all  burghers, 

Tlie  schools  are  held  in  the  town.  About  400  children  are  on  the  books  ; 
the  daily  attendance  averages  about  320.  The  Superintendent  of  these 
schools  IS  Mr.  Van  der  Merwti,  and  he  is  assisted  by  eight  female  teachers, 
I  went  through  the  various  class  rooms  while  the  children  were  at  work. 
They  looked  clean  and  orderly,  and  were  all  in  apparently  excellent  health 
and  spirits* 

1  drove  with  Mr.  Swart  to  see  the  new  site  whei'e  it  is  intended  shortly 
to  pitch  the  camp.  It  is  an  excellent  situation,  in  every  way  to  be  preferred 
to  the  present  one.  The  new  camp  will  be  pitched  on  the  slope  of  a  gently 
rising  hill,  and  will  face  west  by  north-west,  A  space  600  yarcis  by  400  yards 
is  being  laid  out  in  a  large  square.  This  will  be  subdivided  into  four  smaller 
squares  by  two  very  broad  avenues,  (50  yards  wide,  crossing  each  other  at  right 
angles  in  the  centre  of  the  camp,  running  east  and  west  and  north  and  south. 
Each  of  these  smaller  squares  wall  hold  300  tents.  The  floor  of  each  tent  will 
be  raised  above  the  surrounding  level,  and  each  tent  will  have  a  furrow  round 
it.  At  the  bottom  of  the  hill  there  is  a  broad  furrow,  almost  a  small  canal, 
with  plenty  of  water  in  it,  which  bounds  the  camp  on  the  west  and  on  the 
north,     A  road  36  yards  wide  will  go  all  round  the  camp. 

This  will  be  an  immense  impiovement  over  the  present  camp. 

On  the  whol(^  I  consider  that  this  camp  is  not  as  well  mani^ed  as  it 
might  be.  All  the  officials  from  the  Superintendent  downwards  seemed  very 
anxious  to  have  everything  right,  and  to  do  the  best  they  can,  but  they  seem 
afraid  of  taking  responsibility  upon  themselves,  and  of  incurring  blame,  by 
enforcing  measures  which  it  must  be  cleai-  to  them  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  c^mp.  Thus  discipline  seamed  to  be  lax.  The  camp  was  not  as 
clean  as  it  might  be.  The  inside  of  many  of  the  tents,  and  the  outside  of  most 
of  the  inhabittints,  might  be  described  as  filthy,  and  they  did  not  seem  the 
happier  for  it,  Cleanhuess  is  not  a  Boer  virtue  as  seen  in  the  camps,  and  the 
eople  resent  any  interference  in  this  direction,  but  I  consider  that  it  should 
enforced  nevertheless,  I  suggested  this  to  one  of  the  doctors,  and  he 
repUed  : — *'  If  you  tried  to  wash  them,  you  would  cause  an  insurrection  in  the 
camp."     I  do  not  think  sq. 

There  is  gx'eat  need  in  this  camp  for  materials  for  making  clothing  and 
boots,  especially  for  the  children.  It  ought  to  be  somebody's  duty  to  see  that 
the  stock  of  medical  comforts,  and  even  of  some  drugs,  should  not  be  allowed 
to  run  short. 

(Signed)     .  KENDAL  FBANKS. 
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ELEBKSDORP. 


The  Burgfher  Camp^ 

August  3rd,  1901. 

I  visited  this  camp  on  August  3rd,  1901,  and  spent  the  entire  forenoon 
and  afternoon  in  making  a  thorough  inspection.  The  camp  occupies  a  large 
area  of  ground  to  the  south-'.vest  of  the  railway,  and  to  the  south  of  the  town* 
It  confaiins  719  tents,  some  square,  others  bell  shaped.  The  square  tents 
accommodate  about  eight  people,  and  the  bell  tents  on  an  average  five.  The 
interior  of  most  of  the  tents  is  protected  by  a  sinall  wall  about  two  bricks 
high,  made  of  bricks,  which  runs  round  the  tent,  just  inside  its  lower  edge. 
Outside  there  is  a  furrow  to  carry  off  rain.  The  space  between  the  tents  is 
15  yards  from  pole  to  pole.  Broad  streets  intersect  the  camp.  Trenches 
about  18  inches  to  2  feet  in  depth  run  at  intervals  across  the  camp.  The 
whole  camp  has  a  well-ordered  and  cleanly  appearance.  Rubbish,  refuse,  or 
eveft  bits  of  paper  were  nowhere  to  be  seen.  The  supervision  of  the  camp  is 
entrusted  to  a  head  overseer,  Mr.  Jooste,  and  he  has  four  foremen  under  him. 
To  each  of  these  foremen  a  quarter  of  the  camp  is  allotted.  These  are  all 
selected  from  among  the  burghers  in  the  camp.  Each  of  these  foi'emen  go 
through  every  tent  every  morning  and  see  that  it  is  cleaned  out  before  8  a.m.  . 
Every  morning  at  9  a.m.  all  the  clothing  not  actually  being  worn,  the  blankets 
and  the  bedding,  are  put  out  of  the  tent,  in  the  sun,  and  remain  out  for  airing 
until  12  or  2  p.m.  The  skirts  of  the  tent  are  then  rolled  up  so  as  to  have  a 
thorough  ventilation.  All  this  is  compulsory.  Should  a  foreman  find  a  tent 
dirty,  or  its  inhabitants,  the  number  of  the  tent  is  reported  and  the  meat 
ration  is  I'eduCed.  As  the  meat  is  issued  twice  a  week  to  each  fttmily,  the 
reduction  lasts  for  three  or  four  days.  The  result  of  this  system  is  very 
noticeable.  I  went  through  a  gi-eat  many  ttots  in  various  parts  of  the  camp. 
Every  tent  I  entered  was  tidy  and  clean.  The  inmates  looked  clean,  healthy, 
and  nappy,  except  in  those  tents  where  there  was  measles.  Unfortunately, 
an  epiaemic  of  this  disease  has  just  begun,  but  prior  to  this  there  was 
practically  no  sickness  in  camp  at  all.  The  hospital  is  In  the  town,  and 
thither  the  sick  in  camp  are  sent.  One  marquee  was  used  as  a  hospital,  for 
some  time,  for  infections  cases,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  camp.  The  disease 
which  claimed  its  use  was  diphtheria,  of  which  they  have  had  several  oases, 
all  brought  in  from  Avithout;  No  case  of  diphtheria  originated  in  the  camp. 
For  som^  time  there  has  been  no  use  for  this  hifti'quee. 

There  is  a  room,  made  of  corrugated  iron,  lined  with  wood,  in  the  middle 
of  the  camp,  which  is  used  as  a  dispensary,  where  those  who  require  medical 
aid  can  consult  the  doctor  everyday.  There  ar6  8,758  individuals  in  the 
camp,  and  155  refugees  in  the  town.  No  refugee  is  allowed  to  live  in  the 
town  unless  the  doctor  certifies  that  he  or  she  is  unfit  to  live  under  canvas, 
and  no  refugee  coming  in  is  allowed  to  live  in  the  town  unless  with  the 
special  sanction  of  the  (Commandant. 

The  rations  supplied  in  this  camp  are  in  quality  and  quantity  the  same 
as  those  issued  in  the  other  camps,  The  meat  is  rather  of  a  better  quality, 
which  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  sheep  from  the  outlying  districts 
reach  Klerksdorp  first,  on  their  way  to  the  other  camps.  The  sheep  generally 
average  about  20  lbs.,  but  in  July  the  average  was  25  lbs.  Nevertheless,  the 
only  complaint  I  heard  in  i^espect  to  the  food  was  the  poverty  of  the  meat. 
The  complainant  seemed  satisfied  when  I  told  him  it  was  better  than  what 
I  found  in  the  other  camps.  The  only  other  complaint  I  heard  was  the  small 
amount  of  fuel  which  they  receive.  This  is  quite  true.  They  sometimes 
experience  gi*eat  difficulty  in  cooking  their  food.  There  is  also  a  considerable 
shortage  in  medical  comforts.  The  sudden  outbreak  of  measles  has  caused  a 
heavy  call  to  be  pnad^  on  the  stock  of  medical  comforts,  and  unless  a  frefsh 
supply  soon  arrives  it  will  not  be  possible  to  meet  the  demand. 
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Tlie  Excliauge  in  the  town  has  l)eeu  converted  into  a  hosp'tal  for  the 
l>enefit  of  the  Boer  refugees.  It  is  under  the  charge  of  a  matron,  Miss 
Broadhurst.  There  are  under  her  one  charge  nurse,  with  hospital  experience 
but  uncertificated,  and  two  probationers  selected  fro  n  the  refugees  in  the 
camp.  The  matron  and  the  probationers  do  the  day  work,  the  charge  nurse 
the  night.  The  beds  at  present  in  use  both  for  patients  and  niu^es  are 
compo^  of  a  mattress  placed  on  an  ordinary  camp  stretcher,  which  is 
supported  on  wooden  boxes.  Regular  hospital  beds  with  wire  wove  mattresses 
are  on  order. 

Nearly  all  the  milk  required  by  the  hospital  is  supplied  by  cows  belonging 
to  the  camp. 

The  hospital  consists  of  one  large  airy  room,  which  measures  54  feet  by  33. 
It  contains  at  present  only  four  beds,  of  which  three  were  occupied.  Besides 
this  large  ward  there  are  16  small  rooms,  measuring  about  10  feet  by  12  feet 
each,  containing  one  bed  each  ;  a  few  of  them  have  two  beds.  The  number 
of  patients  in  hospital  were  12,  a  very  small  number  in  comparison  to  the 
size  of  the  cjimp.  Here,  in  Klerksdorp,  I  found,  as  at  Potchefstroom,  that  the 
average  of  sick  in  camp  was  less  than  the  average  in  the  town. 

In  connection  with  this  camp  I  found  what  did  not  exist  in  connection 
with  the  previous  cami3s  I  inspected.  The  Superintendent,  Mr.  Howard,  and 
the  Assistant-Superintendent,  Mr.  Duncan,  had,  with  the  consent  and 
approval  of  Major  Coleridge,  the  Provost-Marshal,  secured  about  nine  acres 
of  ground  some  little  distance  from  the  camp,  which  they  had  put  under 
cultivation.  About  three  quarters  of  this  was  sown  with  barley  to  feed  the 
hospital  cows  and  keep  them  in  good  condition.  The  rest  of  the  ground  is 
a  kitchen  garden,  where  all  sorts  of  vegetables  are  grown,  primarily  for  the 
hospital  patients,  the  remainder  for  the  people  in  camp.  I  saw  about 
8,000  plants  of  lettuce  in  various  stages  of  growth.  This  enterprise  on  the 
part  of  these  officers  is  most  commendable. 

Messiu  Poynton  Brothers  have  a  stoi'e  also  here,  and  they  sell  about  £30 
to  £40  worth  of  goods  to  the  burghers  in  camp  every  day. 

Blankets  have  been  distributed  through  the  camp  free,  and  also  materials 
for  making  clothing,  to  many  of  the  poorer  inhabitants.  A  great  deal  of 
trouble  is  taken  by  the  Superintendents  that  all  relief  sent  to  the  camp  shall 
he  distributed  fairly  to  those  who  most  require  it. 

In  July  there  was  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles,  and  the  death  rate  during 
that  month  was  38,  mostly  children.  Of  these  38,  25  were  due  to  measles. 
During  the  first  week  in  August,  that  is  ending  on  August  2nd,  there  were 
22  deaths,  of  which  21  were  measles.  In  June  there  were  15  deaths ;  in  May, 
nine  deaths ;  and  in  April  there  were  only  two.  These  figures  speak  for 
themselves.  Had  there  been  no  measles  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  camp 
would  have  been,  as  in  April  and  May,  extremely  small,  which  bears  testimony 
to  the  beneficial  results  which  are  to  be  expected  under  the  excellent  manage- 
ment of  which  I  saw  evidence  in  every  portion  of  this  camp. 

On  the  outskirts  of  the  camp,  between  it  and  the  town,  is  a  good 
building,  which  was  formerly  the  Staats  School  of  Klerksdorp.  This  was 
opened  as  a  school  for  the  burgher  children  on  April  1st  last.  I  was  unable 
to  see  the  children  in  the  school,  as  the  school  had  been  closed  for  a  fortnight's 
holiday,  but  I  went  through  the  eight  good  class  rooms,  which  were  as  good 
as  could  be  required. 

The  school  is  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Hesse.  He  has  10  female 
assistants  under  him,  three  of  which  are  English  and  seven  Dutch.  The 
scripture  class  is  given  in  Dutch,  and  Dutch  is  taught  for  half  an  hour  twice 
a  week.     All  other  classes  are  given  in  English. 

There  are  at  present  about  500  children  on  the  books,  and,  previous  to 
the  outbreak  of  measles,  the  attendance  was  very  good,  nearly  every  child 
attending  regularly.  The  school  is  full.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  getting 
children  to  attend ;  at  first  some  pressure  and  compulsion  were  employed, 
now,  if  a  child  is  irregular  it  is  dismissed,  and  there  are  plenty  others  to  take 
its  place.  The  headmaster,  Mr.  Hesse,  is  confident  that  had  he  sufficient 
room  he  could  easily  raise  the  number  to  1 ,000  pupils.  He  has  been  frequently 
requested  by  the  parents  to  shorten  the  holidays  and  to  reopen  the  schools. 
A  severe  attack  of  jaundice  has  prevented  his  doing  so,  but  all  schools  were 
to  be  reopened  on  August  5th.     There  is  another  building  in  the  town  which 
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has  been  used  a-s  a  school  as  an  addendum  to  the  large  one,  and  it  is  intended 
immediately  to  open  two  marquees  to  meet  the  increasing  number  of  scholars. 
Altogether  the  school  arrangements  are  most  satisfactory  and  much  credit  is 
due  to  Mr.  Hesse. 

I  visited  some  of  the  houses  inhabited  by  the  refugees  in  the  town. 
These  of  course  were  not  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  supervision  as  in  the 
camp,  and  the  difference  was  very  marked.  The  ones  I  saw  were  of  course 
the  poorer  ones,  but  poverty  does  not  excuse  squalor  and  dirt.  The  contrast 
suggested  the  benefit,  in  the  matter  of  sanitation  and  health,  which  the 
admirable  discipline  and  administration  in  this  camp  confers  upon  the  Boer 
refugees  themselves. 

I  consider  great  credit  is  due  to  Major  Coleridge,  the  Provost  Marslial 
who  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  camp  and  its  inmates^ 
and  who  has  rendered  great  assistance  .to  the  camp  authorities  ;  and  also  to 
Mr.  Howard  and  Mr.  Duncan,  who  have  shown  great  administrative  ability, 
enterprise,  and  energy  in  making  this  camp  the  best  managed  camp  which 
I  have  yet  seen, 

(Signed)        KENDAL    FRANKS. 
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NATAL,    CAPE    COLONY,    AND    ORANGE 

RIVER    COLONY. 


Army  Headquarters,  South  Afiuca. 

Pretoria,  \&th  August,  1901. 
Sir, 

In  continuation  of  my  letter,  No.  C  in  C./4614,  dated  7th  instant,  I  have 
the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  on  the  working  of  the  Refugee 
Camps  in  Natal  and  Cape  Colony  for  the  month  of  July,  1901,  also  that  of 
the  Orange  River  Colony  for  the  same  period. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

KITCHENER,  General. 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


NATAL. 


The  A. FM.,  Natal 

Herewith  Reports  on  the  Refugee  Camps  at  P'M'Burg  and  Howick  for 
the  month  of  July,  1901. 

H.  E.  RAWSON,  Colonel,  O.CM.S.-D. 
FM'Burg,  6.8.01. 

Military  Secretary. 


Newcastle,  7.8.01. 


Forwarded. 
H.  M.  LAWSON,  Colonel  D.A.G., 

For  G.O.C.  Natal. 


Monthly  Report  for  July  on  Boer  Refugee  Camp,  Pieterraaritzburg. 

1.  Sanitation. — Satisfactory.     Wash-houses  and  bath-rooms  are  provided. 

2.  Schools, — Average  daily  attendance  about  200.  Curriculum  almost 
identical  with  that  in  Government  Schools,  but  it  is  ho])ed  that  before  the  end 
of  next  month  the  attendance  will  be  largely  increased.  Many  of  the  elder 
children  attend  the  Government  Schools  in  the  town. 

3.  Hospital. — Serious  cases  are  treated  in  the  Hospital,  Fort  Napier  ; 
mild  cases  in  their  quarters  ;  infectious  cases  in  isolated  tents. 

4.  Daily  Routine. — About  50  men  are  working  in  the  town  or  suburbs, 
also  24  boys  at  the  brewery.  Ordinary  fatigues  of  the  camp  are  done  by  the 
burghers. 

5.  Religious  Instruction. — This  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Revd.  Rousseau, 
Minister  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  Church,  Bible  Classes,  Ac,  are  held 
in  the  School-house  during  each  week. 

6.  How  Refugees  are  Housed. — Some  in  green  canvas  huts  (No.  2  camp), 
and  some  in  marquees  (No.  1  camp).     Bachelors  in  a  camp  of  bell  tents. 

7.  Clothing. — The  people  are  well  clothed  ;  when  they  arrive  this  is  what 
is  most  wanted. 

8.  General  Remarks. — There  are  hardly  any  complaints.  The  people  on 
the  whole  are  ver}'^  well  conducted,  although  the  class  of  persons  in  this  camp 
are  of  a  lower  social  grade,  on  the  average,  than  those  at  Howick.  Many  of 
the  men  obtain  odd  jobs  in  the  town.  It  is  hoped  that  now  a  wood  and  iron 
house,  as  a  school,  has  been  erected  that  the  attendance  will  be  larger. 
English  is  taught  iis  much  as  possible.  The  health  of  the  camp  is  very 
satisfactory. 

G.  P.  APPLEBY,  Captain, 
Maritzburg,  6.8.01.  Garrison  Adhitant.       j 
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HOWIOK. 


Monthly  Report  on  Boer  Refiigee  Camp  at  Howick. 

1.  Sanitation. — The  night-soil  is  removed  by  the  sanitary  contractor. 
A  staff  of  25  natives  are  employed  in  scavenging  and  general  sanitary  work 
of  the  camp,  i.e.,  cleaning  latrines,  wash-houses,  etc. 

2.  School. — An  average  of  230  children  attend  daily. 

Subjects  taught : — Reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  history,  geography, 
scripture,  Dutch  and  English, 

3.  Hospital. — Cases  of  enteric  fever  are  removed   to  a  special  ward  in 
No.  15  General  Hospital.     Three  E.P.  tents  are  provided  as  a  camp  hospital. 
Mild  cases  are  treated  in  their  own  tents.     An  isolated  tent  is  provided  for 
infectious  or  contagious  diseases.     The  medical  oflBcer  visits  sick  three  times 
daily. 

4.  Daily  Routine. — Two  men,  refugees,  assisted  by  others  when  necessary, 
are  employed  in  charge  of  each  line  of  marquees,  their  duties  being  to  attend 
to  the  general  cleanliness  of  their  lines  and  vicinity,  general  work  of  camp, 
6uch  as  entrenching,  repairing  tents,  fences,  chopping  wood,  etc. 

5.  Religious  Instruction. — Divine  service  is  held  daily. 

Sunday  school  and  Bible  classes.  Mr.  V.  D.  Horst,  Dutch  Reform 
Minister  conducts  service. 

6.  IIoiv  Refugees  are  Housed. — In  marquees  and  S.C.L.  tents,  5  to  each 
bell  tent  and  10  to  each  marquee. 

7.  Clothing. — The  people  are  well  clothed.  When  they  arrive,  this  is 
what  is  most  wanted. 

8.  General  Remarks. — The  site  of  the  camp  and  sanitary  condition  is 
extremely  good,  w^ater  supply  is  good  and  abundant.  There  are  four  wash- 
houses  and  eight  bath-rooms,  water  is  kid  on  to  each.  The  school  is  well 
conducted  by  Mr.  V.  D.  Horst,  assisted  by  8  teachers.  The  children  take  the 
various  subjects  in  English  as  soon  as  they  are  sufficiently  proficient  in  that 
language.  All  the  children  are  being  taught  English.  The  most  prevalent 
diseases  being  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  rheumatism.  No  complaints  have 
been  made  during  the  month. 


G.  P.  APPLEBY,  Captain, 

Garrison  Adjutant. 

Maritzburg, 

6,8.01. 
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CAPE    COLONY. 


F.R.A./1843. 

Military  Secretary, 

Pretoria. 

Heport  on  the  working  of  the  refugee  camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  July  is 
forwarded  herewith  in  accordance  with  your  telegram  No.  K.  6,017  of 
July  1 2th. 

J.  HEYMAN,  Lt.-Col., 

for  Major- Greneral 
Commdor.  Cape  Colony  District. 
The  Castle, 

Cape  Town, 

6.8.01. 


To 


Sir, 


S.S.O., 

Port  Elizabeth. 

Boer  Exile  Cardp, 

Port  Elizabeth, 

July  31,  1901. 


I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  since  my  last  report,  dated  July  15th 
la&t,  tliere  have  been  no  deaths  in  camp.  The  death  shown  on  attached 
tubulated  statement  (which  is  for  the  whole  month  of  July)  occurred  on 
July  10,  The  medical  officer  informs  me  that  the  47  out-patients  were  in 
most  cases  treated  for  coughs,  colds,  and  bad  teeth. 

The  erection  of  the  new  block  of  huts  is  being  pushed  on,  and  four  of  the 
rooms  are  being  occupied  to-day. 

The  food  supplied  continues  to  be  good,  and  I  have  received  no  complaints 
as  to  either  its  quantity  or  quality. 

Ill  my  last  report  I  stated  that  it  had  been  agreed  to  allow  Messrs. 
Howitz  and  Eliason  to  open  a  small  store  in  this  camp  for  the  sale  of  small 
articles  to  the  inmates,  and  that  they  were  to  pay  a  rent  of  £4  a  month  for 
tliis  privilege.  I  have  received  the  first  payment  of  £2  for  fortnight  ending 
July  3L  This  money  has  been  expended  in  boots.  10  pairs  have  been 
purchased  and  given  away  to  the  people  here. 

On  July  22,  two  families,  Vandenburg  and  Du  Plessis,  consisting  in  all  of 
16  persons,  left  this  camp  for  the  refugee  camp,  Bloemfontein,  and  on  July  26, 
Mr,  J*  J.  Erasmus  left  on  parole  for  Craddock.  On  July  18,  Mr.  J.  Gandini, 
whf>  Inid  previously  been  living  in  Port  Elizabeth  on  parole,  was  brought  to 
this  crtmp,  at  his  own  request,  as  he  was  quite  unable  to  support  himself  in  the 
tnwrh     Mrs.  A.  Geel  and  her  son  arrived  here  on  July  19. 

The  infant  school  has  been  reopened,  but  the  bigger  children  are  still 
having  their  holidays. 

1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  medical  officer's  report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  FENNER,  Capt. 

Commdg.  B.E.C. 

P.  E. 
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2. 

Port  Elizabeth, 

1.8.01. 
Re  S.O.     Prisoners  of  War,  Cape  Town. 

Return  of  Boer  exile  (refugee)  camp,  Port  Elizabeth,  forwarded  herewith 
for  month  of  July,  as  directed.  I  hope  as  soon  as  the  Government  can  find  a 
mistress,  the  elder  children's  school  will  reopen.  A  large  number  of  boots  are 
still  required, 

A.  C.  QUILTER,  Colonel, 

Cng.  at  P.  E. 


Retubn  of  Refugees  in  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  Month  July,  1901. 


"      1 

;  Average 
.   Number   !    number 
in  Camp.  1     of  sick 

'  per  week. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Rate  of 

mortality 

among 

children. 

Remarks. 

White- 
Men 

Women   . . 
Children  . . 

32 

83 

257 

I 

Nil.       i       Nil. 
7                   1 
7               Nil. 

Boys  . . 
Girls  .. 

Nil. 
Nil. 

Nil. 

Woman    died    in 

Total 

372 

1 

H                   1 

1 

Total..!    Nil. 

1 

Provincial  Hos- 
pital. Cause  of 
death,  Hydated 

Coloured — 
Men 

Women  . . 
Children  . . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

8 

Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 

Nil. 
Nil. 
Nil. 

Boys • . 
Girls  . . 

Nil. 
Nil. 

Cyst.  Only  one 
case  of  serious 
illness  duriug 
month 

Total 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total . . 

Nil. 

July  31, 

Port  Elizabeth. 


W.  H.  FENNER, 

Commdg  B.E.C., 

P.E. 


The  "  Camp  "  still  continues  free  from  fevers  or  any  infectious  diseases. 

During  the  past  month  the  general  health  has  not  been  quite  so  good, 
coughs  and  colds  being  very  prevalent,  due  to  the  inclement  weather. 

From  1st  July  up  to  aate,  forty-seven  patients  have  been  treated  in  the 
out-patient  department,  exclusive  of  those  who  were  on  the  list  last  month ; 
three  were  treated  in  hospital,  and  four  in  their  rooms,  as  being  too  ill  to 
attend  as  out-patients  and  unwilling  to  enter  hospital,  among  these  is  a 
Mrs.  Porter,  who  is  suffering  from  *'  Malignant  disease,"  and  was  an  inmate  of 
the  hospital  for  pome  little  time,  but  left  at  her  own  request. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  patients  will  not  avail  themselves  more 
frequently  of  the  advantages  of  hospital  treatment.  It  is  an  extremely  difiicult 
matter  to  overcome  their  prejudice  against  hospitals. 


f  »' 


Port  Elizabeth, 

29th  July,  1901. 


W.  ROGER  CHEW, 

M.B.  k  CM.,  Edin.  j 
Civil  Surgeon  in  charge  Boer  Exile  Camp. 
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ORANGE   RIVER   COLONY. 


Ra/3880 

Government  Offices^ 

Bloemfontein,  O.R.C., 

8th  August,  1901 
From  Deputy  Administrator, 
Orange  River  Colony. 
To  General  Uommander-in-Chief, 
H.M.  Forces,  South  Africa, 

and  High  Commissioner,  South  Africa, 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour,  vdth  reference  to  the  attached  report,  to  inform  you 
that  I  made  a  tour  of  inspection  to  the  following  refiigee  camps  on  dates  as 
specified,  viz.,  Norval's  Pont  and  Springfontein  on  the  2nd  July,  Bethulie  on 
the  3rd  July,  Aliwal  North  on  the  5th  July,  Vredefort  Koad  on  the  29th  July, 
KrooDstad  on  the  30th  and  31st  July,  Winburg  on  the  1st  August. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  everything  is  being  done  to  ameliorate  the  conditions 
of  the  persons  in  the  camps,  and  from  personal  contact  with  them  I  am  con- 
vinced that  they  are  happy  and  contented. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  My  Lord, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  M.  ADAMS, 
Deputy  Administrator,  O.RC. 


Government  Offices, 

Bloem/onteiVf  O.R.C., 

5th  August,  1901. 
The  Secretary,  O.R.C.,  Administration, 

Bloemfontein. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  this  my  report  on  refugee  camps  for  the 
month  ending  31st  July,  with  a  view  to  same  being  submitted  to  the  Acting 
High  Commissioner,  and  General  Commanding-in-Chief. 

1.  Distribution  of  Camps — No  additional  camps  have  been  established 
since  my  report  up  to  the  3l8t  May  was  submitted.  A  list  of  camps,  dis- 
tribution at  each  place,  together  with  the  reserve  accommodation  is  shown  a.s 
under. 


Keturn  of  Strength  on  , 

3 1st  July,  1901. 

1 

1 

i                      1 

Reserve 

Camp,                     1       Meu.          Women. 

t 
1                    i 

(Jhildren. 

Total. 

accommodation 
for. 

Brandfort 

235 

541 

1,041 

1,817 

70 

Vredefort  Road 

205 

488 

883 

1,576 

160 

\orvals  Pont  . 

564 

1,063 

1,768 

3.395 

100 

Kloemfontein  . 

758 

1,356 

2,922 

5,036 

— 

Winburg 

414 

606 

1,169 

2,189 

160 

Springfontein  . 

303 

846 

1,471 

2,620 

— 

lleilbron 

311 

678 

1,499 

2,488 

50 

Aliwal  North  . 

742 

1,529 

2,412 

4,683 

— 

Kroonstad 

715 

1,186 

2,193 

4,094 

— 

llarri«mith 

93 

337 

616 

1,046 

.— . 

Kimberlej 

529 

1,109 

1,986 

3,624 

50 

J{4thulie 

449 

1,412 

2,620 

4,481 

200 

Toti 

il        . 

•        •  • 

5,818 

1L151 

20,580 

37,049 
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2.  In  addition  to  the  list  of  medical  officers  and  hospital  staff  shown  in 
my  report  for  the  month  of  June,  the  following  have  been  posted  : — 

Bethulie. — ^Dr.  Williams. 

Bloem/ontein. — Dr.  Rossiter  and  two  additional  nurses  en  route. 

Kimherley, — Dr.  Woodward.    Dr.  Trumper  en  route.    Nurses  Taylor  and 

Karenell. 
Kroonstad. — Dr.  Moore.     Dr.  MacCarthy  en  route.     Nurse  v.d.  Schyffe. 

Nurse  Fitzpatrick  and  two  other  nurses  en  route. 
NorvaVs  Pont, — Dr.  Scarlett.     Nurse  Malherbe. 
Springfontein. — Dr.  Straghan.     Nurse  Du  Port. 
Wiriburg. — ^Dr.  Molesworthy.     Dr.  Ralston  en  route. 
Brandfort. — Nurse  Gung  en  route. 

3.  I  regret  to  report  that  the  death  rate  during  this  month  is  again 
augmented,  showing  an  increase  of  69*6  per  mUle  per  annum  on  last  month's 
statistics.  The  rates  of  deaths  per  mille  per  annum  from  1st  to  31st  July 
will  be  found  as  imder : — 


Camp. 

Population  on 
3l8t  July. 

Deaths  for  July. 

Rate  per  1,000 
per  annum. 

Brandfort          

Vredef  ort  Road 

NorvarsPont 

Bloemfontein 

Winburg 

SpriDgfontein 

Heilbron 

Aliwal  North 

Kroonstad         

Harrismith        

Kimberley         

Bethulie 

1,817 
1,576 
3,395 
5,036 
2,189 
2,620 
2,488 
4,683 
4,094 
1,046 
8,624 
4,481 

13 
10 
62 

102 
15 

101 
15 
53 

157 

3 

59 

31 

85*2 

75-6 
218-4 
242-4 

81-6 
462- 

72- 
135-6 
469-6 

33-6 
195-6 

82-8 

This  makes  the  total  average  for  the  month  of  July  178*7  per  mille  per 
annum. 

I  attribute  this  high  death  rate  to  the  following  causes  : — 

(a.)  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles  followed  by  broncho-pneumonia  has 

broken  out  in  Springfontein  and  Kroonstad  Refugee  Campa 
(b.)  The  late  arrivals  brought  into  refugee  camps  have  undergone  severe 
privations,   many   havmg   been   found   ill-clad  and  short  of  food ; 
consequently   these   persons  are  unable   to   combat  disease   when 
attacked, 
(c.)  Many  superintendents  of  camps  and  medical  officers  continue   to 
report  the  carelessness  and  indifference  of  mothers  in  looking  after 
their  children.     It  is  an  extremely  difficult  task  for  the  doctors  and 
nurses  to  prevent  parents  and  others  giving  patients  unauthorized 
food.     The  Boers  are  past-masters  in  cunning. 
(d.)  During    the    latter    part    of   this    month    we    again    experienced 
abnormally  cold  and  cloudy  weather,  which  accounted  for  several 
cases  of  pneumonia. 
I  must  point  out  that  if  epidemics  had  not  broken  out  in  several  camps, 
the  death  rate  would  have  been  better  in  many  refugee  camps  than  in  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  Orange  River  Colony.     As  it  is,  the  health  of 
Brandfort    Camp    compares    very   favourably   with    the   town  statistics   as 
under : — 

Refugee  Camp    • .         . .      7*1  per  mille  per  mensem. 
Town 91        „  „ 

A  table  showing  the  number  of  sick  weekly  in  each  camp,  also  the 
number  of  deaths  among  same  will  be  found  as  under : — 
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Camp. 


Aliwal  North 

Bloemfontein 

Brandfort 

Bethulie 

Harrismith 

Heilbron 

Kimberley 

Kroonstad 

Norvals  Pont 

Springfontein 

Vredefort  Road 


Number  of  Sick, 
1st  to  7th  July. 


7 
7S 
36 
14 

7 
20 
27 
o5 
24 
T8 
27 


Number  of 

Deaths  amongst  Sick 
Ist  to  7th  July, 


Nil 
4 
2 
1 
Nil 
10 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 


Camp. 

■ 

Number  of  Sick, 
8th  to  15th  July. 

Number  of 

Deaths  amongst  Sick, 

8th  to  15th  July. 

Aliwal  North     .  • 

Bloemfontein     ••         ..         

Brandfort          

Bethulie             

Harrisroith 

Heilbron            

Kimberley         

Kroonstad 
Norvals  Pont     . . 
Springfontein    .. 

Vredefort  Road 

Winburg           

8 
99 
34 
19 

8 
1.7 
26 
49 
20 
131 
13 
13 

1 

5 

Nfl 

1 

Nil 

2 

3 

.  8 
1 
8 

.Nil 
1 

Aliwal  North     . 
Bloemfontein     . 
Brandfort 
Bethulie 
Harrismith 
Heilbron 
Kimberley 
Kroonstad 
Norvals  Pont     • 
Springfontein    . 
Vredefort  Road 
Winburg 


Camp. 


I    Number  of  Sick, 
I  16th  to  22nd  July. 


Number  of 

Deaths  amongst  Sick, 

16th  to  22nd  July. 


9 

109 

51 

23 

4 

16 

20 

62 

47 

138 

10 

15 


2 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

9 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Camp, 

Number  of  Siclc, 
23rd  to  3l8t  July. 

Number  of 

Deaths  amongst  Sick, 

23rd  to  3 1st  July. 

Aliwal  North 

Bloemfontein 

Brandfort           

Bethulie             

Harrismith        

Heilbron            

Kimberley         

Kroonstad         ••         ..         

Norvals  Pont 

Springfontein 

Vredefort  Road 

Winburg            

10 

134 

60 

27 

6 
23 
19 
71 
57 
43 

8 
15 

Nil 

14 

5 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

21 

6 

6 

1 

1 
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The  total  number  of  children  in  all  camps  under  15  years  of  age,  who 
have  died  during  July,  is  493. 

4.  Sanitation.— in  all  camps  continues  to  be  kept  in  a  high  state  o£ 
efficiency,  but  a  great  task  has  been  imposed  on  all  superintendents  to  provide 
for  the  ever-increasing  population.  This  has,  however,  been  accomplished, 
and  extra  latrine  accommodation  has  been  provided  in  all  camps. 

5.  Health.— CaxLUot  be  called  good,  but  if  epidemics  had  not  occurred  in 
several  camps  it  would  have  undoubtedly  been  excellent.  I  am  glad  to 
report  that  the  epidemic  of  measles  is  fast  abating  in  Aliwal  North  and 
Springfontein  Refugee  Camps,  so  hope  for  a  great  improvement  in  the  death 
rate  during  the  ensuing  months. 

6.  Reports  and  Returns. — The  following  additional  returns  are  now 
furnished  by  superintendents  : — 

Telegraphic  return  of  inmates  on  1st,  Tth,  15th,  and  22nd  of  each 
month. 

Telegraphic  return  of  patients  in  hospital,  and  number  of  deaths 
amongst  same  on  7th,  14th,  21st,  and  last  dav  of  each  month. 

Ketum  of  prisoners  of  war,  showing  admissions  and  desertions  during 
month. 

Return  showing  persons,  other  than  prisoners  of  war,  who  have  deserted 
camp  during  month. 

Return  of  commandants  and  other  Boer  officers  admitted  during  month. 

Return  of  births  showing  those  born  in  and  out  of  wedlock. 

Return  of  transport. 

7.  Financial. — The  nett  expenditure  for  July  was  £49,807  9s.  8d,  work- 
ing out  at  an  average  expenditure  of  8^.  per  refugee  per  diem.  This  total 
is  an-ived  at  after  deduction  of  a  sum  of  £1,325  10s.  8rf.,  paid  in  to  the  credit 
of  the  department  by  the  civil  contractors  as  representing  the  value  of 
captured  stock  taken  over  by  them  at  various  camps  during  July.  The  nett 
expenditure  from  Ist  March  to  Slst  July,  1901,  amounts  to  £152,097  Os.  Id. 

8.  Spiritual^ — The  following  additional  clergymen  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  have  been  appointed  to  refugee  camps  : — 

1.  Revd.  H.  Botha,  Vredefort  Road. 

2.  Revd.  de  Vaal,  Kimberley. 

3.  Revd.  Dommisse,  Springfontein. 

9.  Fuel  and  Transport. — Still  continues  to  be  one  of  the  greatest 
difficulties.  As  regards  the  former,  I  have  been  able  to  procure  more  coal 
from  the  Springs  Collieries,  Transvaal.  386  additional  tons  have  been  supplied 
during  the  past  month.  Concerning  the  latter,  further  facilities  have  been 
kindly  given  by  transport  officers  to  superintendents,  and  a  few  old  vehicles 
and  animals  unfit  for  military  work  have  been  handed  over- 
Railway  facilities  for  sending  sheep  from  Bloemfoctein  to  camps  north 

and  south  have  been  given  by  the  Quartermaster-General. 

10.  Clothing. — £608  Os.    5d.    have   been,   during   the   month,    spent   in 

Eroviding  warm  clothing  for  the  destitute  refugees,  and  over  4,000  blankets 
ave  been  distributed. 

1 1.  Shops. — Continue  to  flourish.  Three  storekeepers  detected  selling 
over  Proclamation  prices  have  had  their  stores  closed  by  the  military  autho- 
rities. The  following  additional  shops  have  been  opened  at  the  camps  named 
hereunder  : — 

Bloemfontein     • .  . .  2 

Aliwal  North    . .  •  •  1 

Springfontein    . .  .  •  3 

Winburg  ..  ••  3 

12.  Supplies. — Superintendents  and  medical  officers  continue  to  speak 
highly  of  the  good  quality  issued. 

13.  General. — The  refiigee  camp  at  Aliwal  North  was  raided  by  about 
70  men  under  the  Boer  Commandant  Fouche  on  the  night  of  the  27th  July, 
but,  fortunately,  little  damage  was  done  beyond  robbmg  some  of  the  refugees 
of  clothing  and  wrecking  the  office  of.  the  superintendent.  Mr.  Edwards, 
clerk  to  the  superintendent,  was  taken  prisoner.     Out  of  a  male  population  of 
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689  souls,  only  five  men  joined  the  commando,  which  clearly  shows  that  very 
little  sympathy  exists  between  the  Boers  still  fighting  and  the  reftigees.  A 
great  m^ority  of  refiigees  in  all  camps  are  now  happy  and  contented,  and 
rally  realise  that  they  are  receiving  every  kindness  and  attention  firom  a 
inagnanimous  government.  A  revulsion  of  feeling  has  set  in ;  pro-Boers  and 
pohtical  sensation-mongers  now  visiting  the  camps  would  not  be  countenanced 
by  their  own  kith  and  kin. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  TROLLOPE,  Captain, 

Chief  Superintendent,  Reftigee  Camps^ 
Orange  River  Colony. 
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Refugee  Camps  at  Pietersburg  and  Nijlstroom^ 


NIJLSTROOM. 


Army  Headquarters,  South  Africa. 

Pretoria,  August  23rrf,  1901. 
Sir, 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  No.  C,  in  C./4614,  dated  9th  instant^ 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  on  the  Reftigee  Camps 
at  Pietersburg  and  Nijlstroom,  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  Honorary  Consulting 
Surgeon  to  His  Majesty's  Forces. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

KITCHENER,  General. 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


Nijlstroo7ny 

August  8th,  1901. 

I  visited  the  burgher  camp  at  Nijlstroom,  on  the  *  Pretoria-Pietersburg 
Railway,  on  August  8th,  1901.  This  camp  is  situated  west  by  south-west  of 
the  railway  station,  and  was  started  on  May  30th,  1901,  so  that  it  has  only 
been  a  little  over  two  months  in  existence.  It  is  under  the  superintendence 
of  Captain  H.  Cooke,  a  painstaking  and  active  official.  There  are  1,514 
refugees  in  Nijlstroom ;  of  these  706  are  located  in  the  camp,  and  808  in 
houses  in  the  town.  These  1,514  refugees  consist  of  191  men,  539  women, 
and  784  children.  The  camp  consists  of  93  tents  ;  of  these  60  are  bell  tents, 
30  sail-covered  tents,  and  one  a  marquee,  and  two  square  tents.  Most  of 
these  tents  are  old,  and  many  of  them  patched.  In  addition  to  these  tents 
the  Superintendent  has  66  old  bell  tents  and  one  square  tent,  which  have  not 
been  erected. 

The  refugees  are  housed  : — 

(1)  /n  Houses  in  the  Town. — It  is  scarcely  correct  to  describe  Nijlstroom 
as  a  town.  It  is  rather  a  dorp  or  village  composed  of  widely-scattered 
houses,  some  are  cottages,  some  are  little  better  than  huts  or  cabins.  These 
accommodate  808  people. 

(2)  In  the  Gcioly  which  is  close  to  the  camp. — There  are  here  13  rooms  or 
cells.  They  are  for  the  most  part  small  and  airless  and  dark.  They 
accommodated,  when  I  visited  the  gaol,  62  people.  There  was  undoubtedly 
overcrowding,  and  the  people  were  very  dirty,  and  kept  their  rooms  untidy 
and  unclean.  I  strongly  advised  that  the  gaol  should  not  be  used  to  house 
these  refiigees,  but  that  they  should  all  be  removed  to  the  more  healthy 
conditions  of  the  tents.  The  Superintendent  concurred,  but  the  people 
themselves,  apparently  quite  unconscious  of  the  unwholesome  atmosphere  in 
which  they  lived,  preferred  to  remain  where  they  were.     In  the  passages  and 
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in  the  rooms  themselves  were  strings  stretched  from  wall  to  wall,  over  which 
pieces  of  meat  were  slung  to  dry  and  fonned  their  favourite  biltong.  It  was 
diflBcult  to  move  about  without  striking  against  these  hanging  bits  of  meat. 
Additional  tents  will  be  immediately  pitched  to  accommodate  these  people. 

(3)  In  the  Church. — Up  to  the  preseatthis  building  has  been  used  as  a 
dwelling  for  28  people.  They  are,  however,  about  to  be  removed  and  placed 
in  the  large  marquee  or  in  tents,  as  the  church  is  henceforward  to  be  used  as 
a  school  for  the  children  in  the  camp. 

(4)  In  Tents. — Sixty  bell  tents  and  30  sail-covered  tents  accommodate 
166  people.  These  sail-covered  tents  are  very  large.  They  contain  on  an 
average  10  people;  in  some  I  founH  15,  buc  there  was  no  overcrowding^. 
These  tents  were  nearly  all  untidy.  Some  were  filthy.  Many  of  the 
inmates  seemed  very  poor.  The  bell  tents  accommodate  on  an  average  six. 
Many  of  the  refugees,  when  they  came  in,  brought  tents  with  them.  These 
they  have  put  up  close  to  the  camp  tents,  so  that  the  housing  space  is 
considerably  increased.  Hence  overcrowding  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  portion 
of  the  camp.  The  two  square  tents  have  been  allotted  to  the  hospital  night 
nurses. 

The  house  near  the  camp,  which  formerly  was  inhabited  by  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Minister,  is  now  used  as  a  hospital  for  the  burgher  camp.  There 
are  four  rooms  or  wards  in  the  building,  containing  altogether  10  beds.  One 
ward,  with  one  bed  in  it,  is  kept  for  lying-in  cases,  but  hitherto  no  woman  from 
the  camp  has  availed  herself  of  it.  They  prefer  the  services  of  the  ancient 
and  untutored  midwife  in  the  camp.  One  woman  died  in  the  camp  of 
puerperal  fever,  and  one  is  in  hospital  now  convalescing  from  the  same  disease. 
The  hospital  is  under  the  care  of  the  matron,  Miss  Bolton.  Under  her  are 
four  probationers,  selected  from  the  girls  in  the  camp,  two  for  day  and  two  for 
night  work.  One  of  the  day  probationers  works  in  the  hospital  and  the  other 
in  the  tents.  There  were  five  patients  in  the  hospital  when  1  visited  it ; 
three  were  cases  of  enteric,  one  pneumonia,  and  one  convalescing  from 
puerperal  fever.  The  supply  of  beds  is  at  present  equal  to  the  demand,  but 
should  the  demand  increase,  there  is  room  in  the  buildmg  for  more  beds,  if  the 
beds  themselves  were  forthcoming.  Four  of  the  beds  at  present  in  use  are 
good,  serviceable  beds  with  wire- wove  mattresses.  The  other  beds  are  in  a 
bad  condition.  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  supply  six  good  beds  with 
wire-wove  mattresses,  a  few  water  cushions,  and  a  supply  of  crockery  for  this 
hospital,  which  has,  however,  only  been  a  short  time  in  existence. 

The  hospital  is  amply  supplied  with  milk  (Ideal  and  Milkmaid  brand)  and 
with  all  medical  comforts. 

A  proper  system  of  visiting  in  the  tents,  and  reporting  as  to  cleanUness, 
sickness,  or  other  matters,  is  not  at  present  in  force.  A  camp  matron,  Sister 
Cassidy,  arrived  from  Pretoria  on  August  8  th,  and  I  beUeve  and  hope  that  a 
proper  supervision  as  regaids  these  matters  will  be  at  once  exercised. 

The  supply  of  soap  in  this  camp  has  been  very  deficient,  only  five  cases 
having  been  diBtributed  since  the  camp  was  started.  This,  I  understand,  is 
entirely  due  to  the  diflSculty  of  the  trains  bringing  up  supplies,  owing  to  the 
frequent  interference  of  the  Boers  with  the  line.  The  dispensary  is  well 
supplied  with  drugs. 

Sickness  in  this  camp  was  infrequent  until  measles  appeared  on  June  20th 
and  deaths  were  few.  Thus,  from  May  30th  until  June  27th,  a  period  of  four 
weeks,  there  were  only  five  deaths,  though  the  average  number  of  refugees 
number  1,028  per  week. 

During  the  week  Jime  28th  to  July  4th  inclusive,  there  were  : — 

(1)  Sick — ^men,  0  ;  women,  5  ;  children,  20.     Deaths,  5. 
July  5th  to  nth— 

(2)  Sick — men,  6  ;   women,  2 ;  children,  13.      Deaths,  2. 
July  12th  to  19th— 

(3)  Sick — men,  11 ;  women,  19  ;  children,  68.     Deaths,  6. 
July  20th  to  26th— 

(4)  Sick — men,  12  ;  women,  20  ;  children,  74.     Deaths,  8. 
July  27th  to  August  2nd— 

(5)  Sick — men,  9  ;  women,  25  ;  children,  148.     Deaths,  21 
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That  this  gradual  increase  is  entirely  due  to  the  epidemic  of  measles  is 
shown  by  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  sickness  and  of  death.  In  the  fourth 
week,  for  instance,  there  were  eight  deaths;  of  these  six  were  due  to 
pneumonia,  complicating  measles,  one  to  measles  and  diphtheria  combined,  and 
one  to  infantile  convulsions.  In  the  fifth  week,  again,  the  total  number  of 
sick  was  182  ;  of  these  156  were  cases  of  measles.  The  number  of  deaths 
during  this  week  was  21  ;  15  of  these  were  from  measles,  three  from  enteric, 
and  three  from  other  causes.  This  shows  that,  if  we  eliminate  the  cases  of 
measles,  the  health  of  the  camp  otherwise  is  good,  and  the  mortality  cannot 
be  considered  excessive. 

The  medical  care  of  this  camp  is  under  Dr.  Percy  Green,  who  has  had 
experience  in  a  similar  capacity  at  Irene  Gamp  before  he  moved  here.  One  of 
the  better-class  burghers  has  been  appointed  a  sanitary  inspector.  His  duty 
is  to  visit  all  the  tents  and  all  the  houses  once  a  day,  and  report  direct  to 
the  Superintendent  if  the  tents  or  houses  are  not  kept  clean.  I  saw  a  good 
deal  of  this  man,  and  he  struck  me  as  being  both  intelligent  and  energetic,  but 
this  work  to  be  done  effectively  is  too  much  for  any  single  individual,  and  in 
spite  of  his  efforts  the  tents  and  houses  were  not  kept  in  a  proper  condition. 
True,  the  inspector  has  an  assistant,  a  sanitary  man,  but  his  duties  are  of 
another  kind  altogether.  He  is  responsible  that  the  buckets  are  emptied 
daily,  disinfected,  and  kept  clean,  and  that  all  rubbish  and  refuse  are  duly 
removed.  Coercion  in  the  matter  of  sanitation,  cleanliness,  and  health  is 
required  in  all  these  camps,  and  coercion  of  the  mildest  description  is  usually 
all  that  is  required.  In  one  of  the  houses  in  Nijlstroom  there  were  49  people, 
who  kept  the  place  very  dirty,  and  who  quarrelled  among  themselves.  Three 
fitmiliee  were  removed  from  this  house  and  placed  in  tents  after  it  was 
discovered  that  remonstrances  wefre  of  no  avail.  Since  then  the  Super- 
intendent has  found  that  attention  is  paid  to  any  representations  he  may 
make,  and  some  effort  is  made  to  satisfy  his  views.  I  therefore  think  that 
more  might  be  done  in  this  camp  by  a  judicious  exercise  of  authority,  because 
it  is  evident  that  the  Boers  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  elements  of  sanitation, 
and  wiU  not,  unless  compelled  thereto,  take  the  simplest  precautions  for  the 
preservation  of  health. 

There  is  a  burgher  in  this  camp,  Mr.  St^ynberg,  who  gratuitously 
renders  much  good  seivice  by  visiting  tents,  reporting  sickness,  and 
distributing  clothing. 

Since  the  camp  was  started  on  May  30th  193  blankets  and  four  or  five 
bales  of  flannelette  have  been  distributed  gratis. 

Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers  have  a  store  in  this  camp  similar  to  the  stores 
which  they  have  in  the  other  camps  I  visited.  It  has  been  established  about 
three  weeks,  and  the  burghers  have  already  purchased  goods  to  the  value  of 
over  £900.  I  have  looked  over  their  books,  and  I  find  that  the  people  in  the 
camp  do  not  buy  food ;  their  chief  purchases  consist  of  clothing,  camp,  and 
coolang  utensils,  and  luxuries. 

The  rations  supplied  to  the  refugees  are  the  same  as  those  issued  in  the 
other  camps.  Mutton  was  supplied  up  to  July  16th,  but  since  then  they  have 
oeen  able  to  supply  beef,  which  has  been  of  much  better  quality  than  the 
mutton.  One  pound  of  mealie  meal  is  given  out  per  week  to  each  person 
in  rations  pending  the  arrival  of  the  promised  rice. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  enormous  quantities  of  foodstuffs  which  even 
a  small  camp  like  the  one  at  Nijlstroom  consumes.  In  July  there  were 
issued : — 

Flour        35,842  lbs. 


Goffee 
Sugar 
Salt 
Mealie  meal 


1,601 
4,599 
1,075 
2,344 


All  these  foodstufts  are  of  excellent  quality.  The  sugar  here  is  white 
granulated. 

There  are  nine  police  in  camp,  all  burghers  selected  from  among  the 
refugees.  Six  Zulus  are  employed  outside  the  camp  as  guards  to  prevent 
anyone  entering  or  leaving  the  camp  at  ni^ht.  There  is  no  barbed  wire 
fencing  round  this  camp.     Three  military  police  are  employed  in  the  town. 


Digiti: 


zedbyCjOOgle 


216 

Their  duty  is  to  see  that  no  soldier  enters  the  town  or  the  camp.  Both  of 
these  are  out  of  bounds  to  the  military,  and  any  soldier  found  in  the  camp  or 
in  the  town  would  be  severely  punished.  The  refugees  are  obliged  to  be  in 
their  respective  tents  at  9  p.m. 

I  visited  several  of  the  houses  in  the  town  occupied  by  refugees.  One  of 
these,  occupied  by  some  burghers  of  the  better  class,  was  tidy  and  quite  clean. 
Another  house  the  inmates  were  rather  overcrowded  and  seemed  poor,  but 
the  place  was  clean,  and  the  parents  and  children  bore  evident  traces  of  soap 
and  water.  One  cottage  I  visited  contained  19  people,  and  a  hut  near  it  10. 
They  were  both  overcrowded,  and  the  squalor  and  dirt  would  equal,  if  not 
surpass,  some  of  the  residences  of  the  poor  in  the  British  Isles,  such  as  White- 
chapel,  St.  Giles,  and  the  Liberties  in  Dublin.  These  people  seemed  perfectly 
happy  and  contented,  and  the  Superintendent  informed  me  they  were 
Bywoners,  who  lived  in  much  worse  condition  in  their  own  homes,  and  lived 
mostly  on  fruit  and  vegetables,  so  that  the  fare  they  received  in  the  camp 
was  to  them  novel  and  luxurious.  Some  of  the  people  in  the  camp  had  never 
seen  white  bread  until  they  were  brought  into  Nijlstroom.  These  facts,  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  different  classes  of  Boer  lived  in  ordinary 
times,  should  be  considered  when  trying  to  estimate  the  hardships  or  otherwise 
of  their  lot  in  these  camps. 

Whilst  I  am  far  from  saying  that  this  camp  is  in  every  respect  satisfac- 
tory, it  must  be  remembered  that  it  is  in  its  infancy,  and  probably  has  not 
received  so  much  attention  as  the  older  and  larger  camps.  I  have  in  this 
report  indicated  the  direction  in  which  I  believe  improvement  lies.  The 
faults  which  I  find,  however,  are  not  matters  of  complaint  to  the  Boer,  and 
the  remedies  I  suggest  would  probably  not  be  regarded  as  improvements,  nor 
would  they  meet  with  his  approval.  Still  Ihey  are  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  well-being  and  health  of  the  camp,  and  have  received  the  sanction  of 
civilisation. 

KENDAL  FRANKS. 


J 
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PIETERSBURO. 


Pietershurg^ 

August  12th,  1901, 

I  visited  this  camp  on  August  10th  and  again  on  August  11th,  1901, 
and  inspected  its  various  departments  carefiiUy.  The  camp  is  situated  to  the 
south-west  of  the  station  and  south  of  the  town,  the  railway  line  separating 
the  camp  from  the  town.  It  is  pitched  on  a  gentle  slope.  At  the  foot  of 
this  slope  is  an  excellent  stream  of  water,  which  further  west  joins  the  stream 
coming  from  the  town.  The  water  is  of  very  good  quality.  It  is  brought  up 
in  carts  to  the  tanks  in  the  camp,  from  whicn  the  people  can  draw  what  they 
require. 

When  the  refugees  were  first  brought  in  they  were  housed  in  the  town ; 
but  on  May  10th  the  camp  was  pitched  and  the  people  were  moved  from  the 
town  and  placed  in  the  tents.  There  are  now  no  refugees  in  the  town 
supported  by  us.  The  total  number  of  refugees  in  this  camp  on  August  10th 
was  3,967. 

The  camp  consists  of  600  heU  tents,  and  there  are  100  more  not  yet 
pitched.  Some  of  the  bell  tents  pitched  are  as  yet  unoccupied.  The  average 
number  in  a  bell  tent  is  five. 

50  Large  Marqiiees.— One  of  these  is  used  as  a  church  and  school.  Two 
are  allotted  to  Commandant  Buuys,  a  coloured  burgher,  and  his  party.  About 
150  years  ago,  so  I  am  informed,  a  Dutchman  named  Buuys  migrated  to  a 
place  called  Mara,  north  of  Pietersburg,  settled  there  and  took  to  himself 
several  Kaffir  wives.  The  family  now  consists  of  140  persons  with  the  com- 
mandant as  their  head.  The  two  marquees  and  several  smaller  tents  form  a 
small  camp  for  these  coloured  burghers,  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  main 
camp,  as  the  white  or  mainly  white  burghers  have  no  dealings  with  their 
black  or  mainly  black  compatriots.  One  marquee  is  used  as  a  store.  All  the 
rest  of  these  large  marquees  are  occupied  by  burgher  families.  Some  accom- 
modate 25,  when  the  inmates  are  mostly  children.  The  average  number  in 
a  large  marquee  is  20. 

25  Medium-sized  Marquees. — One  of  these  forms  a  well-equipped  dis- 
pensary. One,  divided  in  the  middle,  forms  the  doctor's  consulting  office  and 
the  dispenser's  bedroom.  One  is  allotted  to  the  Camp  Matron.  The  remaining 
22  are  occupied  by  burgher  families.  The  average  number  in  each  of  these 
medium-size  marquees  is  12. 

NineE.P.  Tents. — One  of  these  is  allotted  to  Commandant  Rensburg,  four 
to  the  hospital,  one  to  the  doctor  (Dr.  Henderson),  one  to  the  staff  of  the 
hospital,  and  one  is  used  as  a  hospital  store. 

The  staff  of  the  hospital  consists  of : — 

(1)  The  doctor  (Dr.  Henderson).     He  had  been  for  nearly  two  years  in 

practice  near  Victoria  West,  in  Cape  Colony,  previous  to  his  taking 
over  the  medical  care  of  this  camp  in  May  last. 

(2)  The  matron  (Miss  Webb),  one  of  the  Army  Reserve  nurses  who  has 

just  come  up  from  the  Yeomanry  Hospital  in  Pretoria  to  take  over 

the  hospital  in  the  burgher  camp  here. 
An  assistant  matron,  or  head  nurse,  who  has  just  arrived. 
Two  probationera,  girls  selected  from  among  the  refugees,  for  day 

work,  and  two  more  for  night  work. 


(3) 
(4) 


The  hospital  consists  of  four  E.P.  tents.  These  can  accommodate  seven 
beds  each.  There  were,  in  fact,  23  beds  in  the  tents  and  15  patients.  Six  of 
these  were  suffering  from  the  effects  of  malaria  which  they  had  brought  in 
with  them,  three  from  pneumonia  following  on  influenza,  one  heart  disease 
with  dropsy,  one  chronic  bronchitis  with  dropsy,  one  (in  a  tent  by  himself) 
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pneumonia  after  measles,  one  amputation  of  the  leg,  performed  in  the  low 
country  before  he  came  into  camp,  one  ulcer  of  the  foot,  and  one  disease  of 
the  hip. 

These  cases  are  what  one  would  expect  to  find  in  a  hospital  out  here,  and 
are  obviously  not  in  any  way  to  be  attributed  to  the  hardships  of  camp  life, 
nor  to  any  neglect  or  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  those  responsible  for  the 
well-being  of  the  reftigees  in  this  camp. 

Most  of  the  beds  in  the  hospital  (15)  are  the  regulation  pattern,  with 
wh'e-wove  spring  mattresses,  supplied  to  the  military  hospital,  the  remaining 
eight  of  the  lath  pattern,  and  are  not  adapted  for  hospital  use. 

Besides  the  cases  in  hospital  there  is  a  large  number  of  sick  in  camp, 
almost  all  of  which  are  to  be  attributed  to  one  or  other  of  the  epidemics  which 
are  prevalent  there. 

(1)  Malaria. — Great  numbers  of  the  refugees  who  have  been  brought  in 
here  have  come  from  the  low  country  where  malaria  is  rife.  They  have  for 
the  most  part  arrived  in  a  very  debilitated  state,  some  have  died  on  the  road, 
some  have  been  brought  in  dead,  and  others  have  succumbed  to  the  disease 
since  they  came  in. 

(2)  Influcnzdy  which  has  attacked  a  large  number,  and  which  has  been 
the  cause  of  many  cases  of  pneumonia. 

(3)  Measles. — This  broke  out  in  the  camp  early  in  July,  and  is  the  chief 
cause  of  the  mortality  among  the  children.  The  type  is  a  bad  one.  Many  of 
the  cases  seem  to  develop  a  low  form  of  double  pneumonia  at  the  same  time  as 
the  rash,  and  die  off  before  the  pneumonia  has  passed  the  first  stiige ;  here, 
too,  a  great  many  deaths  are  due  to  the  carelessness  or  isjnoranie  of  the 
mothers  in  exposing  their  children  before  they  have  completely  recovered. 
They  seem  to  think  that  the  child  is  well  as  soon  as  the  rash  disappe^irs,  and 
allow  them  to  leave  their  tents  even  when  cold  winds  and  dust  storms  are 
blowing.  What  I  have  said  in  former  reports  regarding  tbe  injudicious 
feeding  of  the  sick  children,  the  administration,  without  medical  advice,  of 
medicines,  and  the  parental  objections  to  the  use  of  soap  and  water,  applies 
with  at  least  equal  force  here. 

The  highest  death  rate  recorded  in  this  camp  occurred  during  the  week 
ending  August  2nd.  There  were  63  deaths.  Of  these,  14  were  adults  and 
49  children  (under  12).  Of  the  14  adults,  eight  were  from  measles ;  and  of 
the  49  children,  43  were  from  the  same  disease.  Hence,  if  we  eliminate  the 
cases  of  measles,  the  death  rate  in  the  camp  during  this  week  was  low,  and 
the  same  applies  to  the  weekly  death  rate  all  through  July,  especially  when 
we  take  into  (lonsideration  the  condition,  from  malaria  and  influenza,  in  which 
the  people  arrived  from  Pietersburg. 

Dr.  Henderson  informed  me  that  before  he  left  Victoria  West  an  epidemic 
of  measles  had  broken  out  in  that  district,  and  that  the  mortality  resulting 
therefrom  had  been  extremely  high.  He  attributed  this  partly  to  the 
malignant  type  of  the  disease,  and  partly  to  the  impossibility  of  inducing  the 
parents  to  treat  their  children  properly. 

There  has  been  considerable  diflBculty  in  this  camp  of  inducing  the  people 
to  go  into  the  hospital  when  considered  necessary  by  the  doctor.  No  measures 
of  coercion  were  tried  until  after  the  Military  Governor's  circular  of  authority 
had  been  received.  Since  then  the  aid  of  the  burgher  police  has  been  called 
in  two  or  three  times.  It  is  hoped  by  degrees  the  difficulty  wi.l  cease  to 
exist.  The  Superintendent  and  the  doctor  are  both  grateful  for  the  "  great 
help  "  the  circidar  has  aftbrded  them. 

Tlie  camp,  generally,  is  under  the  care  of  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Tucker,  a  very  efficient  and  energetic  official.  He  is  ably  assisted  by 
Mr.  A.  G.  Watt,  the  storekeeper.  'J'here  is  a  camp  matron,  and  under  her 
10  probationers,  ordine  nurses.  The  camp  is  divided  into  districts,  which  are 
visited  daily  by  these  probationers,  each  of  whom  has  a  certain  number  of 
tents  to  look  after.  These  probationers  are  selected  from  among  the  refugees, 
but,  owing  to  the  class  from  which  these  are  drawn,  some  difficuby  ha«  been 
found  in  selecting  suitable  girls  for  this  work.  Their  duty  is  to*^  visit  each 
tent  every  morning  between  8  and  9  a.m.,  to  see  that  the  tents  and  the 
ininates  are  clejtu,  and  to  report  to  the  matron,  who  in  her  turn  reports 
delinquents  to  the  Superintendent.  It  is  clear  that  the  probationers'  ideas  of 
cleanliness  fall  far  short  of  those  usually  recognised  among  Europeans.     They 
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also  make  a  list  of  all  the  sick  in  their  respective  districts ;  this  they  give  to 
the  matron,  and  the  matron  passes  it  on  to  the  doctor.  The  doctor  goes 
round  by  himself  and  visits  all  those  on  the  lists  supplied  to  hira.  If  he 
wishes  to  order  any  medicines  or  medical  comforts  for  the  sick  in  the  tents, 
he  writes  a  prescription  or  an  order  for  what  is  required,  and  gives  it  to  some 
responsible  person  in  the  tent,  who  takes  the  "chit"  to  the  dispensary  and 
brintfs  back  what  is  ordered.  Should  all  the  adults  in  the  tents  be  laid  up,  a 
special  paid  woman  is  appointed  to  look  after  them  ;  she  then  takes  the  orders 
to  the  dispensary.  I  do  not  think  this  is  altogether  a  satisfactory  system. 
The  plan  adopted  in  some  camps,  as,  for  instance,  at  the  Race  Course  Camp  at 
Jolianncsburg,  is  better.  The  matron  should  accompany  the  doctor  when  he 
visits  the  sick,  and  take  all  the  orders  from  him.  Medicines  and  medical 
comforts  should  be  distributed  through  the  tents  by  the  probationers,  who 
should  see  that  they  are  properly  used.  In  this  camp  the  only  thing  which 
the  system  adopted  guarantees  is  that  the  materials  ordered  are  given  out. 
There  is  no  security  that  the  medical  comforts  go  to  the  sick,  and  there  is  no 
one  to  Ree  that  the  doctor's  orders  are  carried  out  properly. 

There  are  six  section  overseers — burghers  selected  from  among  the 
reftigees.  Their  duty  is  to  see  that  the  streets  and  the  surroundings  of  the 
tents  are  kept  clean,  and  that  the  sweepings  are  carted  away  regularly  and 
deposited  in  the  proper  place.  Their  work  is,  on  the  whole,  well  done.  In 
addition  to  these  overseers  there  are  two  sanitary  men,  they  have  charge  of 
18  large  latrines.  Their  duty  is  to  see  that  these  are  kept  clean,  and  that 
the  buckets  are  emptied  twice  a  day  and  disinfected  with  carbolic  powder  or 
chloride  of  lime.  Periodically  the  ground  soil  in  the  latrines  is  scraped  away 
and  the  surface  covered  with  fresh  sand.  The  fjreatest  difl&culty  was 
experienced  for  some  time  in  keeping  the  women's  latrines  in  decent  order. 
M  »st  of  them  showed  a  supreme  contempt  for  such  innovations.  Two  austere 
old  Dutch  women,  who  had  in  other  ways  been  very  troublesome  in  the  camp, 
were  appointed  as  police  to  look  after  these  latrines  and  with  the  best  results ; 
the  old  women  ceased  from  troubling,  and  all  complaints  were  set  at  rest 
regarding  the  cleanliness  of  the  latrines. 

The  milk  supplied  in  the  camp  is  almost  altogether  Milkmaid  Brand ; 
one  part  of  condensed  milk  to  seven  of  water  is  the  strength  used.  One  tin 
makes  three  bottles  of  milk.  About  six  dozen  tins  are  used  per  day — that 
is  about  18  dozen  bottles  are  issued.  Milk  is  given  to  all  sick  and  to  all 
children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  to  all  children  under  five  whose  mothers 
apply  f jr  it.  It  is  also  given  to  the  ol^  people  and  to  those  who  are  weakly. 
There  is  no  stint. 

Soup  is  also  distributed  in  this  camp.     It  is  first  supplied  to  the  patients  . 
in  the  hospital ;  after  them  it  is  given  out  to  all  those  who  bring  an  order^ 
either  from  the  doctor  or  from  one  of  the  nurses.     If  there  is  then  any  left 
over  if  is  given  to  anybody  in  the  camp  who  may  ask  for  some. 

The  rations  given  out  are  the  same  in  quality. and  quantity  as  in  the 
other  camps.  The  supplemental  ration  of  I  lb.  of  rice  per  i)erson  per  week 
has  not  yet  begun,  as  the  rice  has  not  yet  arrived.  They  have  not  been  able 
to  issue  anything  in  place  of  it,  as  they  have  no  mealie  meal  or  other 
substitute  in  store.  Soap  is  supplied  to  all  those  who  cannot  afford  to  buy  it 
at  the  store.  Half  a  bar  or  a  whole  bar  is  given  per  week,  according  to  the 
number  in  each  family.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  probationers  to  report  if  the 
soap  is  not  used      The  matron  reports  the  matter  to  the  Superintendent. 

The  meat  supplied  in  this  camp  is  beef,  and  is  of  much  better  quality 
that  the  mutton  supplied  in  some  of  the  camps.  Before  the  animals  are 
slaughtered  experienced  burgher  farmers  examine  them  to  see  that  they  are 
not  suffering  from  any  illness.  All  doubtful  animals  are  sent  to  the  **  sick 
cattle  camp.  The  remnants  after  the  burghers  are  supplied  are  given  to  the 
Kaffirs. 

Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers  have  a  store  in  this  camp  also.  The  store  waa 
opened  on  June  26th  last ;  it  has  therefore  been  about  six  weeks  in  existence. 
During  that  period  the  Boers  in  the  camp  have  purchased  goods  to  the  value  of 
£2,0G3.  I  examined  their  books  and  their  stores.  Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers 
had  on  hand  a  large  consignment  of  blankets,  flour,  corned  beef,  coffee, 
chicory,  and  Bovril  for  which  they  had  no  sale  whatever.  It  was  evident,  in 
the  lace  of  the  fiact  that  the  Boers  in  the  camp  had  money  to  spend,  and  that 
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they  did  not  spend  it  on  the  oixlinary  foodstnffit  or  blankets,  that  they 
considered  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  these  things  was  issued  to  them  gratis 
in  the  camp,  I  thought  it  would  be  of  interest,  therefore,  to  enquire  what 
were  the  things  upon  which  they  spent  their  money ;  I  took  notes  of  two 
cons^ments  of  goods  which  were  rapidly  disposed  o£  The  first  of  these, 
which  arrived  eariy  in  June,  showed  : — 

2  cases  of  fresh  herrings. 

1  case  of  floral  mixture  (sweets). 

1  jar  of  sweets. 

I  jar  of  butter  scotch. 

1  case  of  vinegar. 
10  boxes  of  candles. 
20  bags  of  rice. 

2  cases  of  chipped  beell 
2  cases  of  Sunlight  soap. 

I  case  of  Findon  haddocka 

1  case  of  Libby's  potted  meat& 

2  cases  of  assorted  fruita 

1  case  of  lime  juice  cordial 

The  second  consignment,  which  arrived  late  in  June,  consisted  of : — 

6  cases  of  Quaker  oats. 

5  cases  of  Lyell's  syrup. 

1  case  of  matches. 

I  case  of  honey. 

1  case  of  kippered  herrings. 

1  case  of  curranta 

2  cases  of  salmon. 

1  case  of  pearl  barley. 

3  cases  of  preserved  ginger. 
5  boxes  of  raisina 

1  case  of  curry  powder. 

1  case  of  salad  oil. 

1  case  of  cocoanut  oil. 

1  case  of  Cape  mixture  (sweets). 

1  case  of  London  mixture  (sweets). 

1  bale  of  sofls  (clothing  material). 

These  constitute  some  of  the  luxuries,  rather  than  the  necessaries  of  L'fe, 
and  tend  to  show  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  suggestions  that  the 
food  supplied  to  the  people  in  the  camps  is  insufficient.  It  is  very  rarely  that 
any  complaint  in  this  respect  is  ever  heard  from  the  people  themselves  who 
live  in  the  camps. 

KENDAL  FRANKS. 
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Beport  on  the  Boer  Refugee  Camps  in  the 

Transvaal. 


Army  Headquarters,  South  Africa, 

Pretona,  2Zrd  August ^  1901. 

Sir, 

In  continuation  of  my  letter.  No.  C.  in  C./4614,  dated  16th  instant, 
T  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  report  on  the  working  of 
the  Refiigee  Camps  in  the  Transvaal  Colony  for  the  month  of  July, 
1901. 

T  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

KITCHENER,  General, 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

War  Office,  London,  S.W. 
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Burgher  Camps  Department,  Pretoria — Monthly 
General  Reports. — ^July. 


Military  Governor's  Office,  Pretoria^ 

'    22nd  August,  1901. 

To  the  General  OflBcer  Commanding-in-Chief. 

I  beg  to  forward  the  monthly  report  for  July,  1901,  of  the  Transvaal 
Burgher  Refugee  Camps. 

Since  last  report  was  sent  in,  in  addition  to  the  visits  of  Mrs.  Rendell 
Harris,  two  other  ladies,  Miss  Hogg  and  Miss  Taylor,  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  have  been  permitted  to  visit  the  Transvaal  Camps. 

Mrs.  Harris  has  returned  to  the  Coast  with,  as  far  as  I  could  learn  from 
her  lips,  favourable  impressions  of  the  administration  of  the  Transvaal  Camps. 

L)r.  Kendal  Franks  has  also  been  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  and  has  visited 
and  reported  on  Irene,  Johannesburg,  Krugersdorp,  Potchefetroom,  Klerksdorp, 
Nylstroom,  and  Pietersburg ;  he  is  now^visiting  the  camps  on  the  eastern  line. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  decided  improvement  in  the  measles 
epidemic,  and  consequent  reduction  of  death-rate  ;  but  these  are  still  camps 
which  are  by  no  means  free  of  this  disease. 

On  the  whole  the  conditions  of  life  in  camps  are  exceedingly  healthy  ;  the 
schools  are  popular  and  well  attended. 

I  am  taking  every  possible  precaution  against  an  epidemic  of  enteric 
fever,  which  may  reasonably  be  expected  in  about  six  weeks'  time  when  the 
rains  begin. 

I  attach  a  financial  statement  of  the  expenditure  for  the  month  of  June, 
1901. 

J.  G.  MAXWELL, 
Major-General  Military  Governor. 


Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Refer  to  G.S.  New  Lata  Courts,  Pretoina, 

22nd  August,  1901. 
The  Military  Governor, 
Pretoria. 
Sir, 

In  forwarding  you  this  report  on  the  general  working  and  conditions  of 
the  various  Burgher  Camps  of  this  Colony  for  the  month  of  July,  I  have  the 
honour  to  state  that  considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  improving  the 
condition  of  the  inmates,  both  as  regards  the  conveniences  necessary  for 
comfort,  and  in  the  supply  of  medical  comforts  and  clothing. 

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  experience  gained  to  make  improvementSj 
and  the  valuable  suggestions  contained  in  Dr.  Kendal  Franks'  reports,  where 
not  already  in  process  of  being  brought  into  operation,  have  been  pioinptly 
acted  on,  with  the  object  of  giving  effect  to  them  with  as  little  delay  j&a 
possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  TUCKElt, 
General  Superintendent- 
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Statistical  Rbtubn  of  Deaths  among  Children  in  Burgher  Camps, 
Transvaal,  During  July,  1901. 


Gamp. 


Under  1  year. 


Between  1  year 
and  5  years. 


Between  5  yearn 
and  12  years. 


Barberton 

Belfast 

Heidelborg  

Irene        

Johannesburg 

Klerksdorp  

Krofi^ersdorp 

Middelbnrg  

Mafeking 

Nylstroom  

Pietersburg  

Potchef  stroom 

Standerton  

Vereenining         

Volksrust 

Total 


6 
8 
3 

15 
5 
7 
3 

61 

8 
21 
13 

5 

18 


168 


7 

7 

3 

75 

5 

5 

15 

164 

23 
34 
75 
11 

1 
12 


437 


2 

5 

30 

13 

11 

1 

117 

2 
23 
20 

7 

1 
7 
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Retubn  showing  number  of  Inmates,  Deaths  and  Births  in  Burgher  Camp, 
Transvaal,  for  2  weeks  ending  15th  July,  1901. 


Men. 

Women, 

Children. 

Total. 

In  Camp  28th  June,  1901.             

„     „      15th  July,      „                

8,576 
8,899 

16,078 
17,477 

19,811 
22,425 

44,465 
48,881 

In  addition  to   the  above,  the  following  are  in    receipt  of  Government 
Eelief:— 


Men. 

Women. 

1 

'  Children. 

Total. 

Pretoria , 

Johannesburg         

238 
775 

1,107 
2,583 

1,719 
2,960 

3,064 
6,318 

1,013 

8,690 

4,679 

9,382 

- 

Men. 

Women. 

ChUdren. 

Total. 

Deaths  for  2  weeks  in  Burgher  Camps  only 

25 

57 

368 

450 

Births  in  Burgher  Camps  only  : — 

During  the  past  2  weeks    53  children   have  been   born  in  the  various 
Burgher  Camps,  and  of  these  10  have  died. 

Betubn  showing  number  of  Coloured  Inmates,  and  Deaths  in  Burgher  Camps, 
Transvaal,  for  2  weeks  ending  15th  July,  1901. 


Census. 

• 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

In  Camps  June  28th 
„      ^»      July  15th 

244 
395 

800 
257 

1,835 
412 

2,879 
1,064 

Deaths  for  2  weeks 


Total    3 
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Keturn  showing  number  of  Inmates,  Deaths  and  Births  in  Burgher  Camps, 
Transvaal,  for  2  weeks  ending  Slst  July,  1901, 


In  Camp  July  15th. 

„       „        „        olSt « 


Men. 


8,899 
9,665 


Women. 


17,477 
20,012 


Children. 


22,425 
24,462 


Total. 


48,881 
54,189 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  are  in   receipt  of  Government 
Belief. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total 

Ftetoria 

Johannesburg         

211 
660 

964 
2,845 

1,480 
2,863 

2,655 
5,868 

871 

8,309 

4,848 

8,523 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Deaths  for  2  weeks  in  Burgher  Camps  only 

26 

61 

380 

467 

Births  in  Burgher  Camps  only  : — 

Between  the  15th  and  31st  July,  105  children  have  been  born,  arid  of 
these  10  have  died. 


Natives. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

In  Camp  15th  July 

„     „     81st    „ 

395 
517 

257 
809 

412 

598 

1,650 
1,424 

Deaths  for  2  weeks 

•  •         •  • 

Total    4. 

No  Birtha 

This  does  not  include  returns  of  native  refugee  camps,  under  the  control 
of  the  native  labour  depdt. 


Circular  No,  49. 


Burgher  Camps  Department, 

Netv  Law  Courts,  Pretona, 

5th  July,  1901. 


Scale  of  Eations  for  One  Week. 


Flour. 

Sugar. 

Cofifee. 

Salt 

Meat 

Adults          

Childr^        

lbs. 

7 

OS. 

12 
12 

oz. 

r, 
8 

oz. 

4 
2 

lbs. 

2 

1 
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Note  (a)  Children  above  6  years  of  age  *r^. to. receive  7  lbs.  rof.floyx.pj^r 
week.        *  r    r ,^ 

(b)  All  persons  above  the  age  of  12  yj^axs  are. to.  be  considered  adjilts,.     , 

(c)  Coloured  folk  are  to  receive  the  above  scale  of  rations,  except  sugar, 
coffee,  and  meat.  Of  these  they  are  to  get  8  oz.,  4  oz.,  and  1  lb.  respectively 
piBr  week. 

(d)  Superintendents  may  reduce  the  scale  of  rations  of  sugar  and  coffee 
in  cases  of  persons  guilty  of  insubordination  or  ill-behaviour. 

(e).Milk  and  other  nourishing  food^iis  /aupplied,  ui»dei;;tAbie''  Uoad  of 
"  Medical  Comforts,"  on  the  order  of  the  M.O.,  and  it  is  recommended  that  all 
young  children  should  receive  an  allowanQa.a£iailk^,if  possible, ,  Tinned  iDiUc 
should  be  mixed  by  the  dispenser  and  issued  in  the  same  way  as  fresh  milk. 

(/)  When  fresh  meat  is  available  from  stock  supplied  by  the  A.S.C., 
adults  are  to  be  rationed  3  lbs.  of  meat,  not  including  bone,  weekly,  aod 
children  2  lbs.  weekly. 

(g)  As  a  supplement  to  the  ordinary  ration,  1  lb.  of  rice  per  head  per 
.week  is  to  be  issued.     If  rice  is  not  available^ anealias  ox  mealie  .meal may  lie 
substituted  for  it. 

(h)  Soap. — This  should  be  issued  regularly  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet 
the  individual  needs  of  the  inmates. 


(Signed)        W.  K.  TUCKER, 

General  Superintendent. 


Burgh  KK  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Barbei*t<>H,  Month  eodkig 

31.7.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Meu. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.7.1901          

Arrivals 

Births          

135 
144 

312 
462 

U7 

572 

4 

279 
13 

774 
16 

993 

Departures 

Deaths         

12 

1 

15 

r 

8 
15 

2S 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

In  Camp,  31.7.1901        

2G6 

758 

970 

Sick  in  CAjfp. 


01 

>»                     •  •                  •  • 
,t                     •  •                  •  • 
>»                     •  •                  •  • 

1 

'■ te 

Meu. 

Women. 

Children. 

Weekending    5.    7. 

19.     „ 
26.    „ 

1 
2 
4 
6 

5 

5 

9 

..1.8 

2 
12 
10 
28 
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Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month    .. 

1 

1 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    .^     '   • .        , .         . 

„          1  year  and  12  years 

„       12  years  and  40  years            

,,       40     „       ,.    50 "  ,, 

« 

-  a  V 
6 

11       50     „    ■  ,,    over 

Total 

1 

1 

15 

NuMBEn  OF  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 


4 
9 


Enteric . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 


Heart  Diseose 
Convulsions 


(Signed)        B.  GRAUMANN, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Barberton, 

7th  August,  190L 
Report  for  Month  ending  31st  July,  1901. 

Arrivals. — Since  my  last  report  1,130  persons  have  arrived  at  this  camp, 
making  a  tctal  of  1,994,  all  of  whom  have  been  comfortably  accommodated  in 
tents  and  marquees.  The  wire  fence  which  heretofore  divided  the  camp  from 
the  show  ground  has  been  removed,  which  gives  the  occupants  more  room  for' 
recreation  and  other  purposes.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  newcomers  have 
cheerfully  adapted  themselves  to  their  present  circumstances,  and  in  con- 
junction with  the  older  occupants  are  daily  becoming  more  clean  and  tidy  in 
their  habits,  also  more  amenable  to  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  camp. 

Latrines. — The  old  latrines  have  been  enlarged  and  new  ones  built,  this 
also  applies  to  those  for  natives. 

Natives. — The  121  natives  (men,  women  and  children),  mostly  comprised 
of  families,  are  not  of  much  assistance  for  work,  some  of  the  men,  however, 
are*  utilised  for  loading  and  unloading  coal,  firewood,  &c.,  at  the  railway 
station  for  the  laager. 

Sickness. — Measles  and  influenza  have  been  prevalent,  although  I  am 

§lad  to  report  that  influenza  is  now  decreasing,  there  have  been  cases  of  other 
iseases,  but  the  two  first  named  have  been  most  marked. 

Water. — There  has  been  no  inconvenience  as  regards  the  supply  of  water,^ 
but  in  view  of  the  present  dry  season  and  to  provide  for  emergencies,  I  am 
informed  by  the  G.O.C.  that  a  number  of  tanks  will  be  provided  our 
camp.  ' 

Butchery. — In  this  connection  we  have  managed  very  well  indeed,  1  have 
been  in  a  position  to  issue  meat  simultaneously  with  the  other  rations. 

Rations. — The  number  of  refugees  to  whom  rations  are  being  issued  are 
as  follows  : — 266  men, 758  women,  and  970  children.  The  number  of  natives 
drawing  rations,  47. 

Commissaiiat. — The  commissariat  department  continues  to  work  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  we  is&ue  rations  including  meat  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays  between  the  hours  of  6  a.m.  and  10  a.m.,  each  issue  being  com- 
pleted in  a  little  over  three  hours. 
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Food  Supplies. — The  supplies  of  food  to  the  occupants  of  camp  are  in 
every  respect  satisfactory. 

Treatment  of  the  Sick. — In  all  cases  of  serious  sickness  our  doctor  is 
consulted,  and  the  case  is  immediately  submitted  for  his  report,  and  if 
considered  necessary  for  hospital  treatment  the  patient  is  removed  thereto, 
which  is  about  300  yards  from  the  camp  and  where  every  care  and  attention 
is  given  by  the  doctor  and  nurses. 

Visiting  Committees. — We  have  no  vieiting  committee,  two  women  (camp 
matrons)  daily  visit  nil  cases  of  sickness,  and  together  with  other  willing 
hands,  give  every  assistance  to  those  who  are  ill. 

Local  Committee. — We  have  no  local  committoe. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Our  hospital  accommodation  consists  of  two 
brick  buildings  and  five  marquees. 

Hospital  Staff. — Our  hospital  staff  is  comprised  of  one  doctor,  one 
dispenser,  one  matron,  six  female  nurses,  and  one  male  nurse. 

Other  Nursing  Organisntion. — ^There  is  no  other  nursing  organisation ; 
but  in  cases  of  emergency,  three  other  women  who  reside  in  the  camp  are 
employed  as  nurses. 

Medical  Comforts. — Specification  of  medical  comforts  issued  to  hospital 
and  camp  enclosed. 

Blankets y  &c. — Flannelette,  calico,  and  forty  blankets  were  distributed 
by  me,  and  clothing  dresses,  &c.,  by  ladies  in  town. 

Public  Worship. — Every  facility  is  given  the  inmates  for  the  holding  of 
public  worship,  which  is  held  in  the  show-ground  pavilion.  The  clergymen 
are  :  Rev.  Armitage  (Church  of  England)  and  the  Rev.  Meara  (Wesleyan). 
Services  are  also  conducted  by  visitors  from  the  town. 

Schools. — The  show-ground  building  is  used  for  the  school,  and  is 
furnished  with  desks,  blackboards,  &c.,  the  room  is  capable  of  holding  a  large 
number  of  children,  and  is  well  ventilated. 

The  staff  of  teachers  consist  of  the  head  master  and  eleven  assistants. 

The  average  attendance  is  350  children. 

Sanitai^. — I  am  glad  to  report  a  marked  improvement  in  this  important 
matter,,  which  was  really  needed.  The  town  sanitary  department  have 
increased  their  staff,  &c.,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  our  camp,  I  have  also 
had  wagons  engaged  assisting  in  the  removal  of  refuse. 

I  might  mention  that  our  doctor,  Lieut. -Colonel  Robinson,  has  given  me 
valuable  assistance  in  bringing  this  change  about. 

There  are  bathrooms,  wash  tables,  dust  bins,  tubs  outside  fencing,  and 
trenches  inside  camp,  the  latter  to  drain  and  carry  off  waste  and  wash  water. 

The  people  are  observing  hygienic  rules  to  a  certain  extent. 

Conaition  of  New  Ai^ivals. — Most  of  the  arrivals  are  fairly  well  clad,  and 
many  have  funds  with  which  to  get  what  they  require. 

Poynton  Brothers. — This  firm  have  not  yet  opened  here. 

(Signed)  B.  GRAUMANN, 

Superintendent. 

Medical  Comforts  issued  during  the  Month  of  July,  1901. 

In  Camp. 

Milk 1,073    tins 

Quaker  oats  • .          .  •          • .          . .  100    lbs. 

S.  meat          • .          •  •          •  •          •  •  103      „ 

Coraflour       . .          . .          . .          • .  6^    „ 

Maizena         •  •          • .          •  •          •  •  15      „ 

Barley           105 

Tea Hi 

Tapioca          •.          ••          •.          ..  18|- 

,                        Sago  . .          . .          ..          . .          ••  18^   „ 

Rice 32      „ 

Arrowroot      . .          . .          . .          •  •  1      i> 

Brandy          1    bottle 

Port  wine      . .          . .          •  •          •  •  1       „ 
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In  Hospital. 

Milk  ..  ..        ' 126  tins 

Quaker  oats  •  •  . .  . .  . .  57  lbs. 

S.  meat  644     „ 

Barley  28     „ 

Tea 12     „ 

Sago  •.  ..  • .  •  •  ..  13     », 

Rice  . .  , .  • .  . .  . .  50     „ 

Brandy  ..  •.  ..  ••  15  bottles 

Port  wine      . .  . .  . .  . .  3      „ 

Meat  extract. .  . .  . .  . .  48  tins. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Belfast,  Month  ending 

31.7.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.7.1901         

Arrivals 

Births          

180 
57 

288 
167 

403 

195 

4 

187 
4 

455 
6 

(»02 

Departures 

Deaths        

2 
2 

5 

1 

9 
10 

19 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

In  Camp,  31.7.1901 

182 

449 

583 

Sick  in  Camps. 


7. 

01          

Men. 

Women. 

Childron. 

Week  ending   5. 
12. 

1 
2 

5 

8 
9 
8 

6 

19. 

21 

26. 

» 

„                    ••                  ••                  ••                  ..                  ••                  .• 

20 

Deaths. 


Under  1  month    .  •        •  • 
Between  1  month  and  1  year    . 

„  1  year  and  12  years  . 

„        12  years  and  40  years. 

M        40     „      „     50    „    • 
50     „     „     over      . 

Total     . . 


Men 


Women. 


Children. 


1 

7 


10 
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Number  of  Dkath8  undkb  Hkads  of  Cac8E8. 


Measles 

Diairhoea 

Pjsenlery  ,.         .. 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

8 
5 

1 

1   Enteric 

Whooping  Cough 
1   Influenza 
!   Marasmus 

'I 

■1  Heart  Disease    ..         .j 
1   Status  Apoplexy           . . ' 
'i  Cerebral  ^morrhage  ..i 
J  ConvulsioM       ..         ..j 

1.     -        .       .                     ' 

1 
1 
I 
2 

(Signed)  DAVID  MURRAY, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Belfast, 

12th  August,  1901. 
To  the 

General  Superintendent,  Pretoria. 

Report  for  July. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  that  the  month  of  July  has  been  a  very  satisfactory  one 
in  many  ways.  The  different  departments  have  been  thoroughly  organised 
and  everything  seems  to  be  working  satisfactorily. 

The  refugees  appear  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  rations  they  are 
receiving.  I  have  received  from  time  to  time,  many  testimonials  of  gratitude 
for  all  the  thought  and  kindness  which  is  being  shown  to  them  from  our 
Government.  The  quality  of  the  rations  is  excellent,  there  was  some 
grumbling  at  first  about  fiiel,  but  with  extra  issues,  and  the  starting  of  ovens 
m  which  to  bake  their  bread,  they  were  soon  satisfied  in  that  respect.  So 
much  has  this  boon  been  appreciated  that  I  have  had  to  start  a  third  oven 
which  I  have  to  keep  going  every  day. 

The  weather  is  gradually  getting  warmer  in  the. daytime,  but  we  are  still 
having  bitter  winds  and  sharp  frosts  at  niglit,  this  tells  somewhat  upon  the 
aged  and  children  and  this  makes  us  more  liberal  in  our  supply  of  wood  and 
coal  to  those  living  in  tenfa?. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deathe  for  tlte  month  has  been  2  men,  1  woman, 
10  children,  native  nil.  The  prevailing  causes  has  been  measles  and  broncho- 
pneumonia in  the  children,  and  natural  causes  in  the  adults. 

Sick. — I  have  enlisted  the  kind  services  of  many  to  bring  to  theiiotice  of 
the  medical  officer  those  in  their  vicinity  who  are  sick,  and  by  this  means  we 
reach  many  who  would  not  of  themselves  report.  I'he  people  have  a  great 
suspicion  of  the  ability  of  the  English  doctor,  and  would  much  rather  be  left  to 
.themselves  and  their  simple  methods,  of  tieatuient.  The  ^eat  evils  we  haviii 
to  contend  with  are  blind  ignorance  and  superstition,  and  it  is  as  much  work 
for  us  to  battle  against  these  as  disease. 

Camp  Visitation. — I  have  tried  to  organise  a  Ladies  Committee  for  this 
purpose,  and  to  dispense  the  charity  which  from  time  to  time  is  placed  at  our 
disposal,  but  I  found  there  was  no  cohesion  amongst  them,  in  fact  the  goods 
ana  medical  comforts  would  have  gone  barely  round  the  family  circles  of  the 
Committee  and  their  immediate  friends,  one  section  looked  with  suspicion  oii 
the  other,  so  I  felt  compelled  to  dissolve  the  Committee.  We  have  one  lady 
who  acts  as  interpreter  to  the  medical  officer,  who  also  undertakes  to  distribute 
or  recommend  for  distribution  clothing  and  comforts,  but  this  is  not  sufficient. 
I  had  intended  to  place  Nurse  Lambert  in  charge  of  this  department^  she  has 
had  wide  experience  in  slum  work  and  would  have  filled  the  position 
€idmirably,  but  our  hospital  is  increasing  so  much  that  it  would  weaken  the 
staff  to  withdraw  her  so  will  ^ideavour  to  get  some  one  else  to  fill  the  duties. 
This  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do  as  I  find  most  of  the  people  so  selfish. 

Hospital. — When  we  conimenced  the  camp  here  we  set,  aside  the  store 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Store,  Bros.,  a  building  admirably  situated  for  this 
purpose,  which  by  a  little  ingenuity'  we  converted  into  3  wards,  capable  of 
holding  30  beds.  These  have  been  fully  occupied  from  time  to  time.  This 
building  adjoins  the  Transvaal  Hotel,  and  when  we  found  the  epidemic  of 
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ffpe^lw  upcHi  us  we  converted  the  rooms  of  this  place  into  infectious  v^^tds 
for  the  reception  of  children.  At  present  we  have  30  children  in  these  wards, 
fUEi4^9t^l  I  99d  I  m\»t  jisoroaee  <^e  iu^coEoifitodationv  It  is^  very  gratifying  to 
jreportvtl^t  we  have  OjOt  lost  one  case  since  it  was  commeaicedi  I  have 
j^^^ted/,^:  equipment  for  this  e^tensii^n,  inthe  meantime  themilitury  have 
help^  me  very  readily  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  this  arrives.- 

Since  the  formation  of  the  hospital  on  July  2nd,  they  have  treated  55 
(uunates)  patients,  and  have  only  had  3  deaths,  2  women  and  1  child,  and 
they  were  foregone  conclusions  before  being  brought  in  (1)  consumption,  (2) 
fajt(ty  h^art,!^)  throat  trouble  generated  in  Lydenburg  before  arriving  in  this 
camp.  This  speaks  volumes  for  the  nursing  staff  and  too  much  credit  cannot 
be  given  to  the  matron  with  her  2  assistants  for  their  devotion  to  the 
responsibility  imposed  on  them.  The  staff  consists  of  matron,  2  nursing 
sisters,  and  4  prooationers^ 

Medical  Comforts. — In  all  cases  of  sickness  these  are  issued  on  report  of 
the  medical  officer  and  to  any  deserving  cases  brought  to  my  notice,  and 
whilst  issuing  with  discretion,  v/e  see  that  sufficient  is  distributed  for  the 
comfort  of  those  deserving. 

Milk. — This  h  becoming  quite  an  important  branch,  we  issue  upwards  of 
250  bottles  per  day,  that  is  outside  issue,  which  does  not  include  the  hospital. 
All  children  to  the  age  of  three  years,  and  the  old  people,  receive  a 
supply. 

blankets. -^0 wing  to  the  cold  weather  and  the  destitution  of  most 
people  coming  in,  T  caused  to  be  issued  700  blankets  (military)  during  the 
month  ;  we  had  to  be  liberal  in  our  issue  to  check,  if  possible,  the  at  tacks  of 
pneumonia.  In  addition  to  this  I  caused  to  be  issued  800  yards  of  flannelette 
to  make  warm  clothing  for  the  little  ones,  especially  for  those  passing  through 
the  hospital. 

Public  Worship. — We  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Church  Committee, 
a  building  originally  used  as  a  saw  mill,  this  we  find  totally  unsuitable,  and 
are  making  arrangements '-for  the  use"  of  the"  English  Church,  which  is  at 
present  unoccupied.  The  people  are  fortunate  in  having  four  laymen  to 
minister  to  their  spiritual  wants,  one  of  these  is  the  assistant  head  teacher  in 
the  school.  The  attendance  at  service  would  be  an  example  to  many  a 
community. 

School.— The  school  was  opened  on  Wednesday  the  10th  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Mimroe,  head  teacher  with  assistants,  four  English  and 
two  Dutcn,  with  a  roll  of  100,  which  has  gradually  risen  until  it  has  reached 
190.  The  subjects  taught  are,  junior:  A.B.C.  (feindergarten  style),  cul)es 
-artthtnetie,  writing,,  singing  and  physical  driR-;  senior :  English,  reading; 
writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography,  singing  and  physical  musical  drill; 
boys,  drawing  ;  girls,  sewing  and  other  needlework.  Games  :  boys,  football ; 
'girls,  skipping,  &c.  (the  balls  and  ropes  were  kindly  sent  down  by  Major 
Bulman,  O.C,  Belfast,  who  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  youth  of  this  camp). 
On  Friday  afternoon  there  is  a  resum^  of  the  week's  work,  to  which  the 
parent!?  are  invited,  who  are  evincing  a  lively,  interest  in  the  training  of  their 
children. 

Sanitation. — This  is  a  department  which  require  all  ones  care  and 
attention.  ^  The  people  are  so  slow  to  recognise  what  is  required  of  them. 
It  is  a  sort -of  education,  and  will  be  a  process  of  evolution  before  they 
thoroughly  understand  the  necessity  of  observing  the  strict  laws  of  health. 
.1  have  had  occasion  to  threaten  them  -with'-allseFts*^^  punishments  ^m*  non- 
compliance with  the  rules  which  govern  this  department.  Still  we  are 
gradually  overcoming  the  difficulties  that  heset  us.  As  a  town,  the  sanitary 
department  must  have  been  worked  on  a  very  primitive  system.  We  are 
busy  clearing  away  the  accumulation  of  years. 

Condition  tf  the  People  AiTiving. — ^Those  arriving  recently  are  for  the 
most  part  brought  in  from  the|  laagers  which  w&ce  surprised  by  the  military 
operations  of  the  past  few  weeks  around  us  in  the  northern  portions.  As  it 
'  was  impossible  for  the  convoys  to  bring  in  all  their  balongings,  they  were 
brought  in  with  very  few  goods,  some  without  any  but  a  little  bedding.  We 
issued  blankets  to  these,  and  appai*ently  they  are  satisfied,  soon  adapting 
themselves  to  the  camp  life  here. 

^    PoyntorCs  Store. — This  has  been  quite  a  boon.     The  people  have  bought 
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freely,  as  far  as  they  could  afford,  of  clothing,  &c.     The  drawback  seems  lo 
be  the  short  supply.     Boots  are  badly  needed. 

Altogether  we  can  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  amicable  feeling  which 
exists,  and  the  contentment  which  is  evident  in  the  camp,  a  fact  which  is 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  good  treatment  they  are  receiving  at  the  instigation 
of  our  Government. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        DAVID  MUERAY, 

Superintendent, 


Burgher  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Heidelburg,  Month  ending 

July  31st,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  Ist  July,  1901 

Arrivate 

Births         

892 

80 

447 
287 

665 

269 

11 

• 
472 

31 

684 
30 

94a 

Departures 

Deaths         

30 

1 

24 
6 

33 
11 

44 

• . 

■  • 

•  • 

In  Camp,  31st  July,  1901 

441 

654 

901 

Sick 

IN  Cahp. 

7. 

»> 

01 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending    5. 
12. 

6 
2 
5 
3 

11 

6 

25 

8 

18 

11 

19. 

J>                •  • 

G2 

,,           26. 

9 

Deaths. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  I  month  and  1  year 

„      1  year  and  12  years 

„    12  years  and  40  years 

u    40      „       „    50    „ 

„    50     „       „    over        

1 

4 
2 

3 

8 

Total 

1 

G 

11 

Number 

OF  Deaths  under  Heads  of 

Causes. 

Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

9 
1 

8 

Enteric 

Whooping  Cough 

Influenza 

Marasmus 

1 

Heart  Disease 

Bums 

Meningitis 

1 

1 
2 

(Signed)        A.  A.  ALLISON, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp, 
General  Superintendent,  Heiddhurg, 

Burgher  Camps,  Pretoria. 

Monthly  Report  for  July. 
Sir, 

Fifty  more  circular  tents  have  been  recently  received  from  Durban,  and 
thene  have  been  erected  and  are  in  readiness  for  any  fresh  arrivals. 

Five  more  large  marques  have  also  arrived  for  the  hospital,  and  these 
also  have  been  erected  in  readiness  for  any  patients  ordered  into  hospital  by 
the  medical  officer.  The  hospital  has  been  removed  to  a  fresh  site.  At 
present  there  is  accommodation  for  28  patients,  but  I  am  gradually  arranging, 
as  the  summer  will  soon  be  upon  us,  for  double  the  accommodation,  viz; — 
56  be^s. 

Serious  cuses  of  illness  are  immediately  brought  to  hospital. 

At  present  there  is  a  staff  of  12  police  who  have  been  selected  from  the 
burghers  and  these  men  report  any  illness  that  may  not  come  under  the 
notice  of  the  medical  officer. 

I  am  at  present  issuing  to  all  children  under  the  age  of  two  years  one 
tin  of  milk  every  second  day,  any  children  or  i)ersons  above  two  yeai-s  receive 
milk  on  an  order  from  the  medical  officer. 

There  is  no  other  nursing  organisation  than  the  hospital,  as  the  people 
prefer  nursing  their  own  children,  until  such  time,  as  it  becomes  necessary  to 
send  them  to  hospital. 

During  July  the  following  medieal  comforts  have  been  issued  : — 

Brandy     . .  » .          ....  14  bottles. 

Port  Wine  . .          . .          . .  15       „ 

Pearl  Barley ,  62  lbs. 

Corn  Flour  . .          . .          . ,  45    „ 

Quaker  Oats  . .          . .          . .  28    „ 

Milk         . .  . .          . .          . .  1095  tins. 

Oatmeal  . .  . .          . .          , ,  7  lbs. 

Fresh  Milk  407  bottles. 

Meat  Extract  . .          . .          . .  67  tins. 

The  hospital  staff  consists  of  one  doctor,  one  matron,  four  probationers, 
one  orderly,  one  sanitary  native,  one  water  carrier,  one  cook,  and  as  the 
hospital  becomes  larger  the  staff  will  be  increased. 

From  to-morrow  there  will  be  an  assistant  nurse  to  the  matron  in  charge 
of  the  hospital. 

During  July  the  following  articles  have  been  issued  free  to  those  who 
were  most  in  want  and  unable  to  purchase  for  themselves,  per  Messrs. 
Poynton  Bros. : — 

Print         439  yards. 

Graudrill 70      „ 

Flannelette         588      „ 

Rugs         90 

Cooking  Pots       •.  ..  •.  10 

Boots        .  .  . .  .  •  .  •  98  pairs. 

Dress  Material    . .  . .  . .        148  yards. 

Cottonade  . .  .  •  . .  57      „ 

Linen       ••  ..  ••  ••  14      „ 

Kettle 1 

Jean         .  •  . .  . .  •  •  4  yards.  / 

Shirting  . .  •  •  .  •  . .  8  yards.  .  * 

Cotton     . .  . .  • .         .  •         33  reels. 

Shirts 4 

Vests 2 

Hats         5 

Trousers  .  •  . .  .  •         •  •  2  pairs. 

Coat         1 

Clothes     . .  . .  • .  •  •  4  s  lita 

Per  Reichenberg,  Heidelburg : — 

Cooking  Pot        . .  .  •  •  •  1 
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The  ttbbve  amoUht  to  .£154  5.§.  Gd.  In  addition  there  have  also  been 
ismitjd  during  July,  from  Burgher  Camp,  Heidelbiirg,  61  Military  blankets, 
and  the  following;  sent  from  R  C,  Schultz  of  Oaj)e  Town,  by, I  Understand, 
a  Mrs.  Koopmas : — 

Marrow  i^at         . .  .  •  . .  2  cases. 

Drapery  . .  . ,  .  •  .  •  ^     h 

Lines        .  •  . .  . .  .4  1  packet. 

Soap         • .  •  •  . .  . .  4  cases. 

Castor  Oil  . .  . .  . .  3     ,, 

Chamberlain's  mixture  •  •  •  •  1     ,* 

„  Colic  mixture      * .  I     „ 

Books       .  •  . ,  •  •  •  •  4     ,, 

JlLiIK  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  z      ,, 

Blankets  , .  . .  . .  . »  4     „ 

Clothing  »  .  • .  , .  . .  C     „ 

Bugar       . .  • ,  . .  . .  3  packets. 

Biscuits  and  Cocoa  . .  . .  I  case. 

Maijsena    . .  . .  . .  • «  2  cases. 

Soap  . .  •  •  ♦ .  • ,  1  case. 

Milk  . .  . .  • ,  .  *  8  cases. 

Oatmsal  . .  • .         •  •  . .  8     „ 

Sugar        2     „ 

Colee       .  •         •  •         •  •         . .  4  casks. 

Bice         •  •         .  *         • «         i  •  2  bags. 

Blankets  .  •         . .         .  •         . .  1  bale. 

Mr.  A.  Strydom,  refugee,  living  in  camp,  is  Minister  to  the  people,  and 
conducts  all  funeral  sei'vices. 

There  is  no  school  accommodation  in  camp,  but  a  most  suitable  building 
adjacent  to  *'  the  Dopper  Church"  and  also  one  marquee,  are  utilized  as  such. 
There  is  one  head  teacher  and  seven  assistants. 

When  the  measles  appenred  in  camp,  J  immediately  closed  the  school, 
this  was  on  the  15lh  July,  when  the  attendance  was  339,  I  do  not  think  it 
wise  to  reopen  for  the  present. 

The  camp  is  divided  into  three  difterent  part:^,  v;itli  a  distance  of  from 
1200  to  300  yards  between  each,  there  are  two  latrines  to  each  camp,  one  for 
men  and  one  for  won)en,  the  latrines  are  cleared  ever}'  night  by  sanitary 
contractor,  and  every  morning  one  inali  to  every  tv/o  latrines  goes  round  to 
examine,  and  clean,  if  necessary,  the  seats  and  sprinkle  plenty  of 
disinfectant. 

Eefugees,  principally  women  and  children,  arriving  from  outlying  farms, 
come  in  in  a  most  pitiful  state,  sdme  of  them  in  rags,  and  their  feet  showing 
through  their  boots  ;  these  are  attended  to  in  the  way  of  clothing  and  bodte 
as  soon  as  possible. 

During  the  month  of  July  there  have  been  m^liufactUred  in  camp,  by 
refugees,  53  doable  bedsteads  for  women  wh.o  have  no  husbands  to  assist 
them.  Timber  has  also  been  issued  to  other  families  for  the  purpose  of 
making  bedsteads. 

Poynton  Bros.  Stoi-e  is  of  considerable  dssistaht^e  in  supplying  clothing, 
&c.,  and  is,  I  consider,  a  great  convenience  to  the  refilgees  in  camp. 

There  is  at  present  a  severe  outbreak  of  measles  in  camp,  and,  in  order 
that  none  oF  the  cases  be  neglected,  I  have  at  present  two  medical  officers 
attending. 

The  supplies  forwarded  are  of  excellent  quality  in  eVery  respect,  and 
sirice  my  last  report  an  allowance  of  rice  has  been  added  to  the  ration  scale. 
The  climate  is  splendid,  and  fine  weather  has  prevailed  during  July. 

I  have  much  trouble  in  making  the  people  observe  hygienic  rules,  but 
under  the  circumstances,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  kuid  of  people  they 
are,  their  behaviour  ils  satisfactory,  and  T  have  hopes  of  teaching  them  to 
conduct  themselves  in  a  more  civilised  manner  than  they  have  been 
accustomed  to, 

'  Yours' fttithfully, 

(Signed)        A,  A.  ALLISON, 
. .  SuperintendeAt, 
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Burgher  Camps  Department. 


SiATis'rrrAL  Return  for  Burglier  Camp,  Irene,  Montli  ending 

ai, 7,1901. 


^ICML 

191 

Children. 

Men. 

W'omen. 

ChildiTn. 

Ii»  riuiip.  1.7.IIM)!           

Hirfeh.s         



Hl> 

211 
li 

Hi) 

I.<J2l 
191 

1 ,1)27 
22i) 

17li 

8 

11 

206 
126 

Departure^  .  •         

Deaths         ,.         .,  . 

1,287 

18G 

1,812 
264 

2,152 

31)2 

•• 

•  • 

•  • 

In  Camp,  31.7.ld01       

1,101 

1,548 

1,760 

Sick  ik  0am p. 


7. 

01       

Men. 

Women. 

CbildreD. 

Week  mdUig   .'>. 

44 

81 

370 

13. 

♦« 

»»               •#            ••            ••            ••            ••            •• 

45 

71 

263 

W. 

r 

•*                   ••                •!                •!                •♦                ••                •• 

41 

70 

213 

2"- 

»• 

,)                   •  •                •  •                •  •                .  .                .  .                •  • 

44 

r>7 

171 

Deaths. 


•          f  •          •  • 

Mtni, 

>V()men. 

Children. 

Under  1  montli • 

Between  1  H^onth  and  1  year     , .         . .          •  • 

,,          1  year  and  12  years  .  • 

„        12  5'ear»*  awd  44)  voarB. . 

40    ,,      „   :»!»    ., 

.,        50      „        ,,    itvvv        ..          ..          ..          , 

5 

1 

a 

2 
2 

8 

10 

110 

Totul . 

9 

10 

128 

NUM«KU   OK   DliAtHJ*   tJNDKK   IIeAM   OF  CaUSKH. 


MeaBles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery  ..         ..      .  .. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchi titi 
Enteric 


93 
4 

J 


\0¥*m 


Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Maraeiuuij    .   •• 
Ileait  Disease. . 
Malaria 


Convulsions 
Bright**  IMsease. . 
Tubercle . . 
Pneii,.JhiU  Went 
A[»j)plexy 


(71.25) 


(Signed)        G.  F.  ESSELJEN, 

Camp  SupenntctxJ.viiti 
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Burgher  Camp,  Irene. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Pretoria. 

Report,  July,  1901. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  Irene  Camp  on  the  8th  of 
July,  and  took  over  the  camp  and  conmienced  my  duties  on  the  9th  day 
of  JiJy. 

The  arrangements  in  camp  for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  are  chiefly  as 
follows  : — If  a  person  is  seriously  ill,  and  the  medical  officer  considers  it  advisable, 
such  person  is  removed  to  the  hospital,  where  he  is  attended  to  by  the 
trained  nurses  of  the  hospital  staff.  If  they  elect  to  keep  their  sick  in  their 
own  tents,  these  are  visited  there  three  to  four  times  a  day  by  the  Pretoria 
ladies,  who  reside  in  camp  here  and  report  such  cases  to  the  medical  officer,  who 
then  visits  these  sick  in  their  own  tents,  prescribing  the  necessary  medicines 
and  medical  comforts,  and  all  necessary  requirements. 

I  have  no  committees  to  visit  the  sick  in  their  tents  and  assisting  the 
medical  officer  and  nursing  staff,  except  the  six  ladies  from  Pretoria  who  belong 
to  the  Red  Ci'oss.  These  ladies  stay  here  for  one  m(Hith  at  a  time,  when 
thev  are  i-elieved  by  others  from  Pretoria.  They  are  of  great  assistance  to  the 
medical  officer,  and  ai-e  untiring  in  their  visits  and  i-ounds  in  the  camps  among 
the  sick.  They  report  all  cases  of  sickness  in  the  tents  to  the  medical  officer,  who 
thereupon  visits  these  cases  accompanied  by  the  nurse  who  has  reported  the 
case.  The  camp  is  divided  amongst  these  ladies,  and  so  many  ix)ws  of  tents 
are  allotted  to  each.  They  also  issue  ordei-s,  to  be  signed  by  the  superintendent, 
for  inmiediate  wants  such  as  pots,  kettles,  etc. 

There  are  no  local  committees  assisting  in  tent  to  tent  visitations  yet, 
but  I  am  hopeful  that  within  a  verv  short  time  ample  provision  will  have  been 
made  for  the  formation  and  establishment  of  such  committees.  There  are 
some  ladies  living  out  of  camp  who  firequently  visit  the  sick  in  camp  and 
jnxivide  them  with  little  comforts,  but  a  great  deal  more  could  be  done  in  this 
direction  if  there  was  some  woman  in  camp  to  lead  and  direct  the  inmates  as 
to  their  Christian  duties  in  this  direction.  I  have  placed  a  marquee  at  the 
disjKisal  of  the  camp  women  where  they  may  meet  to  hold  their  own  prayer 
meetings,  singing  classes,  sewing  classes,  and  Christian  association  uieetings, 
and  trust  to  see  gocxl  results  issue  within  a  short  time. 

There  is  hospital  accommodation  for  40  patients,  and  the  brick  building 
will  soon  be  completed  which  contains  two  nice  large  wards  to  be  used  for 
causes  i4*  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  etc.  Two  rooms,  which  are  to  lie  occupied 
by  the  medical  officer  and  his  assistant,  liave  been  added  to  this  building. 

The  following  is  the  staff  attached  to  the  hospital : — The  chief  medical 
officer  and  his  assistant,  one  matron,  two  nursing  sisters,  three  uuises,  seven 
probationers,  two  domestics,  three  washerwomen,  one  baker :  besides  these  the 
sisters  employ  inmates  of  the  camp  to  do  any  sewing  which  may  be  required, 
for  which  these  women  are  paid  a  small  remuneration. 

I  attach  hereto  the  chief  medical  officer's  report  for  July,  which  speaks 
for  itself. 

There  is  no  other  nursiiig  organisation  except  the  six  Pretoria  ladies,  who 
assist  in  the  nursing  and  visiting  as  before  mentioned. 

The  following  medical  comforts  have  lieen  issued  dui-ing  the  in«mth  of 
July,  namely : — 

Brandy       , 88  bottle?^ 

Port  wine  • .  . .  . .  . .  92       „ 

Cornflour 222  lbs. 

Essence  of  beef     . .  . ,  . .  228  tins 

i*ompressed  vegetables     . .  ..  120  packets 

Oxxia  •  •  . .  •  •  « «  93  4-os.  tins 

Arrowroot . .  • .  • .  . .  32|  lbs. 

Pearl  barley  ..  ..         •,  212   ,. 

Tapioca      \ 184^   *> 

MellinsFood  28  tins 

Benger  s  Fooil       .  •  ..         ..  36 
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Bovril         ,♦ 

JeUy 

Ei<ie 

Patent  barley 

Quaker  oats 


These  were  issued  fiom  the  dispensary,  and 
was  issued  from  our  own  store,  namely  : — 

Arrowroot  . . 
Bi-andy  • . 
Port  wine  • . 

IVlUlv  ««  «»  «a  •• 

Sago 

Pearl  barley 

Rice 

Cocoa 

Compressed  vegetables    . . 

Oatmeal     . . 

White  sugar 

Quaker  oats 

i-  ea  ••  ««  ••  •« 

Brand's  Essence    . . 

Mustard    . , 


96  tins 
12  packets 
112  lbs, 
62    „ 

48    „ 

besides  this  the  following 


Starch 
Custard 
Jam 
liemco 
Butter 
Corn  flour . . 
Tapioca 
Mellina  Food 
Bovril 

Patent  barley 
Benger  8  Food 
Fancy  biscuits 


36  lbs. 

102  bottles 

107      „ 

144  CHses 

228  lbs. 

234   „ 

162   „ 

28i„ 

33|„ 

•7 

'      » 

83    „ 

74   „ 

34i„ 

230 

ilb. 

6  lbs. 

8  packets 
26  lbs. 

60  tins 

39  lbs. 

193    „ 

27    „ 

36  tins 

24    „ 

74  lbs. 

36    „ 

18    „ 

The  following  clothing  and  blankets  have  been  distributed  by  me  : — 

First. — Go'xls  bought  from  Poynton  Brothers 

Blankets 
Print.  • 


Cord   . . 

Cottonade 

Corsets 

Bed  ticking 

Nightdresses 

Men's  shirts 

Pannikins 

Calico  to  make  mattresses 


352 

800  yds. 
120    „ 
350    „ 

3 

6  yds. 

2  doz. 

2    „ 

6    „ 
648  yds. 


Secondly. — Goods  issused  through  our  own  store  for  the  month  of  July, 
which  is  quite  apart  from  that  issued  through  Poynton's  and  the 
Relief  Funds,  namely  : — 


Blackiets 

485 

Soap  .. 

500  lbs. 

Kettles 

16 

Buckets 

6 

Mattresses     . . 

4 

Besides  this  there  have  been  several  cases  of  old  clothing  and  numbers  of 
bundles  and  parcels  containing  clothing  distributed  to  the  most 
needy  during  the  month. 
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Thirdly. — Goods  distributed  by  the   Netherlands  KbU^'  Committee  as 
follow*  : —  ... 

Flannelette    . .  .  •  •.•-..  34  pieces 

Children's  boots         131  pairs 

Boy's  suits     ..  ..  ..   ^       ..  17»3 

Cashmere       . .  . .  • .  . .  14  pieces 

Women's  boots  . .  . .  ^ .  144  pairs 

Needles,  cotton,  etc.,  etc.     • .          « •  1  case 
German  print            . .          , .          . .            28  pieces 
50     „ 

•5  }S  •    •  •    •  •    •  ^^  a 

FJannelette 30     ,, 

Women's  boots  . ,          . .           . .  109  pairs 

Children  H    ,,  . .           . .           .  •  Bo     „ 

Women's      ,,  . .           . .           . .  70     ,, 

Children's    ,,  ,,          ,•          ,.  133     ,, 

Women's      ,,  ..          ..          ..  12  doz. 

Children  s    „  12     „ 

Wliite  culico . .  . .  . .  . .  8  pieces 

Kettles  with  plates,  spoons,  forks,  and  other  hardwares. 

0.  For  imblic  wnrship  there  are  4  large  marquees  or  traits  at  the  disposal 
t)f  tlie  several  sects  and  part  of  a  wood  and  iron  building,  which  is  used  by  the 
military  chaplain,  Rev.  J,  B.  Richardson.  The  United  Church  hold  their 
services  under  a  large  canvas  shed  erected  for  that  purpose.  All  the  services 
are  well  attended  and  appreciated,  and  the  Sunday  stjhools  are  well  attended. 
The  United  Church  have  the  Rev.  Bosnian  of  Pretoria  to  visit  camp  and 
preach  sennons  every  Friday.  His  assistant.  Rev.  du  Pre©:*,  also  comes  over 
occasionally. 

The  Doppers  liave  elders  Hermann  and  Vissi^*  to  vl^t  them  and  to  hold 
service,  and  in  the  absence  of  these  other  elders  condiict  the  services. 

School  Accommodation  consists  of  6  large  marquees  aiad  aUo  part  of  the 
wood  and  iron  building  which  is  used  by  the  militwy  chaplain.  There  is 
accommodation  for  at  least  (500  pupils.  The  staff  coudifets  of  10  teachers. 
The  head  teacher,  Mr.  Leibbrandt ;  the  assistajit,  the  Uev.  Richardson ;  the 
2nd  assistant,  Mr.  Smit  ;  and  7  other  lady  teachers.  The  nuuiber  of  pupils  on 
roll  at  the  end  of  July  was  408,  with  an  avemge  attendance  of  90  per  oent. 
for  the  month.  5:]  children  left  school  diu'ing  the  month.  These  were 
children  of  refugees  who  belonged  to  and  wex-e  transferred  to  Pietersbrag.  I 
have  great  hopes  that  the  num])er  of  pu|)ils  atteriding  sdiool  will  greatly 
increase  during  August. 

The  people  are  anything  but  careful  to  observe  hygienic  rules.  During 
the  month  the  pohce  hospital  attendants  and  specially  appunted  inspectors 
have  succeeded  in  arresting  a  considerable  number  of  contraveners  of  the 
sanitary  regulations,  and  I  am  hopeful  that  the  people  will  l^arn  that  it  is  in 
their  own  interest  to  see  the  rules  strictly  enforced.  I  have  a  sanitary 
inspector  and  an  assistiuit,  with  25  native  boys  under  them.  Besides  these 
there  are  a  large  number  of  line  captains  mIio  are  also  responsible  for  the 
cleanliness  of  the  camp. 

The  condition  of  the  peo})le  arriving  in  camp  is,  generally  speaking,  a 
poor  one,  and  the  children  are  sometimes  mere  skeletons  when  tbey  anive, 
having  suffered  from  fever. 

Pojniton's  Store  in  the  camp  has  been  a  grwit  help  to  the  refugees  in 
supplying  certain  wants. 

Our  water  supp\y  has  been  very  well  maintained  during  tlie  month  and 
there  have  been  uo  complaints. 

Wood  and  Coal. — These  supplies  have  been  fairly  well  kept  up,  and  I 
have  had  few  coinpli^ints. 

Meat  Supply, — This  is  at  present  a  cause  of  anxiety  M  fcliere  is  no  food 
for  any  stock  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  camp.  We  draw  our 
8^pIJies  from  Pretm-ia,  say  1400  alieep  Ht  a  time.  The  butcher  goes  in  for  the 
sh^  which  he  receive*  froia  the  inspector  of  fai-ins.  Owing  to  the  stock 
eating  certain  poisonous  herbs  a  great  number  die  daily. 
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Ahsvoncti^rs. — During  the  month  nine  burghers  have  absconded  fmm  camp, 
and  Wiln  the  exception  of  one  lad  (Russell)  who  was  caught  by  the  military 
arid  ft^turned  into  camp  here,  these  men  are  still  at  large.  This  lad  states  he 
only  left  camp  because  he  longed  to  go  home,  and  he  had  no  evil  intentions. 
It  appears  that  he  has  deserted  from  other  camps  and  is  considered  a  harmless 
weak-brained  youth.  I  have  done  hiy  best  to  ascertain  the  real  causes  of  the 
desertions  taking  place  from  the  burgher  camps,  and  find  them  various.  In 
some  instances  I  believe  the  cause  to  be,  that  women  of  burghers  still  on 
commando  talk  over  and  prevail  npon  some  young  men  in  camp  to  desert  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  letters  to  their  luisbands  still  on  commando.  In  some 
cases  the  deserters  ma}^  be  or  may  have  been  undtjr  sundry  obligations  to  the 
families  who  prevail  npon  them  to  desert,  namely: — they  may  be  bywoners, 
or  debtors,  or  suitors,  or  it  may  be  done  for  remunerative  prices  and 
prospective  promises.  I  do  not  tliink  many  desert  for  the  purpose  of  joining 
commandbes  and  fighting  again.  A  great  number  of  l)urghers  have  not  taken 
the  oath  of  neutrality,  and  if  this  oath  were  administered  l)efore  they  entered 
any  burgher  camp,  or  immediately  after  they  entered  camp,  they  would  not 
desert  so  readily. 

Another  cause  of  desertion  I  find  to  be  that  there  are  many  women  and 
children  in  camp  whose  fathers  and  husbands  are  still  out,  and  there  are  men 
and  fathers  in  camp  whose  wives  and  children  are  still  out.  tn  some  instances, 
nine  and  twelve  months  have  passed  since  they  last  heard  any  news  of  their 
relatives  and  I  feel  certain  that  this  influences  the  number  of  desertions  iVom 
camp,  'to  ascertain  whejkher  this  latter  cause  is  a  correct  one,  I  have  now  put 
up  a  tent  near  my  ofllce  (as  my  office  accommodation  is  lunited),  and  have 
engaged  one  of  the  refugots  to  be  in  attendance  in  this  tent  daily  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  statements  and  particulars  from  inmates  of  this  catnp 
who  are  desirous  of  finding  out  where  their  relatives  and  children  are.  This 
man  will  keep  a  register  of  the  nithies  of  those  people  who  come  to  him,  with 
particukrs  of  the  enquiries  made  aiul  the  replies  received,  aiid  ihstead  of 
sending  one  letter  or  diiery  only  to  the  nearest  camp  or  officer  where  sUch 
family  were  last,  hearcf  of,  he  will  wiite  to  any  camp  wlicre  there  may  be  a 
probability  of  learnhig  something  about  the  absent  ones.  If  these  queries 
are  promptly  replied  to  by  the  officers  and  superintendents  to  whom  they  are 
addressed,  a  good  deal  of  suffering  aftd  anxiety  on  the  part  of  inmates  of  the 
camp  wiil'be*clone  away  wltli,  and  desertions  then  be  ascribed  to  bravado,  lust 
for  murder,  lootihg,  &c.,  &c. 

Orphans* in  Camps, — During  this  inonth  sonie  circulars  were  sent  or 
brought  into  camp  by  Kev.  Bosman  from  Pretoria,  with  request  that  statistics 
sKould  be  itiade  showing  tlie  numbers  of  orphans,  and  also  of  children  whose 
parertte  or  guardians  were  missing  or  still  out.  It  w^as  reported  that  this  was 
aU  lo  be  done  w^ith  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Government.  The 
idea  is  to  distribute  these  orphans  and  homeless  children  amongst  resoectable 
and  Christian  i^eople  in  the  Cape  Colony,  and  that  this  would  only  be  a 
measure  of  a  temporary  nature  while  the  war  lasted,  t  attended  the  meeting 
of  those  interested  in  this  matter,  and  explained  the  circular  to  those  present, 
and  told  thetn  that  the  Governmsnt  had  sanctioned  the  work^  of  the 
Committees.  Tlio  object  in  itself  was  a  very  laudable  one,  but  before  any 
orptiahs  Were  removed  out  oF  the  camp  I  should  like  to  consider  the  matter 
and  report  on  it,  and  meantime  they  lUight  make  a  list  of  all  orphans  and 
a)l  ctiildren  whose  parents  and  natural  cruardians  were  absent.  This  matter  is 
of  such  importance  that  it  should  form  a  subject  fur  special  report.  If 
orphanages  were  established  hi  the  Cape  Colony,  the  Transvaal,  Natal,  and 
the  Orange  lliver  Colony  on  tlie  pound  for  ])ound  principle  or  exclusively  at 
(lovernment  expense  and  under  Ooveinment  control  and  supervision,  with 
industrial  classes,  «fcc.,  attached  thereto,  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
drafting  the  orphans  out  of  the  bmgher  camps  thither  ;  but  for  the  present  I 
am  compelled  to  report  agahist  the  removal  of  orphans  from  the  burgher 
camps  to  the  charge  of  Cape  Colonial  Commiitees  or  residents  in  the  Cape 
Colony,  who  may  be  disloyal  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  and  w^ho  would,  under 
the  cloak  of  doing  good  laudable  Christian  rescue  work,  be  propagating  the  worst 
form  oi  race  hatred  and  disloyalty,  t  do  not  consider  that  the  Cape  Colony 
IS,  8tt  the  present  time,  a  desirable  place  to  receive  these  orphans,  eveu 
temporarily.  Digitized  by  Crr OOglc 
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General. — As  soon  as  the  cold,  frosty  weather  breaks  I  hope  the  number 
of  deaths  will  imTnediately  decrease.  It  is  noticeable  that  for  the  few  nice 
warm  days  we  had,  the  deaths  were  few.  No  sooner  did  we  have  one  or  two 
frosty  nights  but  the  death  rate  increased  at  once. 

On  the  whole,  the  people  in  camp  are  quiet,  and  complaints  are  not  so 
ITiany  now  as  they  were  in  the  beginning  of  July. 

I  am,  deal*  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  a  V.  ESSELTN, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Irene. 

ith  Auf/nst,  1901. 

The  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camp,  Irene. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  as  follows  for  the  month  of  July,  1901 — 
The  number  of  sick  in  camp  has  been  steadily  diminishing  during  this 
month,  from  490  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  to  230  at  the  end,  and 
likewise  .the  death  rate  shows  a  constant  falling  off,  from  40  per  week  at  the 
beginning  of  th»ij  month  to  14  for  the  week  ending  August  1st.  This  satis- 
factory state  of  aftairs  is  due  to  the  subsidence  of  the  measles  epidemic,  which 
has  worked  itself  out  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  camp,  who  have  been  in 
some  time.  But  as  we  are  constantly  getting  new  arrivals  who  have  never 
had  measles,  there  is  no  chance  of  stamping  the  disease  out.  Isolation  has 
been  suggested,  but  for  obvious  reasons  it  is  impossible  and  of  no  practical 
use.  I  admit  -  the  more  severe  cases  of  measles  into  the  hospital  where 
possible ;  for  the  month  eleven  were  admitted,  of  whom  one  died,  a  male, 
15  years  of  age,  with  pneumonia  besides.  Next  to  measles,  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis  bring  up  the  number  of  sick  in  camp.  These  cases  are  always 
more  or  less  serious  and  a  cause  of  great  anxiety.  They  do  not  do  well  in 
tents  at  this  time  of  the  year,  where  the  temperature  in  the  tents  varies 
enormously — besides  the   variation   in   temperature   nothing   on   earth    will 

Erevent  all  the  blankets,  &c.,  being  used  to  pack  on  to  the  patient  at  the 
ottest  part  of  the  day.  The  idea  is  that  a  patient  with  a  high  temperature 
must  be  kept  so  ;  further  medicine  of  one  sort  or  another  must  be  given  every 
half  hour.  On  two  occasions  I  found  young  children  asleep,  with  pin  point 
pupils,  suffering  from  bronchitis,  I  enquired  whether  any  medicine  had  been 
used  besides  what  I  prescribed,  but  could  get  no  confession  to  that  effect.  I 
immediately  went  to  the  dispensary  and  found  my  prescription  in  order,  and 
am  certain  it  was  dispensed  coirectly  by  the  qualified  dispenser.  In  one  of 
these  cases  I  found  a  bottle  of  paregoric,  which  the  mother  admitted  she 
gave  the  child,  JO  drops  every  half  hour  being  the  dose  she  gave,  the  child 
was  six  months  old.  My  prescription  also  contained  F.  Oamph.  Co.,  5  minims 
in  a  3  hour  dose,  the  child  died.  In  the  other  case  I  could  find  no  paregoric, 
but  warned  the  mother  of  the  danger,  with  good  results  for  the  patient.  No 
one  can  imagine  the  difficulty  a  medical  man  has  in  preventing  these  people 
from  using  their  dangerous,  useless,  and  disgusting  remedies.  Goat  dung 
and  woimwood  made  into  a  decoction  and  drunk  in  quantities  is  the  favourite 
"  drippel "  or  "  middel "  "  for  bringing  the  measles  out,"  pieces  of  raw  meat 
are  bandaged  over  each  eye  in  acute  conjunctivitis,  and  most  of  these  cases 
are  caused  by  dirt.  Babies  ears  are  receptacles  for  an  endless  variety  of 
rubbish,  and  consequently  otorrhoa  is  very  common.  Rags  wetted  with 
human  urine  are  used  for  open  flesh  wounds,  and  so  on. 

Many  of  the  up-country  people  are  impregnated  with  malaria,  and  all 
acute  diseases  are  consequently  of  a  severer  tj^e  in  type,  in  these  rotten 
constitutions. 

The  hospital  is  gradually  becoming  more  popular,  but  a  sharp  lookout 
has  to  be  kept  on  the  patients  and  their  relations.  Food,  especially  in 
typhoid  cases,  where  the  patient  is  hungiy,  is  brought  in  by  the  wily,  slim 
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mother,  or  a  mother  may  watch  her  child  and  the  nurse  83  well,  and  as  soon 
as  the  nurse  leaves  the  waixl  for  a  minute  or  two  she  may  return  and  find 
child  and  mother  gone ;  this  actually  happened  here,  but  I  recoverd  the  child 
and  refused  the  mother  permission  to  visit  the  ward  without  a  note  from  nae, 
and  then  a  special  nurse  was  deputed  to  watch  her.  This  was  a  typhoid  case, 
and  the  motner's  name  was  van  Heerden. 

There  are  very  few  complaints  about  the  food,. the  best  meat  obtainable 
is  issued,  but  as  the  Boers  have  biunt  all  the  grass  round  the  camps,  the 
grazing  for  stock  is  limited  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  at  the  best  of  times 
lat  stock  is  rare.  Complaints  come  chiefly  from  those  who  have  never  been 
better  off  in  their  lives. 

Our  medical  comforts  are  at  times  low,  but  this  is  due  to  the  difficulty  of 
transport,  large  orders  are  placed  before  the  stock  is  too  low,  but  even  then 
these  orders  are  occasionally  not  executed  in  the  time  we  allow,  which  is 
always  liberal.     Eice  has  been  added  to  the  rations. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  is  good,  but  a  sharp  watch  has  to  be 
kept  to  prevent  people  emptying  their  slops  at  their  front  door.  In  the  tents 
of  some,  slops  ana  stools  are  allowed  to  remain  for  hours  without  being 
removed,  blankets  and  shawls  are  often  used  as  diapers  for  babies,  with  the 
result  that  the  stench  is  unbearable.  Many  of  the  better  class  won't  go  near, 
much  less  into  tents,  of  the  dirtier,  but  not  to  say  poorer  class. 

The  idea  of  helping  the  helpless  does  not  exist  in  consciences  of  the 
stalwart  burgher,  over  and  over  again  a  woman  whose  husband  is  fighting  or  a 
prisoner  of  war  has  to  sit  and  nurse  her  children  and  ask  in  vain  of  a  fine 
well-built,  noble  "patriot"  to  chop  her  wood  or  fetch  her  rations  or  her 
medicine,  his  reply  is  "  I  have  no  time,"  or  something  to  that  effect.  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  gallantry  among  these  creatures,  unless  paid  for,  when 
another  name  will  cover  the  term  galmntry.  The  water  supply  here  is  good 
and  ^entiful. 

The  new  hospital  is  rapidly  approaching  completion  and  will  be  used 
chiefly  for  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  cases. 


I  am, 


Yours  faithfully, 


(Signed)     G.  B.  WOODROFFE, 

M.O. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  J'H'Burg,  Month  ending  31.7.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

pbildren. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.7.1901         

Arrivals 

Births         

689 
100 

M86 
249 

1,505 

806 

8 

789 
58 

1,485 
156 

1,819 
21S 

Departures  • 

Deaths 

58 

150 
6 

181 
32 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

In  Camp,  8L7.1901       

781 

1,829 

1,606 
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SiOK  IN  Camp. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Weekending    5.    7.    01         

„              12.      »       n            .•           •.           ••           ••           ••           •• 

„                19.       |«M             ••            •«            ••            ••            ••            •• 

»            26.     „      ») .        •  •         • .         •  •         •  •         •  •         •  • 

— 

2 
2 

3 

8 

8 

5 

11 

Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Childpen. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

„      12    „       „    40     „ 

„     40    „       „    50     „ 

„     50    „       ^    over         

— 

2 
4 

1 

4 

20 

1 

Total 

— 

6 

82 

NuMBEB  OF  Deaths  undeb  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles       

Diarrhoea  .. 
Dysentery  .. 
I^eumonia  and  Bronchitis 


20  '  Enteric 

2  |i  Whooping  Cough 

—  ||  Influenza 

6  ,  Marasmus 


Heart  Disease    . . 
Chronic  Bright's  Disease 
—  ,  Convulsions 
1  I  OldAge 


2 
3 
2 


(Signed)        A.  NOBLE, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Johannesburg. 
Ebport  for  the  month  of  July,  1901. 

In  accordance  with  your  Circular  No.  43  and  the  Supplement  thereto 
attached,  I  beg  to  report  as  follows  : — 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  for  care  of  the  sick  mentioned  in  my  June 
report,  I  have  this  month  received  from  the  Ordnance  Department  a  good 
large  double-lined  Indian  marquee  to  be  used  for  convalescents  in  the 
improbable  event  of  the  hospital  becoming  crowded. 

The  following  medical  comforts  were  used  during  the  month  : — 


Milk,  tins  . .          . .          . .          ..  2,599  tins 

„      bottles         . .          . .          . .  672  bottles 

Meat  extract         . .          . .          . .  178  ozs. 

Brandy 93    „ 

Port           26    „ 

Arrowroot. .          . ,          . .          .  •  223  lbs. 

Soap           3,751  bars 

Candles      . .          . .          • «          . .  124  packets 
Butter,  bacon,  cocoa,  jellies,  jams,  tea,  oatmeal, 
and  other  sundries. 


During  the  month  I  have  distributed  : — 

Flannelette  . .  , . 

Blankets    •  •         , , 


2,143  yards 
356 


The  facilities  for  public  worship  remain  as  heretofore. 
Scliool  Accommodation, — Same  as  June. 
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Children  on  roll,  491. 
Average  attendance,  421. 
Stc^ff.—One  supervisor  and  six  teachers. 

Rations. — ^The  average  number  drawing  rations  during  the  month  is  aa 
follows : —  «'' 


'•     • 

Men. 

Womeo. 

Children. 

Europeans        

Natives 

'699 
81 

1,828 
10 

1,644 
22 

Food  Supply. — ^All  articles  required  for  the  people  have  come  forward 
regularly  and  are  of  good  quality. 

The  only  important  event  during  the  month  was  the  arrest  of  a  number 
of  men  by  order  of  the  Ofl&cer  Commanding  Troops.  Some  of  the  men  arrested 
h^ve  now  been  returned ;  the  remainder,  I  prestirae,  have  either  been  deported 
or  confined  in  the  Johannesburg  Fort. 

As  an  indication  of  the  injudiciousness  of  sending  new  families  here 
before  measles  are  entirely  eradicated,  I  find  that  one  half  of  the  deaths  which 
occurred  during  the  month  were  amongst  people  who  arrived  after  the  first  of 
May,  1901. 

Wherever  possible,  I  am  declining  to  receive  any  more  families. 

I  enclose  the  usual  medical  report. 

(Signed)  A.  A.  NOBLE, 

Superintendent* 


Burgher  Camp,  Johannesburg^ 
1st  AugtLSt,  1901. 
To  the  Superintendent, 

Sir, 

There  is  little  to  report  upon  in  connection  with  my  department  for  the 
last  month.  The  chief  event  has  been  the  shutting  of  the  camp  gates,  owing^ 
to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  Johannesburg.  Visitors  from  the  town 
are  strictly  excluded,  and  the  inmates  of  the  camp  are  debarred  from  going 
into,  unless  Under  most  exceptional  circumstances.  This  certainly  has  pro- 
duced good  effect,  for  our  refugees  appear  to  be  much  more  contented  than 
formerly.  It  is  evident  that  the  visitors  to  the  camp  cause  discontent  and 
grumbling,  this  beino^  done  with  an  object ;  and,  when  •the  quarantine  is 
removed  by  us  from  the  town,  it  might  work  for  the  good  of  the  refugees  to 
curtail  the  number  of  visiting  days.  ^ 

There  is  no  scarlet  fever  in  camp.,  and,  to  still  further  avoid  infection,  a 
detention  camp  has  been  formed  just  outside  the  paddock  gates  for  the 
reception  of  incomers  from  Johannesbui'g. 

During  the  month  I  had  to  contend  with  another  visitation  of  virulent 
meaales ;  fortunately  the  great  proportion  of  our  inmates  are  now  salted,  so 
the  area  of  action  of  this  epidemic  is  very  limited. 

Whooping  cough  is  exceedingly  prevalent,  but,  I  am  glad  to  say,  of  a 
mild  character,  and  out  of  more  than  two  hundred  cases  there  has  only  been 
one  death.  The  type  of  the  disease  is  the  same  whether  in  the  tents,  sheds, 
or  stables. 

Almost  everybody  has  had  mumps,  including  the  adults,  but  with  no 
serious  consequences.  The  general  health  has  really  been  excellent,  and  it  is 
really  a  pleasure  to  see  health  so  plainly  depicted  upon  children's  faces. 

I  have  a  large  stock  of  blankets  and  medical  comforts  on  hand,  and  I 
must  request  you  not  to  send  me  any  more  arrowroot  or  cornflour. 

Referring  to  our  convex sation  in  regard  to  putting  our  camp  in  prepara- 
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tion  for  the  summer  rains,  I  trust  that  something  will  be  quickly  done  in  this 
matter;  and,  should  you  deem  it  necessary,  I  will  send  in  the  Ireqtiisite 
application  for  mules  and  scotch  carts. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

HUBERT  W.  CROOK, 
M.0, 


Burgher  Campt  Johanne^urg, 
Imperial  Reliefs 

10th  August,  1901. 

Repobt  for  the  Month  of  July,  1901. 

During  the  month  the  Committee  met  five  times  and  dealt  with  573 
applications  for  relief,  representing  1,550  souls. 

63  new  applications,  representing  146  rations,  were  granted. 

12  applicants,  representing  53  rations,  were  granted  relief  on  condition 
that  they  went  to  the  Racecourse  Camp. 

7  new  applications,  representing  12  rations,  were  reAised. 

Reductions,  representing  761  rations,  were  made  on  330  old  tickets. 

133  old  tickets,  representing  492  rations,  were  stopped. 

28  tickets,  representing  72  rations,  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

None  of  the  applicants  ordered  to  the  Racecourse  would  go  to  the  camp, 
and  no  relief  is  now  oeing  given  them. 

10  women,  representing  18  adults  and  17  children,  requested  to  be  sent 
to  the  Racecourse  Camp,  and  they  were  sent. 

I  have  had  to  supply  funerals  for  1  man  and  1  woman,  and  coffins  for 
3  men,  2  women,  and  10  children  during  the  month. 

I  enclose  medical  reports  as  usual. 

The  average  number  drawing  rations  has  been  704  men,  2,449  women, 
and  2,914  children. 

I  am,  etc., 
(Signed)        A.   A.   NOBLE, 

Superintendent. 


Johannesburg. 

2nd  August,  1901. 
The  Superintendent 

Of  the  Imperial  Relief, 
Johannesburg. 

Medical  Report  for  July,  1901. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  that  I  attended,  during  the  month  of  July,  95  patients 
at  their  homes  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  of  which  number  there  were  36 
cases  of  measles,  29  cases  of  influenza,  7  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  3  cases  of 
diptheria,  2  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  6  cases  of  malaria,  5  cases  of  pneumonia, 
1  case  of  rheumatic  fever,  2  cases  of  pleurisy,  1  case  of  apoplexy,  1  case  of 
bladder  disease,  1  case  of  scurvy,  1  case  of  hysteria. 

The  number  of  deaths  that  came  under  my  notice  amounted  to  5. 

The  causes  of  death  were  pneumonia,  diptheria,  convulsions,  and  senile 
decay. 

At  the  office,  1  prescribed,  during  the  month,  for  732  persons. 

The  total  number  of  persons  attended  by  me  during  the  month  amounts 

to  837. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
^Signed)  Dr.  N.  SCHEINESSEN. 
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BuitaHBB  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Rettjiin  for  Burgher  Camp,  Klerksdoi^,  Month  ending 

31.8.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Womeii. 

Children. 

Jn  Camp,  1.7.1901        

Arrivals 

Births         

333 
189 

924 
538 

1,303 

802 

10 

472 

87 

1,462 
163 

2,115 
247 

Departures 

Deaths       

83 
4 

152 
11 

224 
23 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

In  Camp,  81.7.1091       

385 

1,299 

1,868 

Sick  in  Gamp. 


. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Weekending   5.    7.    01         

„              12.     „       n 

19.    „      «           ^       •• 

26.    „      , 

3 

5 

9 

12 

18 
16 
22 
26 

32 

36 

76 

120 

Deaths. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    . 

„         1  year  and  12  years  . 

„       12  years  and  40  years. 

,,        40      „       »)   50      „    . 

„       50      „       „   over 

Total     . 


Men. 


Women. 


6 
1 
4 


11 


Children. 


4 

3 

16 


23 


Number  of  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Convulsions 

Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 


1 

19 

1 

8 

1 


Abdominal  Abscess 
Enteric . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 
Puerperal  Fever 


Uearb  Disease    . . 
Premature  Birth 
Meningitis 
Membraneous  Croup 
Peritonitis 


(Signed)        ROBT.   DUNCAN, 

tor  Camp  Superintendent. 
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Bargtier  Camp,  Klerksdarp, 

12th  August,  1901. 

Report  lor  July,  1901.    - 

The  General  Superintendent, 
Pretona. 

Dear  Sir, 

,  I  Jiave  to  report  for  the  month  of  July,  as  follows : — 

Food  Stuffs. — Sufficient  stuffs  have  been  coming  forward  to  meet  the 
demand,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  quality  is  very  good  indeed.  Raw 
coffee  is  now  issued,  and  seems  to  be  much  appreciated  by  the  people,  not- 
withstanding the  extra  labour  m  roasting  and  grinding.  The  extra  meat 
ration  issued  is  also  having  an  excellent  effect,  as  well  as  the  ration  of  mealie 
meal  issued  in  lieu  of  rice,  in  fact  the  majority  prefer  to  have  the  meaJie  meaL 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  at  this  time  of  the  year,  it  is  next  to 
impossible  to  obtain  good  slaughter  stock,  and  now  that  the  country  is  in  a 
state  of  war,  the  grazmg  area  is  very  limited,  the  consequence  being  that  it  ia 
impossible  to  procure  meat  equal  to  "stall  fed." 

Climate. — The  weather  lias  been  unusually  warm,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  frosty  mornings,  no  very  great  inconvenience  has  been  experienced 
from  cold.  Many  blankets  have  been  served  out  to  those  requiring  them,  in 
oases  chiefly  where  the  people  were  without  any  of  their  owil 

Relief. — Seventy-six  families  have  received  small  parcels  of  clothing  out 
of  the  funds  provided  by  the  Burgher  Relief  Fund  Committee,  and  a  further 
distribution  is  being  made  from  goods  supplied  by  Mr.  Kendal  Harris  of 
Cambridge,  England.  I  am  informed  that  another"  relief  society,  the 
**  Nederlands,"  is  also  about  to  supply  clothing  to  the  inmates  of  this  camp. 

In  connection  with  the  distribution,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to- 
appoint  a  committee  of  Boer  ladies  to  visit  each  tent  and  to  assist  in  issuing 
the  articles. 

Sanitary. — A  great  improvement  is  observed  in  the  habits  of  the  people 
of  late,  and  the  regulations  are  being  complied  with  ia  a.more  cheerful  spirit. 

Wood. — A  permanent  wood  cutting  party,  consisting  of  two  white  men. 
and  fifteen  natives,  is  established  at  Macharic  Station,  and  a  fair  supply  is^ 
maintained,  except  at  such  times  when  snipers  intervene. 

Water. — I  anticipate  difficulty  iu  this  direction  in  the  near  future,  as  the 
wells  in  use  are  showing  signs  of  weakening,  and  in  a  few  weeks  very  little 
will  be  obtainable  from  this  source.  The  river,  however,  is  running  strong 
just  now,  and  likely  to  remain  so  until  the  rainy  season. 

Schools. — A  total  of  440  children  are  attending  school,  of  which  384  are 
refugees,  there  being  162  boys  and  222  girls. 

In  addition  to  the  school  buildings  and  old  Dutch  Church,  two  marquees. 
have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Education  Department. 

Hospital. — ^The  additional  equipment  recently  provided  is  much  appre- 
ciated, and  sufficient  accommodation  is.  in  consequence  available  and  adequate 
to  the  requirements  of  the  present  strength  of  the  camp. 

The  aversion  the  Boers  have  to  going  into  hospital,  is  gradually  being- 
removed. 

Apart  from  the  hospital  staff,  two  women  have  been  appointed  to  attend 
•to  invalids  in  camp,  and  to  assist  with  young  children  where  the  mother, 
through  sickness,  is  unable  to  attend  to  them. 

The  health  of  the  camp,  with  the  exception  of  the  epidemic  of  measles, 
is  in  a  very  satisfactory  state. 

The  M.O's  report  was  sent  to  you  some  days  ago. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)         H.  W.  HOWAHO, 

Superintendent., 
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Burghef'  Camp, 

Klerkadorp. 

Medical  Report  for  July,  1901. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month  the  number  of  refugees  inoreased  to  over 
4,000,  but  during  the  last  ten  days  several  hundreds  have  been  transferred  to 
camps  in  the  Orange  Riyer  Colony. 

Measles. — T  regret  to  have  to  inform  you,  as  prognosticated  in  my  report 
for  June,  this  infectious  disease  broke  out  in  the  first  week  of  this  month, 
spreading  very  rapidly  during  the  last  fortnight.  Pneumonia  and  broncho 
pneumonia  setting  in,  in  niunerous  cases,  early  in  the  course  of  the  disease. 
ITiis  has  led  to  a  higher  percentage  of  deaths,  which  should  not  reflect  on  the 
general  healthiness  of  the  camp,  in  respect  to  diseases  (infectious  or  otherwise). 
Cases  as  they  occurred  were  isolated,  until  the  number  became  so  large,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  follow  such  a  coui-se  any  longer.  The  epidemic  originated 
from  patients  received  from  another  camp.  In  respect  to  the  Klerksdorp 
Camp,  from  the  time  of  its  formation  the  rule  has  been  strictly  enforced,  of 
having  all  refugees  leaving  for  other  camps  medically  examined,  and  they 
have  never  been  allowed  to  be  transferred  without  my  certificate. 

General  Health. — Excepting  for  the  unfortimate  outbreak  of  measles,  the 
health  of  the  camp  generally  has  been  excellent. 

Medical  Comfwts. — Early  in  the  month  extm  supplies  of  milk  were 
allowed  in  necessary  cases,  but  latterly,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  at  the  very  time 
when  it  has  been  so  much  wanted,  and  during  a  time  of  exceptional  sickness, 
there  has  been  no  supply  of  milk.  Other  comforts,  such  as  barley,  rice, 
arrowroot,  etc.,  have  also  been  short,  which  I  trust  may  be  obviated  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  Rations  issued  have  been  wholesome  and  of  good  quality. 

The  Sanitary  Affairs  of  the  camp  are  excellently  arranged  for,  particular 
attention  being  paid  to  the  rolling  up  of  the  tents,  sweeping  out,  airmg  of  the 
bedding,  etc.     The  latrines  are  in  exceptional  order,  and  well  attended  to. 

Deaths. — 


Children  1  year  to  12  years 
„  under  1  month  . . 
„  1  month  to  1  year 
„         1  year  to  12  years 

Women  12  years  to  40  years 

z~^^  "        >>       "     '»         " 

Women  40      „      „   50      „ 

■M-^^^         >)       j>      »    >f       » 
Women  over  (3)  50  years  • . 
jvien  ,,  ,,      99    •  • 


23 
4 
3 

16 
6 
1 

1 

4 
2 


Total  deaths 


38 


Causes  of  Death. — 

Measles  and  pneumonia  as  a  secondary 

cause 
Pneumonia  . . 
Premature  births    . . 
Convulsions. . 


Dysentery  . .  " 
Atxlominal  abscess. . 
Enteric 

Acute  bronchitis     . . 
Membraneous  croup 
Peritonitis  . . 
Puerperal  fever 
Meningitis  . . 


19 
8 
2 


Total 


38 
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The  number  of  patients  treated  in  hospital. — 

Remaining  in  hospital  June  30th 
Admitted  during  month    . . 
Discharged     „  „ 

X/ieci  ,,  ^^        » 0 

Remaining  on  last  day  of  month 

Total 


8 
27 
20 

3 
12 

70 


Klerksdorp, 

1st  August,  1901. 


(Signed)  H.  SCOTT  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Krugersdorp,  Month  ending 

31.7.1901. 


Men. 

Women-. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.7.1901         

Arrivals 

Births         

421 
288 

971 
607 

1,210 

786 

4 

704 
22 

1,578 
13 

1,949 
42 

Departures.- 

Deaths        

22 

18 
2 

82 
10 

•  • 

•  * 

•  • 

In  Camp,  81.7.1901       

682 

1,568 

1,907 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Weekending   5.  7.  01. 

9>  12.  ))  ,} 

»»  ^"»  »>      » 

4f  ^V»  «1  «« 


Women. 


Children. 


4 
2 

8 
9 


Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month    , .         , . 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„          1  year  and  12  years 

„        12  years  and  40  years 

«        40      „       „   50      „ 

„       60     „       „   over 

.^ 

1 

1 

2 

8 

Total 

2 

10 
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Number  op  Dea.ths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles       . « 

Diarrhcea 

Dysentery  .. 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 


10 


1   i  Enteric, 

Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
'  Marasmus 


.  Heart  Disease 
!  Phthisis   .. 


I' 


(Signed)  P.  I'OMLINSON, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Campy  Kragersdorp, 

12th  August,  1901, 
Report  for  July,  1901. 

The  camp  now  consists  of  840  tents  and  occupies  an  extent  of  ground  800 
by  120  yards. 

The  health  of  the  camp  is  good,  though  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles 
which  has  been  raging  the  death  rate  has  been  higher  than  the  preceding  month. 

The  deaths  for  July  number  18,  this  out  of  a  total  of  over '4,000  souls. 

The  sick  are  in  the  majority  of  cases  treated  in  the  tents,  but  all  serious 
cases  are  taken  to  the  hospital. 

Visitation  of  the  Sick. — Six  girls  are  employed  in  making  a  daily  round  of 
the  tents,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  report  to  the  doctor  all  cases  of  sickness 
which  come  under  their  notice.  Tney  also  attend  to  all  minor  cases  of 
sickness  under  the  medical  ofl&cer  s  directions,  and  assist  in  distributing  the 
necessaries  and  medical  comforts  ordered  by  him. 

They  are  of  the  greatest  service  and  are  well  received  by  the  camp  people 
who  take  more  kindly  to  them  than  to  outsiders. 

A  Committee  from  town  used  formerly  to  visit  a  portion  of  the  camp 
weekly,  but  have  now  discontinued  their  labours. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  which  consists  of  5  E.P.  tents  is  more  than 
ample  for  present  requirements,     A  kitchen  and  dispensary  are  attached. 

The  staff  consists  of  the  medical  officer,  dispenser,  matron,  4  probationers, 
a  cook  and  orderly.     No  other  nursing  organisation  is  employed. 

Medical  comforts  issued  during  the  month  are  as  follows  : — 


JjXIIdI  ••  ••  ••  •» 

Port  Wine    . . 

Brandy 

Rice  , . 

Tea 

Farinaceous  Foods  (assorted) 

Bovril 

Com  Flour    . . 

Candles 


30  cases. 
3      „ 

2  „ 
280  lbs. 

6    „ 
5  doz 

3  doz. 
2^  cases. 
5      „ 


tins. 


And  from  10  to  12  gallons  soup  daily. 

From  May  to  June  30th,  600  blankets  were  issued  besides  240  camp 
kettles.  Dunng  July  120  blankets  and  i;230  worth  of  clothing  was 
distributed  to  the  burghers  in  camp. 

The  Church  is  a  huge  tent  capable  of  seating  some  600  people,  and  the 
minister  is  the  Rev.  Racfloff  of  Kmgersdorp,  assisted  by  the  elders  living  in 
camp. 

The  Church  tent  is  utilized  for  school  purposes  and  there  are  200  scholars 
with  a  staff  of  6  teachers. 

Latrines  have  been  erected  and  the  bucket  system  is  in  vogue,  two 
clearances  being  made  daily.  It  is  most  difficult  to  get  the  people  to  observe 
hygienic  rules,  but  an  efficient  staff  see  that  tents,  &c.,  are  kept  clean.  The 
camp  is  swept  up  daily  and  all  rubbish  carried  to  pits  dug  for  the  purpose. 
Everything  is  done  that  is  in  any  way  conducive  to  health. 

(7925)  '        2  K 
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Refugees  arriving  are  fairly  well  provided  for  in  the  way  of  cooking 
iitensils  and  clothing,  and  those  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  have  lost  their 
goods  are  supplied  with  all  necessary  utensils. 

PoyntorCs  Store. — Messrs.  Poynton's  store  has  been  a  great  convenience 
to  the  people  who  have  been  enabled  to  purchase  clothing,  kc. 

Washing  sites  have  been  built  for.  the  convenience  of  the  women  and  have 
proved  a  great  boon  besides  being  of  great  value  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

Ovens  are  built  in  which  bread  is  cooked  for  those  who  have  no  stoves. 

The  water  supply  is  still  abundant  and  good. 

The  supplies  of  food  have  been  issued  regularly  and  the  people  obtain 
sufficient  wood  and  coal  for  all  requirements. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  state  that  all  that  can  possibly  be  done  for 
the  comfort  of  the  refugees  has  my  first  consideration. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)  P.  TOMLINSON, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Krugersdorp. 

Ist  August,  1901. 
Medical  Report. 

Hospital, — The  camp  hospital,  whicli  was  started  on  the  6th  July,  1901, 
consists  of  three  (3)  E.P.  tents  partially  equipped  and  two  unequipped,  with 
a  marquee  for  store  tent  and  a  wood  and  iron  building  of  three  small  rooms, 
one  is  the  matrons  bedroom,  another  the  dining  room  for  the  hospital  nui-ses, 
whilst  the  last  is  the  dispensary. 

Staff. — Dr.  Aymard,  District  Surgeon  of  Krugersdorp,  is  in  charge,  with 
Mrs.  Harnett  as  matron  and  Mr.  Homman  as  dispenser. 

Nurses. — There  are  five  probationei-s  chosen  from  amongst  the  camp 
messengers,  selected  from  families  in  the  camp,  these  probationers  perform  all 
the  duties  of  trained  nurses  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  matron,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  carry  out  their  duties  is  in  tTie  highest  degree 
satisfactory,  and  a  credit  to  their  intelligence  and  trainer. 

Camp  Messengers. — Four  in  number  are'  chosen  with  a  view  to  their 
eventually  taking  on  hospital  work,  and  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  Ciirrying 
out  their  duties  proves  good  training  for  their  future  positions,  they  have  to 
visit  the  tents  and  report  all  cases  of  sickness,  deliver  medical  comforts, 
food,  &c.,  and  to  note  any  cases  of  want  of  cleanliness.  It  may  be  as  well  to 
state  here,  that  from  the  commencement  of  the  epidemic  of  measles  which  has 
attacked  the  camp  in  a  particularly  virulent  form,  the  practise  of  frequent 
application  of  stimulating  liniment  and  wrapping  in  cotton  wool  has  been 
closely  observed,  with  the  most  beneficial  effects,  more  particularly  in  those 
cases  where  complications  from  acute  bronchial  pneumonia  have  manifested 
themselves,  and  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  say  that,  amongst  over  1,200  cases 
many  lives  have  been  saved  by  the  careful  and  intelligent  attention  given  by 
the  camp  messengers  to  these  two  measures.  This  plan  of  messengers  works 
so  well  that  when,  as  it  is  proposed,  their  number  is  increased,  the  system 
will  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  camp  supervision. 

In  Hospital. — Eighteen  cases  have  been  admitted  to  the  hospital  during 
the  month. 

Enteric  fever         . ,         . ,         . .         , .       3      Two   are  doing  well,  the    other    is 

causing  some  anxiety. 

Nervous  shock      . .         . .         . .         . .       1      Discharged  cured. 

Enlarged  spleen 1  „  „ 

Bright's  Disease 2  ,,  improved. 

Jaundice     . .         . .         . ,         . .         . .       1  „  cured. 

Pleurisy 2  „  „ 

Laryngitis 1  „  „ 

Bronchitis 1  „  „ 

Pneumonia 5      Two  discharged  cured ;  thi*ee  died,  two 

of  these  cases  when  admitted  were 
found  to  have  been  freely  smeared 
with  ordinary  screen  house  paiat, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
death  was  caused  by  arsenical 
poisoning. 
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Sanitation. — ^The  sanitary  arrangements,  the  bucket  system,  are  well 
oarried  out. 

I^ater.r— The  water  supply  is  good  and  abundant  and  is  obtained  from  a 
spring  outside  the  camp  grounds. 

Dispensary  Patients. — The  number  of  patients  supplied  mth  medicine 
amount  to  between  eighty  and  ninety  daily. 

(Signed)        J.  W.  AYMARD, 

M.O. 


BuRGHEB  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burlier  Camp,  Middelburg,  month  ending 

31.7.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

ChUdren. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  1.7.1901         

ArriTftls 

Births          

95 
14 

1 

i 
1 

i       115 

48 

1 

178 
842 

1,489 
140 

2,592 
455 

8,S»4 

481 

87 

Departures 

Deaths        

1,579 
109 

8,047 
168 

8,912 
515 

1 

•  • 

In  Gamp,  81.7.1901       

1,470 

«,884 

8,3'J7 

Sick 

w  Cabcp. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

We^endimr   5.    7.    01 

100 

161 

158 

98 

269 
290 
325 
824 

218 

12.     ^     „         

814 

19.     „      , 

811 

851 

I»                      ^O.           J9           ij                    ••                   ••                   ••                   ••                   ••                   •• 

Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  und  12  years 

„     12  years  and  40  years  . . 

)»     40      „        „     50      „      .  •          . ,          . ,          . .           • .          • . 

„     50      „       „    over        

11 
8 

40 
8 

18 

48 
281 

Total         

14 

48 

842 

Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

888 

8  ! 
6  j 

Enteric . .         . .         .  • 
Whoopiug  Cough 
InOuenza 
Marasmus 

6 
0 

1} 

Heart  Disease     . . 
Convulsions 
Other  Causes 

8 

19 

(7925) 


(Signed) 
2  K  2 


C.  R.  GARDNER, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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i  *."  ■        ;       '     — 

Burgher  Camp^  MiddeUburg^ 

8tJi  August^  1901* 

Report  for  July. 

The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps,  Pretoria. 
Dear  Sir, 

•  In  consequence  of  the  heavy  death  rate  during  the  month  the  work  in  • 
this  camp  has  caused  great  anxiety,  and,  whilst  I  anticipated  a  heavy  death- 
rate,  I  did  not  think  the  number  of  deaths  would  be  so  many.  The  measles 
epidemic  has  now,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  almost  run  its  course,  as  the  deaths 
for  the  past  week  will  prove,  for  I  find  that  from  Ist  inst.  to  date  there  have 
only  been  37  deaths.  Everything  possible  has  been  done  for  the  people 
during  the  epidemic.  They  do  not_  lack  medical  comforts,  a  plentiful  supply 
of  blankets,  soup,  meat,  milk,  and  other  things  necessary  for  the  sick,  but,  as 
I  have  already  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  the  neglect  and,  in  some  cases, 
refusal  of  the  majority  of  the  women,  owing  to  ignorance  and  prejudice  in 
carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  doctors  and  nurses  has  resulted  in  a  far  heavier 
,  death-rate  than  would  have  otherwise  been  the  case. 

The  removal  of  many  people  to  the  Balmoral  will  relieve  this  camp 
considerably.  Seven  hundred  have  already  been  despatched  to  that  camp. 
Fifty  tents  have  been  sent  there,  and  more  will  follow  as  soon  as  I  can  send 
about  five  or  seven  hundred  people  to  Belfast,  which  will  be  done  as  soon  as 
that  camp  is  provided  with  more  tents. 

On  the  1st  instant  there  were  7,656  people  in  this  camp.  During  the 
past  seven  days  900  have  left  for  Balmoral  and  other  camps,  leaving  me  to-day 
with  6,756,  which  I  hope  to  reduce  by  at  least  another  thousand  by  the  end 
of  this  month. 

Since  the  department  has  undertaken  its  own  buying  I  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  the  matter  of  stores,  and  can  always  depend  on  indents  being 
executed  and  stores  arriving  well  within  the  time  they  are  required. 

During  the  month  I  have  had  sanitary  pits  sunk  about  1^  miles  south  of 
camp  for  the  depositing  of  niglit  soil.  The  sanitary  cart  sent  is  a  very  good 
one,  and  the  cost  of  removal  of  night  soil  wiU  now  be  very  small  and  better 
performed. 

The  hospital  has  been  enclosed  with  firewood  poles  and  old  discarded 
barbed  wire,  and  we  find  that  by  having  gates  an  effectual  check  is  given  to  a 
lot  of  old  officious  women  who  were  constantly  trying  to  dodge  past  the  nurses 
with  a  handfiil  of  dried  peaches  or  a  bag  of  Boer  biscuits,  which  would  have 
meant  certain  death  to  some  of  the  patient>s  had  they  been  allowed  to  take 
these  things. 

With  the  near  approach  of  summer,  and  in  order  to  provide  against  any 
possible  outbreak  of  an  epidemic,  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  thin  out  my 
camp  considerably  by  the  removal  of  alternate  rows  of  tents  and  shifting 
them  to  new  ground.  This  will  necessitate  sinking  more  wells  and  ordering 
pumps  for  them. 

During  the  month  it  was  found  necessary,  for  military  reasons,  to  shift 
what  is  known  as  Ermelo  Camp,  consisting  of  213  tents,  to  another  site.  The 
change  has  been  beneficial  to  the  people  of  that  camp. 

Sanitary  Acconiniodatwii. — This  is  better  than  it  has  been  owing  to  the 
supply  of  wood  and  iron  ordered  through  the  C.R.E.  having  arrived  early  in 
the  month,  enabling  me  to  build  more  closets,  and  I  hope  by  the  end  of  this 
mouth  to  have  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  the  people. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  again  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
services  rendered  by  the  staff,  both  in  the  office  and  in  camp,  all  having 
worked  well,  enabling  me  to  discharge  my  duties  with  some  satisfaction  to 
myself. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        C.  R.  GAKDNER, 

Superintendent 
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Burgher  Camp, 
«...  Middelburg. 

Medical  Report,  July,  190 1« 

C.  R  Gardner,  Esq., 

Superintendent. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  past  month  has  shown  an  unprecedented  amount  of  sickness,  with  a 
very  high. mortality,  in  your  camp. 

Measles  and  influenza  have  been  rampant,  afiecting  several  thousands  of 
the  refugees  of  all  ages,  and,  especially  the  former,  have  ctirr ied  off  a  large 
number  of  children.  The  weather  has  been  exceptionally  trying — the  days 
hot  and  the  nights  very  cold — the  fall  in  temperature  varying  from  30°  to  50° 
within  a  very  few  hours.  The  greater  number  of  deaths  have  occurred 
amongst  the  latest  arrivals  at  your  camp,  who  have  come  in  in  a  broken-down 
state  of  health ;  the  greater  number  of  the  occupants  of  your  camp  are  from  a 
class  who  are  anything  but  resourceful,  are  careless  and  very  ignorant  of  the 
most  rudimentary  rules  in  connection  with  the  care  of  the  sick.  Influenza 
attacking  those  scarcely  convalescent  from  measles  has  carried  off  a  consider- 
-Able  number. 

Those  who  have  been  longest  in  your  camp  have  shown  a  higher 
resistance  in  these  epidemics-,  those  w^ho  were  the  last  to  arrive  showing  the 
lowest. 

Owii^g  to  the  contagiousness  of  the  disease  it  was  not  advisable  to  admit 
-cases  suffering  from  measles  into  hospital,  but  almost  all  the  admissions  during 
July  were  suffering  from  the  results  of  the  disease,  various  lung  affections, 
marasmus,  diarrhoea,  and  cancrum  oris.  (2)  Hospital  admissions  dui'ing 
July,  69 ;  of  these  23  died :—  "  ^ ' 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  &c.  • .  . .  10 

Influenza          . .          •  •  . .  •  •  6 

Enteric  fever  ..          .,  ..  ..  6 

Cancrum  oris  . .          . .  • .  . .  1 

19  Discharged,  recovered^ 

27  still  remain  under  treatment. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  great  improvement  in  the  sanitary  state  of 
your  camp,  the  arrival  of  wood  and  iron  enaoling  the  demand  for  several  more 
latrines  to  be  met  with  great  advantage.  The  removal  of  the  Ermelo  division 
to  higher  and  cleaner  ground  has  been  followed  by  a  healthier  state  of  the 
occupants.  I  have  received  also  an  exhaustive  anaJysis  of  the  water  from  the 
various  wells  you  have  sunk  for  the  use  of  your  camp,  which  shows  the  water 
to  be  of  very  good  quality. 

Mortality  Statistics  for  Julv. 


Age. 

Number  of  deaths. 

I  inoiith  aiul  under  . . 

1  „      to  1  year 

2  years  to  10  years 

11      n      M  20     ., 

21      „      ,.  30    „ 

31      „      „  40     „ 

Over  40  years 

21 
127 
198 

3H 

13 
«j 

10 

Tota!          

413 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Measles . , 

Influenza 

Diarrhoea,  dysentery,  &c. 

Enteric  fever    . , 

Marasmus,  debility,  strophy,  kc. 

Heart  disease    . . 

Convulsions       . .  . . 

Bright's  disease  . .  .  r 

Senility . . 


384 
35 
11 

8 
8 
7 
4 
S 
3 

413 


Deaths  from  measles  due  to : 


Capiliary  bronchitis  anc 

Diarrhoea 

Marasmus 

1  broncl 

lo-pneumonia. 

287 

9 

18 

Croup     . . 
Acute  nephiitis 
Cancrurn  oris 

9 
5 
3 

Convulsions 

2 

Pleurisv..  • 

I 

334 


Deaths  from  influenza  due  to : — 

Pneumonia 
Pyrexia . . 
Syncope. . 
Not  notified 


11 
5 

2 
17 

35 


Yours,  very  truly. 


(Signed)        H.  A.  SPENCER, 

M.O. 


BuRQBER  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Mafeking,  Month  ending 

31.7.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

ChadreD. 

In  Camp,  1.7.1901          

Arrivals 

Births          

325 
411 

332 
1,014 

1,196 

39^; 

11 

736 
49 

1,336 

48 

1,600 
60 

Departures 

Deaths         . . 

1 

47 
1 

53 
7 

•• 

In  Camp  31.7.1901       

687 

1,288 

1.540 
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Sick  in  Gamf. 


Weekending  5.    7.    01 
»t  **•    »i     ft 

>»  2^«     »»       If 


Men. 


4 
6 

10 
18 


Women. 


18 
IS 
16 
82 


GhiMreii. 


8 

19 

115 


Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  montii 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

„      12    „      „    40     „        

„      50    „      „    over          

1 

1 

2 

1 
4 

Total 

1       1        1 

1 

7 

NuHRSB  OF  Deaths,  undeb  Heads  of  Causes. 


A&easles      .  • 

DiarrhcBa 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 
Enteric 


Whooping  Cough 
Influenza 
Marasmus 
Heail;  Disease  .  • 


Croup 
Convulsions 
Weakness 
General  Debility  •  • 


a 

1 
1 
1 


(Sgd.)        B.  L.  McCOWAT, 

Gamp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Ma/eking, 

1st  August^  1901. 
To  the 

General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Gamps,  Pretoria. 

Beport  for  the  Month  of  July. 

Rations. — During  the  month  the  average  daily  issue  of  rations  has  been 
to  men,  women,  and  cnildren,  2,114. 

Food  Ripply. — The  food  supply  for  the  month  has  continued  good,  but 
the  fresh  meat  now  obtainable  is  very  poor  indeed,  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is 
winter  time  and  grazing  for  sheep  round  about  this  part  of  the  country  is 
very  bad. 

Climate. — The  climate  here  has  been  anything  but  favourable  for  the 
people  owing  to  the  high  winds,  which,  combined  with  the  dusty  nature  of 
the  camp  soil,  accounts  for  the  many  cases  of  colds  and  bronchitis,  which  I 
hope  will,  to  a  large  extent,  disappear  during  the  ensuing  month,  and  more 
particularly  so,  should  we  be  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  few  days'  rain. 

i)ca</w.— The  number  of  deaths  for  the  month  is  as  follows,  namely : — 

Men    . .         . .         , ,  » .,         , ,         ..         1 

Women         . .         . .         . .  , .         1 

ChUdren        7 
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Arrivals. — On  the  15th  instant  1  received  1,590  refugees,  and  althougk 
the  notice  of  their  arrival  was  shoi-t  and  the  diflSculty  of  obtaining  tenta 
extreme,  still,  I  managed  to  cope  with  the  difficulty  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, had  them  all  housed  in  tents  within  a  few  days  after  arrivaL 
Together^  with  the  foregoing,  I  received  into  camp  228  other  refugees,  making^ 
a  tot^i  of;  1,818  for  the  month.  . 

Departures. — During  the  month  148  people  left  this  camp,  many  of  them 
having  obtained  employment,  and  others  to  reside  in  other  camps  where  their 
families  a^e. 

—  Hospital. — In  my  last  report  I  wrote  you  in  connection  with  the  further 
extension  of  the  hospital,  and  since  then  have  airanged  for  timber  and  canvas, 
not  only  to  increase  the  size  of  the  women's  ward,  but  also  to  provide  at  least 
one  ward  of  similar  description  for  men. 

At  present  the  men  are  treated  in  the  marquees,  but  as  the  dust  storms^ 
here  are  very  severe,  it  will  be  a  great  improvement  to  move  them  into  the 
above,  not  only  on  account  of  the  dust,  but  in  every  other  way. 

Other  improvements  of  minor  importance  are  being  dealt  with,  so  that  as 
soon  as  the  material  arrives,  the  whole  will  be  carried  out  as  expeditiously  a& 
possible. 

Clothing. — On  a  previous  occasion  I  mentioned  that  many  of  the  people 
now  arriving  were,  to  a  large  extent,  very  short  of  clothing ;  in  fact  many  of 
them  only  possessing  what  they  stood  in.  To  provide  for  the  really  destitute, 
I  have  purchased  locally  a  quantity  of  material  snitable  for  the  requirements 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  which,  on  its  arrival,  will  be  immediately  given 
to  the  most  pressing  cases.  This  will  enable  me  during  the  ensuing  month  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  requirements  of  the  camp,  and  then  be  able  to  meet 
aU  cases  of  necessity. 

Wood  Supply. — The  wood  «upply  for  the  month  has  unfortunately  been 
very  short,  and  due  to  two  causes.  First,  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  railway 
transport  from  Ootsi,  where  the  wood  is  received  from ;  and  secondly,  on 
account  of  a  commando  of  Boers,  under  CeUiers,  who  not  otily  raided  the 
station,  but  burnt  a  great  deal  of  the  wood  lying  there,  which  was  ready  for 
transport  to  this  camp.  I  hope,  however,  by  the  time  this  reaches  you,^ 
transport  arrangements  will  again  be  in  working  order,  and  the  difficulty,, 
which  is  only  a  temporary  one,  overcome. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        L.  McCOWAT, 

Superintendent. 


Monthly  Report  for  July,  1901,  on  the  State  of  Health  of  the  B.R.C. 

in  Mafeking. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  was,  from  the  1st  to  the  15th,  about  2,000  ; 
from  the  15th  inst.  to  the  end  of  the  month,  about  3,600. 

1.  Of  these  were  attended  : — 

In  the  hospital     , .         . .  14 

In  their  tents       . ,         . ,        142  (extending  over  an  area  of  one  mile). 

Ambulance  . .         . .     1,002  (at  the  doctor's  consulting  rooms). 

2.  The  cases  were : — 

(a)  Influenza  and  bronchitis  (about) 500 

Complication  of  pneumonia  and  pleuritic  . .         . ,       26  (incl.  hospital). 

(6)  Enteric  catarrh,  with  slight  symptoms  of  dysentery     800 
(Wany  suffering  of  (a)  and  (b)  in  the  same  time.) 
Complications,  severer  symptoms  of  dysenteric  . .         5 

(c)  Malarid  .,       28  (    „        „       ). 

(d)  Typhoid    ..    15  (  ;:    ;;   j. 

{e)  Croup 5  (4  of  them  died). 

(Those  that  fell  sick  and  recovered  during  July  excluded.) 

There  were,  besides,  a  great  number,  of   conjunctivitis   and   laryngitis,, 
owing  to  the  lime-dust  at  Mafeking. 
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3.  The  percentage  : — 


per<»nt. 

Men,  about 15 

Women,  about 29 

Children  under  12  years  •  •         . .         56 


4.  Deaths : — 


Children  (under  12  years)         . .  2    Croup. 

Men         . .         . .         •  •         .  •  1    P&enmonia  and  fever. 

Women 1    Typhus  hemorrhage. 

Genjqbax.  Remarks. 

The  state  of  health  of  the  B.RC.  was  not  very  satisfactory  this 
month,  owing  to  an  outbreak  of  influenza  and  enterie  catarrh,  especially 
amongst  children ;  the  daily  ambulance  increased  to  the  number  of  100, 
and  daily  visits  to  20  (besides  hospital  work). 

Assistance  of  another  doctor  was  asked  for  and  granted.  StiU  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  get  local  assistance  till  his  arrival. 

Owing  to  the  lime-dust  and  wind  storms  the  percentage  of  complications 
with  pneumonia  and  pleuritic  was  veiy  great. 

After  the  arrival  of  pumps  and  cleaning  of  wells,  and  dispensing  of  milk 
to  children,  the  dysentery  and  enteric  catarrh  subsided,  and  a  big  number  of 
eye  sores  (conjimctivitis  and  plepharitis),  most  of  them  get  all  right  after 
being  treated,  but  come  on  pretty  quick  after  every  dust  storm.  I  would 
propose  watering  carts. 

There  is  one  satisfactory  feature,  and  that  is  the  small  rate  of  death, 
considering  the  outbreak  of  so  many  and  severe  cases.  I  think  that  is' 
owing  to  the  quick  sanitary  measures  (pumps,  cleaning  of  wells,  milk,  boiling 
of  wat^r,  and  the  cleanliness  of  the  camp). 

Dispensary. — We  dispensed  about  1,200  medicines,  out  of  which  only 
about  160  have  been  prescribed  and  made  up  in  town  (most  of  them  at 
beginning  of  the  month).  About  the  9th  I  got  a  helpmate,  a  chemist  (Red 
Cross  man),  one  of  the  refugees,  and  a  small  stock  of  medicines,  and  we 
dispensed  by  ourselves.  Later,  I  got  a  bigger  stock  from  Lennon  and  Co., 
prices  wholesale  by  catalogue  plus  10  per  cent.,  which  I  consider  very  cheap, 
as  railage  and  packing,  etc.,  are  pretty  high.  Reckoning  every  prescription 
in  former  months  to  average  35.  6d.,  the  account  this  month  would  be  over 
two  thousand  pounds.  For  a  much  smaller  sum  we  got  supplies  for  nearly 
six  months,  so  that  our  monthly  accounts,  from  September  up  (there  is  a  fresh 
supply  coming  up — drugs  that  were  not  here  in  sufficient  quantities),  will 
hardly  exceed  £10  a  month. 

J.   Z.   KAUFMANN, 

M.D.  Vienna,  M.O.,  B.RC. 
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BuBOHEB  Camps  Depturtaient. 


Statistical  Retubn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Nylstroom,  Month  ending 

3l8t  July,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

GkUdran. 

In  Camp,  1.7.1901        

Arrivals 

Births 

•  • 
52 

•  • 
165 

268 
7 

148 
52 

878 
165 

559 
270 

' 

7 
2 

8 
1 

5 
38 

Departaiies  . . 

Deaths        

200 
9 

543 
4 

829 
88 

■  • 

•  • 

•• 

In  Camp,  81.7.1901       

191 

589 

791 

SlOK  IN  CaHP. 


Week  endiojj:   5.     7. 

01 

12.    „ 

11 

19.    „ 

ii 

26.     „ 

W 

Men. 


6 
11 
11 


Women. 


5 

2 

19 

20 


ChildraL 


20 
13 
58 
74 


Deaths. 


Under  1  month     . . 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    . 

„  1  year  and  12  years  . 

„        12  years  and  40  years. 

»»        40      ,,       „    50      „    , 


50 


over 


Total 


Men.      Women.  |  Children. 


— 

— 

2 

6 

25 

I 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

88 

Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles      ..         .. 
Oastro  Enteritis     •  • 
Convulsions 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 


19 
2 
1 

7 


Enteric . . 
Influenza 
Marasmus 
Heart  Disease . 


Diphtheria 
Malai-ia  . . 
Nasal  Catarrh 


(Signed)  H.  COOKE, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Nylstroom, 

I2th  August,  1901 
General  Superintendent, 

Pretoria.       

July  Report. 

Arrangements  for  nursing  the  sick  have  received  every  attention.  Th^ 
medical  officer  visits  all  cases  of  sickness  in  camp  reported  to  him  daily ;  and 
those  able  to  visit  the  dispensary,  between  9  and  11  a.m.,  are  attended  to. 

The  hospital  is  in  charge  of  a  trained  matron,  and  she  has  three  refugee 
probationers,  one  for  day  and  two  for  night  duty. 

There  is  a  qualified  dispenser  who  makes  up  all  prescriptions  and  issues 
medical  comforts  as  ordered  by  the  doctor.  The  fi:'ee  issue  of  condensed  milk 
for  cases  of  sickness  and  young  children  is  also  carefully  attended  to. 

The  water  is  boiled  at  the  dispensary,  and  the  milk  mixed  under  the 
direction  of  the  medical  officer.  There  is  also  a  camp  matron,  who  has  four 
assistants,  who  visit  the  camp  and  attend  to  the  wants  and  welfare  of  the 
people. 

Clothing  has  been  distributed  to  deserving  cases,  and  blankets  given  to 
those  in  need. 

Two  or  three  of  the  burghers  have  also  been  assisting  in  reporting  cases 
of  sickness  and  distributing  free  gifts  of  clothing  received  from  various  sources. 
There  is  hospital  accommodation  for  thirteen  beds,  and  owing  to  the  outbreak  of 
measles,  which  appears  to  be  of  a  virulent  form,  further  facilities  are  in  course 
of  preparation  to  cope  with  any  increase  of  serious  illness. 

A  return  of  medical  comforts  has  been  posted,  which  gives  a  complete  list 
of  issues  for  the  month,  and  from  which  you  will  observe  that  all  issues  have 
been  made  on  a  liberal  scale. 

Churches, — There  are  three  available,  but  no  spiritual  advisers  are  in 
camp.     This  matter,  however,  is  receiving  attention. 

Schools. — Arrangements  are  in  progress  for  starting  a  school  in  one  of  the 
^churches,  and  I  hope  to  see  it  in  working  order  at  an  early  date. 

Sanitation. — The  bucket  system  is  in  fiiU  working  order,  and  all  night- 
soil  is  removed,  and  closets  washed  and  cleaned,  chloride  of  lime  being  fireely 
used.  * 

Arrivals  in  Camp. — As  a  general  rule  the  women  and  children  are  badly 
clothed,  and  arrive  in  a  dirty  condition ;  this  particularly  applies  to  those 
brought  in  by  cx)lunms  whose  husbands  are  still  on  commando,  or  are  taken 
prisoners  in  the  laagers. 

PoyntoiiS  Store. — Opened  on  the  15th  ultimo,  and  about  £650  was  spent 
in  cash  by  refugees  up  to  the  31st  ultimo,  in  purchases  of  clothing  and 
groceries. 

Wood  Cutting. — Is  progressing,  and  a  large  percentage  of  the  men 
engaged  at  two  shillings  per  diem  on  this  work.  During  the  month  sixty 
.trucks  were  despatched,  out  of  which  fifty-eight  trucks  of  fire- wood  went  to 
other  camps. 

(Signed)        HENRY  CO9KE, 

Superintendent. 
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BuBGHER  Camps  Departm^it. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Pietersburg.  Month  ending 

31.7.1901. 


In  Camp,  1.7.1901 
AttiVbIb 
fiirths 


Departures . 
Deaths 


lo  Camp,  31.7.01 


! 
Men.     Women.  Children.     Men.      Women.  Children. 


138 


198  237 

—  11 


i 

'        99    1 
18    1 

84 
17 

126 

78 

873  982        1,290 


138  198 


894 


248 


1,011        1,180        lr^38 
117  101     ;      2<»4 


1,079        1,334 


Sick  m  Camp. 


5, 

7. 

01          

Men. 

Women. 

Ghildiai. 

Week  ending 

127 

132 

155 

i> 

12. 

91 

„                     ..                  ••                   ••                  ..                   ••                   .. 

102 

128 

162 

w 

19. 

1> 

„                     •«                  ..                   ••                   ••                  ••                  .. 

127 

149 

175 

» 

26. 

« 

„                     ..                  ..                  ••                  ••                   ..                   .. 

120 

157 

275 

Deaths. 


Under  1  month    . ,         . .       •: 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    . 

„         1  year  and  12  years  . 

„        1 2  years  and  40  years 

„        40      „       „   50 

50      „       „   over 


Total 


Men. 

Women. 

Gluldren. 

^^ 

1            ,^^ 

3 



\            

18 

— 

1 

57 

13 

14 

— 

1          2 

1           1 

._ 

8 

1          2 

— 

18 

'        17 

T« 

Number  of  Deaths  undeb  Heads  of  Causes. 


MeasI  es— Diarrhoea 
„  Convulsions 

„  Croup     . . 

Diarrhoea    . . 
Measles 
Dysentery  . . 
M  easles—  Pneumonia 
Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 
Measles        „  „ 

Malnutrition  .  • 


2   I 

2  I 

3  ! 
1 

3  I 

34 

6 

24 

1 


Enteric . . 

Chronic       Nephritis— 

Anasarca. 
Whooping  Cough   •    . . 
Morbus  Cordis— dropsy 
Influenza— Pneumonia 
Enterids 
Marasmus 

Congenital  Debility     . . 
Den titicm— Diarrhoea  .. 


1 
2 
1 
4 
i     9 


Heart  Disease     . .  . . ,  — 

Morbus  Cordis— Cardiac  1 

Failure. 

Malaria— Debility  . .  10 

„         Exhaustion  . .  |  3 

„         Diarrhoea  . . ;  1 

„         Pneumonia  . .  <  3 

„         Phthisis  ...  1 


(Signed)        J.  E.  TUCKER, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Pietersburg, 

nst  July,  190K 

Monthly  Report. 

General. — This  camp  is  situated  about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Pieters- 
burg,  between  the  I'ailway  line  and  the  Sand  River,  on  a  gentle  slope.  There 
are  no  buQdings  on  the  spot,  so  that  the  whole  camp  is  made  up  of  tents, 
pitched  in  rows,  with  sutficient  space  between  each  tent  for  fire-places,  and 
with  room  for  vehicular  traffic  between  rows.  There  are  700  Dell  tents, 
50  very  large  marquees,  25  medium-sized  marquees,  and  9  E.P.  tents. 

Water. — ^The  wa^er  supply  continues  good  in  Sand  River,  and  precautions 
are  taken  against  it  being  polluted  in  any  way  above  the  camp.  Four  wagons 
loaded  with  casks  are  kept  at  work,  carrying  water  to  the  tanks  in  camp, 
which  are  placed  in  convenient  places  for  distributing  purposes.  All  the 
camp  washmg  is  done  at  the  stream,  at  a  place  below  where  the  water  is 
pumped. 

Fttel. — Coal  is  supplied  regularly  from  the  Springs  Collieries,  and  is 
distributed  to  all  inmates  along  with  some  wood.  A  convoy  of  bui'gber 
wagons  is  sent  out  from  this  camp  once  a  week,  a  distance  of  15  miles,  to 
fetch  wood  for  fuel. 

Sanitary. — Two  large  latrines  have  been  added  during  the  month, 
making  the  total  number  18.  These  are  cleaned  out  twice  a  day  and 
disinfected,  and  occasionally,  when  necessary,  fresh  river  sand  is  spread  on 
the  floors.  The  night  soil  is  carted  off  in  casks  on  wagons,  and  deposited 
a  long  way  from  camp,  in  trenches  which  are  covered  in,  and  fresh  ones  made 
as  required.  Ash  and  other  camp  refrise  are  carted  away  daily,  after  being 
swept  up  into  heaps  from  between  the  tents. 

Food. — The  supply  of  food  has  been  good  and  sufficient.  The  meat  is 
not  80  fat  as  it  was,  owing  to  the  grazing  for  stock  being  so  bad  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  but  only  healthy  stock  has  been  slaughtered. 

Hospital. — Five  E.P.  tents  are  used  for  hospital  purposes,  in  which  there 
are  23  beds  in  use.  The  matron  is  in  charge,  and  is  assisted  by  an  assistant 
matron,  two  male  reftigees,  and  two  natives.  The  washing  is  done  by  two 
coloured  women.  Large  quantities  of  soup  are  made  every  day,  and  distributed 
to  people  requiring  nourishment. 

visiting  Nurses. — The  camp  is  divided  into  sections,  and  a  nurse  has 
been  appointed  from  among  the  reftigees  for  each  section.  It  is  the  duty  of 
these  nurses  to  visit  each  tent  in  their  respective  sections  every  day,  ana  to 
enforce  cleanliness,  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  inmat.es,  and  report  cases  of 
sickness  to  the  medical  officer.  There  are  five  men  continually  employed, 
seeing  that  the  surroundings  of  the  tents  and  the  streets  are  kept  clean. 

Chemist. — The  dispenser  attends  to  the  doctor's  prescriptions,  and  issues 
milk  to  all  childreil  and  invalids  who  have  orders  to  receive  it. 

Treatment  of  Sick. — The  doctor  attends  every  morning  at  his  office  to 
examine  cases  and  receive  messages,  and  also  the  reports  of  the  visiting 
nurses.     The  remainder  of  his  day  is  spent  visiting  patients. 

Local  Committees. — There  are  uo  local  committees  visiting  in  this  camp, 
-as  the  residents  of  Pietersburg  are  absent.  Thus  all  the  work  of  visiting  and 
attending  the  sick  and  needy  is  done  by  the  staff  and  their  assistants. 

Medical  Comforts. — These  consist  of  pearl  barley,  maizena,  milk,  meat 
extracts,  brandy,  port  wine,  arrowroot,  rice,  butter,  tea,  jam,  cornflour,  quaker 
oats,  &c.,  and  are  issued  on  the  doctor's  orders  to  invalids,  children,  ana  aged 
persons.  Soap  and  candles  are  issued  to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  purchase 
these  necessities. 

Blankets. — A  large  number  of  blankets  have  been  issued  to  people 
requiring  them.  People  invariably  arrive  here  insufficiently  provided  in  this 
respect. 

Clothiifig. — Many  people  are  very  badly  off  for  clothing,  and  unable  to 

Eurchase  any,  but  a  good  many  have  now  been  provided  for  by  societies  and 
y  this  departnrent.      The  articles   supplied  are   flannelette,  calico,  prints, 
merino,  shirting,  cottonade,  stockings,  shoes,  and  men's  clothing. 

Public  Worship. — The  Rev,  Mr.  Kriel  conducts  public  worship  on 
Sundays,  in  a  large  marquee,  and  visits  daily  among  the  people. 
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School. — Mr.  J.  J.  Scott,  an  inmate  of  this  camp,  has  started  a  school  in 
a  large  oaarquee,  with  120  scholars,  but  there  are  many  more  children  ready 
to  attend  when  more  accommodation  is  ready  for  them. 

Condition  of  Arrivals.-rPeojile  arriving  from  the  Low  Country  are 
invariably  suffering  from  malaria,  and  are  usually  without  clothing,  blankets, 
or  oodking  utensils.  One  party  that  arrived  this  month  brought  m  a  corpse, 
and  they  had  buried  eight  persons  on  the  way.  Of  the  same  party  threte 
have  died  since  arrival,  as  they  were  too  weak  to  recover  in  spite  of  every 
attention. 

Poynton  Bros. — Since  this  firm  opened  their  shop  in  camp  they  have 
sold  everything  as  fast  as  it  could  be  served.  This  is  principally  owing  to  the 
feet  that  people  in  this  part  of  the  country  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing  any  shopping  for  a  long  time  past. 

Stock. — The  burghers  here  have  about  5,000  cattle,  3,000  sheep,  and 
1,200  donkeys.  Thege  are  herded  in  the  vicinity  of  the  camp,  and  an  armed 
cattle  ^uard  patrols  the  outskirts  of  the  grazing  ground. 

Coloured  Burghers. — Commandant  Suys  with  his  party  are  located  near 
the  main  camp,  and  live  in  their  own  covered  wagons  and  two  large 
marquees. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths. has  been  18  men,  17  women,  and 
78  children.  The  reason  of  the  rise  of  the  death  rate  is  that  an  epidemic  of 
measles  set  in  about  the  middle  of  last  month,  and  a  sudden  change  in  the 
weather  a  week  ago,  caused  a  large  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis.     The  doctor's  report  attached  deals  fully  with  this  subject. 

Births. — There  have  been  1 1  births  in  camp  during  the  month. 

Desertion. — There  have  been  no  cases  of  desertion  from  this  camp. 

Registration. — In  the  absence  of  a  magistrate  in  Pietersburg,  the 
registration  of  births  and  deaths  is  being  done  in  this  office. 

Militarff. — Thanks  are  due  to  the  military  authorities  of  Pietersburg 
for  the  cheerful  assistance  constantly  rendered  in  the  interests  of  this  camp 
in  all  matters  requiring  their  co-operation. 

Staff. — The  members  of  the  staff  continue  to  do  their  work  cheerfully^ 
and  are  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  do  it  efficiently. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)    J.   E.  TUCKER, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Pietersburg, 

.  31st  July,  1901. 

Medical  Report. 

During  the  past  month  the  weather  has  been  severe,  warm  .during  the 
day,  and  very  cold  at  night,  and  on  several  occasions  strong  winds  and  dust 
storms,  necessitating  the  complete  closing  of  the  tents  for  the  whole  day,  and 
consequent  vitiation  of  the  air  in  the  tent.  Malaria  has  decreased  very 
considerably,  the  attacks  being  fewer  and  milder,  the  deaths  recorded  as 
occurring  therefrom  being  persons  so  debilitated  by  it  that  recovery  could  not 
be  expected. 

Influenza  has  also  been  prevalent,  but  the  attacks  have  been  mild, 
although  two  deaths  are  recorded  from  it,  pneumonia  supervening. 

As  I  mentioned   in   my  last   report,  we   had   several   (seven)  cases   of 
measles,  and  I  was   fearing  an   epidemic.     I  regret  to  say  my  fears  were 
realised,  as  we  have  had  a  very  severe  epidemic,  which  still  continues,  but  I 
am  in  hopes  that  it  has  reached  high- water  mark,  and  after  a  short  period 
will  conunence  to  gradually  decline. 

For  the  first  month  (that  is  including  part  of  last  month)  the  meades 
were  of  a  mild  type  and  no  deaths  occurred  until  the  14th  July,  then 
gradually  the  type  assumed  a  more  severe  form,  followed  by  chest  compli- 
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cations  until  the  26th  inst.,  when  we  had  one  of  the  dust  storms  and  severe 
cold  above  alluded  to,  when  a  sudden  rise  in  the  mortality  took  place  and  has 
kept  up  until  the  present  time.  The  heavy  mortality  may  be  attributed  to 
virious  causes,  viz. : — 

Climate. — The  extremes  of  temperature  experienced  here  between  the 
heat  of  mid-day  and  cold  of  night  renders  chest  .complications  a  certainty. 

Condition  and  Habits  of  the  People. — The  condition  of  the  people 
arriving  in  camp  was  bad,  and  when  the  measles*  came  they  had  not  recovered 
J&om  the  debilitating  effects  of  the  malaria  and  the  privation  they  had 
endured.  As  an  idea  of  their  condition  one  of  many  instances  might  oe 
mentioned.  A  party  arrived  here  out  of  the  fever  districts  where  they  had 
been  for  some  months.  During  their  residence  there,  a  period  of  three  months, 
eight  of  them  had  died,  one  was  brought  dead  into  camp,  and  so  debilitated 
and  fever  stricken  were  the  others  that  since  then  three  have  died,  and 
several  others  in  so  precarious  a  condition  that  I  do  not  expect  their  recovery. 
The  original  number  of  the  party  was  23  persons. 

Want  of  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of  parents  and  patients  themselves. 
Mothers  taking  their  children  out  or  allowing  them  out  sufiering  with  measles, 
and  where  adults  have  gone  out  despite  the  waminga  I  gave  them.  Want  of 
cleanliness,  and  improper  treatment. 

From  my  experience  here,  and  previously  in  the  colony  during  an 
epidemic  of  measles,  I  found  it  an  article  of  faith  with  the  Boer,  that  water 
applied  to  the  patient,  unless  as  a  drink,  is  absolutely  fatal,  and  especially  in 
the  form  of  a  poultice,  and  as  the  sequelae  of  the  present  epidemic  was  practi- 
c^y  all  bronchial  affections,  the  very  necessary  use  of  a  poultice  was  neglected, 
or  only  applied  slipshod,  and  to  have  supervised  their  application  would  have 
required  a  staff  almost  equal  to  the  number  of  sick  families  in  the  camp. 
Another  diflSculty  to  deal  with  was  the  medicine  and  dieting. 

With  regard  to  medical  treatment,  each  and  every  one  had  their  own 
particular  treatment,  and  from  the  filthy  decoction  of  goat  droppings  in  oil, 
and  all  the  ordinary  Dutch  remedies,  as  well  as  a  liberal  supply  &om  our 
"  Apotheek,"  all  had  a  turn. 

Then  in  dieting,  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to  have  one's  instructions 
carried  out,  although  we  supplied  comforts  in  the  shape  of  brandy,  port  wine, 
milk,  maizena,  &c.,  and  soup  from  hospital  Still  the  most  unsuitable  things 
were  given,  as  for  example,  Chinese  figs  and  sardines  in  a  case  of  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea. 

The  water  supply  is  good  and  sufficient. 

The  sanitary  work,  although  a  somewhat  difficult  problem,  has  gone  on 
satisfactorily. 

Statistics  of  sickness,  deaths,  and  births  have  already  been  forwarded. 

(Signed)     DANIEL  HENDERSON, 

Medical  Officer. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  P'C'Stroom,   Month  ending 

31.7.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Mei). 

Women. 

Children. 

Ill  Cam^,  1.7.1901 

Arrivuls 

Krths         

944 
148 

2,350 
313 

2,771 

747 

8 

1,092 
10 

2,668 
18 

3,526 
10Q 

Departures 

Deaths        

4 
6 

18 

109 

•  • 

•  • 

*  • 

lu.  Camp,  31.7.1901       

1,082 

2,645 

3,417 
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SiOK  DC  Gamp. 

ireiu 

Men. 

W(»nen. 

ChiU 

Weekending    5.    7.    01 

91                       19.         ,)          f) 

99                 26.       „        „ 

1 
8 
8 
6 

27 
39 
40 
42 

155 

•  • 

•• 

134 
116 

75 

Deaths. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

TTndfir  1  month                  .  « 

8 
3 

12 
2 

4 

3 

Between  1  month  and  1  yea: 

„        1  year  and  12  3'ear 

„        12  years  and  40  ye 

40      „       „    50    , 

„        50      „       „    over 

r 

11 

8        • 

95 

ars 

... 

•  • 

..                 ••^            ••                 .. 

■  • 



Total 

6 

18 

109 

NUMBKB 

OF  Deaths,  under  Heads  of 

CAnsEs. 

Measles       .  •         . . 
Diarrhoea     . . 
Convnlsions 

Fever          

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 
Enteric        

58 

2 

10 
9 

,27 
|10 

Perimetitis 

Gastric  Enteric. . 

Influenza 

Ulceratur  Stomatitis   . . 

Marasmus 

Cough  and  Pain  inChest 

1 
4 
2 
2 

1 

Metallic  Poisoning 

Heart  Disease     . . 

Croup 

Middle  Cure  Decease     . . 

Acute  Pulmonary  Tuberde 

Tabus  Mesenterius 

1 

1 
1 

1 

(Signed)        J.  SW 

TAKF, 
Camp  Superinter 

p,  Potchefstroom, 
7th  August, 

ident. 

Burgher 
Report  for  July,  19 

Cam 
01. 

1901. 

Health  of  Camp. — During  the  month  there  has  been  a  very  severe 
epidemic  of  measles,  but  this  I  am  glad  to  say  has  now  run  its  course,  the  few 
remaining  cases  being  confined  to  new  arrivals.  With  the  exception  of  these 
the  health  of  the  camp  is  normal. 

Clothing. — A  large  quantity  of  clothing  has  been  issued  this  month,  and 
this  has,  with  few  exceptions  been  all  given  to  convalescents  on  the  doctors* 
orders.  The  amount  expended  under  this  heading  was  £400,  but  I  think 
this  sum  will  be  considerably  exceeded  this  month. 

Soup  Kitchen. — ^Early  in  the  month  a  soup  kitchen  was  opened  and  has 
been  a  great  success.  Quantities  of  soup,  milk  and  other  nourishing  foods 
have  been  issued,  the  camp  nurses  seeing  to  the  distributing.  The  cooking  is 
done  under  the  supervision  of  a  lady  who  resides  in  the  town. 

Food  Supplies. — The  food  generally  continues  to  be  of  excellent  quality 
and  supplies  come  regidarly  to  hand.  The  new  ration  of  rice  will  be  issuea 
for  the  first  time  next  Monday.  The  meat  is  still  very  poor,  and  there  will  be 
no  improvement  for  some  time  to  come.  It  will  soon  become  necessary  ta 
issue  tinned  meat,  but  this  will  not  be  done  if  it  can  be  avoided. 
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Fuel. — I  have  been  fortunate  in  obtaining  about  1 00  tons  of  fire-wood 
and  this  will  enable  me  to  supply  the  camp  for  a  considerable  time. 

Transport. — This  is  suflScient  for  all  present  needs  of  the  camp,  but  it 
has  been  necessary  to  feed  the  animals,  as  there  is  absolutely  no  pasturage. 
The  railitaiy  authorities  have  promised  to  assist  with  transport  in  riJmoving 
the  camp  to  the  new  site  which  has  been  finally  decided  upon.  Preparations 
are  already  being  made  for  the  removal  of  the  camp,  and  I  hope  this  will  have 
been  effected  by  the  end  of  the  present  month. 

Schools. — ^There  is  a  very  marked  improvement  in  the  attendance  at  the 
schools,  and  it  has  become  necessary  to  obtain  additional  accommodation. 
The  children  show  a  good  spirit,  and  appear  to  be  very  anxious  to  learn. 
The  teachers  express  themselves  as  being  very  well  pleased  with  the  progress 
made  by  their  young  charges. 

Hospital. — This  has  l^een  full  nearly  all  the  month  and  the  staff  has  been 
worked  very  hard,  but  all  ranks  have  responded  most  loyally  to  the  call  of 
the  sick  and  need3\  With  the  advent  of  the  warm  weather  i  hope  there  will 
be  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital. 

Genei^al. — The  general  tone  of  the  camp  is  brighter  and  more  cheerful, 
and  the  refiagees,  taken  as  a  whole,  appear  to  be  more  contented.  This  feeling 
is  probably  occasioned  by  the  milder  weather  which  has  lately  been 
experienced. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  J.  SWART, 

Superintendent, 


Poichefshvom, 

lOth  August,  1901. 
The  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camp. 
Sir, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  health  of  the  Boer  refugees 
during  the  month  of  July  shows  a  marked  improvement  to  that  of  the 
previous  month,  and  the  rate  of  mortality  has  considerably  diminished. 
There  are  at  the  present  time  a  very  few  cases  of  measles,  and  with  the 
advent  of  warmer  weather  the  disease  is  showing  itself  in  a  milder  form  and 
with  far  less  lung  complications. 

There  are  but  very  few  cases  of  enteric,  and  diarrhoea  and  dysentery 
amongst  the  children  has  greatly  decreased. 

Most  of  the  patients  in  hospital  are  convalescent,  and  half  the  beds  are 
empty,  which  also  shows  a  marked  improvement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Yours  obediently, 

(Signed)  THOS.  DIXON, 

M.O. 
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BuEGHER  Camps  Department. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Standerton,  Month  ending 

31.7.1901. 


In  Camp  1.7.01  .. 
Arrivals 
Births 


Departures . 
Deaths 


In  Camp  31.7.01 


Mei).    I  Women.  Children. 


Men.     I  Women.  Children. 


670        1,124 
74  161 


149 
4 


1,860     I 
179 
7 


161  233 

9     I        23 


153 


591 


744     !    1,285        1,546 


170 


1,115 


256 


1,290 


Sick  in  Ca3ip, 


Weekending    5.    7.    01 
12.     „      „ 

If  26.      ,,       ,, 


Men.      Women.  iChildren. 


19 
9 
2 
8 


11 
9 

7 
8 


Deaths. 


Men. 

Women.  Childrea 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year     . . 

„          1  year  and  12  years 

„         1 2  years  and  40  years. . 

»»         40      „       „     i)0     „ ,          

,1        50      „      „    over 

4 

—  2 

—  6 

—  ,         15 

1 

2   ;    — 

Total        

4 

9             28 

1 

Number  of  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles       

Diarrhoea     . . 

Dysentery 

Pi:eumonia  and  Bronchitis 
Enteric 


—  j  Whooping  Cough 

—  it  Influenza 
2  I,  Marasmus 

13  '  Premature  Birth 

6  <,  Heart  Disease  . . 


Apoplexy 
Enteritis .  • 
Malaria    . . 
Croup 
Convulsions 


.(Signed)    FRANK  WINFIELD, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Standerlon^ 

7th  August,  1901. 

General  Superintendent, 

Biirgher  Camps,  Pretoi'ia. 

Sir, 

I  beg  now  to  hand  you  my  Report  on  this  camp  for  the  month  of  July. 

Aviah(je7nent  for  Treatment  of  Sick, — In  view  of  the  approaching  summer, 
it  has  beeh  decided  by  the  medical  officer  and  myself  that  it  will  be  better  to 
retnove  the  hospital  to  another  area  further  away  from  the  dwelling  tents  than 
at  present. 

This  move  will  be  carried  out  upon  completion  of  the  building  being 
erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  medical  officer  and  his  staff,  and  the 
dispensary,  etc.  The  new  hospital  site  selected  is  situated  on  the  eastern 
side  of  the  donga  running  from  the  railway  to  the  river,  and  lies  on  much 
more  elevated  ground  than  the  present  site.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  change 
of  hospital  area  will  ^tend  to  improve  the  health  of  the  camp  generally,  the 
present  site  being  too  near  the  centre  of  the  camp,  this  having,  during  the 
past  month,  been  extended  in  an  eastern  direction  toward  the  railway. 

Committees  have  been  formed  for  visiting  the  sick  in  their  tents,  and 
also  for  reporting  cases  of  illness.  The  greatest  difficulty  we  experience  in 
this  direction  being  the  inclination  of  many  of  the  refugees  to  hide  cases  of 
sickness,  as  they  appear  to  have  some  dread  of  a  hospital.  Such  cases  are 
looked  up  and  reported  to  the  medical  officer,  who  has  them  conveyed  to  the 
hospital  at  his  discretion. 

Hospital  Staff, — I  note  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  general  super- 
intendent has  at  last  succeeded  in  securing  the  services  of  a  resident  medical 
ofticer  for  the  camp.  As  I  mentioned  in  my  last  month's  report,  it  is  most 
necessary  that  the  medical  officer  should  reside  in  the  camp,  thus  greatly 
relieving  the  heavy  responsibility  of  the  hospital  matron.  The  hospital  staff 
now  consists  of  Dr.  Pearce,  the  medical  officer,  the  matron,  Mrs.  Barrett,  the 
dispenser,  Mr.  Watkins,  and  about  nine  girl  probationers.  These  the  matron 
reports  are  doing  their  work  very  satisfactorily,  and  they  beg  to  thank  you  for 
the  uniform  material  to  hand,  in  response  to  the  matron's  suggestion.  I 
believe  the  medical  officer  contemplates  increasing  the  number  of  these  young 
ladies  by  about  six  during  the  ensuing  month. 

We  have  no  other  nursing  organisation  besides  the  hospital  staff,  as  it 
has  not  been  found  necessary  up  to  the  present  to  form  one. 

Medical  Comforts. — These  have  been  issued  during  the  month  as  recom- 
mended by  the  medical  offi(ier,  and  consisted  of  milk,  meat  extract,  brandy, 
wine,  arrowroot,  biscuits,  butter,  cornflour,  cocoa,  macaroni,  oatmeal,  patent 
barley,  rice,  tea,  Benger  s  food,  sago,  tapioca,  quaker  oats,  flavouring  essence, 
etc. 

Facilities  for  Piihlic  Worship. — As  usual,  the  Sunday  afternoon  divine 
service  has  been  held  in  the  camp  under  the  direction  of  theRevd.  Theunissen. 
These  open-air  services  are  well  attended.  In  case  of  the  weather  being  in- 
clement, the  Rev.  Theunissen  will  have  the  use  of  the  school  marquees,  in 
which  to  hold  divine  service.  The  Rev.  gentleman,  at  present  in  Natal,  to 
whom  I  referred  in  my  last  report  has  not  yet  arrived.  Should  he,  however, 
not  come  to  Standerton,  I  shall  endeavour  to  secure  the  services  of  some  other 
spiritual  adviser  to  the  refugees  of  this  camp. 

School  Accommodation. — The  public  school  was  opened  in  this  camp  on 
July  30th,  four  marquees  having  been  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
younger  children.  Ihree  more  school  "  shelters  "  have  been  advised  as  coming 
forward  from  Volksrust,  as  the  present  accommodation  is  not  sufficient.  The 
attendance  has  been  good  both  here  and  in  the  town  school,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  head-master  s  report,  w^hich  I  have  requested  him  to  forward  for  your 
perusal. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — ^These  are  under  the  charge  of  a  refugee,  who 
is  assisted  by  other  refugees  and  a  gang  of  natives.  Great  difficulty  is  ex- 
perienced in  teaching  the  people  to  observe  hygienic  rules,  but  I  am  firm  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  and  insist  upon  the  sanitary  rules  of  the  camp  being 
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observed  as  far  as  possible.     This  is  one,  or  I  should  say,  tlie   n;ost   difficult 
matter  I  have  to  contend  with  in  connection  with  the  camp. 

Tiamport. — We  have  been  very  short  of  transport  animals  for  sanitary 
purposes,  I  appealed  to  the  General  Commanding  for  some  oxen  in  connection 
with  this,  and  he  very  kindly  responded  by  sending  me  a  span  of  sixteen 
small  oxen.  This  was  especially  good  of  him,  as  I  have  reason  to  know  that 
the  Local  Transport  Department  is  very  short  of  transport  animals.  These 
oxen,  together  with  those  I  had  and  those  I  have  requisitioned  for,  with  the 
mules,  will  be  sufficient  for  all  transport  purposes  in  connection  with  the  camp. 

Distribution  of  Blankets,  Clothing,  etc.— The  Nederlands  Relief  Com- 
mittee have  distributed  during  the  month,  dress  prints,  flannelette,  galatea, 
linen,  cashmere  and  boots,  to  the  value  of  £200,  besides  200  blankets.  The 
Rev.  Theunissen,  Dutch  Minister,  has  distributed  like  materials  to  the  value 
of  £93,  which  sum  he  collected  by  private  subscriptions.  I  have  distributed 
100  blankets,  and  some  clothing,  where  it  was  needed. 

Condition  of  People  Arriving  in  Camp. — Among  the  arrivals  dmnng  the 
montb,  one  batch  arriving  from  Bethel  District  were  very  poorly  clothed ; 
these  received  immediate  relief  after  their  arrival.  Refugees  arriving  from 
other  districts  during  the  month  were  well  clothed,  and  appeared  to  be  fairly 
happy  and  comfortable,  considering  the  unfortunate  circumstances. 

Poynt'/ns  Store. — In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  this  shop  being  in  the 
camp  was  of  great  assistance  in  supplying  warm  clothing,  etc.,  to  the  inmates 
of  this  camp.  Since  then,  however,  I  find  that  the  stock  of  clothing,  etc.,  held 
here  by  Messrs.  Poynton,  is  not  everything  that  could  be  desired.  I  presume 
this  firm  experiences  some  difficulty  in  getting  their  supplies  forward.  I  have 
approached  their  representative  here  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  he 
informs  me  that  they  are  expecting  fresh  supplies  of  clothing  to  arrive. 

Accommodation. — During  the  month,  600  bell  tents  arrived  for  this  camp, 
and  some  of  these  have  been  pitched  to  the  east  of  the  camp,  and  have  been 
occupied  by  new  arrivals  and  by  those  who  were  residing  in  the  Dopper 
Church  and  in  Standerton,  and  by  those  families  who  were  formerly  living 
in  the  large  marquee  tents.  At  the  order  of  the  General  Commanding,  a 
barbed  wire  fence  and  entanglement  are  being  erected  around  the  camp. 
This  work  is  being  done  by  the  refugees.  On  the  11th  of  the  month  the 
enemy  paid  us  a  visit,  driving  off  157  head  of  cattle  belonging  to  the 
inmates  of  this  camp.  This  occurred  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  was  a  very  daring  act  on  the  part  of  the  R)ers. 

Post  Office. — On  the  16th,  a  burgher  camp  post  office  was  started  here. 
This  is  a  great  convenience  to  the  refugees,  as  they  formerly  had  to  walk  into 
Standerton  to  receive  their  letters  from  the  town  post  office. 

Wedding. — Diuring  the  month  one  couple  residing  in  this  camp  have  been 
united  in  matrimony. 

Stores. — The  supply  of  stores  coming  forward  during  the  month  has  been 
excellent,  and  the  quality  of  the  stores  received,  with  one  exception,  has  been 
of  the  best.  The  supply  has  been  really  above  the  requirements,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  send  you  a  telegram  stopping  all  further  stores  for  a  month  from 
that  date,  as  our  storage  room  was  too  limited. 

Fuel. — Coal  and  wood  have  been  coming  forward  regularly  from  time  to 
time,  and  in  sufficient  quantities. 

Water. — This  is  still  being  brought  from  a  spring  in  the  vicinity,  and  for 
drinking  purposes  is  being  boiled  in  the  tanks  erected  for  that  purpose. 

Climate. — The  weather  during  the  month  has  been  milder  than  in  June, 
but  the  dust  storms,  which  were  prevalent,  have  made  the  climate  very 
unpleasant,  and  I  think  unhealthy.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  atmosphere 
is  quite  warm,  and  I  fear,  as  the  summer  approaches,  sickness  will  be  on  the 
increase  in  the  camp,  although  every  precaution  will  be  taken  to  prevent  this. 

Buildings. — The  material  ordered  for  our  new  iron  and  wood  store  is 
advised  as  having  left  Durban.  The  erection  of  this  building  will  be  com- 
menced immediately  the  material  arrives  here.  As  already  stated  in  this 
report  under  heading  of  "  Arrangement  of  treatment  of  sick,"  a  building  is  being 
erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  medical  officer  and  his  staff,  and 
dispensary,  etc.  This  building  is  being  made  of  stone  and  burnt  bricks,  as 
I  consider  tliose  njaterials,  although  expensive,  are  necessary  for  the  purpose 
reijuired.     The  building  will  I  hope  be  completed  at  an  early  date. 
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In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  kindly  assistance  and  courtesy  I 
have  received  from  the  General  Commandant,  the  A.A.G.,  the  Provost 
Marshal,  all  the  military  authorities,  and  the  resident  magistrate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         FRANK  WINFIELD, 

Act.  Superintendent. 


To  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Pretoria,  Transvaal. 
Sir, 

On  the  7th  ultimo  I  had  the  lionour  of  l>eing  appointed  acting  medical 
officer  of  the  refugee  camp,  Standerton,  and,  at  request  of  the  superintendent 
thereof,  beg  to  report : — 

1.  On  inspention  of  can.p  I  found  the  general  state  of  health  rather 
indifferent,  there  being  an  overcrowding  of  iamilies  in  certain  *'  marquees." 
This,  however,  was  speedily  remedied  by  order  of  the  commandant,  who  had 
many  *'  bell  tents  "  erected  to  relieve  the  congestion. 

2.  The  general  hygienic  state  of  camp  I  find  very  s  itisfactory  -  cleanliness 
and  regularity  abound. 

3.  There  is  an  entire  absence  of  epidemic  disease.  Enteric  fever,  however, 
claims  many  \  ictims,  but  the  contagion  thereof  has  been  mostly  acquired  by 
such  persons  before  their  arrival  here. 

4.  Hospi'al  accommodation  and  attendants  I  find  both  sufficient  and 
efficient,  the  average  number  of  patients  in  hospital  daily  being  12.  A 
change  of  site  of  hospital  has  been  advised  and  is  being  duly  effected  by  orders 
of  our  energetic  commandant. 

5.  The  patients  in  hospital,  as  also  the  **  out  palients,"  are  treated  with 
the  utmost  care  by  the  nursing  and  medical  staff.  Still  there  remains  a 
certain  percentage  of  *'  sick,"  whom  the  Boers  carefully  conceal  in  tents  and 
wagons. 

6.  The  apothecaries  department  is  well  supplied  with  drugs  and  well 
served  by  the  dispenser. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)        FITZG.  BLOOD,  M.D., 

Actg.  M.O., 

Burgher  Camp. 
Standerton, 
7.8.1901. 


Bqrghbk  Camps  Uepartment. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Vereeniging,  Montli  ending 

31.7.1901. 


laCamp,  31.7.1901 


Men. 

Women. 

Childreu. 

1 

Meu. 

AVoiueu. 

Cliildren. 

In  Camp,  1.7.1901         

Arrivals 

Births         

171 
12 

242 
111 

393 
132 

183 
5 

353 

525 
9 

Departures 

Deaths        

5 

7 
2 

,' 

178  344 


516 
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Sick  in  Camp. 


Men.      Women.  Children. 


Week  eiidin«j[     5.     7.     01 
„  12,      ,.     „ 

26.      ,.     ,. 


1 

4 

9 

] 

3 

12 

2 

3 

11 

3 

5 

11 

Dkaths. 


Men.      Women.  Children. 


Under  1  month     . . 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„         1  year  and  12  years 
„       12yearsand40     „ 
,,       40     „      „     50      ., 
„       50     „      ,.     over 

Totel 


2  — 


Nu3iBER  OP  Deaths,  under  Heads  of  Causes. 

Measles       . . 
DiArrhcea--Infantitis 
Dysentery   . . 

. .    —      Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis     —       Influenza 

1      Enteric 3       Marasmus 

. .    —      Whooping  Cough            . .    —       Ueart  Disease 

(Signed)         BURTON   TUCKER, 

Camp  Siipeiintendent. 


Vereeyiiging, 

1st  August,  1901. 
Report  for  July. 

Nothing  jfresh  has  occurred  during  the  past  month,  and  my  Report  will 
therefore  be  a  very  short  and  meagre  one.  The  work  of  the  camp  goes  on 
steadily  and  all  membei-s  of  the  staft  are  kept  busy. 

There  has  been  a  considei-able  increase  in  the  number  of  refugees  during 
the  month,  and,  as  usual,  it  has  been  necessary  to  supply  the  new  comers  with 
clothing,  the  majority  having  arrived  in  a  more  or  less  destitute  condition. 

Hospital  ami  Staff. — The  hospital  staff  and  accommodation  remain  the 
siime  as  before,  with  the  exception  of  a  man  and  woman  who  have  charge  of 
two  marquees  wliich  are  used  for  isolating  cases  of  measles.  This  disease  has 
broken  out  in  camp,  and  all  efforts  to  prevent  it  spreading  appear  to  be 
unavailing.     Up  to  the  pi-esent,  however,  tliere  have  been  no  fatal  cases. 

Health  of  the  Camp. — The  health  of  the  camp  generally  continues  to 
be  satisfactory  and  enteric  fever  appeal's  to  be  dying  out.  This  may  be 
attributed  to  the  good  water  supply  and  the  excellent  sanitary  arrangements. 
The  sanitary  regulations  continue  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  the  refugees  are 
beginning  to  realise  the  advantages  of  cleanliness,  though  I  am  afraid  it  will 
be  a  considerable  time  before  they  will  give  up  altogether  the  habits  they 
have  contracted  through  many  years  of  freedom  from  all  restraint  in  such 
matters. 

School. — Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  measles  the  doctor  considered  it  most 
inadvisable  to  continue  the  school,  so  that  this  has  been  bi-oken  up  for  the 
time  being,  At  the  time  it  was  decided  to  do  this  the  children  attending 
numbered  236. 

Fcynton's. — ^This  store  continues  to  be  fairly  well  supplied  with  clothing 


Digiti: 


zedbyCjOOgle 


271 

and  blankets.  In  addition  to  what  has  been  bought  from  them,  50  blankets 
and  £40  1 2s.  fid  worth  of  various  articles  of  clothiiig  have  been  issued  free 
to  those  refugees  who  were  most  in  need  of  additional  covering. 

Transpor^t— Three  spans  of  oxen  are  employed  in  the  general  work  of 
the  camp,  such  as  removing  rubbish,  bringing  stores  and  families  from  the 
station,  &c.  Some  of  these  oxen  belong  to  Government  while  others  are  the 
property  of  refugees. 

The  burghers  in  camp  appear  to  be  very  anxious  to  take  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  and  38  were  sworn  in  yesterday  as  British  subjects. 
I  attach  Dr.  Boyd's  Eeport  for  the  month  of  July. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)        BURTON  TUCKER, 

Superintendent. 


Vereenigingy 

dlst  July,  1901, 
Superintendent, 

Boer  Refugee  Camp, 

Vereeniging. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  month  of  July,  1901. 

1.  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Camp. — This  is  satisfactory. 

2.  Health  of  the  Inhabitants. — Enteric  fever  is  still  present,  but  I  am 
glad  to  say  is  not  so  severe.  The  improvement,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  water  supply  is  now  obtained  from  a  fountain 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  is  all  boiled  in  the  tank  erected  for  this 
purpose  prior  to  use.  1  would  strongly  urge,  in  the  interest  of  the  people, 
that  you  use  all  your  influ^noo  to  insist  that  the  water  scheme  which  is  now 
in  hand  for  the  supply  of  troops  be  completed,  and  if  this  is  done  there  will  be 
au  ample  supply  for  both  the  troops  and  the  Boer  camp.  If  this  matter  is 
delayed  until  the  rivers  again  begin  to  be  flooded,  you  will  not  be  able  to 
cross  the  river  to  obtain  water  from  the  fountain,  now  in  use,  and  you  will 
again  require  to  use  Vaal  River  water,  with  the  result  that  enteric  fever  will 
be  as  bad  as  ever. 

Our  comparative  good  results  in  the  past  are  due  in  no  small  way  to  our 
energetic  methods  and  foresight  in  anticipating  events,  and  the  matter  of  the 
water  supply  is  now  the  most  urgent  question,  as  this  is  the  time  in  which  to 
deal  with  it.     I  feel  that  I  cannot  too  strongly  enforce  this  point 

Measles,  I  regret  to  say,  has  now  broken  out  in  this  camp.  The  first  case 
was  that  of  a  child  which  took  ill  in  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  town.  The  people 
in  camp  were  at  once  prohibited  from  visiting  the  sick  people,  and  T  arranged 
with  the  military  medical  officer  in  Viljoen's  Drift  to  attend  to  the  case  in 
order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  conveying  the  disease  to  the  camp.  In  spite 
of  all  our  precautions,  more  cases  developed.  We  at  once  erected  two 
marquees  as  far  as  possible  from  the  camp,  and  further  we  formed  a  "  contact 
camp,^'  to  which  the  relatives  of  the  patients  were  also  isolated.  In  spite  of 
these  precautions  the  disease  has  increased,  and  there  are  now  22  cases  in 
camp  and  hospital.  All  of  these  have  done  well  except  one  case,  which  was 
being  treated  in  a  room  in  one  of  the  hotels.  This  child  was  a  convalescent 
from  enteric  fever,  when  measles  developed.  The  child  was  doing  well,  but 
owing  to  indiscretion  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  this  life  was  lost. 

All  cases  treated  in  hospital  tents  have  hitherto  done  well. 

We  have  only  had  four  deaths  this  month  ;  they  were  as  follows : — 


Name. 

Age. 

Cause  of  death. 

Mrs.  Pretorius 

„     VanZyl        

Hanna  v.  d.  Westhuizen 

Infant  Greyling 

83 
24 

9 

•  • 

Enteric  fever. 

Enteric  fever  and  measles 
Diarrhoea. 

Total  number  of  deaths,  4.     Total  population,  1,038. 
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Cases  admitted  to  hospital  were  as  follows  :- 


Disease. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


Enteric  fever   . . 

Measles.. 

Influenza 

Febricula 

Diarrhcea 

Fever  and  jaundice 

Old  age  and  debility 


Total  number  admitted,  21. 

3.  Gerieral  Remarks. — In  my  of)inion  it  will  he  quite  necessary  to 
continue  to  remove  all  eases  of  measles  to  hospital  as  they  are  recognised ; 
and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  is  greatly  against  the  wishes  of  the 
people. 

I  think  that  the  school  sliould  also  be  closed  in  the  meantime. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        ALLAN  STUAKT  BOYD,  M.B.C.M., 

M.O.  Burgher  Camp, 

Vereeniging. 


Burgher  Camps  Department, 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp  Volksrust,  Month  ending  31.7.1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp  1.7.1901          

Arrivals 

Births          

720 
35 

2,280 
109 

2,400 

112 

17 

755 
53 

2,389 
42 

2,529 
1 1fi 

Departure}^ . . 

Deaths         

49 
4 

31 

8 

79 
37 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

In  Camp,  31.7.1901        

702 

2,847 

2,413 

Sick  in 

Camp. 

7. 

V 

»1 

01 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending    5. 
12. 

39 
38 
38 
43 

71 
76 
81 
84 

117 

91 

19. 

112 

„            26. 

5>                    •  • 

140 

Deaths. 

1  month 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

.  Under 

2 

- 
2      1 

1 

3 

BetweeTi  l  mnnth  And  1  vAar 

16 

»» 

1    year  and  12  years  .. 
12     „      ,,    40       „     .. 

«•     .•     •f^    *« 

19 

>» 

40     ..       ,.    50      „     .  • 

• 

__ 

50     ,,      M    over         •• 

2 

•9 

Total 

4 

8 

37 
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NUMBBB  OF  DbATHS,   ITNDEB  HeADS   OF  CaUSBS. 


Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

5 

7 

4 

14 

Enteric 

Whooping  cough 
Influenza  and  Brotichitiis 
Marasmus 

5 

3 
6 

Heart  disease  .. 
Diphtheria 
Dropsy             .. 
Erysipelas        .. 

1 
2 
1 
1 

(Signed)            J.  J.  CARTER,            . 

Camp  Superintendent, 

-' 

r«. 


Monthly  Report  on  Volksrust  Refugee  Camp. 

Camp. — The  camp  has  been  considerably  enlarged  since  last  report,  and 
has  received  a  considerable  influx  of  refugees.  The  camp  is  in  a  very  satis- 
factory condition,  and  wae  visited  by  General  Hildyard  on  29th  July,  who 
expressed  satisfaction  as  regards  the  general  working  of  the  camp. 

Treatment  of  Sick. — The  hospital  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition,  and 
everything  possible  is  done  to  alleviate  sickness  and  promote  the  comfort  of 
patients. 

Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  a  temporary  hospital  has  been  formed 
in  the  camp  proper,  and  a  matron  appointed  to  supei'vise  the  working  of 
same,  assisted  by  a  few  refugee  women. 

Teiit  to  Tent  Visitation. — There  aro  no  committees  of  this  nature  with 
the  exception  of  the  recent  visit  of  Miss  Hogg,  of  Society  of  Friends,  local 
interest  being  very  small. 

Hospital  Staff. — The  staff  consists  of  Dr.  R.  Hamilton,  M.B.,  Lond.,  Ac, 
Nui-se  Bart  man  (matron),  and  11  probationer  nurses.     The  latter  are  of  great 
assistance,  and  do  excellent  work  under  the  careful  supervision  of  medical 
officer  and  matron.     The   staff   is   now  increased  by  the  arrival  of  Nurse  . 
Walsh,  ^^ho  is  for  the  time  being  in  charge  of  Measles  Hospital  in  camp. 

Free  Gifts,  &c. — The  sum  of  £111  \Qs.  lie/,  has  been  expended  on 
indigent  refugees  in  supplying  clothing,  flannelette,  and  various  articles,  such 
as  boots  for  children,  Ac.  This  issue  has  been  very  much  appreciated  by  the 
recipients.  1,150  Government  blankets  have  also  been  issued,  and  the 
Netherlands  Committee  have  distributed  1,450  blankets  in  addition  to  the 
above.  Parcels  of  clothing  have  also  been  received  from  Mrs.  Gmhame,  wife 
of  District  Commissioner  of  Utrecht,  for  distribution  among  Utrecht 
refugees. 

Miss  Hogg  has  also  distributed  various  gifts  of  clothing,  &c. 

Public  Worship. — A.  large  awning  is  erected  in  camp,  which  is  used  foi* 
Divine  service,  and  Abernethy  Hall  in  town  is  also  devoted  on  Sundays  for 
same  purpose. 

Schools. — School  is  held  in  the  awning  before-mentioned  for  infants  in 
camp  ;  daily  also  in  Abernethy  Hall  in  town  for  elder  children,  under  the 
supervision  of  Inspector  of  Schools  Corbett,  who  is  assisted  by  one  head 
teacher  and  12  assistants,  who  are  refugees. 

The  attendance  at  the  present  time  is  affected  by  the  epidemic  of 
nieasles,  and  is  approximately  about  480  at  date. 

Sanitary. — The  necessary  sanitary  arrangements  are  as  satisfactory  as 
possible.     Additional  latrines  are  expected,  and  will  be  erected  on  arrival.  . 
The  refugees,  as  a  general  rule,  observe  clean  habits. 

Condition  of  Uefugees  Arriving  in  Camp. — The  refugees,  on  arrival,  are 
mostly  fairly  well  clothed,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  have  the  wherewithal 
for  tent  life.  As  a  general  rule,  it  is  not  presumed  that  their  life  in  tents  is  a 
very  great  hardship. 

Poynton  Bros, — This  establishment  is  fairly  useful,  but  is  not  very 
extensively  patronised  by  refugees,  as  prices  rule  the  same  as  in  local  stores, 
and  consequently  the  idea  of  a  trip  to  town  to  purchase  necessaries 
recommends  itself  to  the  majority  of  refugees. 
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Transpoi'U — It  would  be  of  great  advantage  if  the  medical  officer  were 
supplied  with  two  horses  for  the  exclusive  use  of  himself,  as  the  camp  is  of 
largfe  dimensions,  and  patients  have  to  be  brought  from  camp  to  hospital,  the 
ho(rses  now  in  use  being  also  used  for  other  transport  purposes,  such  as  water 
cart,  carting  goods,  &c. 

General  and  Medical  Comforts. — In  conclusion,  I  would  point  out  that 
the  camp  is  in  a  very  fair  state  of  efficiency  as  regards  working,  &c.  I  am 
greatly  aided  by  my  staff  in  the  necessary  clerical  and  other  work  necessary 
to  the  control  of  a  camp  of  the  size  of  this  one,  and  am  pleased  to  say  that 
very  few,  if  any,  complaints  are  made  that  have  any  real  foundation. 
Medical  comforts  are  issued  in  strict  accordance  with  orders  of  medical 
officer,  such  as  brandy,  port  wine,  barley,  meat  extracts,  &c.,  &c. 

(Sgnd.)  J/ J.  CARTER, 

Supt,  "  B  "  Camp. 


BurghefT  Qampy  Volksrust, 
'  Uh  August,  1901. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  month  of  July. 

The  most  important  matter  in  my  department  has  been  the  epidemic  of 
measles  which  has  arisen. 

During  my  illness,  in  the  last  week  of  June,  my  locum  tenens  found  two 
families  suffering  from  the  disease;  these  were  isolated.  Further  attemps  at 
isolation  have  failed,  owing  to  the  deliberate  manner  in  which  o^ses  were  con- 
cealed ;  the  refugees  were  apparently  unwilling  to  be  put  into  quarantine,  and 
they  forwarded  a  petition  with  numerous  signatures,  in  which  they  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  stay  in  their  tents,  and  that  they  would  bear  the  full  responsibility 
for  any  epidemic  which  might  follow,  and  the  deaths  attending  it. 

Fx'om  the  1st  July  to  the  16th  there  were  eight  ca^es  of  measles 
reported;  from  the  16th  to  the  24th  (inst.),  there  were  43  ;  and  in  the  last 
week  of  July  there  were  127. 

In  addition  to  these  there  were  many  cases  which  have  never  come  under 
my  notice. 

This  epidemic  is  rapidly  increasing ;  yesterday  (August  31st),  47  cases 
occurred. 

Many  of  these  cases  have  been  accompanied  with,  or  followed  by, 
pneumonia. 

Pneumonia  has  been  exceedingly  prevalent  during  the  last  montb. 
Thirty-four  cases  have  come  under  my  care,  of  these,  thirty  were  of  the 
croupous  variety. 

Enteric  fever  is  hardly  on  the  increase,  only  thirty-five  new  cases  having 
arisen,  and  during  the  last  week  it  shows  signs  of  decline. 

The  extension  of  the  camp  is  a  great  improvement,  but,  in  my  opinion, 
in  some  sections  the  tents  are  still  much  too  closely  crowded  together. 

There  is,  proportionally,  double  the  sickness  in  the  marquees  occupiecf  by 
the  burghers  to  what  there  is  in  the  bell  tents.  My  explanation  of  this  fact 
is  that  the  refugees  do  not  keep  the  tents  sufficiently  clean,  and  that  they 
regard  the  admittance  of  light  and  fresh  air  as  detrimental  to  health  (I 
having  frequently  to  ask  for  a  candle  in  the  middle  of  the  day).  Many  of  the 
refugees  pay  absolutely  no  attention  to  anything  I  may  say  on  this  subject. 

I  have  also  noticed  that  there  is  less  sickness  in  tents  pitched  on  new 
ground.  Illness  is  more  prevalent  in  the  older  portion  of  the  camp ;  this  I 
believe  to  be  due,  in  many  cases,  to  the  filthy  habits  of  many  of  the  burghers, 
and  to  the  number  of  children.  After  a  few  weeks,  the  ground  on  which  the 
tent  IS  pitched  becomes  soaked  with  urine,  slops,  sputum,  etc.,  and,  if  it  were 
possible,  I  would  advocate  the  i^emoval  of  a  section  of  the  camp  every  month. 

The  measles  hospital  which  is  being  organised  will,  I  hope,  prove  of  much 
benefit  in  dealing  with  the  more  serious  cases  and  their  sequehe. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        BICHARD  HAMILTON,  M.O. 
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Rbpokt  upon  the  Burgher  Camp  Schools  at  Heidelburg,  Standerton^  Volks- 
rust,  and  upon  the  Government  iSchools  at  Marthinus  Wess^lstroom  and 
the  Nigel. 

The  Acting  Dh'ector  of  Education, 

Ti-ansvaal. 
Sir, 

Heidclburcf, — I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  I  began  my  work  of 
orgimisation  at  Heidelburg,  April  7th,  1901.  A  '' Dopper "  church,,  lying 
upon  the  edge  of  the  camp,  seemed  a  suitable  building  Soy  school  purposes. 
The  clergyman  was  dead,  most  of  the  consistory  killed  in  the  war,  or  prisoners, 
or  still  on  commando.  The  one  remaining  deacon^  after  much  persuasion, 
finally  accepted  the  responsibility  of  lending  the  building  on  his  sole  authority. 
The  District  Commissioner,  Major  J.  M.  "Vallentin,  endorsed  the  transaction 
and  further  allowed  me  to  commandeer  old  conjugated  iron  f6r  sanitary  ^and 
other  purposes.  The  police  commissioner  instituted  a  house-to-house  search 
for  school  furniture  purloined  during  the  war.  The  pews  in  the  church-were 
fiirther  utilised  as  desks  and  benches,  and  within  a  few  days  we  opened  school. 
The  attendance  from  the  beginning  was  good.  Young  men  and  women, 
together  with  small  boys  and  girls,  came,  and  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  250 
were  at  school 

There  was  a  great  scarcity  of  books  and  of  slates,  and  all  teaching  was 
consequently  oral,  but  this  seemed  to  prove  an  advantage  to  the  scholar,  if  ^ 
great  strain  upon  the  teacher.  The  elder  pupils  were  particularly,  eager  to 
learn  English.  The  cleanliness  of  the  children  was  surprising  when  one^  con- 
siders the  inconveniences  of  life  in  tents,  and  their  docility  greatly  lessened 
the  laboiu-  of  their  teachers. 

After  a  time,  a  night  school  for  men  was  opened  and  well  attended  until 
various  avenues  of  employment  opened  out  and  drew  away  many  of  the  most 
.promising  pupils.  Since  1  left  Heidelburg,  the  numbers  upon  the  books  have 
continually  increased,  and  I  have  had  to  procure  further  accommodation, 
particulars  of  which  are  given  in  the  Annexure. 

Standertmi.—yfhe^n  I  arrived  in  Standerton  on  the  20th  Apiil  kst^  I 
found  that  the  District  Commi«gioner,  Captain  Livingstone,  and  the  Acting 
Besident  Magistrate,  Mr.  T.  Allison^  had  combined  tp  open  a  school  foi* 
reftigees  living  in  town.  There  were  but  80  pupils,  and  much  difficulty  was 
found  in  recovering  the  comparatively  high  fees  charged.  The  education 
department  opened  the  school  as  a  free  school  from  the  Jst  of  May;  and 
inamediately  an  influx  of  scholars,  both  from  camp  and  the  iowny  set  in.  Extra 
accommodation  was  provided,  and  there  are  now  jiearly  400  children  upon. the 
roll.        ,  .  .       ' 

The  G.O.C,  Standerton,  has  now  allotted  me  three  additional  marquejee^ 
tojd  these  are  ready  for  opening  on  Monday,  July  .29th.  School  shelters  are 
upon  their  way  from  Port  Elizabeth,  and  I  hope  soon  to  accommodate  300 
children  within  the  camp  itself.  ^  i.    .  . 

Volksrust.r--\o]ksTX{^t  is  by  far  the  largest  refiigee  camp  in  my  district 
I  reachjed  this  place  oh  the  29th  April  and  round  it  overflowing  \^ith  refugees. 
Everyone  in  authority  cried  out  at  the  want  of  accommodation,  and  a  week 
expired  before,  by  dint  of  incessant  solicitation,  I  managed  to  acquiire  the. right 
to  a  laj!ge  ball  in  use  as  a  shelter  for  prisoners  of  war.  I  quickly  fiUed  this 
with  children,  and  then  the  District  Commissioner,  Major  Waits,  struck,  by  the 
success  of  the  school,  allowed  us  to  overflow  into  a  former  billiard  room — ^where 
the  slate  bed  of  the  table  proved  a  capital  blackboard — and  into  the  Kafir 
church. 

I  was  allotted  two  marquees  in  the  camp  itself,  but  did  not  reiffn  long  iii 
possession,  for  a  sudden  influx  of  reftigees  compelled  the  superintendent  of  the 
buDgher  camp  to  withdraw  his  gift.  But  the  Kev.  Elnobel  came  to  the  i^escue 
and  lent  us  tne  buck-sail  shelter  erected  by  burgher  labour  and  with  burgher, 
money  for  church  purposes.  The  Lutheran  church  likewise  granted  the  use  of 
their  marquee.  I  was  thus  able  to  accommodate  220  children  within  the  camp 
itself.     There  is  now  a  total  of  633  on  the  school  books.  .  i 

Wukkerstnroorn,. — Martinus  Wesselstroom  (poptdarly  kiiown  aa  Wakker- 
stroom)  was  the  next  place  visited.     It  is  18  miles  by  road  from  Yolksmstii,. 
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I  delayed  gi>iiig  thither  by  reason  ot*  reports  which  st.ated  that  the  inhnbitants 
-  were  to  be  brought  into  Volksrust.  When  I  at  last  visited  the  place,  I  found 
three  private  schools,  none  of  which  afforded  more  than  the  merest  pittance  to 
the  Ijighly  capable  teachers.  The  education  department  enlisted  the  services 
of  these  teacliers  and  opened  a  free  school.  The  numbers  were  at  once  doubled, 
and  a  school  of  superior  class  seemed  likely  to  be  formed.  But  military  policy 
ordered  that  all  inhabitants  of  Wakkerstroom  who  had  relatives  still  on 
commando  were  to  be  brought  to  Volksrust.  Further,  many  self-supporting 
refugees  ft)und  their  finances  fast  dwindling,  and  were  compelled  by  poverty 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  shelter  and  food  ofiered  at  Volksrust.  The  attend- 
ance at  Wakkei'stroom  has  consequently  decreased.  Those  who  i-emain  are, 
however,  of  better  social  position  and  have  consequently  been  more  or  less 
regularly  under  education  from  early  childhood,  and  I  hope  this  school  will 
more  than  make  up  in  efficiency  that  which  it  lacks  in  size. 

Nigel.  — The  Nigel,  some  eight  miles  from  Heidelbnrgf,  was  the  last  place 
approached.  Here  the  district  commissioner.  Major  Hill,  had  opened  a  fee- 
paying  school  of  1 6  children.  The  education  department  took  this  over, 
made  education  free,  and  now  there  are  36  children  in  attendance.  This 
number  comprises,  T  believe,  every  child  of  school-going  age  at  the  Nigel. 

No  corporal  punishment  is  inflicted  in  these  schools ;  the  children  are 
remarkably  docile  and  eager  to  learn. 

School  Attendance. — At  the  present  moment,  and  speaking  generally,  the 
number  in  attendance  at  school  nearly  equals  the  number  for  whom  accom- 
modation can  be  provided.  But  when  one  compares  the  attendance  at  school 
with  the  numbers  of  children  of  school-going  age  in  the  camps,  a  sense  of 
disappointment  asserts  itself. 

Various  causes  operate  to  hinder  a  good  attendance  at  schcol.  At 
Volksrust,  for  instance,  when  the  schools  were  first  opened,  many  children 
were  employed  carrying  water  from  the  town  pump  to  the  camp,  a  distance  of 
one  mile.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  water  is  now  laid  on  to  the  centime  of  the 
camp.  Fuel  is  now  issued  in  fairly  large  quantities,  but  a  large  number  of 
children  are  still  occupied  in  gathermg  and  preparing  cattle  manure  as  fuel. 

The  family  washmg,  in  tTie  absence  of  many  conveniences,  often  employs 
all  the  junior  members.  The  suspiciousness  of  the  Boer  character  led  to  the 
invention  of  idle  tales  to  the  effect  that  the  Government  intended  to  teach 
the  children  English,  next  to  gather  them  into  Pretoria,  and  finally  ship  them 
to  England.  Free  education,  it  was  darkly  rumoured,  was  a  mere  trick. 
After  the  war  all  parents  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  arrears  of  fees  at  the 
rate  of  £5  per  Quarter  per  child. 

But  the  chief  effective  causes  are  the  indifference  of  the  back-countiy 
Boer  to  anything  which  is  not  grossly  material ;  the  wandering,  listless  habits 
in  which  the  children  are  bred  on  the  veldt ;  dislike  of  the  restraint  which 
regular  occupation  imposes. 

Minor  illnesses,  as  influenza  **  colds,"  and  serious  outbreaks,  such  as  that 
of  measles,  in  Heidelburg  camp  and  town  must  also  be  reckoned  with. 

Want  of  clothing,  and  particularly  of  books,  caused  a  falling  away  of 
many  of  the  better  pupils,  especially  among  the  girls.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  various  benevolent  societies  are  now  helpmg  to  remove  this  last- 
mentioned  cause. 

Teaching  Staff. — Properly  equipped  teachers  for  this  work  are  scarce,  yet 
I  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  locally  the  services  of  eight  professionally 
trained  persons,  all  of  whom,  if  not  actually  in  receipt  of  Government  relief, 
were  financially  suffering  from  the  war. 

The  untrained  teachers  are  in  many  cases  reftigees  living  in  the  campS« 
Persons  who  cannot  speak  both  Dutch  and  English,  and  who  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  Boer  character,  aye  useless  in  these  schools,  even  if  other- 
wise well  equipped  as  teachers.  The  fact  that  I  have  been  hitherto  able  to 
fill  up  the  teachers'  ranks  from  the  camps  themselves  has  conduced  to  the 
success  of  the  schools. 

But  I  fear  that  as  other  openings  offer,  the  salaries  of  male  teachers  in 
camp  schools  must  be  considerably  raised.  Already  two  trained  teachers 
have  resigned,  to  devote  themselves  to  more  profitable  callings. 

Of  the  subjects  of  instruction,  English  is  by  far  the  most  popular,  both  of 
parent  and  of  child.     To  speak  English  and  to  cypher  are  the  main  object* 
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which  the  pupils  wish  to  ascertain.  Again  and  again  parents  tell  me  that 
their  children*  leanj  Dutch  at  home,  and  in.  the  kirk.  Many  times  parents 
have  asked  that  their  children  may  learn  Eiiglish  only.  Never  once  has  a 
parent  asked  me  to  posh  a  child  forward  in  Dutch.  In  some  scliools  I  have 
found  a  disposition  to  shidc  the  Scripture  instruction  held  in  Dutch.  Some 
excuse  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  frequent  afternoon  services  are  held  in 
the  camps,  and  that  the  nights  are  melodious  with  the  singing  of  psalms. 

Cornptdsion. — Superintendents  of  burgher  camps  sometimes  urge  the 
necessity  of  compulsory  attendance.  I  recognise  that  the  average  attendance 
is  low,  but  I  believe  that  one  volunteer  is  worth  two  pressed  men.  I  advocate 
quarterly  prizes  for  regular  attendance,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  were  these 
granted,  no  just  complaint  of  irregularity  need  be  made.  When  one  considers 
that  thp  great  bulk  of  these  children  have  never  before  submitted  to  the 
discipline  of  a  school,  one  is  amazed  to  find  them  attend  so  regularly  as  they 
do.  Once  compulsion  is  introduced,  one  more  grievance  against  the  Govern- 
ment is  established.  Politics  are  at  once  entered  upon.  Up  to  the  present 
time  the  schools  are  free  of  this  plague. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  in  conclusion  to  thank  the  undernamed  gentlemen  for 
their  invariable  kindness  to  myself  and  for  their  readiness  to  assist  the  cause 
of  education  in  these  schools  : — Revs.  Theron,  Hoare,  burghers  in  Heidelburg ; 
Reva  McCormack  and  Theunissen,  at  Standerton ;  Revs.  Knobel,  and 
Ackermann,  at  Volksrust  and  at  Wakkerstroom. 

The  military  authorities  have  always  rendered  me  every  assistance,  and 
I  beg  particularly  to  acknowledge  the  many  obligations  under  which  Major 
J.  M.  Vallentin,  Heidelburg,  has  placed  me. 

Anneocures. — I  enclose  an  annexure  giving  (a)  accommodation  ;  (6)  hours 
of  instruction  ;  (c)  numbers  of  teachers  and  children ;  {d)  difficulties ; 
(e)  average  attendance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        J.  H.  CORBETT. 


Annexure  to  Report,  Heidelburg,  Standerton,  Volksrust  District 


Accommodation. 


neldelburg-* 

(a)  "Dopper"  Church,  stone  build- 
ing, lofty  and  well  ventilated, 
66^  X  40' ;  clasa-room,  12'  x  10'. 

{b)  Marquee  (hoetpital  pattern) 
80'  X  20'. 

(c)  Church  tent  (two  marquees 
conjoined)  each  80'  x  20'« 

Standerton— 
(a)  Town  school  building,  con* 
slating  stone  building  and 
corrugated  iron  detached  class* 
room,  40'  x  28'  and  20'  x  20'. 
(6^  Five  hospital  marquees,  each 
80'  X  20'. 

Volksrust — 

(a)  Abemethy  Hall,  corrugated 
iron,  66'  X  88'.  Two  class- 
rooms, contiguous,  each  12'  x  10' 

(b)  Billiard  room,  corrugated  iron, 
80'  X  22'. 

(c)  Kaffir  Church,  corrugated  iron, 
85'  X  22'. 

(d)  Buck-sail  cover,  80  feet  square. 

(e)  Marquee,  8U'  x  20'. 


Hours  in  all 
cases. 


8.80  a.m.  to 
1  p.ni. 


8.80  a.m.  to 
1  p.m. 


No.  of 

Teachers  and 

Children. 


8  teachers 

and 

840  children. 


8.80  a.m.  to 
1  p.m. 


G  teachers 

and 

200  children. 


18  teachers 

and 
633  children. 


Remarks. 


Temporarily  closed  oh 
account  of  measles. 
Last  weekly  average 
240. 


Average  250. 


Average  478 
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At  Wakkerstroom,  a  new  stone  building  with  four  rooms  could  proyide 
accommodation  for  160  to  180  children.     Present  average  100. 

At  Nigel,  a  con-ugated  iron  building  with  two  rooms  could  prov'de 
accommodation  for  100  children.     Present  average  34  out  of  36. 


Special  difficulties  in  case  of  Wakkerstroom  : — 

(1)  Difficulty  of  access  to  Wakkerstroom. 

(2)  The  depopulation  caused  by  military  policy. 

Written  against  time. 

(Signed)        J.  H.  CORBETT, 


Burgher  Camps  Department, 

New  Law  Courts, 
Pretoria,  August  20lk,  1901.  * 
To  the  Military  Governor, 
Pretoria. 
Sir, 

I  beg  to  hand  you  a  statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  Burgher 
Camps  Department  for  the  month  of  June. 

Annexure  A.,  Items  1-19  show  the  camps  administered  by  the  officials 
of  the  Burgher  Camps  Department.  The  people  provided  ;  for  at  the  cost 
shown  within  these  items  (£28,625  189.  10c?.)  average  51,536  each  day  during 
the  month,  and  the  cost  per  head  is  4'44c?.  This  is  slightly  in  excess  of  the 
cost  per  head  for  the  month  of  May,  and  is  caused  by  the  railway  carriage 
account  of  £4,846  Os.  2d.  containing  part  of  the  charges  for  the  months  of 
April  and  May  as  well  as  June.  These  railway  charges  were  not  received  in 
time  to  be  included  in  the  statements  of  expenditure  for  April  and  May. 

Item  No.  20  gives  the  cost  oi  the  camp  at  Mafeking  ;  the  cost  per  head 
per  day  there  is  1^.  8'l2d. 

Item^  21-29  and  31-34  give  the  cost  of  the  relief  administered  at  the 
places  named  and  during  the  months  as  specified,  and  are  ^^not  within  the 
the  administration  of  the  department. 

Item  No.  3  {Middelburg  Camp)  £4,619  14.s\  4o?. — At  this  camp  the  meat 
supplied  is  bought,  hence  the  greater  cost. 

Item  No.  16  {Pretmna  RelieJ  Committee),  £2,754  7^.  lOd. — This  amount 
includes  the  cost  of  the  meat  supplied  from  the  Army  Contractors. 

Item  No.  30  {Public  Works),  £360  195.  6c/.,  is  made  up  of  £56  9^.  6rf. 
expended  at  Standeiton  for  wages  paid  to  the  burghers  for  work  performed 
in  the  Government  quarry  there,  and  £76  13.^.  9d  paid  to  the  burghers  at 
Potchefstroom  employed  repairing  the  streets  of  that  town,  and  £227  165.  3d. 
for  wages  paid  to  the  •  burghei^s  at  Middelburg  employed  repairing  the 
streets  of  Middelburg. 

The  total  cost  of  the  relief  to  the  end  of  June  amounts  to  £129,813  25.  5rf. 
Attached  is  a  statement  showing  the  total  receijjts  and  expenditure  of  the 
department  to  30th  June. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  BROWN, 

Financial  Controller. 
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BuRGH£R  Camps  Department. 


Schedule  B  to  Financial  Controller's  Keport,  dated  20th  August,  1901 


-  *   '   *  Receipts. 

£       s,    (L  £       i*    d» 

Amounts  received  from. Treasury  to- 3l8t  May 56,721    3    6 

„  „        in  the  month  of  June  64,361  10    9 

„,    .      „        from  Sale  of  Skins HH    2    3 

„  *    'due  to  the  Imperial  Government  — 

Army  Service  Corps 22,293  11     6 

Paymaster,  Cape  Town        8,636  19  11 

Royal  Engineers 1,119    0    9 

Medical  Stores  Dep6t,  Volksrust 116  15    5 

Ordnance  Stores 9     19 

Amount  due  to  Imperial  Military  Railways 

„  ,.      Natal  Government  Railways    • . 

„  ,.      Transvaal  Government  Printing  Works 

„  „      sundry  Merchants,  as  per  Sche^Uile  attached. . 

•   •    •  £171,114    1     1 


32,175 

9 

4 

1,200  15 

1 

.  363  10  11 

501 

9 

10 

18,638 

19 

5 

EXPENDITIKE. 


By  amount  expended  to  31st  May,  an  per  last  Report 
Reduced  in  the  month  of  June  by  an  overcharge  on  Stores 

supplied  at  Ottos  Hoop,  now  rectified 
And  by  reduction  ol   the  expenditure  charged  to  the  Relief 

affoided  to  Refugees  from  Potchefstroom  at  Johannesbnrg, 
•       as'^r  the  Auditor-GeneralV  Account 


Amount  expended  in  June,  as  per  Schedule  A  attached 
Working  cost  to  the  30th  June.  1 901    . . 


£    s,    (L  £       8,    iL 

i'6,76G     2     9 

65  19     3 


558     9     6 


024     8     9 

96,141   14    0 
33,671     8    5 


129,813    2    5 


Bt  Assets — 

Equipment 

Buildings 

Live  Stock 

Gardens 

Debtors 

Stores 

Cash 


♦>,199  6  5 

3,830  5  9 

42  0  0 

27  12  7 

518  15  0 

17.970  18  8 

15,712  0  3 


44,300  18     8 
£174,114     1     1 


Pretoria,  August  20th,  1901, 
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Army  HDeadquaeters,  South  Aj^rica. 

Pretoria^  September  \Zthy  1901, 
Sir, 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  No.  C.-in-C./4,614,  dated  August  16th,  1901, 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  on  the  working  of  the 
Refugee  Camps  in  Natal  and  Cape  Colony  for  the  month  of  August,  1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant,    ^ 

KITCHENER,  General, 
Commanding-in-Chiet,  South  Africa. 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War,    , 

War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


ToD.A.G., 

Natal.      . 
Herewith  monthly  reports  for  August  on  the  Refugee  Camps  at  Howick 
and  P.  M.  Burg,  forwarded  for  information. 

H.  C.  RAWSON,  Colonel, 

O.C,  M.S.D. 

P.  M.  Burg, 

September  4th,  1901. 


Military  Secretary, 

Pretoria. 

Forwarded.  The  suggestion  at  "  A  "  in  the  Maritzburg  report  is  receiving 
attention.  As  regards  "  B "  in  the  same  report,  I  am  doubtful  whether  this 
suggestion  is  worth  consideration,  but  the  results  of  the  present  trial  will  be 
noted. 


Newcastle, 

Sej)tember  6th,  1901. 


H.  M.  LAWSON,  Colonel,  D.A;G., 

for  Lieut. -General  Commanding  Natal  District. 
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Monthly  Report  for  August  on  the  Boer 
Refugee  Camp,  Maritzburg. 


1.  Sanitation. — Satisfactory.  Kaffirs  are  employed  on  the  actual 
scavenging,  but  the  refiigees  ai'e  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  their  own 
linea  The  refugees  of  this  camp  are,  on  an  average,  of  a  much  lower  class  than 
at  Howick,  and  most  sanitary  defects  which  exist  are  almost  altogether  due 
to  the  habits  of  the  refugees  themselves  and  the  altered  conditions  of  life 
imder  which  they  live,  many  being  of  the  Dopper  class,  who  live  a  very 
nomadic  life  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

2.  Schools. — The  school  has  been  closed  this  month,  on  tlie  recommendation 
of  the  medical  officer,  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  among  the  children. 

3.  Hospital. — All  severe  cases  of  illness  are  treated  in  the  hospital,  Fort 
Napier ;  orainary  cases  are  treated  in  t^e  camp.  Three  nurses  live  in  the 
camp  itself  to  attend  cases.  The  people,  as  a  rule,  have  a  great  aversion  to 
going  to  hospital  or  letting  their  children  be  treated  there.  They  have  very 
curious  ideas  for  remedying  the  various  diseases  that  usually  attack  young 
children,  which  are  difficult  to  eradicate. 

4.  Daily  Routine. — The  male  refugees  are  employed  in  the  various  camp 
fatigues,  digging  trenches,  constructing  ovens  and  kitchens,  pitching  and 
striking  tents  as  required. 

Many  have  found  employment  in  town,  which  has  been  encouraged  as 
much  as  possible.  In  these  cdaes  their  rations  are  stopped  to  prevent  any 
ill-feeling  in  the  ordinary  labour  market  on  account  of  their  having  undue 
advantages  in  accommodation  and  rations  over  the  ordinary  labourer.  This 
system  has  been  in  existence  for  five  months,  and  no  complaint  has  been 
received  from  the  town. 

5.  Religions  Instruction. — This  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Rousseau, 
minister  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church.  Service  is  not  being  held  in  camp 
at  present,  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  infectious  disease.  Mr.  Du  Toit  is  acting 
during  the  Rev.  Rousseau's  absence. 

6.  How  Refugees  are  Housed. — In  marquees,  8  to  10  per  tent,  and  iu 
canvas  huts,  10  per  hut,  for  families  ;  in  circular  tents  for  bacheloi-s,  six  to  five 
per  tent.  The  bachelors  are  kept  separate  from  the  families.  The  health  of 
the  inmates  of  the  tents,  on  the  avei'age,  is  better  than  those  in  the  huts. 

7.  General  Remarks  and  Sugqestions. — Owing  to  on  epidemic  of  measles 
among  the  children,  the  health  of  the  camp  has  not  been  so  good  as  previously. 

It  is  suggested  that  an  assistant  be  appointed  to  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  ^^ 
at  any  rate  while  this  epidemic  prevails. 

No  complaints  of  any  importance  have  been  received  this  month. 

Several  families  have  arrived  from  Pretoria  during  the  month,  mostly 
deported  for  military  reasons ;  also  a  few  families  of  rebels  now  undergoing 
sentence,  or  whose  sentence  having  expired,  are  destitute  and  cannot  return 
to  their  farms. 

Games  are  encouraged  as  much  as  possible  among  the  boys.  There  is  a 
tennis  court,  made  by  .the  burghers  themselves ;  football  and  cricket ;  also 
sports  are  held  frequently.  Gardening  is  also  encouraged,  although  not  much 
space  is  available  for  the  purpose. 

To  encourage  loyalty  it  is  suggested  that  substantial  advantages  with 
regard  to  rations,  accommodation,  privileges,  &c.,  should  be  given  to  those  B, 
who  show  in  a  practical  manner  their  wish  to  become  loyal  subjects. 

This  has  been  tried  in  a  small  way,  as  far  as  possible,  with  satisfactory 
results,  the  dispositioii  and  chai-acter  of  refugees  being  entered  confidentially 
in  a  register,  after  six  months  residence,  by  the  Superintendents  for  this 
purpose. 

G.  P.  APPLEBY,  Captain, 
Maritzburg,  A.P.M. 

September  4th,  1901. 
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Monthly  Report  for  August  on  the    Boer 
Refugee  Camp,  Ho  wick. 


1.  Sa7iilatio7i.'T-The  night  soil  is  removed  by  sanitary  contractor.  A 
staff  of  25  natives  s.re  employed  in  scavenging  and  .general  sanitary  work  of 
the  camp,  i.e.,  cleaning  latrines,  wash-houses,  &g. 

Renigees  are  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  their  own  lines ;  in  the 
case  of  faQ^ilieB  the  head  of  the  family  is  responsible. 

2.  ScJiools. — An  average  of  230  children  attend  daily.  Subjects  taught 
— reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  history,  geography,  scripture,  Dutch  and 
English. 

3.  Ho^itcU.—A  ward  is  reserved  in  No.  15  General  Hospital  for  the 
reception  of  cises  of  enteric  fever.  No  case  has  occurred  for  the  last  12  weeks. 
Cases  of  seriotis  nature  which  require  nursing  are  also  removed  to  the  general 
hospital ;  mild  cases  are  treated  m  their  own  tents.  The  patients  are  supplied 
witn  anything  that  may  be  ordered  by  the  medical  officer — milk,  soup,  eggs, 
wine,  brandy,'*  &c.  -  -  . 

An  isolation  tent  is  provided  for  infectious  or  contagious  diseases. 
The  medical  officer  visits  the  sick  three  timed  daily.'    There  "are  three 
E.P.  tents  which  are  used  for  a  camp  hospital.  '  I 

4.  Daily  Routine. — ^The  male  refiigees  are  employed  in  various  ways : 
certain  men  are  in  charge  of  each  line,  they  attend  to  the  ropes  and  general 
condition  of  the  tents. 

In  view  of  the  approaching  hot  weather  and  the  prevalence  of  zymotic 
diseases  duriiig  the  summer  months,  the  medical  officer  has  suggested  a  system 
of  disinfection  which  is  being  carried  out  by  the  refugees  as  follows : — Every 
other  day  two  marquees  are  emptied  (the  inmates  for  the  time  being  placed 
in  two  spare  tents)  and  th  )roughly  disinfected,  the  flours  to  the  outer  pegs 
being  covered  with  chloride  of  JUme  ;  the  tents  remain  empty  for  two  days, 
curtains  down.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  the  whole  camp  will  have  been 
thoroughly  disinfected  throughout.  Trenches  are  being  deepened  to  guard 
against  heavy  rainfalls. 

5.  Religious  Instruction, — ^Divine  service  is  held  daily,  Sunday  school 
and  Bible  classes  (Mr.  Van  der  Horst,  Dutch  Reform  minister,  conducts  the 
service  and  resides  in  camp). 

6.  How  Refugees  are  Housed. — In  marquees,  aterage  8  per  tent. 

7.  General  Remarks. — The  site  of  the  camp  and  sanitary  condition  is 
extremely  good;  water  supply  is  constant  and  abundant,  the  water  being 
taken  from  the  Umgeni  River,  which  is  a  very  short  distance  from  the  camp; 
the  river  is  tapped  at  a  spot  some  distance  from  the  camp.  There  are  four 
wash-houses,  eight  bath-rooms,  and  eight  latrines ;  these  are  inspected  daily 
by  the  medical  officer ;  they  are  limewashed  inside  and  out  at  certain  intervals. 

The  school  is  well  conducted,  and  the  scholars  are  making  satisfactory 
progress,  especially  in  English.     The  health  of  the  camp  is  excelJtent. 

Three  families  arrived  from  Klerksdorp  on  the  22nd  inst. ;  a  case  of 
measles  appeared  amongst  them  on  the  26th ;  thjey  have  been  isolated  and 
every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  spreading. 

The  usual  issue  of  condensed  milk  (recommended  bv  medical  officer)  is 
made  to  the  4ged  and  delicate.  A  weekly  issue  of  soap  is  made  at  the  rate 
of  2^  H>8.  to  every  seven  inmates. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  winds  prevailing  and  the  danger  of  open  fireplaces, 
a  covered  stove  made  of  stone,  earth,  or  zinc  is  being  erected  outside  every 
tent.  -  Of  course  this  work  is  being  provided  by  the  refqgets.  A  garden  is 
being  made  at  lower  portion  of  camp,  the  water  from  bat^-rooms  bemg  used 
for  irrigation.     Seed,  rakes,  spades,  &c.,  are  being  provided. 

G.  P.  APPLEBY,  Captain, 
Maritzburg,  A.P.M. 

September  4th,  1901. 
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Monthly  Report  for  August  on  the  Boer 
Refugee  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth. 


Military  Secretary, 

Pretoria. 

Monthly  Report  on  the  general  work  of  the  Befiigee  Camp  at  Port 
Elizabeth  is  forwarded  herewith  in  accordance  with  your  telegram  No. 
K.  6,017  of  July  12th,  1901.    . 

A.    WYNNE,   Major-General, 

CommAnding  Cape  Colony  District. 

Cape  Town, 

September  6th,  1901. 


To  S.S.O., 

Port  Elizabeth. 

Boer  Exile  Camp, 

Port  Elizabeth, 

August  27th,  1901. 
Su-, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Civil  Surgeon's  Report.  I  regret 
to  inform  you  that  there  has  been  one  death  in  this  camp  during  the  month, 
a  Mrs.  Porter,  aged  51,  whose  death  was  caused  by  cancer  in  the  stomach. 

The  new  huts  are  now  all  finished  and  occupied.  Two  bath  rooms  have 
been  built ;  these  are  much  appreciated. 

The  school  has  been  re-opened,  there  are  now  136  children  attending. 
Two  school  mistresses  have  been  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  a 
supply  of  maps,  books,  slates,  &c.,  has  been  presented. 

No  fresh  families  have  arrived  in  this  camp  since  my  last  report,  but  two 
of  the  men  have  been  sent  to  Port  Alfred. 

The  food  supplied  continues  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

I  have  bought  and  given  away  from  the  store  account  35  pairs  of  boots, 
and  137  pairs  of  boots  have  been  drawn  from  the  ordnance  stores  and  given 
away.     1  am  glad  to  say  that  the  people  in  camp  appear  to  be  very  grateful 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  FENNER,  Captain, 

Commandmg  KRC,  P.K 


S.O.,  Prisoners  of  War, 
Capetown. 

Forwarded.     The  death  of  Mrs.  Porter  has  already  been  reported  to  you, 

CHAS.  F.  HALKETT,  Captain, 

Station  Staff  Officer, 

Port  Elizabeth, 

for  Commandant. 


Digiti: 


zedbyCjOOgle 


287 


Retubn  of  Refugees  in   Camp  at  Port   Elizabeth  for  the  month  of 

August,  1901. 




Numbers 
in  Camp. 

Avenge 

number 

of  sick 

per  week. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Rate  of 
mortality 

amongst 
children. 

Remarks. 

White- 
Men 

Women    . . 
Children . . 

31 

82 

257 

1 

14 
14 

29 

I 

1 

Death:— IIT6.K.M, 
Porter,  aged  51 
years.      Cause  of 

Total    . 

870 

1 

g 

death  : —  Carcino- 
ma oF  stomach. 

Coloured — 
Men         .. 
Women'  .. 
Children. « 

o 

Total    .. 

1 
'3                — 

Port  Elizabeth, 

August  28tb,  1901. 


W.    H.    FENNER,    Captain, 

Commanding  B.E.C.,  P.E. 


During  the  last  month  the  general  health  of  the  camp  has  not  been  very 
good,  owing  in  a  great  meaaure  to  the  weather.  Sore  throats  (simple)  have 
been  prevalent  among  the  younger  members.  There  has  also  been  an 
epidemic  of  influenza,  which  has,  however,  been  of  a  very  mild  type. 

There  was  one  case  of  chicken-pox. 

There  was  one  death  in  the  camp — Mrs.  Porter,  who  came  here  suffering 
from  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  was  slowly  dying  when  I  took  charge  of  the 
.  camp. 

During  the  month  there  have  been  86  new  cases  treated  in  the  out- 
patient department,  while  there  have  been  1 )  cases  treated  in  hospital 

I  would  take  the  liberty  of  placing  on  record  my  high  appreciation  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Pretorius,  who,  in  her  capacity  of  lay  sister,  has  been  most 
thorough  and  attentive  to  her  duties  in  the  hospital. 

W.  ROGER  CHEW,  M.B.  and  CM.  Edin., 

Civil  Surgeon  in  Charge,  Boer  Exile  Camp, 
Port  Elizabeth. 

August  28tb,  1901. 
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Report  on  the  Refugee  Camps  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony  for  August. 


Army  Headquarters,  Sottth  Africa. 

Pretoria,  September  13<A,  1901. 

Sir, 

I  have  t  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a  report  by  the  Chief 
Superintendent  on  the  Refugee  Camps  in  the  Cringe  River  Colony  for  the 
month  ending  August  31st,  1901. 

Attached  copies  of  telegrams  show  the.  action  taken  in  the  matter  of  the 
incinerator  at  Elroonstad. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedipnt  Servant, 

KITCHENER,  General. 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 

r 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
War  Qffice,  London,  S,W. 
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COPIES    OF    TELEGRAMS. 


From  Chief  to  G.O.C.,  Kroonstad,  O.R.C. 

Sept.  12th,  K.  7,329.  Report  on  Refugee  Camps  in  O.RC.  draws 
attention  to  nuisance  and  danger  to  health  of  camp  from  the  incinerator  at 
Kroonstad  (stop).  As  both  camp  and  incinerator  appear  movable,  one  or 
other  should  be  moved  at  once  (stop).  Please  inform  me  what  steps  you  are 
taking  to  abate  nuisance. 

From  G.O.C.,  Kroonstad^  to  Chief. 

Sept.  12th,  H.  6,057.  Your  K.  7,329.  Nuisance  has  abated  since 
incinerator  has  been  enlarged  (stop).     Will  endeavour  to  find  new  site. 


Ooveminent  Offices, 

Bloemfonteiuy  O.R.C, 

September  9th,  1901. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Greneral 
Commanding-in-Chief,  the  accompanying  Report  by  the  Chief  Superintendent 
on  the  Refugee  Camps  in  the  Orange  River  Colony  for  the  month  ending 
August  31st,  1901.  The  principal  points  in  the  Report  to  which  it  is  desired 
that  Lord  Kitchener's  attention  should  be  drawn  are — 

(1)  The  heavy  death-rate  in  some  camps,  due  to  the  recrudescence  of  the 
epidemic  of  measles  complicated  with  pneumonia,  and  the  destitute  and  ill-fed 
condition  of  some  of  the  refugees  when  brought  in  ;  and 

(2)  The  nuisance  caused  by  the  incinerator  at  Kroonstad  for  disposing  of 
the  carcases  of  dead  animals,  of  which  a  photograph  is  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  WILSON, 
Secretary  to  the  O.R.C.  Administration. 


The  Private  Secretary  to  the  General 

Commanding-in-Chief,  Pretoria. 
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Government  Offices^ 

Bloemfontein,  OM.C.y 
.,..-,        ,    ..     September  6th,  1901, 

The  Secretary,       ^  ......-' 

O.R.C.  Admmistration, 
;..  .    •'     Bloemfchtein/  ^  .        i.      :     -^ 

Sir,  J  .  , . 

i  have  the  honour  to  submit  this,  my  Report  on  Refiigee  Camps  for  the 
month  ending  August  31st,  1901,  with  a  view  to  same  being  submitted  to 
the  High  Commissioner  and  General  Gommanding-in-Ghief.  - 

1.  Distribution  of  Camps. — An  additional  camp  has  been  formed  at 
Orange  River  since  my  report  for  the  month  ending  July  31st  was  submitted. 
This  camp  is  now  in  working  order,  but  Orange  River  is  a  very  imsuitable 
site  for  a  Refugee  Camp :  firewood  has  to  be  procured  from  Kjmberley  and 
<?pal  from  Indwe.  .  ,  :    . 

It  is  difficult  to- imagine  how  the  refiigees  existed  for  six  weeks  before  I 
took  over  from  the  military  authorities.  I  understood  that  I  was  taking  over 
a  "going"  concern,  but  absolutely  nothing  was  in  existence  except  the 
refiigees,  a  few  tents,  and  the  veldt. 

A  list  of  camps,  ffiving  distribution  at  each  place,  together  with  the 
reserve  accommodation,  is  shown  as  under. 

(Signed)        A.  G,  TROLLOPK 


RETURN   OF   STRENGTH    ON   AUGUST  3l8T,  1901. 


^.'\k» 

Beserre 

Camp. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Accommoda- 
tion  for. 

AliVal  North 

707 

1,500 

2,230 

4,437 

150 

Bloemfontein           •  • 

859 

1,857 

3,870 

6,586 

— 

Brandfort     . . 

389 

1,031 

1,984 

3,404 

1,586 

BetbtiHe 

509 

1,525 

2,733 

4,767 

— 

Heilbron 

322 

774 

1,703 

2,799 

100 

Harrismith  .. 

ICO 

355 

679 

1,134 

200 

Kroonstad     • . 

588 

1,011 

1,727 

3,326 

600 

Kimberley     •  • 

566 

1,144 

1,991 

3,701 

-^ 

NoiTarg  Pont 

517 

1,022 

1,676 

3,215 

450 

Springfontein 

833 

939 

1,621 

2,89$ 



Vredef ort  Road      . . 

214 

536 

964 

1;714 

175 

Winburg 
Orange  River 

459 

754 

1,411 

2,624 

280 

114 

482 

911 

1,507 

176 

Total     .•         .. 

5,677 

12,930 

23,600 

42,107 

— 

Refugees  arriyed  too  late  for  classification  in  Heilbron  Refbgee  Gamp      715 
Grand  Total 42,822 

2.  Medical  Officers  and  Hospital  Staff. — The  distribution  of  doctors  and 
nurses,  trained  and  untrained,  are  shown  on  attached  sheet : — 
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Camp. 


Aliwal  North 


Bethnlie . 


Bloemfontein 


Brandfort 

Harrismith 
Heilbron 

Kimberlej 
Elroonfiiad 


29X 


Medical  Officers. 


Norval'B  Pont    .  • 

Springfontein    •  • 

Yredefort  Koad.  • 
Winburg. . 
Orange  River    •  • 


Dr.  Hoexter. 
„    Heath. 
„    Kops. 
„    Bateman. 

Dr.  Wohlers. 
„    MacKenzie. 
„     Carte  (en  route). 
„    Maddon  (en  routs). 

Dr.  Becker. 
„     Banmann. 
„     Bossiter. 
„     Cameron. 
„    Ralston. 
„     Spong  {en  route). 


Dr.  Martinius. 
,,     Arnold. 


Di*.  Beor. 

Dr.  Tregaskis. 
„     Clayton. 

Dr.  Woodward. 

Captain  Wanhill,  R.A.M.C. 

(temporary). 
Dr.  Ellis  (en  route). 
„     Tramper. 

Dr.  V.  d.  Waal. 
„    Moore. 
„    McArthnr. 
„     Gibson. 


Dr.  Caldwell. 
„     Scarlett  (on  commission). 
„     Key. 

Dr.  Webb. 
„     Stragban. 
„     Stnart. 

Dr.  Graham. 
„    Reynolds. 

Dr.  Molesworth. 
,,     Snehage. 

Dr.  De  Kock. 
,,    Edwards. 


Nurses. 


Norse  Sartees. 
„      Headland. 
MoLeod, 


Nnrse  Roos. 
,,      de  la  Ronviere. 


Nurse  Kennedy  (resigning) 

„  Tuck. 

„  Ilbery. 

„  Adcock. 

„  Thorpe. 

„  Anderson. 

«  Heighway. 

„  Russel. 

„  Paterson  {sn  route)^^ 

„  Bryant  (en  route). 

Nurse  Moore. 
„      Jong. 
„      Donovan. 

Nurse  Macneilage. 

Nurse  Allen  (on  leave) 
,,      Dinnie. 

Nurse  Careswell. 
„      McAdam. 
„      Taylor. 
„      Grey. 


Nnrse  Straghan  (on  leave). 
„      Dcane. 
„       Fitzpatrick. 
„      Heys. 
„       Pollard. 
„      Morling. 

Nurse  Broera. 
„  Hinton. 
„      Handleion. 

Nurse  Bullen. 
„      Wessels. 
„       Oliver  (sick). 

Nurse  Le  Fevre. 
„      Du  Port. 

Nurse  Bakkes. 
„      Butler. 

Nurse  Rutherford. 


3.  Death  Bate. — I  deeply  regret  to  report  that  the  death  rate  during  the 
past  month  has  again  been  considerably  augmented  owing  to  the  continuous 
outbreaks  of  severe  epidemics  of  measles  of  a  most  virulent  type,  followed  by 
pneumonia  and  other  complications. 

Statistics  show  an  increase  of  133*83  per  mille  per  annum  on  last  month's 
figures. 

The  rates  of  deaths  per  mille  per  annum  from  August  1st  to  31st, 
1901,  will  be  found  as  follows  : — 
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Camp. 

Number  of  Deaths 
daring  Angnst. 

Popalation  on 
AngoBt  Slst. 

Bate  per  1,000 
perumam. 

Aliwal  North 

Bloemfontein     •• 
Brandfort 

Beihalie 

Harrismitli        

Heilbron 

Kimberley 

Kroonstad          

Norral's  Pont 

Sprin^ontein     .. 

Vredefort  Road 

Winbmx. . 
Orange  River     , . 

192 
96 
22 

175 

7 

23 

163 

326 
62 
52 
17 
18 
4 

4.437 
6,586 
3.404 
4,767 
1,134 
3,514 
3,701 
3,326 
8.21S 
2,893 
1,714 
2,624 
1,507 

619-24 

174-84 

77-52 

440-52 

74-04 

78-48 

528-48 

1,176-12 

231-36 

216-84 

118-92 

82-2 

31-8 

Total 

1,157               1          43,620 

3,750-36 

This  makes  the  total  average  for  the  month  of  August  31 2*53  per  mille 
per  annum. 

I  attribute  this  abnormally  high  death  rate  to  the  following  causes  : — 

(a)  The  severe  epidemic  of  measles  followed  by  broncho-pneumonia, 
whilst  continuing  in  Kroonstad,  has  broken  out  in  Aliwal  North,  Bethulie, 
and  Kimberley. 

Springfontein,  I  am  pleased  to  report,  has  shown  a  very  considerable 
improvement. 

(b)  The  ever  continuing  influx  of  refugees  who  are  brought  in  in  a  most 
deplorable  state,  having  undergone  the  severast  privations,  are  quite  unable 
to  withstand  disease  when  attacked  ;  more  especially  young  children  whom, 
from  statistics,  claim  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  fatalities. 

It  must  still  be  borne  in  mind  that  had  epidemics  of  measles  not 
broken  out  in  the  various  camps  the  death  rate  would  have  been  very  minor. 
Of  a  total  of  1,157  deaths  in  all  camps  for  the  month  of  August,  815  are 
accounted  for  by  measles  and  complications. 

(o)  The  following  extracts  from  Superintendents'  reports  demonstrate  the 
diflSculties  that  have  to  be  contended  : — 

Brandfort  writes : 

"  Amongst  those  refugees  brought  in  by  General  Elliot's  column  a  great 
number  were  in  a  most  deplorable  state,  having  been  on  very  short 
rations  during  the  last  part  of  the  trek.  Most  of  them  had  been 
taken  from  a  Boer  laager  in  the  district  of  Hoopstad,  and  had  been 
with  the  commandos  for  several  months.  The  privations  and  hard- 
ships they  had  endured  had  told  with  great  efiect  on  the  health  of 
the  women  and  children,  many  of  whom  were  most  scantily  clad. 
In  some  instances  women  had  clothed  their  children  with  sheep 
skins  and  roughly-dressed  hides,  and  the  people  almost  without 
exception  expressed  their  pleasure  at  having  been  taken  away  from 
the  commandos." 

Kroonstad  Senior  Medical  Officer  reports  : 

**  On  the  south-west  side  of  the  camp,  about  2,000  yards  from  the  centre 
of  the  camp  and  1,500  yards  from  the  hospital,  is  situated  a 
crematory,  and  when  the  wind  blows  from  that  quarter,  the  smoke 
is  blown  over  the  camp.  The  smell  of  burning  decomposed  flesh 
is  then  unbearable.  If  this  pest  spot  is  not  removed  we  do  not  see 
how  the  health  of  the  camp  can  improve." 


The  G.O.C.  Kroonstad  has  been  repeatedly  approached  with  a  view  to 
removing  this  nuisance  but  declines.     The  latest  answer,  dated  August  29th,      f 
reads  as  follows  : — 
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Superintendent  Refugee  Camp, 
"  Kroonstad. 
**  It  is  regretted  that  these  incinerators  cannot  be  removed. 


'•(Signed) 


A.  A.  Chiohester,  Captain. 

"R.S.O.  and  Prov.  Marshal,  Kroonstad." 


A  photograph  of  the  crematorium  is  submitted  herewith.  I  may  also 
mention  on  August  14th  I  telegraphed  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Refugee 
Camp,  Kroonstad,  to  stop  aU  translocation  of  refugees  to  other  camps  till  the 
measles  epidemic  had  abated.  In  spite  of  this  the  G.O.C.  ordered  over 
700  people  to  Heilbron  on  August  29th  and  30th.  Ten  of  these  families 
were  suffering  from  measles.  The  matter  has  been  reported  to  His  Honour 
the  Deputy  Administrator. 

A  table  showing  the  number  of  sick  weekly  in  each  camp,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  among  same  will  be  found  as  under  : — 


Camp. 

Number  of  Sick  in 

Hospital, 
Angnst  Ist  to  7fch. 

Namber  of  Deaths 

among  Sick  in  Hospital, 

Angnst  Ist  to  7th. 

Aliwal  North 

Bloemfontein  ..         .. 

Brandfort        . .          . .          . . 

Bethnlie          ..         ..         .. 

Harrismith 

Heilbron          .. 
Kimberley 

Kroonstad 

Norval's  Pont 

Springfontein . . 
Vredefort  Road 
Winburg          

11 

121 

60 

33 

7 

16 
25 
66 
52 
49 
8 
19 

1 

11 

2 

1 
0 
0 
4 
13 
4. 
0 
1 
2 

Camp, 

Number  of  Sick  in 

Hospital, 
Angnst  8th  to  15th. 

Number  of  Deaths 

among  Sick  in  Hospital, 

August  8th  to  15th. 

Aliwal  North 

Bloemfontein  . . 

Brandfort        

Bethnlie           

Harrismith 
Heilbron 
Kimberley 
Kroonstad 

Norval's  Pont 

Springfontein . . 

Vredefort  Road          ••         •• 

Winbnrg         ••         •«         •• 
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Camp. 

Number  of  Sick  in 

Hospital, 

August  16th  to  22nd. 

Number  of  Deaths 

among  Sick  in  Hospital, 

August  loth  to  22iid. 

AUwal  North 

Bloemfontein  . . 

Brandfort        

Bethnlie 

Harrismith 

Heilbron         ..         ..         .. 

Kimborlej 
Kroonstad 

Nerval's  Pont 

Springfontein . . 

Vredefort  Boad         . .         . . 
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Camp. 

Nnmber  of  Sick  in 

Hoapitd, 
Angast  23rd  to  Slat. 

Nnmber  of  Deaths 

among  Sick  in  Hospital, 

Angnut  23rd  to  31st 

Aliwal  North  . . 
Bloeinfontein  • . 

Brandfort        

Betbnlie          

Harrismith 

Heilbron         

Kimberlej 

Kroonstad 

Norval's  Pont 

SpringfonteiQ . . 
Vredefort  Road 
Winburg          .•         •• 
Orange  River . . 

9 

152 

72 

31 

7 
21. 
39 
64 
32 
39 
12 
32 

8 

0 

13 

4 

7 

2 

1 
1 

16 
2 
5 
2 
1 
0 

The  total  nnmber  of  children  who  have  died  during  August  is  944. 

4.  Sanitation. — In  all  camps  continues  to  be  kept  in  an  excellent  state 
of  efficiency,  and  Superintendents  still  continue  to  combat  the  "work  entaUed 
by  the  never  ceasing  influx  of  refugees.  Extra  latrine  accommodation  is 
continually  being  provided  to  cope  with  this  steady  increase,  and  all  is  being 
done  in  the  interests  of  sanitation, 

5.  Health. — Is  decidedly  bad  on  the  whole,  but  had  it  not  been  for  the 
outbreak  of  epidemics  it  could  not  have  been  considered  otherwise  than 
excellent.  Both  medical  officers  and  nurses  are  working  at  very  high  pressure, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  results  for  the  ensumg  month  will  show  a 
decided  improvement. 

6.  Repoi'ts  and  Returns. — No  additional  reports  or  returns  have  been 
called  for  since  my  report  for  the  month  of  July  was  submitted. 

7.  Financial. — The  total  payments  made  during  August  were 
£61,241  25.  8c?. ;  deducting  from  this  the  sum  of  £8,909  185.  3d.  received 
from  the  civil  contractors  for  sheep  taken  over  at  the  various  from 
them,  the  nett  expenditure  was  £52,331  45.  5rf.,  working  out  at  a  cost  of 
T-^^d.  per  refiigee  per  day. 

8.  Spiritual. — The  following  additional  clergymen  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  have  been  appointed  to  refugee  camps  : — 

Rev.  du  Plessis,  Aliwal  North.  Rev.  de  Wet,  Bloemfontein. 
„     H.  Pienaar,  Brandfort.  „     A.  D.  Luckoff,  Bethulie. 

„     H.  P.  v.  d.  Merwe,  Heilbron.  .   „     J.  Hanckom,  Heilbron. 
„     Brummer,  Orange  River.  „     MacGregor,  Winburg. 

Each  camp  is  now  provided  with  a  clergyman,  and  in  cases  where  a  camp 
is  large  two  clergymen  have  been  appointed. 

9.  Fuel  and  Transport. — Rinderpest  having  broken  out,  I  am  having 
additional  difficulties  under  this  head,  out  hope  matters  will  shortly  improve. 
I  have  also  great  difficulty  in  procuring  goods  from  the  coaat,  railway  traffic 
being  sometimes  blocked.  A  large  percentage  of  stores  are  also  stolen  in 
transit. 

10.  Clothing. — £643  18^.  5d.  has  been  spent  during  the  month  of  August 
in  providing  warm  clothing  for  those  refugees  who  are  destitute,  and  4,600 
blankets  have  been  distributed. 

11.  Shops. — Continue  to  do  well,  and  are  undoubtedly  of  great  con- 
venience to  those  refugees  who  are  in  a  position  to  purchase  little  luxuries. 
Prices  continue  to  be  controlled  by  tariff  issued  by  the  Assistant  Provost 
Marshal,  but  a  little  license  is  allowed  storekeepers  whose  stores  are  situated 
in  camps  north  of  Bloemfontein,  to  allow  for  the  additional  freight  which  they 
ha?e  to  pay  for  the  carriage  of  the  goods  beyond  Bloemfontein.  No  additional 
stores  have  been  opened  since  my  last  report  fop  month*  ending  July  31st. 
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12.  Supplies. — Continue  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  and  Superintendents 
unanimously  declare  their  satisfaction  and  that  of  the  refugees  with  the 
supplies  issued. 

13.  General. — I  quite  thought  that  the  general  state  of  health  would 
have  improved  this  month,  as  the  climate  became  milder,  but  owing  to 
j^pidemics  having  broken  out  in  so  many  camps  I  regret^  I  am  itnable  to 
expect  any  lessening  of  the  death  rate  till  all  aiseases  of  a  malignant  type 
are  stamped  out.  .        , . ,    .  -^ 

A  number  of  persons  brought  in  recently  to  the  Brandfort  Camp  express 
themselves  greatly  surprised  at  the  treatment  they  and  all  refugees  receive  at 
our  hands,  and  many  have  told  the  Superintendent  that  they  are  led  to  believe 
all  sorts  of  impossible  stories  by  the  Boer  commandos.  I  feel  confident  the 
majority  of  people  in  refugee  camps  aire  extremely  grateful  for  the  treatment 
they  receive,  and  are  contented.  Over  50  per  cent,  are  living  in  better 
circumstances  than  they  ever  did  in  their  lives  before. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  ; 

Your  obedient  Servant,  '  '  '..    \  \ 

A.  G.  TROLLOPE,  Captain, 

Chief  Superintendent  Refugee  Camps, 

-    '     :    .  [''..-.  Orange  River  Colony. 
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Reports  on  the  Eefugee  Camps  at  Heidelberg, 
Standerton,  and  Volksrust,  by  Dr.  Kendal 
Franks. 


Armt  Hbadquartem,  South  Africa. 

Pretoria,  September  20th,  1901. 

Sir, 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  No.  C.-in-C./4,614,  dated  23rd  ultimo, 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  on  the  Refugee  Camps 
at  Heidelberg,  Stauderton,  and  Volksrust,  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  Honorary 
Consulting  Surgeon  to  His  Majesty's  Forces. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

KITCHENER,  General, 
Commanding-in- Chief,  South  Africa^ 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


HEIDELBERG. 


September  7tb,  1901. 

I  visited  this  camp  on  September  7th,  1901.  It  is  situated  about  a  mile 
from  the  town,  on  high  ground  between  the  hills  and  the  town.  The  camp  is 
divided  into  three  divisions.  The  first  division  occupies  the  east  side  of  a  low 
hill,  the  second  occupies  the  west  side,  and  the  third  is  on  the  side  of 
another  gently  rising  hill,  separated  from  the  second  division  by  a  shallow 
valley.  There  is  a  long  kopje  behind  the  first  and  second  camps,  a  shorter 
kopje  behind  the  third.  Between  the  kopjes,  about  600  yards  from  the  valley 
between  the  camps,  is  a  large  dam  of  good  water,  which  might  with  ease  be 
utilised  for  the  camp. 

On  September  6th  there  were  in  camp  766  women  and  982  children. 
The  people  in  the  camp  are  housed  : — 

(1)  In  bell  tents,  of  which  there  are  288. 

(2)  In  marquees,  of  which  there  are  69. 

(3)  In  square  Indian  tents,  numbering  20. 

(4)  In  sod  huts.     These  are  long  buildings,  divided  into  rooms,  measuring 

12  feet  by  10  feet.  They  accommodate  on  an  average  five  people, 
that  is,  a  mother  and  four  children,  or  a  husband,  his  wife,  and 
three  children.  I  visited  several  of  these  rooms,  of  which  there  are 
82  altogether.  Each  one  I  entered  was  very  tidy,  clean,  and  well 
furnished.  The  walls  were  neatly  hung  with  sacking.  The  inmates 
seemed  well  satisfied  with  their  quarters. 
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(5)  In  small  square  tents  brought  in  by  the  burghers,  and  pitched  besides 
the  ox-wagons,  a  sailcloth  covering  the  whole.  This  is  the  usual 
way  in  which  they  are  accustomed  to  camp  out.  The  parents 
usually  sleep  in  the  tent,  the  children  in  the  ox-wagon.  This 
arrangement  is  to  be  found  in  some  of  the  camps,  ft  is  a  dis- 
figurement in  the  camp,  and  leads  to  considerable  overcrowding. 
It  is  impossible  also  to  supervise  these  places  of  abode,  to  keep  them 
either  clean  or  tidy.  As  a  rule  the  ox- wagons  are  heaped  up  with 
clothes  and  bedding  indiscriminately,  are  models  of  disorder,  and 
usually  extremely  du'ty.  I  do  not  think  they  ought  to  be  allowed 
in  any  camp.  They  may  be  very  well  for  the  open  veldt,  but  they 
are  a  source  of  danger  in  a  crowded  camp. 

The  camp  is  divided  into  three  divisions,  called  respectively,  Camps  1,  2, 
and  3,  situated  on  the  sloping  sides  of  the  hills,  as  already  stated.  At 
present  the  water  is  drawn  from  holes  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  which,  after 
rain,  will  be  filled  up  and  prevent  pumping  work.  It  would  be  much  better 
to  bring  the  water  from  the  dam  between  the  kopjes  behind  the  camps. 

Over  each  section  of  the  camp  there  is  a  head  policeman,  with  three 
assistants  under  him,  all  burghers.  Their  duty  is  to  see  to  the  cleanliness  of 
the  camps,  and  to  report  to  the  Superintendent  all  that  goes  on.  In  addition 
there  are  two  policemen  on  duty  at  the  oflSce.  There  are  thus  14  policemen 
employed  here.  One  of  the  assistants  in  each  camp  is  detailed  to  visit  the 
tents,  to  report  any  which  are  not  properly  kept,  and  to  report  all  cases  of 
sickness.  Another  is  employed  as  a  ganger  to  the  men  at  work  in  the  camp. 
All  of  them  patrol  the  camp  to  see  that  the  sanitary  rules  are  carried  out, 
and  that  strangers  are  not  permitted  in  the  camp.  A  burgher  in  each  carnp. 
is  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  latrines. 

In  this  camp  there  is  as  yet  no  camp  matron,  and  there  are  no 
probationers ;  but  I  understand  that  this  will  shortly  be  rectified.  I  think 
theii*  absence  is  to  be  detected  in  the  interior  condition  of  the  tents. 

The  interior  of  the  tents  and  the  streets  in  the  camp  are  very  clean  and 
orderly.  The  burghers  in  the  camp  are  obliged  to  do  the  camp  work,  under 
the  policemen,  without  pay,  and  the  work  is  on  the  whole  well  done.  In 
Camps  1  and  2  the  tents  are  well  pitched  and  the  streets  are  straight. 
Camp  3  is  not  so  well  laid  out,  the  tents  are  somewhat  too  close ;  but  even 
here  the  streets  are  clean,  and  the  people  all  look  comfortable  and  contented. 
I  saw  here  several  sailcloth  shelters.  These  generally  consist  of  a  square  Boer 
tent  pitched  beside  an  ox-wagon,  and  the  whole  covered  with  a  large  sailcloth. 
This  is  the  ordinary  method  adopted  by  the  Boers  when  camping  out.  It  is 
unsuited  to  a  large  camp.  Coercive  measures  are  rarely  necessary.  On  one 
occasion  the  Superintendent,  when  going  round  the  camp,  noted  the  number 
of  those  tents  which  were  improperly  kept,  and  the  names  of  the  inmates ;. 
next  day  the  coffee  and  sugar  ration  was  reduced,  and  all  the  cases  noted. 
There  were,  of  course,  grumblings,  but  the  measure  bad  not  again  to  be 
resorted  to.  Thenceforth  the  reported  tents  were  beyond  reproach.  The 
order  to  raise  the  flaps  of  the  tents  every  morning  was  strictly  enjoined,  and 
well  carried  out  until  the  epidemic  of  measles  obliged  the  rule  to  be  relaxed. 

The  rations  here  are  the  same  as  in  other  camps.  The  Superintendent 
considers  that  the  issue  of  flour  and  sugiu*  is  just  right,  but  the  coffee  is  not 
sufficient  in  a  small  family.  The  supplementary  ration  of  rice  has  been  issued 
since  July  22nd,  but  on  two  or  three  occasions  the  supply  has  run  short,  and 
the  issue  could  not  be  mode.  There  is  at  present  an  ample  supply.  The  milk 
supplied  is  the  Milkmaid  brand  and  Sledge  brand.  The  former  is  excellent 
as  usual,  the  latter  is  the  reverse.  I  saw  several  tins  returned  by  the  people 
while  I  was  in  the  office.  These  were  in  various  stages  of  decomposition. 
In  one  case  there  was  not  a  sound  tin  among  the  lot.  This  brand  should 
be  no  longer  used.  A  tin  of  milk  is  given  out  for  each  child  under  two  every 
second  day.  The  meat  ration  is  mutton,  supplied  by  the  Army  Service  Corps  ; 
3  lbs.  per  week  are  issued  to  adults  and  2  lbs.  to  children.  All  doubtful 
meat  is  inspected  by  the  doctor  before  being  issued.  Soap  is  issued  as  part  of 
the  rations  ;  1 4  lbs.  of  coal  per  adult  is  issued  weekly,  and  7  lbs.  for  each 
child  under  12.  The  Superintendent,  Mr.  A.  A.  Allison,  suggests,  and  I 
think  his  suggestion  u  a  good  one,  that  wood  and  coal  should   be  issued  to 
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families  instead  of  per  head.  It  requires  nearly  as  much  fuel  to  cook  a  meal 
for  five  as  for  10  persons.  The  Caput  system  means  that  a  large  family  may 
have  more  than  they  want,  whilst  a  small  one  may  not  have  enough. 

Whilst  going  throuo^h  the  camp,  I  came  upon  a  pair  of  dwarfs,  brothers, 
both  burghers.  They  lived  in  adjoining  shelters.  Both  were  married  and 
liad  large  families,  all  the  children  being  well  formed.  Religious  services  are 
of  frequent  occurrence  in  these  camps,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  cleanliness 
is  very  far  removed  from  the  godliness  of  tlie  Boer. 

The  school  is  held  in  the  Dopper  Church,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  camp. 
The  building  will  accommodate  about  500  children.  The  attendance  on 
August  3 1st  was  339.  The  head  master  is  Mr.  Lingh^r ;  I  am  informed  that 
he  is  a  Colonial  Dutchman.  In  most  of  the  camps  the  head  master  is  a 
Britisher,  and  the  schools  under  their  supervision  are  generally  most  satis- 
factory. The  best  school  I  have  yet  met  with  in  any  camp  is  under  a 
Scotchman,  and  the  only  diflSculty  in  that  camp  is  to  find  sufficient  accom- 
modation for  aU  the  scholars  who  seek  admission.  Considering  the  enormous 
influence  upon  the  future  of  South  Africa  which  the  education  of  the  rising 
generation  will  exercise,  politically  as  well  as  intellectually,  I  think  that  it 
would  be  advisable  that  the  headmaster  in  all  the  schools  in  the  burgher 
camps  should  be  a  loyal  Britisher,  and,  if  possible,  at  least  half  of  his 
assistants  should  be  the  same. 

Besides  the  day  school  for  children  there  is  a  night  school  for  adults  in 
this  camp,  and  although  the  attendance  is  as  yet  not  very  large,  the  men  who 
attend  show  the  keenest  desire  to  learn,  especially  how  to  read  and  write, 
and  I  am  told  the  progress  they  make  is  most  satisfactory.  There  are  seven 
female  assistants  in  the  children's  school. 

The  hospital  consists  of  nine  marquees  or  E.P.  tents  ;  seven  of  these, 
furnished  with  seven  beds  each,  are  for  patients ;  one  is  used  as  an  operating 
theatre,  and  one  is  allotted  to  the  matron,  Sister  Bailey.  Under  her  is  a 
head  nurse,  and  14  probationers  selected  from  among  the  camp  refugees. 
Seven  of  these  are  for  day  work  and  seven  for  night.  They  change  about 
every  month. 

The  medical  charge  of  the  hospital  and  the  camp  is  entrusted  to 
Dr.  Rulston — a  gentleman  of  exceptional  ability  and  attainments.  He  is 
assisted  by  Dr.  Gill,  II.A.M.C.  For  the  present  this  works  very  well,  but 
the  pressure  thrown  upon  the  medical  officers  of  the  II.A.M.C.  is  so  great  by 
the  requirements  of  the  war  that  Dr.  Gill's  services  may  at  any  moment  b3 
required  for  medical  purposes,  and,  therefore,  it  would  be  advisable  to  appoint 
A  civilian  medical  officer  to  assist  Dr.  Ralston  as  soon  as  possible. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  broke  out  in  this  camp  about  July  16th. 
Previous  to  that  date  there  was  very  little  sickness  in  the  camp.  Thus  in 
the  first  week  in  July  there  were  40  cases  of  sickness,  and  in  the  second 
week  only  19.  Then  measles  began  and  the  number  of  sick  in  the  third 
week  mounted  up  to  92,  but  how  many  of  these  were  measles  was  not  stated. 
In  the  fourth  week  there  were  58  cases  of  illness,  of  which  38  were  measles. 
In  the  beginning  of  August  measles  advanced  rapidly.  In  the  first  week 
there  were  239  cases  of  sickness,  of  which  212  were  measles.  In  the  second 
week  out  of  277  returned  as  sick,  255  were  due  to  measles  alone.  In  the  third 
week  the  epidemic  began  to  wear  itself  out,  and  the  number  of  measles  cases 
fell  to  115,  all  other  cases  mounting  up  only  to  26.  The  fourth  week  showed 
much  the  same  state  of  affairs — 116  measles  and  21  other  diseases.  The  last 
week's  returns  show  the  epidemic  to  have  nearly  disappeared,  there  were  only 
39  cases  of  measles,  whilst  ordinary  illnesses  amounted  to  35. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  Heidelberg  Camp  in  July  was  18,  of  which 
nine  were  from  measles.  In  August  there  were  83  deaths,  and  58  of  these 
were  from  measles.  Although  the  death  rate  from  measles  is  high  it  does  not 
reach  the  level  observed  in  some  of  the  camps.  Dr.  Ralston  is  of  opinion  that 
the  hio-h  death  rate  from  this  disease  is  due  more  to  the  indiscriminate  and 
reckless  dosing  of  the  children  by  thfeir  parents  at  the  beginning  of  the  illness, 
or  even  before  it,  than  to  any  other  cause.  This,  taken  in  conjunction  with 
the  severe  type  of  the  malady  in  South  Africa,  and  to  the  very  improper  and 
neglectful  treatment  of  the  sick  childreii  in  the  tents,  explains,  though  it  in 
no  wise  condones,  the  terrible  ravages  which  this  epidemic  has  wrought  in  the 
burgher  camps.     When  I  speak  of  neglect  I  do  not  altogether  refer  to  wilful 
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and  heartless  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  tlioiigh  T  Lave  seen  instances 
of  this  in  the  camps,  and  several  of  the  medical  officers  have  spoken  to  me 
about  it.  As  an  instance,  one  of  these  gentlemen  wrote  to  me,  a  gentleman 
who  had  for  some  years  been  practising  in  Cape  Colony,  that  : — *'  A 
Mrs.  Celliers  always  had  a  lot  of  sickness  iu  her  tent,  to  whom  I  fell  caUed 
upon  to  put  the  fact  that  she  shamefully  neglected  her  children  very  plainly. 
She  said  plaintively,  in  anwer,  that  she  did  not  know  why  God  has  sent  her 
80  many  children,  He  must  know  how  she  hated  them.  One  of  her  children 
died  of  cancrum  oris  after  measles,  a  second  of  marasmus,  and  a  third  is  at 
present  in  hospital,  suffering  from  nothing  more  or  less  than  starvation." 

But  such  cases  as  this  are  exceptions.  The  neglect  I  specially  refer  to 
is  the  result  of  a  certain  fatalism  which  is  common  among  them,  only  I  suppose 
they  would  call  it  by  a  different  name.  ''It  is  God's  will  "  is  the  excuse,  or 
reason,  they  give  for  sitting  by  a  sick  child  and  never  moving  as  much  as  a 
finger  to  give  it  the  food  or  the  medicine  ordered  by  the  doctor.  "  A 
misdirected  energy,"  writes  the  same  medical  officer  from  cme  of  these 
burgher  camps,  "  often  enables  them  to  make  shrouds,  &c.,  for  their  children, 
while  they  still  live,  and  while,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  still  every  hope  for 
them." 

This  camp  is  not  surrounded  by  a  barbed  wire  fence,  and,  except  for  the 
watchfulness  of  the  burgher  police,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  people  from 
outside  going  into  the  camp,  or  surrendered  burghers  from  inside  goin^  out  to 
rejoin  the  commandoes  in  the  field.  The  people  are  allowed  nominally  twice 
a  week  to  go  into  the  town,  where  they  may  possibly  com  muni cato  with  their 
unsurrendered  friends,  and  where  they  certainly  do  buy  quack  remedies  which 
interfere  very  much  with  the  efforts  of  the  medical  officers  on  their  behalf. 
The  dispensary  in  the  camp  is  well  stored  with  drugs,  and  medical  comforts 
are  in  abundance,  so  that  I  think  it  would  be  no  hardship  to  limit  the  sphere 
of  their  perambulations. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  camp  are  good,  and  there  is  a  disin- 
fecting room  which  is  certain  to  ba  of  great  use.  Enteric  fever  in  the  camp 
is  uncommon.  Tn  July  there  were  nine  cases,  all  of  which  recovered.  In 
August  there  was  but  one  case,  which,  however,  terminated  fatally.  There 
were  five  cases  in  the  hospital  when  I  visited  it.  This  is  evidence  that  in 
a  camp  of  over  2,200  refugees,  every  care  is  taken  for  the  health  of  the 
community. 

KENDAL  FRANKS. 
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STANDERTON. 


September  9th,  1901. 

This  camp,  which  is  situated  to  the  east  of  the  railway  station  at 
Standerton,  on  tlie  banks  of  the  Vaal  River,  I  visited  on  September  9th, 
1901,  and  again  later.  As  the  river  emerges  from  beneath  the  railway 
Ibridge,  it  winds  round  first  towards  the  north,  and  then,  by  a  sweeping 
curve,  it  runs  almost  due  east,  foiTning  the  northern  boundary  to  the 
ground  on  which  the  camp  is  pitched,  then  the  river  turns  again  to 
the  north.  A  deep  donga  runs  into  the  river  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
old  camp,  and  divides  it  from  part  of  the  new  camp  and  from  the  site 
of  the  new  hospital.  The  railway  forms  the  southern  boundary  to  the 
ground  on  which  the  camp  is  pitched,  and  a  siding  here  affords  great 
facilities  for  bringing  supplies  into  the  camp.  This  camp  was  originally 
started  under  the  military  in  December,  1900,  but  was  handed  over  to  civil 
•control  in  February,  1901.  The  Superintendent  is  Mr.  Frank  Winfield. 
He  seems  enterprising  and  energetic,  and  he  is  introducing  many  reforms, 
which  were  apparently  much  needed,  judging  from  the  differences  to  be 
observed  between  the  new  camp  and  the  old. 

The  whole  camp  is  surrounded  by  a  double-barbed  wire  fence,  with  a 
barbed  wire  entanglement  between.  This  has  been  put  up  by  the  burghers  in 
the  camp,  and  was  completed  on  August  29th. 

There  are  in  camp  at  present  3,329  refugees,  consisting  of  630  men, 
1,200  women,  and  1,499  children.  About  a  thousand  of  the  refugees  used  to 
be  housed  in  the  town,  but  they  have  been  gradually  moved  into  the  camp, 
and  now  only  Hi  remain  in  thie  town,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  doctor,  are 
not  fit  to  be  moved  into  the  camp.  The  Superintendent  hopes,  when  the 
warm  weather  comes,  to  have  no  refugees  in  the  town  or  outside  the  fence. 

The  camp  consists  of  550  bell  tents,  with  an  average  number  of 
4*5  inmates;  -^2  marquees,  averaging  17  inmates;  93  square  or  Boer  tents 
and  wagons,  containing  on  an  average  seven  inhabitants ;  and  24  rooms,  '*  sod 
huts,"  which  contain  on  an  average  three  people  each. 

The  Boer  tents  and  v/agons,  generally  covered  with  a  stiilcloth,  are  found 
almost  exclusively  in  the  old  camp.  The  observations  which  I  made  in  my 
report  on  Heidelberg  regarding  these  places  of  abode,  apply  equally  here,  and 
the  Superintendent  purposes  getting  rid  of  them  by  degrees,  as  the  new  camp 
expands.  The  ground  upon  which  the  camp  is  pitched  is  generally  well 
chosen.  It  slopes  downward  gently  towards  the  Vaal  on  the  north  and 
towards  the  donga  on  the  east.  The  site  for  the  new  hospital  and  for  part  of 
the  new  camp  slopes  downwards  towards  the  same  donga  which  bounds  the 
new  site  on  the  west.  Round  each  tent  is  a  small  circular  trencli,  from  the 
most  depending  part  of  which  a  narrow  trench  runs  obliquely  to  join  the 
street  furrow.  These  furrows  run  parallel  to  the  line  of  tents  either  towards 
the  Vaal  or  the  donga,  and  ensures  a  thorough  drainage  of  the  camp  in  wet 
vrcalher. 

Under  the  Superintendent  is  a  Head  Overseer,  who  gets  army  rations 
and  7.s\  GcL  a  day.  His  name  is  J.  H.  Harvemann.  He  was  formerly  a  Boer 
mounted  policeman  at  Ermelo,  and,  I  was  informed,  performs  his  duties  as 
Head  Overseer  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner.  Under  him  are  six  burghers, 
whcse  duties  are  to  go  through  the  camp  and  clean  up  the  streets.  The 
sweepings  have  to  be  removed  to  a  dumping  ground  about  two  miles  from 
camp,  which  is  a  ditficult  task,  owing  to  the  want  of  sufficient  transport. 
These  sinitary  men  are  iissisted  by  22  Kaffirs.  They  have  also  to  look  after 
the  latrines  and  keep  them  clean.  A  Boer  woman,  with  a  Kaffir  to  assist  her, 
IS  responsible  for  the  women's  latrines. 

The  inmates  of  a  tent  are  responsible  for  the  immediate  envirv^ns,  as  well 
as  ibe  interior,  of  tho  tent.  They  are  also  obliged  to  fasten  up  the  skirtings 
of  the  tent  every  morning,  so  as  to  have  a  thorough  ventilation.     Should  they 
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fail  to  carry  out  these  instructions,  they  are  warned  by  the  police.  Should 
tlie  warning  be  disregarded,  they  are  reported  to  the  Superintendent.  He 
gives  them  a  second  warning,  which  is  generally  sufficient ;  but  if  no  attention 
is  paid  to  this  warning,  the  next  day  the  sugar  or  the  coffee  ration  is  reduced. 
This  never  fails  ;  and  now  it  is  only  the  new  and  inexperienced  corner  who 
tests,  and  tests  but  once,  the  forbearance  of  the  Superintendent. 

Twenty-five  burghers  are  employed  as  police  within  the  precincts  of  the 
yamp.  One  of  them,  Van  Wych,  acts  as  corporal  over  the  rest.  Besides  their 
duties  in  policing  the  camp  referred  to  above,  they  have  to  guard  the  gate  in 
the  fence,  and  to  see  that  no  strangers  enter  the  camp. 

Military  police  guard  the  outside  of  the  camp.  They  consist  of  three 
sergeants,  one  orderly,  two  cooks,  and  29  men,  lent  by  the  G.O.O.,  and 
selected  from  the  convalescents  in  the  military  hospital.  One  of  these, 
together  with  one  of  the  burgher  police,  is  always  on  duty  at  the  gate.  The 
others  are  available  as  sentries,  but  none  of  them  are  allowed  inside  the  camp 
after  sundown.  By  this  system  it  is  now  practically  impossible  for  anyone  to 
leave  or  enter  the  camp  after  sundown  undetected. 

Twenty  burghers  are  employed  as  camp  workeis.  They  dig  trenches, 
pitch  the  tents,  and  go  up  to  the  station  to  receive  fresh  families  as  they 
arrive.     One  of  th^m,  an  English  burgher,  J.  C.  Bradley,  is  over  them. 

Eighteen  burghers  under  a  head  conductor,  S.  Bower,  another  English 
burgher,  aie  in  charge  of  the  transport.  They  have  to  bring  over  all  fresh 
arrivals  from  the  station  to  the  camp.  They  have  to  cart  all  the  wood,  coal, 
and  water  for  the  use  of  the  camp ;  they  have  to  fetch  the  meat  and  bread 
from  the  town,  as  also  the  army  rations,  for  the  probationers  and  for  such 
others  as  are  entitled  to  receiv^e  them. 

Other  burghers  are  employed  as  butchers  for  the  camp  under  an 
experienced  Boer  farmer,  who  acts  as  head  butcher.  Last  month  19  men 
were  so  employed,  but  this  month  the  number  has  been  reduced  to  five. 

In  addition  to  these,  two  burghers  are  employed  preparing  sheep  skins, 
four  as  carpenters,  four  storemen  under  Mr.  Machell  the  storekeeper,  three  for 
sawing  wood,  one  for  boiling  water,  and  eight  for  building  purposes  in  the 
camp. 

There  are  thus  80  burghers  employed  in  the  camp,  out  of  a  total  of  630. 
There  are,  therefore,  a  very  large  number  of  unemployed,  for  whom  it  would 
be  advisable  to  procure  some  occupation. 

.There  wns  no  matron  here  until  a  few  days  ago,  when  Mrs.  Stephens 
arrived  from  Pietoria.  She  seems  a  most  capable,  energetic  woman,  and 
promises  to  make  a  good  matron.  Mrs.  Duyt,  a  refugee,  acts  as  assistant 
matron.  She  has  at  present  two  probationers  under  her.  Considering  the 
important  duties  which  the  probationers  should  perform  under  the  direction 
of  the  mution,  in  looking  after  the  tents  and  their  inmates,  in  reporting  cases 
of  illness,  and  seeing  to  the  distribution  of-  medical  comforts  to  the  proper 
people,  as  well  as  reporting  in  all  cases  of  need  or  necessity,  this  number  is 
quite  unequal  to  the  work  of  such  a  large  camp.  I  consider  that  at  least 
12  probationers  should  be  employed,  so  that  the  work  should  be  done 
efficiently. 

There  are  two  schools  for  the  refugee  children,  one  in  the  town,  the  other 
in  the  camp.  The  headmaster  is  Mr.  J.  H.  Hugo,  a  Dutchman.  He  is  assisted 
in  the  town  school  by  three  English  and  one  Dutch  teachers,  all  women.  In 
the  sch«»ol  in  the  camp  the  teachers  are  three  Dutchmen,  one  Dutch  woman, 
and  one  English  woman.  This  camp  school  consists  of  four  marquees  and  two 
long  canvas  huts,  very  well  arranged.  All  the  children  seemed  well  ordered, 
clean,  and  happy.  When  I  visited  it  there  were  altogether  215  children 
present,  the  number  on  the  books  being  365.  This  falling  off  of  the 
attendance  was  attributed  by  the  teachers  to  the  measles  in  the  camp.  The 
observations  1  made  in  my  report  on  Heidelberg  in  connection  with  the 
teachers  in  the  school  I  would  emphasise  here. 

As  regards  the  general  appearance  of  the  cimp  there  is  a  markecl 
difference  between  the  old  and  new.  In  the  old  camp  the  tents  are  much 
too  close  and  are  irregularly  pitched. 

All  through  the  camp  the  Boer  tent  and  wagon  are  to  be  found,  and  as 
these  are  pitched  one  close  up  to  another  it  is  impos|ible  to  pass  between  one 
family  encampment  to  another.     The  new  camp,  by  contrast,  looks  extremely 
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well ;  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  to  the  west  and  south  of  the  donga.  The 
tents  are  regularly  pitched,  with  a  good  space  between  each  tent,  and  the 
streets  are  well  drained  and  clean.  The  smaller  portion  of  the  new  camp 
lies  on  the  other  side  of  the  donga.     It  also  is  well  pitched. 

An  unfinished  building  in  the  centre  of  the  new  hospital  grounds  will 
provide  accommodation  for  the  dispensary,  consulting  room,  and  matron's 
quarters.  The  hospital  grounds  are  enclosed  by  a  wire  fence.  The  present 
hospital  is  situated  near  the  old  camp,  and  is  too  shat  in  by  buildings  and 
tents,  so  that  the  change  to  the  new  site  will  be  a  great  improvemenr.  Dr. 
Pearce  is  in  sole  charge.  The  matron  of  the  hospital  is  Mrs.  Barrett,  a 
thoroughly  trained  nurse.  She  is  assisted  by  nine  probationers,  selected  from 
among  the  refugees  in  the  camp.  Four  help  by  day  and  five  do  the  night 
work.  When  the  hospital  is  moved  and  enlarged  more  nurses  (trained)  will 
be  required.  At  present,  owing  to  a  want  of  systematic  tent-visiting,  a 
large  number  of  cases  of  sickness  in  camp  are  concealed,  so  that  the  number 
in  hospital,  or  recorded,  is  not  an  accurate  gauge  of  the  number  of  sick  in 
camp.  With  a  better  supervision  by  the  new  camp  matron  and  the 
probationers  under  her,  much  more  use  may  be  expected  to  be  made  of  the 
hospital  than  formerly. 

The  hospital  at  present  consists  of  three  bell  tents,  for  emergency  cases, 
and  four  marquees,  one  for  men,  and  for  women,  one  for  children,  and  one 
for  convalescents ;  the  men's  marquee  is  usually  occupied  by  children  to  a  great 
extent.  Each  marquee  contains  seven  beds.  In  addition  there  is  a  room 
with  four  beds  in  it  for  children,  but  it  is  small  and  close.  When  I  visited 
it,  there  were  in  all  27  patients  in  the  hospital  suffering  from  the  usual 
ailments,  five  of  whom  were  convalescent.     Two  only  of  these  27  were  men. 

The  epidemic  of  measles  in  this  camp  seems  to  have  worn  itself  out,  and 
consequently  the  mortality  has  been  gi'eatly  reduced.  Thus  in  the  six  weeks 
ending  September  6th  there  were  40  deaths,  eight  of  which  only  were  due  to 
measles,  and  five  to  enteric. 

The  rations  in  this  camp  are  the  same  as  in  the  other  camps ;  the  supple- 
mentary issue  of  rice  has  been  given  out  for  the  past  three  weeks  ;  3  ounces 
of  soap  is  issued  weekly  per  head.  The  same  system  of  issuing  duplicate 
sets  of  clean  white  bags  with  the  rations  in,  as  I  described  as  being  in  use  at 
Barberton,  is  used  here  also,  and  is  to  be  commended. 
« 

KENDAL   FRANKS. 
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VOLKSRUST. 


September  10th,  1901. 

I  visited  this  camp  on  September  10th,  1901.  It  is  situated  south-east 
by  south  of  the  railway  station,  and  by  the  irony  of  fate  the  burghers  in  this 
camp,  whilst  lamenting  their  present  condition,  by  looking  south  can  see  but 
a  few  miles  off  the  precipitous  sides  and  large  flattened  top  of  Araajuba, 
reminding  them  continuously  of  perhaps  the  most  glorious  episode  in  their 
history.  To  my  great  regret  the  day  I  visited  the  place  Majuba  and  Laing's 
Nek  were  almost  completely  "  wiped  out "  by  heavy  clouds  and  a  dust  storm, 
and  in  the  afternoon  it  rained,  which  prevented  me  taking  any  photographs  of 
the  camp  with  its  interesting  and  liistoric  background. 

This  is  a  large  camp  containing  5,271  refugees,  of  which  707  are  men, 
2,341  women,  and  2,223  children.  The  camp  is  divided  into  six  sections  by 
means  of  very  broad  streets,  called  respectively  Sections  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  and 
F.  These  sections  contain  117  marquees,  1,034  bell  tents,  93  Boer  tents  with 
the  generally  accompanying  wagon,  and  seven  buildings.  The  present 
Superintendent,  Mr.  George  M.  King,  took  over  the  management  on 
August  19th,  so  he  has  only  been  in  charge  of  the  camp  for  three  weeks.  He 
is  beginning  to  effect  considerable  changes,  which  it  is  clear  the  camp  very 
much  required.  Many  of  the  districts  show  great  carelessness  in  the  pitching 
and  arranging  of  the  tents.  Not  only  are  they  irregular,  blocking  up  the 
streets,  but  they  are  too  close  together.  District  D  is  the  worst  in  this 
respect.  The  Superintendent  is  weeding  out  these  districts,  repitching  the 
tents  in  more  open  spaces,  and  in  the  sections  where  this  has  been  done  I 
find  the  distance  between  the  tents  in  line  is  33  feet  from  pole  to  pole,  and 
across  the  street  from  pole  to  pole  is  45  feet.  It  appears  that  at  first  the 
sections  in  the  camp  corresponded  to  districts  in  the  country,  such  as 
Wakkerstroom,  Ermelo,  &c.,  but  by  degrees  the  people  got  mixed  up,  and  it 
would  ba  an  enormous  task  to  ditferentiate  them  now.  The  Superintendent 
would  like  to  separate  the  inveterately  dirty  and  untidy  refugees  from  those 
of  more  civilised  habits,  and  put  them  into  a  section  by  themselves.  I  think 
this  would  be  a  good  plan,  and  might  have  a  wholesome  effect  upon  the 
slovenly.  The  small  trenches  around  the  tents  and  down  the  streets  are  well 
devised  to  keep  the  camp  dry  in  the  rainy  season,  which  is  at  hand. 

There  is  a  Head  Overseer,  styled  a  corporal,  over  the  whole  camp.  Under 
him  there  is  one  overseer  over  each  section.  This  overseer's  duty  is  to  see 
that  the  people  sweep  round  their  own  tents,  and  convey  the  sweepings  to 
specified  dust-heaps.  There  are  two  wagons  which  have  been  lent  to  the 
camp  by  the  A.S.C.  for  transport  purposes ;  they  fetch  rations  and  families 
from  the  railway  station,  and  convey  the  dead  to  the  cemetery,  which  is 
situated  about  two  or  three  miles  away  from  the  camp.  When  not  otherwise 
engaged  on  transport  duty,  they  assist  two  other  wagons  which  are  sent 
every  morning  by  the  A.S.C.  to  cart  away  the  dust-heaps  in  the  camp  to  the 
rubbish  heap,  about  500  yards  from  the  camp.  There  is  a  commissariat 
overseer,  who  accompanies  the  wagons  to  the  station,  and  takes  charge  of  all 
goods  which  arrive.  Two  sanitary  overseers  look  after  the  latrines,  and 
another  overseer  has  charge  of  the  gravediggers  and  keeps  a  registry  of  the 
graves. 

The  storekeeper  is  Mr.  Morris,  a  very  capable  official.  His  storehouse  is 
at  present  nothing  but  a  sod  hut,  too  small,  too  dark,  and  otherwise  totally 
unsuited  to  the  requirements  of  the  camp.  The  rations  are  the  same  as 
elsewhere.  The  supplementary  ration  of  rice  is  issued  here ;  3  ounces  of  soap 
is  given  out  with  mtions  to  each  person  in  the  camp  per  week.  Owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  fresh  meat,  1  lb.  per  adult  and  ^  lb.  per  child  under  12  per  week 
of  corned  beef  was  begun  to  be  issued  to-day.  The  flour  ration  is  considered 
here  to  be  quite  right.  14  lbs.  of  coal  and  7  lbs.  of  wood  are  issued  per  head 
per  week;  during  the  epidemic  of  measles   this  was  somewhat   increased. 
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There  is  a  committee  of  20  to  30  refugees  who  make  soup  for  the  sick  in 
camp.  The  members  of  this  committee  are  allowed  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  coal  and  wood  for  this  purpose. 

This  camp  is  entirely  surrounded  by  a  double  barbed  wire  fenoe.  Hence 
no  burgher  police  have  hitherto  been  employed  in  this  camp.  Outside  the 
fence  military  pickets  are  on  duty  all  night.  The  overseers  in  this  camp 
apparently  do  the  work  assigned  to  the  burgher  police  in  some  of  the  others. 

A  matron  for  this  camp  arrived  here  a  week  ago.  She  is  at  present 
distributing  clothing,  and  which  has  arrived  for  the  refugees.  She  is  assisted 
by  four  probationers  from  the  camp,  who  are  engaged  finding  out  the  require- 
ments of  the  poor. 

This,  to  my  mind,  is  only  a  small  portion  of  the  work  which  the  camp 
matron,  assisted  by  the  probationers,  should  perform.  I  sketched  out  for  her 
the  work  she  should  do,  or  see  done,  in  the  camp.  With  a  population  of  over 
5,000  to  deal  with,  four  probationers  are  quite  insufficient.  I  therefore  asked 
the  Superintendent  to  supply  her  with  12  probationers,  that  is,  two  for  each 
section,  pending  the  authorisation  by  the  Military  Governor.  I  observed  that 
many  of  the  people  in  this  camp  appeared  very  poor,  with  insufficient  clothing. 
Some  Dutch  ladies  from  the  colony  have  been  arranging  for  the  distribution  of 
clothing  on  behalf  of  the  Netherlands.  As  far  as  I  was  able  to  discover  at  the 
time  the  distribution  by  these  ladies  was  not  proportioned  to  the  requirements 
of  the  people,  but  was  guided  entirely  by  political  considerations.  The 
clothnig  and  other  comforts  were  distributed  only  to  those  families  whose 
father,  or  brothers,  or  husbands  were  still  out  on  commando — as  I  have  heard 
it  described,  only  to  those  who  have  proved  "loyal  to  us,"  i>.,  the  Dutch 
still  in  the  field. 

There  are  two  hospitals  connected  with  this  camp,  one  in  the  town,  the 
other  in  the  camp.  The  camp  hospital  is  used  for  infectious  cases,  as  measles, 
dysentery,  and  enteric. 

It  consists  of  four  marquees  w^ith  six  beds  in  each,  for  patients.  Three 
other  marquees  belonging  to  the  hospital,  and  now  used  for  various  purposes, 
could  be  utilised  for  patients  if  required. 

The  hospital  matron  is  Sister  Walsh,  who  was  formerly  the  matron  at 
Irene  Camp.  She  arrived  here  on  July  30th,  and  did  camp  work  until  this 
hospital  was  opened  on  September  1st.  She  has  four  probationers  under  her, 
three  refugees  from  the  camp  and  one  a  Scotch  girl.  They  are  all  untrained, 
but  the  Scotch  girl  has  proved  most  intelligent  and  quick.  When  I  visited 
the  hospital  there  were  10  patients  in  it — five  enteric,  two  acute  rheumatism, 
who  were  too  ill  to  be  moved  to  the  town  hospital,  and  three  cases  of 
dysentery. 

The  town  hospital  was  formerly  the  Grand  Hotel.  This  and  the  camp 
hospital  are  under  the  care  of  Dr.  R.  Hamilton,  formerly  of  Johannesburg, 
assisted  by  Dr.  Craster,  a  civil  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Yorks  and  Lancasters. 
The  matron  is  Miss  Bartmann,  and  she  has  10  probationers  under  her.  There 
are  in  this  hospital  three  large  wards,  one  containing  eight  beds,  one  seven 
beds,  and  one  six.  Besides  these  there  are  three  smaller  rooms,  one  of  which, 
containing  three  beds,  is  occupied  by  patients,  the  other  two  have  been  handed 
over  temporarily  as  quarters  for  two  commandants,  prisoners  of  war.  Outside 
the  hospital  are  three  bell  tents  for  diphtheria,  in  which  there  is  at  present 
only  one  patient,  convalescent ;  and  three  marquees,  one  used  as  an  operation 
tent  and  two  for  convalescents.  In  one  of  these  were  nine  children,  in  the 
other  seven.  Thus  there  were  in  the  hospital  24  patients,  snftering  mostly 
from  pneumonia,  enteric,  and  pneuma-enteric,  and  17  convalescents. 

Though  this  hospital  is  well  looked  after  and  managed,  the  rooms  are 
old  and  not  suited  for  hospital  use.  I  think  it  would  be  much  better,  as  soon 
as  circumstances  allow,  to  remove  alt  the  patients  into  marquees  in  camp,  and 
to  have  but  the  one  hospital.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  good  system  to  have  the 
hospital  for  the  refugees  in  the  town. 

Just  outside  the  camp,  and  near  its  entrance,  are  three  booths  ;  one  is  a 
butcher  s  shop,  one  a  vegetable  and  fruit  shop,  kept  by  Indians,  and  the  third 
is  a  bar  where  lemonade  and  other  non-intoxicating  liquors  are  sold.  They  all 
seemed  to  be  doing  a  fairly  good  business. 

A  little  to  the  right  of  the  entrance,  and  outside  the  barbed  wire  fence, 
are  three  long  canvas  huts,  measuring  each  52  feet  by  16  feet.     These  are 
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fitted  up  as  schook,  and  seem  admirably  suited  for  the  purpose.  They  will 
recjuire  windows  made  in  the  sides  for  ventilation  when  the  hot  weather 
begins.  Besides  these  there  are  two  iron  buildings  in  the  town  which  are  also 
used  as  schools.  One  of  them  is  an  airy  bam-like  room.  It  was  used  by  the 
Boers  as  a  storehouse,  and,  consequently,  towards  the  farther  end  the  floor 
has  a  good  deal  sunk.  This  is  also  used  as  a  church,  and  hence  the  forms  and 
desks  are  continually  beiwg  lifted,  so  that  the  room  had  not  the  orderly 
appearance  one  would  have  liked  to  see.  The  other  building  was  formerly  a 
bLuiard  room.  The  cushions  and  cloth  have  been  removed  from  the  table,  so 
that  the  children  seated  round  the  table  can  use  the  great  slab  of  slate  for 
doing  their  sums  on,  and  for  learning  to  write.  Unfortunately  it  was  late  in 
the  afternoon  when  1  was  forced  to  inspect  the  schools,  and,  therefore,  there 
were  no  children  present.  I  understand  that  there  are  altogether  706 
children's  names  on  the  books,  but  owing  to  the  epidemic  of  measles  the 
attendance  at  present  is  372.  There  are  13  teachers  employed  in  the  schools, 
of  which  two  are  Hollanders,  and  1 1  are  English-speaking  Africanders. 

I  was  accompanied  on  my  inspection  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Corbett,  the  inspector 
of  schools  in  the  South  Eastern  District.  He  seemed  a  very  keen  and 
energetic  official,  putting  his  whole  soul  into  his  work. 

The  water  supply  in  this  camp  is  exceptionally  good  and  abundant.  There 
are  11  standpipes  in  the  camp  and  one  well. 

The  sickness  in  this  camp  has  been  verj^  high,  mostly  due  to  the  epidemic 
of  measles.  The  average  number  of  sick  per  week  in  August  was  409  children, 
155  women,  and  62  men.  The  lightest  week  was  the  week  ending  August  2nd, 
and  the  heaviest  was  the  week  ending  August  23rd,  when  there  were  847  cases 
of  sickness  altogether.  The  number  of  deaths  during  August  were  : — 12  men, 
32  women,  and  204  children,  or  a  total  of  248.  Of  these  204  were  due  to 
measles,  10  to  enteric,  20  to  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  and  five  each  to 
diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  Hence,  if  we  eliminate  the  abnormal  epidemic  of 
measles,  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  camp  for  the  month  was  44,  or  only 
83  per  cent,  of  the  population,  which,  bearmg  in  mind  all  the  unfavourable 
circumstances,  cannot  be  considered  excessive.  During  the  week  ending 
September  6th,  there  was  a  considerable  falling  oflT  in  the  number  of  the  sick, 
chiefly  observable  among  the  children,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  epidemic  of 
measles  having  begun  to  wear  itself  out.  There  were  returned  as  sick  52  men, 
93  women,  and  264  children.  The  deaths  from  September  1st  to  the  10th 
inclusive,  were  : — Five  men,  five  women,  and  48  children.  The  majority  of 
them  died  of  measles,  bronchitis,  and  pneumonia. 

I  visited  a  great  number  of  tents  in  this  camp,  and  was  struck  by  the 
number  of  clean,  tidy,  and  well  furnished  tents  I  came  across.  There  was  no 
overcrowding  anywhere  in  the  tents,  except,  perhaps,  in  some  of  the  Boer 
tent-and-wagon  arrangement,  which  I  would  like  to  see  prohibited  in  these 
camps.  Some  of  the  tents  were,  as  usual,  dirty  and  uncared  for,  a  fit  reflection 
of  the  inmates  themselves;  but  in  a  larger  nmnber  there  was  evidence  of 
comfort,  order,  and  cleanliness,  which  in  many  of  the  camps  I  have  looked  for 
in  vain. 

KENDAL  FKANKS. 
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Reports  on  the  Working  of  the  Refugee  Camps 

in  the  Transvaal. 


Army  HEADQir^iBXERS,  South  Africa. 

Fretoria,  September  20th,  1901. 
Sir, 

In  Ointinuatiori  of  my  letter  No.  C.-m-C./4,614,  dated  13th  instant, 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  on  the  working  of  the 
Refugee  Camps  in  the  Transva;il  for  the  month  of  August,   1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

KITCHENER,  General, 

Comma uding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

War  Office,  London,  S.W. 


Pretoria,^ 

September  19th,  1901. 
The  Military  Governor, 

Pretoria. 
Sir, 

Herewith  T  beg  to  submit  the  following  documents  relating  to  the 
Burgher  Camps  for  the  period  August  1st  to  31st,  1901,  and  reports,  as 
unrler: — 

1.  Financial  Statement  for  July. 

2.  Statistical  Return  for  month  of  July  for  all  Burgher  Camps. 

3.  F(;rtnightly  Statistical  Returns  supplied  to  Army  Headquarters. 

4.  Circulars  to  Superintendents  : — 

No.  67.     Instructions  to  Marriage  Officers. 
„    73.     General  Instructions  to  Superintendents. 
„    74a.  Re  Vaccination. 

5.  Dr.  Kendal  Franks'  Reports  : — 

(1^  On  Barberton. 

(2)  On  Balmoral. 

(3)  On  Belfast. 

(4)  On  Middelburg. 

6.  W.  M.  Brown's  Report  on  Vereeniging. 

7.  Reports  of  Pretoria  Government  "Relief  Committee. 

8.  Superintendents  Reports  for  the  month,  including  Medical  Report  for 

each  camp. 
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The  suggestions  contained  in  the  reports  ot  Dr.  Kendal  Franks  on  the 
camps  at  Barberton,  Belfast,  Middelburg,  and  Balmoral  will  be  acted  on 
wherever  possible — especially  in  regard  to  the  Middelburg  Camp.  The  staff 
of  the  Superintendent  has  already  been  strengthened,  and  preparations  are 
being  made  for  the  change  of  camping  ground.  Mr.  Gardiner,  the  Superin- 
tendent, is  not  considered  by  this  office  as  incompetent,  but  circumstances 
with  which  you  are  familiar  have  militated  against  his  getting  his  camp  to 
the  same  state  of  efficiency  as  some  other  camps  have  attained  to.  Amongst 
these  adverse  circumstances  I  may  mention  : — The  site  of  the  campy  the 
nature  of  the  surface  in  and  about  Middelburg  not  lending  itself  to  the 
pui^oses  of  a  camp  so  well  as  is  the  case  in  most  other  localities.  The 
cJa-'S  of  people  in  some  sections  of  this  camp  are  of  the  very  worst  type  of 
Boer,  hailing  fix>m  the  poorest  and  most  fever-stricken  districrts  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  commonly  known  amongst  their  fellow  countrymen  as  '*  Mapochers.'* 
It  is  no  simple  matter  to  j^et  these  people  to  abide  by  the  rules,  and  maintain 
the  discipline,  of  well-regulated  societies.  Ths  size  of  the  camp,  owing  to  the 
lack  of  suitable  spots  for  camps,  grew  almost  unwieldy.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  diiring  May  and  June  the  camp  grew  from  a  roll  of  1,200  souls  ta 
something  over  7,000.  The  greatest  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
accommodation  for  these  people,  and  the  Superintendent  may  well  be  excused 
if  he  was  at  his  wits'  end  to  meet  his  responsibilities,  and  1  am  confident  he 
will  soon  bring  his  camp  into  line  with  others  more  favourably  circumstanced. 

With  reference  to  the  death  rate,  arrangements  are  being  made  for  more 
detailed  statistics  to  be  collected  and  returned  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  (Transvaal),  with  the  view  of  ascertaining,  if  possible,  the  infantile 
mortality  amongst  the  Boers  under  normal  conditions.  It  is  well  known  to 
old  residents  amongst  the  Boers  that  infantile  mortality  on  the  farms  is  very 
great,  but  no  system  of  registration  has  been  kept  whereby  this  is  capable  of 
demonstration.  The  Superintendent  at  Irene,  Mr.  Esselen,  who  has  a  very  large 
experience  of  Boer  life,  states  that  it  is  chiefly  amongst  the  new  arrivals  that 
sickness  appears.  This  statement  is  corroborated  by  Colonel  Robinson, 
R.A.M.C.,  the  medical  officer  of  Barberton  Camp,  and  by  all  Superintendents. 
All  medical  officers,  as  well  as  the  Superintendents  of  camps,  agree  in  stating 
that  the  superstitious  belief  in  the  efficacy  of  quack  medicines  and  concoctions 
held  by  almost  all  Boers  is  responsible  for  a  large  number  of  fatal  terminations 
to  cases  of  illness,  whilst  the  absence  of  any  knowledge  of  the  art  of  nursing 
amongst  mothers  and  those  responsible  for  the  care  of  the  young  children, 
and  the  obstinate  resistance  to  the  acceptance  of  the  teachings  of  medical 
officers  and  trained  nurses,  renders  all  attempts  at  reducing  the  death  rate  in 
cases  of  epidemic  most  arduous  and  disappointing. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  TUCKER, 

General  Superintendent. 
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FINANCIAL    STATEMENT    FOR    JULY. 


Pretoriay 

September  16th,  1901. 
To  the  Military  Governor, 

Pretoria. 
Sir, 

I  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  statement  of  expenditure  of  the  Burgher 
Camps  Department  for  the  month  of  July  (Schedule  A).  I  also  send  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  department  up  to  July  Slst 
(Schedule  B). 

The  average  number  of  people  rationed  daily  during  the  month  of  July 
is  62,328,  the  cost  per  head  i)er  day,  inclusive  of  administration  expenses,  is 
4'248d 

Items  1  to  22  on  Schedule  A  show  the  expenses  of  the  Burgher  Camps 
Department  as  administered  by  its  own  officials. 

Item  23  shows  the  cost  of  the  Burgher  Camp  at  Mafeking.  The  number 
of  people  rationed  daily  at  Mafeking  is  2,176,  at  a  cost  per  head  j)er  day  of 
Is.  5795cZ. 

The  amount  of  £34,199  185.  4c?.  expended  in  July  exceeds  that  of  June 
by  i;5,573  19^.  6d. ;  the  increase  is  due  to  the  greater  number  of  people 
provided  for,  a  small  increase  in  the  ration  scale,  and  to  the  provision  of 
clothing  to  the  destitute. 

Item  30. — Public  works,  £299  135.  3d,  is  made  up  of  £215  15^.,  expended 
on  street  cleansing  and  maintenance  at  Middelburg,  and  £83  185.  od.  at 
Potchefstroom. 

In  the  Schedule  B  an  amount  of  £56,729  145.  is  shown  as  due  to  sundry 
merchants.     The  merchants  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  paid  in  August. 

The  stores  in  hand  at  the  end  of  July  are  valued  at  £36,244  05.  4d. 
This  amount  at  the  end  of  June  stood  at  £17,970  185.  Sd  The  large 
inci'ease  is  due  to  the  accumulation  of  reserves. 

Yours,  &a, 

W.  M.  BROWN, 

Financial  Controller. 
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FORTNIGHTLY   STATISTICAL   RETURNS    SUPPLIED 
TO   ARMY   HEADQUARTERS-: 


Pretoriu, 

September  11th,  1901. 
The  AflsistaDt  to  the  Military  Governor, 
Pretoria. 
Herewith  T  attach  corrected  returns  for  the  fortnight  ending  August  30th. 
These  include  statistics  from  Balmoral  and  Mafeking,  which  were  omitted 
in  the  last  returns. 

General  Superintendent. 


Statistical    Return    of    Deaths    among    Children    in    Burgher    Camps^ 
Transvaal,  for  Two  Weeks  ending  August  15th,  1901. 


Camp. 

Under  1  year. 

Between  1  year 
and  5  years. 

'     Between  5  yeai-s 
and  12  years. 

Barberton   .. 

Belfast        

Balmoral     . . 

Heidelburg 

Irene 

Johannesburg 

Klerksdorp 

Krugersdorp          

Middelburg            

Mafeking    .  • 
Nylstroom  • . 
Pietersburg 
Potchefbtroom 
Standerton.. 

Vei-eeniging           

Volksmst 

5 
3 
3 
8 
8 
6 
8 

11 
9 
3 
9 

14 
7 

1 
7 

10 
6 
1 
15 
12 
12 
45 
16 
26 

49 

5 

4 

1 

33 

3 
I 
1 

12 
3 
3 

13 
3 
9 

16 
28 
10 
2 
4 
25 

Total 

102 

259 

*        )32 

Return  showing  number  of  Inmates,  Deaths,  and  Births  in  Burgher  Camps,. 
Transvaal,  for  Two  Weeks  endmg  August  15th,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

In  Camp,  July  3l8t 

„        August  15th      . . 

9,665 
9,662 

20,012 
20,588 

24,462 
25,240 

54,139 
65,490 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  are 
telief : — 

in  receipt  of 

Government 

Men. 

Women, 

Children. 

Total. 

Pretoria 

JohanncdbuTg        

176 

488 

891 
2,187 

1,365 
2,780 

2,432 
5,455 
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Deaths  in  Burgher  Camps  for  two  weeks  only  :  — 


Men. 
39 


Women. 

87 


Children. 
418 


Total. 
544 


During  the  past  two  weeks  70  children  have  been  born  in  the  various 
Burgher  Camps,  and  of  these  14  have  died. 

General  Superintendent. 


Return  showing  number  of  Inmates,  Deaths,  and  Births,  in  Burgher  Camps, 
Transvaal,  for  Two  Weeks  ending  August  15th,  1901. 


J.1X1.X  X 

r  Mu^j. 

Men. 

517 
551 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

In  Camp,  July  31st 
„         Angust  15th 

309 
400 

598 
560 

1,424 
1,511 

Deaths  for  two  week. 
Births        ,.         „ 

In  Refugee  Camps  unde 

Men.                       V^ 
2,278                   a 

Add  refugees  at  Klerks 

3       ..              .,              Tofftl 

17 
15 

9 
0 

3r  contol  of 

''omen. 
(,639 

dorp  not  ye 

Native  Lab 

Children. 
8,822 

t  registered 

our  Depot  :— 

Total 
14,73 

2,00 

16,739 


General  Superintendent. 


Statistical    Return     of    Deaths    among    Children    in    Burgher    Camps, 
Transvaal,  for  Two  Weeks  ending  August  30th,   1901. 


Camp. 


Barberton  •• 
Balmoral     . . 
Belfast 
Heidelbarg.  • 
Irene 

Johannesburg 
Klerksdorp. . 
Krugersdorp 
Middelbnig 
Mafeking  (1st  to  31st) 
Nylstroom  . . 
Pietersburg 
Potchefstroom 
Standerton . . 
Vereeniging 
Volksrust   .• 

Total   .. 


Under  1  year. 


6 
3 
2 

10 
7 

12 
8 

13 
9 
7 
7 

13 
3 
3 
5 

19 


127 


Between  1  year 
and  5  years. 


34 

2 

8 

21 

11 

23 

60 

50 

21 

8 

34 

33 

8 

3 

17 

85 


413 


Between  5  years 
and  12  years. 


11 
3 
3 
4 
5 
9 

14 

13 
8 
4 
9 

13 
5 
3 
9 

39 


152 
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Return  showing  number  of.  Inmates,  Deaths,  and  Births  in  Burgher  Camps, 
Transvaal,  for  Two  Weeks  ending  August  30th,  1901. 


Men. 

9,662 
10,496 

Women. 

Children. 

25,240 
25,983 

Total. 

In  Camp,  Augast  15th     . . 
„       30th     .. 

20,588 
22,036 

55,490 
.18,515 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  foi 
relief: — 

lowing  are 

in  receipt  of  Government 

Men. 

157 
412 

Women. 

725 
2,022 

Children. 

1,118 

2,705 

Total. 

Pretoria 

Johannesburg 

2,000 
5,139 

Deaths  in  Burgher  Camps  for  three  weeks  (10th  to  30th) : 


Men. 
52 


Women. 
145 


Children. 
884 


Total. 
1,081 


Note. — The  last  return  was  for  two  weeks  ending  August  9th. 

During  the  past  two  weeks   120   children  have  been  born  in  Burgher 
Camps,  and  of  these  20  have  died. 

General  Superintendent. 


Return  showing  number  of  Inmates,  Deaths,  and  Births  in  Burgher  Camps, 
Transvaal,  for  Two  Weeks  ending  August  30th,  1901. 


NATIVES. 


Men. 

Women. 

400 
394 

Children. 

Total. 

In  Camp,  Augast  15th     . . 
„       30th     .. 

551 
695 

560 
740 

1,511 

1,829 

Deaths  for  two  weeks 
Births 


>»  >? 


Total     20 
1 


No  returns  have  been  received  from  the  Army  Labour  Depot  for  the  past 
fortnight. 

General  Superintendent. 
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CIRCULARS    TO    SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Circular  No.  67. 

Pretoria^ 

August,  1901. 

Instructions  to  he  Ohse^t^ed  by  MarHage  Officers. 
(The  Marriage  Act  of  the  Transvaal  is  No.  3  of  1871.) 

1.  No  marriage  must  take  place  unless  banns  have  been  previously 
published  in  church,  or  posted  on  door  of  Resident  Magisti'ate's  oflBce  for  three 
consecutive  Sundays  in  district  where  both  parties  reside,  or  if  they  reside  in 
different  districts,  in  both  such  districts.  Parties  must  pro<luce  certificate  of 
banns  from  minister. 

2.  Parties  may  also  marry  by  special  licence.  For  this,  obtain  from 
them  a  declaration  under  oath  as  to  truth  of  answers  given  in  annexed  form 
marked  "  A."  Upon  this  the  Secretary  to  the  Transvaal  Administration  will 
grant  a  special  licence  which  costs  £10  10«.  (viz.,  £7  105.  stamps  on  licence, 
and  a  fee  of  £3  hereinafter  mentioned). 

3.  Persons  not  resident  in  this  Colony  for  at  least  one  year  must  not  be 
married,  unless  they  produce  certificate  from  some  competent  official  or 
minister  of  their  last  place  of  residence  that  there  is  no  objection  to  their 
marriage.  Tn  all  cases  get  declaration  that  they  have  been  here  one  year ; 
and  what  further  information  you  consider  material ;  annexed  Form  A  will 
serve  the  purpose,  alter  "  without "  banns  to  **  after"  banns.  The  marriage 
must  be  solemnised  within  three  months  after  last  calling  of  banns  or  date  of 
special  licence. 

4.  Do  not  marry — 

(1)  Persons  already  married. 

(2)  Persons  who  are  related  to.  one  another  in  one  of  the  prohibited 

degrees  of  consanguinity.  These  degrees  include  : — {a)  All  persons 
in  the  ascending  and  descending  line  ad  infinitum^  and  collaterally 
until  and  includmg  the  third  degree,  consequently  uncle  and  niece, 
amit  and  nephew,  whether  by  blood  or  by  marriage,  ijb)  First 
cousins,  the  parents  of  one  of  whom  are  related  to  the  parents  of 
the  other  by  blood,  as  brothers  and  sisters. 

(3)  Unless    publication   of  banns   has  taken   place   or    special    licence 

produced. 

(4)  Widows  or  widowers    without    proof  that    their    minor    children's 

inheritances  are  secured.  The  required  proof  is  a  certificate  from 
the  Orphan  Master. 

(5)  A  widower  within  three  months  of  decease  of  his  wife. 
(5a)  a  widow  within  300  days  after  death  of  her  husband. 

(Unless  the  Government  grant  special  dispensation  in  cases  5  and  5a.) 

(6)  Minors  without  consent  of  parents  or  guardian. 

5.  If  the  inquiry  be  satisfactory,  find  whether  parties  wish  to  be  married 
before  you  or  before  minister  appointed  by  Government. 

6.  (a)  If  before  you  only,  hours  are  between  8  a.m.  and  4  p.m.  Two 
witnesses  necessary. 

Then  put  each  party  the  following  question  in  Dutch  and  English  : — 

"  Do  you,  A.  B.,  declare  solemnly  that,  as  far  as  you  are  aware,  no 
obstacle  whatever  exists  to  your  intended  marriage  with  C.  D.  here 
present,  and  that  you  call  upon  all  present  to  witness  that  you 
acknowledge  0.  D.  as  your  lawful  wife."     (He  must  reply  ''  Yes.") 
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Then  put  same  question  to  the  woman,  substituting  "  husband "  for 
"wife." 

Then  let  them  take  each  other  s  right  hand,  and  you  say  to  them : — 

"  I  declare  that  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  here  present  are  lawfully  united  in  the 
state  of  matrimony  in  the  eye  of  the  civil  law/' 

Then  the  parties  and  two  witnesses  and  you  must  sign  the  original 
register,  and  a  duplicate  register  book  correctly  filled  in.  Parties  must  pay 
the  fee  of  £3. 

You  then  give  them,  if  they  require  same,  a  loose  copy  of  the  register 
duly  signed  by  you  (cost  2s.  6d.,  revenue  stamp). 

You  send  the  one  register  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Administration,  the 
other  (book)  you  keep  in  your  possession. 

(h)  If  parties  wish  wedding  in  church  before  person  appointed  as 
marriage  officer  by  the  Administration,  then  after  satisfying  yourself  that  no 
objection  exists  .to  marriage,  give  them  certificate  to  minister  as  per  annexure  B 
(don't  forget  to  receive  £3  fee).  Take  this  certificate  to  minister  who  marries 
them.  He  must  afterwards  forward  duplicate  sheet  duly  signed  by  him 
and  the  parties  and  two  witnesses  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Transvaal 
Administration. 

7.  The  head  office,  upon  advice  from  you,  will  pay  the  sura  of  £3  above 
mentioned  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Transvaal  Administration  in  revenue 
stamps.  These  stamps  will  be  affixed  to  the  duplicate  marriage  register 
which  you  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Administration  (vide  para.  6),  or 
which  is  sent  by  the  minister  (in  case  he  marries  them)  to  the  Secretary  to 
the  Transvaal  Administration. 

8.  Certificates  of  marriages  can  only  be  issued  on  payment  of  2^.  6d. 
A  2s.  6d.  revenue  stamp  must  be  affixed  to  the  certificate  and  cancelled  by 
the  marriage  officer. 

Note. — (1)  Stamps  must  be  requisitioned  from  head  office  when  required 
(2)  When  in  doubt  how  to  act,  refer  the  matter  to  head  office. 


General  Superintendent. 


Circular  No.  73. 


Pretoria, 

August  28th,  1901. 

The  following  rules  are  not  new  to  Superintendents,  and  have  been  in 
operation  in  the  burgher  camps  for  a  considerable  time.  The  Military 
Governor  hopes,  by  giving  embodiment  to  them  in  the  present  form,  to  add 
weight  and  importance  to  them,  and  so  assist  Superintendents  in  enforcing 
the  due  observance  of  them  : — 

In    view   of  the   fact   that   summer  is    rapidly   approaching,   and  the 
possibility  of  an    epidemic    of  enteric   fever  arising  unless  precautions  are 
taken  to  guard  against  it,  special  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  sanitation  of* 
the  camps,  and  all  rules  relating  to  this  must  be  rigidly  enforced. 

As  conditions  vary  at  different  camps,  no  special  rule  can  be  laid  down. 
Superintendents  and  medical  officers  are  entrusted  with  the  important 
business  of  making  the  best  arrangements  possible  under  local  conditions  for 
the  sanitation  of  the  camps. 

The  Military  Governor  directs  that  the  following  suggestions  should  be 
carried  out : — 

1.  Rules. — Sanitary  rules  must  be  drawn  up  and  strictly  enforced. 

2.  Tents. — Overcrowding  should  be  prevented.  There  should  not  be 
more  than  five  in  a  bell  tent,  and  not  more  than  20  people  in  a  marquee,  as  a 
general  rule.     If  necessary,  extra  tents  may  be  issued  to  large  families. 
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As  soon  as  a  tent  becomes  vacant  it  should  be  fumigated  with  sulphur, 
and  then. struck  and  packed  away — thus  exposing  the  ground,  and  so  causing 
it  to  be  aired  and  made  healthy  for  future  use. 

The  interior  of  the  tents  should  be  aired  daily  by  rolling  up  the  sides. 
All  tents  should  be  struck  at  least  once  a  fortnight,  in  order  to  air  the 
ground. 

Foremen  or  camp  overseers  should  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  should 
be  to  see  that  rules  in  regard  to  tents  and  sanitation  are  observed.  Cleanliness 
in  the  tents  and  surroundings  must  be  enforced. 

As  a  protection  against  the  rush  of  water  during  the  heavy  rains,  a  low 
wall — say  two  bricks  high — might  be  made  round  the  inside  of  the  tents,  in 
addition  to  the  outside  furrow.  The  making:  of  these  green  bricks  would 
afford  occupation  to  some  of  the  burghers  in  the  camps.  ' 

3.  Washing. — No  clothing  should  be  washed  in  the  camp.  Where 
natural  facilities  do  not  exist,  tubs  and  washing  tables  should  be  provided  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  camp. 

4.  Bedding, — All  bedding  and  clothing  not  actually  in  use  should  be 
frequently  put  in  the  sun  and  aired.  Where  practicable,  clothes-lines  should 
be  stretched  between  the  rows  of  tents,  as  it  is  not  always  convenient  nor 
advisable  to  spread  clothing  on  the  ground. 

5.  Rubbish, — A  fatigue  party  should  be  formed  every  day  from  among 
able-bodied  burghers ;  this  party  should  be  under  a  foreman,  and  should  go 
through  the  camp  clearing  np  all  tins,  paper,  bones,  and  other  rubbish.  All 
combustible  materials  should  be  burnt,  while  the  remainder  should  be  thrown 
on  the  rubbish  heaps,  to  be  carried  away.  Receptacles  should  be  placed  at 
intervals  down  the  rows  of  the  tents,  into  which  dish  water  and  kitchen  slops 
mi^ht  be  emptied.  Paraffin  tins,  oil  drums,  or  anything  similar,  would  do, 
and  these  should  be  cleared  at  frequent  intervals. 

6.  Discipline. — Discipline  must  be  maintained.  As  it  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  punish  women  and  children  for  minor  contraventions  of  the  camp 
rules,  the  case  might  be  met  by  making  a  barbed  wire  enclosure  in  a  con- 
spicuous position  in  the  camp,  where  the  culprits  could  be  incarcerated  for  a 
few  hours  each  day.  A  shelter  should  be  erected  in  this,  to  protect  the 
occupants  from  the  weather.  The  mere  knowledge  of  the  fate  awaiting  them 
would  probably  act  as  a  deterrent  to  evildoers. 

Persons  guilty  of  repeated  breaches  of  camp  regulations  should  be 
cautioned ;  and  if  still  recalcitrant,  should  be  sent  to  the  coast  when  oppor- 
tunity offers. 

7.  Veldschoens. — Shoemakers'  tools  have  been  ordered,  and  also  bark  for 
curing  leather.  When  these  tools  arrive  some  of  the  more  able  men  should  be 
set  to  make  veldschoens  for  wom.en  and  girls.  It  is  not  necessary  to  supply 
them  to  boys,  as  they  are  accustomed  to  go  barefoot,  and  the  men  should  be 
able  to  earn  sufficient  to  buy  the  materials  and  make  their  own  veldschoens. 

8.  Hospital. — Indents  for  hospital  accessories  should  be  made  out  at  an 
early  date.  Where  not  already  ordered,  hospital  beds  with  wire  wove 
mattresses  should  be  requisitioned  for. 

A  marquee  should  be  set  apart  for  maternity  cases.  The  necessary 
requisites  for  these  cases  are  under  order. 

9.  Medical  Comforts. — Must  on  no  account  be  allowed  to  run  out  of 
stock.  There  must  be  no  stint  in  the  distribution  of  medical  comforts  to  the 
sick  and  convalescent,  old  and  infirm  people,  and  young  children.  When 
necessary,  stimulants  may  be  freely  given  under  doctor  s  orders.  There  must 
always  be  an  adequate  supply  of  milk,  which  should  be  liberally  supplied  to 
children  and  deserving  people,  as  well  as  the  sick  and  convalescent. 

Lime  juice  should  be  indented  for  as  an  antidote  to  scurvy  in  case  of  an 
outbreak  of  this  disease. 

Butter  and  jam  are  luxuries,  and  do  not  come  in  the  authorised  list  of 
medical  comforts,  but  may  be  issued  to  patients  on  the  doctor  s  order. 

The  use  of  Dutch  medicines  by  the  refugees  without  the  medical  officer's 
consent  should  be  discouraged.  The  indiscriminate  use  of  these  mixtures  is 
known  to  have  been  the  cause  of  several  deaths  among  the  refugees. 

10.  Hospital  Probationers. — Should  receive  full  rations,  and,  whenever 
possible,  green  vegetables  should  be  supplied  to  them.  These  girls  work  hard, 
and  it  is  necessary  that  their  health  and  strength  should  be  sustained. 
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11.  Water. — All  water  for  drinking  purposes  should  be  boiled  in  tanks 
mounted  over  properly  constructed  fiimaces. 

12.  Destruct07\ — Care  should  be  taken  that  all  excreta  of  hospital  patients 
are  properly  burnt  in  the  destructor,  and  then  buried  at  a  distance  frc»n  the 
camp. 

13.  Fiid. — Sufficient  fuel — ^both  wood  and  coal — should  be  supplied  to 
the  inmates  of  the  camp  in  order  to  enable  them  to  properly  cook  their  food, 
but  waste  should  be  stringently  guarded  against.  Wood  can  only  be  supplied 
for  kindling  purposes. 

All  fireplaces  between  the  tents  should  be  properly  protected  firom  the 
wind,  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  the  tents  being  destroyed  by  fire- 
Superintendents  should  assist  the  people  as  far  as  practicable  to  erect  these 
shelters. 

14.  Vehicular  Traffic. — Vehicular  traffic  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be 
confined  to  the  streeta  Dustbins,  slop  tubs,  &c.,  should  be  collected  for 
removal  adjacent  to  the  roadway. 

15.  ArinvaU. — ^As  new-comers  often  bring  in  cases  of  diseases,  they 
should  be  located  apart  for  a  time,  so  that  the  medical  officer  may  make  an 
inspection  and  ascertain  theii*  general  state  of  health. 

16.  Recreation. — Children  should  not  be  allowed  to  play  in  the  vicinity 
of  latrines  and  urinals.  Suitable  recreation  ground  should,  if  possible,  be 
found  for  them,  and  both  sexes  should  be  encouraged  to  engage  in  sports  and 
pastimes. 

17.  Bathing, — Conveniences  should  be  provided  to  enable  the  inmates  of 
the  camp  to  bathe  as  frequently  as  possible.  Personal  cleanliness  should  be 
encouraged  in  every  way,  whilst  those  of  filthy  habits  should  be  constantly 
reminded  of  the  benefits  of  cleanliness. 

In  order  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  cleanliness 
soap  should  be  issued  whenever  necessaiy,  A  reasonable  quantity  would  be 
3  ozs.  of  soap  per  week  to  an  adult,  and  to  children  proportionately. 


General  Superintendent. 
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Circular  No.  74a. 

Pretoria, 

September  3rd,  1901 
The  Superintendent, 

Re  Vaccination, 

Superintendents  of  burgher  camps  wiU  please  inform  their  mediciil  officjers 
that  they  may  apply  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Transvaal  for  a 
supply  of  vaccine  lymph. 

It  is  not  considered  expedient  at  the  present  time  to  make  vaccination 
compulsory,  but  Superintendents  and  medical  officers  should  endeavour  to 
bring  about  a  general  vaccination  or  revaccination  of  the  inmates  of  burgher 
camps  by  pointing  out  to  those  concerned  the  benefits  arising  from  vaccination, 
and  so  obtain  their  voluntary  consent. 

General  Superintendent. 
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REPORTS    BY    DR.   KENDAL    PRANKS. 


BA.RBERTON. 

August  27th,  1901. 

I  inspected  this  camp,  accompanied  })y  Dr.  W.  M.  Russell,  P.M.O.,  of 
the  Rand  Rifles,  on  August  27th,  1901.  Barberton  is  the  most  beautifully 
situated  town  I  have  yet  seen  in  the  Transvaal.  It  lies  close  to  the 
Swaziland  border  in  a  large  undulating  elliptical  area,  surrounded  on  the  east, 
south,  and  west  by  high  hills,  almost  mountains,  and  by  a  lower  range  of 
kopjes  at  a  distance  on  the  north.  The  camp  is  situated  to  the  south-west 
of  the  town  on  high  ground,  sloping  gradually  to  the  south  and  west.  It  is 
beautifully  pitched,  the  tents  being  laid  out  with  the  utmost  regularity,  and 
there  is  a  general  appearance  of  order  and  cleanliness  throughout  the  whole 
camp  which  is  deserving  of  commendation.  The  Superintendent  is  Mr.  B. 
Graumann,  to  wliom,  I  am  informed,  the  credit  of  making  the  camp  what  it  is 
is  entirely  due.  He  is  assisted  by  the  storekeeper,  Mr.  Sheppard.  Under 
the  Superintendent  is  a  camp  foreman,  a  burgher  called  Thompson,  and  a 
camp  timekeeper,  whose  duties  are  to  time  the  burghers  who  work  in  the 
camp  and  see  that  their  work  is  properly  done.  The  foreman  has  four 
burgher  police,  or  day  guards,  under  him  to  look  after  the  order  and  cleanli 
ness  of  the  camp.     There  are  also  10  night  guards,  all  burghers. 

The  camp  at  Barberton  was  started  on  February  1st,  1901,  and  at 
present  contains  1,969  refugees.  Of  these  291  are  men,  756  women,  and  922 
children.  The  camp  is  composed  of  249  bell  tents,  averaging  between  four 
and  five  inmates  each  ;  10  sail-covered  tents,  which  accommodate  about  15 
people  each,  and  five  more  are  being  erected ;  62  marquees  with  an  average 
of  12  inhabitants  each.  This  portion  of  the  camp  is  pitched  on  the  Agri- 
cultural Show  Ground,  under  the  shelter  of  Mount  Abbott.  On  the  right 
beyond  the  marquees  is  the  building  belonging  to  the  Agricultural  Society's 
Ground,  which  is  now  being  used  as  a  school  The  huts  are  superior  to 
any  sail-covered  tents  I  have  seen  in  any  other  camp,  and  wude  streets 
pass  between  each  row  of  tents.  The  camp  is  really  composed  of  two 
portions,  the  older  started  February  1st,  and  the  second  on  the  Agricultural 
Society's  Ground  on  July  2nd,  where  there  was  an  influx  of  refugees.  These 
two  are,  however,  continuous.  The  whole  camp  is  surrounded  by  barbed 
wire,  and  the  inhabitants  are  only  allowed  into  the  town  at  discretion  of  the 
Superintendent  on  special  permits  from  the  G.O.C.  or  the  District  Commis- 
sioner. Bound  the  camp,  immediately  outside  the  wire  fence,  are  bins  for 
dust  and  ashes,  and  barrels  for  slops.  The  people  can  empty  their  refuse  into 
these  over  the  fence  without  leaving  the  camp.  The  refugees  are  obliged  to 
keep  their  tents  clean  inside,  and  to  sweep  for  a  certain  distance  outside 
around  their  tents.  They  carry  away  the  sweepings  and  empty  them  into 
the  dust-bins.  The  sanitary  authorities  in  the  town,  assisted  by  a  sanitary 
cart  supplied  by  the  Superintendent,  conveys  all  the  slops  and  contents  of 
the  dust- bins  to  the  proper  place  of  deposit.  The  latrines  are  all  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  camp  within  the  wire  fence.  The  Superintendent  and  his 
subordinates  look  after  these  to  see  they  are  clean  and  properly  used. 
I   inspected   several   of  them  and  they  were  models  of  cleanliness,  but  the 
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Superintendent  gave  me  a  graphic  account  of  the  difficulties  he  had  to 
surmount  in  order  to  educate  the  people  to  their  use. 

There  is  as  yet  no  camp  matron,  but  one  is  expected  shortly  from 
Pretoria,  The  supervision  of  the  tents  and  their  inmates  is  for  the  present 
entrusted  to  four  ourgher  women  from  the  camp.  Their  duty  is  to  visit  the 
tents,  and  to  see  that  they  and  their  inmates  are  kept  clean.  They  have 
orders  also  to  see  that  the  flaps  of  the  tents  are  raised  every  forenoon,  and  to 
report  any  case  of  sickness  they  may  find  in  the  camp.  Any  report  they  have 
to  make  is  made  to  the  Superintendent  or  the  doctor.  Should  refugees  not 
conform  to  the  regulations,  the  next  issue  of  rations  is  reduced.  This  has 
only  to  be  enforced  once  in  the  case  of  new-comers,  after  which  there  is  no 
further  trouble. 

The  rations  issued  in  this  camp  are  the  same  as  in  the  other  camps. 
Owing  to  their  greater  proximity  to  the  seaport  Lorenzo  Marques,  they  have 
for  the  past  three  weeks  been  able  to  issue  the  supplementary  rice  rations. 
I  inquired  of  the  Superintendent  what  he  thought  about  the  issue  of  flour, 
telling  him  that  I  had  heard  that  the  people  were  able  to  save  some  out  of 
their  rations  in  one  or  two  camps.  His  opinion  is  that  the  quantity  issued  is 
quite  right,  and  that  if  in  any  camp  the  people  are  able  to  economise  some, 
there  need  be  some  irregularity  in  the  issue.  Four  ounces  of  soap  for  adults 
and  2  ounces  for  children  is  issued  weekly. 

They  have  a  method  of  issuing  rations  in  this  camp  which  is,  I  think, 
excellent.  I  have  seen  it  in  no  other  camp,  and  I  think  it  is  worthy  of 
imitation.  The  rations  for  the  week  are  all  measured  out  and  put  into  linen 
or  calico  bags,  one  for  each  article — sugar,  coffee,  flour,  salt,  rice.  As  the 
people  come  for  their  rations,  these  bags  are  handed  to  them  through  the 
window.  There  are  two  sets  of  bags,  and  the  people  are  obliged  to  bring 
back  one  set  of  bags,  washed  and  clean  and  folded,  before  they  receive  the 
duplicate  bags  with  their  rations.  It  certainly  looked  a  great  improvement 
upon  other  camps  to  see  the  storekeeper  s  office  with  these  spotlessly  clean 
bags  filled  with  the  rations  arranged  on  shelves  round  the  room,  with  a  pile 
of  other  clean  white  bags  waiting  to  be  filled. 

The  meat  supplied  by  the  A.S.C.  is  mutton  of  the  same  quality  as  is 
supplied  to  the  troops.  It  is  of  necessity  poor,  thin  meat.  The  average  weight 
of  the  sheep  used  is  15  lbs.     The  amount  issued  is  the  same  as  elsewhere. 

The  schoolhouse  is  the  building  already  referred  to,  belonging  to  the 
Agricultural  Society's  show  grounds.  This  is  also  used  as  a  church.  The 
schoolroom  is  a  well-lighted  and  lofty  room,  measuring  85  feet  long  by  45  feet 
wida  Good  forms  and  desks  are  arranged  down  both  sides  of  the  room. 
These  desks  and  forms,  as  well  as  blackboards  and  cupboards,  have  all  been 
made  by  the  burghers  in  the  camp.  The  schoolmaster  is  Mr.  Marun.  I  did 
not  see  him,  but  I  understand  that  he  is  quite  satisfactory.  At  first  the 
attendance  at  school  was  about  400,  but  latterly  the  numbers  have  fallen  to 
178  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  measles.  Many  of  the  children  are  sick, 
and  many  are  kept  at  home  by  their  parents  for  fear  of  infection.  I  saw, 
however,  a  good  many  children  in  the  schoolroom.  They  looked  in  very  good 
condition,  and  unusually  clean.  'J  hey  were  fairly  well  clothed,  but  mjmy  of 
them  had  no  boots  (»r  shoes.  As  the  climate  of  Barbertou  is  much  warmer 
than  in  the  camps  on  the  high  veldt,  this  absence  of  l)oots  and  shoes  is 
probably  more  from  convenience  than  from  want. 

The  hospital  is  situated  on  high  ground  above  and  to  the  nortii  of  the 
camp,  and  outside  its  boundaries.  It  is  under  the  charge  of  Colonel  Robinson, 
R.A.M.C.,  who  has  brought  his  experience  to  bear,  and  has  shown  much 
ability  aqd  energy  in  making  this  a  very  good  hospital.  It  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  one  a  general  hospital,  consisting  of  six  E.P.  tents  or  marquees ; 
two  more  are  to  be  added  shortly,  one  for  general  cases,  and  one  for  a 
maternity  tent.  The  other  is  a  temporary  hospital,  in  order  to  isolate  the 
cases  of  measles.  It  consists  of  a  house  with  two  rooms,  three  sail-covered 
tents,  and  two  marquees.  Another  house  close  by  is  used  as  a  dispensary, 
a  kitchen,  and  a  storehouse  for  the  whole  hospital,  besides  furnishing  riuarters 
for  the  matron,  her  assistants,  and  the  dispenser. 

The  matron  of  the  hospital  is  Mrs.  Meyer.  Under  her,  in  the  general 
hospital,  are  three  probationers  selected  from  among  the  refugees  in  the  camp, 
and  two  male  nurses. 
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In  the  temporary  hospital  there  is  an  under-matron,  who  is  assisted  by 
one  probationer  over  each  sail-covered  hut  and  marquee. 

In  each  marquee  in  the  general  hospital  there  are  seven  beds,  all  with 
wire-wove  mattresses.  Six  of  these  are  for  patients,  and  one  for  the  pro- 
bationer in  charge.  There  are  .22  patients  in  the  general  hospital,  of  which 
14  were  suffering  from  pneumonia,  four  bronchitis,  eight  malaria,  one  asthma, 
and  one  a  burnt  foot. 

In  the  temporary  hospital  there  were  100  cases  of  measles,  of  whom 
three  were  adults.  The  children  are  for  the  most  part  nursed  by  their 
mothers,  under  the  direction  of  the  probationers  and  supervision  of  the  under- 
matron.  The  sail-covered  huts  are  30  feet  long  by  18  feet  wide.  Down  one 
side  of  the  hut  are  arranged  the  bedsteads  of  those  who  have  them  to  bring 
in.  Down  the  other  side  Colonel  Robinson  has  arranged  a  platfom  of  laths, 
raised  about  18  inches  from  the  ground,  upon  which  the  people  put  their 
bedding,  and  on  which  they  looked  quite  comfortable.  In  one  ot  the 
marquees  there  was  a  family  consisting  of  a  mother  and  eight  children  ;  two 
of  these  were  still  sick  with  measles,  the  other  six  were  all  convalescent;  In 
the  other  marquee  there  were  two  families,  consisting  of  two  mothers  and 
11  children ;  the  children  all  had  measles.  Bedding  is  supplied  to  those  who 
either  have  it  not  or  who  have  insufficient. 

The  rule  in  this  camp  is  that  all  sick  who  are  not  well  enough  to  be  up 
and  about  and  attend  the  dispensary  as  outpatients  must  go  into  hospital.  I 
think  this  is  a  most  excellent  rule,  and  I  should  like  to  see  it  enforced  in  all 
the  camps.  The  consequence  is  that  all  cases,  mostly  quite  trivial  and  light 
cases,  are  returned  a^  sick  in  the  camp.  The  criterion  of  the  health  of  the 
camp  must  be  taken  from  the  hospital  statistics.  The  first  case  of  measles  in 
Barberton  arrived  at  the  railway  station  on  June  26th,  the  case  was  promptly 
isolated,  and  the  child  died  on  July  11th.  Subsequently  other  cases  came 
pouring  in  as  the  refugees  arrived,  and  an  epidemic  broke  out  in  the  camp 
about  July  16th.  Previous  to  this,  from  February  16th  to  July  1 6th,  a 
period  of  five  months,  there  were  only  1 4  deaths  in  the  camp.  But  then  up 
tp  the  end  of  June  there  were  never  more  than  870  refugees  in  the  camp.  lu 
July  and  August  there  were  over  1,900.  The  measles  epidemic  among  this 
increased  population  has  largely  increased  the  number  of  deaths.  Thus,  from 
August  1st  to  27  th,  inclusive,  there  have  been  64  deaths.  Of  these,  80  were 
due  to  measles,  and  14  resulted  from  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  following  on 
measles.  Hence,  exclusive  of  measles,  there  were  20  deaths  in  this  period, 
four  were  due  to  tabes  mesenterica,  returned  as  marasmus,  four  to  tuber- 
culosis, seven  to  diarrhoea,  and  five  to  other  causes.  That  means,  had  measles 
not  broken  out,  a  death  rate  of  a  little  over  1  per  cent,  of  the  population  in 
the  camp  during  the  month ;  considering  what  a  fatal  disease  .measles  in 
South  Africa  is,  the  number  of  deaths  in  this  camp  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  sick  is  not  high.     Thus,  there  were — 

In  the  week  ending  August    9th,  105  sick  and  11  deaths. 

„       16th,  141        „        11        „ 
„       23rd,  151         „        23        „ 

The  matron  of  the  hospital  told  me  that  she  lost  her  only  girl,  aged  14, 
after  10  hours'  illness,  during  an  epidemic  of  measles  which  broke  out  in 
Dundee  (Natal)  about  eight  years  ago.  In  the  neighbourhood  surrounding 
Dundee,  which  is  sparsely  populated,  163  girls,  between  the  ages  of  12  and 
14,  died,  and  the  other  ages  lost  in  proportion.  In  one  family  of  eight 
children,  the  eldest  aged  16,  they  were  all  swept  away  by  measles  in  10  days. 
I  mention  these  cases  occurring  out  here  because  in  the  British  Isles  measles 
is  generally  looked  upon  as  such  a  mild  -disease,  which  it  is  better  children 
should  take  and  have  done  with,  that  it  must  be  surprisin;j  that  it  should 
cause  so  heavy  a  mortality  as  we  have  seen  it  cause  in  the  burgher  camps. 
But  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  disease  in  South  Africa  the  mortality 
is  in  no  way  a  matter  for  surprise. 

In.  the  beginning  of  this  report  I  mentioned  that  Dr.  W.  M.  Russell  bad 
accompanied  me  on  my  inspection  of  this  camp.  He  also  visited  with  me  thd 
other  camps  which  lie  along  this  eastern  line  of  railway,  namely,  Balmoral, 
Middelburg,  and  Belfast.  1  have  since  received  a  letter  from  hira  which'  I 
think  I  will,  too,  embody  in  this  report.     He  writes  : — 
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**  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  have  been  privileged  to  accompany 
you  on  your  toxu*  of  inspection  of  the  burgher  refugee  camps  in  the  Eastern 
District  of  the  Transvaal,  all  the  more  so  as  1  was  previously  over  the  same 

ground  from  Pretoria  to  Komati  Poort  with  the  11th  Division  under  General 
ole-Garew,  and  at  the  request  of  njy  brigadier  visited  and  prescribed  for 
nearly  all  the  families  in  the  farms  as  we  marched  past  them. 

'*It  may  interest  you  to  learn  that  in  all  foiu:  camps  I  inspected  with 
you  I  found  the  inmates,  without  exception,  better  fed  and  looked  after  than 
they  were  in  their  own  houses,  and,  what  is  more,  far  cleaner  in  their  personal 
habits ;  for,  as  you  know,  the  Boers,  as  a  race,  are  extremely  averse  to  the  use 
of  soap.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  me  to  note  how  happy  and 
contented  they  were  in  their  surroundings,  and  also  to  see  that  they 
seemed  really  grateful  for  what  has  been  done  for  them. — Yoiu's  very  truly, 
W.  M.  Russell.'' 

(Signed)         KENDAL  FRANKS, 


BALMORAL. 


August  21st,  1901. 

I  visited  and  inspected  this  camp  on  August  21st,  1901.  It  is  very  well 
situated  on  gently  rising  ground  to  the  south  of  the  railway  station.  The 
Superintendent  is  Mr.  E.  R.  Harvey.  He  is  generally  called  the  "  Com- 
mandant," a  term  more  readily  understood  by  the  Boer  refugees  than  the 
'*  Superintendent."  He  is  assisted  by  the  storekeeper,  Mr.  J.  Irving.  At 
the  approach  to  the  camp  is  a  bell  tent,  which  constitutes  the  Superintendent's 
oifice ;  behind  it  to  the  right  is  a  large  marquee,  used  for  stores  {see 
photograph). 

This  is  quite  a  young  camp.  It  was  inaugurated  on  July  25th,  but  it 
coidd  hardly  be  said  to  have  begun  work  as  a  camp  until  August  1st.  It 
has  thus  been  about  three  weeks  in  existence.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  how 
much  work  has  been  done,  and  weU  done,  in  this  short  period.  There  are 
at  present  in  this  camp  1,571  people,  consisting  of  194  men,  625  women,  and 
752  children. 

The  camp  is  at  present  divided  by  a  broad  street  into  two  districts.  One 
district  contains  the  refugees  from  the  Balmoral  district  and  is  called 
Balmoral  camp.  The  other  receives  the  refugees  from  Lydenburg  district, 
and  is  called  Lydenburg  camp.  Other  subsidiary  camps  will  be  formed 
shortly.  It  is  expected  that  refugees  from  Ermelo  district  will  form  an 
Ermelo  camp. 

The  Balmoral  and  Lydenbiurg  camps  at  present  in  existence  are  extremely 
well  pitched  ;  the  tents  are  in  straight  lines  with  a  distance  of  34  feet  between 
each  tent  from  pole  to  pole.  The  streets  are  comfortably  wide,  102  feet,  and 
there  is  a  general  air  of  cleanliness  and  tidiness  about  the  camp  which  is 
commendable. 

The  camp  consists  of  one  large  canvas  shelter.  Half  of  this  is  used  as  a 
bedroom  by  Dr.  Lee,  the  other  half  is  the  doctor's  consulting  room. 

Four  marquees,  E.  P.  tents,  form  the  hospital;  10  marquees  are  at 
present  occupied  by  refugees,  but  these  will  be  added  to  the  hospital  as 
occasion  may  require.  Two  large  marouees  used  for  stores.  One  marquee, 
used  at  present  as  a  workshop,  will  ultunately  be  required  for  stores  also ; 
370  bell  tents,  accommodating  on  an  average  four  people  each. 

There  is  no  camp  matron,  but  I  understand  one  is  daily  expected  to 
arrive  from  Pretoria.  There  are  four  women  selected  from  among  the  burgher 
reftigees  in  the  camp  called  burgher  visiting  womeu.  Two  belong  to  each 
camp.  Their  duty  is  to  visit  the  tents  for  two  hours  every  forenoon  and  two 
hours  every  afternoon.  They  wear  no  distinctive  uniform  or  badge.  It  is 
supposed  that  it  is  not  known  in  the  camp  that  these  women  visit  oflBcially, 
and  that  therefore  they  will  the  better  be  able  to  detect  cases  of  illness  in  the 
t^nts.  This  is  a  vain  expectation.  It  is  impossible  that  it  should  not  soon 
become  known,  especially  among  such  a  suspicious  race,  who  and  what  they 
are.  A  distinctive  badge  and  ofScial  status  will  ensure  them  a  ready  entrance 
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into  every  tent,  and  will  greatly  aid  these  women  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty.  Their  business  is  to  find  out  in  each  tent  what  is  needed,  and  to 
inform  the  Superintendent.  They  have  to  see  that  the  tents  are  kept  clean, 
and  that  the  flaps  of  the  tents  are  raised  an  hour  daily  between  breakfast  and 
dinner.  This  latter  is  not  suflSciently  enforced.  The  people  clear  their  tents 
of  the  contents  about  twice  a  week,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  prepare  the 
floor.  This  is  done  by  smearing  it  with  cow-dung,  as  they  are  accustomed  to 
do  in  their  own  houses.  This  makes  a  fair  flooring  to  the  tent.  These 
visiting  burgher  women  report  to  the  Superintendent.  He  finds  no  diflSculty 
in  enforcing  his  orders.  He  seems  an  excellent  organiser,  and  kind  and  ixvm 
with  the  people  ;  the  result  is  he  is  obeyed  without  demur. 

Any  cases  of  sickness  are  reported  to  hospital  orderly,  who  reports  to  the 
doctor,  who  visits  them  and  sends  them  to  the  hospital  if  he  considers,  it 
necessary.  The  method  adopted  here  is  this  : — The  doctor  states  in  writing 
to  the  Superintendent  that  such  and  such  a  case  should  go  into  the  hospital, 
the  latter  gives  the  order  to  the  burgher  commandant  of  that  division  of  the 
camp,  and  ne  sees  that  the  patient  is  removed  at  once.  There  is  never  any 
difficulty  or  trouble  about  it.  The  order  is  given  without  discussion,  and 
obeyed.  If  there  were  any  "  palavering,"  said  the  Superintendent,  '*  we 
should  have  a  lot  of  trouble.  I  know  the  Dutch."  So  there  is  no  palavering, 
and  no  trouble. 

The  Superintendent  has  appointed  a  burgher  as  Camp  Commandant  over 
each  division  of  the  camp.  At  present  there  are  two  such.  Their  duty  is  to 
see  that  the  streets  and  surroundings  of  the  tents  are  kept  clean.  Under 
them  are  four  burgher  policemen,  two  for  each  division,  who  have  to  see  that 
all  rubbish  and  sweepings  are  removed.  The  work  seems  to  be  well  done. 
There  is  no  barbed  wire  round  the  canip.     The  railway  station  and  camp  are 

?rotected  by  a  circle  of  blockhouses,  beyond  which  no  one  is  allowed  to  pass, 
'he  refugees  are  allowed  considerable  liberty ;  they  can  wander  about  any- 
where they  choose,  but  not  beyond  the  limits  of  the  blockhouses.  Tne 
military  lines  round  the  station  are  protected  by  barbed  wire  ;  beyond  this  the 
soldiers  are  not  permitted  to  go,  but  as  the  only  water  supply  for  the  camp  is 
within  the  circle  of  barbed  wire,  the  refi\gees  are  obliged  to  enter  the  military 
lines  in  order  to  draw  water.  A  hundred  yards  of  piping  laid  down  would 
bring  the  water  close  to  the  camp  and  within  easy  reach,  and  would  enable 
the  authorities  to  put  a  stop  to  the  refugees  passing  through  the  military 
lines,  which  I  do  not  think  is  desirable. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  in  the  camp  are  satisfactory.  The  camp  as 
yet  does  not  possess  a  sanitary  cart,  but  for  the  present  the  military  have  lent 
their  cart  to  the  camp,  so  as  to  have  all  their  buckets  emptied  every  morning. 
The  hospital  is  placed  on  the  side  of  a  kopje  above  the  camp,  and  is  about 
300  yards  distant  from  the  nearest  tent  in  the  camp.  It  consists  ot  two 
parts  : — The  General  Hospital,  consisting  of  three  marquees.  This  is  not  in 
use  at  present,  as  the  beds  have  not  yet  arrived.  The  Contagion  Camp, 
consisting  of  one  marquee  and  six  bell  tenths.  A  most  commendable  attempt 
is  being  made  in  this  camp  to  check  the  spread  of  measles  in  the  camp  by  a 
system  of  isolation.  As  soon  as  a  case  of  measles  is  discovered  the  whole 
family  is  removed  to  the  contagion  camp  and  placed  in  one  of  the  bell  tents, 
whilst  the  patient  is  put  into  the  marquee  for  treatment.  They  are  not 
allowed  to  hold  any  communication  with  the  main  camp  until  all  fear  of 
infection  is  passed,  when  they  and  their  clothes  are  all  disinfected,  and  they 
are  sent  back  to  their  former  quarters.  This  contagion  camp  is  about  to  be 
enlarged,  and  then  it  will  be  surrounded  by  a  barbed  wire  fence  to  keep  off 
intruders.  At  present  should  a  visitor,  against  orders,  visit  the  contagion 
camp,  the  visitor  is  obliged  to  remain  there,  hence  visitors  do  not  go  to  this 
camp. 

As  the  nurses  have  not  yet  arrived  the  measles  cases  in  the  contagion 
hospital  are  attended  to  by  their  mothei-s,  under  the  direction  of  the  doctor. 
It  is  proposed,  as  soon  as  the  nurses  arrive,  to  put  one  nurse  in  charge  of  this 
hospital,  who  will  not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  general  camp.  There  are  at 
l)resent  1 1  families  in  this  contagion  camp.  In  one  of  the  bell  tents  I  found 
an  instructive  case.  There  was  a  family  in  it,  consisting  of  the  mother  and 
four  children.     The  first  case  of  measles  in  this  family  occurred  in  the  general 
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camp,  and  was  concealed ;  that  child  died.  Then  another  took  the  disease. 
This  case  was  discovered,  and  the  family  were  removed  to  the  contagion  camp 
and  attended  by  the  doctor  ;  they  are  now  convalescent.  I  believe,  owing  to 
the  system  adopted  here,  that  there  will  probably  be  a  smaller  death  rate 
among  the  measles  cases  than  in  the  other  camps. 

There  is  very  little  sickness  in  this  camp.  Tn  the  contagion  camp  there 
are  17  cases  in  the  11  families,  five  of  whom  are  convalescent.  In  the 
Balmoral  division  there  are  35  cases,  six  of  which  are  ear  trouble  following 
measles,  one  phthisis,  one  enteric,  two  pneumonia,  and  the  rest  are  chronic 
bronchitis,  rheumatism,  heart  disease  (three  cases),  and  other  such  ailments. 
In  the  Lydenburg  division  there  are  no  cases  of  serious  illness.  Since  this 
camp  was  started  practically  on  August  1st.  there  have  been  nine  deaths — 
two  from  acute  bronchitis,  two  marasmus,  two  measles,  one  choleraic  diarrhoea, 
one  premature  birth,  and  one  abscess  of  the  brain. 

The  rations  in  this  camp  are  practically  the  same  as  in  the  other  camps. 
The  flour  mostly  comes  from  Australia.  The  sugar  is  yellow  granulated  cane 
sugar  from  Natal.  The  coffee  is  Rio.  Coffee  beans  are  about  to  be  issued 
instead  of  the  roasted  and  ground  coffee,  as  the  people  prefer  to  roast  it 
tliemselves.  They  believe  they  can  thus  protect  themselves  against  fraud. 
The  people  here  complain  that  they  get  too  much  flour  and  too  little  sugar. 
The  meat  here,  as  elsewhere,  is  very  poor ;  hence  double  rations  are  usually 
issued.  The  people  continually  complain  of  the  quality  of  the  meat,  but  the 
Superintendent  says  that  several  burghers  in  the  camp  had  cattle  of  their  own, 
and  that  the  complaints  will  continue  until  the  last  of  these  animals  haa  been 
sold  to  the  Government. 

In  the  hospital  and  in  the  contagion  camp  the  milk  used  is  Milkmaid 
Brand.  This  is  diluted  with  30  parts  of  water  for  infantas  and  for  the  sick. 
This,  in  my  opinion,  is  too  weak ;  it  should  be  diluted  with  14  parts  of  water 
for  infanta  and  the  sick  ;  for  older  children  and  convalescents  it  should  be 
diluted  with  seven  parts  of  water. 

There  is  an  ample  supply  of  medical  comforts  and  drugs. 

No  church  or  school  has  yet  been  established.  All  arrangements  have 
been  made  to  start  these  as  soon  as  the  necessary  materials  arrive  from 
Pretoria. 

On  the  whole,  though  this  camp  is  in  its  infancy,  it  has  been  well  begun. 
The  Superintendent  and  the  doctor  both  seem  very  capable,  energetic,  and 
intelligent  men.  The  organisation  of  the  camp  promises  well  for  its  future. 
Many  things  are  lacking  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  transport,  but  with  the 
materials  at  their  disposal  the  authorities  at  the  camp  have,  I  believe,  done 
all  that  was  possible. 

The  people  in  the  tents  and  the  condition  in  which  they  live  resembled 
very  much  what  I  have  seen  in  other  camps.  For  instance,  there  were  two  tents 
side  by  side  which  I  visited.  In  the  first  tent  there  were  English-speaking 
burghers  engaged  upon  making  a  stove — ^a  most  ingenious  contrivance — out  of 
corrugated  iron.  The  flaps  of  the  tents  were  all  fastehed  up,  and  the  bedding 
was  rolled  up  for  the  day.  The  interior  of  the  tent  was  very  clean  and  tidy. 
The  people  seemed  very  interested  in  their  occupation,  and  explained  the 
construction  of  the  stove  to  us.  They  seemed  quite  contented  and  happy. 
In  the  next  tent  there  was  a  child  ill  with  pneumonia.  Everything  was 
untidy  and  dirty,  and  the  air  in  the  tent  was  stuffy  and  evil  smelling.  The 
child,  fnr  a  wonder,  was  in  a  nightgown  instead  of  its  ordinary  clothes.  I 
examined  its  chest,  the  skin  was  grimy  with  dirt.  The  sickness  in  the  tent 
would  excuse  the  flaps  being  down  and  the  want  of  ventilation,  but  nothing 
but  dirty  habits  and  ignorance  would  explain  the  filthy  condition  of  tent  and 
its  inmates.  They  seemed  not  to  understand  what  cleanliness  is,  and  to 
fsare  IBS'" 

(Signed)        KENDAL  FRANKS. 
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BELFAST. 

August  24th,  1901; 

I  visited  this  camp  on  August  24th,  1901.  The  town  of  Belfast  is 
composed  of  a  few  widely-scattered  houses,  picturesquely  situated  on  the 
slopes  of  small  hills,  hardly  high  enough  to  be  dignified  with  the  name  of 
kopjes.  It  is  distant  about  two  miles  from  the  railway  station.  In  the  middle 
of  the  town  is  a  large  clear  space  sloping  downwards  towards  the  north,  upon 
which  one  division  of  the  camp,  composed  of  60  tents,  is  pitched.  Somewhat 
to  the  west  of  this  is  another  good  vacant  site,  upon  which  the  second 
division  of  the  camp  is  located ;  this  consists  of  50  bell  tents.  More  to  the 
north-west  again  is  a  large,  healthy  area,  with  the  late  Landrost's  Court  on 
one  side  and  the  gaol  on  the  other,  where  it  is  proposed  to  pitch  a  third 
division  of  the  camp  as  soon  as  possible.  There  are  1,399  refugees  in  Belfast, 
of  w^hich  239  occupy  the  tents  in  No.  1  Camp,  of  which  203  occupy  the 
tents  in  No.  2  Camp,  and  the  remainder,  957,  are  accommodated  in  the  houses 
and  stores  in  the  town.  Of  these  1,399  refugees,  210  are  men,  517  women, 
and  672  children.  The  town  and  camp  are  surrounded  by  blockhouses ;  the 
people  have  perfect  freedom  within  the  circle  of  these  blockhouses  and  mave 
about  where  they  like.  The  town  and  camp  are  out  of  bounds  to  the  military, 
and  a  strict  watch  is  kept  that  no  soldier  makes  his  way  within  the  circle 
of  blockhouses.  There  are  no  police,  burgher  or  military,  employed  in  the 
camp»  and  they  apparently  are  not  needed. 

All  the  officers  connected  with  the  camp  seem  to  me  to  be  as  capable, 
energetic,  and  thoroughgoing  as  any  I  have  yet  met,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
most  excellent  spirit  penneating  this  camp  between  the  people  and  the 
several  officers.  The  Superintendent,  the  doctor,  the  schoolmaster,  and  the 
matron  of  the  hospital  seem  to  have  gained,  not  only  the  confidence  but 
the  affection  of  the  refugees  in  this  town,  albeit  the  discipline  is  as  strict  as 
any  I  have  met  with  in  any  of  the  camps. 

The  Superintendent  is  Mr.  David  Murray.  The  camp  was  started  on 
June  4th,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  camp  was  laid  ouc  and  the  tents 
pitched  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise.  In  camp  No.  1  the  tents 
are  pitched  with  mathematical  accuracy,  and  the  openings  of  the  tents 
are  so  arranged  that  no  one  tent  can  look  into  another.  The  distance 
between  the  tents  is  13  yarcjs  from  pole  to  pole  ;  each  tent  is  surrounded  by 
a  trench.  From  this  trench  two  narrow  trenches  run  obliquely  downwarcfs 
and  outwards  to  join  a  larger  trench  which  runs  parallel  to  the  street  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom  of  the  camp.  This  is  so  well  laid  out  that  it  seems  as  if 
it  would  be  impossible  for  water  to  flood  the  tents  in  the  heaviest  rain  even. 
The  streets,  which  are  of  a  good  width  and  quite  straight,  were  quite  clean, 
as  were  also  the  surroundings  of  the  tents.  Owing  to  the  want  of  transport, 
however,  a  good  deal  of  the  soil,  which  had  been  dug  out  of  the  trenches, 
had  not  yet  been  carted  away.  The  Superintendent  speaks  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  assistance  he  has  received  from  the  storekeeper,  Mr.  Manning. 

There  is  as  yet  no  camp  matron  here.  Mrs.  Du  Pries,  a  Dutch  lady, 
whose  husband  is  still  on  commando,  is  acting  for  the  present  as  camp 
matron,  and  visits  the  tents.  The  people  report  to  her  cases  of  illness  ;  she 
makes  a  list  and  goes  round  with  the  doctor.  This  has  worked  fairly  well 
up  to  the  present,  becauae  the  camp  has  been  small ;  but  for  many  reasons  it 
would  be  better  for  a  regularly  appointed  camp  matron,  experienced  and 
properly  trained,  to  take  charge  of  the  entire  camp,  with  probationers 
under  her. 

There  is  an  inspector  over  the  camp,  Mr.  Coetzee.  He  is  a  lay  preacher, 
and  has  much  influence  with  Boers  in  camp.  He  visits  the  houses  and  tents 
to  see  that  they  are  kept  clean  and  in  order.  It  is  proposed  to  adopt  a 
system  here  which  the  Superintendent  says  has  proved  most  effective  in 
Barberton.  If  it  is  reported  to  the  Superintendent  that  a  tent  or  its 
inmates  are  not  clean,  the  names  of  the  delinquents  are  to  be  posted  in  the 
rations  tent,  where  all,  when  they  go  for  their  supplies,  can  see  it.  The 
force  of  the  public  opinion  has  been  proved  to  be  sufficient  to  cause  a 
reformation,  it  is  the  duty  also  of  the  inspector  to  look  after  the  latrines  ; 
this  has  proved  one  of  the  most  difficult  duties  to  perform  in  the  camp,  in 
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spite  of  the  fact  that  the  refugees  here  are  middle-class  people,  and  come 
from  well-to-do  dorps.  The  women  show  no  delicacy  of  feeling  in  this 
matter. 

The  water  supply  for  this  camp  is  derived  from  wells.  There  are  four 
wells  in  camp  No.  1  and  three  in  camp  No.  2  ;  the  water  seems  very  good, 
but  samples  have  been  sent  to  Pretoria  for  analysis,  and  the  results  have  not 
yet  been  received.  There  are  no  cases  of  enteric  in  the  hospital  or  outside 
it,  and  very  little  sickness  in  the  camp. 

The  rations  here  are  the  same  as  in  the  other  camps.  The  supplementary 
ration  of  rice  has  been  issued  during  the  past  fortnight,  the  rice  having  been 
brought  up  from  Delagoa  Bay. 

.  The  milk  here  is  good.  One  tin  of  Milkmaid  and  two  of  Ideal  are  used 
to  ttt^ke  nine  bottles.  Every  child  up  to  three,  and  old  people,  get  a  bottle 
per  day. 

There  are  three  large  public  ovens  in  this  camp,  where  the  people  can 
bake  their  own  bresd.  These  have  been  very  much  appreciated  by  the 
refugees.  ,. 

*  14  lbs.  of  wood  and  14  lbs.  of  coal  are  issued  per  week  to  every  inmate,  of 
the  c^mp,  children  included.  Very  little  biltong  is  made  in  the  camp,  and 
under  no  circumstances  is  it  allowed  to  be  hung  up  in  the  tents  or  houses,j  las 
I  have  observed  it  elsewhere. 

It  is  a  well-known  custom  with  the  Boers  to  keep  coffins  ready  for  use  in 
their  houses,  a  \yi8e  precaution  considering  the  hot  climate  and  the  isolated 
condition  of  many  of  the  farmhouses.  Two  old  Boers  who  came  into  camp 
brought  their  coffins  with  them  and  propped  them  up  against  the  outside  of 
their  tentsw  They  were  removed  to  a  place  of  safety  by  order  of  the  Superin- 
tendent. 

1  think  it  is  owing  to  the  personal  influence  of  the  Superintendent  that 
in  this  camp  there  has  been  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  Boer  men  to  work. 
Indeed,  the  supply  exceeds  the  demand,  and  consequently  the  Superintendent 
has  been  obliged  to  give  them  employment  in  rotation.  No  pressure  or 
coercive  measux'es  have  been  necessary. 

The  building  in  the  town  which  was  formerly  the  Transvaal  Hotel  has 
beien  converted  into  a  hospital.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  hospital  and  of 
the  camp  is  Dr.  Wroughton,  R.A.M.C.  He  is  also  in  charge  of  the  military 
stationed  at  Belfast  Station.  He  has  taken  very  great  interest  in  the 
hospital  in  the  camp,  and  has  brought  it  to  a  great  state  of  efficiency.  .  I 
think,  however,  that  there  is  too  much  work  for  him  to  attend  to  the  camp  as 
well.  I  would  recommend  that  a  civil  medical  officer  be  sent  here  to  live  in 
and  take  chai'ge  of  the  camp,  but  that  the  hospital,  where  Dr.  Wroughton 
has  done  such  good  work,  be  left  in  his  charge  as  heretofore.  The  rooms  in 
the  hospital  make  excellent  wards.  There  are  35  beds,  all  supplied  with  wire 
wove  mattresses.  Dr.  Wroughton  has  borrowed  some  of  these  from  the 
military  hospital,  where  they  were  not  being  used,  to  relieve  the  pressure  in 
the  camp  hospital.  There  were  34  patients  in  the  hospital  when  I  visited  it, 
many  of  them  being  measles.  Some  of  the  very  small  children  were  put  two 
in  a  bed,  one  at  eacn  end. 

The  matron  of  the  hospital  is  Sister  Herbst,  under  her  are  two  trained 
nurses,  one  for  day  work  and  one  for  night.  One  of  these.  Sister  Lambart, 
who  has  had  much  experience  as  a  district  nurse  in  the  slums  of  Sydney  and 
Melbourne,  the  Superintendent  considers  would  make  a  most  excellent  camp 
matron.  He  is  very  anxious  that  another  nurse  should  be  sent  up  from 
l^retoria  to  work  in  the  hospital  to  take  Sister  Lambart's  place,  so  that  the 
latter  should  be  set,free  to  undertake  the  duty  of  camp  matron.  I  think  this 
would  be  a  wise  step  to  take. 

Under  the  trained  nurses  are  four  probationers,  girls  selected  from  the 
camp.  Three  are  for  day  work  and  one  for  night.  They  are  given  a  uniform, 
viz.,  a  dress  and  apron,  to  be  worn  on  duty  only,  and  are  paid  at  the  rate  of 
£2  105.  a  month  until  they  have  learned  their  duties  and  become  efficient ^ 
when  their  pay  is  raised  to  2^.  6rf.  a  day. 

The  number  of  sick  in  hospital  when  I  visited  it  was  34,  ^the  average 
number  for  each  week  in  July  was  20,  and  for  each  week  in  August  was  30, 
this  increase  being  entirely  due  to  the  epidemic  of  measles.  The  total  number 
.pf  deaths  in  ,the  hospital  has  been  five  ;  four  occurred  in  July,  and  one  from 
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pneumonia,  one  from  bronchitis,  one  from  measles,  and  one  from  membranous 
c5roup.  Only  one  death  occurred  in  A  ugust  up  to  the  23rd  from  an  extensive 
burn.     Altogether  75  patients  have  been  admitted  to  the  hospital. 

Prior  to  July  26th  no  distinction  was  made  in  the  returns  between  the 
sick  in  the  hospital  and  the  sick  in  the  camp.  Since  that  date  the  average 
number  of  sick,  that  is,  those  requiring  medical  attendance,  in  camp  has  been 
11.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  camp  during  July  was  eight,  the  number 
in  August,  18  ;  of  these  18,  10  were  due  to  measles,  complicated  by  bronchic 
pneumonia,  or  by  haemorrhage,  and  only  four  to  other  causes.  I  think  these 
returns  show  very  satisfactory  condition  of  this  camp. 

The  school  in  the  camp  at  Belfast  deserves  special  mention.  It  is  imder 
the  management  of  the  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Munro.  The  late  Landrost's  Court 
has  been  converted  into  a  schoolhouse,  for  which  it  is  admirably  suited,  and 
Mr.  Munro's  experience  and  energy  here  made  the  class-rooms  all  that  could 
be  desired.  The  number  of  scholars  on  the  books  is  325,  and  the  daily  average 
attendance  is  200.  At  first  there  was  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  children 
into  the  school,  owing  to  the  suspicions  arising  in  the  parents'  minds. 
Mr.  Munro's  method  of  combating  this  is  characteristic.  He  instituted  a 
rehearsal  of  the  week  s  work  in  a  large  room  outside,  which  he  uses  as  a  drill 
hall.  To  this  rehearsal  the  parents  were  all  invited,  as  well  as  their  friends. 
When  they  saw  how  happy  the  children  were  and  the  progress  they  were 
making  all  opposition  soon  died  away. 

Under  Mr.  Munro  there  are  five  teachers,  one  male  and  four  female,  of 
these  two  are  Dutch  and  three  English  colonials,  Mr.  Munro  himself  is  a 
Scotchman.  He  has  also  started  classes  for  technical  instruction.  In  order 
to  teach  the  children  gardening  he  has  enclosed  and  prepared  a  large  piece  of 
ground,  which  he  is  about  to  divide  into  small  allotments  as  gardens  for  the 
older  children  who  may  wish  to  learn.  The  children  are  all  drilled  and  put 
through  calisthenic  exercises.  Two  football  clubs  have  been  formed  among 
the  boys.     They  have  also  a  lawn-tennis  club. 

In  carrying  out  all  these  plans  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Munro  have 
acknowledged  to  me,  evidently  with  deep  gratitude,  the  very  great  assistance 
they  have  received  from  Major  Bulam,  the  Commandant  at  Belfast.  He  has 
taken  the  greatest  interest  in  all  concerning  the  children.  It  was  he  who 
supplied  the  boys  with  footballs  and  the  girls  with  skipping  ropes,  and  m  a 
hundred  other  ways  has  won  the  aifection  and  ^atitude  of  all  in  the  camp. 
Lieutenant  Patterson,  of  the  Lancashire  Fusiliers,  has  also  rendered  much 
assistance  while  stationed  at  Belfast.  He  devoted  part  of  every  morning  to 
teaching  the  head  English  class.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  looking  through 
some  of  the  "  English  compositions  "  written  by  these  scholars,  and  in  them 
some  of  their  feeling  regarding  the  school,  Mr.  Munro,  and  Mr.  Patterson  are 
expressed.  I  have  been  allowed  to  keep  some  of  the  originals.  One  of  them 
reads  : — 

"  Our  school,  our  School ;  that  word  is  enchanting ;  when  we  are  in 
school,  it  is  the  best  days  of  our  life,  with  exception  when  we  get  punish- 
ment, but  if  that  is  not  the  case,  we  know  from  no  sadness  in  school.  We 
have  three  teachers  and  four  mistresses.  '  But  by  which  of  these  teachers, 
you  learn  the  best,'  you  perhaps  ask.  *  Well  may  I  say  what  I  think, 
respectable  teachers  ?  yes  ? '  I  hope  I  shall  not  offend  one  of  the  teachers 
with  my  feeling,  and,  in  case  I  do  that,  I  ask  them  lowly  for  excuse.  Well, 
perhaps  I  am  wrong,  but  I  think  Mr.  Patterson. 

**  I  am  very  thankful  for  the  kindness  that  the  teachers  showing  me 
every  day,  and  I  say  with  a  voice  that  come  out  of  my  heart,  Long  live  our 
teachers. — P.  J.  Malan." 

Another,  signing  herself  Isie  Malan,  says  ; — 

"  I  will  try  to  learn  English  that  I  can  say  to  the  Kakky,  handsup ;  I 
am  twelve  years  old.     This  is  my  first  English  writing." 

Another  composition  on  "  Our  School  at  Belfast "  reads : — 

"  Our  school  is  a  very  nice  school,  I  like  to  be  teached  in  him.  We  had 
two  teachers  and  four  mistresses.  Mr.  Minnero  is  the  Head  Teacher.  I  am 
learning  by  Mr.  Malan,  and  Mr.  Patterson  always  hear  our  reading  lesson. 
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Now  I  want  to  tell  you  how  Mr.  Minnero  is,  he  is  a  small  man,  he  ha3  a  grey 
mustache  and  grey  hair,  on  his  head  is  no  hair,  and  he  is  well  a  funny  teacher, 
and  makes  us  always  happj^  Our  School  is  now  in  good  order.  We  drill 
always  in  the  afternoon  it  is  very  nice  to  drill,  I  think  if  you  know  how  nice 
it  is,  you  will  wish  that  you  can  drill  also  with  us.  I  am  learning  knitting, 
but  I  think  I  can  knit  as  well  as  the  Mistress  that  it  learns  it  to  me,  my 
.pair  of  stockings  which   I  knitted,   is  finished  to-day.     August   1,  1901. — 

0.  W.   DlPPExXAAR." 

All  the  others  are  in  the  same  stiain,  and  show  that  the  school  here  is 
a  great  success,  and  is  exerting  a  useful  influence  upon  the  Dutch  children. 
When  Mr.  Patterson  left,  the  boys  and  girls  wrote  him  a  letter,  which  they 
all  signed,  regretting  his  leaving  and  hoping  he  would  live  to  be  an  old  man. 

r(Signed)        KENDAL  FRANKS. 


MIDDELBUIIG. 

August  22nd  and  23rd,  1901. 

I  visited  this  camp,  and  spent  the  whole  afternoon  of  August  22nd  and 
the  whole  day  of  the  23rd  in  inspecting  it.  There  are  6,924  refugees  here. 
Of  these  71  families,  consisting  of  352  individuals,  live  in  houses  in  the  town, 
and  6,572  people  in  the  camp. 

1'he  people  in  the  town  draw  lations  from  the  ctimp,  they  are  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  magistrate,  and  the  district  surgeon.  Dr.  Spencer,  has  medical 
charge  of  them. 

Of  the  6,924  refugees,  1,280  are  men,  2,565  are  women,  and  3,079 
children. 

The  Superintendent  is  Mr.  C.  E.  Gardiner.  He  is  assisted  by  the  store- 
keeper, Mr.  A.  M.  Morton,  and  three  clerks.  The  camp  was  staited  in 
December,  1900. 

The  camp  is  subdivided  into  smaller  camps  with  distinctive  names.  These 
are  :— (1)  Middelburg  Camp,  (2)  Belfast  Camp,  (3)  Ermelo  Camp,  (4)  Roose- 
nekal  Camp,  (5)  Pretoria  Camp  No.  1,  (6)  Pretoria  Camp  No.  2,  (7)  Carolina 
Camp,  (8)  Vermaak  Camp,  (9)  Joubert  Camp. 

These  distinctions  are  purely  nominal,  and  have  no  reference  whatever  to 
the  districts  from  which  the  people  come.  It  seems  that  each  camp  derived 
its  name  from  the  first  comers,  but  subsequent  arrivals  were  located  in  the 
districts  most  immediately  convenient,  without  any  order  or  any  reference  to 
the  places  from  which  they  came. 

Over  each  camp  is  a  Burgher  Commandant  directly  responsible  to  the 
Superintendent,  and  under  him  are  corporals,  varying  in  number  in  each 
camp  from  one  to  four.  These  are  also  burghers.  When  a  camp  is  fiist 
being  started  the  work  of  pitching  and  arrangmg  tents,  of  digging  trenches 
and  making  streets  requires  more  men  to  do  the  work  than  needed  when  the 
camp  is  finally  established.  Thus  I  find  in  the  Middelburg  Camp  two- 
corporals  ;  in  Belfast,  one ;  in  Ermelo,  four ;  in  Roosenekal  Sections  1  and  2,. 
seven  corporals;  in  Pretoria  Nos.  1  and  2,  eight  corporals  ;  in  Carolina,  four; 
in  Vermaak,  two ;  and  in  Joubert,  one. 

Their  duty  is  to  see  generally  to  the  cleanliness  and  order  of  the  stieeis, 
and  of  the  surroundings  of  the  tents.  The  inmates  of  each  tent  are  supposed 
to  sweep  up  all  rubbish  and  ashes  round  their  own  tent,  and  to  deposit  it  on 
the  dust  heap  common  to  a  group  of  tents.  Dust  carts  are  feuppoeed  to  go 
round  the  tents  continually  removing  those  dust  heaps  and  depositing  their 
contents  into  holes  in  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  cnmp,  where 
they  are  covered  up.  These  holes  are  mostly  found  near  the  watercourse, 
and  T  was  informed  that  they  were  used  as  receptacles  for  water,  in  which 
the  natives  used  to  wash  clothes.  They  were  found  to  be  breeding  places  foi" 
mosquitos,  and  the  Superintendent  adopted  this  method  of  doing  away  ^ilU 
them. 
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>  The  Superiutendent  has  three  Scotch  carts  and  two  wagons  for  this 
scavenging  work.  He  states  tliat  the  wagons  are  inconvenient  for  tho 
purpose,  and  wished  that  they  were  replaced  by  three  more  Scotch  carts. 
The  diflBculty  entirely  consists  in  the  irregular  way  in  which  the  camp  is 
pitched.  The  streets,  if  they  can  be  called  streets,  are  too  naiT0w%  the  tents 
are  too  close  together  and  too  irregular  to  allow  of  wagons  passing  with  ease 
between  them.  In  some  of  the  crowded  streets  I  found  tents  pitched  in  the 
middle  of  the  street.  Of  course  with  this  want  of  order,  and  airangement, 
the  wagon,  which  would  otherwise  be  the  most  serviceable  conveyance  for 
the  rubbish,  is  here  of  little  use.  Consequently  I  found  dust  heaps  which 
I  was  told  had  been  accumulating  for  three  or  four  days,  but  which  looked 
nearly  a  week  old,  obstructing  the  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  camp  in  every 
direction. 

There  are  no  burgher  police  in  this  camp.  Fourteen  military  police, 
including  a  corporal  in  charge,  patrol  the  camp  continually.  Their  duty  is 
to  prevent  nuisances,  and  to  arrest  any  soldier  who  may  come  into  camp 
without  authority.  I  spent  11  hours  going  about  the  camp,  and  did  not  once 
meet  one  of  these  police.  Moreover,  I  came  upon  evidences  of  nuisances  all 
over  the  camp,  mostly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  tents.  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  burgher  police,  who  have  proved  so  successful  in  the  other  camps, 
should  not  be  employed  here.. 

The  Superintendent  informed  me  that  the  rule  in  the  camp,  except  in 
rases  of  illness,  was  that  the  flaps  of  the  tents  should  be  raised  every 
morning  at  10  a.m.  and  kept  raised  until  4  p.m.  The  rule  had  to  be  con- 
siderably relaxed  during  the  measles  epidemia  Though  I  carefully  looked 
through  the  camp  for  evidence  of  this  rule,  I  only  saw  one  or  two  tents 
where  the  flaps  were  raised.  There  was  no  provision  for  airing  the  bedclothes 
and  bedding. 

The  camp,  as  a  whole,  consists  of : — 


169  E.  P.  tents. 

1,488  bell  tente. 

26  large  marquees. 

23  medium  marquees. 

8  hospital  E.  P.  tents. 


The  mtions  in  this  camp  are  on  the  same  scale  as,  and  the  quality  is 
identical  with,  that  supplied  to  the  other  camps.  As  regards  the  issue  of 
flour,  every  child  ovsr  six  counts  as  an  adult,  ana  draws  7  lbs.  per  week.  The 
Superintendent  considers  that  the  issue  of  flour  is  excessive,  as  he  noticed  that, 
when  some  refugees  who  had  been  sent  from  Middelburg  to  the  camp  at 
Balmoral,  many  of  the  women  carried  away  bags  of  flcmr  with  them,  which 
they  had  saved  from  the  rations.  I  found  that  at  Belfast  many  of  the  women 
saved  up  the  flour  also.  The  Superintendent  there  inquired  the  cause,  because, 
as  he  said,  the  flour  was  issued  to  them  to  consume.  Several  of  the  women  told 
him  that  when  they  were  allowed  to  return  to  their  farms  they  would  have 
nothing  to  live  on  until  they  w^ere  able  to  reap  a  harvest,  and  therefore  they 
were  economising  the  flour  issued  to  them  now,  so  as  to  have  some  in  hand  for 
the  future.  This  is  a  different  view  of  the  case  from  that  of  the  Superinten- 
dent at  Middelburg.  I  find  here  that  the  rice  for  the  supplementary  issue 
has  not  yet  arrived,  but  there  is  mealie  meal.  The  Superintendent  issues  this 
not  as  a  supplementary  ration,  but  in  lieii  of  a  corresponding  amount  of  flour, 
should  the  recipient  ask  for  it,  as  he  considers  the  issue  of  flour  excessive. 
8oap  is  issued  as  part  of  the  ration  to  each  family  weekly ;  15  to  20  lbs.  of 
wood,  which  is  very  scarce,  and  200  lbs.  of  coal  are  also  issued  to  each  family 
once  a  week. 

The  milk  supply  is  very  fair  (14  tins  of  Milkmaid  brand  are  added  to 
40  bottles  of  boiled  water,  something  less  than  one  tin  for  three  bottles),  and 
is  issued  to  the  same  people  as  in  other  camps.  A  soup  kitchen  of  a  rather 
elementary  kind  has  been  established  in  each  of  the  divisional  camps,  and  is 
nndt^r  the  direction  of  the  camp  commandant.  This  is  not  a  good  arrange- 
ment ;  the  issue  of  milk  and  of  soup  should  be  under  the  supervision  of  the 
nursing  sisters,  and  distributed  by  probationers,  as  is  done  m  other  camps. 
'Ihe  meat  in  this  camp  has  always  been  supplied  by  a  local  butcher  at  contract 
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prices,  ranging  from  8d.  to  lOcl.  per  lb.,  because  the  Superintendent  informs 
me  the  Army  Service  Corps  were  unable  to  supply  a  sufficiency  of  captured 
stock.  The  quality  of  the  meat,  he  says,  has  been  excellent.  I  was  unable 
to  judge  of  this  myself.     Beef  is  more  frequently  issued  than  mutton, 

I  cannot  commend  either  the  situation  of  this  camp,  or  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  pitched.  It  at  present  occupies  a  very  large  area,  practically  flat, 
which  will  be  most  unhealthy  in  a  wet  season.  Round  the  camp,  on  two 
sides,  is  rising  ground  within  accessible  distance,  and  within  easy  reach  of 
water.  The  ground  to  the  left  of  the  dam  has  unfortunately  been  used  to 
bury  dead  cattle  and  camp  refuse,  while  more  lately  a  cemetery  has  been 
formed  there.  This  would  render  it  an  unsuitable  site  for  the  camp,  but  no 
such  objections  hold  as  regards  the  rising  ground  to  the  right  of  the  dam, 
Carcase  Hill  I  believe  it  is  called,  and  I  strongly  recommend  that  before  the 
rainy  season  sets  in,  the  whole  of  the  camp  at  Middelburg  be  removed  in  this 
direction. 

I  cannot  but  condemn  the  manner  in  which  this  camp  has  been  laid  out. 
No  system  has  been  shown  in  the  pitching  of  the  tents.  In  some  parts  they 
are  irregularly  crowded  together.  In  others  a  few  tents  seem  to  have  beeiv 
dumped  down  upon  the  veldt  without  any  apparent  reason.  I  was  told  as  a' 
reason  for  this  irregularity  that  when  a  family  had  been  accommodated  in  a- 
tent  in  one  place,  if  they  discovered  friends  in  another,  they  were  in  the 
habit  of  taking  up  their  tent  and  re-pitching  it  close  to  then-  friends,  and 
this  apparently  without  let,  hindrance,  or  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the 
Superintendent  or  his  subordinates. 

The  administration  in  this  camp  seems  equally  lax.  I  have  already* 
mentioned  the  condition  of  the  so-called  streets,  and  of  the  environment  of' 
the  tents.  The  inside  of  the  tents  and  the  inmates  seem  equally  dirty  and' 
uncared  for ;  except  in  a  case  of  sickness  there  seems  to  be  no  provision  for 
the  visiting  of  the  tents  or  for  looking  after  the  cleanliness  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  result  is  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated.  I  was  glad,  however, 
to  find  some  admirable  workshops  in  the  camps,  where  some  of  the  men  were 
busily  and  usefully  employed. 

There  is  one  matron  for  both  the  hospital  and  the  ramp.  Sister  McClay. 
She  comes  from  Australia,  is  an  active  and  capable  woman,  and  a  first-rate 
matron.  She  has  six  sisters  under  her.  To  one  of  these,  Sister  Wallace,  she 
handed  over  the  entire  management  of  the  hospital,  with  Sister  Fry  and 
Sister  Machen  to  assist  her.  The  matron,  with  three  sistei's  (one  of  whom  is 
at  present  on  holiday)  to  assist  her,  supervises  the  entire  camp.  These  thre& 
sisters  take  turn  about  to  do  a  week's  night  duty  in  the  hospital,  so  that  the 
matron  has  never  more  than  two  sisters  at  a  time  to  visit  the  people  in  the 
camp,  and  at  present  has  only  one.  Considering  the  size  of  the  camp  at 
Middelburg  I  tnink  another  sister  is  much  needed. 

There  are  12  probationers  employed  in  the  hospital  and  four  in  the 
camps.  These  are  all  selected  from  among  the  Boer  girls  in  the  camp. 
They  are  very  slow  and  difficult  to  train.  They  do  not  take  kindly  ta 
hard  or  di.-agi'eeable  work,  and  are  not  particular  in  the  matter  of  cleanliness, 
hence,  though  they  draw  army  rations  and  are  paid  2s.  6d.  per  day,  they  are 
continually  changing.  This  ineptitude  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at,  when 
we  take  into  consideration  the  ignorance  in  regard  to  all  things  relating  to 
health  and  sanitation  in  which  they  have  been  brought  up.  It  is  obvious  to 
all  those  who  have  had  any  experience  of  these  camps  that  not  only  the 
probationers  but  the  people  generally  must  in  future  benefit  by  the  education 
and  discipline  in  these  matters  which  a  residence  in  these  camps  afibrds  them^ 
but  the  probationers  benefit  to  an  exceptional  extent.  In  return  for  the  work 
they  do  in  helping  to  look  after  their  own  people  they  receive  the  same  rations 
as  the  numng  sisters  in  our  military  hospitals,  they  are  paid  at  the  rate  of 
over  £i5  per  year,  and  they  are  given  an  elementary  training  in  nursing  of 
the  sick  for  which  many  at  home  have  to  pay  out  of  their  own  pockets. 

Their  duty  in  this  camp  is  to  find  out  cases  of  sickness  and  to  report  to 
the  sister  in  charge,  the  sister  then  visits  these  cases  with  the  probationers. 
If  she  considers  the  case^  require  medical  advice  she  accompanies  the  doctor 
on  his  rounds  and  calls  his  attention  to  them.  If  he  considers.it  necessary  he 
sends  them  to  Hospital.  In  the  earlier  days  of  the  camp  the  people  used  to 
resist  going  to  hospital,  and  on  one  occasion  one  of  the  sisters  was  struck. 

(7^25)  2  U  2  ^ 
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But  tliat  lias  improved  and  removal  to  hospital  is  now  taken  as  a  makler  of 
course,  although  each  removal  is  still  accomjDanied  by  the  *'  last  farewells"  oF 
numerous  friends. 

The .  hospital  stands  out  as  the  redeeming  feature  ia  this  camp.  It 
consists  of  eight  marquees  or  E.P.  tents,  which  contuiu  six  to  10  beds  each, 
one  bell  tent,  and  two  square  tents  pitched  at  a  distance  from  the  E.P.  tents 
for  isolation  cases,  one  medium-sized  marquee  used  as  an  opei'ation  theatre, 
one  lai'ge  marquee  allotted  to  the  hospital  probationers  {see  photograph). 

When  I  visited  the  hospital  there  were  in  all  56  beds  and  there  were 
50  patients.  These  patients  were  suffering  from  the  ordinary  diseases  foniid 
in  every  hospital.  There  were  no  cases  of  enteric  in  the  camp.  The  hospital 
is  very  well  pitched,  there  is  very  good  air  space  between  the  tents,  and  the 
whole  is  surrounded  by  a  barbed  wire  fence,  so  as  to  control  the  visitors  who 
may  come  to  the  hospital  from  the  camp.  The  interior  of  die  marquees  is 
a  picture  of  what  such  hospital  tents  should  be.  The  beds  are  comfortable 
and  well  arranged,  without  any  overcrowding,  and  everything  in  and  about 
the  tents  w^\s  neat  and  clean.  I  think  the  doctors  and  the  nursing  stafl' 
deserve  great  credit  for  creating  this  centre  of  cleanliness  and  order  in  the 
midst  of  such  disorder  and  dirt.  The  sisters  do  not  reside  within  the  charmed 
circle,  surrounded  by  barbed  wire,  of  the  hospital  precincts.  They  are  housed 
in  three  small  cottages  in  a  row,  not  far  from  the  hospital.  As  1  hold  that 
nursing  sisters,  who  devote  all  their  time  and  energies  to  the  service  of  others, 
should  always  be  well  cared  for  by  those  responsible  for  their  well-being,  I 
visited  these  cottages  and  inspected  the  sisters'  quarters.  I  was  surprised 
and  indignant  with  what  I  saw.  The  cottages  were  all  of  the  same  pattern. 
In  the  first  a  narrow  passage  from  the  hall  door  separated  two  rooms;  one, 
on  the  right  hand  side,  was  the  matron  s,  and  very  poorly  furnished ;  the 
other,  on  the  left,  was  the  dispensarj-.  A  door  at  the  end  of  the  passage 
opened  into  the  sisters'  dining  room.  A  door  on  the  left  opened  directly  off 
the  dining  room  into  a  bedroom  occupied  by  one  of  the  dispensers.  This 
gentleman,  having  a  strong  objection  to  fresh  air,  keeps  the  window  always 
shut,  and  a  kerosene  stove  is  kept  burning  to  keep  up  the  temperature. 
Consequently  tliis  room  ventilates  itself  by  pouring  the  foul  and  heated  air 
into  the  sisters'  dining  room  I  may  mention  that  there  are  tw^o  dispensei's, 
one  a  Hollander,  and  the  other  a  Dane.  These  dispensers  mess  with  the 
sisters      This  arrangement  is  absolutely  wrong,  and  should  not  be  allowed. 

In  the  second  cottage,  the  front  room  to  the  right  is  allotted  to  Sister 
Wallace,  who  has  charge  of  the  hospital.  The  only  furniture  in  this  room  is 
a  bedstead.  A  dressing  table  has  been  improvised  out  of  an  empty  coffee  Ciise. 
The  washhand  stand  is  formed  of  three  biscuit  boxes.  When  she  returns  from 
a  long  day  in  the  iiospital,  she  can  sit  down  in  her  own  room  on  another 
biscuit  box.  There  were  no  curtains  or  blinds  to  the  window.  Mrs.  Mast, 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  doctors,  has  lent  her  curtains  and  a  chair  out  of  her 
house.  The  room  opposite  to  hers  is  the  doctor's  consulting  room.  The 
consulting  hours  begin  at  7.30  a.m.  From  6  a.m.  the  people  begin  to  arrive. 
They  crowd  around  on  the*  stoep.  Some  stare  through  Sister  Wallaces 
window,  or  sit  on  the  window  sill  and  expectorate  freely.  The  matron,  who 
accompanied  me  on  my  tour  of  inspection  here,  was  greatly  distressed  that  no 
better  provision  was  made  for  her  head  nurse,  whom  she  was  afraid  of  losing. 
The  two  back  rooms  in  this  house  were  occupied  by  a  refugee  family.  A  small 
room  opening  off  one  of  these  latter  rooms,  corresponding  to  the  pantry  in 
•the  other  houses,  was  the  bedroom  of  one  of  the  other  sisters ;  that  is,  she 
liad  to  pass  through  the  room  occupied  by  the  refugee  family  every  time  she 
wished  to  enter  or  leave  her  own  room. 

The  third  cottage  was  occupied  by  the  other  four  sisters.  The  rooms 
were  furnished  in  the  poorest  manner. 

I  consider  that  the  first  cottage  should  be  used  as  a  dispensary  :  one 
room  as  the  doctors  consulting  room,  and  the  others  as  quarters  for  the 
dispensers.     These  should  not  be  permitted  to  mess  with  the  sisters. 

The  other  two  cottages  should  be  handed  over  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  matron  and  the  sisters.  Quarters  should  be  found  elsewhere'  for  the 
refugee  famil3^ 

These  cottages  should  be  furnished  with  some  regard  to  the  comfort  of 
the  nursing  staff. 
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The  present  arrangement  is  not  only  bad,  it  is  stupid.  It  is  of  a  piece 
Avith  many  departments  in  this  camp,  where  order  and  supervision  are 
conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  sickness  in  this  camp,  most  of  which  has 
been  due  to  a  very  severe  epidemic  of  measles  which  raged  through  the  camp 
during  July  and  still  continues.  This  accounts  almost  entirely  for  the  high 
death  rate.  Thus  in  July  there  were  41 G  deaths  in  the  camp.  Of  these  no 
less  than  ^47  were  due  to  measles,  seven  only  were  due  to  enteric,  and  the 
remainder  were  from  various  causes.  That  is,  exclusive  of  measles,  there 
were  69  deaths  in  a  camp  of  6,924  people — not  quite  1  per  cent.  It  would 
seem  that  the  malignancy  of  the  epidemic  was  declining,  or  the  people  were 
becoming  more  sensible  and  better  educated  in  the  care  of  the  sick,  because, 
though  there  is  no  reduction  in  the  number  of  sick  in  the  camp,  there  is  a 
very  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths.  Thus  in  the  week  ending 
July  18ih  there  were  794  cases  of  sickness  in  the  camp — that  is,  158  men, 
^^25  women,  and  311  children.  There  were  during  that  week  107  deaths: 
92  from  measles,  one  from  enteric,  and  14  from  other  causes.  During  the 
corresponding  w-eek  in  August,  i.e.,  ending  the  22nd,  there  were  873  cases  of 
sickness,  i.e.,  138  men,  397  women,  338  children,  whilst  the  number  of  deaths 
was  reduced  to  30,  nine  of  which  were  due  to  measles,  two  to  enteric,  and 
19  to  other  causes.  In  the  previous  week,  ending  August  15th,  a  similar 
condition  was  found.  There  were  799  cases  of  sickness,  and  only  23  deaths. 
T  think  this  remarkable  reduction  in  the  ratio  of  the  deaths  to  the  number  of 
sick  must  be  attributed  to  the  measles  assuming  a  much  milder  form,  much 
like  the  type  of  the  disease  to  which  we  are  accustomed  at  home,  because  in 
going  thiough  this,  camp  I  saw  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  people  had  in 
any  w^ay  improved  in  their  knowledge  or  their  treatment  of  the  ailments  of 
their  own  sick  ones.  I  came  across  much  evidence,  on  the  contrary,  to  show 
thai  their  depths  of  ignorance  in  those  matters  are  almost  unfathomable  by 
the  ordinary  educated  mind.  I  visited,  for  instance,  a  girl  called  Margaret 
Du  Plessis,  in  Tent  101  in  the  Belfast  division  of  the  camp  at  Middelburg, 
with  Dr.  Spencer,  the  Senior  Medical  Officer.  She  was  suffering  from  renal 
dropsy,  supposed  to  be  due  to  a  chill  when  convalescing  from  enteric  fever. 
She  was  about  1 8  years  of  age.  From  her  hips  down  to  her  feet  she  was 
wrapped  up  in  a  poultice  made  of  horse  dung,  which  her  mother,  who  was 
present,  explained  was  taking  the  swelling  down  from  her  face. 

I  saw  a  girl  called  Katrina  Viljoen  in  the  hospital  convalescing  from 
enteric.  One  day  her  mother  came  in  to  see  her,  and  brought  her  some  dried 
peaches,  which  the  child  ate,  with  the  result  that  she  very  nearly  died. 
Sister  Wallace  told  me  that  about  a  month  previously  a  Mrs.  Grobler  and  her 
son,  aged  nine,  were  both  in  hospiUd  suffering  from  enteric.  A  friend  from 
the  Ciimp  came  to  visit  her,  carrying  something  under  her  apron.  The  sister 
asked  what  it  was.  The  woman  produced  a  bottle  containing  a  brown- 
looking  fluid,  which  she  said  was  very  good  to  relieve  thirst.  The  sister  asked 
what  it  was,  and  the  vvoman,  without  any  hesitation,  told  her  it  was  horse 
dung  cooked  in  w-ater  and  strained.  *'  It  is  very  good,"  she  said  ;  "  you  can 
taste  it  if  you  like."  The  invitation  was  not  accepted,  and  the  woman  was 
sent  away  immediately,  very  indignant  that  her  remedy  was  not  appreciated. 

A  similar  infusion  made  with  goat's  dung  is  a  very  favourite  drink  given 
by  the  Boers  to  bring  out  the  rash  in  measles.  The  matron  has  seen  it 
several  times  employed  in  this  camp.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  there 
were  more  sickness  in  the  camp  than  there  actually  is.  The  tents  which  I 
visited  were  nearly  all  dirty  and  untidy,  and  the  inhabitants  showed  no 
appreciation  of  pereonal  cleanliness,  I  think  much  more  might  be  done  in 
the  w^ay  of  supervision  to  improve  matters  in  this  respect.  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  quite  feasible  to  select  a  good  class  of  girl,  who  might  be  instructeain 
pei'sonal  cleanliness  and  in  tidiness,  to. visit  every  tent  in  the  camps,  and  lo 
enforce  the  use  of  soap  and  water.  At  present  there  ai^e  only  four  probationers 
for  camp  work  ;  that  number  is  insuflScient  fur  such  a  large  cauij).  Th^  real 
diflficulty  lies  in  this,  that  the  present  supervision  of  the  whole  camp  is 
defective.  There  is  no  discipline,  no  order,  no  control  to  be  fou^d,.  The 
work  may  be  too  much  for  one  man ;  from  what  I  have  seen  in  the  other 
camps  it  should  not  be  so  ;  but  a  camp  like  this  requires  a  man  of  exceptional 
admmistrative  ability  and  energy. 

(Signed)        KENDAL   FRANKS. 
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W.   M.   BROWN'S    REPORT    ON    VEREENIGING. 


Burgher  Camp^  Vereenif/uig. 

The  camp  is  situated  on  the  Transvaal  bank  of  the  Vaal  River,  where  the 
plain  begins  to  slope  down  to  the  river.  It  is  distant  from  the  river  bed 
about  half  a  mile,  and  from  Vereeniging  Station  about  a  mile.  The  refugees 
number  at  present : — 


Men 

181 

Women 

...          ...          ...        328 

Children 

467 

The  camp  officials  are  : — 

Superintendent 
Storekeeper... 

Clerk            

Matron 

...     Mr.  Burton  Tucker. 
...     Mr.  Bates. 
...     Mr.  Rogerson. 
...     Mrs.  StUwell. 

Chaplain 
Doctor 

...     Rev.  Mr.  Burger. 
. . .     Dr.  Marshall. 

Dispenser     ... 
Hospital  matron 

...     Mr.  Lee. 

...     Nm-se  Parker. 

Nurses 

...     Sister  Hannah  and  Sister  Mooi-e. 

The  camp  is  divided  into  two  portions  ;  the  larger,  or  main  camp,  is  formed 
by  11  rows  of  bell  tents,  and  each  row  contains  from  12  to  16  tents ;  in  all, 
there  are  154  tents.  The  second  portion  consists  of  some  25  tents,  separated 
from  the  main  camp  at  a  distance  of  200  yards.  This  small  camp  is  known 
as  the  Burgher  Camp,  and  here  live  the  families  of  some  25  men  who  have 
enrolled  for  service  as  burgher  scouts. 

The  tents  In  the  larger  camp  are  pitched  closely  together  in  lines ;  there 
is  a  space  of  about  30  feet,  which  forms  a  thoroughfare  between  each  of  the 
lines  running  down  the  slope.  At  the  top  of  the  bank  the  store  tents,  the 
school  building,  the  Superintendent  s  office  and  quarters  are  located.  The 
stores  are  kept  in  three  large  tents  ;  in  one  of  these  tents  counters  are  fitted 
up,  and  it  is  used  as  an  issue  store.  The  stores  are  guarded  at  night  by  police- 
men, who  sleep  in  each  of  the  three  tents. 

At  the  bottom  end  of  the  camp  the  latrines  are  situated.  The  lines  of 
tents  cannot  be  lengthened,  because  a  short  distaiice  below  the  bottom  tents 
the  ground  flattens  and  is  mai-shy.  There  is  space,  however,  for  a  few  more 
lines  if  wanted.  The  tents  are  not  placed  in  rows  with  precision,  but  the 
spaces  or  streets  are  clearly  marked ;  in  the  spaces  the  canip  fires  are  made. 
Many  of  the  people  have  improvised  kitchens,  with  shelters  made  of  packino: 
cases  and  sod  walls.  Between  the  lines  buckets  are  provided  to  take  all 
slops  and  refuse.  The  refugees  have  been  ordered  to  raise  the  bottom  walls 
of  the  tents  daily,  and  it  is  a  regulation  that  each  tent  shall  be  struck  once 
in  every  fortnight,  the  furniture  and  belongings  moved,  the  site  of  the  tent 
thoroughly  cleaned,  and  then  the  tent  is  repitched. 

The  fcanitary  conveniences  consist  of  two  latrines ;  each  latrine  is  served 
with  12  pails  ;  disinfectants  are  used  freely  every  day.  The  pails  are  emptied 
every  night,  and  also  the  slop  pails  between  the  lines.  The  working  of  the 
sanitary  service  of  the  camp  is  combined  with  that  of  the  village,  and  is 
under  the  direction  of  the  Assistant  District  Commissioner.  The  Buigher 
Can  [  B  Department  contributes  to  the  general  cost  .£6  per  month,  and  has 
also  provided  a  sanitary  cart. 

Water  Sujyphj. — The  supply  of  water  is  drawn  from  a  spring  on  the 
Orange  liiver  Colony  side  of  the  river.     The  water  is  carted  to  the  ramp 
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and  stored  in  the  carts  engaged  in  the  work,  and  in  a  400-gallon  tank,  whioh 
is  built  over  a  furnace ;  from  this  tank  hot  water  is  on  tap  all  day. 

Meat  Supply, — The  camp  has  been  fortunate  in  its  supply  of  meat,  as 
the  Superintendent  has  been  able  to  draw  stock  from  passing  convoys ;  thus 
all  through  the  winter  they  have  been,  and  even  to-day  are  able  to  get  a 
satisfactory  supply.  A  properly-fitted  butcher's  shop  is  lent  to  the  Qitmp  by 
Mr.  Bass,  a  merchant,  whose  premises  are  very  close  to  the  camp.  Mr.  Bass 
has  been  trading  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  most  of  the  refugees  are 
well  known  to  him  ;  ho  has  been  kind  enough  to  give  the  camp  his  butcher's 
store,  and  also  a  new  stove  for  the  hospital,  and  an  American  organ  for  the 
school  and  church. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  consists  of  12  marquees,  eight  ere  pitched  and 
in  use  at  present.  They  are  pitched  on  the  plain,  a  distance  from  the  camp 
of  about  400  yards ;  besides  the  marquees  there  are  six  bell  tents  for  the 
hospital  staff  quarters,  and  a  small  kitchen  built  of  wood  and  galvanised  iron. 
The  hospital  ground  is  fenced  in  with  barbed  wire.  At  present  there  are  S2 
patients,  mostly'-  enteric  cases.  Officials  have  much  difficulty  in  getting  the 
patients  moved  into  the  hospital;  during  my  visits  t^o  were  moved  com- 
pulsorily.  The  people  have  been  granted  every  opportunity  of  seeing  patients 
in  the  hospital  and  seeing  how  well  they  are  treated,  but  this  has  not  proved 
sufficient  to  overcome  their  aversion  to  handing  over  the  care  of  their  children 
to  the  medical  officer  and  trained  nurses,  although  they  acknowledge  that 
they  know  the  treatment  in  the  hospital  is  better  than  they  can  give 
themselves. 

The  dispensing  is  done  in  one  of  the  marquees.  Last  month  the  measles 
epidemic  was  raging  in  tlie  camp,  but  it  is  now  almost  stamped  out.  The 
mortality  was  very  high  during  last  month.  The  medical  officer  who  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  camp  until  August  27th  was  Dr.  Evans ;  this 
gentleman  is  now  sick  and  unfit  for  duty.  I  am  told  he  is  suffering  from  a 
malady  tliat  is  self-inflicted  and  that  he  is  not  a  very  good  man  for  the  post. 
Acting  under  your  instructions  I  engaged  Dr.  Marshall,  who  is  the  doctor 
for  the  Vereeniging  Estates  Company,  to  take  over  the  duties.  Dr.  Marshall 
has  got  the  consent  of  the  Vereeniging  Estates  Company  to  take  over  the 
work  and  will  reside  in  the  camp.  He  is,  however,  to  continue  his  duties  as 
medical  officer  to  the  mines  at  the  same  time,  but  this  does  not  take  up  much 
of  his  time. 

Milk  Distribution.  — The  miik  is  prepared  for  distribution  by  mixing  one 
tin  of  condensed  milk  to  three  bottles  of  water ;  it  is  mixed  and  boiled  in 
Soyer  s  stoves ;  a  pint  is  allowed  daily  to  each  child. 

School. — The  school  is  held  in  an  iron  building  and  a  large  marquee. 
The  school  staff  are  : — 

Headmaster  ...  ...  ...  ...     A.  C.  Evans. 

'  Miss  V.  d.  Westhuizen. 


Assistants 


Miss  Venter. 
Miss  StilweU. 
^Miss  StilweU,  Jun. 


There  are  237  children  on  the  roll ;  the  average  daily  attendance  has 
been  for  July,  147  ;  for  August,  70.  The  big  fall  off  in  the  attendance  is  due 
to  the  epidemic  of  measles  which  ran  through  the  camp  in  August.  The 
attendance  is  now  improving  day  by  day,  and  is  90  per  day  so  far  for 
September.  The  children  in  the  school  look  clean  and  happy.  The  master 
states  they  are  making  satisfactory  progress,  and  that  they  evince  much 
interest  in  the  English  lessons ;  he  demonstrated  this  to  me  by  calling  on  two 
of  the  younger  pupils  to  read  from  a  lesson  book  and  translate  the  English 
into  Taal.  This  they  did  without  any  hesitation,  and  with  evident  pride  in 
their  ability  to  do  so,  and  clearly  proved  that  they  understood  the  English. 
The  schoolmaster  related  an  incident  which  transpired  in  the  camp  last  week 
as  follows :-  -An  old  burgher  with  six  children  attending  school  said  to  him 
in  conversation  quite  seriously  that  since  his  children  had  been  to  school  they 
were  so  cleanly  and  changed  in  their  habits  that  he  himself  was  obliged  to 
wash  his  face  and  hands  before  meals  to  be  in  countenance  with  them. 

There  are  319  children  in  camp  whose  ages  are  betweeB  ^ix  and  16,  so 
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tliat  an  improvement  in  the  attendance  at  school  ought  to  be  effected.     Night 
school  is  also  held. 

The  Assistant  District  Commissioner.  Captain  Bentinck,  takes  a  keen 
and  kindly  interest  in  the  school  and  in  all  work  of  the  camp  generally,  and 
his  help  has  been  very  valuable  and  much  appreciated  by  the  camp  officials. 
The  rrfugees  regard  him  as  a  kind  friend,  and  he  has  gained  complete 
confidence. 

Baths, — A  bathing  house  lias  been  erected  on  the  river  banks  below  the 
camp  ;  this  is  not  in  working  order  as  yet  owning  to  the  pumji  w^hich  has  been 
supplied  not  being  strong  enoudi  to  raise  the  water  the  required  height. 
The  matter  is  being  remedied  and  the  baths  should  soon  be  at  work. 

Folicing.-^Six  men  are  employed  in  the  police  work  of  (he  camp,  and  a 
very  efficient  guard  is  maintained  to  insure  that  none  of  the  troops,  or  indeed 
any  person  whatsoever  who  is  not  authorised,  can  enter  the  camp. 

,  Employment, — The  Superintendent  has  found  employment  for  some  of 
the  refugees  in  making  reins  out  of  ox-hides  and  also  in  making  khartels, 
and  continued  to  do  so. 

Clothing  has  been  distributed  in  camp,  and  there  is  not  a  single  case  in 
the  whole  camp  of  destitution.  The  people  are  a  well-to-do  class,  and  they 
are  undoubtedly  content  with  their  present  lot.  Nearly  all  the  men  in  the 
camp  have  already  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  His  Mnjesty. 

I  am, 

Yours,  &c., 
(Signed)        W.  IVL  BROWN 
Pretoria, 

September  12th,  1901. 
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PRETORIA    GOVERNMENT    RELIEF    COMMITTEE. 


REPORT    FOR    JULY,   1901. 

During  the  month  the  number  of  reliefs  has  been  reduced  by  166 
families,  viz: : — 211  men,  240  women,  397  children — representing  694  persons. 
A  few  persons  have  been  struck  oflF  relief,  three  families  sent  to  different 
camps,  and  the  balance  of  152  families,  representing  30  men,  198  women, 
335  children,  total  563  persons,  have  elected  to  support  themselves.  Of 
this  number  of  563  persons  a  few  have  obtained  work  and  so  become  self- 
supporting,  but  the  bulk  have  taken  themselves  off  relief  in  order  to  avoid 
bemg  sent  to  Burgher  Camps. 

All  cases  of  sickness  discovered  by  the  inspectors  have  been  found  to  be 
under  medical  treatment. 

The  deaths  among  recipients  of  relief  in  town  are  22,  as  against  27 
for  June. 

The  itiduction  in  numbers  under  relief  and  the  cost  of  feeding  will  be 
seen  bv  reference  to  Annexure  A. 

The  relief  store  continues  to  work  satisfactorily.  It  was  discovered 
that  coal  was  being  sold  after  being  obtained  trom  the  relief  stores,  and  the 
distribution  of  coal  has  now  been  better  regulated,  the  result  being  a 
diminution  of  about  one-half  the  quantity  hitherto  used. 

The  Staff  consists  of: — 

£      s.   d. 
21  Whites,  at  a  monthly  cost  of        ...         ...     166     5     0 

10  Natives,  at  a  monthly  cost  of        22  10     0 

(Signed)  F.   LANCE, 

Pretoria,  Executive  Meml^er  of  Relief  Committee. 

August  23rd,  1901. 


Annexure  A. 


— 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Tokens  taken  in 
Belief  Store. 

nTeek  ending — 
Jnly6th 

r,      13th 

„    20th 

Eleven  days  ending — 
JnlySlst 

259 
288 
212 

211 

1,161 

1,107 

980 

964 

1,775 
1,719 
1,518 

1,480 

3,185 
3,064 
2,710 

2,C55 

27,070 
23,401 
23,85& 

34,051 

108,377 

Weekly  average  nnmber  of  persons  •  •         2,904. 

Nominal  value  of  tokens        £2,709  8«.  Gd. 

Adults.  Children. 

Emergency  rations  issued  to  Rest  Camp  and  elsewhere   . .       9,603  7,894 

Daily  average  of  rations        •  •         •  •         •  •         . .         .  •  312  255- 

Actual  cost  of  relief  in  food  (reckoned  at  coast  prices)  as  follows— 

£  8.  d. 

Town  for  tokens 938  10  11 

Rations 103  17  1 

Meat  and  coal — 

Town  for  tokens 522  16  10 

Rations 216  3  8 

Medical  comforts. .         . .         . .         . .         .  •         •  •         •  •  19  16  1 

£1,801      4      7 
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REPORT    FOR    AUGUST,   1901. 


The  numbers  drawiug  relief  have  again  been  reduced  by  181  families, 
representing  60  men,  268  women,  426  children — 754  persona  Of  these 
the  Staff  OflScer  for  Refugees  reports  sending  to  Burgher  Camps  13  families, 
representing  1  man,  20  women,  35  children;  the  balance  of  168  families, 
-consisting  of  59  men,  248  women,  391  children — 698  persons — have  dis- 
continued drawing  relief. 

Particulars  of  the  reductions  in  numbers  under  relief,  and  the  cost  of 
feeding,  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  Annexure  A. 

The  deaths  among  recipients  of  relief  in  town  are  15,  as  against  22  for 
July.  In  addition  six  deaths  have  occurred  at  the  Rest  Camp.  This  camp, 
situated  at  Van  der  Hoven's  Drift,  was  taken  over  by  the  Relief  Committee 
on  August  27th.     A  report  on  this  will  be  sent  in  next  month. 

The  staff  at  the  Relief  Committee  has  been  reduced  from  21  to  16 
Whites  and  from  10  to  9  Natives. 

FRED    LANCE, 

Executive  Member  of  Relief  Committee. 


Pretoria, 

September 

19th, 

1001. 

Annexuue  a. 

' 

1 

Moil. 

Women.      Children. 

Total. 

Tokens  taken  in 
Uclief  Store. 

Three  days  ending 

_ 

August  3rd 

•  • 

186 

930 

1,418 

2,534 

12,6S9 

Week  ending — 

August  10th 

•  • 

..        17(] 

891 

1.365 

2,432 

21,827 

„       17th 

, , 

. . !       165 

789 

1,204 

2,158 

19,430 

„       24th 

•  • 

. .  1     ir>o 

710 

1,117 

1,989 

17,589 

„       3lst 

...       157 

1 

725 

1,118 

2,000 

17,267 

88,800 

Average  number  of  porsous   ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  ..      2,222. 

Nominal  valae  of  tokens . .      £2,220. 

Adults.  Cbildren. 

Rations  issued  to  Van  der  Hoven*s  Drift  and  elsewhere . .        5,036  4,078 

Daily  average  of  rations        •  •         •  •         • «         •  •         . .  162  160 

Actual  cost  of  relief  in  food  (reckoned  at  coast  prices)  as  follows— 

&  8.  d. 

Town  for  tokens . .  ..  ..  ..         ••         ..  -.        7C0  6  6 

Rations 45  9  6 

Meat  and  coal — 

Town  for  tokens 421  3  6 

Rations 126  13  4 

Medical  comforts 14  11  9 

£1,308      4      7 
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REPORTS    ON    BURGHER    CAMPS. 


BAKBERTON. 
Statistical  Rktubx  for  Month  ending  August  31st,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children . 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  August  1st,  1901 

Arrivals        •.         ..         «.. 
Births           

266 
49 

758 
24 

970 

22 

6 

315 

20 

782 
38 

998 
99 

Departures 

Deaths          

19 
1 

1 

30 
69 

— 

~ 

— 

In  Camp,  August  31st,  1901     . . 

295 

7U 

899 

SICK  IN  CAMP. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending  Angnst    9tb,  1901 

,.        16th,  1901 

„        23rd,  1901 

„        30tb,  1901 

3 
5 
6 
4 

24 
32 
24 
16 

78 
104 
121 

92 

DEATHS. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month         .  ^         .  •         • «         •  • 
Betweeu  1  month  and  1  year          

„        1  year  and  12  years          

„      12  yeais  and  40years        

„      40  ycai'S  and  50  years        

50  years  and  over 

1 

2 

1 
2 

3 

8 
58 

Total 

1 

5 

69 

I 
L 


NUMBER  OF   DEATHS   UNDER  HEADS   OF   CAUSES, 


No. 

No.' 

1 

1 
i 

1 

No. 

ifeasles 

DiarrlitBa 

Dysentery            .  •         . . 
Pneamonia  and  bronchitis 

37 
9  ' 

Enteric   . . 
Whooping  cough 
Influenza           ••  ' 

Marasmus 
Heart  disease    .  • 
Other  diseases  . . 

2 

10 

(2925) 


(Signed) 
2X2 


B.  GRAUMANN, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Bvrghei*  Camp,  Barbertoriy 
The  General  Superintendent,  September  Ist,  1901. 

Pretoria. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  working  of  this  camp  for  the  month 
of  August  as  follows  : — 

ArHvals. — Ninety-five  new-comers  were  received  into  camp  during  the 
month.  Their  state  of  health  on  the  whole  was  satisfactory,  and  they 
appeared  to  be  fairly  well  supplied  with  clothing  and  the  requirements  for 
camp  life. 

Parole  Men. — A  number  of  these  were  allowed  to  join  the  town  guard, 
and  are  giving  satisfaction. 

Water. — The  supply  of  water  continues  ample  for  all  requirements,  the 
late  rains  having  prevented  any  decrease.  Eight  400-gallon  tanks  have  been 
erected  in  the  camp  for  the  convenience  of  refugees.  As  the  water  has  to  be 
pumped  from  these  tanks  there  will  be  little  waste. 

Drains. —  Several  drains  have  been  dug  through  the  camp  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  off  the  water  during  the  heavy  rains,  which  may  be  expected  at 
an  early  date. 

Food. — The  provisions  supplied  continue  to  be  of  exceptionally  good 
quality. 

Sickness. — I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  camp  is 
improving.  Though  there  are  still  a  number  of  cases  of  measles,  the 
epidemic  appears  to  be  subsiding,  and  the  number  of  new  cases  sent  to 
hospital  is  very  small. 

Treatment  of  Sick. — The  camp  is  daily  inspected  by  the  matrons  and 
frequently  by  the  doctor.  Cases  of  serious  illness  are  at  once  removed  to  the 
hospital,  where  every  attention  possible  is  shown  the  patients. 

Hospital  Accommodation  and  Staff. — This  compnses  two  brick  buildings, 
two  marquees,  six  E.  P.  tents,  two  bell  tents,  and  five  sail-cover  houses.     The 
Btaff  consists  of  the  medical  officer,  dispenser,  matron,  two  male  nurses,  and . 
11   female  nurses.     Other  nurses  can  suways  be  obtained  from  among  the 
inmates  of  the  camp  when  necessary. 

Medical  Comforts. — The  usual  medical  comforts  were  issued,  such  as 
brandy,  wine,  arrowroot,  maizena,  sago,  jellies,  soups,  meat  extracts,  Quaker 
oats,  rice,  biscuits,  pearl  barley,  &c.  Milk  is  issued  liberally  to  the  sick,  old 
and  infirm,  convalescents,  and  joung  children. 

Dr.  Kendal  Franks. — This  gentleman  inspected  the  camp  during  the 
month,  and  expressed  himself  as  highly  satisfied  with  the  general  arrangements 
for  the  comfort  ot  the  refugees. 

Matron's  Q,uartevs. — The  canvas  house  sent  up  has  now  been  erected. 
It  was  very  low,  but  has  now  been  heightened,  and  proves  a  very  comfortable 
dwelling. 

Poyntons. — ^This  firms  representative  and  a  portion  of  their  building 
material  arrived  during  the  month,  and  I  hope  the  store  will  be  opened  early 
in  September. 

Clothing, — 150  blankets  and  a  cjuantity  of  clothing,  comprising  calico, 
dress  material,  flannelette,  prints,  children's  clothes,  boots,  &c.,  have  been 
issued,  ^d  the  people  are  now  much  more  comfortable.  In  addition,  a 
Mrs.  Bester  was  good  enough  to  collect  from  the  townspeople  the  sum  of 
£45  185.  with  which  she  purchased  dress  materials,  &c.,  for  distribution. 
Other  ladies  have  also  brought  useful  gifts  for  the  inmates  of  the  camp. 

Public  Worship. — The  building  used  for  public  worship  is  large  and 
well  ventilated,  and  situated  in  the  camp  grounds.  The  officiating  clergymen 
are  the  Revs.  Armitage  and  Meara. 

School. — The  pavilion  in  the  show  ground  is  used  as  a  school,  and  will 
accommodate  between  400  and  500  scholars.  It  is  well  fitted  up  with  desks, 
forms,  blackboards,  &c.,  made  by  the  refugees.  During  the  month  the  daily 
attendance  has  averaged  200. 

The  staff  consists  of  head  teicher  and  11  assistants,  but  some  of  the 
latter  are  now  under  notice  to  leave. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — In  this  connection  the  town  sanitary  depart- 
ment is  satisfactorily  meeting  our  requirements,  but  I  hope  to  considerably 
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lessen  the  cost  for  September.  Every  facility  possible  is  afforded  the  inmates 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  their  tents  and  surroundings  clean  and  tidy.  At 
short  distances  along  the  fences  dust  bins  and  barrels  are  placed  for  the 
reception  of  rubbish  and  slops,  while  the  latrine  accommodation  is  ample. 

In  a  central  position  bath  rooms  and  washhouses  are  erected,  and  a  drain 
carries  off  all  waste  water. 

ConcliLsion. — As  regards  discipline  and  general  cleanliness,  I  consider  the 
camp  to  be  in  a  highly  satisfactory  state.  This  has  been  attained  b^  the 
judicious  exercise  of  Kindness  and  firmness,  and  the  inmates  are  beginning  to 
realise  that  their  own  health  and  comfort  can  best  be  served  by  complying 
with  the  rules  of  the  camp. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        B.  GRAUMANN, 

Superintendent. 


Sanitary  Report  for  August. 


1.  I  regret  that  my  anticipations  of  a  heavy  death  rate  have  been  more 
than  justified.  It  is  again  the  new-comers  who  have  suffered  so  heavily,  only 
three  or  four  of  the  original  occupants  of  the  camp  having  died. 

The  number  of  admissions  for  measles,  viz.,  299,  and  the  37  deaths,  by' 
no  means  represents  the  total  number  of  cases.     I  am  certain  that  the  occur- 
rence of  measles  in  families  has  been  concealed  with  much  frequency,  and  that 
the  majority  of  the  deaths  attributed  to  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  diarrhoea 
was  really  due  to  concealed  measles. 

The  epidemic  is  now  subsiding  steadily  ;  but  the  death  rate  for  the  first 
half  of  the  current  month  will  probably  be  high  owing  to  there  being  a  number 
of  very  serious  cases  left  in  hospital.  I  trust,  however,  that  with  the  subsi- 
dence of  the  epidemic  and  the  advent  of  a  more  equable  temperature,  the 
mortality  of  this  camp  will  soon  sink  to  the  normal  low  rate. 

2.  The  sanitation  of  the  camp  during  the  month  has  been  most 
ssit  isfi^cto  r  V 

(Signed)        S.  C.  B.  ROBINSON,  Lieut. -Colonel, 
Barberton,  R.A.M.C. 

September  3rd,  1901. 


BALMORAL. 
Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  Slst,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

ChUdren. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  August  Ist,  1901 

AiTivals       

Births           

223 

697 

830 
6 

223 
13 

697 
4C 

836 
37 

Departures  .. 

Deaths          

1.3 

43 
3 

21 
13 

— 

— 

— 

In  Camp,  August  Slst,  1901     . . 

210 

651 

799 

SICK    IN 

CAMP. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending  August  8th,  1901 

„        9th,  1901 

„      16th,  1901 

„      23rd,  1901 

„      30th,  1901 

■     — 

1    • 
ft 
5 

16 
19 
19 
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DEATHS. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month          . .         .  ^         

Between  1  moAth  and  1  year 
„         I  year  and  12  years 
„      12  years  and  40  years        •  •         » • 
„      4^0  years  and  60  years        

50  years  and  over • 

— 

2 

1 

4 
2 

7 

Total 

— 

3 

13 

NUMBER  OP  DEATHS  UNDER  HEADS  OF  CAUSES. 


No. 



No. 

4 

1 

No. 

Measles 

Diarrhoea  •  • 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

Enteric 

3 

1 

3 

Whooping  cough 
Influenza 
Marasmns 
Heart  disease     . . 

Premature  birth 
Abscess  of  brain 

Syncope 

Cardiac  debility 

1 
1 

I 
I 

(Signed)        E.    K    HARVEY, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp^  Balmoral^ 

August,  190L 

I  arrived  here  on  July  25th,  but  as  the  camp  was  only  In  its  initial  stage 
by  the  31st,  no  returns  or  reports  were  sent  in  for  that  month. 

Immediately  on  arrival  I  took  steps  to  lay  out  the  camp  in  readiness  for 
the  refugees,  who  were  already  on  the  way.  The  site  chosen  by  the  authorities 
was  that  of  an  old  military  camp,  and  was  strewn  with  reftwe,  but  this  is 
being  gradually  removed,  and  I  hope  before  long  to  have  everything  in  order. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  transport  it  is  very  diflScult  to  get  the  rubbish  removed 
as  quickly  as  it  should  be,  but  the  military  authorities  are  assisting  in  every 
way. 

Climate. — The  climate  of  Balmoral  appears  to  be  very  healthy  and  the 
condition  of  the  people  who  came  from  Middelburg  has  considerably  improved. 
Very  severe  sandstorms  are  occasionally  experienced,  and  these  cause  a  great 
deal  of  discomfort  while  they  last,  but  there  will  be  lees  of  these  when  the 
rains  begin  and  the  cleansing  of  the  camp  is  completed.  The  prevailing 
diseases  are  measles  and  whooping  cough,  and  the  children  are  the  principal 
sufferers.  A  quarantine  camp  has  been  formed  for  each  of  these  complaints, 
and  any  family  infected  is  immediately  removed  there. 

Food. — With  the  exception  of  the  meat,  the  food  supplied  during  the 
month  has  been  of  very  good  quality,  and  the  refugees  have  made  no 
complaints.  The  meat,  however,  is  very  poor,  but  the  0.  C.  supplies  informs 
me  he  is  expecting  a  large  number  of  sheep  and  cattle  for  killing  purposes  in 
a  few  day&,  so  I  hope  there  will  be  an  improvement.  It  is,  however,  impos- 
sible to  expect  good  meat  under  existing  circumstances  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  and  the  troops  fere  no  better  than  the  refiigees. 

Hospital. — Marquees  afford  the  necessary  accommodation,  and  patients 
receive  every  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  staff,  which  consists  of  the  medicaJ 
officer,  matron,  dispenser,  and  four  girl  probationers. 
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Medical  Comforts. — Arrowroot,  brandy,  wine,  biscuits,  pearl  barley, 
sago,  soup,  meat  extracts,  jellies,  &c.,  are  issued  to  the  sick  and  convalescent. 
Children  and  others  have  a  daily  supply  of  milk  issued  to  them  in  addition  to 
soup,  which  is  made  at  the  hospital  kitchen. 

Sanitation. — The  sanitary  arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of  the  military 
pending  the  arrival  of  our  own  plant.  Although  there  is  very  little  room  for 
complamt  at  present,  I  hope  to  make  a  few  improvements  in  this  department 
in  the  near  future. 

Camp  Matron. — The  camp  matron  is  expected  daily,  and  will  be  of  great 
assistance  in  issuing  blankets  and  clothing,  &c.,  to  the  refugees.  A  supply 
is  expected  to  arrive  in  a  few  days. 

Water, — A  plentiful  supply  of  excellent  water  is  obtained  from  a  spring 
in  close  proximity  to  the  camp. 

I  enclose  the  doctor  s  report. 

(Signed)        E.  R.  HARVEY. 


Medical  Officer's  Monthly  Report. 

Balmoral  y 

September  30th,  19t)l. 
-To  the  Superintendent. 
Sir, 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  favourably  upon  the  sanitation  and 
health  of  the  burghers  in  this  camp. 

Although  the  arrangements  for  sanitation  Were,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  entirely  inadequate,  the  camp  was  kept  free  from  sickness  emanating 
*  from  insanitary  conditions. 

The  camp  and  latrines  are  now  kept  in  a  good  state  of  cleanliness,  which 
means  a  very    great    deal,  considering   the    habits  of  the   majority  of  the 
'burghers. 

The  epidemic  of  measles,  which  we  have  now,  T  hope,  got  entirely  under 
control,  and  whooping  cough,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  becoming  too 
prevalent,  were  both  duo  to  importations  from  Middelburg.  When  persons 
43uflFering  from  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  are  sent  from  one  camp  to 
another  I  consider  the  receiving  officer  should  be  notified  of  the  fact,  so  that 
arrangement  may  be  made  for  isolating  them  until  they  can  be  properly 
examined. 

The  rain  storm  of  Sunday  last,  the  1st  ult.,  was  responsible  for  a  great 

number  of  the  children  (especially  those  recovered  from  measles)  contracting 

severe  colds.     The  most  prevalent  disorder  now  in  camp  amongst  the  children 

is  diarrhoea,  and  although  the  water  is  very  good  (as  far  as  I  can  judge,  it  is 

'free  from  organic  matter),  I  hold  it  responsible  for  the  outbreak  of  diarrhoea. 

Deaths  since  starting  of  camp 16 

-DirtnS        yy  ,,  ,,  •••  ••,  ••«  ,,,  D 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        JOHN  WILLIAM  LEE, 

Medical  Officer. 
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BELFAST. 


Statistical  Betubn  for  Month  ending  August  Slst,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  Angnst  1st,  1901 

Arrivals        

Births            

182 
44 

449 
90 

688 

121 

5 

226 
13 

539 
14 

709 
40 

Departnres 

Deaths          

13 

12 
2 

17 
23 

— 

— 

— 

In  Camp,  Angnst  31  si,  1901     . . 

213 

525 

669 

SICK   IN    CAMP. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending  Angnst  2nd,  1901 

„               „        9th,  1901 

„      16th,  1901 

„      23rd,  1901 

„      30th,  1901 

2 

1 
1 

6 

9 

8 

12 

11 

27 
32 
88 
32 
38 

DEATHS. 


Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month         « •         • «         •  •         •  •         •  • 

Between  1  month  and  1  year          

„        1  year  and  12  years          

„      12  years  and  40  years        

„      40  years  and  50  years        

50  years  and  over 

— 

2 

1 

4 

18 

Total 

— 

2 

23 

NUMBER.  OP    DEATHS    UNDER   HEADS    OP    CAUSES. 


No. 

2 

8 

10 

No. 
1 

No. 

Measles     ••         ••         •• 

Measles     and     broncho- 
pnenmonia       .  •         •  • 

Diarrhcea 

Dysentery 

Pnenmonia  and  bronchitis 

Enteric 

Whooping  congh 
Influenza            • « 

Pernicious  anaemia 

I  Heart  disease    •• 
Excessive  bums 
Tuberculosis  meningitis 
Acnte  enteritis  . . 
Premature  birth 

T 
1 

1 
1 

(Signed)        DAVID    MUKRAY, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Belfast, 

September  5th,  1901. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department,         

Pretoria. 

Monthly  Report,  August. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  that  the  camp  is  going  on  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  ; 
the  different  departments  are  in  fuu  working  ord^r,  and  the  people  are 
generally  satisfied. 

We  have  had  an  increase  in  numbers  of  31  men,  76  women,  86  children. 

Natives, — 17  men,  17  women,  20  children. 

Rations. — The  quality  of  the  rations  during  the  past  month  have  been 
of  the  same  high  standard  as  reported  in  my  last.  1  have  had  no  murmur 
of  discontent,  and  the  people  speak  very  highly  of  the  quality  of  food  supplied. 
During  the  month  I  have  been  able  to  issue  rice  and  mealie  meal  alternately. 
In  the  absence  of  vegetables  this  has  been  highly  appreciated.  I  have  also 
caused  raw  coffee  to  be  issued  on  the  same  lines  ;  the  people  preferring  to  roast 
their  own,  they  look  upon  this  as  a  luxury,  at  the  same  time,  whilst  roasting, 
it  acts  as  a  splendid  disinfectant  amongst  the  tents. 

Tfie  Weather. — Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather  at  the  beginning 
of  the  month  an  extra  issue  of  wood  had  to  be  made.  We  are  still  having 
very  cold  winds  with  occasional  sharp  frosts ;  the  rain  we  so  much  hoped  for 
still  holds  off,  but  the  few  showers  we  had  have  had  a  good  effect  on  the 
country  generally,  and  improved  the  health  of  the  camp. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  for  the  month  has  been  25  :  2  women^ 
23  children. 

Prevailing  diseases  have  been  measles  and  hroncfbo-pneumania.  By  the 
insistent  sudden  changes  of  temperature,  the  children  recovering  from 
measles  are  the  principal  sufferers. 

Sick. — The  people  recognise  fully  the  importance  of  reporting  all  cases 
of  sickness,  as  by  this  means  they  receive  foods  and  comforts  which,  if 
they  hid  the  cases  away,  they  would  not  get.  We  have  prepared  for  them 
all  sorts  of  miik  foods,  and  they  are  only  too  eager  for  their  little  ones  to 
receive  such.  The  number  of  patients  so  treated  is  over  100  per  day.  We 
are  gradually  breaking  down  their  prejudices  in  this  direction.  1  have  a 
special  agency  at  work  to  inquire  into  cases  that  need  attention,  and  in 
almost  every  case  the  medicines  prescribed  are  administered  by  an  experienced 
person. 

Camp  Visitation. — In  the  absence  of  a  camp  matron  great  credit  is  due 
to  the  assistance  the  hospital  nurses  have  rendered  in  bringing  deserving  cases 
to  my  notice.  Mrs.  Colville  has  now  arrived  to  take  up  the  duties  of  camp 
matron,  and  is  now  busily  engaged  in  visiting  from  house  to  house  and  tent 
to  tent,  to  find  out  the  weak  and  aged  and  sick,  and  to  see  that  they  are 
warmly  clad  and  that  hospital  comforts  are  administered.  During  the  month 
I  have  received  a  parcel  of  flannelette  and  warm  clothing  from  Madam  Bal, 
of  Pretoria,  and  50  dozen  scarves  from  a  *'  Major  in  the  British  Army." 
These  I  have  caused  to  be  distributed  to  the  most  needy  and  deserving  cases. 
With  the  prospects  of  further  contributions,  I  am  expecting  to  relieve  most 
of  the  distress  existent  during  the  ensuing  month. 

Hospital. — I  am  happy  to  report  that  this  department  continues  to  grow 
in  popularity ;  there  is  no  lack  of  applicants  for  admission,  and  the  people 
are  recognising  its  true  worth.  I  have  not  once  had  occasion  to  use  pressure 
in  persuading  the  people  to  bring  in  their  sick  ones  to  be  nursed.  The 
mortality,  is  exceedingly  low,  and  this  is  having  a  telling  effect  generally. 
The  discipline  maintained  is  firm  but  mild,  and,  to  overcome  their  perhaps 
natural  prejudices,  mothers  are,  in  many  instances,  admitted  and  allowed  to 
remain  with  their  children  during  the  critical  stages  of  their  illness.  This 
system  I  find  has  had  a  most  beneficial  effect,  and  does  in  a  sense  advertise 
the  institution.  Out  of  all  the  children  that  have  been  admitted  they  have 
only  had  three  deaths,  and  these  were  practically  hopeless  cases  on  admission. 

(7925)  2Y  '  n  1 
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I  cannot  lay  too  much  stress  on  the  devotion  and  attention  to  duty  of  the 
matron  and  her  assistants  to  every  case  which  has  come  under  their  care. 

Medical  Comforts. — These  are  being  issued  freely  on  order  from  medical 
officer  or  camp  matron.  In  all  cases  reported  wants  are  inquired  into  and 
assistance  given  immediately.  The  new  camp  matron  will  investigate  and 
issue,  and  I  hope  by  my  next  report  to  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of 
her  work. 

MilL — The  total  number  of  bottles  issued  during  the  month  has  been 
6,500  ;  this  is  to  children  and  old  people,  and  does  not  include  milk  issued  to 
the  hospital.  During  the  month  it  was  tested  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks  on  his 
official  visit  to  the  camp^  and  he  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
quality. 

Blankets. — Our  blanket  issue  has  not  been  so  heavy,  most  of  the  families 
got  well  supplied  during  last  month,  but  in  all  cases  of  sickness  or  age  these 
are  freely  issued. 

PMic  Worship. — Since  my  last  report  the  military  authorities,  through 
the  O.C.  of  the  division,  have  granted  the  use  of  the  English  Church  ;  this 
permission  has  given  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Church  is  held  in  the 
morning  and  school  in  the  afternoon ;  the  numbers  attending  are  well 
maintained.  The  Rev.  Du  Toit  has  arrived  to  take  up  his  duties  aa  Camp 
jVlinister,  and  13  preparing  a  plan  for  holding  the  services  regularly,  and,  if 
possible,  holding  meetings  during  the  week.  Since  his  arrival  he  has  been 
busily  engaged  visiting  and  getting  at  the  feelings  of  his  parishioners.  I  am 
looking  forward  to  his  work  being  fruitful  in  many  ways. 

School. — ^I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  institution  continues  to  increase  in 
popularity,  the  standard  of  efficiency  is  well  maintained,  and  the  interest 
taken  in  the  school  by  the  parents  is  very  marked.  The  staif  is  the  same  as 
in  my  last  report,  as  are  the  subjects  taught.  There  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  number  attending  of  45,  making  the  total  attending  250.  The  resume  of 
the  week's  work  on  the  Friday  afternoons  is  very  popular,  each  one  vieing 
with  the  other  to  see  who  has  done  the  best  work.  On  these  occasions  the 
parents  attend  and  are  much  interested  in  the  work  of  their  children. 

Sanitation. — We  are  well  in  hand  with  this  department,  and  the  people 
are  beginning  to  realise  the  benefits  accruing  from  the  observance  of  the 
ordinary  laws  governing  health.  It  will  take  some  time  to  initiate  them  into 
all  that  we  could  wish,  but  from  the  improvement  made  during  the  past 
month  I  am  very  hopeful  that  they  will  observe  the  rules  laid  down  to  the 
letter. 

Condition  of  People  Arriving. — During  the  month  the  arrivals  have  been 
for  the  most  part  transfers  from  other  camps,  and  mostly  femilies  who  were 
resident  in  Belfast  before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  and  are  apparently 
well  to  do. 

Poynton's  Store. — This  continues  to  be  well  patronised,  dress  goods  and 
clothing  being  for  the  most  part  purchased.  They  have  a  difficulty  in  getting 
up  supplies,  and  what  is  allowed  up  is  disposed  of  very  readily. 

Greneral. — By  kind  permission  of  Major  Bulman,  the  O.C.  Belfast,  the 
men  under  his  charge  gave  an  entertainment  to  the  inhabitants  last  Saturday 
afternoon,  and  was  very  well  patronised  and  much  enjoyed.  This  proves  the 
cordial  feeling  existing  between  the  military  and  the  Durghers. 

The  camp  was  visited  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  who  appeared  well 
pleased  with  the  camp.     His  suggestions  will  have  my  best  attention. 

The  staff  are  very  earnest  in  their  duties,  and  the  absence  of  complaints 
leads  me  to  believe  that  they  are  doing  everything  possible  to  make  the  people 
happy  and  comfortable. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)        DAVID  MURRAY, 

Superintendent. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


347 


HEIDELBURG. 
Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  3lst,  1901. 


Men. 

441 
44 

Women. 

654 
142 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  August  Isf,  1901 
Arrivals        ••         •• 
Births            

901 

169 

10 

485 

18  • 

796 
82 

1,080 
89 

Departures 

Peaths          

16 

25 

7 

17 
72 

— 

In  Camp,  August  31st,  1901     • . 

467 

764 

991 

SICK    IN    CAMP. 


Week  ending  August    9th,  1901 

„        16th,  1901 

„       23rd,  1901 

„  „       30th,  1901 


Men. 


2 
2 
3 
2 


Women. 


Children. 


5  15 

4  20 

4  14 

8  25 


DEATHS. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
n        1  jear  and  12  years 
^       12  years  and  40  years 
„      40  years  and  50  years 

50  years  and  over      • .         •  • 


Total 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


6 

1 


16 

5 

51 


72 


NUMBER    OF    DEATHS    UNDER    HEADS    OP    CAUSES. 


No. 
57 
10 

1 

No. 

No. 

Measles 

Diarrhoea . . 

Dysentery            ..         •• 
Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 
Enteric 

Whooping  cough 
Inflnensa.  •         «.• 
Marasmus 
i  Heart  disease     •  • 

2 

1 

j  Diphtheria 
Oastro-meningitis 
Cancer,  stomach . 
ConTulsions      .. 

1 

4 
1 

1 
4 

(Signed)        A.   A.   ALLISON, 

Carap  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Heidelburg, 

September  5th,  1901. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Pretoria. 

Monthly  Keport,  August. 
Sir, 

The  Hospital  Accommodation  consists  at  present  of  .49  bocjs,  but  in  a  few 
days  there  ^^nl\  be  56  beds. 

The  Hospital  Staff  is  comprised  of  one  doctor,  one  matron,  one  assistant, 
14  probationers,  one  cook  and  assistant,  two  washerwomen,  one  orderly,  one 
native  sanitarv  boy,  one  water  carrier,  and  extra  assistance  when  necessary. 

During  tne  month  medical  comforts  have  been  issued  as  follows  : — 

Brandy             46  bottles. 

Port  wine        ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  14       „ 

Pearl  barley     ...         ...          56  lbs. 

Cornflour         ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  9    „ 

Quaker  oats     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  60    „ 

Oatmeal           ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  14   „ 

Milk 3,840    „ 

Fresh  milk       ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  398^  bottles. 

Extract  meat  ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  171  2-oz. 

Benger's  food  . . .          ...          ...          ...          ...  72  tins. 

Pan  rice           ...          ...          ...          ...          ...  224  lbs. 

Wages. — The  wages  paid  to  refiigees  in  camp  for  the  month  of  August 
amounted  to  £185. 

School. — There  is  school  accommodation  for  between  400  and  500  children. 

School  Staff. — The  school  staff  consists  of  one  head  teacher  and  seven 
assistants,  and  the  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  month  was  339. 

Relief. — During  August  the  following  goods  have  been  issued  under  the 
head  of  relief  per  Messrs.  Poynton  Bcothers  :— - 

Graudrill 
Print    ... 
Flannelette      ...  ...  ...'...'* 

Linen   ... 

Hat      

Coats    ... 
KaflSr  pots 
Saucepans 
Boots    ... 
Trousers 
Shirts  ... 
Cashmere 

I  have  also  issued  five  military  blankets.  There  hns  also  been  issued 
during  August  by  the  Sub-Committee  Ncthcrlandsch  Jiystancls  Fonds  as 
follows  :— 

Boots    ... 
Suits    ... 
Blankets 
.  Flannelette 
Cotton  tape      ... 
Calico  . 
Dress  stuff 
Print    ... 
Galatea 


79 

yards. 

105 

>j 

J  40 

>» 

12 

»> 

1 

•) 

M( 

11 

4 

28 

pairs. 

20 

>> 

5 

5 

yards. 

1,031 
79 

pairs. 

191 

1,185 
67 

288 

yards, 
yards. 

J) 

515 

>j 

1,142 

)» 

826 

>y 
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Camp  Matron, — A  shelter  has  been  erected  for  a  camp  matron  who  is  to 
arrive  in  two  or  three  days,  and  who  will  assist  in  the  tent-to-tent  visitation 
and  report  any  persons  deserving  of  clothing. 

Up  to  the  present  a  staff  of  camp  police,  numbering  12,  have  reported 
any  illness,  or  those  that  were  in  want  of  clothing,  and  which  have  been 
attended  to. 

Church, — There  is  one  extra  large  marquee  situated  in  the  middle  of  the 
camps  which  is  set  aside  for  public  worship,  and  there  are  several  spiritual 
advisers  who  hold  service. 

Sanitatioiu — The  sanitary  arrangements  are  in  good  order,  and  the  camp 
is  kept  very  dean.  There  are  nine  separate  latrines  containing  74  buckets, 
which  are  attended  to  thoroughly  by  the  town  sanitary  contractor. 

Camp. — This  camp  is  divided  into  three  different  portions,  with  a  distance 
of  from  200  to  400  yards  between  each  camp. 

Wate7\ — The  water  supply  is  good,  and  is  drawn  from  springs  only. 

Washing  tables  sufficient  for  all  three  camps  have  been  erected  now  for 
some  time. 

Coffins. — All  coffins  for  those  dying  in  camp  are  supplied  and  made  free 
of  charge.  ,  .  . 

T  have  paid  the  sum  of  Xli  5s.  for  burial  fees  for  the  month  of  August. 

New-comers. — The  people  coming  in  tq  surrender  from  outlying  farms  are 
in  a  pitiful  state  as  regards  clothing  and  boots,  and  have  all  to  be  supplied 
with  wearing  apparel  and  blankets.  . 

Poynton's. — Poynton  Brothers'  store  is  of  valuable  assistance  and  a  great 
convenience  generally. 

The  climate  is  healthy,  find  we  have  had  excellent  weather. 

Supplies  have  been  coming  forward  regularl)^  and  are  of  the  best  quality, 
also  coal  and  firewood. 

Yours  faithfully, 
.,.  (Signed)        A.  A.  ALLISON, 

Superintendent. 


General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camips  Department, 
Pretoria. 


Burgher  Camp,  Heidelburg, 

September  6th,  1901. 


Monthly  Medical  Report. 
Sir, 

During  the  month  of  August,  if  one  excepts  the  sickness  due  to  measles, 
the  general  health  of  the  camp  has  been  fairly  satisfactory. 

This  epidemic  of  measles  has  not  been  of  itself  a  virulent  one,  but  owing 
to  the  ignorance  and  inattention  of  the  parents  there  have  been  a  number  of 
deaths  from  pneumonia  and  other  sequelae. 

In  all  there  were  728  cases  of  measles  during  last  month,  and  ot  these 
38  died,  being  about  7*9  per  cent.  The  cause  of  death  in  these  cases  v>^ae  as 
follows  : — 

A.  Pneumonia ... 

B.  Broncho-pneumonia 

C.  Heart  dilatation     ... 

D.  Cancrum  oris,  or  nonia 

E.  Diarrhoea     ... 

F.  Fulminant  measles... 

Total  58 

When  one  takes  into  account  the  difficulties  of  overcoming  ignorant 
prejudice,  the  fact  that  36  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  three 
years,  and  also  the  fact  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  children  suffered 


35  deaths. 

8 

8       „ 
2       » 
4        „ 

1  death 

induced 
parents' 

probably  by 
treatment. 
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from  an  early  diarrhoea,  induced  by  the  parents'  measures,  adopted  for  the 
prevention  of  the  disease  and  carried  out  before  bringing  the  children  under 
one's  notice,  it  is  seen  that  is  by  no  means  aiiigh  death^mte,  and  one  dan*  only 
be  surprised  that  so  many  of  the  children  recover.  The  two  cases  of  cancrum 
oris  arose  in  children  very  much  neglected,  and  I  consider  tiiat  they  were 
largely  due  to  the  carelessness  and  diet  of  the  parents  in  treating  what  would 
in  all  probability  have  been  simple  cases  of  ulcers  in  the  mouth. 

Middle  ear  disease  has  been  a  very  frequent  complication  of  the  epidemic, 
and  when  I  say  that  we  have  had  to  undertake  the  washing  out  of  these  cases, 
you  will  understand  that  to  dose  a  large  number  of  cases  is  quite  sufficient 
work  to  occupy  the  whole  day. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  have  had  no  further  outbreak  of 
cancrum  oris. 

The  other  cases  of  mortality  were  : — 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

R 

G. 

H. 

L 

J. 

K. 

L. 


Heart  disease 

1  death. 

Convulsions   ... 

4  deaths,  all  under  1  month 

Chronic  diarrhoea 

5      „ 

Pneumonia     .., 

4      „ 

Diphtheria 

1  death. 

Cerebral  thrombosis  . 

1      „ 

Tubercular  meningiti 

8 

1      „ 

Bronchitis 

2  deaths. 

General  tuberculosis. 

1  death. 

Cancer  of  stomach     . 

1      „ 

Enteric  fever 

1      » 

Gastritis 

1      „ 

Whooping  cough 

2  deaths. 

Total 


...  25 


The  total  number  of  deaths  has  been  83  for  August. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  has  been  about  37 '3. 

There  have  been  three  cases  of  diphtheria,  with  one  death,  the  other  two 
are  progressing  favourably. 

Three  cases  of  typhoid  have  been  treated  in  the  hospital,  with  one  death. 

Medical  An^angements — Hospital. — A  hospital  of  56  beds  is  now  nearly 
compleied,  and  it  has  been  furnished  with  a  kitchen,  dispensary,  washing 
and  disinfecting  shed,  and  operating  marquee,  most  of  the  beds  being  now  in 
full  use  and  order. 

A  tent  has  been  erected  in  each  camp,  where  outpatients  are  seen  and 
treated  between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  11  a.m.,  after  these  hours  the  sick 
are  visited  in  their  tents,  and  serious  or  neglected  cases  removed  to  hospitaL 
Medical  comforts  and  milk  are  freely  issued  to  the  sick  and  needy,  and  where 
required  stimulants  also. 

Sanitation. — The  sanitary  condition  has  improved  during  last  month,  and 
is  fairly  satisfactory. 

Watei^  Supply. — I  do  not  consider  that  the  water  supply  is  at  all  satis- 
factory, and  have  submitted  a  scheme  for  apprpval,  the  adoption  of  which  will, 
I  hope,  meet  all  objections. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        R.  G. 


RALSTON, 

Medical  Officer. 
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IRENE. 


Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  3lsl,  1901. 


in  Camp,  August  1st,  J  901 
Arrivals 
Births 


Departures 
Deaths 


In  Camp,  August  3l8t,  1901 


Women.    Children.      Men. 


—  1,0'19 


Women.  ,  Children. 

I' 
I 


1,546  3,764  , 

3u6  397 

-    i    13  I        ■ 

1 1,194    1,852    2,174 

16  A   >   203 
8   ;    45   ' 
145  !    172  '    248 


1,680     j      1,926 


SICK    IN    CAMP. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


Week  ending  August 

9th, 

1901    .. 

25 

C3 

120 

)*                  1) 

16th, 

1901    .. 

•  • 

•  • 

32 

103 

155 

fi                  ?> 

23rd, 

1901    .. 

,  , 

,  , 

20 

68 

108 

«>                  >» 

30th, 

1901   .. 

•• 

21 

1     " 

107 

DEATHS. 


Men. 


Women.  Children. 


Under  1  month          , .          . .  . .  .  •  . . ' 

Between  1  month  and  1  year  . .  . .  . . ' 

„         1  year  and  12  years  • .  . .  • .  | 

„       12  years  and  40  years  ..  ..  ..i 

„       40  years  and  50  yeai-s 
50  years  and  over 

\ 

Total 


1 





14 



— 

30 

I 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

45 


NUMBER    OF 

DEATHS    UNDER 

HEADS 

OF    CAUSES. 

Measles 

Diarrhcea . . 
Dysentery..         ..         .. 

Pneomoni?,  and  bronchitis 
Enteric 

No. 

17 
I 
3 

25 

1 

1 

1  Whooping  cough 
!  Influenza.. 

Marasmus 

Heart  disease    . . 

Convulsions 
1 

No.i 

__  1 

1 

Malaria  . .          . .          •  * 

Miscarriage 

Nephritis 

Laryngitis 

Meningitis 

No. 

(Signed)        G.   F.   ESSELEN, 

Camp  Superintendent, 
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Burglier  Camp^  Irene, 

September  5th,  1901. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Pretoria. 

Report  for  August. 
Sir, 

I  beg  herewith  to  submit  my  monthly  report  for  August. 

On  the  whole  the  working  of  the  camp  for  the  month  of  August  has  been 
satisfactorj'. 

Sickness  has  become  less,  and  the  old  inmates  of  the  camp  are  looking 
much  better.  It  is  chiefly  amongst  the  new  arrivals  that  sickness  appears 
from  the  fifth  to  the  ninth  day  after  their  arrival  in  camp,  and  I  feel  certain 
that  if  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  Military  Governor  could  be  enforced,  namely, 
that  no  tents  that  have  been  occupied  and  vacated  are  to  be  reoccupied  unless 
they  have  first  been  thoroughly  disinfected  and  packed  away  for  some  weeks, 
and  the  floors  cleaned  and  left  exposed  to  the  sun  for  some  time,  there  would 
be  far  less  sickness  in  camp.  The  enforcement  of  this  rule  would  entail  extra 
labour  and  expense,  as  I  should  want  more  tents,  or  rather  a  surplus  stock  of 
tents.  The  diflBculty  in  getting  sufficient  tent  accommodation  is  still  very 
great. 

Educational  Matters. — I  have  accommodation  and  school  material,  desks, 
and  forms  for  600  pupils. 

The  number  of  pupils  on  roll  on  August  2nd  was  408,  and  on  August  30th 
the  number  was  481.  The  average  attendance  was  87  per  cent.  The  number 
of  teachers  for  August  ten,  of  which  six  are  non-refugees  and  four  are 
refiigees. 

As  my  experience  during  the  past  month  on  the  general  condition  of  the 
camp  was  much  more  extensive  than  during  July,  and  the  education  of  the 
children  is  to  my  mind  of  the  very  first  importance,  I  relate  some  incidents 
as  found  by  me. 

In  looking  up  some  parents  of  the  children  playing  and  loafing  about  the 
camp,  and  who  were  not  attending  school,  I  had  some  very  interesting 
experiences.  In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  that  I  had  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  women  of  the  camp  a  marquee  for  singing  classes,  religious  meetings, 
and  working  classes.  In  looking  into  this  marquee  one  day  last  week,  I  found 
a  Dutch  school  in  full  swing;  no  less  than  three  classes  presided  over  by 
three  Dutch  girls,  not  one  of  whom  I  consider  competent  to  teach  in  a  day 
school.  Although  I  had  not  forbidden  Dutch  teaching  in  camp,  all  the  men 
in  camp  had  been  informed  that  a  Dutch  school  could  not  be  allowed  in 
camp,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Government ;  but,  notwithstanding  this, 
school  was  commenced  without  my  knowledge  and  consent.  I  relate  this 
incident  to  point  out  the  glaring  impudence  or  lawlessness  of  these  people, 
and  how  necessary  it  is  to  imprint  on  their  minds,  during  their  life  in  the 
burgher  camps,  that  they  must  bow  to  discipline  and  will  have  to  respect  law 
and  order,  and  that  there  will  be  no  more  back-door  influences  or  escapes. 

Another  incident : — The  chief  corporal  of  my  Burgher  Police  one  day 
asked  me  whether  I  had  any  objection  to  a  young  lady  teaching  the  very 
small  children  who  could  not  attend  public  school,  and  were  too  small  to  be 
received  in  the  school,  the  ABC  in  her  own  private  tent.  I  offered  no 
objection,  but  said  I  would  inspect  the  ABC  classes  when  time  allowed.  For 
nearly  10  days  I  tried  daily  to  find  this  infants'  class  in  working  order  during 
the  hours  thiit  were  mentioned  to  me,  but  every  time  on  my  approach  the 
children  were  dismissed,  and,  not  finding  any  attendance,  I  one  morning  sat 
down  on  the  form  in  the  tent  and  sent  for  the  owner  and  the  teacher.  The 
young  lady  who  gave  the  lessons  was  sent  for,  and  she  stated  to  me  that  she 
was  only  12  years  old,  and  that  she  had  16  pupils,  and  that  the  eldest  was  a 
boy  of  12  years  old. 

Another  incident : — Application  was  made  to.  me  for  relief  (clothing)  by 
the  relatives  of  a  young  man.  I  sent  a  messenger  to  call  the  young  man. 
The  messenger  returned  saying  he  (the  young  man)  was  still  busy  in  school. 
When  I  noticed  the  Government  School  children  leaving  the  marquees  I  sent 
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the  messenger  again  to  call  him,  whereupon  the  messenger  replied  :  "  No,  sir ; 
this  man  does  not  go  to  school,  but  Iceeps  a  school  in  the  camp."  I  sent  for 
him  then  and  there.  On  arrival  in  my  office,  I  asked  him  the  reason  why  he 
had  not  come  when  I  sent  for  him  the  first  time.  He  seemed  quite  indignant. 
I  then  told  him  to  sit  down  and  write  me  a  note  explaining  why  he  had  not 
come  when  called,  and  found  he  could  neither  write  nor  spell  Dutch  or 
English,  and  could  barely  read.  I  took  him  outside  and  showed  him  a  piece 
of  ground  round  about  the  school  marquees,  and  asked  him,  if  he  wished  for 
employment,  to  get  some  children  together  and  come  and  clear  that  space  of 
the  stones,  to  8ave  the  school  children's  boots.  He  has  not  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, and  on  looking  him  up  a  few  days  ago  I  found  him  lying  on  the  bed  in 
his  tent. 

In  an  interview  with  two  gentlemen  from  the  Educational  Department 
some  days  ago,  I  tried  to  explain  how  necessary  it  was  to  teach  a  little  discipline 
to  ^oung  children,  and  there  is  only  one  more  incident  worthy  of  mention,  and 
it  IS  this,  that  while  I  was  compiling  the  nominal  lists  of  the  families  of  those 
whose  husbands  were  still  on  commando,  a  large  number  of  these  women 
threatened  to  withdraw  their  children  from  the  Government  School,  saying, 
*'  It  would  be  useless  to  let  the  children  attend  school  any  longer  now  that 
they  were  going  to  be  sent  away."  This  shows  that  the  mothers  consider 
they  show  and  do  us  a  great  favour  to  send  their  children  to  school. 

Stores. — The  stocks  that  we  are  receiving  are  of  good  quality  except  the 
milk,  a  quantity  of  which  (about  100  tins  up  to  now)  was  found  t^  be  damaged 
and  unfit  for  use.  Since  the  9th  instant  a  weekly  ration  of  rice  has  been 
issued  to  all  the  inmates  of  the  camp,  which  has  been  much  appreciated. 
While  on  this  subject  I  should  like  to  dnnv  your  attention  to  the  amount  of 
thieving  and  pilfering  of  goods  in  transit  which  is  taking  place  on  the 
railway.  My  storekeeper  reports  that  this  appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  and 
that  scarcely  a  consignment  from  the  coast  arrives  intact. 

Meat  Supply. — The  meat  issued  to  the  inmates  of  the  camp  during  the 
month  has  been  very  good,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  issue,  when  we 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  on  some  sheep  which  were  very  poor.  Owing  to  a 
misunderstanding  regarding  our  right  to  draw  cattle  for  slaughter  purposes  at 
any  time  when  required  from  passing  convoys,  we  ran  out  of  stock  for  fresh 
meat  supply,  and  had  to  issue  corned,  beef  m  part  on  one  day,  and  again  in 
full  on  another  day.  Previous  to  this  we  had  several  issues  of  fresh  beef, 
which  we  got  by  drawing  65  head  of  cattle  fi-om  a  passing  convoy.  These 
cattle  were  in  a  fair  condition,  and  the  issue  of  this  meat  was  very  much 
appreciated  after  the  long  spell  of  mutton. 

Water  Supply. — This  was  tampered  with  one  day  this  week,  and  we  were 
very  much  put  out  when  the  overseer  reported  that  the  tanks  were  empty 
and  the  furrow  was  dry.  The  following  day  the  supply  was  in  order,  and 
the  matter  is  explained  by  Mr.  Erasmus,  who  is  the  owner  of  the  farm  whence 
the  water  comes. .  It  appears  that  he  sent  a  servant  to  lead  water  into  some 
of  his  lands,  and  this  servant  either  led  or  turned  off  the  wrong  stream,  or 
instead  of  taking  part  of  the  stream  he  turned  off  the  whole. 

Free  Distribution  of  Clothing  and  Blankets. — The  returns  for  this 
department  are  not  to  hand  yet.  The  issue  for  the  month  has  not  been  a 
great  one,  but  the  continual  stream  of  applicants  for  all  kinds  of  necessaries 
convinces  me  that  there  will  be  a  heavy  call  this  month.  Mrs.  Esselen 
arrived  in  camp  last  Saturday,  and  has  commenced  duty  as  matron,  and  will 
commence  distributing  as  soon  as  she  has  completed  visiting  the  tents.  I 
have  had  the  canvas  shelter  put  up  which  has  been  placed  at  her  disposal,  and 
will  render  her  every  assistance  in  her  diflScult  task. 

Sanitation. — On  the  whole  T  think  I  can  report  a  slight  improvement, 
although  this  department  is  a  continual  source  of  worry  and  anxiety.  The 
inmates  will  not  listen  to  reason  and  understand  that  it  is  in  their  own 
interest  that  sanitary  regulations  are  made  and  enforced.  They  are  so  very 
lazy  and  indolent,  and  will  find  any  kind  of  excuse  when  they  are  caught 
breaking  the  regulation.     Brooms  are  scarce. 

By  kind  permission  of  Mr.  v.  d.  Byl,  of  the  Irene  Estate,  I  have,  on 
several  occasions,  sent  a  trolley  to  fetch  a  load  of  green  wood  and  branches, 
which  I  have  distributed  to  be  made  into  brooms.  Some  use  it  for  a  day  or 
two,  but  as  soon  as  it  begins  to  dry  they  are  only  too  glad  of  the  excuse  to 
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ham  - tt.  •  rfr  ratttt^  requisiticHUiig  -for  stMue  /mnoath '  wiiffir  for;  the;  piB^oser  :bf 
pitoviding  thi^  idmatds  with  something  to  hang  and  -dry  their  eloihss  vopbro, 
aiidalso  forcniflng  piirposes.  These  wire  lengths  can  Ir.^  tied  to  the  tent  poles. 
aad  will  be  very  Servicej;ble,  useful,  and  appreciated. 

Latest  Proclariiation. — These  have  been  posted  up  on  my  notice:  board, 
but  in. every  instance  have  been  removed  fioui  the  board  the  first  or  second 
i^ht.  Since  the  list  has  been  compiled,  giving  the  names  and  particular*  bi 
those  wo  nen  and  children  whose  husbands  arc  still  on  commando,  the  women 
of  those  still  on  commando  have  considerably  quieted  down,  and,  gQiierally 
speaking,  a  better  tone  seems  to  prevail  in  cainp. 

:\;  Cliaplam. — The  Rev.  Pienaar  has,  since  his:  airival  in  camp,,  been 
busy  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  his  presence  in  camp  has  caused. a  better 
tone  and  feeling  to  become  noticeable  between  the  ditt'erent  sections,  in  the 
«amp, 

,  \  attach  hereto  the  medical  oflicer's  report,  and  remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        G.  F.  ESSELEN, 

Superintendent, 


Burgher  Gamp^  Irene, 

September  6th,  1901. 
The  Superintendent, ... 

Irene  Burgher  Camp, 
Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  for  the  month  of  August. 

The  death  rate  has  fallen  to  67  for  the  month — a  very  satisFuctory 
jdecrease.  This  is  encouraging  as  showing  not  only  that  there  are  less  oases 
of  illness,  but  also  that  experience  has  taught  many  in  camp  that  the  advice 
giyen  them  by  the  medical  officers  and  nurses  is  more  valuable  than  their 
own  superstitions  and  traditions.  It  is  most  difficult  to  get  into  their  heads 
that  cleanliness  and  ordinary  common-sense  rules  of  hygiene  are  necessary  to 
the  successful  treatment  of  all  disease. 

For  the  month  of  August  seven  or  eight  cases  of  pneumonia  died  in 
iwiiich  diet  given  against  my  orders  was  chieily  responsible  for  the  fatal  issues. 

There  is  no  excuse,  water  and  soap  always  being  obtainable.  Those  that 
have  money  will  spend  it  on  all  kinds  of  rubbish  and  tell  ypu  they  have  no 
soap.     Their  morals  are  about  ns  clean  as  their  skins. 

Chest  complaints  are  very  rife;  this  is  difficult  to. explain  as  the 
temperature  is  more  even,  although  the  beat  by  day  in  the  tents  is  very 
great.  A  great  nijisance  that  still  exists  is  the  pouring  down  the  throats  of 
those  who  are  ill  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  "  middels  and  drippels,"  even 
though  Poynton's  Store  is  not  allowed  to  sell  them.  They  obtain  these 
nostrums  through  the  agency  of  friends  who  are  permitted  to  visit  them  from 
Pretoria.  On  the  4th  I  saw  a  child  and  prescribed,  on  the  5  th  the  mother  carried 
the  child  to  the  dispensary;  Dr.  Wotberspoon  prescribed.  This  morning, 
the  6tb,  she.  called  in.  Dr.  Neethluig,  he  rightly  refused  to  go.  .She  was 
giving  the  child  the  modicines  alternately  which  Dr.  Wotberspoon  and 
myself  prescribed.  Had  Dr.  Neethling  prescribed,  the  unfortunate  child 
would  have  been  taking  the  medicines  prescribed  by  the  three  of  us  all  at 
the  same  time.  The  most  famous  quack  in  camp  is  "  Dr."  Pretorius,  a 
cripple,  whose  qualification  is  that  he  was  an  attendant  in  one  of  the  Boer 
amcmlances*  He  parades  a  great  red  cross  on  his  coat  sleeve  and  atiotiier  on 
his  hat. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  is  better  than  it  was  six 
weeks  ago,  and  cleaner  people,  or  rather  less  dirty  people,  are  taking  the 
place  of  those  who  have  been  sent  to  Nylstroom  and  Pietersburg, 

With  the  hot  weather  coming  on  I  expect  typhoid  to  increase.  I  have 
had  the  camp  refuse  deposited  further  away  from  the  camp.  It  is  put  into 
trenches  dug  in  lands  and  Immediately  covered  over  with  6  to  12  inches  of 
earth.  Flies  are  increasing,  and  as  long  as  the  dirty  habits  of  the  people 
exist  80  long  have  we  favourable  spots  for  flies  to  breed , 
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I  am  arranging  for  the  water  tanks  to  be  emptied  and  thoroughly 
cleaned,  and  \\'ill  have  the  water  used  for  camp  pui'poses  tested  again. 

I  hear  no  complaints  about  the  food  and,  generally  speaking,  all  the 
inmates  of  the  cartip  appear  to  be  happy  and  contented. 

'     .  '       I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

^        ^    (Signed)        G.  S.  WOODROFFE,     ; 

Medical  Officer. 


'  JOHANNESBURG.  ^ 

Statistical  Retukn  for  Month  ending  August  31st,  .1901. 


■  ■    - 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Uen. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp.  Angnst  1st,  1901 
Arrivals 
Birlhs         •  . .         

"31 
42 

1,329 
07 

1,606 
86 

> 

773 
59 

1,396 
lU 

1,696 
190 

Departures   . . 
Deaths          ..      ... 

59 

103 

8 

116 

74 

— 

~ 

In  Camp,  August  Slst,  l&Ol     . . 

714 

1.285 

1,506 

SICK   IN    CAMP. 


Men. 

■ 
Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending  August  9th,  1901      .. 

„     16th,  1901 

„    23rd,  1!  01    ...         .,         .. 
„    30th,  1901      ..         .. 

I 

2 
4  . 

1 
1 

14 

;-35 

15 

15 

DEATHS. 

.  ..  . 

Men. 

'Wodn'en, 

ClnMrei. 

Under  1  jnontli 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„         1  year  and  12  years 
„       12  years  and  40  ytars 
„      40  years  and  50  years 

50  years  and  over 

"  — 

I 
1 

ife  " 

-55 '  •  i 

Total   .. 

•         • 

— • 

8 

... 

•,  74    : 

NUMBER 

OF 

DEATHS    UNDER    HEADS 

OF    CAUSES. 

No. 

52 
1 

9 

No; 

3 

8 

3 

:^:.    L. 

;No. 

J, 

Measles 

Diarrhoea . . 

Djspntery. .         .  •         •  • 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

Enteric 

Whooping  cough 
Influenza. .          . . 
Marasmus 

HevtdiaeasQ    ,,  .      ,. 

Convnlsions 

Acate  nephritis.  •         •  • 

Old  age 

,1 
1 

(7925) 


(Signed)        A.    NOBLE, 

Camp  Superintendent.r^QQQTp 
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Burgher  Camp, 

Johannesburg. 


Repokt  for  the  Month  of  August,  1901. 

In  accordance  with  your  circular,  No.  43,  and  the  supplement  attached 
thereto,  I  beg  to  report  as  follows  :  — 

Medical  comforts  were  issued  during  the  month,  viz.  : 

Milk     ... 

Milk     ... 

Meat  extract 

Brandy 

Arrowroot 

Soap     . . . 

Candles 

Butter,  cocoa,  tea,  oatmeal,  and  other  sundries. 

I  have  distributed  during  the  month  : 

Blankets 
Melton  clotli 
Lining . . . 
Cashmere 

Calico  ...     . 
Flannelette 
Zephyr... 
Nainsook 
Cotton . . . 
Boots  and  shoes 
Ladies'  hose 
Trousers 
Coats   ... 
Shirts  ... 
Under  shirts 
Socks  ... 

Amounting  to  £307  9s.  Sd. 

In  addition  to  three  small  parcels  of  clothing,  more  was  received  through 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Van  Oudtshoorn,  and  were  distributed  amongst  inmates  of 
the  camp. 

The  Sunday  school  is  now  being  managed  entirely  by  inmates  of  the 
camp,  and  shows  an  average  attendance  of  about  seven  hundred  (700). 

The  various  ministers  of  the  Dutch  and  German  Churches  are  permitted 
to  hold  divine  service  as  frequently  as  they  desire  to  do  so. 

The  school  accommodation  is  the  same  as  previously  reported. 

The  teaching  staff  consists  of  one  supervisor  and  eight  teachers,  of  whom 
seven  are  refugees. 

Number  of  children  on  roll,  635  ;  average  attendance,  525. 

The  work  of  sanitation  goes  on  satisfactorily,  and  the  arrangements  are 
ample  for  the  requirements  of  the  people. 

Food  Supply. — The  supply  has  been  ample  and  the  quality  good,  with 
the  exception  of  meat,  which  is  still  poor. 

During  the  month  I  commenced  to  issue  the  additional  ration  of  rice, 
viz.,  1  lb.  per  head  to  each  soul  in  camp. 

The  ration  of  flour  now  being  issued  is,  in  very  many  cases,  more  than 
the  families  can  consume,  and  one  man  at  least  during  the  month  informed 
the  Assistant  Superintendent  that  he  did  not  want  the  usual  weekly  allowance 
(which  would  have  been  63  lbs.),  as  he  had  sufl&cient  accumulation  to  carry 
him  over  the  week. 

The  water  continues  good,  and  is  ample  for  all  requirements. 


1,000  tins. 

816  bottles. 

146  OZ8. 

75    „ 

190  lbs. 

2,491  bars. 

207  packets 

69        • 

824  yards. 

467      „ 

28      „ 

553      „ 

390      „ 

1,019      „ 

,100      ,, 

60      „ 

199  reels. 

92  pairs. 

39      „ 

r    „ 

3 

6 

5 

4  pairs. 
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Seeing  that  an  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  is  prevalent  in  the  town,  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  congratulation  that  it  has  not  been  introduced  into  the 
camp.  This  is  attributable  to  the  strict  quarantine  regulations  which  I  have 
enforced. 

I  enclose  the  usual  medical  report. 

(Signed)        A.  A.  NOBLE, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Cfctmp,  Johannesburg^ 

September  5th,  1901. 

Report  for  the  Month  op  August,  1901. 

Diu-ing  the  month  the  Committee  met  four  times,  and  dealt  with  430 
applications,  representing  700  souls. 

Forty-four  new  applications,  representing  64  daily  rations,  were  granted. 

Three  new  applications,  representing  12  daily  rations,  were  granted,  on 
condition  applicants  went  to  Racecourse* 

Twelve  new  applications,  representing  44  daily  rations,  were  refused. 

Reductions,  representing  289  daily  rations,  were  made  off  289  old 
tickets. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  old  tickets,  representing  267  daily  rations,  were 
stopped. 

Eight  tickets,  representing  24  daily  rations,  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

The  nett  reduction  is  516  daily  rations. 

Owing  to  the  restrictions  imposed  as  a  safeguard  against  the  introduction 
of  scarlet  fever  to  the  Racecourse  Camp,  only  two  families,  representing  six 
souls,  were  transferred  to  the  camp. 

Funerals  have  been  supplied  ibr  two  women,  and  coffins  only  for  one  man, 
two  women,  nine  children. 

From  the  goods  imported  l>y  the  German  Committee  there  has  been 
distributed  to  indigents  in  town  : — 


Boots  «•• 
Stockings 
Flannelette 
Calico  and  silesia 
Prints 


391  pairs. 
1,718  pairs* 
7,887*  yards. 
d,483'2'     .,, 
4,826|      „ 


as  per  detail  list  attached.  ^ 

I  enclose  usual  medical  reports  for  the  period  under  review. 
The  average  number  drawing  rations  has  been  : — 

Men    i««         ...         I..         ...         ...         ..4        476 

Women  i..         » ,     2,134 

Children         2,762 

(Signed)        A.  A.  NOBLE, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Campf  Bacecoursef 

Johannesburg, 
To  the  Superintendent.  September  1st,  1901. 

Sir, 

There  is  little  out  of  the  ordinary  to  be  recorded  in  connection  with  my 
department  during  the  last  month. 

The  general  health  of  the  refugees  has  been  excellent,  but  infmtilo 
mortality  is  again  somewhat  high,  owing  to  measles.  Out  of  the  total  of 
eighty-two  (82)  deaths  for  the  month,  measles  is  responsible  for  fitty-two(52). 
I  am  drawing  your  attention  to  this  subject  to  emphasise  the  dangers  of 
being  visited  oy  epidemics  of  infantile  diseases,  and  urge  you  to  maintain  the 
strict  quarantine  in  which  this  camp  is  now  placed. 
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Scarlet  fever  is  very  rife,  [  am  informed,  in   Vrededorp,  and  no  eflforts 
should  be  spared  in  the  way  of  quarantine  to  keep  that  disease  out  of  this.- 
Scarlet  fever  is  a  more  fatal  and  troublesome  diseese  than  measles,  and  much  - 
to  be  dreaded. 

Clothing  is  now  being  served  out  to  the  men,  as  well  as  the  .women  and 
children,  and  there  is  a  large  stock  of  medical  comforts  on  hand. 

The  people  are  very  much  more  contented,  and  the  general  tone  of  the- 
camp  is  better,  since  the  members  of  the  Dutch  Church  Committee  have 
ceased  visiting  us. 

Yours  obediently, 

(Signed) .       HERBERT  CROOK, 

Medical  Officer 


Dr.  Feaser's  Monthly  Report. 


August,  1901. 


Deaths — August    3,  Martha  Pienaar,  35 — phthisis.. 

„         7,  Thomas  v.    Rensburg,    20    months — broncho-pneu- 
monia. 
„       10,  Elizabeth  Algrwyn,  2 — bronchitis. 
„       14,  Hendrik  Lubbe,  10  months — ^gastro-enteritis. 
„       21,  H.  B.  Kruger,  33 — abscess  of  ears, 
„       2G,  Norman  de  Villiers,  2  months — marasmus. 
„,      28,  Charles  J,  Berrange,  3  months — gastro-enteritis, 
„       31,  Magdalena  Boshoff,  53 — ^ear  disease* 

Serious  cases — about  120. 
Total  number  of  attendances — 938. 

Prevailing  diseases  during  the    month — measles,  scarlet   fever,  chicken. 
pox,  pneumonia. 

(Signed)        W.  D.  FRASER, 

Medical  Officer. 


The  Superintendent  of  the 
Imperial  Relief, 
Johannesburg. 


Johanneshurg^' 

September  2nd,  1901. 


Medical  Report  for  Aqgust,  1901. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  that  I.  attended  during  the  month  of  August  98  patients 
at  their  homes  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  .  The  prevailing  diseases  were 
measles,  typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever,  dysentery,  and  diphtheria,  influenjza, 
mumps,  and  pneumonia.  .  I  attended  31  cases  of  measles,  9  cases  ot  influenza, 
5  cajses  of  pneumonia,  5  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  8  cases  of  dysentery,  a  case  of 
mumps,  4  cases  of  malaria,  1  case  of  chicken  pox,  and  23  cases  of  little 
children's  complaints. 

At  the  office  I  prescribed  for  814  persons,  and  the  total  number  of  persons 
attended  by  me  durmg  the  month  amounts  to  912. 

Two  death  cases  came  under  my  notice.  In  one  of  them  pneumonia  was 
the  cause  of  death,  in  the  other  case  heart  disease  and  senile  decay* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  sei^aut, 
(Signed)        Dr.  N.  SCHEINISSEN. 
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KLERKSDORP.   ;.;::::,:,;: 
Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  31st,  1901. 


.  ^  .  •'-• 


Men.. 

3&5 
.1       141 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

i 

\  Women.' 

i      ' 

Children 

i  n  Cam  p,  A  ugn  Kt  1st ,  1901 
Arrivals         . . 
Births 

1,29.9 
48+ 

1,868 

670 

13 

526 
23 

1 

1   1,78:^    - 
j        50 

2,651 
199 

Departures   . . 
Deaths          ..          .. 

18 

.!           5 

1 

30 
20 

45 
154 

1 

'i 

— 

~ 

In  Camp,  August  Slst,  1901      . 

503 

1   1,733 

2,352 

SICK    IN    CAMP. 


Men.      . 

Women. 

Children, 

Week  ending  August  2nd,  1901 

.,        9th,  1901 

„      16th,  1901 

„      23rd,  1901     .. 

8 

I 

■        4       ■ 

32 
22 
28 
?5 

210 
140 
160 
185 

Under  1  month 

Beiween  1  month  and  1  jear 

.'...,      .1  year  and  12  years 
„       12  ytars  and  40  years 
„       40  years  and  50  years 

50  years  and  over 


Total 


DEATH'S. 


Men. 


Women. 


15 
9 


20 


Children. 


2 

18 
134 


154 


NUMBER    OF    DEATHS    UNDER    HEADS    OF    CAUSES. 


Convulsions 
Meables  •  • 
Diarrhooa  •  •  . . 

Dysentery.  • 
Pneumonia  and  measles 
Measles  and  bronchitis 
Enteric      •• 


No. ' 


2 

61 

2 

88 

1 

1 


Whooping  cough 
Meningitis 
Influenza. . 
Puerpeml  fever 
Marasmus 
Pneumonia 


iNo. 


4 

2 

10 


Measles  and  convulsions 
Heart  disease    . . 
Peritonitis 

Debilitjp- 

Bronchitis 

Chronic  Bright's  disease 


No. 


(Signed)         A.    W.    HOWARD, 

Camp  Superintendent 
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Burgher  Camp^  Klerksdorp, 

September  4th,  1901. 
The  General  Superintendent, 
Pretoria. 

Report  for  Month  ended  August  31st,  1901. 
Dear  Sir, 

1  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  for  August : — 

Food  Sttcffs.—A  regular  supply  of  flour,  sugar,  and  coffee  is  now  coming 
along,  enabling  a  surplus  to  be  held  in  case  of  unexpected  families  coming  in. 
The  quality  is  excellent,  certainly  better  than  most  of  the  refugees  are 
accustomed  to,  and  evidently  the  quantity  is  more  than  sufficient  of  flour, 
seeing  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  dispose  of  surplus  stock.  Meat, 
although  not  in  prime  condition,  is  fairly  good,  and  I  believe  decidedly  better 
than  obtainable  in  most  camps. 

Weather. — A  marked  change  has  taken  place  in  the  weather  since  last 
report.  The  temperature  has  become  milder.  Dust  storms  are  now  frequent, 
and  are  likely  to  continue  for  some  months. 

Sanitation, — Although  the  size  of  the  camp  has  increased  considembly 
and  it  miglit,  in  consequence,  have  been  reasonably  expected  that  sanitary 
matters  would  cause  more  trouble,  such  is  not  the  case.     Latrines  are  now 
attended  to  twice  daily,  which  will  increase  expense,  but  the  benefits  derived 
from  this  system  will  outweigh  the  extra  expenditure. 

Trenching. — The  camp  is  now  being  thoroughly  trenched  to  be  in 
readinesss  for  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  which  generally  takes  place  towards  the 
end  of  October. 

Ash. — To  prevent  scattering  the  ash  on  the  outskirts  of  the  camp, 
enclosures  of  corrugated  iron  are  placed  at  convenient  distances  as  depositing 
sites,  and  these  places  are  emptied  daily  when  transport  is  available. 

Extension  of  Ground. — The  Commandant  very  kindly  caused  to  be  moved 
the  wire  entanglements  200  yards  south  to  allow  more  tents  to  be  pitched  to 
accommodate  recent  arrivals. 

Hospital. — The  addition  to  hospital  equipment  is  a  great  boon ;  the 
bedsteads  are  of  first  class  quality,  with  wire-wove  mattresses.  In  many  cases 
the  patients  are  unwilling  to  leave  such  comfortable  quarters. 

Camp  Matron  and  Nursiny  Staff. — The  camp  matron  has  commenced 
work  and  is  doujg  well.  The  nursing  staft'  was  organised  some  weeks  ago, 
but  little  was  done,  as  until  the  arrival  of  the  m.itron,  there  was  no  directmg 
head,  now  a  change  has  taken  place  and  much  good  is  done  in  assisting  the 
sick  and  others  requiring  help. 

Soup  Kitchen. — These  are  now  in  order,  fixed  with  two  20-gallon  pots, 
and  one  31-gallon,  two  of  which  are  used  for  soup,  and  the  third  for  mixing 
condensed  milk. 

Relief. — In  addition  to  clothing  received  from  Mrs.  Harris,  a  splendid 
assortment  has  been  sent  here  by  the  Cape  Town  Relief  Committee.  Not 
only  is  the  quantity  large,  but  the  quality  is  likewise  good.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  leather  is  amongst  the  goods,  which  will  be  much  appreciated. 

Schools. — A  total  of  580  children  attend  school.     Boys,  288  ;  girls,  292. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        H.  W.  HOWARD. 

Superintendent 


Buryher  Carap^  Klerksdarp, 

September  1st;  1901. 

Medical  Repoet  for  August,  1901. 

With  the  increased  number  of  refugees  and  the  presence  of  a  very  severe 
epidenaic  of  measles,  the  number  of  sick  and  the  death  rate  during  the  month 
have  been  far  in  excess  of  previous  months. 

The  epidemic  has  been  of  great  severity,  fatal  complications  setting  in  in 
many  cases  and  accounting  for  the  abnormal  death  rate. 
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OccuiTing  amongst  fiuuilies  numbering  over  4,500,  and.  Hvixig  in  camp 
and  so  exposed  to  inclement  weather  and  the  extremes  of  temperature  in  the 
24  hours,  a  high  death  rate*  Was  to  be  expected,  notwithstanding  that  careful 
attention  to  the  comforts  of  the  sick  and  hygienic  measures  had  been  as  fer  as 
possible  carried  out.  It  is,  however,  to  be  noted  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
this  disease  in  town  is  proportionately  greater  than,  and  the  death  rate  as 
high  as,  in  camp. 

Enteric  Fever. — Eight  cases  have  occurred  during  the  month,  two  in 
town  and  the  remainder  m  camp.  As  many  as  could  be  accommodated  were 
removed  to  hospital. 

Scatrlet  Pever. — Three  cases  occurred  during  the  month.  A  marquee  has 
been  placed  on  a  suitable  part  of  the  cainp  grounds  for  the  isolation  of  those 
cases. 

General  Health  of  the  Camp. — Excepting  the  presence  of  the  measles 
epidemic  and  the  few  cases  of  enteric  and  scarlet  fever  mentioned,  the  health 
of  the  caim)  generally  has  during  the  month  been  very  good. 

The  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Ca^mp  has  been  excellently  attended  to 
during  the  month,  and  extra  vigilance  given  to  this  important  matter  with 
the  growth  of  the  camp. 

Medical  Comforts. — There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  milk,  and  this  has 
been  distributed  in  sufficient  quantity  amongst  the  sick  and  children.  A 
system  of  distribution  of  this  article  in  diluted  form  will  be  started  as  soon  as 
suitable  boilers  have  been  erected.  Other  medical  comforts,  as  barley, 
arrowroot,  rice,  are  short. 

The  Rations  issued  continue  to  be  wholesome  and  of  good  quality.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  during  the  month  regarding  the  same. 

The  Water  Supply  is  still  sufficient  in  quantity  to  meet  all  requirements, 
and  is  of  good  quality. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  an  assistant  compounder  to  this  camp  has 
materially  relieved  the  pressure  of  work,  and  medicines  are  now  delivered  ""to 
patients  as  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

Deaths : — 

Children,  under  one  month        ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„         one  month  to  one  year  ...  ...  ...  18 

„         one  year  to  12  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

Men,  12  years  to  40  years         ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Women,  12  years  to  40  years   ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Men,  40  years  to  50  years         ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Women,  40  yeai's  to  50  yeai-s   ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Men,  50  and  over            ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Women,  50  and  over      ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Total  ...         ...         ...         •••   179 

Causes  of  Death  : — 

Measles    ...         ...         ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  61 

„       — pneumonia     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

„       — puerperal  fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

— convulsions    ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


)9 


— bronchitis       ...  ...  ...  ...  ...        1 


Pneumonia 
Dysentery 
Convulsions 
Enteric  fever 
Meningitis 
Heart  disease 
Peritonitis 
Debility  ... 
Bronchitis 


10 
2 
2 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 


Chronic  Bright's  Disease  ...  ...         ...  ...       1 
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The  Number  of  Patients  Treated  in  Hofipital  :- 

Remaining  in  hospital  July  Slst          «•• 
Admitted  during  month  of  August 
Discharged          „               „ 
Died  during  month  of  August  ... 
Remaining  on  August  3 1st       

Diseases  Treated : — 

Enteric  . . . 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery 
Peritonitis 
Malaria  . . . 
Pleurisy  ... 
Surgical  ... 

Chronic  Bright's  Disease 
Intestinal  catarrh 
Measles — broncho-pneumonia 
,,      — pneumonia 


•  •  • 

.      12 

•  •  • 

.     18 

•  •  • 

.     12 

•  •  • 

.       5 

... 

.     13 

.       5 

.       9 

.       3 

1 

.       2 

1 

.       5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(Signed)        H.  SCOTT  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer. 


KRUGERSDORP. 
Statistical  Retubn  for  Month  ending  August  Slst,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children 

In  Camp,  August  Ist,  1901 
Arrivalfl 
Births            

682 
.  182 

1,563 
343 

1,907 

450 

8 

864 
23 

1,906 
62 

2,365 
197 

Departures    . . 

Deaths          

20 
3 

50 
12 

87 
110 

— 

— 

— 

In  Camp,  August  31st,  1901      . . 

841 

1,844 

2,168 

SICK    IN    CAMP. 

! 

Men. 

'.         '.'.         '/.'           8 

:    ::    :?    il 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending  Angu<>t  2n(1, 1901     . 

9th,  1901     . 

„      16fch,1901     . 

„      23rd,  1901     . 

„      30th,  1901     . 

3 

7 
42 
31 

39 
23 
57 
69 
200 

DEATHS. 


Uoder  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„         1  yeai*  and  12  years 
„       12  years  and  40  years 
„      40  years  and  50  years 

<50  years  and  over 


TotAl 


Children, 
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NUMBER   OF   DEATHS    UNDER  .HEADS    OF    CAUSES. 


No. 
58 
40 

No. 

i         - 

No. 

Measles 

DiarrhcBs  . . 

Dysenterj 

Pnenmonia  and  bronchUis 

1 
Enteric    .. 
Whooping  congh 

Inflncnza. 

MarasmoR 

9 
3 

2 

1  Heart  disease,  inanition, 
1      and  senile  decay 

GonTnlsions 

TnbercDlosis      . . 

5 

7 
1 

(Signed) 


P.   TOMLTNSON, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp^  Krugersdorp, 

September  4th,  1901. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Pretoria. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  herewith  to  forward  my  report  for  August 

The  camp  has  now  increased  to  such  dimensions  that  1,027  tents  are 
in  use.  The  bell  tents  have  an  average  of  five  persons,  and  the  Indian  tents 
six  people. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  has  been  enlarged  by  the  erection  of  four  more 
marquees,  completely  fitted  up ;  this  brings  the  total  to  eight  marquees.  A 
greater  number  of  people  have  been  treated  in  hospital  during  the  last  month, 
and  the  result  has  been  most  satisfactory.  Everything  has  been  done  that 
is  possible  in  the  tents,  but  the  same  attention  camJot  be  bestowed  as  when 
cases  are  treated  in  hospital. 

In  the  tents  sick  people  are  treated  by  a  staff  of  Dutch  girls  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  a  trained  niu*se.  The  medical  oflicer  visits  daily  all 
serious  casea 

The  death  rate  has  considerably  increased  during  the  month  owing  to  a 
violent  epidemic  of  measles. 

Visiting  Committee. — A  local  committee  visit  the  camp  thrice  weekly,  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  the  nurses  in  finding  out  cases  of  illness,  as  the 
people  do  all  in  their  power  to  conceal  cases. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — ^There  is  now  hospital  accommodation  for 
60  patients,  and  more  marquees  and  furniture  have  been  ordered  in  view  of 
the  approaching  summer.  The  present  staff  consists  of  a  medical  oflScer,. 
dispenser,  matron,  and  eight  probationers,  taken  from  the  Dutch  girls  in 
camp. 

Medical  Comforts. — ^Medical  comforts  as  follows  have  been  issued  diu-ing 
the  month  : — Milk,  46  cases;  oatmeal,  52  lbs.  ;  maizena,  126  lbs.;  biscuits, 
60  lbs. ;  pearl  barley,  211  lbs.  ;  tapioca,  27  lbs. ;  farinaceous  foods,  96  tins; 
candles,  175  lbs.  ;  bovril,  14  dozen  ;  brandy,  42  bottles  ;  port  wine,  30  bottles  ; 
tea,  75  lbs.  ;  1,550  lbs.  soap  was  also  issued. 

Blankets. — 130  blankets  have  been  issued  during  the  month,  making  a. 
grand  total  of  850  blankets  issued  in  four  months. 

A  free  issue  of  clothing,  &a,  to  the  amount  of  £410,  has  been  made  to 
the  most  needy,  and  100  camp  kettles  have  also  been  issued  to  those  requiring 
same,  the  total  of  kettles  now  issued  being  340. 

Church. — A  tent,  150  feet  by  70  feet,  and  capable  of  holding  some 
600  people,  is  utilised  as  a  place  of  worship  and  day  school,  besides  a  canvas 
shelter  adjoining,  which  has  been  erected  lately,  and  is  used  as  a  school  and 
place  of  worship. 

The  spiritual  advisers  are  members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and 
the  he;id  is  the  Dutch  Reformed  minister  from  the  adjoining  town  of  Krugers- 
dorp.  Services  are  held  regularly,  and  every  facility  given  the  people  to 
attend. 

School. — The  school  is  conducted  in  the  church  tent,  and  there  is  a  daily 
attendance  of  over  200  children.     The  English  language  is  taught. 
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iMtnnes.^ — Latrines  ai*e  built,  aud  the  sanitary  arrcingeiiients  nre  cairied 
out  by  the  Krugersdoi-p  Sanitary  "Board.  The  ordinary  pails  are  used  and 
disinfectants  freely  distributed  ;  clearances  made  twice  daily. 

Hygienic  rules  are  carried  out  only  on  compulsion,  as  a  general  rule,  and 
inspectors  are  employed  to  see  that  the  residents  in  camp  obey  instructions. 

The  people  arriving  in  camp  are  almost,  without  exception,  well  provided 
with  household  effects,  and  are  very  comfortably  off. 

The  soup  kitchen  is  much  appreciated,  and  between  30  and  40  gallons 
of  soup  are  daily  distributed  to  sick  and  old. 

Baths. — Bell  tents  have  been  erected  for  bath-houses,  and  are  much 
appreciated  by  the  pex^ple,  A  large  oven  has  been  built  for  the  purpose  of 
bakins:  bread  for  those  unable  to  do  so. 

The  number  of  washing  dams  hns  been  increased  by  six  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  people. 

There  has  been  no  stint  in  the  issue  of  rations.  Supplies  have  come 
forward  regularly.  Wood  and  coal  there  is  abundance  of,  suflScient  for  all 
requirements. 

The  people  seem  happy  and  well  contented,  and  pleased  with  their 
treatment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        P.  TOMLINSON, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp^ 

September  5th,  1901. 
The  Chief  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps, 

Pretoria. 
Sir, 

1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  serious  epidemic  of 'measles  does  not  appe^ir 
at  present  to  be  abating.  The  rapidity  with  which  cases  of  pneumonia  die 
when  left  in  their  tents  is  distressing.  I  take  all  cases  into  hospital  where 
possible,  but  many  infants  die  (and  swell  the  death  rate)  who  are  at  their 
mother's  breast.  Many  of  these  infants  are  thus  nursed  up  to  two  years  of 
age,  whereas  it  is  well  known  that  mother's  milk  is  nearly  valueless  after  nine 
months.  I  attended  many  of  these  people  when  in  houses  at  Bnrgheradorp,  a 
suburb  of  Kxugersdorp ;  the  death  rate  amongst  them  at  that  time  (five 
months  ago)  was,  in  my  opinion,  quite  as  gi^eat  as  in  camp.  I  am  making 
every  preparation  to  cope  with  enteric  fever  when  it  makes  its  appearance, 
and  am  about  to  train  men  for  orderly  work  in  the  men's  tents.  I  am  quite 
convinced  that  the  larger  and  better  the  hospital  accommodation,  the  lower 
will  be  the  death  rate.  The  water  supply  of  the  camp  continues  good,  but 
great  care  will  be  required  to  guard  all  the  supplier.  A  disinfector  will  be 
built  at  once,  but  I  do  not  ap})rove  of  boiling  enteric  fstools,  and  in  a  camp 
such  as  this  would  be  very  orfensive.  I  consider  the  sanitary  arrungemeute 
as  near  perfect  as  possible.  A  building  is  really  necess  iry  now  for  operations 
and  medical  stores  (hospital  sheets,  &c.). 

The  nurses  in  the  hospital  work  well  under  their  matix>n,  Mrs.  Harnett. 
I  hope  to  get  the  camp  nui*ses  into  better  working  order  when  I  have  medical 
assistance,  but  at  present  tlie  strain  is  very  heavy.  Mr.  Hanman  still  gives 
me  great  assistance  with  dispensing  and  certain  clerical  work.  No  resident 
dispenser  would  give  more  time. 

Nurse  Hudson  does  not  give  me  entire  satisfaction ;  she  has  little  tact 
with  the  camp  nurses;  but  I  am  willing  to  make  fuither  trial  when  I  can 
give  more  time.     She  certainly  is  work'mg  with  some  energy. 

The  geneml  harmony  betw^n  the  Superintendent  ami  myself  and  Sister 
Harnett  is  quite  satisfactory. 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)        A.  A.  AV^MARD. 
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MlDDELBURd 
Statistical  Return*^  for  Month  ending  Augtist  Olst,   1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

-    - -- 

3,397 

111 

33 

Men. 

1,535 
295 

Women. 

iChildren, 

In  Gamp,  August  1st,  1901 
Arrivals 
Births            

1,470 
65 

2,884 
120 

3,004 
545 

\  3,541 
717 

Departures   . . 

Deaths          

287 
8 

516 
29 

«>35 

82 

— 

— 

- 

In  Camp,  August  3l8t,  1901      • . 

1,240 

2,459 

2,824 

SICK    IN    CAilP. 


^ien. 

•Women.     , 

Childi'cn. 

Week  ending  August  2Dd,  1901 

9fch,  T901 

„      16th,  1901 

„      23rd,  1901 

.         „                „      30tl.,  1901     .. 

102 
166 
158 

138 
128 

274       • 

369 

345 

397 

344 

261 
237 
29() 
:«8 
:}08 

DEATHS. 




Men. 

4 
4 

Women. 

Children. 

tTnder  1  month         

Between  1  month  and  I  year          

„         1  yeai'  and  12  yeai-s 

„       12  years  and  40  years 

„      40  years  and  50  years        

^0  years  and  over      • .         •  •         

24       i: 

'   ! 

10 

8 
64 

Total   .:         

8 

29 

! 

82 

NUMBER    OF    DEATHS    UNDER    HEADS    OF    CAUSES. 


• 

No. 

52 
14 

1 
14 

i 

._.    .             __... 

1  Enteric   ••          •• 
1  Whooping  cough 

1  Influenza..          ••          •• 

1 

i 

No. 

10 
4 

No. 

.'Measlfls 

Diarrhoea 

Pnenmonia  and  bronchitis 

Marasmas          . . 
Heart  disease     . .         . . 
Other  oanses 

3 
21 

(Signed)        C.    R    GARDNER, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Mi^deUmrgf 

September  4th,  1901 

Eepobt  for  August^ 

I  am  pleased  to  report  a  big  falling  off  in  the  death  rate  for  this  month, 
the  numbers  being  123,  as  against  413  for  July.     This  is  due  principally  to 
the .  abatement  in  the  measles  epidemic.     With  the  exception  of  Joubert's^ 
Camp,  the  ninth  and  last  one  formed,  measles  appears  to  have  run  its  course, 
and  we  may  now  expect  the  death  rate  to  be  normal 

During  the  month  increased  hospital  accommodation  has  been  provided. 
It  was  found  necessary  to  enlarge  the  hospital  enclosure,  and  there  is  now 
ample  room  to  erect  other  marquees  which  I  have  ready,  should  they  be 
required. 

The  medical  and  hospital  staff  have  been  very  hard  worked  during  the 
month.  The  young  Boer  girls  working  as  probationers,  whilst  willing  enough 
when  called  upon  to  do  anything,  do  not  take  as  kindly  and  readuy  to  the 
work  as  the  English  girl,  consequently  the  two  trained  sisters  are  worked 
harder  than  they  would  be  if  they  could  depend  more  on  the  probationers. 

The  Sick  Committee,  consisting  of  members  from  the  various  camps,  have 
done  good  work  during  the  month.  Several  of  them,  however,  have  resigned, 
alleging  as  their  reason'  for  so  doing  that  they  are  unable  to  agree  with  certain 
members  of  the  committee  ;  the  real  reason  being  that  they  are  tired  of  the 
work,  many  of  them  considering  that  they  should  be  paid  2^.  6d.  per  day  for 
their  services.  There  is  the  greatest  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the 
majority  of  these  people  to  help  each  other,  whilst  some,  again,  have  been  at 
work  for  months  without  a  question  of  pay. 

Three  men  who  performed  most  of  the  burial  services  during  June, 
July,  and  August,  as  may  be  imagined,  worked  very  hard,  and  only  one  man 
asked  for  payment  for  services  so  rendered,  but  subsequently  informed  me  he 
regretted  having  done  so. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  medical  officer,  there  are  a  good 
many  cases  of  enteric  in  camp,  and  everything  possible  is  being  done  to  cope 
with  the  complaint  and  prevent  it  spreading. 

Shifting  the  old  camps  to  new  ground  adjoining  the  Erraelo  Camp,, 
which  was  shifted  in  July,  will  help  greatly  in  keeping  down  this  disease.  I 
had  hoped  to  remove  two  of  the  outlying  camps  (Vermaak's  and  Joubert's) 
early  in  the  month,  but  was  unable  to  do  so,  owing  to  the  measles  outbreak 
there,  but  as  those  camps  are  now  almost  free  1  have  commenced  shifting 
them.  The  fact  of  having  nine  camps  scattered  about  instead  of  having  twa 
or  three  big  camps  close  together  has  greatly  increased  the  cost  of  main- 
taining them,  and  it  also  follows  that  there  cannot  be  efficient  supervision 
where  camps  are  so  scattered.  In  the  new  camp  whei-e  I  propose  shifting 
Vermaak's,  Joubert's,  portion  of  Pretoria,  and  portion  of  Carolina  Camps, 
there  are  no  wells.  ITiese  are  being  sunk,  and  one  is  almost  down  to  water 
level 

Sanitary  Accommodation. — This  is  now  ample.  The  sanitary  servioa 
is  WeU  performed  by  natives  (four)  and  our  own  cart,  worked,  as  all  our 
transport  wagons  in  camp  are,  by  burgher  oxen,  free  of  cost  to  Government, 
The  enormous  quantity  of  night  soil,  however,  has  necessitated  keeping  a 
gang  of  six  natives  and  a  white  man  continually  at  work  making  fresh  pits 
and  covering  up  those  which  are  partly  filled. 

In  the  matter  of  clothing,  the  greater  part  of  the  people  are  now  fitirly 
well  supplied.  I  am  therefore  not  issuing  ordei*s  on  Poynton's  except  in  very 
mrgent  cases.  With  regard  to  boots  and  shoes,  as  the  Town  Relief  Cfommittee, 
who  have  had  the  distribution  of  the  goods  supplied  by  the  Netherlands 
Funds  Committee,  have  quite  recently  received  from  Cape  Town  (Mrs. 
Koopmans  de  Wet,  Secretary),  amongst  other  articles,  sufficient  leather  to 
make  about  400  pairs  boots,  I  have  decided  not  to  issue  orders  for  shoes  or 
boots  until  this  leather  is  worked  up,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  have  the 
leather  now  in  process  of  tanning  ready  for  making  shoes.  This  will  mean 
a  big  reduction  in  Poynton's  monthly  account,  and,  as  I  have  previously 
pointed  out,  the  boots  will  be  more  durable  than  the  shop  article. 
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During  the  month  Lord  Kitchener's  last  proclamation  has  been  well 
distributed  in  camp.  Many  of  the  people  refuse  to  believe  that  the  farms  of 
those  who  do  not  surrender  by  the  15th  instant  will  be  confiscated  and  sold, 
alleging  that  England  would  never  resort  to  such  harsh  measures,  &c.  I  have 
induced  several  of  the  women  to  go  out,  telling  them  that  the  proclamation 
wDl  be  carried  out  to  the  letter.  So  far,  as  a  result  of  the  proclamation, 
there  have  been  very  few  surrenders,  especially  when  one  considers  the  size 
and  extent  of  this  district,  and  the  nearness  to  town  of  several  commandoes. 
Some  of  the  women  who  obtained  permits  to  go  out  with  a  view  to  induce 
theii"  men  to  surrender,  inform  me  that  the  leading  Boers,  amongst  them 
Ben  Viljoen,  fearing  the  result  and  outcome  of  the  proclamation  amongst  the 
rank  and  file,  have  now  refused  to  allow  the  women  to  pass  through  to  the 
commandoes. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  death  returns  of  the  medical  officer  and  this 
office  show  a  discrepancy  of  four.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  four  deaths  amongst  refugees  in  town,  who  were  not  supplied  with 
death  certificates  by  our  medical  officer,  but  by  the  doctor  attending  them  in 
town.  They  were,  however,  registered  in  this  office,  but  I  have  told  the 
registrar  here  not  io  enter  these  in  future  in  our  register,  as  it  only  causes 
confusion. 

During  the  month  this  camp  has  been  well  supplied  with  stores  and  fuel. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        C.  R.  GARDNER, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp, 
C.  R,  Gardner,  Esq.,  Midddhurg. 

Superintendent. 

Health  Report  for  August,  1901. 

The  past  month  has  been  a  very  busy  one  for  your  medical  and  nursing 
staff.  There  have  been  a  large  number  of  minor  ailments  treated  at  the  out- 
patient department  as  a  result  of  the  epidemic  of  measles.  Pneumonia, 
coughs,  and  colds,  debility,  and  rheumatic  affections  have  predominated. 
The  weekly  sick  report  will  have  prepared  you  for  the  number  of  sick  seen 
and  prescribed  for  this  month,  viz.,  3,500,  including  31  natives. 

In  considering  this  large  amount  of  sickness  in  yuur  camp  during  this 
DQonth,  the  death  rate  of  123,  I  think,  reflects  credit  upon  the  endeavours  of 
your  nursing  staff  in  particular,  who,  I  can  say,  have  all  worked  veiy  hai*d. 
Your  nursing  sisters  have  to  do  a  great  deal  of  very  responsible  work  in  the 
camp,  and  for  this  reason  I  would  urge  you  to  represent  this  most  strongly  to 
the  General  Superintendent  in  Pretoria,  so  that  none  but  those  of  hospital 
training  may  be  sent  us  in  future :  only  the  medical  men  under  whom  they 
work  know  the  responsibility  such  untrained  people  can  be  at  a  busy  time 
when  all  must  do  the  best  they  can. 

The  epidemic  of  enteric  fever  which  is  at  prese.it  going  tnrough  the 
camp  seems  to  have  crept  in  with  the  new-comers,  but  the  source  is  being 
seriously  discussed  by  Dr.  Morehead  and  myself.  At  present  we  are  satisfied 
that  it  is  not  connected  with  the  drinking  water  in  the  wells  you  have  sunk, 
in  any  way,  but  we  think  that  the  water-mrrow  carrying  water  into  the  town 
from  the  dam,  past  your  camp,  as  it  is  exposed  to  contamination  for  some 
two  miles  before  reaching  camp,  should  be  railed  in  with  barbed  wire,  and  a 
strict  watch  kept  to  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  the  refugees  from  drawing 
water  from  it  for  any  purpose. 

AU  your  medical  officers  are  enforcing  the  rule  that  any,  even  suspicious, 
case  of  typhoid  fever  must  go  to  the  hospital  at  once  to  be  treated,  so  that 
we  have  hopes  of  keeping  the  disease  well  in  hand  in  your  camp. 

Measles  still  exists  to  a  small  extent  amongst  the  new-comers  to  camp, 
but  the  weather  being  very  much  milder  the  death  rate  amongst  the  total 
number  is  far  lower,  although  still  accounting  for  the  larger  number  of  deaths. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


There  have,  however,  been  some  hundreds  of  refugees  ia  the  outlying  camp, 
who  were  the  last  to  arrive  here ;  they  were  as  usual  weak,  thin,  and  witb 
constitutions  broken  down,  and  unfit  to  meet  the  epidemic  that  they  brought 
in  with  them,  and  suffered  in  proportion.  These  were  kept  isolated  in 
Vermaak's  and  Joubert's  Camps,  where  this  month  the  death  rate  has  beea 
highest.  ^  Here  also  the  measles  has  nearly  disappeared,  and  they  will  soon  he 
in  a  condition  fit  to  be  brought  into  the  general  camp. 

Speaking  generally,  the  health  of  your  camp  has  very  much  improved, 
the  inmates  as  a  lode,  especially  the  children,  now  look  well-nourished  and 
healthy ;  games  of  all  kinds,  especially  football,  is  played  in  every  available 
space  in  the  camp  by  the  scores  of  young  people  and  children,  and  an 
atmosphere  of  contentment,  of  well-being,  and  even  cheerfulness,  obtains  now 
to  a  greater  extent  than  at  any  previous  time.  And  allow  me  to  once  more 
impress  upon  you  the  value  of  women  of  refinement  as  nursing  sisters  in  your 
camp ;  to  them  the  care  of  these  people  is  an  interest,  not  hard  work  and 
drudgeiy,  the  people  themselves  are  most  quick  to  recognise  the  finer  feelings 
of  a  lady,  difficulties  are  forgotten  and  a  confidence  takes  their  place,  which 
goes  far  to  produce  the  contentment  and  feeling  of  being  ^looked  after,  which 
staves  off  sickness.  To  such  nursing  sisters  we  shall  owe  the  success  in  our 
camps  I  feel  sure,  and  though  I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  such 
people,  I  think  no  stone  should  be  left  unturned  to  secure  them,  and  when 
here  make  them  as  comfortable  and  cheerful  as  is  possible,  providing  recreation 
fi)r  them  which  will  relieve  their  work  and  prevent  it  ever  becoming  drudgerj- 
to  them. 

Svmmart/  of  Medical  Work  iit  Camp  dinnng  .higvst. 

Out-patients  seen  and  prescribed  for        ...  ...  ...    3,500 

In-patients  treated  in  hospital      ...  ...  ...  ...       131 

Deaths      {i^t^^^f'^P^f  )       123 

( m  hospital,  24  J 

The  rather  high  percentage  of  deaths  irom  enteric  fever  in  your  camp  is 
due  to  some  of  the  following  difficulties  : — 

The  very  ignorant  prejudice  the  people  have  against  hospital  treatment, 
where  they  say  **  fever  cases  are  starved,"  and  their  ignorance  of  all  the 
advantages  in  nurshig,  dieting,  &c.,  which  this  offers.  This  prejudice,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  has  in  many  cases  dropped  away  from  people  who  have  had 
experience  of  it  here,  and  we  are  already  experiencing  far  less  difficulty  and 
resistance  in  bringing  sick  people  into  hospital.  But  cases  still  constantly 
occur  where  those  suffering  from  enteric  fever  in  the  early  stage  are  carefully 
kept  in  the  background,  and  a  denial  given  to  the  visiting  probationers  that 
anybody  is  sick,  thus  sacrificing  lives  now  and  then  which  early  hospital 
treatment  would  certainly  save.  Sometimes  firom  ignorance  of  sickness 
generally  young  people  keep  about  too  long  when  they  or  those  responsible 
mr^them  ought  to  seek  medical  advice  early.  In  illustration  of  this,  a  boy  of 
14,  a  week  or  so  ago,  returned  ill  from  school,  had  severe  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea,  and  died  in  48  hours  very  suddenly,  and  the  intestines  revealing,  on 
post-mortem  examination,  most  extensive  ulceration  characteristic  of  enteric 
fever.       * 

Another  difficulty  is  the  ignorant  treatment  of  such  cases  by  the  parents 
or  their  fiiends  before  they  come  into  hospital,  and  that  of  always  preventing 
parents  or  fiiends  from  smuggling  goods  to  these  and  other  sick  cases  when 
tiUowed  to  visit  them  in  hospital. 

The  hospital  accommodation  in  your  camp  now  consists  of  eight  E.P. 
tents,  some  six  or  eight  smaller  tents  (Seapoy  tents  and  beU  tents)  used  for 
isolation  purposes,  and  one  operating  marquee. 

Now  large  marquees  are  being  put  up  in  the  hospital  to  meet  the 
present  epidemic  of  enteric  fever,  so  that  as  soon  as  sufficient  bed  stretchers, 
bedding,  &c.,  come  to  hand,  we  shall  be  in  a  better  position  to  cope  with  the 
large  amount  of  work  such  an  epidemic  throws  upon  the  nursing  staff  and  the 
resources  of  a  hospital. 

The  nursing  in  the  hospital  is  under  the  supervision  of  Superintendent 
Sister  Mackay,  who  has  two  hard-working  and  well-trained  nurses  under  her 
hut  this  staff  cannc  t  possibly  meet  the  requirements  of  so  many  cases    f 
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typhoid  fever,  cases  of  which  are  still  coming  in  every  day,  and  two  more 
wcll'tvained  nurses  are  most  urgently  required.  We  shall  certainly  require 
more  nurses  in  the  camps  also;  at  present  two  camps  are  without  sisters 
owing  to  the  pressing  needs  of  the  hospital,  and  more  beds  will  also  be  needed  ; 
we  sliall  then  be  ready  for  further  emergencies. 

A  great  want  in  the  hospital,  too,  is  ^  good  supply  of  chairs — deck  chairs 
m  which  convalescents  can  recline,  for  it  is  impossible  to  send  back  into 
camp  convalescent  cases  of  enteric  fever  until  they  are  beyond  being  made 
ill  by  the  stuffing  process  generally  carried  out  by  solicitous  parents  and 
friends  immediately  on  their  return  to  their  tents.  We  have  unfortunately 
lost   two   cases   of  enteric   fever  in  hospital  this   month  owing  to   friends 
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ffgling  dates,  dried  peaches,  and  other  most  injurious  things  into  the 
hospital  during  visiting  hours.  Both  were  convalescent,  but  their  temperature 
rose  again,  and  both  died  fi'om  large  and  uncontrollable  heemorrhage  from  the 
bowels. 

The  kitchen  at  present  being  erected  in  the  hospital  enclosure  will  be  a 
gi-eat  help,  and  we  are  hoping  that  there  will  be  no  deljiy  in  providing  it  with 
the  two  stoves,  pots  and  kettles,  &c,,  necessary. 

The  great  need  of  tables,  bed  tables,  and  screens,  all  of  which  have  so 
long  been  on  order,  is  now  being  supplied  and  rapidly  pushed  forward,  and 
will  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  the  hospital  tents. 

The  washing  of  the  hospital  will  be  done  in  hospital  enclosure  as  soon  as 
the  necessaries,  such  as  tubs,  a  table  to  wash  on,  and  a  tub  on  wheels  to 
bring  the  wjiter  to  the  spot,  can  be  supplied. 

The  destructor  is  working  well,  but  will  be  replaced  by  an  improvement 
suggested  by  Colonel  Knotter  when  he  visited  Middelburg,  and  the  plans  of 
which  will  be  forwarded  to  me. 

The  washing  will  be  boiled  also  in  the  hospital  grounds  as  soon  as  the 
armngements  you  ai'e  carrying  out  for  that  purpose  are  completed.  The 
trenches  for  the  reception  of  the  night  soil,  and  the  larger  ones  for  burying 
dead  animals  in,  are  all  that  could  be  desired,  are  at  a  safe  distance  from  the 
camp,  and  in  every  respect  satisfactory. 


(Signed)        H. 


S.  SPKNCEU, 

Medical  Officer, 


MAKEKING. 
Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  31st,  1901. 


Men.       Women. 

687          1,288 
164             440 

Children. 

1,310 

610 

17 

10 
16 

Men. 

ti.jl        ; 
Hi 

Women.  .  Childrou. 

1 

In  Camp,  August  Ist,  1901 
Arrivals 
Births 

1,728       .    2,ir:i 
18              26 

Tleparturcs    ..          ..          .• 
Deatlm          

28                7 
4               II 

_             -_ 

— 

lu  Caiup,  A  i^iiKt  31st,  1901      . . 

819 

1,71(»          2,147 

SICK    IN   CAMP. 

.  — - 

•• 

Men. 

Woiner 

1.            CLildmi. 

Week  enJin^'  August  2nd,  1901 

9th,  1901 

„      I6tb,  1901 

-•  '       „            ■    „     23rd;  1901 

•*   0                    •   •       -              •  •       -    ' 

12 

9 
7 
8 

■   27 
16 
11 
35 

4(^ 

2n 

Vh 
61    " 
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DEATHS. 


'Under  1  month 

.  Between  1  month  and  1  year 
,,         1  year  and  I'i  years 
„       12  jears  and  40  y ear« 
„      40  yeaitl  and  50  years 

hO  years  and  over 


Men,  Women.  Children. 


Total  .. 


•  •         •  • 


11. 


•6 
2 

8 


8 

~. 

2 



1 



.16 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  UNDER  HEADS  OF  CAUSES. 


No. 


Measles     . .          . .          . ,  — 

Diarrhoea  . .          . .          . .  — 

Dysentery . .          . .          . .  — 

Pnenmoaia  and  bronchitis  '  18 

Enteric      . .          . .          . .  4 


Whooping  conjsrh 
ludueuza. . 
Marasmus  •  • 

Heart  disease     • . 
Enteric  catarrh  . . 


No. 


—  ■  Consumption 
1  Croup     .. 

—  Stillborn 
1    '  Weakness 
1  , 


No. 


(Signed)        K.  L.  McCOWAT, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


To  the  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Pretoria. 


Burgher  Camp,  Mafeking,    \ 

August,  1901. 


General  Report  for  the  Month  of  August,   1901. 

Climate. — Like  the  previous  month  the  weather  here  has  been  anyt'liing 
but  favourable  for  the  people,  high  winds  and  dust  storms  being  the  ord^r  of 
the  day,  and  unfortunately  as  yet  we  have  not  had  any  rain,  so  that  ncBany 
minor  ailments  continue  which  will  no  doubt  disappear  as  soon  as  the  Hong 
spell  of  dry  weather  is  fairly  broken. 

Food  Supply.— During  the  month  the  food  has  continued  'good.        The 
'supply  of  fresh  meat  from  captured  stock  though  good  was  during  the      last 
week  of  the  month  difficult  to  obtain,  on  account  of  the  interruption  oi^.  the 
railway  between  here  and  Kimberley.  >   

Rations. — The  average  daily  number  of  rations  issued  has  been  to  :amcn, 
women,  and  children,  3,500. 

Arrivals. — The  number  of  refugees  received  into  the  camp  for  the  imonth 
is  1,280.  Of  these  703  arrived  on  the  12th  inst.  from  Taungs,  and  442  from 
Lichtenburg  on  the  26th  inst.  Unfortunately  some  of  those  from  Ta.unjj8 
were  suffering  from  measles,  typhoid,  and  dysentery,  and  conseqixently 
infected  the  camp  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mortalitv  has  been  greatly 
incrcHBed.  and,  as  the  medical  officer  informs  me,  is  likely  to  be  very  much 
more  so.  These  people  were  brought  here  in  the  above  condition  betwe^^^  t'^^ 
hours  of  10  p.m.  and  1  a.m. 

Departures. — During  the  month  45  people  left  the  camp,  some  for*    other 
camp'*  and  others  having  obtained  employment. 
.     Dtathsr. — The  number  of  deaths  lor  the  month  is  as  follows  : — 


Men 

Women 

Children 


4 
II 
16 


— making  a  total  of  31.     It  will  be  seen  that  18  of  these  died  from  pneoi^*'^^^ 
and  tronchftisr 
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Hospital. — In  my  lost  report  I  informed  you  that  I  intended  increasing 
the  accommodation  by  adding  to  the  present  ward,  but*  as  timber  and  canvas 
have  not  arrived  from  the  coast,  and  not  likely  to  for  some  time  to  come,  I 
have  provided  for  the  increased  requirements  by  putting  up  three  additional 
maixjuees.  This  wiU  give  an  additional  six  beds  for  vromen  and  1 2  for  tlie 
men,  which  is  sufficient  for  the  present. 

On  the  2 1st  Nurses  Merry  and  Gaudie  arrived  here  from  Cape  Town 
and  commenced  duty  the  following  day. 

Clothing. — The  clothing  purchased  locally  arrived  here  on  the  28th  inst. 
I  have  also  to  report  that  Mrs.  Gleeson,  the  Camp  Matron,  arrived  on  the 
3l8t  and  will  begin  her  duties  at  once.  Her  services  are  much  needed  here, 
and  at  a  later  date  I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  good  progress  in  dealing  with 
the  clothing  of  the  destitute. 

Wood  Supply, — Compared  with  the  previous  month  the  supply  of  wood 
has  been  excellent,  and  due  greatly  to  obtaining  special  trains  to  bring  same 
from  Ootsi  and  other  places  north  of  this,  which  has  enabled  me  to  not  only 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  increased  population  but  have  now  on  hand  a 
reserve  of  about  100  tons.  This  reserve  is,  however,  small  nnd,  if  possible, 
will  be  increased  during  September  to  200  tons  to  provide  for  contingencies. 

School  Accommodation. — As  in  the  case  of  the  hospital,  material  for 
extension  of  the  present  building  has  not  been  available,  consequently  I  have 
put  up  a  marquee  to  admit  of  more  pu])ils  being  able  to  attend  school  and 
take  advantage  of  the  free  education  offered.  The  scliool  was  reopened  on 
the  19th  inst.  by  Mr.  D.  S.  Lombard,  Schoolmaster,  who  is  assisted  by  two 
young  ladies,  all  of  them  being  refugees.  Enclosed  herewith  I  send  you  liis 
I'eport  for  the  month,  which  shows  the  average  weekly  attendance  to  bti 
136*5  ;  the  number  of  pupils  on  tlie  roU  being  143. 

Visitor's. — On  the  6th  inst.  Mr.  N.  J.  Scholtz,  In8;;ector  of  Camps,  visited 
this  camp  and  left  after  inspecting  same  on  the  10th. 

The  Ladies' Commission  arrived  here  on  the  19th  and  spent  two  day«, 
partly  in  discussing  camp  business  and  partly  in  visiting  and  inspecting  the 
same. 

With  regard  to  the  visit  of  the  former  I  hope  that  he  was  able  to  give 
a  iavourable  report  on  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  camp  and  on  the 
camp'itself.  lieferring  to  the  latter,  I  trust  the  ladies  were  satisfied  with 
theif  visit,  as  every  facility  was  given  for  them  to  obtain  a  clear  idea  of  bow 
the  people  in  the  camp  are  treated,  not  only  with  regard  to  rations  but 
housing,  medical  attendance,  hospital  treatment,  free  schooling,  and  other 
matters  of  detail. 

(Signed)        L.  McCOWAT/ 

Superintendent. 
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NYLSTROOM. 
Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  31st,  1901. 


Men. 

191 

40 

Women. 

639 
41 

I  Children. 

1 

Men. 

1  Women. 

i 

Ohildi'en. 

I 
In  Camp,  Angufit  1st,  1901 
Arrivals 
Births           

791 
(JO 

8 

•281 
13 

1 

580 
44 

859 

Depnrtiires 

Deaths          

9 
4 

82 
12 

43 
1        '' 

138 

i 

—              — 

In  Camp,  August  3l8t,  1901     . . 

1 

218 

I      586 

721 

SICK   IN    CAMP. 


Week  ending  Angast  2nd,  1901 

9tb,  1901 

„      16tb,  1901 

„      23rd,  1901 

„      30th,  1901 


Men. 


9 
10 

(\ 
12 
13 


Women. 

Childreii. 

25 

148 

15 

139 

18 

124 

29 

92 

26 

65 

DEATHS. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„         I  year  and  12  years 
,,       12  years  and  40  years 
,,       40  years  and  50  years 

50  renrs  and  over 


Total 


Men» 


Women. 


14 


14 


Children. 


3 

7 
84 


94 


NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  UNDER  HEADS  OF  CAUSES, 


'    'I 
No.  I 


^Jeasles  and  pneumonia . .  98 

Diarrliooa  ♦ .          . .          •  •  1 

Dysentery. .          • .          . ,  !  — ■ 

I'noiimonia  and  bronchitis  i  7 


Enteric   •  *         •  • 
Whooping  cough 
'   Influenza.  •  •  • 

,  Marasmus  .. 


No  J 


No, 


. . !    3  1  Heart  disease    •  •  . .  1 

, .    —   j  Malaria  « •         « •  . .  1 

• ,    —  ;,  Senility  .  •         . .  » •  1 

3   '  Ptterpeml  fever. .  «.  1 


(Signed)        HENKY  COOKE, 

Comp  Snperintenclent. 
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Burgher  Camp^  Nylstrvom, 

September  Ist,  1901      - 
To  Geneml  Superintendent, 
Pretoria. 

There  is  little  to  add  to  my  July  report  regarding  arrangements  for 
nursii^  the  sick^  hospital  accmnmodation,  medical  attendance,  dispensing,  Sic. 

1  ne  camp  matron,  Miss  Casaidy,  has  a  staff  of  three  probationers,  and  a 
proper  systen;!  of  camp  visiting  is  daily  ji^rfprnted.  The  camp  matron  has 
also  distnbuted  articles  of  clothing  and  qther  necessaries  which  have  been 
provided  by  this  department  for  free  issue.  The  epidemic  of  measles  which 
has  prevailed  throughout  the  camp  is  now  practically  at  an  end,  but  a 
considerable  number  of  malaria  cases  have'  been*  reported,  and  are  receiving 
attention  at  the  hands  of  the  medical  officer. 

Medical  comforts  have  been  distributed  without  restriction. 

Sanitation. — Every  precaution  is  taken  in  these  matters,  and  a  daily 
system  of  removing  rubbish.  &c.,  is  in  operation. 

Churches. — A  Sunday  school  has  been  started  by  one  of  the  deacons  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  is  largely  attended. 

Schools. — ^A  day  school  is  now  in  working  order,  and  is  attended  by 
about  150. children.  There  are  three  teachers  at  present,  selected  from  the 
refugees. 

Poynton's  store  lias  been  stocked  with  suitable  supplies,  and  many  of  the 
i-efugees  are  in  a  position  to  purchase  clothing  and  luxuries  of  various  kinds. 

Wood-cutting  has  given  employment  to  a  considerable  number  of  the 
men  in  camp,  at  a  daily  wage  of  2.^.  During  the  month  40  (forty)  trucks  of 
firewood  were  despatched  to  other  refugee  camps. 

(Signed)        HENRY  COOKE, 

Superintendent. 


PIETERSBURG. 

Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  31st,  1901. 


Women, 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  Angust  Ist,  1901 
Arrivals 
Births           •  •         •  • 

f 

..        894 
156 

1,079 
235 

1.334 

299 

21 

1,050 
55 

i 

;  1,314 

63 

1,654 
187 

Departures  «• 
Deaths          •  •         •  • 

39 

..;        16 

.  19 

38 
149 

•  •        """" 

— 

In  Camp,  Angust  Slst,  1901 

995 

'    1,251 

! 

1,467 

SICK    IN    CAMP. 


Week  ending  August  2iii].  lOol  . .  . .  • . 

Dth,  1901 

„  „       IGtb,  1901 

„      23rd,  1901 

„      80th,  1901 


Men. 


122 

lib 

99 

87 

03 


Wo 


171 
168 
1.33 
103 
119 


**i  ^^aia  1 


Children. 


■407 

263 
2U5 
217 
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DEATHS. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
y,         1  year  and  12  years 
„       12  years  and  40  years 
„       40  years  and  50  years 

60  years  and  over 

Total   •. 


Men. 


11 
3 


16 


Women. 


16 
1 


19 


Ghild^n. 


21 
122 


149 


NUMBER    OP    DEATHS    UNDER    HEADS    OF    CAUSES. 


No. 

60 
41 
6 
7 
8 
1 
1 
21 
1 



No. 

• 
1             •                                       

N«. 

— . 

Measles — ^bronchitis        .  • 
,,        pneumonia 
,,         croup    .• 

Diarrhoea  . . 

Mi^asles — diarrhoea 
„        parturition 
-    „         debility 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

Measles — ^asthenia 

Congenital  debility 

Phthisis 

Convulsiona 

Whooping  cough            . . 

Bronchitis  — cardiac 

failure 
Influenza — pneumonia . . 
i  Dentition — convulsions 
Marasmus           •  •         •  • 

6 

1 
I 

1 

1 
1 
7 

Senile  decay 

Croup     . .         •  •         •  • 

Heart  disease    « •         ^. 

3Ialaria  ..      ..."       T. 

,,       —debility      ;,^. 

\        „      -^diarrhoMi      »• 

j         , ,      — pneumoma  ^  • . 

1  Grastro-enteritis. . 

1 

-2 

2  . 

1 

8 
5 

(Signed) 


E.    TUCKER, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Pietershurg^ 

August  3 1st,  1901. 

Monthly  Rei»ort. 

General. — This  camp  is  practically  unchanged  since  laist  report,  the 
accommodation  being  as  follows  : — Nine  E.P.  tents,  50  large  marquees, 
29  medium-sized  marquees,  and  760  bell  tents,  of  which  three  marquees  and 
100  bell  tents  are  not  in  use.  A  wire  fence  has  been  erected  rotmd  thfe 
hospital  and  also  round  the  store  tents. 

Water. — The  water  supply  in  Sand  Hiver  continues  good  and  sufficient, 
and  precautions  are  taken  against  it  being  rendered  unwholesome.  The  camp 
is  siipplied  by  wagons  carrying  casks ;  24  loads  per  day  are  delivered  into 
three  i,000-gallon  tanks  placed  in  convenient  spots  for  drawing.  All  washing 
is  done  below  the  part  of  the  river  where  the  wagons  are  filled. 

Fuel. — Coal  is  supplied  regularly  from  the  Tyne  Valley  Colliery,  Springs, 
and  is  distributed,  with  wood,  to  all  the  inmates  of  the  camp.  Burgher 
wagons  are  sent  out  once  a  week  to  fetch  wood. 

Sanitary, — This  department  is  carefully  attended  to  by  a  refugee  of 
repute,  assisted  by  two  white  men  and  12  natives.  The  latrines  ^ure  cleaaed 
twice  every  day,  and  the  buckets  are  washed  and  disinfected.  Fresh  sand  is 
spread  on  the  floors  of  the  latrines  periodically.  The  night  soil  is  carted 
away  a  long  distance  in  casks  on  wagons,  and  deposited  in  trenches,  which  are 
covered  in  when  necessary,  and  fresh  ones  made«  Ashes  and  sweepings  frofix 
tents  are  carted"  oft  daily,  and  deposited  some  distance  from  camp. 

Food. — The  supply  of  food  has  been  good,  and  the  additional  issue  of 
1  lb.  of  rice  and  an  extra  pound  of  meat  per  week,  which  has  been  authorised, 
ha^  Jbeenjgajich  appreciateoL     The  meat  supply  has  been  rather  lean,  but  great 
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feare'h^  taken  tHat  onhr  liealthy  animals  are  slaughtered.  Six  refugees  of 
experience  are  told  off  to  examine  all  animals  before  killing,  and  if  they 
oondlder  the  animal  sick  it  is  removed  to  the  sick  cattle  camp.  The  same 
men  examine  the  carcases  after  killing,  and  should  they  condemn  any  carcase, 
it  is  at  once  buried. 

Hospital. — Five  E,P.  tents  are  utilised  for  hospital  purposes,  in  which 
there  are. 25  beds  in  use.  The  whole  is  in  the  charge  of  the  matron,  Miss  K. 
Webb,  nursing  sister,  Army  Reserve,  assisted  by  Mies  Pomeroy,  lately  a  nurse 
at  the  Plague  Hospital,  Cape  Town,  five  probationers,  one  male  refugee,  and 
^wo  coloured  boys.  The  washing  is  done  by  two  coloured  girls.  Quantities 
of  soup  are  made  daily,  and  distributed  to  sick  people  and  others  requiring 
nourishment. 

Camp  Stewa'fHiess. — Mis.  Pittendreigh,  the  camp  stewardess,  is  in  charge 
of  all  outside  nursing,  medical  comforts,  and  clothing.  The  camp  is  divided 
into  12  sections,  and  a  line  matron  is  appointed  from  among  the  refugees  for 
eacA  s^tion.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  line  matron  to  visit  each  tent  in  her 
respective  section  every  day,  to  enforce  cleanliness,  and  report  cases  of 
sickne^  or  destitution  to  the  camp  stewardess.  The  camp  stewardess  in  turn 
gives  the  medical  officer  a  list  of  people  requiring  his  attendance,  and  looks  to 
their  other  requirements  herself.  In  cases  where  whole  families  are  laid  up, 
^.special  nurse  is  appointed  to  wait  on  them  until  some  are  fit  to  attend  on 
tke  otiiers.  Medical  comforts  are  issued  to  those  requiring  same  on  the 
medical  officers  order.  All  clothing  for  distribution  is  in  the  custody  of  the 
camp  stewardess,  and  she  only  issues  it  alter  personally  investigating  cases. 
A  great  deal  of  material  has  been  purchased  fi-om  Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers, 
in  addition  to  parcels  received  lor  free  distribution  from  various  sources,  as 
the  women  and  children  here  are  very  badly  off  for  clothing,  and  usually  have 
only  what  is  on  their  backs.  The  following  materials  have  been  distributed 
during  the  month  : — 1,701  yards  flannelette,  804  yards  calico,  2,598^  yards 
prints,  73  yards  galatea,  165  yards  cashmere  and  dress  materials,  836  yards 
cottonade,  Ac,  for  boys'  clothing,  334  yards  shirting,  101  'pairs  stockings, 
5i>6  reels  cotton,  67  pairs  boots,  1  suit  for  boy,  3  boys'  jackets,  9  boys'  hats 
and  caps,  12  yards  merino,  2  shirts. 

Inspenser. — The  dispenser  attends  to  the  doctor's  prescriptions,  and 
supervises  the  mixing  and  issuing  of  milk  to  children  and  invalids  who  have 
orders  for  it. 

Treatment  of  Sick. — The  doctor  attends  at  his  surgery  every  morning  and 
examines  patients.  He  also  takes  messages,  and  receives  the  report  of  the 
camp  stewardess.  The  rest  of  his  time  is  spent  in  visiting  sick  in  tents  and 
in  the  hospital. 

r  Local  Committees. — There  are  no  local  conmiittees  visiting  in  this  camp, 
owing,  perhaps,  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  residents  of  Piev^^rsburg 

are  awsby. 

Medical  Comforts. — These  consist  of  pearl  barley,  majzena,  milk,  meat 
eL^tr^cts,  brandy,  port  wine,  arrov^root,  butter,  jam,  tea,  cornflour,  Quaker  oats, 
cocoa,  &c.,  and  are  issued  on  orders  from  the  medical  oflScer  to  those  who 
require  them.  Candles  are  issued  in  the  same  manner  to  those  who  have 
sickness. 

.   .  JBlankeU.— Great  nimibers  of  blankets  have  been  issued  to  people  who 
avtjyp^  in  camp  quite  destitute  in  this  respect. 

Public  Worship. — The  Kev,  D.  J.  Kriel  conducts  service  in  a.laig^ 
iiiarquee  for  the  Boer  refugees,  and  Mr,  Pienai\r  conducts  service  for  the 
^lourfd  burghers  in  the  open  air  at  Commandant  Buys  s  Camp. 

School. — School  was  started  in  a  krge  marquee  by  Air.  J.  J.  Scott, 
i\i^isted  by  two  other  refugees,  with  120  scholars.  Since  then  Mr.  O'Malley, 
of  the  Education  Department,  has  arrived,  and  two  more  tents  have  heen 
ulaced  at  his  disposal.  The  number  attending  school  is  now  over  300.  The 
•^glish  language  is  being  taught  and  the  parents  are  very  well  satisfied. 
With  the  kind  assistance  of  the  Provost-Marshal  enough  benches,  blackboards, 
Ac,  were  secured  from  the  village  to  carry  on  with*  pending  the  arrival  ol 
intitjBrialfov  making  more.  \.''\ 

Poyntofi  Brothers'  Store. -^The  shop  of  Messrs.  Poynton  Brothers  is  well 
pf^ttf^ij^ed}  and  every  time  they  have  a  consignnient  of  goods  arrive  the  store 
leb^ieged  by  people  eager  to  purchase.     The  goods  mostly  sought* after  are 
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clothing  and  luxuries,  such  as  sweets,  Chinese  tigs,  tinned  fish,  preserved 
ginger,  &c. 

Live  Stock. — The  burgliers  have  a  great  many  cattle,  sheep,  and  donkeys. 
These  graze  in  the  vicinity  of  camp,  and  are  guarded  by  an  armed  cattle 
guard  formed  by  the  burghers  themselves. 

Coloured  Burghers. — CJommandflnt  Buys  with  his  party  are  camped  near 
the  main  camp,  and  give  no  trouble,  as  they  behave  themselves  welL 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  has  been  16  men,  19  women,  and 
149  children  white,  and  four  children  coloured.  The  epidemic  of  measles 
continued  this  month,  and  was  followed  by  pneumonia  and  bronchitis.  This 
43aused  many  deaths  in  families  previously  affected  by  malaria.  The  medical 
officer's  report  attached  hereto  deals  more  fully  with  this  subject. 

Births. — There  have  been  21  births  in  camp  during  the  month. 

Desertion. — There  have  been  no  cases  of  desertion  from  this  camp. 

Marriages. — Three  marriages  were  solemnised  in  camp  during  the  month. 

Registration, — There  being  no  magistrate  in  Pietersburg  the  registration 
of  births  and  deaths  is  done  in  this  office. 

Inspection. — Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  Honorary  Consulting  Surgeon  to 
H.B.M.'s  Forces,  visited  this  camp  on  10th  and  11th  inst.,  and  reported 
on  it. 

Gardening. — A  wall  has  been  made  across  the  Sand  River,  and  sufficient 
water  diverted  to  irrigate  some  land  adjoining  camp  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  vegetable  garden.  Ground  has  been  tilled  and  manured,  and  a  variety  of 
seed  has  been  sown  to  raise  vegetables  for  camp  use. 

Military. — The  military  authorities  give  me  every  assistance  and  support 
in  all  matters  requiring  their  co-operation. 

Sta^^. — The  staff  are  very  painstaking  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  give  satisfaction. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        J.  E,  TUOKEB/ 

Superintendent. 


Burgher  Cawi/>,  Pietersburg^ 

August  31st,  lyOl. 

Monthly  Medical  Keport. 

Climate. — The  weather  during  the  past  month  has  been  fairly  good. 
During  the  first  week  we  had  rather  cold  nights,  but  in  the  latter  portion  of 
the  month  (with  some  few  exceptions)  it  has  been  wax-m  during  the  day  with 
not  very  cold  nights  as  heretofore. 

Diseases  Affecting  the  Camp. — Malaria.— We  have  very  few  re-attacks 
of  malaria. 

Influenza  has  been  prevalent,  but  not  of  a  very  severe  type 

Measles.— 'The  epidemic  of  measles  (as  mentioned  in  my  last  report) 
reached  its  maximum  at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  remained  so  for 
about  a  week.  It  then  gradually  decreased,  and  at  the  present  time  we  only 
get  a  few  cases  per  diem,  chiefly  amongst  refugees  who  have  recently  arrived, 
and  who,  living  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  camp,  were  practically  isolated  and 
amongst  people  who  have  already  had  the  disease  in  Irene.  The  cases  are  also 
of  a  milder  type,  and  the  deaths  now  recorded  are  chiefly  those  who  have  been 
convalescent  and  then  get  chest  complications  or  diarrhoea  and,  being  debilitated, 
have  succumbed. 

Dia'i^hcea. — This  disease  has  occuired  as  a  sequelse  of  the  measles  and 
malaria,  and  is  generally  chronic  in  character.  Diarrhoea  alone  has  caused 
seven  deaths,  and  chiefly  occurred  in  children  debilitated  by  some  previous 
illness.  Despite  the  issue  of  medical  comforts,  such  as  milk,  inaizen^i.arrow* 
root,  &<i.,  for  use  in  these  cases,  and  the  instructions  given  as  to  dieting,  it  is 
nothing  unusual  to  find  the  children  being  fed  on  the  same  food  as  their 
parents,  as  well  as  receiving  a  bbare  of  afiy  luxury  going,  such  ae  sardines, 
'sweets,  &c. 
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•  Pneumonia. — During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  we  have  had  a  large 
number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  in  adults,  and,  from  its  occurring  in  two  members 
of  the  same  family  in  several  instances,  would  lead  one  to  infer  that  it 
was  of  an  epidemic  or  infectious  type,  more  especially  as  at  the  time  of  its 
occurrence  the  climatic  conditions  were  good  and  the  extremes  of  temperature 
(so  favourable  to  pneumonia)  were  not  great. 

Independent  of  the  diseases  above  recorded  the  health  of  the  camp  is 
good,  and  we  have  no  cases  of  illness  depending  on  local  causes,  such  as  bad 
water,  insanitation,  &c. 

The  water  supply  remains  good,  and  the  sanitary  work  is  well  looked 
after. 

Statistics  of  deaths,  births,  &c.,  have  been  forwarded. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Signed)        DANIEL   HENDERSON,' 

Medical  Officer. 


POTCHEFSTROOM. 


Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  31st,  1901. 


1     Men. 

1 

Women. 

2,645 

86 

Children. 

3,417 

121 

15 

Men. 

1,150 
9 

Women. 

2,731 
19 

Children. 

In  Camp,  August  Ist,  1901 

Arrivals 

Births           

.'    1,082 
.,        68 

3,553 
51 

Departures 

Deaths          

.'          1 

8 

2 

17 

12 
39 

1 

In  Camp,  August  31st,  1901      . 

1,141 

2,712 

3,502 

SICK    IN    CAMP. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


Week  ending  August  9th,  1901 
„  ] 6th,  1901 
„  23rd,  1901 
„      30th,  1901 


7 
4 
7 


47 
36 
21 
34 


67 
86 
43 
56 


DEATHS. 


Men. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„         1  year  and  12  years  i 

„       12  years  and  40  years  

„      40  years  und  50  years  

50  years  and  over     • .  . .  . .  •  •  •  • ; 

Total 

(7925)  "  ~ 


6 
3 


Women. 


14 
1 
2 


17 


Childrea. 


L 

9 

28 


38 
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NUMBER    OF    DEATHS    UNDER    HEADS    OF    CAUSES. 


AT  eables     •  • 

Diarrhoea  . . 

Dysentery . . 

Pneumonia  and  broncliitis 

Convnlsions 

Enteric 


No. 


No. 


1 


.1 


15  '  General  decay    . . 

8  '  Whooping  cough  . .  |  —   ' 

1  I  Inanition  ••  •• '     3  , 

13      Influenza..  .•  .  •  ^     1 

4  I  Marasmus  ••  ••    —  >] 

12  I  Phthisis '     2  , 


Laryngitis 
Heart  disease    •  • 
Croup     . . 
Fever      . ,  •  • 

Gastro  catarrli  . . 


No, 


(Signed)        J.  SWART, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camp,  Potchefstroom, 

September  1st,  1*.>01. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps,  Pretoria. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  principal  event  of  interest  in  this  camp  during  the  past  month  was 
the  removal  of  the  camp  from  the  old  site  to  the  west  of  the  town,  to  the 
new  site  on  the  east  across  the  river.  The  removal  was  commenced  on 
Monday  the  19th,  and  completed  yesterday,  Saturday,  x4.ugust  3 1st.  Only 
a  few  tents  remained  on  the  old  site,  and  these  were  left  by  the  doctors 
orders  on  account  of  the  illness  of  the  occupants,  but  will  be  removed  in  a 
day  or  two. 

The  new  site  is  on  very  nice  sloping  ground  composed  of  gravel,  an  ideal 
spot  for  a  camp,  while  the  old  camp  was  on  perfectly  level  ground,  which  was 
in  parts  very  marshy.  The  centre  of  this  camp  is  300  yards  from  the  Mooi 
River,  and  a  grand  stream  of  water  runs  just  below  the  camp.  The  people 
can  cross  this  stream,  and  do  their  washing  in  the  river. 

This  moving  naturally  entailed  a  large  amount  of  work,  as  new  stores, 
latrines,  ovens,  fireplaces,  &c.,  had  to  be  built.  The  bricks  required  for  this 
work  were  made  just  below  the  camp. 

The  furrows  for  draining  the  place  properly  have  nearly  all  been  completed, 
and  it  is  expected  that  within  a  week  everything  in  the  new  camp  will  be  in 
perfect  order. 

The  health  of  the  camp  has  much  improved,  most  of  the  cases  of  illness 
occurring  among  the  people  who  have  lately  arrived  in  camp.  Measles,  except 
among  the  new-comers,  has  completely  disappeared. 

Several  days  during  the  month  tinned  meat  had  to  be  issued,,  as  the 
stock  became  so  poor  as  to  be  unfit  for  killing.  Within  the  last  few  days, 
however,  some  sheep  came  in  that  were  in  fairly  good  condition. 

Since  the  High  Commissioners  Proclamation  No.  17  of  1901,  a  good 
many  women  have  forwarded  letters  to  their  husbands  asking  them  to  come 
in  and  lay  down  their  arms.  These  letters  were  handed  to  the  Assistant  • 
Provost  Marshal,  who  has  done  his  best  to  get  them  delivered.  A  few  men 
came  in  lately,  and,  according  to  their  talk,  a  considerable  number  may  be 
expected  before  the  15th  instant. 

They  also  appear  to  dislike  the  idea  of  their  wives  being  sent  away,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  this  has  more  to  do  with  their  coming  in  than  anything  else. 

Schools. — There  has  been  a  very  much  better  attendance  at  the  schools 
this  last  month,  and  we  are  trying  to  get  more  accommodation  in  the  new 
camp.  I  have  put  up  one  place  66  feet  by  25  feet,  which  will  be  utilised  as 
a  school  during  the  week  and  on  Sundays  for  Church  services. 

Clmplain. — The  Rev.  Steytler  arrived  here  during  the  month,  and  holds 
daily  services  in  camp,  drawing  large  congregations. 

The  behaviour  of  my  charges  for  the  month  under  review  has  been  very 
good.  I  have  hardly  heard  a  grumble,  and  when  we  take  into  consideration 
the  diflSculties  attending  the  removal  from  one  camp  to  another  it  is  a  most 
gratifying  sign. 
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The  question  of  clothing  these  people  is  about  the  only  one  that  is 
causing  any  complaints,  and  the  arrival  of  a  camp  matron,  who  will  see  to  the 
distribution,  is  being  eagerly  looked  forward  to. 

The  supplies  have  come  very  well  forward,  and  there  is  a  very  good 
stock  on  hand. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)        J.  SWAUT, 

Superintendent. 


STANDEETON. 
Statistic AJ?  Return  for  Month  ending  August  3l8t,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  Aagast  l&t,  1901 

Arrivals        

Births           . .          . .          . . 

"591     ■ 
64 

1,115 
140 

1,290 

197 

20 

655 
33 

1,265 
40 

1,507 

Departures   . .     '    . . 
Deaths          

27 
6 

32 

8 

31 
16 

— 

— 

— 

In  Camp,  Aagost  31st,  1901     . . 

622 

1,215 

1,460 

SICK    IN    CAMP. 


Week  ending  Augnst  2nd,  1901 
„  9th.  1901 
„  16th,  1901 
„  28rd.  1901 
„      30th,  1901 


Men. 


4 
3 
2 

1 
1 


Women. 


12 

12 

9 

12 

8 


Children. 


11 
10 
19 
20 
20 


DEATHS. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„         1  year  and  12  years 
„       12  years  and  40  years 
„      40  years  and  60  years 

50  years  and  over 


Total 


Men. 


4 
2 


Women. 


Children. 


3 
3 

10 


16 


NUMBER 

OF 

DEATHS    UNDER 

HEADS 

OB"    CAUSES. 

No.; 
~~  i 

2   1 

3 

1 

I 

1 

Ko 
2 

1 



No. 

Measles 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery, .          . .          . . 
Pneamonia  and  bronchitis 
Enteiic 

Whooping  congli 
Influenza.  • 
Marasmus 
Heart  disease 

•  • 

Senile  decay 
Gastro  enteritis. . 
Acute  laryngitis 
Maliiria 

2 

1 
1 
I 

(Signed) 


(7925) 


FRANK    WINFIELD, 

Camp  Superintendent. 

3  C  2  /-  T 

Digitized  by  VjjOOQIC 


380 


Burgher  Camp,  Staiiderton. 
The  Greneral  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Pretoria. 
Sir, 

I  beg  now  to  hand  you  my  report  on  this  camp  for  the  month  of  August. 

Arrangements  for  Treatment  of  Sick. — As  stated  in  my  last  report  the 
hospital  will  be  removed  to  another  and  more  suitable  area  ;  this  move  vsdll  be 
carried  out  upon  the  completion  of  the  building  being  erected  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  resident  medical  officer  and  his  staff.  A  wire  fence  has  been 
erected,  enclosing  the  new  hospital  area,  and  this  will,  I  think,  be  an  improve- 
ment, keeping  the  hospital  ground  more  secluded.  The  committees  that  have 
been  formed  for  visiting  the  sick  in  their  tents  are  doing  their  work  as  usual. 

Hospital  Staff. — The  hospital  staff  now  consists  of  Dr.  Pearse,  the 
resident  medical  officer ;  the  matron,  Mrs.  Barratt ;  the  dispenser,  Mr. 
Watkins  ;  and  about  15-girl  probationers,  besides  natives.  The  probationers, 
.the  matron  reports,  are  doing  their  work  very  satisfactorily.  It  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  form  any  other  nursing  organisation  up  to  the  present 
time. 

Medical  Comforts. — These  have  been  issued  dui-ing  the  month  as  recom- 
mended by  the  medical  officer,  and  consisted  of  milk,  meat  extracts,  brandy, 
wine,  arrowroot,  biscuits,  butter,  cornflour,  cocoa,  macaroni,  oatmeal,  patent 
barley,  rice,  tea,  Bengers  food,  sago,  tapioca,  Quaker  oats,  flavouring  essence, 
&c.  Besides  these  the  following  goods  have  been  issued,  sent  by  the  Relief 
Committee,  Cape  Town  : — 

1  casemaizena,  3  cases  castor  oil,  2  cases  marrowfat,  14  cases  soap,  5  cases 
dates,  8  casks  rolled  oats,  6  bags  split  peas,  8  cases  milk,  1  packet  jellies, 
6  boxes  candles,  4  bags  beans,  6  bags  rice,  2  cases  Chamberlain's  mixture 
cholic  M.,  2  cases  brandy,  1  case  compressed  vegetables,  1  bag  sugar,  1  box 
dried  peaches,  2  small  bags  rice,  1  case  sweet  potatoes,  1  small  bag  peas, 
1  small  bag  beans,  1  case  oranges. 

In  addition  to  these  and  the  ordinary  medical  comforts  a  special  daily 
issue  of  240  tins  of  condensed  milk  is  being  made,  all  young  children  in  camp 
ieceiving  a  daily  milk  ration.  This  very  liberal  supply  of  milk  to  all  young 
children  as  authorised  by  the  Government  will,  I  think,  prove  very  beneficial, 
and  will  tend  very  considerably  to  improve  the  health  of  our  infantile 
population. 

Facilities  for  Public  Worship. — The  usual  Sunday  afternoon  divine 
services  have  been  continued  during  the  month  under  the  direction  of  the 
Rev.  Theunissen,  and  the  attendance  has  been  good.  With  regard  to  a 
resident  spiritual  adviser  to  the  refugees  of  this  camp,  I  have  received  an 
application  from  a  Rev.  Mr.  Esslen,  at  present  in  Natal,  and  this  letter  has 
been  forwarded  to  head  office  for  consideration.  Should  you  approve  of  this 
gentleman's  appointment  to  this  camp,  it  will  be,  I  think,  beneficial  to  the 
refugees  to  have  a  resident  pastor,  especially  to  officiate  at  interments,  all  our 
burials  being  at  present  connected  by  an  ordinary  burgher  refugee  who 
receives  no  remuneration  for  his  services. 

Distribution  of  Clothing  and  Blankets,  &c. — The  following  goods  received 
from  the  Relief  Committee,  Cape  Town,  have  been  distributed  : — 2  cases 
drapery,  1  bag  clothing,  9  cases  clothing,  4  bales  blankets,  1  case  books, 
envelopes,  and  paper,  4  cases  books,  1  bale  flannelette,  print,  and  laces,  1  bag 
boots  and  shoes,  1  bag  clothing,  1  case  shoemakers'  tools,  1  bundle  leather, 
In  addition  to  this  distribution,  two  bales  of  blankets  have  been  issued  by  me, 
besides  other  articles  of  clothing  to  very  needy  people,  principally  those 
brought  in  by  the  various  columns. 

Condition  of  People  Ai*riving  in  Camp. — The  condition  of  refugees  who 
arrived  during  the  month  was  much  as  usual,  there  being,  however,  a  few 
very  destitute  cases ;  these  received  prompt  relief  upon  arrival  in  the  camp. 

School  Accommodation. — Since  my  last  report  three  large  canvas  shelters 
have  been  added  to  the  four  marquees  for  the  school  accommodation.  The 
attendance  during  the  month  was  good,  as  you  will  see  by  the  head  master's 
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report,  which  I  have  requested  him  to  forward  as  usual  for  your  perusal.  T 
regret  that  the  school  had  to  be  closed,  for  a  few  days  only,  on  the  strong 
recommendation  of  the  resident  medical  officer,  owing  to  an  outbreak  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough  among  the  children  of  the  camp.  The  school 
was  closed  on  the  21st  of  the  month  and  re-opened  on  the  28th,  and  I  am 
pleased  to  say  this  epidemic  has  now  to  a  great  extent  subsided,  owing  to  the 
energy  of  our  medical  officer  and  his  staff. 

Sanitarji  Arrangements.— ^ThesQ  are  under  the  charge  of  a  refugee,  who 
is  assisted  by  a  staff  of  refugees  and  a  gang  of  natives.  In  view  of  the 
approaching  summer  every  precaution  is  being  taken  to  make  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  camp  as  perfect  as  possible.  This  is  a  difficult  matter,  as  the 
majority  of  the  Boer  refugees  have  not  the  remotest  idea  of  hygienic  rules,  and 
in  many  instances  they  seem  to  think  it  a  great  hardship  to  be  forced  to 
observe  the  most  simple  laws  of  sanitation.  I  insist,  however,  upon  the 
sanitary  rules  of  the  camp  being  observed  as  far  as  possible. 

Transport. — Since  writing  my  last  report,  our  transport  serv^ice  has  been 
increased  by  two  spans  of  oxen  and  one  span  of  mules,  received  from  the  local 
transport  officer  ;  although  I  was  glad  to  receive  this  addition  to  our  transport, 
equipment  I  must  report  on  the  very  bad  condition  of  these  animals,  they  were 
almost  too  poor  to  be  of  any  service,  and  since  their  arrival  several  have  died. 
Although  they  have  been  well  feared  for  and  covered  with  rugs  at  night  to 
protect  them  from  the  cold,  I  fear  more  of  them  will  succumb  from  sheer 
weakness,  especially  when  the  rainy  season  approaches. 

Accommodation. — There  is  ample  accommodation  for  the  refugees  in  this 
camp.  I  have  on  hand  sufficient  tents  to  accommodate  about  300  more 
people. 

Wire  Fencing. — The  wire  fencing  around  the  camp  has  now  been  com- 
pleted, as  ordered  by  the  General  Officer  Commanding  the  District. 

Stores. — The  supply  of  stores  coming  forward  during  the  month  has  been 
very  good,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality. 

Fuel. — Coal  and  firewood  have  been  coming  forward  regularly  from  time 
to  time,  and  the  quality  supplied  has  been  good. 

Water. — This  is  being  boiled  for  drinking  purposes  in  the  large  tanks 
mentioned  in  my  last  report. 

Climate. — ^The  weather  during  the  month  has  been  mild.  A  heavy  rain, 
the  first  of  the  season,  has  fallen. 

Buildings. — I  was  pleased  to  receive  from  head  office  plans  of  wood  and 
iron  buildings  to  be  erected  in  this  camp ;  these  will  be  a  great  acquisition, 
and  are  much  needed,  and  I  hope  soon  to  receive  this  building  material  from 
the  coast,  and  to  commence  the  erection  of  these  buildings. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  must  not  omit  to  make  mention  of  the 
assistance  and  courtesy  I  have  received  at  the  hands  of  the  military  authorities 
here,  and  the  resident  magistrate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        FRANK   WJNFIELD, 

Acting  Superintendent. 
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VEREENIGING. 
Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  Slst,  1901. 


In  Camp,  August  let,  1901 
Arrivals 
Births 


Departares 
Deaths 


In  Camp,  August  31st,  1901 


Men. 


178 


Women.    Children. 


Men.    *  Women. 


Children. 


341 


516 
1 


1 
4 


10 


10 
36 


184    i      344      I      517 
S    1        18 


.1 


46 


179  326 


471 


SICK   IX    CAMP. 


Men. 


Women.      ,       Ckildren. 


Week  ending  August    2Qd,  1901 

,,  „  9th,  1901 

]6th,  1901 

23rd,  1901 

„  „       30th,  1901 


3 

<t 

48 

7 

7 

125 

15 

32 

212 

13 

26 

160 

13 

24 

157 

DEATHS. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„         1  year  and  12  years 
„       12  years  and  40  years 
„       40  years  and  50  years 

50  years  and  over 


Total 


Men. 


4 


Women. 


Children. 


10 


1 

6 

29 


36 


NUMBER  OF   DEATHS   UNDE?,  HEADS   OF   CAUSES. 


1 
No. 

31 

7 

No. 

1 

1 
2 

No. 

Measles 

Diarrhoea  •  •          •  • 

Dysentery. . 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

Enteric 

Whooping  cough . . 

Influenza. . 
Marasmus 

Heart  disease     •  •          . « 
Phthisis  .• 
.  Convulsions      -  « • 

1 

CO      

Senile  decay 
Premature  birth 

Fits         

Croup     ..          •• 

i 

1 
2 
I 
1 

1 

(Signed)        A.    H.    BATES, 

Acting  Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burghei"  Camp,  Vereeniging, 

September  1st,  190L 
The  General  Superintendent, 
Pretoria. 

Monthly  Report  for  August. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  for  the  month  as  follows  : — 

1.  On  account  of  the  measles  epidemic  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  allow 
cases  to  be  treated  iti  th^ir  oWn  tents,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
inmates  of  camp,  but  where  the  doctor  has  deemed  it  necessary  such  patients 
have  been  removed  to  hospital. 

The  hospital  accommodation  consists  of  six  marquees,  accommodating 
36  patients ;  I  have  also  found  it  necessary  to  enlarge  the  hospital  kitchen, 
which  now  meets  requirements. 

2.  There  is  a  committee  of  five  refugee  women  who  have  a  tent-to-tent 
visitation,  and  have  to  report  to  one  of  the  sisters  all  cases  of  sickness.  She 
reports  to  the  doctor  and  with  him  visits  the  patients. 

3.  The  hospital  staff  consists  of  one  doctor,  three  nurses  (qualified),  threfe 
probationers,  two  dispensers,  and  day  and  night  orderlies. 

4.  Medical  comforts  were  issued  freely,  as  shown  on  enclosed  returns. 

5.  I  have  appointed  a  camp  matron  as  instructed  by  you,  and  have 
issued,  with  her  assistance,  during  the  month  230  blankets,  880  yards,  dress 
material,  59  pairs  women's  boots,  139  pairs  children's  boots,  65  yards 
shirting,  123  yards  cashmere,  93  pairs  women's  stockings,  60  pairs  children's 
stockings,  610  yards  flannelette,  92  suits  children's  clothing,  and  387  yards 
calico. 

Most  of  these  articles  have  been  supplied  by  the  Boer  Relief  Fund,  and 
some  from  voluntary  contributions  here. 

There  is  a  small  balance,  which  is  being  distributed  with  discretion  to  the 
most  indigent  people. 

6.  The  schoolroom  and  a  marquee  are  being  used  as  places  of  worship. 

7.  The  school  accommodation  consists  of  an  iron  building,  36  by  24,  and 
one  large  store  tent.  The  number  on  the  books  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month  was  238,  but  the  average  attendance  has  been  60.  Teachers*  staff : 
One  headmaster  in  charge  and  rour  lady  assistants. 

Night  school,  34,  but  attendance  averages  15  at  present. 
The  paucity  in  attendance  all  through  is  attributable  to  the  prevailing 
epidemic  of  measles. 

8.  The  sanitary  arrangements  are  the  ordinary  pail  system,  with  a  stool 
destructor  for  the  hospital. 

9.  Messrs.  Poynton's  Store  has  been  of  great  use  to  the  inmates  of  the 
camp  for  their  general  wants. 

10.  The  water  tank  boiler  is  working  satisfactorily,  and  is  of  great 
convenience  to  the  people. 

I  have  also  started  milk  and  soup  boilers.  The  milk  is  being  appreciated, 
and  I  am  at  present  distributing  about  150  bottles  per  day,  but  the  soup  i& 
only  being  taken  a£  present  by  a  few  people. 

11.  The  number  of  baking  ovens  for  camp  inmates  has  been  increased, 
and  these  are  giving  every  satisfaction. 

12.  A  bathroom  has  been  built  near  the  river,  and  as  summer  approaches 
no  doubt  the  inmates  of  the  camp  will  take  advantage  of  it. 

13.  The  police  who  were  employed  here  formerly  were  military  men 
detached  from  their  regiments  through  sickness  s^ijid  have  now  been  recalled  ; 
I  am  now  employing  men  who  are  inmates  of  the  camp,  and  these  are  giving 
every  satisfaction. 

I  re^et  the  increased  death  rate  of  the  camp,  but  this  is  entirely  owing 
to  the  epidemic  of  measles,  as  shown  from  enclosed  statistical  returns. 
I  enclose  Dr.  Evans's  report. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)        A.  H.  BATES, 

Acting  Superintendent. 
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Vereerdging^ 

September  3itl,  1901. 
The  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camp,  Vereeniging. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  you  my  monthly  report  for  August,  1901. 
The  general  conditions  of  the  camp  are  as  follows  : — 

It  has  passed  through  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles,  which  I  am  pleased 
to  say  is  now  dying  away. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  is  ffood,  and  Ihe  people  themselves 
show  a  tendency  to  keep  both  themselves  and  their  tents  cleaner. 

The  destractor  was  unfortunately  burned  out,  but  it  has  now  been 
renewed. 

There  is  less  reluctant  feeling  on  having  to  ^o  to  hospital  than  there  was 
formerly,  and  discontent  generally  is  less  noticeable. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)         H.  EVANS,  Surgeon-Captain, 

Medical  Officer. 


VOLKSRUST. 
Statistical  Return  for  Month  ending  August  31st,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

2fen. 

Women. 

Chadren. 

In  Camp,  August  Ist,  1901 
Arrivals 
Births            

702 
32 

2.347 
45 

2,413 
41 
17 

734 
27 

2,392 
51 

2,471 
248 

Departures   .. 

Deaths          

• 

15 
12 

19 
32 

44 

204 

— 

— 

— 

In  Camp,  August  Slst,  1901     . , 

707 

2,341 

2,223 

SICK    IN    ( 

DAMP. 

■ 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending  Angast  2ud,  1901    . . 

,,        9th,  1901 

„      16th,  1901 

„      23rd,  1901 

37 

108 

55 

60 

101 
202 
124 
141 

• 

191 
428 
420 
646 

DEATHS. 

Men. 

Women. 

28 
1 
2 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„         1  year  and  12  years 
„       12  years  and  40  years 
„       40  years  and  50  years 

50  years  and  over 

12 
1 
5 

4 

20 

175 

Total 

18 

31 

199 
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NUMBER 

OF 

DEATHS    UNDER 

HEADS 

OP    CAUSES. 

No. 

1 
No. 

1 

10  i 

1 

MarasmaB 
Heait  disease    . . 
Senile  decay      . .       ... 

No. 

Meades 

Diorrhoaa 

Djsenterj. . 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis 

201 

5 

5 

20' 

Entetic    .. 
Whooping,  ooogh 
Inflaenza. . 

•••• 

•  • 

4 

(Signed)  A.  G.  GRAHAME, 

lor  Camp  Superintendent. 


VoUcsnist^ 

September  1st,  1 901. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  Pretoria. 
Sir, 

In  drawing  up  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  monthly  report,  I  shall  only- 
deal  with  such  changes  as  have  been  effected  during  my  tenure  of  o£Bce, 
which  dates  fix)m  the  19  th  inst.,  and,  in  order  to  be  as  concise  as  possible, 
shall  not  make  it  exhaustive,  contining  myself  to  matters  of  primary 
importance. 

1.  Sanitary  ArrangemeTUs. — On  account  of  the  great  amount  of  sickness 
prevalent  and  the  heavy  mortality,  I  gave  my  attention  primarily  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  camp.  General  Bullock  inspected  the  camp  early  in 
the  week  and  expressed  himself  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  general  outward 
appearance.  The  streets  and  spaces  between  the  tents  are  kept  scrupulously 
clean,  but  I  regret  to  state  the  interior  of  some  of  the  tents  is  far  from  satis- 
fiictory,  as  I  found  on  personal  inspection,  and  many  of  the  people  are  not 
careful  in  observing  hygienic  rules.  I  have  drawn  up  a  code  of  rules  for  the 
guidance  of  the  refugees  which  have  been  posted  up  where  all  may  read  them, 
and  I  have  instructed  the  corporals  to  see  them  carried  out.  If  this  is  done 
it  will  tend  greatly  to  ensure  the  health  of  the  camp.  The  area  of  the  camp 
has  I  believe  only  lately  been  extended,  and  before  such  extension  took  place 
the  original  area  became  too  crowded.  My  predecessor  was  gradually 
thinning  out  the  tents  from  the  more  crowded  portions,  but  was  greatly 
hindered  by  the  sickness  in  many  families.  This  work  has  been  continued, 
and  when  the  removals  are  completed,  which  will  be  the  case  very  shortly,  all 
unoccupied  space  will  have  been  taken  up,  but  the  tents  will  not  be  too 
crowded. 

Slap  Tubs. — We  are  greatly  in  need  of  eight  additional  ones,  which 
cannot  be  supplied  locally,  but  I  have  already  requisitioned  for  them. 

Latrines. — I  have  caused  three  latrines  to  be  removed  from  what  was  at 
one  time  the  northern  limit  of  the  camp,  to  the  outer  edge,  on  account  of 
their  unpleasant  proximity  to  some  of  the  tents.  Four  additional  ones  have 
also  been  erected,  three  for  the  people  in  the  new  sections  and  one  for  the 
measles  hospital. .  This  will,  I  think,  fully  supply  the  requirements  of  the 
camp. 

Rubbish  Deposit. — I  was  surprised  on  my  first  visit  to  the  site  selected 
for  this  purpose  to  find  that  instead  of  being  confined  to  as  small  a  space  as 
possible,  the  rubbish  had  been  off-loaded  indiscriminately,  and  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  encroach  within  a  distance  of  200  yards  of  the  outer  edge  of  the 
camp.  I  at  once  gave  orders  that  this  practice  be  discontinued  and  the 
rubbish  be  deposited  on  the  side  furthest  firom  the  camp.  This  is  now  being 
done,  and  to  ensure  its  continuance  a  policeman  has  been  placed  there,  who 
will  also  keep  women  and  children  off  the  rubbish  heaps,  i  found  a  quantity 
of  meat  in  various  stages  of  decomposition  scattered  broadcast  over  the  debns 
heaps.  This  has  all  been  collected  and  buried.  I  am  told  that  many  of  the 
refugees,  not  satisfied  with  the  quality  of  the  meat,  make  a  practice  of 
throwing  it  on  the  ash  heaps  at  night ;  so  far  it  has  been  impossible  to  trace 
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the  offenders,  and  night  police  are  urgently  required  to  put  a  stop  to  this  and 
other  filthy  habita 

Water  Supply. — The  camp  was  well  supplied  with  water,  there  being 
seven  standpipes  and  one  well,  but  as  the  people  in  the  new  sections  had  to 
go  a  long  distance  to  d^p-w  water,  I  applied  to  General  Bullock  for  an  extension 
of  the  piping  and  three  additional  standpipes.  My  request  was  granted,  the 
Royal  Engineers  kindly  supplied  the  labour  as  well,  and  the  work  has  been 
completed ;  two  additional  standpipes  have  been  put  up,  one  for  each  of  the 
new  sections  and  one  for  the  Measles  Hospital.  Additional  water  caits  are  not 
now  required. 

Mortuary  Tents. — ^The  mortuary  tents  have  hitherto  been  in  the  centre 
of  the  camp.  About  10  days  ago  I  had  them  removed  outside  the  camp  and 
enclosed  with  barbed  wire.  This  was  highly  necessary,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  high  death  rate  of  late,  but  the  women  and  children  were  continually 
crowding  in  the  tents. 

The  Measles  Hospital. — On  account  of  the  delay  in  the  arrival  of  the 
stove  and  other  requisites,  Nurse  Walsh  has  not  been  able  to  take  up  her 
abode  in  camp,  and  the  measles  patients,  when  developing  bad  symptoms, 
have  been  brought  to  the  hospital  in  town.  The  stove  having  arrived  a  few 
days  ago,  I  have  had  it  fixed  up,  have  erected  seven  marquees  in  the 
grounds  enclosed  for  the  hospital,  bought  locally  the  necessary  articles,  which 
I  understand  were  never  ordered  by  my  predecessor.  Nurse  Walsh,  assisted 
by  Nurse  Robertson,  to-day  removed  their  first  patients  fipom  the  camp  into  the 
Measles  Hospital,  and  in  a  few  days  I  hope  to  have  everything  in  full  working 
order.  Nurse  Walsh,  in  the  meantime,  has  not  been  idle,  but  has  ably 
assisted  Drs.  Hamilton  and  Craster  when  on  their  rounds. 

Camp  Matron. — I  received  a  tel^ram  from  Durban,  intimating  that 
the  camp  matron,  Mrs.  Tate,  would  reach  here  on  Sunday.  I  immediately 
employed  carpenters  from  the  camp  to  erect  the  two  canvas  buildings  which  I 
presume  were  meant  for  her,  the  other  carpenters  being  fully  occupied  with 
other  work.  One,  which  is  partitioned  in  two,  will  be  for  her  exclusive  use, 
tho  other  for  the  supplies  of  her  department.  I  may  point  out  that  this  new 
branch  will  entail  heavy  expenditure.  The  distribution  of  clothing,  &c.,  is 
now  being  carried  out  by  a  comniittee,  and  friction  may  arise.  In  your 
Circular  66  re  Camp  Matron,  No.  4,  reads : — "  She  will  have  sole  charge  of 
all  goods  for  free  distribution.''  Am  I  to  understand  that  the  services  of  the 
committee,  under  the  management  of  the  Rev.  Kuobel  and  others,  are  to  be 
dispensed  with,  or,  in  other  words,  disallowed^  except  as  provided  by  No.  8  ? 
Please  advise  me  on  this  point. 

Ratio^is. — The  meat  supplied  of  late  I  have  already  advised  as  being  of 
a  very  poor  quality,  but  understand  it  to  be  exceptional  This  week's  supply 
was  much  better,  out  many  families  refused  to  take  it  (mostly  those  who  can 
afford  to  buy),  and  I  would  be  glad  to  see  an  improvement.  I  have  been 
informed  on  good  authority  that  His  Majesty's  troops  are  being  supplied  with 
meat  of  the  same  quality,  and  am  perfectly  aware  that  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  regulate  these  matters  in  time  of  war.  The  flour,  sugar,  rice,  and 
coffee  are  of  good  quality,  and  the  quantity  supplied  ought  to  be  sufficient 
if  the  people  are  provident,  but  I  would  wish,  if  possible,  that  the  wood  and 
coal  ration  be  increased,  as  T  do  not  think  the  people  can  possibly  come  out 
on  the  present  allowance.  They  have  no  means,  as  is  the  case  in  some  camps, 
of  replenishing  by  collecting  wood  or  cattle  manure  from  outside  ;  there  is  a 
great  amount  of  sickness  in  the  camp,  and  well-cooked  food  is  essential  to 
good  health.  If  possible  the  ration  ought  to  be  doubled.  Kindly  advise  by 
wire,  as  this  is  very  important  under  present  circumstances. 

Transport,  &c. — We  are  hardly  pressed  for  transport,  having  only  two 
wagons  and  two  spans  of  horses,  a  cart,  and  pair  of  horses  at  our  disposal. 
The  A.S.C.  occasionally  kindly  place  at  our  disposal  two  wagons  to  assist  in 
carting  the  rubbish  from  the  camp.  I  have  approached  the  A,S.C.  as  to 
supplying  me  with  an  extra  liding  horse,  but  at  present  they  are  unable  to 
do  so.  As  the  camp  is  a  long  way  from  town  and  my  presence  is  constantly 
required,  both  in  camp  and  town,  1  must  have  a  horse  at  my  disposal. 

Military  Authorities. — 1  would  wish  to  place  on  record  the  uniform 
courtesy  and  willingness  of  the  military  authorities  at  all  times  to  render  us 
every  assistance. 
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Arrival  of  Refugees. — I  have  received  numerous  applications  to  take 
more  families,  but  have  been  obliged  to  refuse  them,  as  we  have  neither  tents 
or  room  for  more.  In  spite  of  my  protest,  several  families,  comprising  16 
adults  and  11  children,  were  forwarded  from  Dundee  during  the  week,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  requisition  from  the  Ordnance  Department  for  eight  tents, 
which  they  kindly  supplied  me  with.  As  a  few  families  have  left  of  late  I 
managed  to  find  room  for  them,  but  cannot  take  any  more.  Yesterday  a 
family  of  two  arrived  here  from  Standerton  without  previous  intimation, 
which  is  not  right.  The  condition  of  these  people  as  regards  clothing.  &c., 
was  fairly  Pfood. 

New  Buildings. — ^As  all  the  material  has  not  yet  arrived  we  have  not 
made  a  start,  and  are  waiting  reply  to  our  query  as  to  whom  we  are  to  entrust 
the  construction. 

Poynton  Brothers. — I  made  an  inspection  of  stores  and  books.  The 
purchases  this  month  have  exceeded  all  others,  the  regulations  have  been 
complied  vsdth,  and  a  good  stock  is  kept,  although  they  are  short  of  groceries 
now  on  account  of  the  delay  in  forwarding. 

Public  Worship. — There  is  nothing  new  to  report  under  this  head. 

Schools. — A  good  deal  of  expense  has  been  incurred  this  month,  as  the 
carpentere  have  been  making  desks  and  forms.  The  average  attendance  has 
not  been  so  good  on  account  of  the  measles  epidemic.  I  inspected  the  school 
near  the  camp  for  junior  classes,  and  was  pleased  to  find  the  children  were 
making  fair  progress  in  reading  and  arithmetic. 

J^ee  Distiwution,  of  Clothing^  dc,  to  the  Indigent  Burghers. — The  report 
of  the  CJommittee  entrusted  with  this  work  has  not  yet  been  sent  in,  but  will 
be  forwarded  in  a  day  or  two,  along  with  the  medical  officer's  report  and  a 
supplementarv  report  of  my  own  dealing  with  the  matters  which  have  been 
omitted  in  this. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)        GEO.  MAX.  KING. 

Superintendent  B.C. 
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Milner. 
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Lord  Milner. 


AdminiBtrator  Lord 
Milner. 


Governor  Sir  H.  E. 
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Telegram 
442. 


Telegram 
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Telegram 
454. 


Telegram 
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Telegram 
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1901. 


September  23 
(Rec.Sept.23.) 


October  6 
(Rec.  Oct.  6.) 


October  15 


October  24 
(Rec.  Oct.  24.) 


October  25 


October  31 
(Rec.  Oct.  31.) 


Oct,  10 
(Rec.  Nov.  1.) 


October  11 

(Rec.  inW.O. 

Nov.  1.) 


November  8 


November  9 


Reports  that  the  Ladies*  Commission 
consider  that  40  trained  nurses  should 
be  at  once  obtained  for  the  camps  in 
Orange  River  Colony,  as  they  antici- 
pate a  lai^e  increase  of  enteric. 


Reports  that  he  has  taken  over  personal 
charge  of  air  burgher  camps  in  Natal, 
and  is  making  arrangements  to 
accommodate  another  10,000  persons 
from  Transvaal  so  as  to  sJlow  return 
of  British  refugees. 


Informs  him  that  one  matron  and  nine 
nurses  will  sail  ou  19th  October. 


Reports  that  the  Military  Governor  at 
Pretoria  wishes  to  obtain  for  the 
Transvaal  camps  15  matrons  and 
10  doctors,  on  terms  stated. 


Enquires  whether  the  fifteen  ladies 
asked  for  in  No.  4  should  all  be 
matrons,  or  should  some  be  nurses. 


Furnishes  particulars  of  appointment  of 
matrons  and  surgeons  referred  to  in 
No.  4. 


ReportB  arrangements  made  for  taking 
over  the  burgher  camps  in  Natal  from 
the  military  authorities. 


Forwards  a  report  on  the  Camp  at  Port 
Elizabeth  for  September. 


Instructs  him  that  if  the  aggregation  of 
large  numbers  is  likely  to  involve 
excessive  mortality,  the  camps  must 
be  broken  up  into  smaller  units. 


Asks  for  statistics  of  child  mortality  in 
the  camps«  and  also  of  the  mortality  in 
certain  large  towns  of  South  Africa. 
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11 


12 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


Administrator  Lord 
Milner. 


Telegram 
3. 


Telegram 
476. 


1901. 


November  9 


November  11 
(Rec.Nov.l2.) 


13 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


Telegram 
1. 


November  14 


14 


Governor  Sir  H.  E. 
McCallnm. 


15 


Administrator  Lord 
Milner. 


16 


Ditto 


October  21, 
(Rec.Nov.l6.) 


Oct.  24 
(Rec.Nov.l6.) 


October  24 
(Rec.  Nov.  16.) 


17 


18 


To      Administrator 
liOrd  Milner. 


To  Governor  Sir  H. 
E.  McCallum. 


Telegram 
1. 


Telegiiam 
1. 


November  16 


November  20 


Notifies  the  departure  of  29  nurses  for 
the  Orange  River  Colony  camps  on 
9th  November. 


Asks  that,  in  the  reply  to  No.  10, 
reference  may  be  made  to  reports  fur- 
nished to  the  War  Office ;  no  statistics 
of  child  mortality  were  kept  by  the 
Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic ;  the  Governor  of  Cape 
Colony  and  the  Deputy  -  Adminis- 
trator of  the  Orange  River  Colony 
have  been  asked  to  furnish  statistics; 
no  reference  has  been  made  to  NataJ, 
as  the  figures  would  furnish  no  basis 
of  comparison. 


Instructs  him  that  statistics  for  Orange      10 
River   Colony  should  in   future   be 
drawn  up  on  the  model  of  those  for 
the    Transvaal,    showing    deaths    at 
various  ages. 


Forwards  copy  of  General  Regulations      10 
issued    to    the    Superintendents    of 
burgher  camps. 


Encloses  the  report  of  the  Chief  Super-      16 
intendent  of  Refugee  Camps,  Orange 
River  Colony,  for  September,  1901. 


Forwards   copy  of    a  letter  from   the      21 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hefer,  on  the  subject  of 
his  treatment  while  in  the  refugee 
camp  at  Vredef  ort  Road,  Orange  River 
Colony. 


Conveys    instructions    and    makes  en- 
quiry on  various  points. 


Informs  him  that  the  High  Conunis-  23 
sioner  will  communicate  the  views  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  as  to  taking  all 
possible  precautions  for  preventing 
epidemics  and  high  mortality;  calls 
attention  to  the  danger  of  having  two 
large  camps  not  far  from  each  other, 
and  asks  what  is  the  advice  of  his 
medical  experts  on  this  point. 
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25 


26 


27 


28 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


Tel 


1901. 


November  20 


Administrator  Lord 
Milner. 


Telegram 
496 


November  20 , 
(Rec.Noy.21). 


Governor  Sir  H.  E. 
McCallnm. 


Telegram 
1 


November  21 
(Rec.Nov.21.) 


Administrator  Lord 
Milner. 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


Telegram 
502 


Telegram 
6 


November  21 
(Rec.  Nov.  22.) 


November  22 


General  Lord  Kitch- 
ener to  War  OfBce. 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


Administrator  Lord 
Milner. 


t  To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


Administrator  Lord 
Milner. 


Telegram 
1 


Tel 


Telegram 
2 


Telegram 
515. 


November  1 

(Rec.  in  W.O. 

Nov.  23.) 


November  23 


November  23 
(Rec.  Nov.  24.) 


November  25 


November  26 
(Rec.Noy.27.) 


Points  out  the  necessity  for  strict  disci-  23 
pline  ill  all  matters  relating  to  health, 
and  the  necessity  of  compelling  the 
observance  of  cleanly  habits  and  sani- 
tary rules ;  he  should  not  fail  to  ask 
for  assistance  if  he  is  in  need  of 
trained  men  to  superintend  the  camps. 


Reports  that  every  attention  is  being  24 
given  to  the  matters  referred  to  in 
Nos.  9  and  17,  but  he,  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief,* and  all  competent 
persons  are  already  overworked  ;  he 
hopes  to  have  a  well-considered  plan 
in  a  few  days. 


Reports,  in  reply  to  No.  18,  that  he  is  in       24 
correspondence  with  the  High  Com- 
missioner as  to  the  Merebank  camp, 
the  site  for  which  was  approved  by 
the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Durban. 


Enquires    when    he    may    expect   the       24 
nurses  and   doctors  asked    for,  and 
thinks  it  will  be  necessary  to  have 
twenty  more  nurses  and  five  more 
doctors. 


States  that  about  ten  doctors  and  twelve  25 
matrons  will  sail  on  November  26, 
and  asks  for  further  particulars  of  his 
requirements  as  to  nurses  and  matrons, 
and  whether  any  lady  doctors  should 
be  sent. 


Forwards  various  reports  on  the  camps  . .       25 


Enquires  whether  the  tanks  for  boil-     104 

ing    water   recommended  by    Mrs. 

Fawcett's    Committee    are  required 
from  this  country. 


Reports  that  it  will  be  desirable  to  have     105 
one  or  two  lady  doctors,  and  that  20 
nurses  are  required  in  addition  to  the 
15  matrons  already  sent. 


Intimates  readiness  of  Secretary  of  State     105 
to  give  any  assistance  in  the  working 
of  the  camps  which  may  be  required. 


Reports,  in  reply  to  No.  25,  that  tanks     105 
have  been  ordered  and  can  be  obtained 
in  South  Africa. 
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29 


To      AdminlBirator 
Lord  Milner. 


Telegram 
8. 
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November  27 


30 


31 


Ditto     ^. 


Governor  Sir  H. 
McCallam. 


B. 


32 


Administrator  Lord 
Milner. 


33 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


34 


Administrator  Lord 
Milner. 


35 


Ditto 


36 


Deputy  Administra- 
tor Ooold-Adams 
(Orange  River 
Colony). 


37 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


Telegram  November  28 


November  8 
(Rec.  Not.  30.) 


Telegram 
53L 


Telegram 
1. 


Telegram 
539. 


Telegram 
542. 


Telegram 
4. 


December  1 
(Ree.  Dec.  1.) 


December  5 


December  4 
(Rec.  Dec.  5.) 


December  4 
(Rec.  Deo.  5.) 


November  16 
(Rec.  Dec.  6.) 


December  9 


0£Fer8  to  ask  the  Indian  Government 
for  the  services  of  an  official 
thoroughly  conversant  with  plague 
and  famine  camps  to  act  as  superin- 
tendent of  all  camps  and  relieve  him 
(Lord  Milner)  of  responsibility  and 
details  of  administration. 


Notifies  departure  of  nine  doctora  and 
eleven  matrons  on  26th  November. 


Forwards  the  first  monthly  report  (for 
October),  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Burgher  Camps. 


Reports  arrangements  made,  after  con- 
sultation with  the  Gk>vemore  of  Natal 
and  Gape  Colony,  for  thinning  out 
and,  if  necessary,  transplsmting 
camps. 


Informs  him  that  arrangements  are  be- 
ing made  to  send  out  four  matrons, 
six  doctors,  and  twenty  nurses  on 
17th  December. 


Recommends  the  uniform  adoption  of 
twelve  yeara  as  the  age  limit  for  chil- 
dren, and  the  preparation  of  monthly 
instead  of  fortnightly  returns. 


Asks,  in  reply  to  No.  29,  for  the  ser- 
vices of  two  officers  to  act  as  superin- 
tendents of  Orange  River  Colony  and 
Transvaal  camps,  and  of  six  subordin- 
ates to  visit  camps  generally  or  take 
charge  of  particular  camps. 


Forwards,  with  observations  thereon,  a 
report  by  Dr.  Pratt  Yule,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Ihe  Orange 
River  Colony,  on  the  concentra- 
tion camps,  and  the  monthly 
report  (for  October)  of  the  Chief 
Superintendent  of  the  camps. 


Expresses  satisfaction  with  measures 
reported  in  No.  32;  no  expense 
should  be  spared  in  the  matter,  and 
the  number  of  nurses  and  doctors 
should  be  sufficient  to  meet  a  sudden 
emergency. 
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38 

To     AdminiBtrator 
Lord  MUner. 

Telegram 
*   6. 

December  9 

Agrees  to  the  adoption  of  tvAdlve  years 
as  the  age  limit  of  children  and  to  the 
preparation  of  monthly  returns. 

129 

39 

Ditto     

Telegram 
4. 

December  11 

Informs  him  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  in  communication  with  the  India 
Of&ce  as  to  procuring  the  services  of 
of&cers  from  India. 

129 
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SOUTH    AFRICA. 


FURTHER  PAPERS 


RBLATINQ  TO  THB 


WORKING    OF   THE    REFUGEE    CAMPS 


IK  THB 


TEANS7AAL,  OBANGE   RIVER  COLONY,  CAPE 
COLONY,  AND  NATAL. 


No.  1. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  5.10  p.m.,  September  23,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

September  23rd.    No.  384.    Following  received  from  Deputy  Administrator, 
Bloemf ontein : — 

Begins:  20th  September,  Nd.  641,  the  Ladies Ck>mmission  consider  it  advisable 
that  a  further  40  trained  nurses  should  be  at  once  obtained  for  the  CJoncen- 
tration  Camps  in  Orange  River  Colony  as  they  anticipate  a  large  increase 
of  enteric. 
I  should  guarantee  passage  out  and  back  with  a  salary  of  £10  per  month  and 
£10  for  uniform;  rations  will  be  supplied. 


No.  2. 

Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McCALLUM  (Natal)  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  2.30  p.m.,  October  6, 190!.) 

Telegram. 

October  6th.  No.  2.  At  request  of  Commander-in-iChief,  and.with  concurrence 
of  Prime  Minister,  I  have  relieved  military  authorities  of  all  burgher  camps  Natal  and 
taken  over  personal  dharge.  Am  making  arrangements  to  accommodate  another 
10,000  from  Transvaal  so  as  to  allow  return  of  British  refugees.  I  have  appointed 
Sir  Thomas  Murray  Superintendent  under  me. 
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No.  3, 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  10.25  a.m.,  October  15,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

October  15.  No.  1.  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  September  23rd,  No.  384*, 
matron  and  nine  nurses  sail  on  ^^  Nubia,"  October  19.  Matron  has  salary  at  the  rate  of 
£12  per  month.  Please  arrange  for  them  to  be  met  at  Capetown.  Nurses  will  bring 
uniform. 


No.  4. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  2.55  p.m.,  October  24, 1901.) 

Telegram. 

October  24.  No.  443.  Military  (JoTemor  of  Pretoria  informs  me  that  after  con- 
siQtation  with  Ladies'  Conmiittee  he  wishes  to  obtain  for  Transvaal  Refugee  Camps 
fifteen  matrons.  Terms  £10  to  £15  per  month  with  rations,  tent,  and  tent  furniture. 
He  do6s  not  mention  uniform  or  passages,  but  I  presume  these  would  be  supplied  as  in 
case  of  Orange  River  Colony.  He  also  wants  ten  young  capable  energetic  Doctors, 
terms  £1  to  twenty-five  shillings  a  day  with  rations,  tent,  and  tent  furniture. 


Nx>.  5. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  Amiiuistratob  LORD  MILNER. 
(Scut  8.a2  p.m.  October  45, 1»01.) 

[Answered  by  No.  6.] 

October  25,  No.  2.  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  24  October,  No.  442f ,  should  all 
fiftetn  \a  msttnrons,  or  should  some  be  imrsea  ?  If  so,  propose  to  offer  nurses  £12  a 
month,  matrons  £15,  in  view  of  extra  cost  of  living,  and  docto«»s  25  shillings  a  day. 


No.  6. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  5.41  p.m„  October  31, 1901.) 

Telbgram. 

31st  October.  No.  454.  Your  telegram  of  25th  October,  No.  2;  J  all  fifteen 
should  be  experienced  matrons,  capable  of  training  nurses  and  organismg  ho^ital 
arrangements.  Sala'ry  up  to  £15  agreed  to.  Engagement  for  both  doctors  and 
matrons  for  not  less  than  twelve  montiis,  ot  to  breaSii^g  up  of  camps. 


•  No.  1.  t  No.  4.  X  No.  5. 
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No.  7. 

Go¥EBii6RiSa  H.  E.  MeCALLUM  to  Mr)  CHAMBEBLAIN; 

(Received  November  1,  190L) 

[Armnred  by  No.  18.] 

Sm,  Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal,  October  10,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  on  the  6th  October  I  sent  you  a  telegram,* 

of  irhich  the  following  is  a  copy:-— 

"  6th  October.  No.  2.  At  the  l^equest  of  Commander-in-Chief,  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  Prime  Minister,  I  have  relieved  Military  Authorities  of  all 
Burgher  Camps  in  Natal  and  taken  over  personal  charge.  Am  making  arrange* 
ments  for  accommodating  another  ten  thousand  from  Transvaal,  so  as  to  allow  io,ooo. 
return  of  British  refugees.  I  have  appointed  Sir  Thomas  Murray  Superinten- 
dent under  me.'' 

2.    On  the  21st  ultimo  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Military  Governor,  Pre-  Military 
toria,  copy  enclosed,  stating  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  High  Commissioner  ^^^®'^<>' 
were  both  very  anxious  to  remove  Boer  refugees  from  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  ^q,  ^Natal 
River  Colony  into  Natal,  to  make  room  for  British  refugees,  now  at  the  coast,  whom  Sept.  21, 
it  was  most  desirable  should  return  to  the  Transvaal ;  and  that,  as  the  militaiy  were  1901. 
fully  occupied,  it  would  expedite  matters  if  I  would  take  a  personal  interest  in  the 
matter  and  push  forward  the  various  camps.     In  reply  I  asked  for  information  whether 
the  High  Commissioner  and  Commander-in-Chief  desired  me  to  undertake  the  form- 
ing, orcanising,  and  starting  of  a  series  of  camps  for  Boer  refugees,  and  the  handing 
over  of  them  to  the  military  for  working  and  maintenance.    The  Military  Governor  Sept.  22, 
replied  on  22nd  September,  copy  enclos^,  that  it  was  not  proposed  that  these  camps  1901. 
should  be  handed  over  to  the  military,  but  that  they  should  be  run  on  civil  lines,  m 
the  same  way  as  in  the  Orange  River  Colony  and  the  Transvaal,  at  the  expense  of  the 
Imperial  Government. 

3t  The  proposal  Was  one  whicli — ^in  a  Colony  possessing  a  constittitioaal  Govewi*- 
ment— oould,  I  ccmsidered,  only  be  taken  up  by  the  Governor  of  the  Colcmy  with  the 
ooncurrence  and  assistance  of  the  Prime  Minister.  I,  therefore,  sent  for  him  and  ^c« 
plained  the  situation,  informing  him  that,  whilst  anxious  to  assist,  as  far  as  I  possibly 
could  in  a  question  which  was  entirely  an  Imperial  one,  I  desired  to  avoid  any  appear- 
ance of  an  Imperium  in  Imperio,  esipecially  as  I  would  have  to  ask  for  the  assistance 
of  oflBcers  of  the  Government  to  form  the  camp,  though  for  the  purpose  of  working' 
the  same  I  would  propose  to  form  a  separate  department  under  my  immediate  direc- 
tion and  paid  for  out  of  the  Imperial  funds.  I  also  explained  to  him  that  I  proposed 
to  send  aU  bills  connected  with  the. undertaking  to  the  Army  Paymaster,  for  payment 
in  continuation  of  his  present  account  and  that  the  Colonial  Gk)vemment  would  be 
put  to  no  expense,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  Sir  Albert  Hime,  without  any  hesita- 
tion, said  that  he  thoroughly  imderstood  the  position,  and  that  the  Government  would 
be  only  too  willing  to  assist  by  any  means  in  their  power. 

4.  As  a  General  Superintendent  of  Buigher  Camps  under  me,  Thad  conceived 
the  idea  of  appointing  the  Honourable  T.  K.  Murray  (now  Sir  Thomas  K.  Murray),  a 
gentleman  of  great  Unguistic  attainments,  including  Dutch  and  Zulu,  and  formerly 
Miniver  of  Lands  and  Works.  Consulting  with  ithe  Prime  Minister  as  regards  this 
appointment,  he  was  of  opinion  that  I  could  not  have  selected  anybody  better,  and  I 
have,  therefore,  formed  under  him  a  small  special  department  in  a  special  office,  with 
which  I  am  connected  by  telephone. 

5.  On  the  27th  September  I  telegraphed  to  the  Military  Governor,  copy  enclosed;  Sept.  27, 
explaining  what  I  had  done,  and  on  the  following  day  sent  a  further  telegram,  copy  1901. 
enclosed,  stating  that  I  proposed  to  give  Sir  Thomas  Murray  two  poimds  per  diem  5ept.  28, 
whilst  employed,  and  that  I  wouM  now  start  the  work;  but  that  I  must  be  given  dis-  ^^^ 
cretionary  power  to  incur  expenditure.    On  ihe  same  day  I  received  a  telegram  from 

the  MilitaiT  Governor  saying  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  approved  of  the  arrangie- 
ments,  which  he  considered  excellent. 
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6.  On  ihe  29th,  I  informed  the  MiKtary  Governor  that  I  had  arranged  with  the 
Military  Authorities  *o  take  over  charge  from  the  1st  October,  but  that!  required  an 
official  letter  authorising  me  to  do  so,  and  to  incur  any  expenditure  whidi  I  might 
consider  necessary.  I  enclose  copy  of  letter,  dated  30th  September,  whidi  I  have 
received  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  consequence  of  the  above  request.  The 
whole  of  the  Burgher  Eefugee  Camps  in  Natel  have,  consequently,  now  been  placed 
under  my  personal  direction  and  control,  with  the  exception  of  the  prisoners  of  war 
camp  at  Ladysmith,  which  still  remains  in  charge  of  1^  Military  Authorities. 

7.  On  the  2nd  October  I  addressed  a  letter,  copy  enclosed,  to  the  High  Commis- 
sioner on  the  general  subject,  and  pointed  out  -that  as  the  Colony  was  already  suffw- 
ing  from  over  congestion,  I  trusted  that  arrangements  would  be  made  to  aUow  the 
return  .to  the  Transvaal  of  British  Refugees  now  temporarily  resident  in  Natal  to  avoid 
further  overcrowding. 

8.  As  regards  the  accommodation  of  the  proposed  ten  thousand  extra  Refugees 
from  the  Transvaal,  I  determined,  after  due  consideration,  to  concentrate  the  whole 
at  Merebank,  which  is  just  outside  of  Durban.  This  site  possesses  the  advantage  d 
being  close  to  the  base  of  supplies,  and  off  the  nuain  railway  line.  It  is  open  and 
generally  approved  of  by  the  Medical  Authorities.  An  excellent  supply  of  drinking 
wlaiter  is  available  from  the  town  mains,  which  have  been  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the 
Municipal  Authorities.  Two  distinct  camps  will  be  formed  here,  each  for  five  thou- 
sand souls. 

9.  A  supply  of  tents  being  no  longer  available,  I  am  making  arrangements  for 
the  construction  of  rows  of  wood  and  iron  buildings  at  a  cost  somewhat  less  than  the 
canvas  huts  which  have  been  erected  at  Pietermaritzbuig.  When  the  oamp  is  no 
longer  required  these  buildings  can  be  readily  sold  to  Indians  and  others  desirous  of 
such  accommodation,  so  that  the  total  cost  will  be  much  less  than  if  they  had  been 
constructed  of  canvas,  as  was  suggested  to  me  by  :the  Military  Governor,  Pretoria ; 
moreover,  very  little  canvas  was  to  be  bought  for  the  purpose.  Contracts  are  in 
course  of  preparation  for  running  up  the  builHings  as  now  decided  upon  with  the 
utmost  despatch.  In  the  meanwhile,  three  hundred  canvas  huts  are  being  sent  me 
by  the  Military  Governor  from  Port  Elizabeth,  as  he  informs  me  that  the  Transvaal 
camps  are  much  overcrowded,  and  that  he  is  most  anxious  to  send  down  the  over- 
flow as  soon  as  I  am  in  a  position  .to  receive  them. 

10.  I  paid  a  visit  to  Merebank  on  the  8th  instant,  and  gave  sundry  directions, 
with  a  view  to  improving  the  amenities  of  the  camp,  including  matters  of  hospital 
equipment,  sanitation,  schools,  and  drainage. 

11.  I  will  keep  you  informed  from  time  to  time  of  any  matters  of  interest  con- 
nected with  the  workmg  and  management  of  these  refugee  camps'. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  MoCALLUM. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  7. 

MnJTARY  Governor,  Pretoria,  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  Natal. 

Telegram. 

September  21.  M.  G.  3858.  Urgent.  Commander-in-Chief  and  ffigh  Com- 
jnissioner  both  very  anxious  to  remove  Boer  refugees  from  Transvaal  and  Orange 
River  Colony  into  Natal  to  make  room  for  our  own  refugees  at  Coast  whom  it  is  m^t 
desirable  to  get  up.  There  seems  some  hitch  about  camp  selected  at  Merebank.  L(M 
Kitchener  considers  that,  as  the  Military  are  f  uUy  occupied,  under  circumstances  under 
your  knowledge,  it  would  expedite  matters  if  Your  Excellency  would  take  personal 
interest  in  ma  matter  and  push  formation  of  Merebank  Camp,  and,  if  necessary, 
others. 
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The  expense  will  be  borne  bv  the  Burgher  Refugee  Camps.  All  necessary 
ordnance  stores  will  be  arranged  for  from  here  on  applk^ation  to  C^ef  Ordnance  Officer; 
capable  civilians  could  be  foxmd  to  act  as  superintendents,  store  keepers,  compoxmders, 
&c.  Doctors  and  nurses  would  also  have  to  be  found  and  such  camps  would  be  under 
civil  control  as  is  done  in  Transvaal  with  success.  If  this  meets  with  your  approval 
I  will  send  you  statement  of  rates  of  pay;  scale  (Jf  rations,  and  details  of  working  of 
Transvaal  camps,  which  would  guide  you  as  regards  Natal.  Lord  Kitchener  concurs 
in  this,  and  trusts  that  it  can  be  readily  arranged. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  7. 

MHiiTARY  GovEEtNOR,  Pretoria,  to  Governor. 

Telegram. 

M.G.  3869.  September  22.  Your  No.  3  in  reply  to  my  M.G.  3868.  The  Cwn- 
mander-in-Chief  and  High  Commissioner  are  both  anxious  to  get  British  refugees 
up  from  the  coast,  and  to  do  this  it  is  necessary  to  remove  a  number  of  Boer  Refugees 
in  camps  in  Transvaal;  some  3,000  have  already  left,  and  are  accommodated  in  vanous 
camps  in  Natal.  I  am  informed  that  Public  Works  Department  have  undertaJceix 
the  work  of  formation  of  Merebank  Camp,  but  this  proceeds  very  slowly,  and  I  am 
informed  cannot  at  present  take  more.  In  the  Orange  River  Colony  the  Deputy 
Administrator  looks  after  the  Burgher  Camps ;  in  the  Transvaal  I  do  in  civil  capacity ; 
the  Superintendents  and  Staff  are  all  civilians,  and  this  is  foxmd  to  wort  better  thaiji 
with  Officers  and  staff  from  Anny.  The  Home  Government  have  agreed  that  cost 
will  be  borne  from  Imperial  funds.  I  therefore  ask  you  to  take  personal  interest  in 
this  matter,  and,  if  possible,  appoint  'a  staff  competent  to  carry  on  at  Merebank,  and 
if  acconamodation  not  sufficient  there,  perhaps  another  site  couM  be  found  for  a  new 
camp.  I  would  like  to  send  down  at  least^O,000  souls.  I  did  not  propose  that  they 
shoidd  be  handed  over  to  military,  but  suggested  they  should  be  run  on  civil  lines. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  7. 

Governor,  Natal,  to  MnjTARY  Governor,  Pretona.  .  - 

Telegram. 

September  27.  No.  1.  I  have  consulted  with  Prime  Minister  on  the  subject  of 
your  telegram  M.G.  3869.  He  is  willing  to  give  every  supporf  to  the  proposal,  and  b^ 
assisting  me  avoid  an  imperium  in  imperio.  I  have  sent  for  the  Honourable  T.  El. 
Murray,  a  gentleman  of  much  experience,  who  speaks  lx>th  Dutch  and  Zulu,  and  ant 

g>iDg  to  oSer  him  post  of  Chief  Superintendent,  Burgher  Camps,  Natal,  under  me/ 
et£uls  will  then  be  arranged,  and  camps  organised  and  started  to  accommodate 
10,000  souls,  including  those  at  Merebank.  I  have  explained  to  Prime  Minister  that 
the  whole  business  is  an  Imperial  one  at  Imperial  expense.  I  propose  to  send  all 
hills  to  Aimy  Paymaster  for  paym6nl,  in  continuation  of  his  present  account,  unless 
there  be  some  objection. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  7. 
Governor,  Natal,  to  Milttary  Governor,  Pretoria. 

Telegram. 

September  28.  No.  2.  With  reference  to  my  telegram  27th  September,  No.  1, 
Miurray  is  willing  to  act  as  Chief  Superintendent.  I  propose  to  give  mm  £2  per  diem 
whilst  holding  position.  I  will  now  start  the  work.  I  must  be  given  discretionary 
power  to  incur  expenditure. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6 

Enclosure  5  in  No.  7» 

OqifMAHTOBmriff*GHiEy|  South  Afiries,  to  GovBBtfOS. 

Militaiy  Gcn^ernor's  Offiee,  Pretoria,  Septemb^  SO,  1991 
YWmw  ExceUcneT, 

With  reracence  to  tekgrams  which  have  passed  between  the  Military  Govemw  of 
Pr^oiia  and  yeaiadSj  rdatiTe  to  the  formation  and  administattion  of  borgher  relngee 
oaisps  in  Naibdi^  I  have  the  honour  to  express  mj  entire  concnrrenoe  in  the  sdieme 
whereby  on  and  after  October  Ist,  1901,  these  camps  are  formed  and  administ^^  by  a 
civilian  staff  under  directions  fix)m  Your  Excellency  (including  the  camp  under  formaticm 
at  Mere  Point,  Durban). 

The  expenses  of  these  camps  will  be  chargeable  to  Imperial  funds,  and  will  be 
recovered  through  the  Army  Paymaster  after  audit  The  Military  Governor,  Pretoria, 
however,  having  charge  of  the  general  financial  arrangements  as  well  as  the  compilation 
of  statistics  and  reports  for  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  will  arrange  with  Your 
Excellency  for  all  expenditure  on  similar  lines  to  those  approved  of  in  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Orange  River  Colony,  which  camps  are  administered  by  civilians. 

This  arrangement  will  relieve  the  army  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
of  this  particular  duty,  and  enable  them  to  rejoin  their  units. 

I  have  directed  the  Military  Grovemor  to  furnish  you  with  a  full  statement  and 
particulars  for  your  guidance  of  the  administration  of  the  Transvaal  camps.  I  ara  further 
directing  my  Cfcaef  Ordnance  Officer  to  assist  in  every  way  with  such  ordnance  stores  as 
are  available,  and  all  Military  Commandants  will  be  instructed  to  render  the  officials 
pbeed  by  you  in  charge  of  camps  every  assistance. 

The  Geoeml  Officer  Commanding  in  Natal  will  receive  a  copy  of  this  com- 
Bsunication. 

I  have,  &c., 

KrrcHENBB, 
General,  Connnandingin-Chief,  South  Africa 
Tb  His  Excellency 

The  Crovemor  of  Natal. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  7. 
Governor  to  High  Commissioner. 

Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal,  October  2,  1901. 
My  Lord, 

In  accordance  with  a  request  made  by  the  Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  on  behalf 

of  Your  Lordship  and  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  that  1  should  take  a  personal  interest 

in.  the  matter  of  Burgher  Camps  in  Natal,  and  that  I  should  make  preparations  for  the 

10000      Inception  of  a  ftirther  ten  thousand  souls  from  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colonies, 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  have  consented  to  do  so,  and  that  I  am  con* 

certing  measures  to  give  effect  to  your  wishes  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

2.  Before  doing  so  I  sent  for  the  Prime  Minister,  explained  to  him  that  the  matter 
is  entirely  an  Imperial  one,  but  that  as  a  constitutional  detail  I  did  not  desire  to  have  an 
imperium  in  imperioj  and  that  therefore  I  looked  to  the  GxDvemment  to  assist  me,  in 
which  case  I  was  quite  prepared  to  take  up  the  executive  work  with  a  special  staff 
under  me,  the  whole  matter  being  thus  one  appertaining  to  ordinary  Civil  Administra- 
tion. I  added,  however,  that  I  would  ask  that  all  bills  and  accounts  shall  continue  to  be 
sent  in  by  me  to  the  military  authorities  for  payment,  so  as  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
opening  a  new  ledger  in  the  Colonial  Treasury. 

3.  Sir  A.  Hime  at  once  appreciated  the  situation,  and  has  promised  to  give  me  every 
assistance.  I  would  point  out,  however,  that  the  Colony  is  already  suffiering  from  over 
congestion,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  arrangements  will  be  made  to  allow  the  return  to  the 
Transvaal  of  British  refugees,  now  temporarily  resident  in  Natal,  as  fast  as  possible,  so 
that  we  may  avoid  further  overcrowding. 

I  have,  &c., 

Hekbt  McCallum. 
His  Excellency  the  Right  Honourable 

The  Lord  Milner,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  &c., 
Johannesburg. 
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Na.  8. 

Genkbal  lord  kitchener  to  Mb.  BRODRICK. 

(Receivfldin  War  OfliceJIoveiiiber  1,1901.) 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 

War  Office,  London,  S.W. 

[Forwarded.] 

£IIGH£KER, 

Greneral, 
Commanding-m^CSiief,  'Saatlk  Mnca] 
Pretoria, 

October  11,,  1901. 


Enclosure  in  No.  8. 
Military  Skobb'Eakt,  Pretoria, 

Monthly  report  on  the  general  work  of  the  Refugee  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  is 
forwarded  herewith,  in  accordance  with  your  telegram,  No.  K  6017,  of  July  12th,  1901. 

A.   Wynne, 

Major-General, 
Commanding  Cape  Colony  District. 
The  Castle,  Cape  Town, 

2nd  October,  1901. 


Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizab^h, 

September  27th,  1901, 
Sib,  ;  I 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Medical  Officer's  Report  for  September. 

The  food  continues  to  be  good,  and  I  have  received  no  complaihts,  either  to  its 
quality  or  quantity. 

On    August  27th,    111   pairs  of  boots  were  given  away,  sent  jby  the  military 
authorities. 

During  the  month,  seven  pairs  of  boots  and  31  hats  have  been  purchased  from  the 
"  Canteen  Account "  and  given  away. 

The  school  is  in  fiiU  working  order,  and  the  schoolmistresses  seem  to  be  doiog  good 
work. 

On  September  12th,  a  child  was  born  in  the  can^). 

On  September  2nd,  18  families  (consisting  of  74  persons)  left  to  join  their  husbana? 
in  Bethulie  Camp. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.   H.  Fenner, 

Captain, 

Commanding  Boer  Exile  Camp, 

Port  Elizabeth. 

To  S.S^O., 

Port  Elizabeth. 
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Boer  Exile  Gamp,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Dttring  the  month  of  September,  1901,  there  have  beeo  the  following  cases  of  illness 
in  this  camp  : —    ! 


Woineii* 


Ohndren. 


35 


35 


There  has  been  one  birth  (female)  and  no  deaths. 

No  infectious  disease  has  been  present,  and  the  sanitary  state  of  the  camp  has  been 
good«     The  illnesses  have  been  mostly  of  a  slight  nature. 

R.  J.  T.  Wright, 

Civil  Surgeon, 


Return  or  Exiles  in  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  Month  of  September,  1901. 

— 

Number 

in 
Camp. 

number 

of  dok 

per  week. 

Deathi.: 

Birthf. 

Bate  of 
mortalitj 
amongst 
children. 

Remark! 

White— 
Jdlen         «••        ••• 

Women 

Children 

28 

63 

204 

1 
17 
18 

— 

Boys 
Oirls 

Total  ... 

1 
1 

— 

— 

Total 

295 

36 

— 

Coloured— 

Men         •••        ... 
Women    ... 
Children 

2 

- 

— 

Boys 
Girls 

Total   ... 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

— 

— 

Port  Elizabeth, 

27th  September,  1901. 


W.  H.  Fenner, 

Captain, 

Commanding  Boer  Exile  Canip, 

Port  ElizabetL 


No.  9. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  4.25  p.m.,  November  8,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

[Answered  by  No.  20.] 

November  8.  No.  1.  Please  consider  whether  aggregation  of  large  numbers 
will  not  always  involve  excessive  mortality.  If  so,  only  remedy  is  to  break  up  camps 
into  smaller  units.     Expense  must  not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way. 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


No.  10. 
Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  1.10  p.m.,  November  9,  1901.)     ; 
Telegram. 
[Answered  by  No.  12.] 

November  9.  No.  1.  For  purposes  of  comparison  with  ttttes  elsewhere,  I  am 
anxious  to  have  the  statistics  as  to  child  mortality  in  the  concentration  camps  placed  as 
far  as  possible  on  the  basis  of  a  definite  classification  by  ages.  Here  the  Registrar- 
General  prepares  mortality  returns  for  imder  one  month,  under  twelve  months,  under  five 
years,  under  10  years,  and  so  on  in  periods  of  five  years.  It  would  be  desirable  to  have 
also  statistics  as  to  the  mortality  in  the  larger  towns.  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth, 
Pretoria,  Bloemfontein,  Johannesburg,  Pietermaritzburg,  and  Durban. 


No.  11.  I 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  3.15  p.m.,  November  9,  1901.) 
[Telegram. 

November  9.  No.  3.  Twenty-nine  nurses  Concentration  Camps,  Orange  River 
Colony,  sailed  on  9th  November  in  transport  "  Britannic  "  in  charge  of  Miss  Partridge, 
matron.     Please  make  arrangements  for  their  being  met  on  arrival. 


No.  12.  5 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  3.8  a.m.,  November  12,  1901.)       I 
Telegram.  ! 

November  11.  No.  476.  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  9th  November  No.  1.* 
Monthly  reports  giving  very  full  particulars  of  numbers  of  deaths  in  each  several  camp 
and  ages  of  persons  dying  hitherto  furnished  to  War  Office  by  Commander-in-Chief  for 
Transvaal  camps.  These  reports  will  in  future  be  furnished  to  you  through  me  ;  but  for 
the  past  I  would  ask  you  to  refer  to  figures  sent  to  the  War  Office. 

As  re«rards  comparison  no  statistics  whatever  of  births  and  deaths  were  kept  by 
Transvaal  Government.  I  have  asked  Governors  of  Cape  Colony  and  Orange  River  Colony 
to  furnish  me  direct  with  any  statistics  of  normal  death-rate  especially  among  children 
which  they  may  have.  I  think  that  figures  for  country  districts  would,  if  obtainable,  be 
better  guide  than  those  of  towns,  as  population  of  latter  is  largely  British  and  therefore 
not  so  destitute  as  rural  population  of  sanitary  arrangements. 

With  regard  to  Natal  towns,  where  good  sanitary  system  on  British  lines  prevails, 
figures  would  furnish  no  basis  of  comparison.     I  have  not  referred  to  Natal. 


•  No.  10. 
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No.  13. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administbator  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  1.33  p.m.,  November  14,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

November  14.  No.  1.  I  have  now  seen  statistics  and  reports  on  Transvaal  camps 
whicii  have  been  communicated  to  War  Office  for  months  ending  with  August  In 
future,  statistics  for  Orange  River  Colony  camps  should  be  drawn  up  on  similar  model  to 
Transvaal  camps  showing  deaths  under  various  ages.  Classification  proposed  in  my 
telegram  of  November  9,  No.  1,*  had  better  be  adopted  throughout  camps. 


No.  14. 

Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McOALLUM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  November  16,  1901.) 
Sib,  Government  House,  Pietermaritzbiu^g,  Natal,  October  21,  1901. 

Referring  to  my  despatch  of  10th  instantf  on  the  subject  of  my  taking  over 
charge  of  the  Burgher  Camps  in  this  colony,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  copy  of  General 
Regulations  which  I  have  caused  to  be  issued  to  the  different  superintendents,  and  which 
may  be  of  interest  to  you,  looking  at  the  misrepresentations  which  are  made  from  time  to 
time  in  the  public  press  as  to  the  treatment  received  by  the  inmates  of  these  camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McCALLUM. 


Enclosiu^e  in  No.  14. 


Office  of  General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps, 

1  and  2,  Steel,  Murray  &  Co.'s  Buildings,  Timber  Street, 

Pietermaritzburg,  October,  1901. 

The  rules  and  regulations  and  general  instructions  contained  in  this  pamphlet  are 
compiled  and  issued  for  the  guidance  of  Superintendents  of  Biu^gher  Camps,  and  are  in 
all  cases  to  be  adhered  to  as  closely  as  possible. 

Should  circumstances  at  any  time  arise  which  are  not  provided  for  under  any  of 
these  regulations,  the  instructions  of  the  General  Superintendent  should  be  at  once 
sought. 

Special  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  prompt  sending  into  this  office  of  all 
returns,  summaries,  requisitions,  &c.,  as  required  by  these  rules  is  imperative. 

General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps. 


Regulations  by  General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps. 

Some  of  the  following  rules  are  not  new  to  Superintendents,  and  have  been  in 
operation  in  the  Burgher  Camps  for  a  considerable  time. 

The  General  Superintendent  hopes,  by  giving  embodiment  to  them  in  the  present 
form,  to  add  weight  and  importance  to  them,  and  to  assist  Superintendents  in  enforcing 
the  due  observance  of  them. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  summer  is  rapidly  approaching,  and  the  possibility  of  an 
epidemic  of  enteric  fever  arising,  unless  precautions  are  taken  to  guard  against  it,  special 
attention  must  be  paid  to  the  sanitation  of  the  camps,  and  all  rules  relating  to  this  must 
be  rigidly  enforced. 

•  No.  10.  t  No.  7. 
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Siiperintendents  and  Medical  Oflficers  are  entrusted  with  the  important  business  of 
making  the  best  arrangements  possible  under  local  conditions  for  the  sanitation  of 
the  camps. 

Rules. — The  Camp  Regulations  must  be  strictly  enforced. 

Tents. — Overcrowding  must  be  prevented.  There  should  be  no  more  than  five  in  a 
bell  tent,  and  not  more  than  twenty  persons  in  a  marquee,  as  a  general  rule.  K  neces- 
sary, extra  tents  may  be  issued  to  large  fomilies.  As  soon  as  a  tent  becomes  vacant  it 
should  be  fumigated  with  sulphur,  and  then  struck  and  packed  away,  thus  exposing  the 
ground,  and  so  causing  it  to  be  aired  and  made  healthy  for  future  occupation. 

The  interior  of  the  tents  should  be  aired  daily  by  rolling  up  the  sides. 

Foremen  and  Overseers  should  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  see  that 
rules  in  regard  to  tents  and  sanitation  are  observed. 

As  a  protection  against  the  rush  of  water  during  the  heavy  rains,  a  low  wall — say 
two  bricks  high — might  be  made  round  the  inside  of  the  tents,  in  addition  to  the  outsicie 
furrow. 

The  making  of  these  green  bricks  would  afford  occupation  to  some  of  the  Burghers 
of  the  camp. 

Washing. — No  clothing  should  be  washed  in  the  camp.  Where  natural  facilities  do 
not  exist,  tubs  and  washing  tables  should  be  provided  on  the  outskirts  of  the  camp. 

Bedding. — All  bedding  and  clothing  not  actually  in  use  should  frequently  be  put  in 
the  sun  and  aired.  Where  practicable  clothes  lines  should  be  stretched  between  the  rows 
of  tents,  as  it  is  not  always  convenient  nor  advisable  to  spread  clothing  on  the  ground. 

Rubbish. — A  fatigue  party  should  be  formed  every  day  from  among  able-bodied 
Burghers-;  this  party  should  be  under  a  foreman,  and  should  go  through  the  camp 
clearing  up  all  tins,  papers,  bones,  and  other  rubbish.  All  combustible  materials  should 
be  biurnt,  while  the  remainder  should  be  placed  in  the  dust  bins  to  be  carted  away. 

Receptacles  should  be  placed  at  intervals  down  the  rows  of  the  tents  into  which  dish 
water  and  kitchen  slops  might  be  emptied.  Paraffin  tins,  oil  drums,  or  anything  similar 
would  do,  and  these  should  be  cleared  at  frequent  intervals. 

Fuel. — Sufficient  fuel-r-both  wood  and  coal — should  be  supphed  to  the  inmates  of 
the  camp,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  properly  cook  their  food,  but  waste  should  be 
stringently  guarded  against. 

Wood  can  only  be  supplied  for  kindling  purposes. 

All  fireplaces  between  the  tents  should  be  properly  protected  from  the  wind  to 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  the  tents  being  destroyed  by  fire.  Superintendents 
should  assist  the  people,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  erect  these  shelters. 

Vehicular  Traffic. — Such  traffic  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  confined  to  the  streets. 
Dust  bins,  slop  tubs,  &c.,  should  be  collected  for  removal  adjacent  to  the  roadway. 

Redreation. — Children  should  not  be  allowed  to  play  in  the  vicinity  of  latrines  and 
urinals. 

Suitable  recreation  ground  should,  if  possible,  be  found  for  them,  and  both  sexes 
should  be  encouraged  to  engage  in  sports  and  pastimes. 

Bathing. — Conveniences  should  be  provided  to  enable  the  inmates  of  the  camp  to 
bathe  as  frequently  as  possible.  Personal  cleanliness  should  be  encouraged  in  every 
way,  whilst  those  of  filthy  habits  should  be  constantly  reminded  of  the  benefits  ot 
cleanliness. 

In  order  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  cleanliness,  soap  should 
be  issued  whenever  necessary.  A  reasonable  quantity  would  be  3  ounces  of  soap  per 
week  to  an  adult,  and  to  children  proportionately. 

EospitaL — Indents  for  hospital  accessories  should  be  made  out  at  an  early  date. 
Where  not  already  ordered,  hospital  beds  with  wire- wove  mattresses  should  be  requisi- 
tioned for. 

A  place  should  be  set  apart  for  maternity  cases.  The  necessary  requisites  for  these 
<5a8e8  are  imder  order. 
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Medical  comforts. — These  mnst  on  no  account  be  allowed  to  run  out  of  stock.  There 
must  be  no  stint  in  the  distribution  of  medical  comforts  to  the  sick  and  conyalescent. 
When  necessary,  stimulants  may  be  given  under  the  Doctor's  order. 

There  must  be  an  adequate  supply  of  milk,  which  should  be  supplied  to  children  as 
well  as  the  sick  and  convalescent. 

Lime  juice  should  be  indented  for  as  an  antidote  to  scurvy  in  caae  of  an  outbreak  of 
this  disease. 

Butter  and  jam  are  luxuries,  and  do  not  come  in  the  authorised  list  of  medical 
comforts,  but  may  be  issued  to  patients  on  the  Doctor's  advice  or  order. 

The  use  of  Dutch  medicines  by  the  refugees,  without  the  medical  officer's  consent, 
should  be  discouraged.  The  indiscriminate  use  of  these  mixtures  is  known  to  have  been 
the  cause  of  several  deaths  among  the  reAigees. 

Hospital  probationers. — These  should  receive  full  rations,  and,  when  possible,  green 
vegetables  should  be  supplied  to  them. 

Destructor. — Care  should  be  taken  that  all  excreta  of  hospital  patients  are  properly 
burnt  in  the  destructor,  and  then  buried  at  a  distance  from  the  camp.  At  such  of  the 
camps  where  typhoid  has  broken  out  it  is  imperative  that  such  steps  be  taken  immediately 
for  the  construction  of  an  apparatus  for  the  destruction  of  typhoid  stools  by  burning. 

Should  a  cauldron  (a  large  Kaffir  pot  will  serve  this  purpose)  or  other  suitable 
receptacle  not  be  procurable  locally,  let  me  know  as  early  as  possible  and  I  will  have  one 
despatched  to  you. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  too  urgently  impress  upon  you  the  supreme  necessity 
that  exists  for  keeping  your  drinking  water  unpolluted,  as  at  some  of  the  camps  the  spread 
of  enteric  has  been  greatly  due  to  want  of  provision  or  accident  in  this  respect. 

Impress  upon  the  people  in  your  camp  the  great  importance  of  this  matter. 

It  is  directed  that  you  are  authorised  to  use  compulsion  to  force  sick  people  and 
children  suffering  from  disease  into  Hospital  at  your  discretion,  or  that  of  your  Medical 
Officer. 

If  you  require  more  hospital  accommodation  apply  at  once. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  illness  amongst  the  aged  and  very  young  at  your  camp, 
it  is  advisable  for  you  to  requisition  for  a  supply  of  soft  goods,  such  to  be  given  to  the 
persons  above  enumerated,  when  necessary  for  health,  on  an  order  from  the  Medical 
Officer. 

A  quantity  of  stuff  suitable  for  towels,  as  per  Hospital  equipment,  should  also  be 
kept  in  the  store. 

A  stock  of  layettes  for  new-born  infants  will  be  kept  for  loan  to  women  needing 
them. 

These  will  be  returned  to  the  depot  when  finished  with. 

A  layette  will  consist  of  articles  enumerated  in  list  herewith. 

A  register  shall  be  kept  of  such  layettes,  stating  date,  and  to  whom  issued,  date 
when  returned  and  articles  missing. 

Contents  or  Layette. 

3  flannelette  night  dresses. 

3         „  vests. 

1  yard  of  flannelette  for  bands. 

3         „  „  swathes. 

6         „  „  napkins. 

1  hood  or  cappie. 

1  towel. 

\^  doz.  pieces  of  tape. 

1  card  of  safety  pins. 

1  box  ftiUer's  earth. 

3  long  flannelette  barrils. 

Quotation  for  layette  of  above  articles         25/- 

You  are  required  to  send  a  separate  medical  return  every  Friday  to  state  number  ( 
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men,  women  mnd  children  who  are  sick  in  your  camp  on  that  day^  including  patients  in 
hospital. 

This  return  is  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  general  health  in  each 
camp,  and,  therefore,  it  is  only  cases  of  serious  sickness  arising  in  the  camp  that  should 
he  included  in  the  return  ;  trifling  ailments  should  not  be  recorded. 

Having  explained  the  object  for  which  this  return  is  wanted  I  expect  your  medical 
officer  to  compile  it  weekly,  bearing  this  in  mind. 

Separate  requisition  forms  should  be  sent  to  the  head  office  for  the  articles  requiredi 
from  time  to  time,  as  classified  below  : — 

1.  For  all  stores  issued  in  terms  of  ration  scale. 

2.  For  medical  comforts. 

3.  For  drugs. 

4.  For  surgical  materials. 

5.  All  larticles  and  goods  used  in  the  equipment  of  the  camp. 

6.  For  stationery. 


Camp  Matrons. — It  is  proposed  to  send  to  each  camp  an  experienced,  lady  whose 
duties  shall  be  : — 

To  make  herself  acquainted  with  the  requirements  of  each  family  in  the  camp. 

She  will  organise  a  complete  system  of  tent  visiting. 

She  will  assist  the  medical  officer  by  reporting  all  cases  of  illness  which  may  come 
to  her  notice.     This  will  not  supersede  existing  organisiition  for  reporting  cases  of  illness. 

She  will  have  charge  of  all  goods  for  fi^e  distribution. 

A  convenient  apartment  or  dep6t  will  be  provided  for  the  reception  of  all  parcels 
and  articles  for  free  distribution  from  whatever  source. 

You  will  not  allow  the  distribution  of  any  funds  to  members  of  your  camp  except 
through  you  personally,  and  an  accurate  account  of  any  disbursements  is  to  be  kept, 
showing  to  whom  amounts  have  been  paid. 

This  rule  should  apply  to  all  articles  for  free  distribution. 

A  register  will  be  kept  of  all  parcels  and  articles  received,  giving  date  of  receipt  and 
name  of  donor,  and  the  manner  of  their  disposal,  giving  the  name  of  recipient,  camp 
address,  or  number. 

All  donors  who  may  wish  to  be  present  at  the  distribution  of  articles  supplied  by 
themselves,  will  be  permitted  by  the  Superintendent  to  assist  the  Camp  Matron,  who  will 
see  that  the  distribution  is  made  to  the  most  deserving  applicants. 

All  distributions  shall  be  made  by  the  Superintendent  through  the  Camp  Matron  on 
the  order  or  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  camp. 

In  connection  with  finding  employment  for  the  women  of  your  camp  it  might  be  of 
assistance  to  you  if  the  matron  were  to  carefully  organise  from  amongst  the  most 
responsible  and  intelligent  of  the  well-disposed  women  and  older  girls  a  corps  of 
inspectors,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  visit  every  family  at  least  once  a  day.  They  will  see 
that  cleanliness  is  observed  ;  report  any  cases  of  illness  or  danger  of  infection  to  the 
Doctor  or  Matron  as  you  may  arrange. 

You  may  supply  these  assistant  inspectors  with  material  to  make  distinctive  arm 
badges  for  themselves  with  the  letters  B.C.I,  signifying  "  Burgher  Camp  Inspector,"  and 
you  may  pay  them,  say,  up  to  one  shilling  per  diem. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  has  directed  that  each  burgher  camp  shall  have  a  police 
Btafi^,  composed  of  burghers  on  the  roll  of  the  respective  camps,  between  the  ages  of  16 
and  50. 

You  are,  therefore,  to  appoint  such  police  from  able-bodied  men  of  your  camp,  who 
should  be  asked  to  volunteer  for  service. 

Their  duties  shall  consist  in  keeping  watch,  some  by  day,  and  some  by  night,  to  see 
that  no  unauthorised  persons  enter  the  camp,  and  to  prevent  inmates  from  leaving  the 
boundaries  of  the  camp  without  the  sanction  of  the  Superintendents. 
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PeiBonB  fotind  attempting  to  enter  the  camp  unauthorised,  or  to  leave  surreptitiously, 
shall  be  arrested  by  the  police,  and  brought  to  the  Superintendent,  who  shall  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  hand  such  culprits  over  to  the  proper  authorities,  if,  in  his  judgment, 
tile  rircumstances  warrant  such  action. 

The  police  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  shilling  per  diem,  and  one  pound  of  sugar, 
four  ounces  of  coffee,  one  pound  of  meat  per  week,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  carap 
tationB. 

They  will  be  supplied  with  a  pair 'of  boots  after  due  trial  of  their  fitness  for  the 
work. 

A  guard  tent  should  be  set  aside  for  the  use  of  men  when  not  on  (iuty. 

You  should  make  it  known  that  there  are  corps  of  burgher  scouts,  such  as  Morley's 
Scouts,  and  Heidelburg  Volunteers  who  receive  2s.  6d.  per  diem,  with  rations,  or  are 
rewarded  on  the  share  principle,  viz.,  they  get  75  per  cent,  of  all  stock  captured  by  them, 
25  per  cent,  going  to  the  Government.  If  any  suitable  men  in  your  camp  are  anxious  to 
join  such  scouts  as  volunteers,  you  should  communicate  lists  of  the  names  to  head  office 
for  transmission  to  the  proper  quarters. 

You  should  encourage  pursuits  as  far  as  opportunity  may  permit.  Timber  of 
proper  kind  may  be  indented  for,  for  the  manufecture  of  kartels,  stools,  chairs  ;  and  ox 
hides  provided  for  making  the  seat,  &c.  Men  may  be  permitted  to  make  these  for  sale 
for  their  own  profit  on  payment  of  the  cost  of  the  timber,  but  the  timber  will  not  be 
charged  for  when  the  articles  are  made  by  a  man  for  his  own  immediate  use. 

^—     Hides  may  be  provided  gratis  to  men  wishful  of  making  reims  and  strops,  tannkg 
4eather,  and  manufacturing  veldtschoens. 

The  appliances  necessary  for  the  above  industries  should  be  indented  for  through  the 
iHead  Office.  Hides  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Supply  Officer,  Army 
Service  Corps.  They  may  sell  the  manufactured  articles  for  their  own  benefit,  but  must 
repay,  fi:om  the  proceeds,  the  value  of  the  articles  supplied. 

If  the  ground  in  your  neighbourhood  is  suitable  for  growing  crops  of  vegetables  or 
cereals,  you  may  grant  facilities  to  those  willing  to  cultivate  such  ground.  They  should 
be  supplied  with  seed  and  implements  whenever  possible.  The  crops  so  raised  should  be 
the  property  of  those  who  grew  them,  and  you  should  recover  fi'om  the  proceeds  of  such 
crops  the  value  of  the  seed  supplied. 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  that  all  men  in  burgher  caxnps  may  find 
congenial  employment  so  fer  as  this  is  possible  under  the  existing  circumstances,  and  it 
-should  be  your  constant  endeavour  to  assist  those  industriously  inclined  whenever  it  is  in 
your  power  to  do  so. 

In  case  of  anyone  [absconding  from  your  camp,  communicate  with  the  police  and 
furnish  me  at  once  with  particulars  as  follows  : — 

1.  Name  of  camp. 

2.  Christian  ana  surname  in  full. 

3.  Home  address. 

4.  Town  or  district, 
ft.  Age. 

6.  Date  of  entry  into  camp. 

7.  By  whom  sent. 

8.  From  where. 

9.  Date  of  absconding. 
10.  Any  further  particulars. 

No  removals  are  to  be  made  without  authority  from  the  Head  Office. 

In  all  cases  where  persons  are  allowed  to  leave  your  camp  for  the  purpose  of  residing 
at  some  other  place,  a  ticket  must  be  issued  giving  the  authority,  whereby  the  person  is 
dUowed  to  change  his  residence  :  example  : — 

Burgher  Gamp 

Date 
Bearer  proceeds  to 

to  live  at  » 
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In  cases  where  persons  are  leaving  your  camp  to  reside  in  some  other  camp,,  they 
should  be  famished  with  a  ticket  notifying  that  so-and-so  is  en  route  from 
to  to  report  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Burgher  Canip  at 

In  cases  where  you  may  be  sending  batches  of  persons  under  escort,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to   furnish   individuals   with   tickets   of  identification  j  and  where  they  are 
travelling  in  parties,  but  without  escort,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  give  a  ticket  or  document 
^  to  one  of  the  party  enumerating  the  names  of  all  in  the  party. 

As  refugees  are  often  despatched  at  short  notice  from  one  camp*  to  another,  and 
under  any  circumstances  should  be  supplied  with  edibles  when  travelling,  you  will  keep 
at  your  camp  small  supplies  of  biscuits  and  corned  beef  rations  for  them  to  eat  on  the 
road* 

To  enable  the  department  to  draw  up  a  monthly  report  on  the  working  of  the 
burgher  camps,  you  are  requested  in  future  to  forward  to  this  office,  not  later  than  the 
5th  of  each  month,  a  general  report  of  your  camp  for  the  past  month. 

Such  report  should  include  everything  of  importance  or  of  general  interest,  giving 
details  of  numbers  drawing  rations,  under  the  heads  men,  women,  and  children  ;  food 
supply  and  quality  ;  climate  and  effects  ;  medic  il  officer's  report  on  the  health  of  the 
camp  during  the  month,  statistics,  sanitary  condition,  &c. 


Regulations  for  Sutlers  in  the  Burgher  Camp. 

(1.)  All  sutlers  must  conform  to  the  regulations  in  force  in  the  camp  with  regard  to 
sanitation. 

(2.)  No  intoxicating  liquors  of  any  description  are  to  be  sold. 

(3.)  Price  lists  in  Dutch  and  English  must  be  placed  in  conspicuous  places. 

(4.)  All  directions  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  camp  must  be  carried  out. 

(5.)  As  the  camp  is  under  Martial  Law  any  infringement  of  the  regulations  will 
carry  with  it  the  penalties  martial. 

Sutler's  Pass  for  Burgher  Camp. 

Mr.  ,  Trade  ,  has  permission  to 

erect  a  store  in  the  Burgher  Camp,  and  to  sell  for  the  month 

of  .      He  has  deposited  £5,  and  also  paid  his  fee  of  £l  for  the 

current  month.     He  must  conform  to  all  the  camp  rules,  and  for  any  infringement  thereof 
is  liable  to  forfeiture  of  deposit  and  expulsion  from  the  camp  by  the  Superintendent. 

The  following  will  be  the  procedure  in  the  cases  of  deaths  : — 

(a)  The  Superintendent  of  the  camp  will  report  to  the  Head  office  in  case  of 
deaths,  and  cause. 

If  there  is  any  property  left  it  should  be  taken  over  by  the  Superintendent,  to  be 
held  by  him  until  he  receives  instructions. 

Medical  officer's  certificate  must  always  be  obtained. 

Births  or  marriages  must  also  be  notified  to  Head  office* 

Burials.  — In  case  of  deaths  amongst  the  refugees  the  remains  are  to  be  buried  in 
the  cemetery,  the  only  exception  being  as  regards  members  of  the  Jewish  persuasion, 
for  whom  special  arrangements  must  be  made.  Funeral  expenses  will  be  paid  by  those 
who  are  able  to  do  so  ;  and  for  those  who  are  destitute  the  charge  will  be  made  to  the 
civil  administration,  and  the  bills  passed  and  sent  to  the  Head  office. 

Censoring  of  Letters. — The  Superintendent  will  use  his  discretion  with  regard  to 
what  letters  he  may  think  require  censoring,  and  he  will  stop  all  such  and  forward 
them  to  the  Press  Censor. 

Rations. — A  correct  record  of  all  rations  issued  will  be  kept  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  camp,  and  will  be  divided  into  Transvaal,  Orange  River  Colony,  and 
Natal,  to  be  rendered  monthly  to  the  head  office. 
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Issues  Allowed  when  Required: — 

Blankets,  men  and  women,  2  each  ;  children,  1  each. 

Camp  kettles,  1  per  fiimily. 

Pails,  I.G.,  1  per  femily. 

Wash  basins,  1  per  femily. 

Brooms  and  axes,  1  to  each  row  of  tents.   ' 

Six  marquees  in  a  row,  or  12  circular  tents. 

Necessary  clothing  may  be  issued  on  the  following  conditions  : — 

A  detailed  list  of  issued  should  be  kept,  and  a  charge  for  each  issue,  with  full 
particulars  of  recipient,  and  receipt  signed. 

Offences  committed  by  refugees  will  be  dealt  with  as  follows  :  — 

(a)  All  civil  offences  will  be  dealt  with  by  a  magistrate  according  to  the  laws 

of  NataL 

(b)  Breaches   of   the   Camp   Regulations,   which    cannot    be    dealt   with  by 

the     Superintendent,    must    be     at    once    reported    to    the    military 
commandant  of  the  district. 

All  enquiries  and  applications  re  refugees  should  be  forwarded  to  the  head  office, 
Pietermaritzburg. 

All   applications  to    reside  outside    the   camp  must  be   sent  to  the  head  office, 
Pietermaritzburg. 

A  copy  of  the  Camp  Regulations  should  be  placed  on  a  board  in 'each  tent,  and  an 
inventory  of  what  has  been  issued  to  each  tent  on  the  other  side  of  the  board. 


No.  15. 

Administratob  lord  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  November  16,  1901.) 

High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg, 
Sib,  October  24,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
from  the  Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Orange  River  Colony,  enclosing  the  report  of 
the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Refugee  Camps,  Orange  River  Colony,  for  the  month 
ending  September  30th,  1901. 

I  have,  &c., 
MILNER, 
Administrator,  Orange  River  Colony. 


•Enclosure  in  No.  15. 

From  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner. 

Government  Ofl&ces,  Bloemfontein, 
My  Lord,  October  12,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  Your  Excellency  the  original  of  the 
Report  by  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Refiigee  Camps,  .Orange  Kiver  Colony,  for  the 
month  ending  30th  September,  1901.  I  am  glad  that  the  Chief  Superintendent  is  able 
to  announce  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  death  rate. 

A  copy  has  also  been  sent  to  the  General  Commanding-in-Chie£ 

,  I  have,  &c., 

H.  GooLD- Adams, 
Deputy  Administrator,  Orange  River  Colony. 

His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner, 
Johannesburg. 
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Grovernment  Offices,  Bloemfontein,  Orange  River  Colony. 
October  8,  1901. 
Sib, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  this  my  report  on  Refugee  Camps,  for  the  month 
ending  30th  September,  1901,  with  a  view  to  same  being  submitted  to  the  High 
Commissioner  and  General  Commanding-in-Chief. 

1.  Distribution  of  camps.  No  additional  camps  have  been  formed  during  the  past 
month.  The  recent  camp  at  Orange  River,  taken  over  by  the  civil  administration  on  the 
Ist  Augttst  last,  is  now  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  state  ;  both  t^he  refugees  and  staff  are 
comfortable.  The  supplies,  medical  comforts,  &c.,  come  forward  regularly.  Bath  houses, 
washing  troughs,  and  permanent  latrines  have  been  erected.  There  is  an  abundant 
supply  of  good  drinking  water  procured  from  five  wells.  The  analysis  of  the  water 
proves  it  to  be  of  excellent  quality, 

A  list  of  camps,  giving  distribution  at  each  place,  together  with  the  reserve 
accommodation,  is  shown  as  under. 

The  Secretary, 

Orange  River  Colony  Administration, 

Bloemfontein. 


Return  op  Strength  on  30th  September,  1901. 


Camp. 

Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Beeerre 
Acoommodatitm. 

Aliwal  North       

720 

1,584 

2,346 

4,650 

NU 

Bloemfonteia       

769 

1,860 

3,836 

6,465 

NU 

Brandfort 

481 

1,167 

2,197 

3,815 

800 

Bethalie 

536 

1,581 

2,682 

4,799 

Nil 

Heilbron 

391 

983 

1,999 

3,373 

20 

Harrismith           

190 

412 

702 

1,304 

20 

KrooQStad 

527 

1,072 

1,797 

3396 

250- 

Kimberley             

578 

1,149 

1,994 

3,721 

Nil 

Nervals  Pont        

558 

1,056 

1,670 

3,284 

70- 

Springfontein       

397 

945 

1,616 

2,958 

Nil 

Vredefort  Roa.1 

254 

623 

1,098 

1,975 

lOO- 

Winbnrg- 

463 

998 

1,800 

3,261 

Nil 

Orange  River        

128 

490 

904 

l,52iJ 

Nil 

Kromelleboog      

3 

3 

13 

19 

Nil 

Total          

5,995 

13,923 

24,654 

44,572 

1,260 

2.  Medical  officers  and  hospital  staff: — 

The  distribution  of  medical  officers  and  hospital  staff  is  the  same  as  shown  in  my 
report  for  the  month  ending  Slst  August,  with  the  following  exceptions  : — 

Dr.  Pern  vice  Dr.  Becker  at  Bloomfontein  Camp.  The  medical  staff  at  Brandfort 
has  been  increased  bjr  Dr.  Poison,  at  Kimberley  by  Dr.  Elmes,  at  Vredefort  Road  by  Dr. 
Monkton,  and  at  Heilbron  by  Dr.  Spong. 
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3.  Death  Rate. — The  death  rate  still  conthiue  abnormally  high,  but  I  am  pleased  to 
report  a  considerable  improvement  on  last  month.  Measles  have  abated  in  many  camps, 
such  as  Kroonstad,  Aliwal  North,  and  Bethulie,  but  broken  out  in  a  virulent  form  at 
JBrandfort  and  Heilbron.     Pneumonia  is  still  rife. 

Statistics  show  a  decrease  of  39*87  per  mille  per  annum  on  last  month's  figures. 

The  rates  of  death  per  mille  per  annum  from  the  Ist  to  30th  September,  1901,  will 
be  found  as  under  : — 


Camp. 

Number  of  deaths 
daring  Septraitwr. 

PopnUtion  on 
SOth  September. 

Bate  per  1,000  per 

Aliwal  North       

Bloemfontoin       

Brandfort 

Bethalie 

Harrismith           

Heilbron 

Eimberley 

Kroonstad 

Norvals  Pont        

Springf ontein       

Vredefort  Road 

Winburg 

Orange  River       

43 

107 

138 

236 

2 

144 

53 

171 

36 

33 

69 

30 

19 

4,650 
6,465 
3,845 
4,799 
1,304 
2,373 
3,396 
3,721 
3,284 
2,958 
1.975 
3,261 
1,522 

110-96 
198-60 
430-68 
590-10 
18-41 
512-30 
187-27 
551-46 
181-54 
133-87 
419-24 
110-39 
139-80 

Total 

1,081 

44,572 

272-66 

This  makes  the  total  average  for  the  month  of  September  272*66  per  mille  per 
annum. 

I  attribute  this  abnormally  high  death  rate  to  the  following  causes  : — 

(a.)  The  severe  epidemic  of  measles,  followed  by  other  complications,  whilst 
ceasing  in  many  camps,  has  during  the  month  broken  out  at  Brandfort 
and  Heilbron. 

{b.)  Many  refugees  are  brought  in  in  a  deplorable  state.     Of  a  total  of  deaths 
of  1,081  during  the  month,  measles  and  complications  fix)m  after  effects 
—  account  for  367. 

(c.)  It  is  difficult  to  prevent  Boer  women  doctoring  their  children  wiA 
medicines  concocted  by  themselves  from  herbs,  &c.  Some  women  in 
Heilbron  this  month  gave  their,  children  dog's  blood  to  drink  when  in  ft 
critical  state  ;  the  results,  naturally,  were  fatal.  It  is  difficult  to  watch 
such  a  vast  number  of  people,  and  prevent  them  using  their  own 
medicines  and  cures.  Dutch  medicines  are  strictly  prohibited  in  all 
camps. 
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A  Tabls  shoMring  tEe  Number  of  Sick  weekly  in  each  Gamp,  and  the  Number  of 
Deaths  among  same  will  be  found  imder :  — 


Gamp. 

Namb«r  of  Siok  in 

Hoepital, 

September  1  to  7, 

1901. 

Number  of  Deatba 

among  Siok  in 

HoaiHtal, 

Soiitombw  1  to  7, 

1901. 

Number  of  Siok  in 

Hospital, 

September  7  to  16, 

1801. 

Number  of  Death* 
among  Siok  in     f 
HMpital 
September  7  to  16,  . 
1901. 

■  r 

Aliwal  North           

155 

NU 

22 

Nil 

Bloemfontein            

179 

10 

164 

7          •. 

firandfort       ...        

60 

1 

62 

10 

Bethtdie         -.        

42 

3 

50 

9 

Harrismith    .•• 

12 

Nil 

5 

1 

Heilbron        ..•        

18 

Nil 

17 

2 

Kimberley     

44 

3 

52 

7 

Eroonstad      

75 

8 

91 

17 

Norvals  Pont 

57 

3 

71 

7 

Springfontein           

44 

5 

44 

7 

Vredefort  Road        

15 

2 

34 

Nil 

Winburg        

35 

6 

36 

4 

Orange  River            

17 

2 

6 

Nil 

Camp. 

Number  of  Siok  in 

Hospital, 

September  16  to  32, 

1901. 

Number  of  Deaths 

among  Siok  in 

Hospital, 

September  16  to  22, 

1901. 

Number  of  Siok  in 

Hospital, 

September  33  to  30, 

1901. 

Number  of  Deaths 
among  such  Patients 

in  Hospital, 

September  38  to  30, 

1901. 

AllT^al  North           

19 

1 

23 

2 

Bloemfontein           

108 

3 

140 

23 

Bnndfort      

50 

4 

129 

29 

Betholie        

59 

8 

77 

16 

Harrismith     

8 

Nil 

9 

Nil 

Heilbron        

19 

1 

20 

1 

Kimberley     

51 

4 

48 

5 

Eroonstad      

102 

9 

99 

17 

Nervals  Pont 

61 

4 

78 

4 

Springfontein          

50 

5 

64 

4 

Vredefort  Road        

53 

5 

43 

7 

Winbai^        

26 

2 

24 

1 

Orange  River...'       

38 

2 

32 

Nil 

The  total  niunber  of  children  who  have  died  during  the  month  of  September  is  885. 

4.  Sanitation  in  all  Camps  continues  to   be  kept  in  a   state  of  efficiency,   and 
Superintendents  never  relax  their^efOorta  to  keep  their  Camps  in  a  thoroughly  sanitary 
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state.     Extra  latrine  accommodation  has  been  provided  to  cope  with  the  steady  incrasef 
and  everything  possible  is  being  done  for  the  better  sanitation  of  the  Camps. 

5.  Health  is  decidedly  bad  on  the  whole,  but  there  is  a  slight  improvement  on  last 
month's  figures,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  outbreak  of  epidemics  in  Heilbron  and 
Brandfort  there  might  have  been  still  further  improvement.  Both  Medical  Officers  and 
Nurses  continue  to  work  at  a  very  high  pressure,  and  I  hope  that  the  figures  for  next 
month  will  show  a  further  improvement. 

6.  Reports  and  Returns. — ^No  additional  reports  or  returns  have  been  called  for 
since  my  report  for  the  month  of  August  was  submitted. 

7.  Financial. — The  net  expenditure  during  September  has  been  £71,920  0*.  U^ 
showing  an  average  cost  of  1^.  0||<f.  per  head  per  diem.  This  total  is  arrived  at  lij 
deducting  fix)m  the  gross  expenditure  £7,294  \2s.  9d.,  paid  to  the  credit  of  this  depart- 
ment  by  the  civil  contractors,  being  the  value  of  captured  stock  taken  over  by  them  it 
various  camps  during  the  month.  The  net  expenditure  on  refugee  camps  finom  tbe 
1st  March  to  30th  September,  1901,  amounts  to  £276,330  7s.  M. 

8.  Spiritual. — ^No  changes  have  been  made  during  the  month,  but  I  regret  to  saj 
that  several  Dutch  reformed  clergymen  are  leaving,  owing  to  their  having  been  called 
for  by  their  respective  congr^ations.  However,  the  matter  is  under  the  supervision  oi 
the  Rev.  Robertson,  who  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements. 

9.  Fi^l  and  Transport. — Matters  are  improving,  the  Army  Service  Corps  giving 
me  every  assistance  in  their  power. 

10.  Clothing. — During  September  the  sum  of  £l,208  ISs.  6d.  has  been  expended 
in  providing  necessary  articles  of  clothing  for  destitute  refugees,  and  a  large  number  of 
blankets  have  been  distributed. 

11.  Shops  are  experiencing  difficulties  in  obtaining  supplies,  but  I  have  every  hope 
of  an  incr^tsed  truck  accommodation  in  the  next  few  weeks,  when  matters  will  be  on  i 
tK>under  basis. 

12.  Supplies. — Continue  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  and  both  Superintendents  and 
refagees  unanimously  declare  their  satisfaction  with  the  supplies  issued,  except  the  issue 
of  meat,  when  captured  stock  is  given  ;  however,  the  quality  is  now  rapidly  improving  (»i 
account  of  the  recent  rains,  the  animals  being  able  to  obtain  better  grazing. 

13.  General. — The  general  state  of  health  has  improved,  and  I  look  forward  to» 
still  greater  improvement  this  month.  The  incinerator  at  Kroonstad  has  been  removed, 
which  will  undoubtedly,  in  future,  minimise  the  risk  of  a  high  death-rate  at  that  Gamp. 
A  large  portion  of  the  Camp  has  also  been  removed  to  higher  ground. 

I  visited  the  Brandfort  and  Winburg  Camps  during  the  latter  part  of  the  montL 
I'he  people  were  very  grateful  for  what  was  being  done  for  them,  and  the  Camps  are  kept 
in  the  most  cleanly  and  efficient  state. 

The  Ladies  Commission  has  visited  and  reported  on  the  following  Camps  under  tbe 
vQrange  River  Colony  Administration  : — 

Kimberley  on  the  26th  August. 
Norvals  Pont  on  the  31st  August. 
Orange  River  on  the  29th  August. 
Aliwal  North  on  the  5th  September. 
Bethulie  on  the  7th  September. 
Bloemfontein  on  the  16th  September. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  G.  Tkollofe,  Captain, 

Chief  Superintendent  Refugee  Camp, 
Orange  River  Colony. 
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No!  16. 

Administbatob  lord  MILNER  to  Me.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  November  16,  1901.) 

Sir,  High  Commissioner's  OflSce,  Johannesburg,  October  24,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  despatch  from  the  Deputy 
Administrator  of  the  Orange  River  Colony,  forwarding  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Hefer 
on  the  subject  of  his  treatment  while  in  the  refugee  camp  at  Vredefort  Road,  Orange 
River  Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 
Administrator,  Orange  River  Colony. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16. 


My  Lord,  October  10,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  for  Your  Excellency's  information,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Reverend  J.  C.  Hefer,  late  Dutch  Reformed  Church  Minister  at 
Vredefort  Road  Refugee  Camp. 

The  views  expressed  by  Mr.  Hefer  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  Refugees 
may  be  of  interest  to  Youj  Excellency  in  view  of  the  feet  that  Mr.  Hefer  has  refused  ta 
take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  GooLD  Adams, 

Deputy  Administrator. 
His  Excellency 

The  High  Commissioner, 
Johannesburg. 


Honourable  Sir,  Worcester,  October  3,  190L 

Through  sickness  in  my  family,  and  the  loss  by  death  of  two  of  my  children 
whilst  in  the  Camp  at  Vredefort  Road,  1  have  been  unable  to  tender  Your  Honour  my 
thanks  for  the  kind  consideration  shown  me  and  mine.  I  therefore  now  wish  to  convey 
to  Your  Honour  the  sincere  gratitude  of  myself  and  femily  for  the — 

Free  ministration  granted  me  whilst  in  Camp,  and  the 
Free  First  Class  Pass  to  Worcester. 

It  will  always  be  my  happy  privilege  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  to  testify  to  the  good 
treatment  of  refrigees  in  the  Vredefort  Koad  Camp,  and  of  the  goodwill  shown  us  all  by 
Your  Honour. 

I  beg  further  to  add  that  it  is  by  no  means  my  desire  to  be  parted  from  my  flock  at 
Vredefort  Road,  but  that,  after  a  few  months  of  rest,  of  which  I  am  now  greatly  in  need, 
I  should  be  gratefril  to  be  allowed  returning  to  my  people  in  Camp. 

Commending  Your  Honour  to  the  God  of  Peace  and  Love,  whom  we  by  happy 
experience  know  Your  Honour  is  serving, 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  C.  Hefer,  D.  R.  Minister, 

Parys,  Orange  River  Colony. 

His  Honour  the  Administrator 

of  the  Orange  River  Colony, 
Bloemfontein. 
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No.  17. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administbatob  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  3.45  p.m.,  November  16, 1901.) 

Telegram. 

[Ajiswered  by  Nos.  20  and  32.] 

November  16.  No.  1.  You  are  now,  I  understand,  receiving  all  reports  relating 
to  the  refugee  camps  and  are  in  a  position  to  exercise  full  control  of  the  arrangements 
for  all  camps. 

It  is  necessary,  in  view  of  your  responsibility,  that  I  should  be  satisfied  that  all 
possible  steps  are  being  taken  to. reduce  the  rate  of  mortality,  especially  among 
children,  and  that  full  and  early  reports  of  the  state  of  the  -camps  should  be  sent  to  me, 
with  statistics  as  to  population,  distinguishing  sexes,  sickness  and  mortaHty,  nature 
of  rations,  outline  of  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements. 

These  should  be  rendered  monthly,  also  a  summary  statistical  statement  every 
week,  any  important  features  of  which,  such  as  a  high  rate  of  mortality  or  the  outbreak 
of  an  epidemic,  should  be  telegraphed  to  me. 

I  am  anxious  to  receive  at  once  by  telegraph  a  statement  as  to  whether  the  high 
rates  of  sickness  and  mortality  in  August  in  the  camps  in  the  Orange  River  CJolony  at 
Kroonstad,  Bethulie,  Aliwal  North,  and  Kimberley,  and  in  the  camps  in  the  Transvaal 
at  Heidelberg,  Pietersburg,  and  Middelburg  have  abated,  antl  as  to  what  steps  have 
been  taken  recently  to  improve  matters  and  cope  with  the  increased  mortality  from 
June  onwards  in  the  camps  generally. 

Are  you  satisfied  that  the  medical  and  nursing  staflE  is  sufficient,  and  that  adequate 
steps  are  taken  to  have  cases  of  infectious  disease  detected  immediately,  isolated  and 
treated  specially?  It  is  shown  by  the  reports  that  a  great  deal  of  good  work  has  been 
done  and  that  there  is  every  desire  to  do  what  is  necessary  for  health  and  comfort,  but 
still  the  death  rate  has  been  going  up  steadily  and  the  present  situation  cannot  be 
accepted  if  forethought  and  science  can  suggest  any  expeoients  for  curing  or  prevent- 
ing it.  The  camps  must,  if  necessary,  be  moved  and  broken  up  into  smaller  units,  as  I 
liave  already  indicated.  Do  you  feel  satisfied  that  it  is  wise  that  the  new  camps  in 
Natal  should  be  started  on  such  a  large  scale  ? 

Are  there  many  cases  of  enteric  and  have  you  reason  to  apprehend  epidemic  of 
this  disease ?    If  so,  what  steps  are  you  taking  to  cope  with  it? 

Are  adequate  steps  taken  to  secure  that  all  camps  have  the  same  re^utions  and 
treatment?  Satisfactory  arrangements  should  be  made  for  all  camps  bemg  visited  in 
turn  and  periodical  reports  made  on  their  condition. 

I  understand  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  already  directed  in  his  telegram  of 
2nd  November  that  a  summary  of  amendments  adopted  in  each  camp  in  consequence 
of  the  recommendations  of  Mrs.  Fawcett's  Committee  should  be  sent  home  by  mail 
You  have,  I  presume,  seen  this  summary. 

Any  recommendations  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  by  mescal  officers 
who  Jiave  reported  on  camps  should,  of  course,  receive  most  attentive  consideration. 

If  you  feel  that  you  are  really  hampered  by  military  exigencies  in  the  efficient 
administration  of  the  camps  I  must  be  informed  and  your  position  must  be  recon- 
sidered. Of  course  you  will  impress  my  views  on  Goold- Adams.  McCallum  should 
also  be  informed. 

Is  the  proportion  of  refugees  whom  we  are  not  bound  by  promise  to  k^P  ^ 
the  Orange  River  CJolony  and  Transvaal  a  large  one?  If  so,  might  we  not  simplify 
weatly  the  difficulties  of  transport  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  the  size  of  the  camjg 
by  moving  them  to  ,the  coast?  It  is  suggested  that  East  London  is  likely  to  be  a  good 
site  for  a  camp,  which  could  be  managed  in  the  sam«  way  as  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

With  regard  to  those  who  have  been  promised  that  they  will  be  kept  in  thdr  own 
districts,  the  option  of  being  removed -to'-tfee^ewafr  to  meio  healthy  conditions  might  De 
given  them. 
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Indian  experience  in  famine  oampe  indicates  that  cmestion  of  a  pure  water  supply 
is  paramount  and  that  as  soon  as  a  camp  becomes  unnealthy  and  the  water  supply 
aflfected  it  must  be  evacuated;  also  that  camps  ought  not  to  be  too  lai^e — ^not  over, 
say,  5,000.  Camps  of  that  size  might  be  subdivided  into  smaller  section^,  with  a  person 
in  subordinate  charge  for  reporting  sickness  aaid  for  sanitary  arrangements. 


No.  18. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McCALLUM  (Natal). 

(Sent  3.5  p.m.,  November  20,  1901.) 

Telegram. 
[Answered  by  No.  21.] 

November  20.  No.  1.  With  reference  to  your  despatch*  October  10,  I  have 
telegraphed  to  Lord  Milner  regarding  Orange  River  Colony  and  Transvaal  camps  and 
he  will  communicate  to  you  my  views  as  to  taking  all  possible  precautions  for  ensuring 
good  hospital  and  sanitary  arrangements  and  preventing  epidemics  and  high  mortality. 

lu  view  of  experience  of  large  camps  in  the  two  new  Colonies,  I  am  uneasy  at  the 
idea  of  10,000  persons  being  placed  in  two  camps  not  far  from  each  other.  The  risk  of 
an  epidemic  spreading  through  so  large  a  number  is  considerable  and  an  epidemic,  when 
once  started,  will  be  difficult  to  stamp  out.  What  is  the  advice  on  this  point  of  your 
medical  experts  ?  Whom  have  you  consulted  ?  The  size  of  the  camps  must,  I  think, 
be  reconsidered. 


No.  1%  • 
Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  7  p.m.,  November  20,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

November  20.  No.  4.  Referring  to  my  telegram  of  16th  November,  No.  l.t 
In  reading  the  reports  on  the  camps,  i  am  much  impressed  by  the  necessity  for  strict 
discipline  in  all  matters  relating  to  health ;  the  compulsory  removal  of  those  suffering 
from  infectious  disease  and  of  those  seriously  ill  is  essential,  and  for  the  detection  of 
disease  it  would  seem  that  great  assistance  would  be  given  to  the  medical  staff  by 
utilizing  Boer  women  of  the  right  stamp  as  probationers  in  uniform,  who  would 
readily  obtain  access  to  the  tents  at  any  tune  of  the  day. 

As  regards  the  observance  of  cleanly  habits  and  sanitary  rules  some  suitable  and 
efi&cacious  form  of  punishment  appears  to  be  necessary.  We  cannot  allow  the  refrac- 
toriness of  a  few  individuals  to  imperil  the  health  of  a  w^hole  camp.  At  the  Standerton 
camp  I  see  that  the  reduction  of  the  sugar  or  coffee  ration  for  a  day  was  adopted  as 
the  expedient,  and  found  sufl&cient. 

Have  you  considered  whether  refractory  and  irreconcilable  elements  in  various 
camps  should  not  be  placed  apart  in  some  one  or  two  separate  campsT  This  point 
should  be  borne  in  mind  in  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  break  up  certain  camps. 

The  successful  workijig  of  a  camp  must,  of  course,  depend  very  largely  on  the 
superintendent.  If  you  are  in  any  need  of  trained  men,  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  obtain  through  the  India  Ofl&ce  the  services  of  officers  who  have  had  very  analogous 
experience  in  the  famine  camps,  and  you  must  not  fail  to  ask  for  such  assistance  if 
you  require  it. 


•  No.  7.  t  No.  17. 
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No.  20. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  10.28  a.m.,  November  21,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

[Answered  by  Nos.  27  and  29.] 

20th  November.  No.  496.  Referring  to  your  telegrams  8th  November  No.  1  and 
16th  November  No.  !.•  Every  attention  is  being  given  to  the  matter.  It  absorbs  for 
the  moment,  in  fisM5t,  practically  the  whole  of  my  time  to  the  great  detriment  of  other 
business.  Indeed,  I  should  be  glad  if  someone  else  could  take  it  over  but  I  do  not  see 
who  there  is.  The  Commander-in-Chief  is,  if  possible,  even  busier  than  I  am  and  can 
afford  still  less  to  neglect  other  work.  AH  the  considerations  which  are  urged  by 
jou  are  being  carefuUy  weighed.  I  am  in  communication  with  Governors  of  Natal  and 
Gape  to  to  number  and  sites  of  camps  which  might  be  established  in  these  Colonies. 
I  have  also  had  frequent  conferencf  s  with  members  of  Commission  who  are  here  just 
now.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  able  to  have  a  well-considered  plan.  Things  would 
only  be  made  worse  by  flurried  action. 

I  will  also  do  what  I  can  to  furnish  the  statistics  you  desire  but  would  b^  you  to 
bear  in  mind  that  already  all  competent  persons  engaged  in  this  businesss  are  desperately 
overworked.  That  we  are  so  very  shorthanded  is  perhaps  the  greatest  of  all  our  difficulties 
and  you  will  agree  that,  important  as  detailed  information  undoubtedly  is,  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  harass  men  whose  whole  time  is  required  for  superintendence  and  organization 
with  incessant  demands  for  elaborate  reports  and  statistics. 

As  regards  the  camps  to  which  you  specially  refer  I  will  telegraph  progress  in  a  day 
or  two. 


•  No.  21. 

Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McCALLUM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  6.5  p.m.,  November  21,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

Slst  November.  No.  1.  With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  the  20th  November, 
No.  l.f  Am  in  correspondence  about  Merebank  Camp  with  High  Commissioner. 
Principal  Medical  Officer,  Durban,  approved  site  arrangements. 


No.  22. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  3.5  a.m.,  November  22,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

[Answered  by  No.  23.] 

21  St  November.  No.  502.  With  reference  to  my  telegram  of  31st  October,t  when 
may  I  expect  doctors  and  nurses  asked  for  ?  I  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase 
number  of  nurses  asked  for  by  20  and  the  doctors  by  five,  m  view  of  great  and 
increasing  labour  of  fighting  mortality  in  existing  camps  and  the  need  for  estab- 
lishment of  new  ones.    I  would  emphasize  importance  of  securing  competent  men. 


•  Nob.  9  and  17.  t  No.  18.  t  No.  6. 
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No.  23. 

Mb.  chamberlain  to  Administbatob  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  h  p.m.,  November  22,  1901.) 

Teleobax. 

[Answered  by  No.  26.] 


Novepfiber  22.  No.  6.  Referring?  to  your  telegram  of  November  2l8t,  No.  502,* 
about  10  doctors  and  12  matrons  sail  on  ^^  Canada"  November  26th;  names  and 
exact  number  will  be  telegraphed.  Doctors  selected  appear  satisfactory,  and  I  believe 
five  more  good  men  can  be  obtained.  Some  lady  doctors  with  high  qualifications 
among  candidates  ;  would  it  be  well  to  select  one  or  two  ?  Telegraph  reply  as  soon 
as  possible.  As  regards  nurses,  you  asked  for  matrons  for  Transvaal  in  your  telegram 
October  31st,  No.  4o4,"|'  and  only  thoroughly  qualified  matrons  are  being  sent ;  do 
you  want  20  more  matrons  in  addition  to  fifteen  already  asked  for,  or  are  20  nurses 
required  ? 


Sm, 


No.  24. 

General  LOBD  KITCHENER  to  WAR  OFFICE. 
(Received  in  War  Office,  November  23,  1901.) 

Army  Headquarters,  South  Africa,  Pretoria, 

November  1,  1901. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  reports  on  the  Refugee  Camps  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony,  Natal,  and  the  Transvaal  for  the  month  of  September,  1901. 

With  reference  to  the  report  on  Merebank  Camp,  Natal,  arrangements  are  being 
completed  to  buy  what  clothing  may  be  required,  and  to  keep  some  in  store  for  imme- 
diate issue.  Men  have  been  sent  from  other  camps  to  assist  in  keeping  the  camp  clean, 
and  to  perform  other  necessary  duties. 

I  have,  &c., 

KITCHENER, 

General, 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  24. 


Government  Offices,  Bloemfontein,  Orange  River  Colony, 
My  Lord,  October  12,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  ReportJ 
by  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Refugee  Camps,  Orange  River  Colony,  for  the  month 
ending  30th  September,  1901.  I  am  glad  that  the  Chief  Superintendent  is  able  to 
announce  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  death  rate. 

A  copy  has  also  been  sent  to  His  Excellency  the  High  Conmiissioner. 

I  have,  &c., 
H.  GooLD- Adams, 

Deputy  Administrator, 

Orange  River  Colony. 
The  General 

Commanding-^'n-Chief, 

Army  Headquarters,  Pretoria. 


No.  22. 


t  No.  6. 
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Enclosure  2  in  No.  24t. 

Deputy  Adjutant-General, 

Natal,  Newcastle,  Maritzburg,  October  9,  1901: 

In  forwarding  the  monthly  reports  on  the  Refugee  Camps  at  Howick  and 
Pietermaritzburg,  I  would  mention  that  the  administration  is  now  being  handed  over 
to  the  Civil  Executive  of  the  Colony. 

H.  E.  Rawson, 

Colonel, 
Commanding  M.  S.  DistxkL 


MnjTARY  Sbcretaby,  Newcastle,  October  11, 1901. 

Pretoria, 

Forwarded. 

F.  Amber, 
Major, 
A.  P.  M.  for  G.  0.  C,  Natal. 


Sub-enclosure  1  in  Enclosure  2  in  No.  24. 

HoNTm^Y  Report  for  Boer  Refugee  Camp,  PiETERMARrrzBURG,  for  September. 

,1,    Sanitation. — ^The  night-soil  is  removed  by  the  contractor;  the  burghers  are 
reirponsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  their  own  lines. 

Commodious  wash-houses  are  provided,  and  there  is  now  ample  latrine  acccm^ 
modation  in  the  camp. 

2.  Schools. — The  school  has  been  closed  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  measles.  The 
elder  children  are  permitted  to  attend  the  Civil  Schools  in  the  town. 

3.  Hospital. — A  ward  is  set  aside  in  the  Military  Hospital,  Fort  Napier,  for  bad 
cases.  There  has  been  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  among  the 
children,  which  has  occasioned  several  deaths.    This  epidemic  has  now  run  its  course. 

To  meet  this  two  Nursing  Sisters  have  been  sent  to  live  in  ^e  camp,  and  another 
Civil  Surgeon  appointed  from  the  Hospital  to  assist  Dr.  Hagen,  the  Medical  Officer 
in  charge. 

The  sick  are  supplied  with  everything,  in  reason,  on  the  order  of  the  Medical 
Officer. 

4.  Daily  routine. — ^About  60  men  have  found  employment  in  the  town,  and  68 
boys  in  the  Natal  brewery.  The  rations  of  those  who  have  found  employment  are 
stopped,  so  as  not  to  give  them  undue  advantage  over  the  civilian  labourer.  Owing 
to  labour  being  scarce  at  present,  there  have  not  been  any  complaints  on  this  score. 

All  the  general  fatigues  are  carried  out  by  the  Burghers,  and  some  of  the  more 
trustworthy  are  employed  to  maintain  order  and  discipline  in  the  camp. 

5.  Religious  Instruction. — This  is  carried  out  by  the  Reverend  Rousseau,  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church;  the  schoolroom  is  used  for  this  purpose,  but  owine  to  the 
epidemic  of  measles,  service  was  not  held,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical 
Officer. 
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6.  Row  Refugees  are  housed.— Jh  huts,  10  per  hut.  <Maiquees,  8  to  10  pet  tent; 
in  bell  tents^  ibout  5  per  tent  for  bachelors. 

7.  General  Hmarks. — ^The  rather  high  death  rate,  11  per  weeE  (nearly  all 
children),  was  occasioned  by  an  epidemic  of  measles  and  whooping  cough;  this  has 
now  run  its  course  and  is  practically  over. 

The  infection  was  brought  down  by  families  from  the  Transvaal. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  has  been  very  goo<i,  and  the  women  who  are  most  irrecon- 
cilable are  becoming  more  contented  with  their  lot,  and  have  improved  immensely  in 
the  cleanliness  of  their  habits. 

G.  P.  Appleby, 

Captain, 
Garrison  "Adjutant. 

Maritzburg,  October  9,  1901. 


Boer  Refugee  Camp,  Pietermabitzburg. 

RjfiTURK  showing  Number  of  Inmates,  Number  of  Weekly  Sick,  Number  of  Deaths, 
Number  of  Births,  Number  of  Arrivals,  and  Number  of  Departures  during  month 
of  September,  1901. 


Number  of  Inmates  let 
of  Month. 

Total 

Number  of  Weekly  Sick. 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

l8t 

Week. 

2nd 
Week. 

3rd 
Week. 

4th 
Week. 

1st 
Week. 

2nd 
Week. 

3rd 
Week. 

4th 
Week. 

White 

266 

676 

1,202 

2,144 

435 

372 

383 

267 

18 

15 

6 

6 

Coloitr^d      ... 

17 

17 

32 

66 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Number  of  Arrirals. 

Numbier  of  BtopRrtures. 

Number  of  Births  and 

Bate  of  Mortality 

amoB^  Buoh. 

MdL 

Women. 

Ohildxen. 

Men. 

Women. 

Childxen. 

Births. 

DealdiB. 

Wkite 
Colonred 

17 

1 

8 
1 

10 

2 

5 

11 

5 

— 

Pietermaritzburg, 

October  9,  1901. 


G.  P.  Appleby, 

Captain, 

A.  P.  M. 
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Sub-enclosure  2  in  Enclosure  2  in  No.  24. 

Maritzburg,  October  9, 1901. 

Boer  Refugeb  Camp,  Howick,  for  September. 

1.  Sanitation.— The  night  soil  is  removed  by  Sanitary  Contractor;  a  staff  of 
75  natiyes  are  employed  in  scavenging  and  general  sanitary  v^rork  of  the  camp,  u., 
cleaning  latrines,  v^rash-houses,  &c. 


2.    Schools.— An  average  of  300  children  attend  daily. 

Subjects  t\ 
Dutch  and  £ng] 


Subjects  taught. — ^Reading,  ymting,  arithmetic,  history,  geography,  scripture, 


3. .  Hospital. — ^A  ward  is  set  aside  in  general  hospital  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 
enteric  fever ;  no  case  has  occurred  for  the  last  15  weeks.  There  is  a  camp  hospital  con- 
sisting of  three  E.  P.  tents,  this  is  being  increased  by  6,  making  9  E.  P,  tents  for  hosp- 
tai  inspection  rooms,  maternity  wards,  &c. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  refugees  have  arrived  since  my  last  report.  Several 
cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  appeared  amongst  tiiem.  The  general  healtii 
of  the  new  arrivals  is  fairly  good.  A  Medical  Officer  &om  No.  15  general  hospital  is 
assisting  in  the  medical  work.  A  nursing  sister  has  arrived  and  another  is  expected 
shortly. 

The  sick  are  supplied  with  everything  they  require  on  order  of  Medical  OflBcer. 

4.  Daily  routine. — ^The  male  refugees  are  employed  in  various  ways.  Certain 
men  are  in  charge  of  each  line,  thev  attend  to  the  ropes  and  general  condition  of  the 
tents.  In  view  of  the  approaching  hot  weather  and  the  prevalence  of  zymotic  diseases 
during  the  summer  months,  the  Medical  Officer  has  suggested  a  system  of  disinfection, 
which  is  being  carried  out  by  the  refugees  as  follows: — every  other  day  two  marquees 
are  emptied  (the  inmates  being  placed  for  the  time  being  in  two  spare  tents)  and 
thoroughly  disinfected,  the  floors  to  the  outer  pegs  being  covered  with  chloride  of  lime, 
the  tents  remain  empty  for  two  days,  curtain  down.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  the 
whole  camp  will  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected  tliroughout.  Trenches  are  being 
deepened  to  guard  against  heavy  rainfalls. 

5.  Religious  Instruction. — Divine  service  is  held  daily,  Sunday  school  and  Bible 
classes.  Mr.  Van  der  Horst,  Duteh  Reform  Minister,  conducts  services  and  resides  in 
camp. 

6.  How  Refugees  are  housed. — In  marquees  (average  8  per  tent)  and  bell  tents, 

7.  General  remarks. — ^The  camp  has  been  considerably  enlarged  during  the  last 
month,  50  marquees  and  360  bell  tents  have  been  erected.  Ten  latrines  and  8  wash- 
houses  are  being  erected,  9  of  the  former  are  completed.  A  pipe  has  been  laid  from 
the  old  camp  to  supply  (as  a  temporary  measure)  water.  A  water-cart  is  running  daily. 
The  river  being  quite  near,  there  is  no  difficulty  as  regards  washing  clothes.  The 
engineers  are  erecting  a  new  pump  for  the  permanent  supply  of  water  for  the  new 
section  of  the  camp. 

The  sanitary  contractor  has  increased  his  plant  to  cope  with  the  extra  work,  four 
slop  carts  have  been  supplied  for  the  removal  of  damp  matter  and  slops.  The  equip- 
ment for  the  large  increase  during  this  month,  was  supplied  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  and  although  large  numbers  of  refugees  arrived,  at  very  short  notice,  accommo- 
dation and  necessary  equipment  was  ready  on  their  arrival  sufficient  for  the  time  being. 
Marquees  and  bell  tents  were  erected  as  temporary  latrines. 

The  new  arrivals  express  themselves  greatly  satisfied  with  the  treatment  they 
receive.  The  large  average  of  children  amongst  the  late  arrivals  will  necessitate  large 
school  accommodation.  Owing  to  the  presence  of  whooping  cough  and  measles  I  think 
the  matter  may  stand  for  the  present. 

G.  P.  Appleby, 

Captain, 

Garrison  Adjutant 
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BoRR  Kefuqee  Camp,  Howick. 

Return  showing  the  Number  of  Inmates,  Number  of  Weekly  Sick,  Number  of  Deaths, 
Number  of  Births,  Number  of  Arrivals,  Number  of  Departures  during  the  month  of 
September,  1901. 


Vnmber  of  Inmatw, 
Ist  of  Month. 

Total. 

Number  of  Weekly  Siok. 

'  Nnmlnjrof  Deftth*. 

Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

I8t 

Week. 

2nd 
Week. 

3zd 
Week. 

4th 
Week. 

iBt 

Week. 

2nd 
Week. 

8rd 
Week. 

4th 
Week. 

White 

87 

239 

349 

675 

10 

13 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Coloured 

1 

1 

15 

17 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

Namber  of  ArriTale. 

Number  of  Deportorei. 

Number  of  Births  and 
rate  of  MortaUty 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

White 
Coloured 

Ill 

680 

872 
6 

1 

4 

10 

3 

— 

Pietermaritzburg, 

9th  October,  1901. 


G.  P.  AiTLEBY,  Captain, 
A.  P.  M. 


Monthly  Return  :  Arrivals,  Departures,  Sick,  Number  of  Deaths  and  Births,  Merebank 

Refugee  Camp. 


No.  of  lamates 
l«t  of  Month. 

TotaL 

Weekly  Scale  of  Sick. 

NcofDeatha 

No.  of  ArrivalP  during 
Month. 

No.  of 
DepartuTOB. 

NaofBirthii 

and  Bate  of 

Mortality 

amongat  same. 

1 

1 

a 

i 

S 

1 

1 
1 

t 

1 

i 

1 

i 

M 

i 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

16th-21st 

Totil 

221 

Daily 
average 

Sir 

22nd-3nth 

Toal 

22S 

Diiry 

aYprago 

32> 

- 

- 

- 

22nd-3f)th 
Deathii 

i6 

100 
of  which 

95  ore 

nndcrr  16 

years  of 

age. 

m 

808 

- 

- 

- 

WrthisnlL 

Total  namber  of 
d.'ath^  among 
rerTigec8,6. 

Percentage. 
nominaL 

Deaths  at  Merebank  Boer  Refugee  Camp  during  the  Month  of  September,  1901. 


Men. 


Women. 


Cbildran. 


Malt. 


Female, 


Total  above       

Native  Servants  with  Uefagees 

Less  Deaths 


•••        ••• 


•••        ••• 


1,560 
23 

1,583 

( 

1,576 


Merebank  Refugee  Camp, 

Durban,  October  5, 1901. 


H»  M.  B0U8VIELD, 

CI.  Commandants 

V^'.  H.  L.  O'Neill, 

Lieut-Colonel,  Commandant. 
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Commandant's  Office,  Durban. 
Report  on  Merebank  Camp,  for  September,  1901. 

Sanitation, — ^Fairly  satisfactory.  Dry  eaxth  system  in  use.  Refuse  removed 
daily. 

Excellent  water  supply  from  Durban  Corporation  main. 

Sthocisr.—^^ot  yet  formed. 

Hospital, — Temporary  accommodation  in  marquees  till  the  huts  are  completed. 
Medical  Officer  resides  on  the  spot.    Children  are  mostly  treated  in  their  own  tents. 

Daily  \  routine. — The  inmates  of  this  camp  are  nearly  all  women  and  children  ; 
the  (jifficuliy  of  keeping  the  lines  clean,  and  maintaining  discipline,  is  consequently 
much  increased. 

Rations  are  issued  daily  from  store. 

Religious  instruction. — ^No  permanent  appointment  has  been  made,  it  being  very 
difficult  to  jBmd  any  minister  who  will  do  this  without  remuneration. 

How  Roused. — ^In  marquees  and  bell  tents,  an  average  of  10  to  the  former,  and 
5  to  the  latter. 

Clothing. — Many  of  these  people  are  in  a  very  poor  state,  and  it  is  most  important 
to  arrange  something  authorizing  clothing  to  be  bought. 

General  remarks. — ^The  utter  absence  of  men  is  a  serious  difficulty ;  women  cannot 
look  after  their  families  and  at  the  same  time  clean  the  camp,  draw  rations,  and  chop 
up  v^ood ;  many  of  them  have  neither  strength  or  health  to  do  it.  Something  like  10 
per  cent,  of  men  are  urgently  required,  and  if  they  cannot  be  sent  the  staff  of  cleanera 
&c.,  must  be  much  increased. 

Durban,  October  5,  1901. 

W.  H.  L.  O'Nedll, 

lieutenant-Colonel, 

Conmiandant. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

Military  Governor's  Office,  Pretoria,  October  31,  1901. 

Military  SECRETARy,  A.H.Q., 

H^EWiTH  September  Report,  Burgher  Camps. 

J.  G.  Maxwell,  M.  G., 
;  Major-General, 

Mlitary  Governor,  Pretoria. 


Burgher  Camps  Department.    Montk^y  Reports,  September,  1901. 

Military  Governor's  Office,  Pretoria,  October  28,  1901. 
General  Officer  CoMMANDiNo-iN-CmEF, 
South  Africa, 
I  HEREWITH  forwai:d  the  report  for  the  month  of  September,  1901,  on  the 
Refugee  Camps,  Transvaa^. 

Since  the  last  monthly  report  a  new  camp  has  been  established  at  Viyburg  on 
the  Kimberley  line.  ...       .  , 

On  the  whole  there  has- been  a  decided  improvement  in  the  general  conditions 
of  these  camps;  the  death  rate  continues  high,  owing  to  the  continuance  of  the 
epidemic  of  measles,,  which  has  y^lentlgssly  visited  every  camp,  its  type  being  most 
virulent  and  usually  complicated  with  lung  trouble. 

There  has  been  no  serious  outbreak  of  enteric,  which  speaks  well  for  the  general 
sanitary  conditions,  especially  if  the  extreme  neglect  of  the  Boers  in  all  such  matters 
b^  taken  into  consideration,  with  the  enormous  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  observance 
of  the  most  elementary  rules  of  sanitation. 

I  am  glad  to  notice  in  the*se  reports  that  we  are  gradually  overcoming  the  repug- 
nance of  the  inmates  to  attend  hospital ;  the  medical  staff  have  much  to  contend 
against,  for  if  the  people  are  forced  into  hospital,  they  conceal  disease;  again,  if  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


31 

are  npt  allowed  to  visit  their  sick  relatives,  the  hospital  becomes  unpopular.  Visitors 
an  often  responsible  for  much  mortality,  for  they  will  smuggle  food  and  qiiack  dtugsi 
to  tbeir  sick  friends,  with  fatal  results. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  education  and  experience  these  ignorant  prejwfices- 
will  cease. 

With  regard  to  the  local  Committees  of  Dutch  ladies  visiting  these  camps,  it  has 
been  found  by  sad  experience  that  they  do  far  more  harm  than  good ;  much  of  the 
unrest  and  opposition  to  rules  and  regulations  are  traceable  to  their  influence;  they 
qjread  malicious  rumours,  undermine  the  authority  of  the  officials,  distribute  qua^ 
remedies  in  opposition  to  the  directions  of  the  medical  ofl&cers.  This  was  particularijr 
the  case  at  Irene  and  Johannesburg  Camps ;  consequently,  I  have  forbidden  thear 
visits. 

I  have  also  had  difficulties  with  the  spiritual  advisers;  the  majority  of  these 
gentlemen  cannot  disassociate  themselves  from  politics,  and  do  much  to  encourage - 
Uie  feeling  of  oppression  and  depression  that  not  unnaturally  exists. 

It  is,  moreover,  undoubtedly  true  that  these  ladies  and  gentlemen  encourage  the- 
attitude  of  contempt  openly  displayed  towards  those  who  have  voluntarily  surrendered 
by  those  whose  relatives  are  still  on  commando.  This  feeling  has,  however,  been,  to 
a  great  extent,  counteracted,  by  sending  to  Natal  the  families  of  those  still  on  com- 
mando, and  those  who  entertam  towards  us  bitter  feelings. 

I  have  also  been  able  to  reduce,  to  some  extent,  the  more  crowded  camps.  Some 
6,000  have  thus  been  sent  away,  and  I  hope  still  further  to  be  able  to  reduce  such 
camps  as  Middelburg,  Potchefstroom,  and  Irene. 

During  the  past  month  the  Ladies'  Commission,  imder  Mrs.  Fawcett,  have  visited 
the  fdlowing  Transvaal  Camps: — 

Barberton, 

Balmoral, 

Belfast, 

Irene, 

Johannesburg, 

Klerksdorp, 

Krugersdorp, 

Middelburg, 

Mafeking, 

Potchefstroom, 

Vereeniging, 

Vryburg. 

They  have  made  various  suggestions,  all  of  which  will  receive  immediate  attention. 
These  recommendations  refer  in  the  main  to  increase  of  appliances  for  sanitation, 
increased  hospital  accommodation,  improvements  of  water  supply,  and  various  tojj^ 
gestions  as  to  the  management  and  interior  economy  of  the  camps.  Most  of  their 
recommendations  had  already  been  foreseen  and  arranged  for,  and  I  am  informed 
the  necessary  material  is  now  on  the  way  up. 

At  their  suggestion  I  have  requested  Lord  Milner  to  telegraph  to  England  for 
a  number  of  doctors  and  trained  nurses,  for  there  seems  no  possibility  of  any  further 
supply  from  South  Africa. 

I  had  applied  to  the  various  Uitlander  Committees  at  the  coast  for  suitable  young 
ladies  to  act  as  assistants  to  the  Camp  Matrons,  detailing  exactly  what  was  wanted, 
but  those  selected  and  sent  up  have  generally  proved  not  only  imsuitable  but  un- 
willing. 

The  Commission  condenmed  Mr.  Gardner,  the  Superintendent  of  Middelburg 
Camp,  as  ineflacient;  as  Dr.  Kendal  Franks  had  also  reported  unfavourably  on  this 
official,  I  have  now  replaced  him,  and  I  hope  his  successor  will  be  more  satisfactory. 

As  fast  as  the  necessary  appliances  arrive,  the  site  of  the  Middelburg  Camp  is 
bemg  shifted  to  a  more  favourable  spot.  .         .; 

The  schools  in  these  camps  are  most  popular,  and  gradually,  as  a  better  class  of 
teacher  arrive,  I  trust  the  improvement  wilT  be  still  more  marked. 
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I  am  glad  to  sa;^  that  there  is  now  a  good  prospect  of  obtaining  from  the  coast 
materiali  the  want  of  which  has  hampered  the  Supermtendents.  I  hope  very  shordy 
to  materially  improve  the  hospital  accommodation,  the  water  supply,  and  arrange 
for  the  construction  of  much  needed  appliances,  such  as  baths,  destructors,  tanks  tor 
boiling  water,  and  store  houses. 

I  have  brought  to  the  notice  of  Lord  Milner  and  the  Administration  of  this 
Colony  the  urgent  necessity  for  the  prompt  establishment  of  a  Government  orphanage. 
To  my  mind  it  is  most  essential.  There  are  a  considerable  number  of  orphans  in  me 
various  camps.  We  have  had  no  difficultv  so  far  in  getting  them  looked  after  and  taken 
into  other  fanulies,  so  long  as  they  are  fed  and  clothed  by  Government,  but  it  would 
be  distinctly  to  their  advantage  were  they  properly  looked  after,  and  trained  to  be 
useful  members  of  society. 

Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  C.B.,  is  completing  his  inspection  of  the  Transvaal  camps, 
and  is  now  engaged  on  the  Western  line  at  Mafcking  and  Vryburg. 

With  reference  to  the  mortality  in  these  camps,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  majority  of  the  healthy  men  amongst  the  Boers  are  either  on  conomando  or 
prisoners  of  war,  and  that  the  inmates  of  these  camps  consist  mainly  of  old  men  (many 
with  chronic  diseases),  sickly  men,  and  boys  (who  for  these  reasons  have  been  ex- 
empted from  conmiando),  and  of  women  and  children.  The  death  rate  is  further 
affected  by  the  insanitary  habits  of  the  majority,  by  the  use  of  noxious  drugs  and 
remedies,  by  their  wilful  disobedience  of  the  doctor's  orders,  and  their  extraordmaiy 
obstinacy  in  following  out  their  own  habits  of  life. 

No  doubt  also  the  fact  that  under  the  exigencies  of  the  present  circumstances 
Boer  families  are  unable  to  trek  from  the  high  to  the  low  veldt,  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  as  is  their  custom,  necessarily  affects  their  health. 

Owing  to  these  combined  circumstances,  which  render  the  work  of  the  officials 
extremely  arduous  and  difficult,  the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  those  who  succeed  in 
overcoming  them. 

As  regards  the  Natal  camps,  arrangements  have  recently  been  made,  with  your 
approval,  that  these  camps  should  be  administered  by  Civil  Authorities. 

Sir  Henry  McCallum,  the  Governor  of  Natal,  has  very  kindly  consented  to  under- 
take a  general  supervision,  and  he  has  appointed  Sir  T.  Murray,  K.C.M.G.,  as  General 
SuperintendeQt.  A  large  camp,  capable  of  containing  10,000  refugees,  is  now  in 
process  of  formation  at  Merebank,  near  Durban. 

According  to  present  arrangements.  Sir  T.  Murray  is  authorised  to  open  an  Im- 
prest Account  with  the  Chief  Paymaster,  Natal,  and  his  accounts  will  be  sent  up 
to  the  Head  Office,  Burgher  Camps  Department,  Pretoria,  for  audit. 

The  Natal  camps  will  now,  as  far  as  circumstances  permit,  be  rim  on  similar  lines 
to  those  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony. 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 

Major-General, 

Military  Governor. 
October  27,  1901. 


Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 
(a  S.  424.) 

The  MiLrrARY  Governor,  Burgher  Camps  Department, 

Pretorfa,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  October  25, 1901. 

Herewifh  I  beg  to  submit  Report  for  the  month  of  September,  1901,  viz.:— 

1.  Statistical  Return  of  Inmates,  Sick  and  Deaths  in  Burgher  Camps. 

2.  Fortnightly  Returns  as  supplied  to  A.  H  .Q. 

S,    Circulars: — 

No.  79,  re  Assistants  to  Camp  Matrons. 

No.  82,  re  paying  attention  to  circulars,  letters  and  telegrams. 
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4,    Memaranduin  in  reference  to  Administration  of  Burgher  Camps,  Transvaal: 

6.    Dr,  Kendal  Franks's  Reports  on  :— 
Heidelburg* 
Standerton.t 
Vereeniging.: 
Volksrust^ 

6.  Report,  Pretoria  Government  Relief  Committee. 

7.  Report,  Van  der  Hoven's  Drift  Camp. 

8.  General,  Monthly  and  Medical  Reports  from  individual  camps. 

W.  K.  Tucker, 
General  Superintendent, 


(G.  S.  424.) 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 
Sm,  Pretoria,  October  30,  1901. 

In  handing  you  the  Reports  for  the  month  of  September,  I  Bave  to  remark, 
with  reference  to  the — 

Balmoral  Camp. — That  the  lighting  arrangements  of  the  Hospital  tents  have  now 
been  put  on  a  satisfactory  basis  and  proper  lamps  provided. 

Belfast  Camp, — ^In  consequence  of  the  attack  on  the  camp  at  Belfast,  and  to  the 
fact  that  a  conspiracy  was  discovered  whereby  the  wives  of  men  on  commando  were 
endeavouring  to  collect  clothing,  to  be  smuggled  across  the  line,  the  Officer  Command- 
ing caused  all  clothing  in  Poynton's  Store  to  be  removed  to  the  railway  station,  and 
directed  that  no  clothing  should  be  supplied  to  anyone  without  a  written  order  from 
him. 

With  reference  to  the  Doctor's  report  on  the  Mafeking  Camp,  as  he  saw  it  when 
be  first  arrived,  provision  has  been  made  for  supplying  all  the  requirements  su^ested 
by  him. 

Standerton  Report. — The  circumstances  related  .by  the  Doctor,  as  to  the  over- 
crowding of  sick  persons  in  tents,  had  not  been  reported  to  head  office,  but  this  con- 
dition has  long  since  been  remedied. 

Volksrust  Cam^P' — ^The  Camp  Matron's  Staff  has  been  adequately  increased,  and 
her  department  is  giving  every  satisfaction. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  K.  Tucker, 
General  Superintendent. 
The  Military  Governor, 
Pretoria. 


See  pp.  296-299  of  [Cd.  819].  t  Ste  pp.  300-302  of  [Cd.  819]. 

X  See  pp.  303-305  of  [Cd.  819]. 
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Enclosure  2  in  Sub-Endosuie  8  in  No.  24. 

RbtVBN  showing  wasBher  «f  Ittuates,  Deaths,  aad  Births  in  BusaHBB  Cahps,  Tbabsvaal, 

for  two  weeks  ending  15th  September,  1901. 


Men. 

WOIDMl* 

Ohildien. 

TotaL 

In  Camp,  August  30th           

In  Camp,  September  15th      

10,496 
10,377 

22,036 
21,809 

25,983 
26,196 

58,515 
58,382 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  are  in  receipt  of  Government  relief  :— 

Men. 

Women. 

dhadren. 

Total. 

Pretoria 

Johannesburg 

151 
338 

« 

696 

1,932 

1,054 

2,625 

1,901 
4,895 

Men. 

Women. 

Ghildxen. 

Toua. 

Deaths  in  Burgher  Camps,  August  30th 
to  September  15th. 

26 

96 

537 

659 

During  the  past  two  we^ks  79  children  have  been  bom,  and  of  these  13  have  died. 


General  Superintendent. 


Return,  showing  number  of  Inmates,  Deaths  and  Births  in^iJRGHER  Camps,  TRANSVAAL, 

for  two  weeks  ending  15th  September,  1901. 


Natives. 

Men. 

Women. 

Ohildien. 

Total. 

In  Camp,  August  30th            

In  Camp,  September  15th      

695 
679 

394 
386 

740 
734 

1,829 
1,799 

Deaths  for  two  weeks 

Births  for  two  weeks 

In  Camps  under  control  of  Army  Labour  Depot  :- 


Men. 


3,942 


¥romen. 


5,763 


Children. 


13,090 


Total    7 
„        3 


Total. 


22,795 


General  Superintendent. 


I04i0 
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Statlstical  Return  of  Deaths  among  Children  in  Burgher  Gampe,  Transvaal,  for  two  weeks 

ending  15th  September,  1901. 


Camp. 

Under  1  year. 

Between 
1  year  and  6  ;«an. 

B«twMn 
SyaanandUTtwe. 

BiurbeftoiL  .,. 

5 

19 

7 

BaJmoml 

2 

5 

4 

BeUaat        

3 

20 

6 

Heidalburg            

6 

15 

2 

Irene           

7 

U 

12 

Johannesburg       

2 

9 

7 

Klerksdorp 

10 

48 

14 

Knigersdorp          '    ... 

15 

46 

3 

Middelboig          

15 

14 

4 

Mafeking 

* 

16 

11 

Kylstroom 

6 

14 

13 

Pietersburg            

12 

15 

13 

Potchefetroom       

8 

16 

7 

Standerton 

— 

— 

— 

Vereenigiog          

2 

15 

10 

YolksroBt 

10 

42 

11 

Total 

107 

308 

124 

Tbi9  does  not  inclnde  Sttnderton,  from  which  Camp  no  Return  has  yet  been  received. 


Oeneral  Superintendent. 


Statistical  Return  of  Deaths  among  Children  for  two  weeks  ending  September  15,  1901. 

Standerton. 


Under  1  year. 


Between  1  year  and  6  years. 


Between  6  years  and  12  years. 


General  Superintendent 
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Sbturm  showing  namber  of  Inmates,  Deaths  and  Births  in  Burgher  Camps,  Transvaal,  for  two  weeks 

ending  30th  September,  1901. 


In  Camps,  15th  September 
In  Campe^  30th  September 


H«n. 


10,377 
10,581 


Women. 


21309 
22,226 


Childien. 


26,196 
26,599 


Total. 


58,382 
59,406 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  are  in  receipt  of  Government  Relief  : — 


Mem. 

Women. 

Children. 

Tniwl 

Pretoria 

Johannesburg 

160 
404 

663 
1,513 

1,010 
2,420 

1,833 
4337 

Daring  the  past  2  weeks  96  children  have  been  born,  and  of  these  23  have  died. 
This  return  of  Births  does  not  inclade  Mafeking. 


Men. 

Women. 

Ghildren. 

TofaJ 

Deaths  in  Burgher  Gamps  for  2  weeks 
ending  30th  September. 

49 

69 

477 

595 

General  Superintendent. 


Return  showing  number  of  Inmates,  Deaths,  and  Births  in  Burgher  Camps,  Transvaal, 
for  two  weeks  ending  30th  September,  1901. 

Natives. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

TotaL 

In  Camp,  15th  September      

In  Camp,  30th  September      

679 
737 

386 
503 

734 

801 

1,799 
2,040 

Deaths  for  two  n 
Births  for  two  ^ 

veeks 
reeks 

1 
•••               ... 

rotal    15 
„       Nil. 

No  returns  for  the  month  of  September  have  been  received  from  the  Army  Labour  Depdt. 


(General  Superintendent. 
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Statisticax  Return  of  deaths  among  Children  in  Burgher  Camps,  Transvaal,  for  two  weeki 

ending  30th  September,  1901. 


i 

f 


Camps. 

Under  lyMtf. 

1  year  to  6  yeaiB. 

SyeantolSTttni 

BarheHon  ... 

••         •••          ...          ...          ...          ... 

6 

16 

__ 

Balmoral     ... 

••          ...           •*          •••          •••          ... 

6 

4 

7 

Belfast 

•          •••          •••          ...          ...          ... 

4 

9 

2 

Heidelbarg 

*•         •••          •.•          •••          ...          ... 

11 

5 

2 

Irene 



6 

14 

8 

JohaDnesburg 



4 

8 

1 

Klerkfldorp... 

14 

30 

11 

Krn^ersdorp 



9 

31 

8 

Middelburg 



17 

15 

8 

Mafeking 

— 

— 

— 

Nylstroom 



8 

— 

1 

Pietersburg 



11 

11 

4 

Potcbefstroom 



9 

22 

11 

3tandertx>n 



19 

55 

30 

Vereeaiging 



7 

2 

1 

Volksrufit   ... 

Total       

11 

23 

8 

142 

245 

102 

The  Return  from  Mafeking  has  not  yet  been  received. 


General  Superintendent. 


Enclosure  3  in  Sub-Encrdsure  3  in  No.  24. 

(Circular  No.  79.) 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria, 
Dear  Sir,  ^  October  10,  1901. 

Assistants  to  Camp  Matrons. 
As  the  Boer  women  who  have  been  appointed  assistants  to  the  camp  matron, 
perform  their  duties  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  manner  it  has  been  decided  to  replace 
them  with  young  women  of  British  parentage,  who  will  be  impartial  in  the  distributi<Hi 
of  clothing  and  medical  comforts. 

With  this  object  in  view  I  am  sending  you  young  ladies  from  the  coast,  and  on 
their  arrival  you  will  please  dismiss  the  most  unsuitable  of  the  Boer  women  who  aie 
at  present  acting  as  assistants  to  the  camp  matron. 

These  new  assistants  are  eng;aged  at  a  salary  of  £4  a  month,  tent  accommodatiaoi 
rations  and  xmiform.    Pl«ase  advise  me  when  they  arrive,  giving  their  names. 

If  you  require  any  further  assistance  and  MnH  let  me  know  I  will  see  what  can 
be  done  in  the  matter. 

Yours  faithfully. 


The  Superintendent. 


Greneral  Superintendent 
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(Circular.    No.  82,) 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria, 

October  12,  1901. 
Superintendent^  are  particularly  reminded  of  the  importance  of  giving  prompt 
attention  to  the  carrying  out  of  all  instructions  contained  in  circulars,  letters,  and  tele- 
grams. 

Attention  is  particularly  directed  to  the  following  circulars: — 
No.  A 1.    Re  aclmowledging  receipt  of  stores,  correspondence,  &c. 
No.   44.      „   advising  their  supermtendents  when  despatching  refugees  to  their 
camps. 
„   sanitation  and  discipline  of  camp. 
„   destruction  of  typhoid  stools. 

„   sending  aged  ana  other  infirm  persons  to  other  camps. 
„   monthly  report. 

„   distribution  of  medical  comforts  and  extra  ration. 
„   compelling  sick  persons  to  enter  hospital. 
„   supplying  refugees  with  identification  tickets. 
„   sanitation  of  camp. 
„    encouraging  industrial  pursuits. 
You  will  send  in  vdth  as  httle  delay  as  possible  a  detailed  report  of  what  has  been 
done  by  you  in  regard  to  matters  referred  to  in  circular  No.  73. 

General  Superintendent. 

Enclosure  4  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 
(G.  S.  1122.) 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria, 

Memorandum  in  reference  to  the  Administration  of  Burgher  Camps  in  the 

Transvaal  Colony. 

The  following  documents  are  embodied  herein  for  reference: — 

1.  Staff  employed  in  each  Burgher  Camp,  showing  remuneration  and  allowances. 

2.  Circulars  issued  for  instruction  and  guidance  of  superintendents. 

3.  Doctor  Kendal  Franks'  monthly  Report  on  Klerksdorp  Camp. 

4.  Specimen  Report  showing  stores  and  medical  comforts  receiveci  and  issued, 
also  circular  memorandum  giving  instructions  regarding  these  returns. 

5.  Census  register. 

6.  Details  of  procedure  in  the  purchase  of  stores,  &c. 

The  control  of  Burgher  Camps  in  this  Colony  is  vested  in  the  Military  Governor, 
and  is  administered  by  a  General  Superintendent,  assisted  by  an  adequate  staff  of 
officials  acting  immediately  under  the  direction  of  the  Military  Governor. 

The  Head  Office  in  Pretoria  appoints  all  officials  at  the  various  camps,  issuing  all 
necessary  instructions,  receives  and  treats  all  correspondence  connected  with  Burgher 
Camps  in  their  relation  with  other  Departments,  keeps  accoimts,  makes  all  necessary 

Sirchases  of  food,  clothing,  and  equipment  or  obtains  by  requisition  from  various  Army 
epartments  such  stores,  transport  and  assistance  generally  as  may  be  conveniently 
granted. 

Each  camp  is  under  the  charge  of  a  superintendent  who  is  responsible  for  the 
Government  of  his  camp  and  is  invested  with  the  entire  control  of  its  affairs,  subject 
to  the  instructions  of  Head  Office,  He  is  selected  for  the  post  on  proof  that  he 
possesses  good  judgment  and  sound  sense,  uprightness,  a  clear  understanding  of  his 
responsibility,  energy  and  aptitude  for  management.  He  is  permitted  a  la!^  dis- 
cretionary power  in  the  regulation  of  the  internal  affairs  of  his  camp. 

The  principal  officials  appointed  to  assist  in  regulating  the  camp,  are  one  or  more 
medical  officers,  a  hospital  matron,  vdth  a  staff  of  nurses  varying  in  number  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  camp,  a  dispenser  in  charge  of  the  drugs  and  medical  com- 
forts, a  Camp  Matron  with  a  staff  of  assistants,  a  storekeeper,  and  necessary  clerks. 

The  duties  of  Camp  Matron  are  clearly  defijied  in  Circular  No.  66  (copy  attadhed). 
Cases  of  sickness  in  tents  are  reported  by  her  to  the  Medical  Officer,  who  should 
detail  one  or  more  nurses  to  visit  such  cases,  and  again  report  to  him ;  all  cases  requir- 
ing his  personal  attention  are  then  visited  by  him,  and  on  his  order,  if  necessary,  are 
removed  to  the  hospital.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Camp  Matron  to  see  that  the  Doctor's 
orders  are  carried  out  in  such  cases  as  are  allowed  to  remain  in  their  tents.    Goodf^ 
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for  free  distribution,  and  articles  given  to  indigents  by  the  Superintendents  are  con- 
▼eyed  through  the  department  of  the  Camp  Matron.  It  has  been  founH  that  younir 
women  chosen  from  amongst  the  refugees  make  very  useful  probationary  nurses/unto 
a  discreet  matron;  they  are  paid  2s.  Gd.  per  day,  have  a  umfonn  provided  {which 
remains  the  property  of  the  hospital  if  the  girls  teave),  and  mess  at  the  hosDital 
quarters.  ^ 

The  same  result  has  not  been  experienced  witii  regard  to  assistants  to  the  Camp 
"Matron;  partisanship  has  free  play  in  this  department,  and  produces  much  friction; 
it  has  therefore  been  decided  to  obtain,  if  possible,  young  women  from  the  coast  to  ac^ 
a&  assistants  to  the  Camp  Matrons.  They  are  to  get  £4  per  month,  a  uniform,  and 
mess  with  the  Camp  Matron.  For  a"  supply  of  such  young  women  the  various  Uit- 
lander  T^ommittees  have  been  applied  to.  It  is  found  that  in  almost  aJl  cases  the 
Boer  families  have  much  greater  reliance  on  the  impartiality  of  English  women  than 
they  have  on  women  of  their  own  race.  Great  patience  and  caution  have  to  be 
exercised  in  the  distribution  of  articles  free  of  charge ;  each  member  of  the  community 
seems  to  regard  such  things  as  if  he  or  she  had  a  greater  riffht  to  them  than  any  other 
member — ^regardless  of  less  or  greater  need.  Great  artfulness  in  concealing  hidden 
resources  and  displaying  assumed  indigence  is  exhibited  in  many  cases,  and  the  kindlT 
matron  needs  much  wit  to  detach  the  truly  indigent  from  the  impostor. 

The  majority  of  Boer  men  and  women  are  ^.sily  managed  with  finnness,  kindness 
and  impartiality,  but  they  are  easily  made  suspicious  and  distrustful  by  crafty  pro- 
pagancDsls,  who  so  often  assume  the  guise  of  the  man  of  God,  or  the  women  d  benevo- 
lent  committees. 

It  will  be  noted  from  a  perusal  of  Circular  No.  76,  that  it  is  enjoin^  on  Superin- 
tendents to  find  employment  for  men  whenever  possible ;  it  is  found  that  many  of  the 
men  have  aptitude  for  various  industrial  pursuits,  and  can  supply  their  requirements 
in  the  way  of  furniture,  if  material  is  provided.  It  is  better  to  provide  materia  on 
the  principle  of  payment  in  kind  than  to  make  cash  payments.  For  instance— if  a 
man  applies  for  wood  and  hide  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  dhair  or  bedstead— he 
should  have  the  material  given  on  condition  that  he  first  makes  similar  articles  in  like 
quantities  for  the  Superintendent,  who  will  then  remunerate  him  by  giving  him  the 
necessary  material  to  enable  him  to  make  articles  for  himself ;  the  articles  so  obtained 
by  the  Superintendent  are  thus  available  for  distribution  to  old  people  or  other  feeble 
folk.     The  same  arrangement  applies  equally  well  to  the  making  of  boots  and  shoes. 

Men  are  also  employed  as  workers  in  maintaining  the  camp,  striking  and  erecting 
tents,  providing  for  drainage  transport,  sanitary  work,  &c.  Head  men  may  be  desig- 
nated corporals,  and  have  charge  of  gangs;  the  corporal  gets  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  64  per 
day  in  addition  to  his  rations,  the  labourer  gets  from  Is.  to  2s.  per  day,  also  in  addition 
to  his  rations. 

It  is  desirable,  for  many  reasons,  to  employ  natives  to  do  the  more  repugnant 
part  of  sanitary  work ;  these  are  paid  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  per  day  for  such  duty.  Skilled 
workmen,  such  as  carpenters,  get  from  2s.  6d.  to  3s.  6d.  per  day,  and  are  employed  m 
the  erection  of  buildings  and  make  coffins,  which  may  imhappily  be  necessary.  It  is 
dfficulft  to  find  emplojnnent  for  women  beyond  what  has  already  been  indicated  in  the 
way  of  assistants  to  matrons,  but  it  is  desirable  that,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to 
provide  them  or  their  ch^iken  with  clothing,  they  should  be  supplied  with  the  material, 
and  that  they  should  make  the  articles  they  require,  rather  than  that  ready-made 
clothing  should  be  provided.  It  is  not  noticeable,  however,  that  the  majority  of 
women  in  the  camps  find  time  hang  heavily — ^the  daily  round  of  domestic  duties,  pre- 
paring food,  cooking,  tending  the  children  and  gossiping  fills  up  the  day,  and  tlus  l^ 
their  accustomed  lot.  , 

It  is  found  convenient  to  issue  rations  once  a  week.  The  women  make  tneir 
bread,  and  it  is  baked  ill  ovens  provided  in  convenient  places  in  the  oamp,  and  heated 
by  men  specially  appointed  for  that  duty.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  boM 
all  drink  water  in  the  camps.  The  same  equipment  provides  hot  water  for  inaIon| 
coffee,  mixing  milk,  &c.,  and  economises  fuel.  Iron  tanks  of  400-gallon  capacity  are 
built  in  over  a  convenient  fire  grate,  provided  with  chimney  stack  of  sufl&cient  heigD 
to  give  the  necessary  draught.     Washing  places  are  proviaed  and  screens  for  ^^^' 


ing  When  a  stream  is  available,  otherwise  baths  are  placed  in  tents  suitably  a^^-  j^ 


In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  tents,  it  is  recammended  that  canvas  shelters  be  biSf . 
used  in  Natal,  where  the  requisite  material  is  cheaper  than  it  is  in  /this  Coony.  j^^ 
accompanying  tracing  shows  the  dimensions  and  style  of  hut  recommended^^^ 


•  Not  reproduced. 
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four  comers  posts  may  be  rough  poles,  and  should  be  well  planted  into  the  ground ; 
the  covering  can  be  obtained  by  using  disused  railway  tarpaulins,  which  can  be  made 
to  serve  the  purpose  admirably.  If  a  sufficient  quantity  of  these  tarpaulins  could  be 
got,  the  expense  of  the  huts  would  be  greatly  reduced. 

Any  further  information  will  be  readily  given  if  in  our  power  to  do  so. 


Enclosure  5  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

Report  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  C.B.,  on  the  Refugee  Camp  at  Vereieniging. 

This  camp,  which  was  formed  in  December,  1900,  lies  on  a  goo*  site,  south- 
south-west  of  the  railway  station.  Though  limited  in  extent,  the  site  is  well  chosen. 
Most  of  the  ground  for  miles  around  is  flat,  and  in  wet  weather  liable  to  become 
marshy;  but  the  camp  occupies  ground  slightly  higher  on  the  north-west  than  the 
surrounding  land.  The  site  slopes  gently  downward  to  the  south-east,  where  it  ends 
in  a  flat  plain,  through  which  the  Vaal  River  winds.  Hence,  in  wet  weather,  the 
trenches  round  the  tents,  which  are  well  made,  and  which  communicate  with  trenches 
running  downhill  at  the  sides  of  the  streets,  should  keep  the  camp  drained  and  the 
interior  of  the  tents  dry  when  all  the  counrtry  round  were  in  a  soaked  and  marshy 
state.  On  the  north-east  side  of  the  camp  is  a  broad  belt  of  vacant  ground,  which 
separates  the  Refugee  Camp  from  the  camp  of  the  Burgher  Scouts  above  and  the 
KaiB&r  location  below.  Were  it  necessary  to  increase  the  size  of  the  camp,  it  could 
not  be  extended  in  this  direction.  On  the  side  facing  south-west  there  is  a  space 
for  expansion,  limited  by  a  wire  entanglement  which  nas  been  put  up  for  military 
purposes.  Two,  or  possibly  three,  more  rows  of  tents  could  be  put  up  here.  This  I 
would  recommend  to  be  done,  not  with  the  view  of  increasing  the  number  of  refugees, 
but  because  in  the  camp  as  it  now  stands  the  tents  in  several  quarters  are  too  close 
together,  and  require  weeding  out. 

The  Superintendent  of  this  camp  is  Mr.  Berton  Tucker.  He  is  assisted  by  the 
clerk,  Mr.  Rogerson,  and  by  the  storekeeper,  A.  H.  Bates.  There  were  in  camp  on 
September  24th  973  refugees,  consisting  of  183  men,  333  women,  and  457  children. 
It  must  be  imderstood  that  bv  children  it  is  meant  all  xmder  the  age  of  12 ;  all  above 
that  age  are  reckoned  as  adults. 

The  camp  is  divided  into  two  parts,  one  the  burgher  camp  proper,  the  other  the 
Burgher  Scout  camp.  In  this  latter  camp  are  28  Scouts  and  tneu*  families,  and  a  few 
old  men,  in  all  125  people.  These  Scouts  are  burghers  who  are  now  assisting  the 
British.  They  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Provost  Marshal  and  the  Intelligence 
Oflficer,  and  are  chiefly  engaged  in  bringing  in  cattle  and  horses  from  the  surrounding 
districts.  They  are  allowea  to  retain  for  their  own  future  use  75  per  cent,  of  the 
sheep  and  cattle  they  bring  in,  but  they  must  hand  over  all  the  horses  to  the  authorities. 
No.  1  photograph  shows  part  of  this  camp,  with  a  mounted  Scout  who  has  just  come  in. 
Most  of  them  have  brought  their  own  tents  with  them,  which  they  have  been  allowed 
to  pitch  very  much  to  suit  their  own  convenience.  Being  employed  as  scouts,  they 
are  not  under  the  same  supervision  and  discipline  as  those  in  tne  other  camp;  hence 
their  camp  is  neither  so  clean  nor  so  orderly  as  the  other. 

A  branch  railway  line,  connecting  the  coal  mines  with  Vereeniging  Station, 
passes  in  a  curving  direction  between  these  two  camps.  It  makes  a  very  useful  divid- 
mg  line,  besides  suppljring  coal  at  a  very  cheap  rate,  6d.  and  Is.  a  bag  according  to 
quality,  to  the  people  in  the  camp.  This  burgher  camp  contains  among  its  inhabitants 
67  burghers  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Nearly  all  the  people  come  from 
the  district  south  of  the  railway  connecting  Potchefstroom  and  Heidelberg,  be- 
tween this  line  and  the  Vaal.  They  are  for  the  most  part  a  superior  class  of 
burgher,  better  educated  and  more  advanced  in  the  manners  and  arts  of  civilisation ; 
therefore  I  found  the  interior  of  the  tents,  as  a  rule,  were  cleaner  and  better  kept  than 
elsewhere.  Most  of  them  were  comfortably  furnished,  and  many  of  them  carpeted. 
I  saw  one  very  roomy  square  Boer  tent,  spotlessly  clean,  and  apparently  new;  I  was 
informed  that  it  was  made  by  the  women  who  occupied  it,  after  their  arrival  in  the 
camp,  and  was  used  as  a  sitting  room.  I  found  three  women  inside  it,  two  with 
sewing  machines,  all  hard  at  work  making  clothes.  In  another  I  found  a  woman 
making  jam  tarts ;  the  table  was  covered  with  them.    In  another  I  found  four  young 
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women,  all  well  dressed,  and  looking  clean,  and  in  good  ccmdition.  There  was  alao 
a  boy,  about  six,  in  the  tent;  his  arms  and  legs  were  bare;  he  was  perfectly  grimy 
with  old,  ingrained  dirt.  The  women  seemed  quite  surprised  when  I  suggested  the 
use  of  soap  and  water  in  his  case.  It  is  surprising  that  even  amongst  those  who  keep 
their  tents  and  their  own  persons,  as  far  as  is  visible,  clean,  as  a  rule  the  children, 
with  the  exception  of  those  who  attend  school,  are  totally  neglected  as  far  as  cleanli- 
ness goes.  In  the  tents  I  have  rarely  seen  a  child  even  passably  dean.  The  camp  is 
composed  of: — 

Three  large  marquees,  measuring  54  feet  long  by  22  feet  wide.  One  is  used  as 
a  store  tent.  It  does  very  well  durmg  the  dry  season,  but,  when  the  rains  Jbegin, 
some  other  protection  for  tne  store  wiU  be  required.  One  marquee  is  used  as  a  place 
for  issuing  rations,  and  one  is  used  for  a  school  for  the  younger  children. 

10  E.P.  tents,  or  medium-sized  marquees.  Eight  of  these  form  the  hospital,  one 
is  used  as  a  church,  and  one  acts  as  a  place  for  storage. 

15  Boer  or  square  tents,  which  the  refugees  have  brought  in  with  them,  and 
215  heU  tents,  acconmiodating  on  an  average  five  people  each. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  inhabitants  of  the  camp,  there  are  here  temporarily  51 
Free  Staters,  or  rather  who,  before  the  annexation  on  May  24th,  1900,  were  subjects 
of  the  Orange  Free  State.  These  are  merely  accommodated  in  this  camn  until 
transDort  can  be  provided  to  coAvey  them  to  camps  in  the  Orange  River  Colony. 

This  camp  is  not  enclosed  in  any  way  by  a  barbed  wire  or  other  fence,  and  yet  the 
Superintendent  informs  me  that  hitherto  no  one  has  left  the  camp  to  rejoin  those  on 
conmaando. 

The  general  supervision  of  the  camp,  under  the  superintendent,  is  entrusted  to  a 
Camp  Commandant,  Mr.  Piet  van  der  Westhuizen.  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  him,  and 
consider  his  a  very  excellent  appointment.  His  staff  consists  of  a  sanitary  overseer,  a 
man  in  charge  of  the  transport,  and  a  man  in  charge  of  the  water  wagon.  These  have 
all  got  natives  to  assist  them  in  their  various  duties.  Under  the  Conmiandant  Mso  are 
seven  burgher  police,  who  were  first  appointed  on  August  19th.  Previous  to  this  con- 
valescent  soldiers  were  employed  as  a  military  police.  The  burgher  police  are  for  the 
most  part  on  duty  at  night.  The  burghers  in  the  camp  being  mostly  of  an  orderly  and 
good  class,  the  Superintendent  does  not  find  that  the  services  of  the  police  are  required 
during  the  day. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  inmates  of  a  tent,  not  only  to  sweep  up  the  immediate  sur- 
roundings of  the  tent,  but  that  portion  of  half  the  street  which  lies  in  front  of  the 
tent.  Where  the  people  in  one  tent  end,  the  people  in  the  next  tent  begin.  Thus 
the  grounds  all  round  the  tents,  and  the  streets,  axe  swept  by  the  people  themselves. 
The  little  dust  heaps  are  removed  by  Kafl&rs  to  a  dust  pit  about  100  vaxds  away,  in 
wheelbarrows.  The  "  square  *'  in  the  camp,  and  the  siuroundings  of  the  camp  itself, 
are  cleaned  by  native  labour.  If  the  camp  work  is  not  properly  done,  the  Camp  Can- 
mandant  remonstrates,  and,  if  this  is  insufficient,  reports  to  the  Superintendent,  who 
has  not  found  it  necessary  to  resort  to  pimishment  in  order  to  have  his  orders  carried  out 
That  this  work  is  carried  out  satisfactorily,  I  was  convinced  by  what  I  saw.  Though 
owing  to  draught  the  camp  was  very  dusty,  nevertheless  every  street  was  clean,  ana  I 
foimd  more  tents,  proportionately,  with  the  flaps  raised  than  in  most  of  the  others. 

With  the  exception  of  certain  quarters  of  tne  camp  where  the  tents  were  too  close 
together,  and  to  which  I  called  the  Superintendent's  notice,  the  general  lines  of  the 
camp  are  good  and  the  tents  well  pitched.  The  photograph.  No.  2,  shows  one  of  the 
streets,  it  also  illustrates  the  gentle  dope  upon  which  the  camp  is  pitched. 

It  will  be  seen  that,  including  the  Commandant,  there  are  only  11  biurghers 
emploved  in  camp  work.  The  camp  is  a  small  one,  and  the  work  is  well  done  by 
these  burghers  with  the  assistance  of  the  kaffirs.  But  there  are  109  able  bodied  men, 
some  of  vhom  have  been  out  on  commando,  and  these  have  little,  if  anything,  to  do.  I 
think  it  would  be  well,  as  far  as  possible,  to  employ  more  of  these  men  on  t^e  woA 
of  the  camp,  and  when  possible  dispense  with  the  native  in  the  burgher  camps. 

A  so-called  Camp  Matron,  Mrs.  StfllweU,  an  English  Colonial,  was  appointed 
on  August  9th.  She  is  almost  entirely  engaged  in  distributing  clothing  and  gifts 
to  those  requiring  them  and  in  prepanng  Uiyettes  for  those  women  who  are  likely 
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to  want  them.  She  is  very  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  and  I  would 
advise  that  she  be  henceforth  styled  "  The  Belief  Matron."  She  is  not  qualified  to 
undertake  the  other  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  more  important  duties  of  a  Camp  Matron, 
such  as  visiting  the  tents,  looking  after  and  reporting  on  cases  of  sickness,  and  seeing 
to  the  cleanliness  of  the  tents  and  their  inmates,  more  especially  of  the  childr^i. 
These  duties  are  at  present  performed  by  five  women  in  the  camp,  each  of  whom 
has  a  district.  They  are  supposed  to,  and  in  many  cases  do,  report  to  the  Camp 
Commandant.  But  as  a  rule  they  apply  for  assistance  and  advice  to  Sister  Hannah, 
a  trained  nurse  in  the  hospital,  who,  now  that  the  epidemic  of  measles  has  prac- 
tically worn  itself  out,  does  not  find  sufficient  work  in  the  hospital  to  occupy  her  time, 
and  who,  therefore,  devotes  nearly  all  her  energies  and  her  time  to  work  in  the 
camp.  I  would  recommend  that  sue  be  officially  recognised  and  appointed  as  Camp 
Matron,  leaving  the  relief  work  to  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Stillwell. 

In  the  middle  of  the  camp  there  are  four  ovens,  shown  in  Photograph  No.  3,  in 
which  the  people  bake  their  own  bread,  and  most  excellent  bread  it  is.  Immediately 
above  and  behind  these  ovens  is  seen  a  large  hot-water  tank,  which  the  people  use 
f6r  making  their  cojffee  and  for  other  purposes.  It  is  intended  to  erect  four  more 
sunilar  ovens. 

The  water  supply  of  the  camp  comes  from  a  good  spring  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Vaal  River.  This  is  very  well  at  present,  because  the  river  is  low  and  the  drift  is 
fordable,  but  when  the  rainy  season  has  set  in  and  the  river  rises,  it  vnll  be  impossible 
to  draw  water  for  the  camp  from  this  source.  Therefore,  I  am  of  opinion  that  efforts 
should  at  once  be  made  to  find  water  and  sink  wells,  otherwise  recourse  will  have  to  be 
made  to  the  river,  which  will  necessitate  the  erection  of  more  tanks  for  boiling  water 
before  distribution.  The  water  from  this  spring  at  present  used  is  brought  over  in  a 
large  tank  carf.  The  photograph  (4)  shows  the  distribution  taking  place  in  the 
"square"  in  the  camp. 

The  school  consists  of  a  hut  made  of  corrugated  iron,  39  feet  long  by  18  feet  wide, 
and  of  a  marquee  measuring  54  feet  long  and  22  feet  wide.  Both  me  tables  and  the 
forms  consist  of  planks  of  wood  supported  on  empty  wooden  cases.  Wood  for  making 
proper  desks  and  forms  has  been  sent  up,  ana  is  stored  away.  With  the  number 
of  unemployed  burghers  in  the  camp  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  Uttle  has  as  yet  been 
done  to  fit  up  the  school  with  proper  furniture.  In  the  other  camps  I  have  seen  ex- 
cellent desks  and  forms  made  for  the  school  by  the  men  in  the  camp,  and  there  is  no 
valid  reason  why  the  same  should  not  have  been  done  here. 

The  head  schoohnaster  is  Mr.  C.  Ebens,  an  English  Colonial.    He  has  four  female 
teachers  under  him,  two  of  whom  are  daughters  of  Mrs.  Stillwell,  the  relief  matron. 
There  are  237  children  on  the  school  register.    When  I  visited  there  were  158  in 
attendance.    The  causes  for  the  non-attendance  of  so  many  children  are,  first,  the  epi- 
demic of  measles  which  has  been  prevalent  in  the  camp  for  the  past  two  months,  and 
which  carried  off  20  of  the  scholars.    A  few  of  those  who  have  recovered  have  come 
back  to  school,  but  most  of  the  convalescents  are  not  yet  well  enough  to  return.    In 
the  next  place  there  is  a  Dutch  minister  at  present  in  the  camp  preparing  the  elder 
children  for  confirmation,  and  while  his  classes  are  being  held  these  children  cannot 
resume  their  school  work.    The  general  appearance  of  the  children  at  their  lessons 
was  most  encouraging.    They  looked  comparatively  clean,  very  happy,  and  interested 
in    their   lessons.    Several   of   the    children,    who   had  no  knowledge  whatever  of 
English    before    they    came     in     the    camp,     read    quite    nicely    to    me    out 
of    their   reading    book.      I    noticed    several    grown-up    girls    among    them,    one 
especially,  who  looked  about  18  or  19  years  old.     She  was  learning,  for  the  first  time 
in  her  life,  to  read  and  write,  and  was  very  pleased  at  the  commendation  she  received 
for  the. progress  she  had  made.    The  number  of  scholars  on  the  books  is,  I  consider, 
very  good — ^237  out  of  457  children  in  camp.    Allowing  for  the  number  of  infants, 
alia  uiose  too  young  to  enter  school,  I  think  the  attendance  is  very  encouraging. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  any  j)rejudices  or  doubts  which  the  parents  may 
originally  have  entertained  as  to  their  children  attending  an  English  school  is  fast 
dying  out„  and  quite  a  keenness  in  the  matter  of  e,ducation  is  developing  in  the  majority 
of  the  camps.    Wherever  the  contrary  is  observed  the  fault  lies  with  the  school- 
master or  the  Superintendent.    I  allude  to  this  here  because  I  consider  that  com- 
pijlsion  in  the  matter  of  school  attendance  would  be  a  great  mistake,  and  would 
probably  defeat  its  own  ends.    In  all  matters  cohceming  health,  cleanliness,  and 
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sanitation,  I  hold  that  compulsion  is  justifiable  and  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the 
whole  camp,  but.  in  educational  matters  the  results  would  be  injurious.  Compulsion 
would  increase  instead  of  allaying  prejudice,  and  the  burghers  would  be  certain  to 
attribute  it  to  a  desire  on  our  part  to  destroy  their  nationahty  and  to  Anglicise  them. 
There  is  also  a  night  school  here  for  adults,  the  attendance  at  which  varies.  The 
night  before  my  visit  there  were  30  men  present.  The  District  Commissioner,  Captain 
Bentinck,  takes  a  very  special  interest  in  these  schools.  He  not  only  visits  the 
several  classes  every  mornmg,  but  he  teaches  in  the  night  school  three  nights  in  the 
week  himself. 

The  hospital  consists  of  eight  marquees,  or  E.P.  tents,  and  seven  bell 
tents.  Onlv  five  marquees  are  at  present  required  for  patients,  each  contain- 
ing six  beds.  In  the  30  beds  there  were  only  17  patients,  11  of  whom  were 
suffering  from  enteric  in  a  very  mild  form.  All  the  beds  are  provided  with 
wire  wove  mattresses,  and  the  bed  clothes  were  scrupulously  clean;  nothing 
better  could  have  been  desired  in  any  hospital.  One  marquee  was  used  as  a 
dispensary.  Some  cupboards  are  much  needed,  as  at  present  the  drugs  a\:e 
kept  in  the  cases  in  which  they  arrive.  Another  marquee  acts  as  a  bedroom  for  the 
matron.  Sister  Moore,  and  the  head  nurse.  Sister  Hannah.  There  are  two  comfortable 
hospital  beds  in  this  marquee,  but  no  furniture.  Empty  wooden  cases  serve  the  pur- 
pose of  washhand  stands,  dressing  table,  and  chairs.  This  should  not  be.  Another 
marquee  is  at  present  used  as  a  sitting  and  dining  room  for  the  nurses,  as  it  is  not  at 
present  required  for  patients.  The  bell  tents  are  used  as  quarters  for  the  doctor,  the 
dispenser,  probationers,  native  servants.     One  is  used  as  a  mortuary. 

There  is  not  much  sickness  in  camp  at  present,  as  the  epidemic  of  measles  is 
practically  over.  Thus  during  the  week  ending  September  20th  there  were  nine  men, 
eight  women,  and  43  children  sick  in  camp.  Of  these  60  cases,  12  were  from  measles 
and  21  enteric.  In  the  week  ending  August  16th  there  were,  on  the  other  hand,  260 
cases  of  illness,  of  which  255  were  from  measles  alone.  That  is,  15  men,  30  women, 
and  210  children.  In  the  following  week,  ending  August  23rd,  there  were  164  si(k, 
of  which  158  were  due  to  measles.  All  the  other  weeks  in  August  and  September  tell 
a  similar  tale,  namely,  that  measles  had  been  responsible  for  nearly  all  the  sickness  in 
the  camp,  that  is  now  almost  over,  and  that  there  is  a  slight  but  steady  increase  in 
the  number  of  enteric  cases.  Thus,  in  weeks  ending  August  15th  and  August  22nd 
there  were  no  cases  of  enteric. 

In  the  next  week,  ending  August  26th,  there  were  14  cases. 

In  the  next  week,  ending  September  6th,  there  were  14  cases. 

In  the  next  week,  ending  September  13th,  there  were  13  cases. 

In  the  next  week,  ending  September  20th,  there  were  22  cases. 

During  the  month  of  August  there  were  50  deaths,  31  of  which  were  due  to 
measles,  and  seven  to  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  probably  following  on  measles.  There 
were  only  two  deaths  from  enteric. 

From  September  1st  to  23rd  inclusive,  there  were  33  deaths,  of  which  15  were  due 
to  measles  and  five  to  enteric. 

I  think,  on  the  whole,  this  may  be  considered  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs,  taking 
everything  into  consideration ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared  that  enteric  may  in  the  near  future 
accoimt  for  a  good  deal  of  sickness  in  the  camp. 

I  have  no  special  comment  to  make  on  the  rations.  They  are  as  good  in  quality 
as  elsewhere,  the  amoimt  issued  is  the  same.  The  meat,  imtil  quite  lately,  has  been 
above  the  average  supplied  either  to  the  burgher  camps  or  to  our  own  troops,  because 
they  get  the  first  pick  of  the  annuals  which  are  brought  in  froni.  the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts. Also  here  the  supply  of  fuel  is  very  good  on  account  of  their  proximity  to  thft 
cool  mines. 

Those  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  it  get  a  bag  of  coal  for  6d.,  or  for  Is.  if  of  best 
quality.    Those  who  cannot  afford  to  buy  it  are  given  as  much  as  they  require. 

In  conclusion  I  would  suggest  in  this  camp : — 

1.  That  two  more  rows  of  tents  be  pitched  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  oomp, 
to  relieve  the  congestion  of  tents  in  certain  parts  of  the  camp. 
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and 


2.    That  more  burghers  be  employed  in  camp  work,  as  in  making  desks,  forms, 
cupboards  for  the  school,  and  in  other  work  in  the  cai 


camp. 


3.  That  Sister  Hannah  be  appointed  Camp  Matron,  end  Mrs.  Stillwell  be  styled 
"ReUef  Matron.'^ 

4.  That   some   furniture    be   supplied   for  the   Matron  and  Sister  Hannah's 
marquee.  ' 

5.  That  wells  be  sought  for,  and  sunk. 

Kendal  Franks. 


Enclosure  6  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

GOVBRiniBNT  RbLIBF  COMMITTEE,  PBBTOBIA. 


Report  for  Month  of  September,  1901. 

The  Nbtt  Reduction  in  the  number  drawing  relief  amonnts  to  31  familiesy  representing 
^2  women  and  108  children — 170  persons. 

The  Total  Reductions  were  as  follows  :— 


Familiee. 

!     '    Men. 

Women. 

duldien. 

Sent  to  Burgher  Camps 

Gave  np  rations,  now  self -supporting 

Reductions  made  in  allowances  to  19  families 
stiU  drawing. 

24 
32 

5 

1 

i            4 
10 

36 

43. 

5 

71 
71 
13 

Total        

56 

19 

84 

155 

The  Additions  during  the  month  were  as 

Tinder ; — 

AmiUee. 

1 

1          Hen. 

W<»nen. 

Children. 

Old  applications  renewed  for  varioas  reaaons 

New  applications  granted        

Employees         

7 

7 

11 

i 

!           2 

i        e 

14 

7 
7 
8 

17 
19 
11 

Total        

25 

22 

1 

22 

47 

Particulars    re  number   drawing  relief   and    cost  of   feeding  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
Annexure  A. 

The  deaths  among  recipients  of  relief  in  town  were  17,  as  against  15  in  August    (JSee  Van  Der 
Hoven's  Drift  Report.) 

The  staff  at  the  Relief  Committee's  store  has  been  reduced  as  under :— ^ 


Whites. 
Natives. 


From  16  to  13. 
9  to    7. 


The  supply  of  meat  from  the  Cold  Storage  Company  was  discontinued  on  September  5,  and 
aitangements  made  for  slaughtering  captured  stock,  thus  effecting  a  considerable  reduction  as 
compared  with  August  return. 

Fred.  Lanob, 

Executive  Member  of  Committee. 
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Annbxubb  a.— Retubn  for  Month  bndino  30th  Sbptbhbbb,  1901. 


;     Wwkendiiig 

Item. 

Women. 

1 

Ohildren. 

• 

Total. 

TokHM  taken  Sa 
Bdief  Store. 

September  7th 

154 

719 

1,111 

1,984 

15313 

September  14th 

151 

696 

1,054 

1,901 

16,693 

September  21st 

161 

679 

1,041 

1,881 

16,727 

September  30th 

160 

663 

1,010 

1,833 

16,644 

65,377 

Average  number  of  persons,  1,900. 
Nominal  value  of  tokens,  £1,634  Ss.  6d. 

Special  rations  issued  in  town  and  at  station — adults,  1,750  ;  ohildren,  1,548. 
Daily  average  of  rations — ^adults  58  ;  children  51. 
Actual  cost  of  relief  in  food  (reckoned  at  cost  prices)  aa  follows  : — 


Town  for  tokens  and  rations 
Medical  comforts     


£699    4    4 
20    2    9 

£719    7    1 


Estimated  value  of  meat  from  captured  stock,  3,681  lbs.  ®  Is..  £184  Is.,  not  included  in  cost  of 
£719  7s.  Id.  ^y      y  y 

Frbd.  Lanob, 

Executive  Member  of  Committee 


Enclosure  7  in  Sub- Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 


DearSir, 


Van  der  Hoven's  Drift  Camp,  Pretoria, 

September  30, 1901. 


On  instructions  from  the  Military  Governor  the  Grovemment  Relief  Committee 
took  over  this  camp  on  the  27th  ultimo.  As  stated  in  report  of  31st  ultimo,  Ae 
appointments  and  conveniences  at  the  camp  were  very  incomplete  and  the  Committee 
decided  to  supplement  these. 

Staff. — ^The  staflE  consists  of  a  Supervisor,  Assistant  and  Issuer. 

Cleaning  of  Camp. — ^The  Issuer  sees  to  the  deaning  of  the  oamp. 

Sanitary. — The  town  sanitary  cart  calls  regularly  to  remove  rubbish,  &c.  Theie 
are,  at  present,  two  latrines  in  the  camp,  and  ot£eis  are  in  course  of  erection. 

Rations. — ^The  ticket  system  has  been  introduced,  and  refugees  are  rationed  on 
the  latest  scale  once  a  week. 

Hospital.— A  marquee  tent  has  been  erected  as  a  hospital,  with  the  usual  equip- 
ment and  accessories,  also  a  kitchen  with  a  stove  and  the  necessary  utensils  lot 
cooking.  ' 

Nurses. — ^The  hospital  was  at  first  in  charge  of  nurse  Van  Smallen,  from  Irene; 
this  laJdy,  however,  did  not  give  satisfaction,  she  was  therefore  discharged,  and  nurse 
A.  de  Villiers  appointed,  subsequently,  Mrs.  Steemans  was  appointed  assistant  nurse, 
and  the  hospital  arrangements  now  work  satisfactorily. 

Soup  Kitchen. — Attached  to  thff  camp  is  a  soup  kitchen,  run  by  Mrs.  Carinus, 
one  of  the  Honorary  Members  of  the  Committee.  Generally  the  Benevolent  Society 
supply  the  meat  for  the  soup,  but  occasionally  ti»e  Government  Relief  Committee  abo 
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supply  meat,  besides  supplying  all  the  wood  and  coal  necessary  in  addition  to  barley, 
rice,  oats,  &c. 

Bake  Ovens. — ^For  the  use  of  the  Refugees  in  camp  two  bake  ovens  have  been 
erected. 

Hot-water  Tanks. — ^A  tank  capable  of  holding  100  gallons  has  been  erected  to 
provide  hot  water  for  the  use  of  Refugees  in  camp. 

Store. — ^A  marquee  tent  is  used  at  present  as  a  store,  but  an  iron  biiilding  is 
being  erected  and  will  be  completed  Portly. 

Number  of  Refugees. — ^When  the  Government  Belief  Committee  took  over  the 
camp  on  27th  August,  1901,  there  were  511  souls  in  it,  since  then  348  have  come  in 
and  674  have  been  sent  tp  various  places,  leaving  in  camp,  at  date,  185  soub. 

Health  of  the  Camp. — ^This  has  been  fairly  good;  some  cases  of  siclmess  have 
occurred,  chiefly  amongst  children,  the  ailments  bemg  measles,  influenza,  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  dysentery. 

Deaths. — ^During  the  month  there  were  seven  deaths  in  camp. 

Doctor. — ^Dr.  Wilson  has  been  appointed  Medical  Officer  for  the  camp,  and  he 
attends  daily. 

Medicines. — These  are  obtained  on  the  Doctor's  prescription  from  the  dis- 
pensary. 

Medical  Comforts. — ^A  stodc  of  these  is  kept  at  the  camp,  and  issued  to  the  hos- 
pital, and  generally  in  the  camp  on  the  Doctor^s  order. 

Tent  Visiting.— The  tents  are  visited  daily  by  the  nurse.  The  Doctor  aUo 
inspects  the  tents  from  tune  to  time. 

Telephonic  Communication. — ^This  has  been  sanctioned,  and  the  camp  will 
shortly  be  connected  with  the  Secretary's  office;  connection  with  the  Exchange  being 
impossible  at  present  owing  to  lack  of  room  in  the  Exchange  office. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  SONTEB, 

Secretary, 
Government  Belief  Committee, 
Pretoria. 
The  General  Superintendent, 

.  Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Pretoria. 


Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 


List  of  Rbpobts  on  Camps. 


A.  Barberton 

B.  Balmoral 

C.  Belfast    ... 

D.  Heidelborg 

E.  Irene 

F.  Johannesbnrg 

G.  Klerkedorp 
H.  KmgerBdorp 
I.  Middelborg 
J.  Mafeking 
E.  NylBtroom 
L.  Pietersburg 
H.  Potchefstroom 
N.  Standerton 

0.  Yereeniging 

P.  Volkflrust 


Page. 

48 
50 
54 
60 
62 
66 
70 
73 
75 
78 
84 
86 
90 
92 
98 
101 
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A.— BARBERTON. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Barberton,  Month  endmg 

September  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Womm. 

Chndra. 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901 ... 
Arriyals     •••        ••• 

Births         

295 
30 

744 
17 

899 

9 

13 

1 

Total          

— 

— 

~ 

325 

i 

9 

761 
11 

921 

Departures 

Deaths       

9 

8 
3 

6 
53 

Total          

— 

— 

.  — 

59 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901... 

316 

750 

862 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Week  ending  September  6, 1901 
>♦  »         1"    >♦ 

ft  M  ^*  11 


Men. 


I 

4 


W.men. 


(MdKB. 


11 

56 

10 

30 

6 

U 

4 

23 

Deaths. 


Men. 

WomeiL 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

„      12  .years  and  40    „      

„      40         „        50    „      ...        

„      50         „        over        

— 

3 

3 

7 

43 

Total        

— 

3 

53 

Number  op  Deaths  under  Heads  op 

Causes. 

Measles        ...        ••. 

24 

Enteric       

— 

Heart  Disease 

Diarrhoea     

8 

Whooping  •  Cough. . . 

— 

Other  Diseases      ... 

Dysentry 

— 

Influenza 

— 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 

14 

Maramus 

1 

B.  Gbaumann, 

Gamp  Superintendent 
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Report  fob  Moxth  ending  30th  September,  1901. 

Burgher  Camp,  Barberton. 
Arrivals  and  Departures. — During  the  month  there  were  56  arrivals,  and  23  of  the 
inmates  left  for  other  parts,  leaving  a  total  of  1,928  ration-drawing  people,  as  detailed  in 
statistical  returns  herewith. 

Water. — We  have  been  exceptionally  fortunate  in  getting  all  required  ;  generally^ 
about  this  time  of  the  year  the  small  supply  has  had  to  be  regulated  to  certain  hours  of 
the  day,  even  when  the  population  was  much  smaller. 

Building, — It  has  been  necessary  to  build  an  iron  lean-to  to  the  present  Commissariat 
issuing  store,  which  will  take  a  few  days  to  complete. 

Lady  Visitors. — Two  ladies  from  England,  a  Miss  Hogg  and  Miss  Taylor,  spent 
several  days  in  the  camp,  whom  I  allowed  every  fiswility  to  gather  information  as  to  the 
condition  of  and  circumstances  generally  of  the  inmates. 

They  made  a  tent-to-tent  visitation  of  the  whole  camp,  accompanied  by  an  interpreter,- 
and  before  leaving  expressed  themselves  thoroughly  satisfied  that  all  was  being  done  for 
the  occupants  that  could  be. 

Inspectoi^  of  Camps. — Mr.  Scholtz  made  a  careful  inspection  of  the  camp  and 
hospital  workings,  books,  &c.,  and  his  report  I  hope  will  be  to  your  satisfaction. 

Milk  Issue. — ^We  have  ceased  serving  tinned  milk,  and  have  been  making  a  daily 
issue  prepared  ready  for  use. 

Ration  Issue. — From  the  9th  instant,  rations  have  been  issued  once  weekly. 

Food  Supplies. — Wholesome  and  plentiful. 

Fresh  Meat. — This  has  been  somewhat  scarce  and  very  poor,  the  troops  have 
likewise  only  had  a  very  limited  supply  of  late. 

The  grass  is  now  springing  up  nicely,  and  should  soon  make  a  material  difference  to 
the  condition  of  cattle. 

Sickness. — Since  my  last  report,  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  health 
of  the  camp  and  the  prevailing  disease  of  measles  lessening  daily. 

Treatment  of  the  Sick. — The  camp  matron  and  her  assistants  daily  visited  the  inmates 
and  the  doctor  very  frequently,  and  cases  of  serious  illness  were  immediately  removed  to 
hospital. 

Visiting  and  Local  Committees. — AVe  have  none. 

Hospital  Accommodation.^rTyro  brick  buildings,,  one  marquee,  and  six  I.P.E.  tents. 
On  account  ol  the  falling  off  of  patients,  one  marquee  and  two  bell  tents,  and  five  sail 
cover  houses  were  dismantled  and  removed. 

Hospital  Staff. — One  doctor,  one  dispenser,  one  matron,  one  male  warder  and  four 
female  nurses. 

We  have  no  other  nursing  organisation. 

Medical  Comforts  to  Camp  and  Hospital. — The  following  have  been  issued  : — 


Babbbb- 

TDK. 


Milk 

...         . . 

2,241  tins 

Butter 

...         . . 

12  lbs. 

Meat  extract 

...         . .  • 

78 

Brands  essence 

...         . . « 

24 

Arrowroot  ... 

...         . . 

62  lbs. 

Pearl  barley 

...         . . 

»1  tins 

Bengers  food 

•  • .         . . 

18    „ 

Oatmeal 

.  •  •         . . « 

214  lbs. 

L  ea  •  •  •         •  •  • 

...         . . 

81    „ 

Candles 

•  •  •         . . « 

80    „ 

Compressed  vegetables 

•  •  •         . . « 

14    „ 

Tapioca 

••  •         . . « 

101    „ 

Quaker  oats 

•  •  •         .  • 

108  packets 

Brandy       •  •  • 

...         • .  1 

15  bottles 

Port  wine  ... 

•  •  •         • .  < 

44      „ 

Cornflour    ... 

•  ••         •• 

43  lbs. 
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Clothing,  blankets,  &c.,  issued  and  outside  free  gifts. — I  have  had  distributed  a 
quantity  of  dress  material,  linen,  flannelette,  blankets,  boots,  &c. 

The  two  ladies  referred  to  in  this  Report  also  gave  a  number  of  fEunilies  usefal 
clothing. 

Residents  in  the  town  kindly  sent  sundry  articles  for  distribution. 

Facilities  for  public  worship  and  our  spiritual  advisers. — For  public  worship  we  are 
Btill  using  the  Agricultural  Show  Building,  which  is  spacious  and  well  ventilated. 

The  Ministers  are  the  Rev^  Meara  and  another  (military). 

School  accommodation,  staff,  and  attendance. — The  same  building  (A.  S.)  is  used  for 
the  school.  The  staff  comprise  head  teacher  and  seven  assistants.  The  pupils  attending 
have  averaged  230. 

Sanitation. — This  department  is  now  being  conducted  at  a  considerably  less  monthly 
outlay  than  the  two  previous  months,  and  working  highly  satisfiELctorily. 

The  condition  of  arrivals  is  good  with  one  or  two  exceptions. 

Poynton  Bros,  store. — This  is  an  acquisition  and  saves  the  inmates  having  to  send 
to  the  town  for  miscellaneous  articles. 

Condition. — Uniform  discipline  is  maintained  and  the  camp  is  very  orderly. 

Fatigue  duties  are  regulated  in  consistent  rotation  by  the  time  keeper,  the  inmates 
conforming  cheerfully  in  the  general  interest. 

B.   GRAUBiANH, 

Superintendent 


Sanitary  Report  on  the  Burgher  Camp  for  September. 

Burgher  Camp,  Barberton. 

I  regret  to  report  that  my  expectation  of  a  considerable  fietU  in  the  number  of  deaths 
has  not  been  realised.  Of  the  total  53  deaths  21  were  directly  due  to  measles  ;  of  the 
remaining  32,  in  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases,  the  fatal  disease  followed  sooner  or 
later  on  an  attack  of  measles.  1  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  the  complete  disappear- 
ance of  the  epidemic. 

The  general  health  of  the  camp  is  now  excellent  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  death- 
rate  should  rise  above  the  normal  low  figure  of  this  camp,  making  allowance  for  the 
occurrence  of  a  certain  amount  of  diarrhoea  and  fever,  inseparable  fix)m  camp  life  in 
the  hot  season. 

The  sanitation  of  the  camp  has  been  in  every  way  f^atisfisictory  during  the  month. 

S.  C,  B.  Robinson, 
Barberton,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

1st  October,  1901.  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps. 


Balmoral 


Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  2i. 

B.— BALMORAL. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Balmoral,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Ohildren. 

Hen. 

Women. 

Oluldnn. 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901 ... 

Arrivals      

Births         

210 

88 

651 
247 

799 

315 

6 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

298 
11 

898 
9 

1,120 

Departnrefi 

Deaths        

7 
4 

i 
5 

6 
28 

Total          

: 

— 

— 

34 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901... 

287 

889 

1,066 
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Week  ending  September  6,  1901 
20 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    .. 
„        1  year  and  12  years  ... 
„      12  years  and  40     „ 
„      40         „         50     „      ... 
50         „         over 

Total 


51 
Sick  in  Gamp. 


Deaths. 


Men. 


2 
2 
2 


Men. 


2 
1 
1 


Women. 


2 
5 
6 
9 


Women. 


Children. 


4 

13 

9 

25 


Children. 


2 

7 

19 


28 


Number 

OP  Deaths  under 

Heads  op  Causes. 

Measles        

8 

Enteric       

2 

Heart  Disease 

4 

Diarrhoea     

6 

Whooping  Cough... 

— 

Old  Age      

1 

Dysentery 

2 

Influenza 

— 

Peritonitis 

1 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 

5 

Marasmus 

4 

Accidentally    burnt 
to  death. 

4 

E.  R.  Harvey, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Balmoral 


Monthly  Report,  September. 

Burgher  Camp,  Balmoral. 

Camp. — The  camp  is  now  properly  laid  out,  and  the  various  departments  are  in 
full  workmg  order.  The  people  on  the  whole  appear  cheerful  and  as  contented  as  they 
can  possibly  be  under  the  circumstances. 

Food. — The  food  supplied  continues  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  gives  universal 
satisfiwtion.  The  meat  alone  is  very  poor,  but  there  are  already  signs  of  improvement 
with  the  advent  of  spring,  and  I  hope  by  the  end  of  October  the  quality  of  the  mutton 
will  leave  very  little  to  be  desired. 

Water. — The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  a  fountain  at  a  considerable  distance 
fix)m  the  camp,  and  appears  to  be  of  exceptionally  good  quality.  When  the  tanks 
arrive  the  additional  precaution  will  be  taken  of  boiling  the  water. 

Climate. — The  heat  during  the  month  has  been  excessive,  and  several  severe  storms 
have  passed  over  the  camp  causing  great  temporary  discomfort. 

Sanitation. — The  old  refuse  heaps,  complained  of  in  my  last  report,  have  all  been 
removed,  and  we  are  now  able  to  carry  out   successfully  the  daily  sanitary  work  of  the 
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Balmoral  camp.     Two  carts  are  working  continually  removing  the  rubbish  to   a  spot  about  two 
miles  fix)m  the  camp. 

The  latrines,  ^vith  a  total  of  60  buckets,  are  now  all  erected,  and  these  are  cleared 
daily  by  the  military,  the  camp  not  yet  being  supplied  with  the  necessary  vehicles. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  consists  of  three  marquees,  all  furnished  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  is  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Lee,  .who  is  assisted  by  a  qualified  matron 
and  staff  of  probationers.  A  most  regrettable  accident  happened  on  the  night  of  the  18th, 
during  a  heavy  storm,  when  one  of  the  marquees  caught  fire  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  the  night  nurse,  and  caused  the  death  of  four  children,  who  were  burnt  to 
death.  I  attach  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  which  was  held  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  matter.  The  accident  is  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  the 
lanterns  intended  for  the  hospital  only  arrived  the  previous  evening. 

Camp  Matron. — This  lady  is  doing  excellent  work  in  attending  to  thedistribution 
of  clothing  and  medical  comforts  to  the  destitute  and  needy.  This  department  is  entirely 
in  her  hands,  and  she  is  assisted  in  her  charitable  work  by  a  number  of  young  women 
chosen  from  among  the  refugees.  These,  however,  cannot  always  be  relied  upon,  as  they 
are  inclined  to  favour  their  own  friends,  and  the  decision  to  appoint  a  sts^  of  younj; 
ladies  of  British  extraction  to  assist  the  matron  is  highly  gratifying. 

The  usual  medical  comforts,  such  as  brandy,  wine,  jellies,  meat  extracts,  maizena, 
Quaker  oats,  sago,  oatmeal,  rice,  milk,  &c.,  are  issued.  Large  quantities  of  milk  and 
soup  are  daily  issued  to  children  and  old  people,  as  well  as  to  the  sick  and  convalescent. 

Ovens. — The  Military  Authorities  have  kindly  supplied  20  army  ovens,  which  will 
be  greatly  appreciated,  and  bricks  are  now  being  made  tc)  enclose  these. 

General. — A  large  drain  has  been  dug  round  the  camp,  thus  adding  considerably  to 
the  comfort  of  the  inmates,  as  the  water  at  one  time  used  to  rush  down  the  hill  and 
through  the  tents  during  a  heavy  storm.  On  the  whole  1  consider  there  is  very  little  to 
complain  of  as  regards  the  condition  of  the  camp,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  people 
generally  is  very  satisfactory. 

E.  R.  Haevey, 

Superintendent. 

Medical  Repobt,  September. 

Burgher  Camp,  Balmoral,  September  30,  1901. 

The  sanitation  of  the  camp  has  been  during  the  month  very  satisfectory. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  37,  majority  being  children.  Although  the  death-rate 
seems  high,  it  is  not  really  so,  if  consideration  is  taken  of  the  condition  of  a  great  many 
of  the  burgher  families  brought  into  camp  during  the  month  ;  especially  may  this  be  said 
of  the  arrivals  from  Hans  Senekal. 

Measles  still  runs  along,  and  although  it  is  well  nigh  impossible  in  a  camp  of  so 
many  families  to  eradicate  or  put  a  stop  to  the  spreading  of  this  contagious  disease,  by 
our  action  of  segregating  those  infected  we  have  withheld  it  from  becoming  a  virulent 
epidemic.  The  death  return  is  proof  that  before  contagious  diseases  were  isolated  our 
death  rate  from  measles  was  great ;  since  isolation,  death  from  measles  has  been  the 
exception.  The  unfortunate  incident  of  the  children's  hospital  being  burnt  I  merely 
allude  to. 

The  hospital  equipment,  considering  the  number  of  patients,  is  satisfactory,  but 
owing  to  enteric  fever,  of  which  we  have  had  seven  cases,  three  in  hospital,  I  consider  it 
necessary  to  make  preparations  for  extending  the  hospital,  and  shall  at  once  order  more 
equipment.  It  is  necessary  that  we  have  an  arrangement  for  burning  the  excrements 
from  hospital  patients  suffering  from  enteric  fever.  We  have  twice  am*ing  the  montib 
stoved  the  tents  in  camp  of  those  in  the  vicinity  of  infected  patients  by  the  burning  of 
sulphur.  This  precaution  will  be  taken  and  carried  on  more  frequently  if  the  case  demand 
it.  It  is  well  nigh  impossible  to  make  the  burghers  fold  up  the  curtains  of  their  tents 
daily. 

Milk  is  mixed  and  distributed  daily  to  children  under  six  years  of  age,  one  bottle 
per  diem. 
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Water  is  carried  by  means  of  rum  barrels,  but  these  are  quite  inadequate  both  for  Balmoral 
milk  purposes  and  hospital.     I  consider  a  water-cart  should  now  be  obtained,  as  the  time 
is  approaching  when  enteric  fever  may  become  epidemic. 

Maternity  cases  are  conducted  mostly  by  themselves  with  the  guidance  of  the  camp 
midwife.  The  case  of  the  newborn  infant  is  not  good  in  many  cases,  the  reason  is  owing 
to  the  maternal  incompetency  to  supply  natural  milk,  which,  of  course,  leaves  a  highway 
open  to  the  ravages  of  artificial  feeding,  unaccompanied  by  the  strictest  adherence  to 
cleanliness. 

I  have,  &c. 

John  William  Lbb« 


Prockedings  of  a  Court  of  Enquiry  assembled  at  Balmoral  on  the  19th  September, 
1901,  by  order  of  the  Commandant,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  death  of  four  children,  and  the  destruction  by  fire  of  a  hospital 
tent  on  charge  of  the  Burgher  Camp,  Balmoral. 

President : — Captain  Ronald,  2nd  Battalion,  The  Buffs. 

Members  : — Lieutenant  Garvice,  Mounted  Infentry  Company,  2nd  Royal  Dublin 
Fusiliers  ;   Lieutenant  Hills,  2nd  Battalion,  The  Buffs. 

In  attendance : — The  Court  having  assembled  pursuant  to  order,  proceed  to  take 
evidence. 

First  Witness. — Hester  Vermeulen,  Nurse  Probationer  in  the  Burgher  Camp, 
Balmoral,  states  : — At  BalmoKal,  on  the  night  of  the  18th  September,  1901,  I  was  on 
duty  in  No.  1  Hospital  Tent ;  I  also  had  to  ^dsit  from  time  to  time  No.  2.  When  the 
rain  commenced  and  the  children  in  No.  1  were  asleep,  I  ♦isited  No.  2  Tent,  leaving 
a  lighted  candle  in  No  1  Tent.  I  did  my  hospital  duties  in  No.  2  Tent,  and  then  it  was 
raining  so  Lard  that  I  could  not  get  back  to  No.  1  Tent,  a  distance  of  about  thirty  yards. 
This  was  alx>ut  10.30  p.m.  At  about  11.30  p.m.  I  heard  another  night  nurse  calling  to 
me  fiT>m  No.  3  Tent,  but,  thinking  she  merely  wanted  company,  I  took  no  notice  as  it 
was  nearly  time  to  give  medicine  again  in  No.  2.  After  giving  the  medicine  I  heard 
calling  again,  and  on  going  out  to  see,  I  found  No.  1  Tent  was  nearly  burnt  down.  I 
then  ran  over  and  told  the  doctor. 

Second  Witness. — Margaret  Adank,  Nurse  Probationer  in  the  Burgher  Camp, 
Balmoral,  states  : — At  Balmoral,  on  the  18th  September,  1901,  I  was  on  night  duty  in 
Hospital  Tent  No.  3.  At  about  12.30  a.m.  on  the  19th  my  tent  gave  way  owing  to 
the  rain,  and  I  went  outside  to  look  for  a  man  to  put  it  up.  I  noticed  some  flames  and  at 
first  thought  it  was  the  kitchen  which  -had  caught  fire  ;  however,  I  soon  saw  that  it 
must  be  No.  1  Tent,  and  I  ran  over  to  call  Miss  Vermeulen,  the  night  nurse  of  that  tent. 
I  found  that  No.  1  tent  was  entirely  burnt  down,  and  I  could  not  find  Miss  Vermeulen. 
I  then  went  and  told  the  doctor,  and  after  that  the  matron  ;  I  then  went  to  Tent  No.  2 
and  called  Miss  Vermeulen,  who  was  inside. 

Third  Witness. — No.  7455  Private  J.  Needham,  Volunteer  Company,  The  Buffs, 
states  : — At  Balmoral,  on  the  18th  September,  1901,  I  was  in  charge  of  the  searchlight 
fix)m  7  p.m.  18th  till  5  a.m.  19th.  Between  11  and  12  p.m.  I  noticed  a  light  as  of  a 
lamp  in  the  Burgher  camp  ;  I  put  the  searchlight  on  it,  and  it  appeared  to  flicker.  I  put 
this  down  to  the  wind,  and  passed  the  light  on.  About  15  minutes  later  I  looked  again 
and  saw  a  huge  blaze,  and  reported  it  to  the  sentry. 

Fourth  Witness. — May  H.  M.  Nettelton,  Matron,  in  charge  of  the  Burgher  Camp 
Hospital,  Balmoral,  states  : — At  Balmoral  on  the  18th  September,  about  midnight,  I  was 
call^  by  Mrs.  Adank,  who  told  me  the  children's  hospital.  No.  1  Tent,  was  on  fire  ;  I  told 
her  to  drag  the  children  out,  and  followed  immediately.  We  were,  however,  too  late,  as 
the  whole  tent  was  burnt  down.] 

Fifth  Wtness. — John  William  Lee,  Medical  OflScer,  Burgher  Camp,  Balmoral,  states  : — 
At  Balmoral  on  the  18th  September,  1901, 1  was  aroused  by  a  woman's  voice  saying  that 
the  hospital  was  on  fire  ;  I  immediately  came  out  of  my  tent  without  dressing,  and  saw 
tiiatthe  children's  hospital  was  burnt  down.  I  went  up  to  the  cots,  of  which  there  were 
lour,  and  found  one  child  patient  by  the  side  of  its  bed  on  the  floor,  1  found  it  dead,  and 
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BalmoraIi  looked  at  the  other  cots,  where  I  found  the  three  other  patients  charred  and  their 
blankets  still  smouldering  round  them.  I  left  things  as  they  were  and  went  to  my  tent, 
dressed  and  looked  at  my  watch — the  time  was  12.30  a.m.  on  the  19th.  1  should  say 
that  the  length  of  time  from  having  been  called  till  I  looked  at  my  watch  was  about 
15  minutes.  After  dressing  I  lighted  a  lantern  and  came  down  to  the  Commandant's 
tent  and  informed  him  of  the  fire.  The  distance  from  my  tent  to  No.  1  tent  is  15  yards. 
There  was  nothing  provided  for  the  lighting  of  the  hospital  tents  beyond  bare 
candles.  Lanterns  arrived  yesterday  the  18th  September  and  two  were  handed  over  to 
the  matron  at  5  p.m. 

,  The  names  of  the  children  burnt  to  death  are  as  follows  : — 

Adam  Johannes  Booysen  .••  ...  5  years  10  months. 
Martha  Susannah  Pretorius  ...  7  years  10  months. 
Martha  Magdalena  Dorothea  Roets  9  years    6  months. 

Jannetta  Hendrika  Smit     4  years    6  months. 


A.  J,  Booy- 
sen. 

M.  8.  Pre- 
torios. 
M.  M.  D. 
Roets. 
J.  H.  Smit. 


Opinion. 

The  Court  having  read  and  carefully  considered  the  foregoing  evidence  are  of 
opinion  that  the  four  children  named  in  the  margin  lost  their  lives  accidentally,  by  being 
burnt  to  death  in  the  Burgher  Camp  Hospital,  Balmoral,  about  midnight,  on  the  18tn 
September  1901. 

The  Court  considers  that  the  accident  was  due  to  three  causes,  namely, 

(1.)  The  lighting  arrangements  in  the  hospital  tents  being  inadequate  and  unsafe. 

(2.)  One  nurse  only  being  in  charg^e  of  two  tents  30  yards  apart. 

(3)  The  nurse  in  charge  of  No.  1  tent  (burnt)  and  No.  2,  leaving  No.  1  tent  with 
a  naked  candle  burning  in  it  for  so  long. 

Further  the  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  hospital  tent  was  destroyed  by  fire  through 
the  causes  named  above,  and  that  the  cost  should  be  borne  by  the  public. 

Signed  at  Balmoral,  this  19th  day  of  September  1901. 

(Signed)         J.  McB.  Ronald,  Capt., 

2nd  Batt.  The  Buffs, 

President. 
„  G.  Garvice,  Lieut., 

2nd  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers, 
„  C.  Hills,  Lieut., 

2nd  Batt.  The  Buffs, 

Members. 


Bblfasi^ 


Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 
C— BELFAST. 
Statistical   Return  for  Burgher  Camp,   Belfast,   Month  ending 

30th  September,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Childron. 

Men. 

Women. 

CUldwD. 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901 ... 

Arrivals      

Births         

213 
122 

525 
132 

669 

180 

3 

Total          

— 

— 

— 

335 
42 

657 
94 

852 

Departures            

Deaths 

42 

87 
7 

99 
43 

Total          

— 

*""■ 

— 

142 

In  Camp,  September 30, 190L.. 

293 

563 

710 
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Sick  in  Camp/ 


Week  ending  September   6, 1901 


Men. 


Women. 

Children. 

8 

42 

14 

64 

10 

45 

11 

33 

Dbathb. 


David  Mubbay, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Monthly  Repobt,  Septembeb. 


BBLFA8T. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„      1  year  and  12  years    ...        

„     12  years  and  40  years 

^     40     „       „    50     „     

50      „       „    over         

— 

5 
2 

11 
32 

Total 

— 

7 

43 

Numbeb 

OF  Deaths  undbb 

Heads  of  Causes. 

Measles        

Diarrhoea      

Dysentery    .. 

15 

Whooping  Congh ... 

Inflaenza 

Marasmas 

^~" 

Meningitis 

^  Tubercolis 
Bronchitis  and 

Acute  Enteritis 
Bums  of  3rd  degree 

3 
1 
1 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 
ConvnlsionB 

19 
1 

Chronic  Enteritis ... 
Acute            „ 

1 

1 

Mortally    wounded 
Acute  Laryngitis  ... 

1 
1 

Enteric         

3 

Heart  Disease 

3 

Burgher  Camp,  Belfast,  October  5,  1901. 
I  beg  to  report  that  the  past  month  has  been  one  of  unusual  excitement.  On  the 
3rd,  the  usual  quiet  of  the  camp  was  broken  by  the  news  that  10  of  the  more  prominent 
members  of  the  camp  had  absconded.  Then  on  the  night  of  the  15th,  the  dastardly 
attack  on  the  camp  took  place,  which  was  the  cause  of  one  woman  being  mortally 
wounded  (who  died  in  the  hospital  whilst  being  attended  to),  and  two  children,  one 
severely,  the  other  slightly.  These  two  events  following  so  closely  upon  one  another 
naturally  upset  the  general  routine  of  work  of  the  camp,  but  I  am  happy  to  say  they  have 
got  gradually  settled  down  again.  There  is  perhaps  a  little  timidity  shown  at  night&ll 
amongst  the  women  and  children,  but  they  are  gradually  regaining  confidence. 

Our  population  has  been  somewhat  fluctuating  for  the  month.  Our  arrivals 
numbered  450,  these  were  transfers  from  Middelburg.  The  departures  numbered  228. 
This  exodus*  was  caused  by  the  deportation  to  Natal  of  the  wives  and  fiimilies  of  burghers 
still  on  commando.     Still  the  gross  increase  on  the  month  was  about  160. 
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Brlpast.  Natives  are  rationed  according  to  the  work  they  do  in  the  camp  ;  if  they  are  pains- 

taking and  show  an  inclination  to  do  a  fair  day's  work  they  are  encouraged  by  receiving 
a  little  fresh  meat ;  if  refractory  they  receive  only  flour  and  salt ;  but  I  am  happy  to  say 
I  have  found  few  of  the  latter.  I  get  an  immense  amount  of  work  done  by  the  natives, 
and  if  it  were  not  for  them,  some  of  the  departments  of  the  camp  would  suffer. 

Rations — Quality. — The  high  standard  of  groceries  is  still  maintained,  the  people 
being  quite  satisfied  with  quantity  and  quality.  The  one  weak  spot  in  the  rations  has 
been  the  gradual  falling  off  in  the  quality  of  fresh  meat,  but  being  mostly  stock-breeders 
and  knowing  the  diflSculties  in  the  way  of  procuring  good  stock  at  the  change  of  seasons, 
it  takes  little  argument  to  convince  them  that  with  the  rapid  growth  of  grass,  the  spring 
being  now  upon  us,  we  shall  soon  overcome  that  difficulty,  and  the  meat  will  improve 
day  by  day.     In  the  meantime  we  are  making  issues  of  corned  beef  to  tide  over  the  time 

The  weather. -^--^e^  have  had  bright  sunshiny  days  with  occasional  cold  blasts  of 
wind  at  night.  The  rain  which  we  are  looking  so  eagerly  forward  to  does  not  come ;  if 
we  could  have  a  good  downpour  it  would  cleanse  the  whole  camp,  assist  vegetation  and 
render  our  water  supply  more  secure.  Many  of  the  burghers  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  offer  of  seeds,  if  they  wish  to  cultivate  a  little  erf,  and  to  this  end  I  have  had  several 
plots  turned  over  and  well  manured.  The  difficulty  I  shall  experience  will  be  to  find 
sufficient  erven  or  plots  to  satisfy  the  demand.  With  rain  we  should  soon  have  the  crops 
forward  enough  to  engage  the  attention  of  those  who  undertake  the  cultivation  and  the 
exercise  and  occupation  would  make  them  healthier  and  stronger  men. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  for  the  month  has  been  in  excess  of  previous 
months.  The  high  rate  of  mortality  amongst  the  children  is  accounted  for  mostly  by  the 
return  of  the  cold  east  winds.  Though  the  measles  epidemic  is  practically  over  the 
children  are  still  suffering  from  its  effects  and  are  very  susceptible  to  colds,  which  often 
lead  to  pneumonia. 

Since  my  last  return  I  have  been  supplied  with  a  Camp  Doctor,  Camp  Matron,  and 
resident  Minister.  Dr.  Sheinnesson  took  over  the  duties  of  camp  doctor  on  the  21st  inst., 
and  has  scarcely  had  time  to  report  on  the  health  or  the  camp.  Dr.  Wroughton,  who  is 
retaining  control  of  the  hospital,  has  made  a  report,  which  I  attach. 

The  Camp  Matron  has  been  very  busy.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  month  she  was 
engaged  in  finding  her  way  amongst  the  people,  and  trying  to  teach  them  the  rudiments 
of  hygiene  and  sanitation.  She  has  persisted  in  this,  and  I  think  with  very  good  results. 
In  her  visitations  she  naturally  comes  in  contact  T\ath  many  sick,  and  reports  at  once  to 
the  doctor  any  cases  which  come  under  her  notice.  During  the  month  we  received  a 
parcel  of  boots  and  clothing  for  free  distribution,  consisting  of 

500  blankets, 
900  yards  flannelette, 
100  pairs  of  boots, 
2,179  yards  cotton  shirtings. 

This  was  very  gratefully  received,  and  issued  almost  immediately.  Prior  to  its 
arrival  I  had  issued  chits  to  Poynton  Bros,  for  dress  material  ;  in  fiict,  anything  to 
make  imderclothing  for  the  destitute.  I  was  compelled  to  do  this,  as  they  were  for  the 
most  part  naked,  having  been  promised  when  brought  from  their  homes  that  everything 
would  be  replaced  when  they  arrived  here.  They  had  bought  to  the  extent  of  their 
savings,  and  latterly  had  nothing  but  blue- backs  leffc,  which  are  valueless. 

I  estimate  the  issue  at : — 

15  pairs  boots. 
533  yards  dress  material. 
210  yards  calico. 

26  pairs  stockings. 

53  cooking  pots. 

12  buckets. 
8  pairs  youths'  trousers  or  suits. 

The  particularB  of  the  issue  will  follow  in  a  day  or  two. 
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The  Rev.  du  Toity  who  took  up  his  duties  on  the  third,  is  proving  very  helpful  in  Bhlfast. 
the  camp,  he  is  very  earnest  in  his  duties,  has  established  several  visiting  committees. 
The  work  of  such  committees  he  has  embraced  in  his  report  which  I  attach.  I  would 
specially  mention  the  help  given  to  the  camp  by  Mrs.  du  Toit  who  makes  an  excellent 
second  to  her  husband.  He  conducts  most  o£  the  religious  services,  as  also  performing 
the  sad  duty  of  burying  the  dead. 

Hospital. — I  am  glad  to  say  that  this  department  is  as  well  managed  and  as  popular 
as  ever.  Dr.  Wroughton,  R.A.M.  C,  is  in  charge,  Bnd  is  ably  assisted  by  matron  (Sister 
Herbert)  who  seems  to  have  won  the  confidence  of  the  refugees,  two  nursing  sisters  and 
five  probationers.  There  have  been  44  admissions  during  September.  The  total  number 
of  deaths  for  the  month  has  been  15,  six  of  whom  were  admitted  during  August,  and  nine 
in  September.  There  are  at  preseiit  in  the  hospital  13  in  the  general  ward,  and  seven  in 
the  measles  ward.     I  attach  the  doctor's  report. 

Medical  Comforts. — The  camp  matron  is  undertaking  the  issue  of  medical  comforts 
to  the  aged,  infirm  and  sick  ;  these  comprise  tea,  sugar,  milk,  cornflour,  sago,  Quaker  oats, 
&c.,  and  she  uses  her  discretion,  giving  where  she  thinks  it  needful. 

Milk. — The  total  number  of  tins  used  by  the  dispenser  in  making  up  the  preparation 
for  issue  was  2,518  tins,  representing  7,654  bottles.  His  preparation  still  continues  to 
give  general  satis&ction.     Besides  this  t^e  Camp  Matron  has  issued  144  tins. 

Blankets. — Besides  the  issue  of  cotton  blankets  we  have  had  to  issue  93  woollen 
blankets  to  the  sick  and  poorly  clad  during  the  month. 

Public  Worship. — The  Rev.  du  Toit  has  taken  charge  of  this  section  of  work.  His 
report  I  attach. 

School. — This  department  m  controlled  by  the  same  staff  with  Mr.  Munroe  as  head 
of  it.  He  says  :  ''  During  the  earlier  part  of  the  month  the  school  attendance  was  200 
first  week,  225  second  week,  and  then,  owing  to  the  attack  on  the  camp  and  a  number 
of  the  families  being  sent  away,  the  number  has  been  reduced  to  175.  But  this,  I 
think,  will  not  last  long,  as  we  received  51  more  into  the  school  during  the  week 
ending  4th  October." 

Many  young  men,  to  my  knowledge,  have  joined  the  school  to  improve  themselves 
in  English  and  commercial  knowledge,  they  feel  that  it  has  to  be,  and  I  encourage  them 
as  much  as  possible. 

Sanitation. — This  department  still  continues  to  improve  as  the  people  are  realising 
more  and  more  the  necessity  of  keeping  clean.  All  contraventions  of  the  camp  rules 
are  severely  dealt  with. 

Condition  of  People  Arriving. — As  the  majority  of  those  arriving  are  transfers 
fix>m  Middelburg,  and  have  been  well  supplied  with  clothing,  &c.,  there,' they  appear  to 
be  in  a  fairly  good  position,  but  don't  object  to  receive  a  further  supply  if  they  can 
get  it. 

Poynton^s  Store. — At  the  beginning  of  the  month  this  was  as  well  patronised  as  ever 
but  the  manager  drew  my  attention  to  the  attempts  of  some  to  buy  more  than  they  were 
entitled  to.  I  set  watches,  and  found  this  was  so,  so  had  their  purchases  stopped.  This 
gave  them  a  surprise  and  they  wanted  to  sell  back  some  of  their  purchases,  but  this  was 
refused.  The  whole  of  the  people  aflPected  were  deported  at  the  first  opportunity,  and 
are  now  in  Natal. 

Since  the  attack  on  the  15th,  the  store  has  practically  closed,  and  the  Commandant 
has  issued  an  order  that  no  clothing  must  be  sold  without  an  explanation  being  given  ot 
the  actual  condition  of  the  would-be  purchaser.  The  same  applies  to  those  receiving 
tiirough  charity.     My  judgment  is  not  sufBicient. 
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BflLFAW. .  General. — Were  it  not  for  the  unrest  cadsed  by  the  events  of  the  month,  we  might 

have  congratulated  ourselves  upon  the  state  of  the  camp.  The  excitement  among  the 
people,  however,  which  was  not  allayed  when  the  military  took  possession  of  the  town 
and  stores,  has  tended  to  greatly  upset  the  usual  tranqmlity  of  the  cmnp,  and  the 
resources  and  efforts  of  the  staff  to  restore  confidence  have  been  taxed  to  the  utmost 

Yours,  &c., 

David  Mubray, 

Superintendent. 


Report — Sbptembbb. 


Burgher  Camp,  Belfast,  30th  September,  1901. 
With  regard  to  my  work  in  this  camp  during  the  month  of  September  I  find  it 
necessary  to  report  as  follows : — During  the  first  week  after  my  arrival  here  on 
3rd  instant,  besides  settling  down  and  taking  a  general  view  of  the  work,  I  did  not  do 
much  more  than  visiting  some  cases  of  sickness  which  came  to  my  notice,  and  conducting 
a  few  burial  services.  During  the  following  three  weeks  I  have  been  about  the  camp, 
visiting  the  people  in  the  houses  and  tents  they  occupy.  If  it  had  not  been  iar  the  state 
of  unrest  in  the  camp,  cold  and  rainy  weather,  as  well  as  a  slight  indisposition  on  my 
part,  I  think.  I  would  have  been  able  to  visit  every  family  in  the  camp,  but  under  the 
-circumstances  I  have  only  visited  187  families,  in  which  I  found  571  children,  215  women 
(married,  unmarried,  and  widows),  and  57  men,  making  a  total  of  843.  As  to  the 
<jhildren,  I  find  that  383  are  of  school  age,  157  have  hitherto  attended  the  public  school 
here,  and  146  the  Sunday  school,  which  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Malan,  one  of  the 
teachers. 

As  to  religious  literature,  I  find  that  some  of  these  families  are  altogether  without 
any  religious  books,  possessing  neither  a  Bible  nor  a  hymn-book  ;  some  having  one  of 
these,  while  the  majority  have  managed  to  bring  their  Bibles  and  hymn-books  with  them. 
Among  those  I  visited  47  are  in  need  of  Bibles  and  61  of  hymn-books.  Some  15  have 
also  asked  for  other  books.  In  a  bi-weekly  catechism  class,  which  was  the  last  few  times 
attended  by  about  40  or  50,  about  half  the  number  are  without  the  book  which  is  used  in 
the  class. 

Besides  these  classes  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  at  4  p.m.,  I  have  usually  held  s 
service  every  Sunday  at  10  a.m.,  and  a  Sunday  School  at  2  p.m.,  as  well  as  a  weekly 
service  on  Wednesday  at  4  p.m.  All  these  have  been  held  in  the  building  which  has 
been  kindly  placed  at  our  disposal. 

To  assist  us  in  the  work  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  appoint  the  following  Working 
Committee,  the  members  of  which  have  to  aid  Mrs.  du  Toit  and  myself  to  fijad  out  the 
cases  of  sickness  and  distress,  and  take  the  necessary  steps  to  relieve  the  same.  Each 
pair  mentioned  have  a  special  part  of  the  camp  allotted  to  them,  as  follows  : — 


1.  Mr.  Stef.  Malan  ••• 

Widow  Malan     ... 

2.  Mr.  J.  J.  Schutte 

Mrs.  P.  J.  Broekman 

3.  Mr.  S.  J.  Schoeman 

Miss  Alida  Joubert 

4.  F.  M.  Labuschagne 

Miss  Annie  Mare 

5.  Mr.  Johannes  van  Tender 


For  all  the  houses  situate  east 
of  the  street  in  which  Com- 
missariat Store  is  found. 

For  all  houses  on  western 
side  of  the  same  street. 

For  Camp  No.  I,  on  eastern 
side  of  tl  e  village. 

For  Camp  No.  II.,  in  the 
centre  of  the  village. 


XK'      xK    XM  J    niT-     I  For  Camp  No.  III.,  on  western 

Miss  M.  Mare  and    Miss  >     ^;  ^^  ^f  ^.i.^  xt;ii«!w. 
A.Coetzee.  j     «<ie  of  the  village. 
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We  have  found  the  need  in-  clothing  and  boots  to  be  great  among  some  of  the  Bblfabt. 
people,  especially  among  the  women  and  children.     Out  of  the  money  at  our  disposal  we 
have  supplied  out  of  the  local  store  the  following  persons  : — 

B.  Strydom,  suit  of  clothes      ..• 
-    .  B.  Strydom 's  orphan  son,  one  pair  boots 

Martinus.  Stoltz,  suit  of  clothes  and  shirt 
Widow  Gert  Olivier's  eldest  son,  ditto 

Mrs.  D.  Botha's  son,  one  jacket  

Mrs.  Widow  Malan,  one  pair  shoes 

Mrs.  H.  V.  d.  Merwe,  ditto       ...         ... 

Mrs.     J.     M.     Mare,     one    pair    stockings  ; 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Kraaijenburg  and  two  children, 

three  pairs  stockings 0  14     0 

Mrs.  Gunter,  Mrs.  Viljoen,  and  Mrs.  Schutte, 

each  one  pair  of  boots  at  105.  6d.  ...         1  11     6 

Mrs.    Swart,   Mrs.    Oberholtzer,  and   Mrs.    F. 

Schoeman,  each  one  pair  of  boots  at  10s,  6d.    .     Ill     6. . 

£12     6     6 


£   s. 

d. 

1  12 

6 

0  15 

0 

2     6 

0 

1  17 

6 

0  17 

6 

0  10 

6 

0  10 

6 

With  the  exception  of  some  houses  which  appear  to  me  to  be  overcrowded,  and  some 
rooms  occupied  by  families  to  be  too  small  for  a  family,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  camp  as 
a  whole  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Some  complain  about  the  poor  condition  of  the 
meat  that  is  supplied,  but  after  the  fine  rains  we  have  had  this  hitherto  inevitable 
complaint  should  soon  cease. 

The  hospital  I  find  well  arranged  and  k^pt,  and  I  am  urging  the  people^to 
make  more  use  of  an  institution  which  has  been  got  up  chiefly  for  them. 

As  to  the  public  school,  which  I  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  once  and  addressing 
the  upper  classes,  I  am  urging  the  parents  to  send  their  children  to  the  same,  and  trust 
that  in  future  a  greater  number  of  children  will  attend. 

I  am,  &c., 

A.  G.  DU  ToiT. 


Medical  Monthly  Report,  September. 

Burgher  Camp,  Bel&st,  30th  September,  1901. 
In  hospital — 

Admitted,  Men  •• .  .      •••         •••         •••         •••         •«•         3 

Women        •••         ...         ...         ...         ,.•       10 

Children       ...         ...         ,..         •••         .••       31 


Total         •••         •••         •••       44 

Deaths  in  hospital  during  September  amongst  those 

admitted  in  that  month 9 

Deaths    in  hospital    during    September    fi'om   those 

admitted  in  previous  months        ...         ...         ...         6 

Still   remaining  in   hospital   from   those  admitted  in 

September...         •••         ,..         ••,         •••         ••«       16 

The  numbers  outside  I  am  unable  to  give  for  the  month,  as  the  camp  (outside»work^ 
was  handed  over  during  the  month  to  Dr.  Shienessen.  However,  the  number  can  be  got 
by  adding  up  the  weeklv  return  sent  in  by  me  each  week  while  doing  the  outside  work  at 
commencement  of  montk,  and  latterly  by  Dr.  Shienessen.  No  copy  of  the  weekly  return 
sent  in  has  been  kept. 

A.  0.  B.  Wroughton, 

Lieutenant,  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps. 

General  Medical  Officer,  Belfast. 
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Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3*  in  No.  24. 

D.— HEIDELBURG- 

Stati6tigal  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Heidblburo,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Ohildren. 

Men. 

WooMn. 

OUUlML 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901  ... 

ArrivalB      

Births          

469 
57   . 

764 
33 

991 
40 
10 

Total          

— 

— 

— 

526 

41 

797 
19 

1,041 

Departures 

Deaths        

37 
4 

16 
3 

20 
43 

Total          

— 

— 

— 

63 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901 ... 

485 

778 

978 

SiOK  m  Camp. 


Week  ending  September  6, 1901 

„  W  13        99 

20    „ 
„  M        27    „ 


•••        •*.        •••        ••• 


••.        .. 


Men. 


2 
1 
3 
2 


Women. 


7 
4 
5 
8 


KuHBBR  or  Deaths  undbb  Heads  of  Causes. 


CUldlM. 


30 
26 
SI 
30 


• 

Deaths. 

• 

Men. 

Women. 

Childzen. 

Under  1  month 

...       ... 

••.       ••• 

— 

— 

7 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 





— 

— 

5 

„      1  year  and  12  years     ... 

...     - "... 

tm\'                  ••• 

— 

— 

28 

„     12  years  and  40  ',,        ...        ... 

... 

4 

4 

- 

„     40     „      „    50   „        





— 

— 

- 

50     „      „    over         





2 

— 

- 

Total 

6 

4 

40 

Measles 

17 

Debility  Jaundice... 

1 

Heart  Dieeose 

2 

Diarrhcea      

En^c       

1 

ConToMons 

3 

Dysentery 

Whooping  Cough... 

— 

Inanition   

1 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Syncope       

11 

Influenza 

Marasmus 

^.^ 

RichitiB      

Premature  Birth  ... 

1 
1 

Otitis  Media 

Diphtheria 

1 

A.  A.  Allison, 

Camp  Superintendent 
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BURG. 

Bm-gher  Camp,  Heidelburgi  October  5,  1901, 

Hospital. — The  hospital  staff  is  at  present  as  follows  : — One  doctor  and  one  assistant 
doctor,  one  matron  and  one  assistant  matron,  14  nurse  probationers,  two  washwomen, 
one  water  carrier,  one  native  sanitary  boy,  and  one  hospital  orderly. 

The  accommodation  at  present  is  56  beds  ;  of  which  26  are  occupied.  The  medical 
officer  informs  me  that  at  present  there  are  no  enteric  cases. 

Medical  Com/bri^.-— During  the  month,  medical  comforts  have  been  issued  as 
follows  :-^ 

4,931  tins  milk 
317  bottles  fresh  milk 

84        „     brandy 
504  ounces  meat  extract 
264        „     Brands'  essence 
24  bottles  wine 
112  lbs.  pearl  barley 
30  packets  Quaker  oats 
26  lbs.  tea 
28     „    biscuits 

School — There  is  school  accommodation  for  between  400  and  500 ,  children,  the 
average  attendance  has  been  243.  There  is  one  male  head  teacher,  and  seven  female 
assistants. 


Clothing.- 

-During 

the  month,  free  issues  have  been  made 

per 

Messrs. 

Poynton 

Bros- 

as  follows  : — 

208 

195 
40^ 
39 
12 
8 
41 
22 

105 

yards  flannelette 

„      milton 

„      suiting 

„     men's  shirting 
shawls 

yards  dress  material 
pairs  boots 
yards  galatea 

The  above  amount  to  £73  19^. 

M. 

'   There  has  also  been  issued  during  September  out  of  my  office  : — 

7  small  buckets 
5  kettles 
16  large  buckets 
19  military  blankets 

Camp  Matron. — Since  my  last  report  the  camp  matron  has  arrived  who  has  given  all 
orders  for  issues  of  goods  per  Messrs.  Poynton  Bros,  initalled  by  me  amounting  to 
£73  19#.  9</.,  as  alrecSy  stated. 

The  camp  matron  makes  tent  to  tent  visitation  and  ascertains  with  two  refugee 
assistants,  all  those  who  are  deserving  and  in  need  of  relief — which  is  issued.  I  have 
made  arrangements  and  employed  a  refugee  bootmaker,  who  does  repairs  for  those  who 
are  unable  to  pay. 

The  camp  matron  also  reports  any  illness  to  medical  officer  that  may  not  come  under 
his  notice.  She  has  so  fiar  given  every  satisfaction  to  me  and  also  to  the  inmates  of  the 
camp. 

Police. — The  police  staff  consists  of  three  men  to  each  camp,  who  keep  order  and  see 
that  all  streets  and  huts  are  kept  in  order.  There  are  also  30  or  40  other  police,  who 
are  on  duty  night  and  day,  to  prevent  anyone  entering  the  camps  without  written 
permission  from  me. 

Sanitation. — The  sanitary  arrangements  are  in  good  order ;  there  are  nine  latrines 
containing  74  large  buckets,  which  are  attended  by  town  sanitary  contractors  every  night. 
I  find  it  somewhat  difficult  to  get  the  people  to  observe  hy^enic  rules,  but  under  the 
circumstances  I  cannot  but  feel  satisfied. 
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Supplies. — The  Bupplies  come  forward  regularly  and  are  of  the  best  quality. 

Poyntons. — Messrs.  Poynton  Bros.'  Store  is  of  valuable  assistance,  and  a  great 
convenience  to  the  department,  and  inmates  of  the  camp. 

Climate. — The  climate  is  good  and  we  have  had  excellent  weather. 

Burials. — All  coffins  are  made  and  supplied  free  to  those  dying  in  camp,  and  the 
grave  fee  is  also  paid  for  those  who  are  unable  to  pay ;  during  the  month  grave  fees 
amounted  to  £8  7s.  6d. 

Yours,  &c., 

A.  A.  Allison, 

Snperintendent.  - 


Monthly  Medical  Report,  September. 

Burgher  Camp,  Heidelburg,  October  6,  1901. 

During  the  month  of  September  as  the  epidemic  of  measles  had  almost  completely 
died  out  the  general  health  of  the  camp  was  very  fedr,  and  apart  from  a  mild  formSof 
diarrhoea  there  was  no  sickness  of  importance. 

This  diarrhoea  I  attribute  entirely  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  water  which  had  been 
condemned,  but  which  unfortunately  is  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the  camps  and 
tempts  the  natural  indifference  and  laziness.  .-  — ! 

The  death  rate,  I  am  glad  to  report,  has  &llen  off  and  reached  49  as  compared  with 
83  of  last  month's  report.  The  death  rate  is  about  21*6  per  1,000,  and  therefore  not  a 
Yety  heavy  one. 

Of  these  deaths  21  were  due  either  to  measles  or  its  sequelae,  4  due  to  diarrhoea, 
4  convulsions  in  young  children  under  one  month,  3  premature  birth,  1  rickets,  1  old  i^ 
and  bronchitis,  1  pertussis,  1  otitis  media,  3  dysentery,  1  enteric  fever,  7  pneumonia, 
1  post  diphtheritic  paralysis,  1  diphtheria. 

The  intiectious  cases  which  have  arisen  during  the  last  month  have  been  as  follows  :— 

2  diphtheria  cases, 
6  typhoid, 
8  dysentery. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  is  as  good  as  one  can  expect  with  such  a  totally 
insanitary  race. 

Yours,  &c., 

Robert  G.  Ralstok, 

F.R.C.S.  Eng.,  M.B., 

MecUcal  Officer. 


Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No,  24. 

E.— IRENE. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Irene,  Month  ending  September  30,  1901. 




Men. 

Womoi. 

Children. 

Men. 

Womoi. 

Ohxldno 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901  ... 

ArriyalB      

Births          

1,050 
99 

1,679 
187 

1,926 

253 

20 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

1,149 
170 

1,866 
360 

2,199 

Departores             

Deaths        

167 
3 

345 
15 

345 
62 

Total           

— 

— 

. 

407 

Ill  Camp,  September  30, 1901 ... 

979 

1^ 

1,792 
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Men. 

Women* 

OhUdnii. 

Under  1  month 

— 

— 

— 

Between  1  month  and  1  year   ... 

— 

— 

13 

n      1  year  and  12  years    ••• 

— 

— 

49 

♦»    *2     „      1,    40     ,1       •#• 

3 

11 

,— 

•W     ^       ff        f»     «^       >»         ••• 

— 

3 

— 

50     „      „    over 

— 

1 

- 

Total  ...        

3 

15 

62 

NuMBBR  OF  Deaths  ondbb  Hbads  of  Causbs. 


Measles        

23 

Influenza 

1 

Malaria      

1 

Diarrhoea     

5 

Marasmos 

3 

Nephritis 

2 

Dysentery 

3 

Heart  Disease 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

Pneamonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Enteric         

31 

Tabercolosis 
Convulsions 

1 
5 

Corunoma 

1 

'Whooping  CoQgh   ... 

1 

Peritonitis 

1 

G.    F.    ESSELBN, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Monthly  Rbpobt,  Seftembeb. 


Burgher  Camp,  Irene,  4th  October,  1901. 

The  month  has  been  noted  for  sundry  incidents  in  camp,  and  the  work  has  been 
very  trying  to  all  officials.  I  purpose  enumerating  some  of  the  events,  and  saying  a  few 
words  on  each  in  succession. 

(a.)  Despatch  of  wives  and  children  of  those  men  who  are  still  on  commando 
to  Natal. 

{b.)  Visit  of  the  Ladies'  Commission  to  report  on  Burgher  Camps. 

(c.)  Educational  matters. 

(d.)  Your  Circular  No.  76  and  Lord  Kitchener's  letter  to  Schalk  Burgher. 

{e.)  General  matters. 

(a.)  Despatch  of  Refugees  to  Natal. — This  was  commenced  on  the  17th  inst.,  and 
although  most  of  the  families  whose  husbands  were  still  out  took  up  a  defiant  attitude 
when  lists  were  completed  some  time  previous,  and  when  they  were  told  to  keep  ready  for 
removal  to  Natal,  they  turned  very  meek  and  mild  when  the  loading  on  to  the  trucks 
actually  commenced.  With  each  train  load  of  refugees  I  sent  a  guard  of  six  Burgher 
Police.  These  have  all  returned  fi'om  Natal,  and  report  that  all  arrived  at  their 
destinaUon  safe  and  well,  and  that  they  were  well  treated  on  the  way.  Previous  to  their 
despatch  from  here  they  were  told  by  visitors  and  even  by  inmates  of  this  camp  that  the 
British  would  not  dare  to  send  the  women  out  of  the  camps,  as  the  other  Powers 
would  interfere  and  not  allow  them  to  do  so.  Unfortunately,  orders  were  received  to 
stop  the  further  despatch  until  further  notice.  This  was  at  once  taken  advantage  of 
to  tell  the  unfortunate  women  all  kinds  of  stories  to  the  effect  that  the  European  Powers 
had  interfered,  and  that  we  dare  not  send  imy  more  women  away.     And  when  I  found 
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IRENS.  a  lot  of  different  stories  being  circulated  in  the  camp,  and  found  two  men  actually 
defying  my  authority  in  my  own  office  (these  were  promptly  sent  out  of  camp  aa- 
undesirables),  I  thoroughly  investigated  the  matter,  and  found  that  most  of  the  agitation 
was  brought  about  by  visitors  to  the  camp.  One  of  the  men  who  was  sent  out  of  camp 
had  volunteered  to  assist  in  the  organizing  of  a  staff  of  lady  visitors  and  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  sewing  classes,  soup  kitchens,  &c.,  &c.,  and  when  I  asked  him  to  report  to 
me  how  &t  he  had  gone,  he  openly  defied  me,  and  stated  he  would  do  nothing  uatil  he 
was  told  that  no  more  women  were  to  be  sent  away. 

When  going  among  the  inmates  to  tell  them  that  they  must  not  listen  to  all  these 
stories,  but  must  keep  m  view  their  removal  to  Nat^l,  and  be  ready  dt  any  moment 
when  orders  came,  I  was. surprised  to  learn  some  days  after  that  one  of  the  Pretoria  ladies, 
a  Mrs.  Enslin,  had  told  some  women  that  I  (the  Commandant)  had  given  orders  that  on 
Monday  morning  the  women  and  children  of  those  still  on  commando  would  be  bundled 
on  to  trucks,  whether  they  were  well  or  sick,  and  whether  they  had  doctors'  certificates 
or  not.  Naturally,  this  report  was  spread  in  camp  as  having  come  from  the  Comman- 
dants' wife,  Mrs.  Esselen,  and  not  as  having  been  spread  by  Mrs.  Enslin,  one  of  the 
Pretoria  nurses,  and  gave  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  Mrs.  Esselen's  work  being  undone. 
Although  the  Pretoria  ladies  may  have  done  good  work  in  the  past,  and  even  at  the  present 
time,  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  that  I  consider  the  inmates  of  this  camp  would  be 
fiu*  happier  wiuiout  them  as  the  harm  done  by  them  far  outweighs  the  little  good  they  do 
in  distributing  medical  comforts.  I  have  tried  to  find  cases  where  they  have  actually 
assisted  the  suffering  sick  in  the  way  of  putting  on  a  poultice  or  showing  the  people  how 
to  treat  the  sick  but  cannot  find  any  instance. 

(b.)  Commission  to  Inspect  the  Camps. — These  ladies  arrived  in  camp  here  on 
Monday  the  23rd  of  September  and  commenced  their  duties  of  inspection  immediately 
after  their  arrival.  In  terms  of  your  instructions  I  placed  my  own  services  as  well  as 
those  of  all  oflScials  in  camp  at  their  disposal.  They  will  have  no  reason  to  complam 
that  the  inmates  of  the  camp  did  not  know  of  their  presence  here  as  I  informed  some 
800  women,  who  were  assembled  in  the  church  marquees  for  another  purpose,  that  this 
commission  had  come  all  the  way  from  England  and  had  arrived  here  that  very  day,  and 
two  of  them  were  present  at  the  very  time  and  the  inmates  of  the  camp  could  pour  out 
their  complaints  to  these  ladies  to  their  hearts'  content.  The  ladies  left  very  unexpectedly 
on  Wednesday  afternoon  at  2  o'clock  but  I  received  a  letter  from  th^m  asking  me  to 
forward  certain  statistical  information  (which  they  asked  me  to  prepare  for  t£em)  to 
Johannesburg,  which  I  have  done. 

(c.)  Educational  Matters. — The  schools  broke  up  for  holidays  last  Friday  week, 
and  re-open  on  Tuesday  the  8th  inst.  In  this  matter  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to 
report  that  the  result  of  several  interviews  and  conversations  with  Mr.  Sargant,  the 
Director  of  Education,  and  other  members  of  this  department  has  been  that  a  school  has 
been  opened  here  for  young  children  under  seven  years  of  age. 

Miss  Rothman,  who  is  in  charge  of  this  school,  arrived  here  on  the  23rd  of  last 
month.  I  instructed  all  my  Line  Captains  to  inform  all  the  women  (mothers  of  children)  to 
be  present  in  the  Church  marquees  at  3  o'clock  that  afternoon,  as  I  had  something  to  say 
to  them  and  somebody  to  introduce  to  them.  Miss  Rothman  and  several  of  the  other 
Lady  Commissioners  accompanied  me,  and  we  formed  a  great  gathering  of  at  least  800 
women.  I  explained  to  them  what  their  duty  was  towards  their  children,  and  introduced 
Miss  Rothman  to  them  and  invited  them  to  send  their  little  ones  to  her  school  instead 
of  letting  them  lie  in  filth  between  tents.  The  results  have  been  grand,  over  170  little 
children  were  enrolled  within  the  next  few  days,  and  now  there  are  over  200  in 
attendance,  which  number  I  hope  will  not  only  be  maintained  but  will  increase. 

(d.)  Your  Circular^  No.  76,  and  Lord  Kitchener's  letter  to  Schalk  Burgers.— Vfon 
receipt  of  the  circular  I  called  all  the  men  in  camp  together  to  explain  to  them  the 
contents,  and  .the  wishes  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  asked  them  to  send  in  appli- 
cations in  writing.  I  have  received  some  appUcations  of  different  nature  which  I  will 
shortly  summarise  and  submit  to  you.  The  burgher  police  staff  has  been  increased  to  50, 
and  they  have  been  told  what  their  duties  are.  On  the  whole  the  new  recruits  are  not 
the  class  of  men  desired,  and  only  30,  all  told,  volunteered  their  services  for  thi» 
department. 

In  distributing  Lord  Kitchener's  letter  to  S.  Burgers  I  had  one  posted  up 
on  the  notice  board,  and  gave  some  copies  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  inmates  erf  the 
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camp  by  my  line  captains.  One  fellow  who  had  hurriedly  read  the  notice  on  the  board  Irbne. 
went  into  the  camp  and  reported  that  the  "  Vierkleur"  (Transvaal  flag)  was  flying  in 
Cape  Town.  It  turned  out  that  he  had  read  the  extract  from  a  letter  where  someone 
writes  to  a  friend  in  Cape  Colony  that  their  plan  was,  with  Grod's  help,  to  hoist  the 
*'Vierkleur"  in  Cape  Town.  In  future  I  think  I  shall  always  call  them  together 
whenever  anything  of  importance  has  to  be  communicated  to  them,  to  avoid  wrong 
impressions  and  fitlse  rumours. 

Oath  of  Allegiance. — A  good  number  of  men  have  expressed  the  desire  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  in  this  direction  I  beg  to  submit  the  following.  From  the  results 
of  the  recruiting  and  the  volunteering  for  the  several  corps,  it  would  appear  that  many 
younff  men  would  like  to  join  but  are  afraid  to  face  those  who  are  still  bitter  against  the 
British.  My  own  idea  is  that -good  results  may  follow  if  a  day  were  fixed  and  an  officer  • 
appointed  and  sent  to  this  camp  with  power  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  His 
Majesty  the  King.  I  would  then  make  this  known  beforehand  and  give  the  sedition - 
mongers  every  opportunity  to  do  their  worst.  The  officer  could  arrive  here  in  the 
morning  and  all  the  men  in  the  camp  could  be  called  up  to  come  and  witness  the 
ceremony.  The  timid  would  be  encouraged  in  this  way,  and  I  feel  certain  a  great 
number  would  be  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  taking  the  oath  of  all^iance,  and  it 
will  very  materially  assist  in  bringing  about  a  more  contented  feeling  amongst  the  men 
and  doing  away  with  any  feelings  of  doubt,  uncertainty,  and  non-confidence. 

General. — The  health  of  the  inmates  on  the  whole  is  satisfactory,  most  of  the  sickne8& 
appears  to  be  amongst  the  new  arrivals. 

Water  Supply. — Our  water-supply  has  been  tampered  with  once  during  this  month,, 
but  the  interference  only  lasted  a  few  hours!  It  is  a  difficult  "matter  to  find  the  guilty 
party.  .         . 

Meat  Supply. — We  are  now  issuing  tinned  meats,  in  the  hope  that,  as  the  grass  is  now 
getting  plentiful,  the  sheep  will  have  improved  by  the  end  of  the  month,  to  enable  us  ta 
kill  and  issue  decent  meat  again. 

Stores. — The  stocks  we  are  receiving  as  food  supplies  are  good. 

Poynton  Brothers  are  now  enlarging  their  premises  and  -will  thus  be  able  to  keep 
larger  stocks  on  hand. 

There  is  one  matter  that  I  must  mention,  and  it  is  this.  '  I  have  been  present  (and 
have  gone  carefully  into  the  contents  of  the  cases)  on  several  occasions  when  the  commission 
of  ladies  from  Pretoria  have  distributed  the  goods  bought  by  them  in  Pretoria  to  the 
inmates  of  this  camp.  In  checking  the  orders  and  invoices  of  these  goods  with  Poynton- 
Brothers,  I  find  that  most  of  the  articles  bought  by  the  commission  and  brought  by  them 
to  this  camp,  are  kept  in  stock  by  Poynton  Brothers.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  wrong  as 
against  Poynton  Brothers'  contract.  Amongst  other  things  are  Dutch  medicines  which 
Poynton  Brothers  have  been  ordered  not  to  import. 

I  enclose  the  medical  officer's  report  for  the  month  which  speaks  for  itself  and  remain, 

Yours  iSbc, 

G.    F.   ESSELEN. 

Superintendent. 


Medical  Monthly  Report,  September. 


Burgher  Camp,  Irene,  4th  October,  1901. 

Health  of  the  Camp. — During  the  month  sickness  has  on  the  whole  been  slightly 
on  the  increase.  Dysentery,  diarrhoea,  and  measles  have  been  the  cause  of  this. 
Measles  have  attacked  people  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  camp  in  place  of  those 
who  have  left,  and  the  mortality  and  severity  are  the  same,  all  thiags  taken  into 
consideration,  as  they  were  before,  i.e.  in  the  winter  months.  Dysentery  and  diarrhcea 
increase  as  the  hot  weather  approaches,  and  are  a  natural  consequence  of  the  habits  of 
the  inmates.  There  is  at  present  no  typhoid  in  the  camp.  As  soon  as  a  case,  or  \i 
suspicious  case,  makes  its  appearance  it  is  at  once  removed  to  the  hospital.  We  have  at 
present  fourteen  cases  in  Uie  hospital.  It  is  impossible  to  state  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  the  ori^. 

Hospital. — ^We  have  a  record  number  of  patients  in  at  present,  and  find  £gu*  less 
difficulty  in  persuading  people  to  send  their  sick  in. 
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IBBHH.  I  have  issued  a  notice  that  applicants  can  be  vaccinated  (free  of  charge)  ;  the  notice 

has  been  out  three  or  four  weeks.     Up  till  now  no  one  nas  applied.     Unless  made 
compulsory  I  am  afraid  no  one  will  be  vaccinated. 

Sanitation. — This  has  improved — ^the  latrines  are  cleared,  and  cleaned  every  day,  and 
the  refuse  of  the  camp  is  removed  every  day. 

The  people  on  the  whole  appear  resigned  to  their  lot,  and  are  satisfied  that  everything 
is  bein^  done  for  them.  The  children  enjoy  their  school  and  recreations,  and  always 
appear  happy. 

I  am,  &c., 

G.  D.  WOODROFFE,  M.D., 
Medical  Officer. 


JOHAN- 
JmBURO. 


Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

F.— JOHANNESBURG. 

Statistical  Rbtubk  for  Burgher  Camp,  Johaknbsbubo,  Month  ending 

.  Sfeptember  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

'  Ohfldien. 

Men. 

Woman. 

Chndita. 

In  Gamp,  September  1, 1901  ... 
Arrivals      •••        ..•        ••• 
Births 

714 
33 

1,285 

18 

1,506 

21 

9 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

747 
77 

1,303 
145 

1,536 

Departnres            

Deaths       

74 
3 

140 
5 

158 
31 

Total 

: 

— 

— 

189 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901... 

670 

1,158 

1,347 

SiOK  IN  Camp. 


Hen. 

Women. 

auMnt. 

Week  ending  September  6, 1901 

•.. 

•*.        ...        ...        ... 

3 

2 

3 

»                                  »                13       99 

... 

•..        ...        ...        ... 

5 

5 

24 

n                 »        20    „ 

... 

...        ••.        ...        ... 

6 

5 

33 

w                  >t         27    91 

... 

•*.        •••        ...        ... 

9 

17 

36 

Deaths. 

— 

Men. 

Womem 

ChildRO. 

Under  1  month 

...        ... 

— 

— 

3 

Between  1  month  and  1  year  ... 

•;           —           

— 

— 

3 

,j       1  year  and  12  years  ... 



— 

— 

25 

„      12  years  and  40    „     ... 

2 

4 

— 

„      40       „         50    „      ... 



— 

— 

— 

50        „         over 

.            ...           ...            ... 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

3 

5 

31 
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NuMBBB  OF  Deaths  ttkdbb  Hbaos  of  OAVSoa. 


Measles        

— 

Iiuteric       •••        ••• 

2 

Heart  Disease 

2 

Diarrhoea     

15 

Whooping  Oongh... 

2 

Old  Age     

1 

Dysentery    ... 

1 

Influenza 

— 

Croup         

2 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 

12 

MarasmoB 

2 

A.  Noble, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


JOHAV- 
NBSBUBa. 


j;,967 

456 

52 

1* 

90 

•• •                 •• •                 • 

1,570 

237 

Report  for  the  Month  of  September,  1901. 

Burgher  Camp,  Johannesburg. 

In  accordance  with  your  Circular  No.  43  and  the  supplement  attached  thereto,  I  beg^ 
to  report  as  follows  : — 

In  addition  to  the  facilities  of  care  of  the  sick  mentioned  in  my  previous  reports  the 
hospital  accommodation  has  been  increased  by  taking  in  the  large  room  previously  used 
as  dispensary  and  store,  thus  providing  increased  accommodation  for  25  beds. 

We  have  replaced  all  the  wooden  stretchers  by  iron  ones  in  accordance  with  your 
instructions.     This  is  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  the  hospital. 

Dr.  James,  on  arrival,  requisitioned  for  a  night  nurse.  She  only  arrived  and 
commenced  her  duties  on  the  30th  of  the  month. 

The  following  medical  comforts  were  issued  during  the  month  : — 

Milk,  tins    •••         •••         ••• 

Milk,  bottles  

Meat  extract,  dozens 
Brandy,  bottles       •••         ••• 

Port,  bottles  •••         ••• 

Arrowroot,  &c.,  pounds      ••• 
Soap,  bars   •••         •••         ••• 

Candles,  pounds      

During  the  month  I  have  distributed : — 

46  blankets 
235  coats 
^67  trousers 
165  shirts 
4  vests 
59  hats 
131  pairs  boots 
2,443  yards  of  Melton  cloth,  &c. 
1,842       „        lining 
1,939        „        Demim[?] 
334       „        calico 
3S7       „       flannelette 
298        „        suiting 
261  reels  cotton 
313  pairs  boots 
113       „       hose 
Total  value,  £1,168  155.  2d. 

Also  the  following  received  through  the  Dutch  Church  Committee  :-^ 
730  lbs.  onions ; 

10440  1 2 


Men's  clothing. 


>Women  and  children's  clothing. 
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JoHAN-       and  from  Mr,  Le  Koux,  Langlaatge — 

NESBURG. 

2  stretchers. 
These  were  distributed  to  inmates  of  the  camp. 
Sunday  school  and  religious  work  goes  on  as  usual. 
School  accommodation  same  as  previously  reported. 
Children  on  roll,  709. 
Average  attendance,  592'2. 
Staff,  one  Superior  and  nine  assistants. 

nations. — The  average  number  drawing  rations  during  the  month  is  as  follows  ; 


Europeans    ... 
Natives 


Men. 


606 
32 


Women. 


1,192 
11 


Children. 


1,439 
22 


Food  supply. — This  has  been  ample.  I  am  compelled  again  to  refer  to  the  very  poor 
condition  of  the  Slaughter  Stock.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Johannesburg, 
assisted  by  Surgeon  Major  Daniels  and  Veterinary  Surgeon  Pye,  have  reported  to  the 
Town  Council  that  the  meat  at  present  being  sold  in  Johannesburg  is  ui^t  for  human 
food.     I  understand  that  the  stock  we  receive  is  even  worse  than  that  sold  to  butchers. 

You  will  notice  from  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  enclosed  that  scarlet  fever  has 
broken  out  in  the  camp  and  that  prompt  measures  have  been  taken  towards  preventing 
the  disease  spreading.  There  have  only  been  seven  cases  up  to  date  and  they  are  of  a 
very  mild  character. 

The  families  in  which  the  fever  appeared  wer^  immediately  removed  to  a  special 
fever  camp,  and  all  people  who  were  suspected  of  having  come  in  contact  with  the  patients 
were  removed  from  Shed  No.  6  and  placed  in  a  Special  Contact  Camp.  Only  one  fresh 
case  has  occurred  amongst  these  people.  Quarantine  as  strict  as  possible  under  the 
circumstances  is  being  maintained,  and  the  Medical  Officer  concurs  with  me  in  strongly 
deprecating  the  sending  of  any  fresh  fiimilies  here  under  existing  conditions. 

The  only  important  event  of  the  month  was  the  visit  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Concentration  Camps  which  took  place  on  the  2€th  and  27th  of  the  month.  They  went 
very  thoroughly  into  all  matters  connected  with  the  camp  and  expressed  themselves  as 
satisfied  with  what  they  saw, 

A.  A/ Noble, 
Superintendent 


The  Superintendent, 


Burgher  Camp,  Johannesburg,  October  1,  1901. 


Sir, 

This  being  the  first  month  during  which  I  have  held  the  position  of  Medical  OflScer 
to  the  Burgher  Camp,  I  am  unable  to  draw  a  comparison  between  the  general  condition 
and  health  of  the  camp  this  month,  and  the  preceding  months.  Hence  my  report  will 
be  given  under  the  following  heads  : — 

Hospital. — The  hospital  has  undergone  considerable  improvement  during  the  last 
month  ;  this  improvement  consisted  chiedSy  in  an  enlargement  of  the  premises,  which  was 
necessitated  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of  enteric  patients. 

We  are  now  able  to  accommodate  50  patients  instead  of  25,  and  have  the  further 
advantage  of  having  two  wards  in  place  of  one.  Before  this  change  the  adult  male 
typhoid  patients  were  accommodated  in  bell  tents,  pitched  in  too  close  proximity  to  the 
nurses*  quarters. 
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A  new  night  nurse  has  been  appointed,  this  addition  to  the  nursing  staff  was  Johan- 
required  owing  to  the  increase  of  hoispital  patients,  nbsbubg. 

QtMrantine. — The  camp  is  still  in  quarantine  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever 
in  town.  This  has  been  a  very  wise  provision  and  has  proved  beneficial  to  the  camp  in 
more  ways  than  one. 

Enteric  Fever. — As  anticipated,  we  have  had  an  increase  of  this  disease.  It  has  been 
my  endeavour  to  transfer  these  cases  to  the  hospital  as  they  are  recognised,  in  order  to 
prevent  infection  spreading. 

I  have  received  invaluable  assistance  in  the  early  recognition  of  this  camp  scourge 
from  my  camp  matrons  and  nurses,  who  daily  visit  every  tent  (prior  to  my  own  visit), 
and  in  the  event  of  the  slightest  suspicion  of  sickness  in  any  tent,  the  temperature  of  the 
inmate  is  immediately  taken  and  recorded.  This  method  1  consider  invaluable  for  the 
early  recognition  of  enteric  fever.  In  addition  every  tent  that  has,  or  has  had  enteric  fever 
in  it,  is  unmediately  struck  and  the  contents  disinfected  and  exposed  to  the  sun,  the 
inmates  being  removed  to  another  disinfected  part  of  the  camp. 

By  these  and  other  means  I  am  hoping  to  keep  in  check  the  disease ;  owing,  however, 
to  the  extraordinarily  filthy  habits  and  extreme  antipathy  to  personal  cleanliness  this 
people  have,  my  task  of  putting  into  practice  the  principles  of  preventive  medicine  is  an 
almost  impossible  one. 

Scarlet  Fever. — We  have  had  in  all  seven  cases.  These  cases  were  immediately 
isolated  and  all  the  contacts  placed  in  a  separate  contact  camp,  owing  to  the  promptness 
of  the  authorities  in  carrying  out  this  measure  I  have  every  reason  to  think  that  we 
shall  prevent  a  spread  of  tne  disease. 

Sanitation. — The  sanitary  arrangements  are  excellent,  but  it  is  difficult  to  impress 
upon  the  people  the  recessity  ol  making  use  of  the  various  conveniences,  such  as  latrines, 
baths,  refuse  tubs,  &c. 

I  neglected  to  mention  under  heading  I.,  that  I  considered  it  necessary  to  erect  a 
boiler  in  the  rear  of  the  hospital  for  the  purpose  of  disinfecting  clothes  contaminated 
with  typhoid  excreta. 

Dysentery. — There  are  a  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  in  camp  which  are  of  a  mild 
type  and  peculiarly  amenable  to  treatment. 

Water  and  Milk. — Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  enteric,  I  have  recommended  that  the 
water  should  again  be  bacteriologically  examined  ;  I  am  still  awaiting  a  reply  from  the 
medical  officer  of  health.     I  am  of  opinion  that  the  water  is  pure  and  uncontaminated. 

All  milk  used  in  camp  is  either  sterilised  or  condensed  and  is  beyond  suspicion. 

Death-rate. — The  death-rate  is  declining  in  spite  of  the  increase  of  typhoid.  The 
low  mortality  fix>m  the  latter  disease  is  entirely  due  to  the  early  recognition  of  and 
removal  to  hospital. 

Yours,  &c., 

Robert  Ja&ies, 

Medical  Officer. 


MONTHLT   RbPOBT  FOB   SSFTB&IBEB,    1901. 

Burgher  Camp,  Johannesburg,  October  4,  1901. 

Having  completed  the  reports  of  the  Enquiry  Agent  on  all  applications  received  to 
the  end  of  August,  the  Committee  has  not  met  during  the  month  under  review. 

I  am   now  arranging  for  a  new  inspection,  and  hope  to  report  some  progress 
during  October. 

Suitable  men  for  the  work  are  difficult  to  secure  here. 

Three  families,  representing  eight  souls,  receiving    relief   in    town    have    been 
transferred  to  the  Race  Course  this  month. 

Coffins  have  been  supplied  for : — 

1  woman. 
9  children. 
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Medical  comforts  have  been  issued  as  follows  : — 
3,208  tins  milk. 
8  lbs.  tea. 
10  bottles  brandy. 
1  bottle  port  wine. 
206  ozs.  meat  extract. 
4  lbs.  arrowroot. 
64  pearl  barley. 
106  lbs.  Quaker  oats. 
196  lbs.  com  flour. 
I  enclose  medical  report  from  Dr.  Fraser. 

The  average  number  drawing  rations  has  been  :— 

378  men. 
1,795  women. 
2,563  children. 


A.  A.  NOBLB, 

Superintendent. 


Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

G.— KLERKSDORP. 

Statistical  Retubn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Klebksdobp,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

OhUdien. 

j       Men. 

Women. 

Chfldna. 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901 .. 
ArriTalB 
BirthB        

503 
78 

1,733 
183 

2,352 

256 

13 

Total          

— 

— 

- 

581 
73 

1,916 
206 

2,621 

DepartoreB 

Deaths       

67 
6 

193 
13 

199 
128 

Total          

: 

— 

— 

327 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901... 

508 

1,710 

2,294 

Sick  im  Camp. 


Men. 

Women. 

Ohfldieo. 

Week  ending  September  6, 1901         

•••        • ••        ..• 

1 

14 

46 

„                   „        13      „ 

••■        •••        ••. 

2 

20 

59 

$f                  w        20     „            

.  ••        •••        ••• 

5 

23 

75 

f»                  •>        **       »           

•••        •••        ... 

8 

33 

109 

Deaths. 


Men. 

Women, 

niiilifrAii. 

Under  1  month 

— 

— 

3 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

— 

— 

23 

„      1  year  and  12  years 

— 

— 

102 

„     12yearBand40    „        

3 

9 

— 

„    40        „       50    „        

1 

8 

— 

50        „       OTer          

2 

2 

— 

Total 

6 

13 

128 
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NUXBBR  OF  DBATHS  UNDBR 

Hbads  of 

Gausbs. 

MeadeB— Fneomonia 

87 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 

15 

Marasmus 

4 

„       Bronchitis 

5 

7 

Heart  Disease 

^ 

Dianru<B&     •••        ••• 

3 

Measles  and    other 

Convulsions 

5 

complications   .•. 

7 

Dysmtery 

1 

Influenza 

■■"• 

Other  Causes 

13 

Klbbks- 


S,  D.  Cawood, 

For  Camp  Superintendent. 


BuBGHERs'  Camps  Department — Report  for  the  Month  of  September,  1901. 

Klerksdorp,  October  5,  1901. 

DiAB  Sir, 

I  have  to  report  for  the  month  of  September  as  follows  : — 

Food  Stuffs. — Quantity  of  flour,  sugar,  coffee,  aud  other  stuffs  is  good,  and  the  supply 
is  more  than  equal  to  the  demand.  Meat  is  much  the  same  as  when  last  reported  on,  poor 
bat  healthy. 

I  expect  an  improvement  in  condition  shortly,  as  the  grass  is  in  good  condition  for 
sheep  owing  to  the  recent  rains. 

WeaAer. — Severe  weather  has  been  experienced  during  the  month.  Tents  have 
been  blown  to  the  ground  and  the  camp  area  flooded,  causing  very  great  discomfort,  and 
being  responsible  for  an  increase  of  sickness. 

Camp  Trenching. — With  the  exception  of  a  small  area  the  camp  is  now  thoroughly 
trenched,  and  there  should  now  be  little  fear  of  the  tents  being  flooded. 

Shoemakers. — These  are  now  busy  making  shoes  for  those  in  need,  out  of  leather 
supplied  by  the  Relief  Committee  of  (ipe  Town. 

Well-sinking. — A  third  well  is  down  to  a  depth  of  35  feet ;  it  will  probably  have  a 
capacity  of  3,000  gallons  per  diem. 

Should  expectations  be  realised  there  should  be  no  need  to  use  spruit  water. 

Camp  Matron. — The  work  performed  by  this  department  is  giving  every  satisfaction. 
The  girls  are  becoming  more' used  to  the  work,  with  good  results. 

Sanitary. — Arrangements  in  this  direction  are  very  satis&ctory.  Buckets  are 
emptied  twice  daily,  which  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  old  system.  Women's  and 
children's  lavatories  require  considerably  more  attention  than  the  men's. 

Inspector. — On  the  2nd  of  October  Mr.  Scholtz  arrived  here  and  inspected  the  Camp 
the  following  days. 

Ladies^  Commission. — The  ladies  have  visited  the  Camp  and  have  made  a  thorough 
inspection.  The  impression  seems  to  be  that  we  have  not  sufficient  Hospital  accom- 
modation. 

Marquees  wilj  be  utilised  until  other  arrangements  can  be  made. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  W.  Howard, 

Superintendent. 
The  General  Superintendent,  Pretoria. 


Medical  Report,  September. 


Burgher  Camp,  Klerksdorp. 

As  compared  with.the  month  of  August  the  health  of  the  Camp  during  September 
has  been  less  £Eivourable« 

The  total  number <  of  sick,  including  serious  sick,  has  been  slightly  greater  ;  the 
number  of  serious-  cases  alone  has  been  greatly  in  excess  of  the  previous  month,  but  it 
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Klbrks-     will  be  observed  that  there   has  been  a  marked  fell  in  the  death  rate.       Additional 
^'^^^'  medical  assistance,  the  appointment  of  a  camp  matron,  and  under  the  latter's  supervision, 

better  nursing  of  the  sick  and  more  attention  given  to  the  requirements  of  individual 
families  have  undoubtedly  been  the  means  of  reducing  the  percentage  of  deaths.  Also 
Hospital  accommodation  has  been  increased  during  the  month,  the  number  of  beds  having 
been  doubled. 

Measles. — I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  epidemic  of  measles  which  has  been  of 
great  severity  in  our  camp  is  wearing  to  an  end,  and  that  probably  in  the  course  of  three 
or  four  weeks  it  will  have  entirely  disappeared.  The  disease  is  now  principally  amongrt 
the  large  number  of  femilies  brought  to  the  camp  about  a  month  ago.  The  large 
majority  of  the  cases  of  sickness  and  of  deaths  during  the  month  have  been  due  to 
measles. 

Other  diseases  prevailing. — During  the  month  the  following  diseases  have  also  been 
prevalent : — Whooping-cough,  chicken-pox,  acute  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  influenza, 
diarrhoea,  and  dysentery. 

Enteric. — There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever. 
Ten  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  month  as  compared  with  8  in  August,  the 
latter  cases  occurring  towards  the  end  of  the  month.  Including  one  case  admitted  into 
Hospital  on  July  18th,  there  have  been  in  all  19  cases  of  enteric  treated  during  Septem- 
ber. Of  the  9  cases  treated  in  Hospital  there  have  been  2  deaths.  Two  cases  were 
admitted  on  suspicion  and  reported  enteric,  but  the  patients  were  afterwards  found  to  be 
suffering  from  other  diseases. 

Sanitation. — The  sanitary  affairs  of  the  Camp  have  been  very  carefully  attended  to 
during  the  month.  I  personally  visit  the  camp  3  or  4  times  a  week  to  attend  to  those 
matters,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  all  latrines  are  kept  in  excellent  condition,  and 
that  disinfectants  are  freely  used  for  the  same.  The  camp  generally  is  kept  scrupulously 
clean,  and  I  have  found  very  few  tents  dirty  and  insufl&ciently  aired.  • 

Rations. — The  meat  supply  is  examined  by  me  before  issue,  and  during  the  month 
I  have  al  frays  found  it  of  good  quality  but  low  in  condition.  All  other  rations  have 
been  good  in  quality,  and  no  complaints  have  been  made.  The  water  supply  continues 
to  be  of  good  quality,  but  is  insufficient  to  meet  all  requirements.  Another  well  is, 
however,  being  sunk  for  the  use  of  the  camp. 

1  have  omitted  to  report  under  "  Diseases  "  that  there  have  been  no  fresh  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  during  the  least  three  weeks. 

Medical  Comforts. — There  has  been  an  abundant  supply  of  all  medical  comforts 
during  the  month.  The  distribution  of  milk  in  diluted  form  has  not  yet  been  carried 
out,  but  hope  to  have  this  begun  at  an  early  date. 

Hospital. — The  work  of  the  hospital  has  been  more  than  doubled  during  the 
month,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  increase  the  nursing  staff.  The  majority  of  the 
cases  treated  were  of  a  serious  nature,  such  as  pneumonia,  enteric,  meningitis,  and 
dysentery,  and  each  of  those  cases  require  much  care  and  attention.  Under  the  capable 
management  of  the  matron  the  work  has  been  most  satis&ctorily  carried  out  The 
number  of  beds  will  be  increased  in  a  few  days  to  36,  and  accommodation  for  four  more 
beds  will  be  found  if  necessary.  Forty  beds  is  the  maximum  number  the  building  at 
present  used  as  a  hospital  can  accommodate,  and  as  the  number  of  cases  requiring 
hospital  treatment  is  increasing,  it  will  be  necessary  soon  to  find,  for  this  purpose,  another 
suitable  building,  or  to  erect  marquees  either  within  the  camp  grounds  or  on  the  vacant 
block  of  stands  adjoining  the  present  hospital. 

Deaths : — 

Under  1  month  • 

1  month  to  1  year      

1  year  to  12  years      

Men,  12  years  to  40  years     .•• 
Women,  12  years  to  40  years 
Men,  40  years  to  50  yean 
Women,  40  years  to  50  years 
Men,  50  years  and  over 
Women,  50  years  and  over    .•. 

Total   •••        •§#        #••        ••#       147 


3 

23 

102 

3 

9 

1 

2 

2 

2 
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Hospital  Report  for  September^  1901 : — ■ 

Number  of  patients  in  hospital  August  31 

„                 ,,        admitted  during  month 

,,                 ,)        discharged         ,,            •••         ••< 
'  5j                 jj        died                  „            •••         ••« 

14 
45 
17 
13 

KLB8K»> 
DOBP. 

jj                 M 

remaining  September  30 

29 

Diseases  treated : 

Pneumonia 

•  •  •               •  < 

12 

Enteric 

•  •  •               •  • 

9 

Meningitis 

•  »  •              -  • < 

4 

Dysentery 
Malaria 

•  •  •               •  t 

•  •  •               •  1 

4  , 

4 

Influenza 

•  •  •              .•  1 

4 

Broncho- Pneumonia 

k  ••« 

•  •  •               •  • 

2 

Pleurisy 
Bronchitis 

•  •  •               •  1 

•  •  •               •  1 

2 
2 

Conjunctivitis  ••• 
Surgical 

•  •  •               •  < 

•  •  •               •  I 

2 

Phthisis 

•  •  •               •  < 

Rheumatism    «.. 

•  •  •                               •  4 

Intestinal  Catarrah 

•  •  •                               •  i 

Peritonitis 

•  •  •                               • 

Jaundice 

•  •  •                               • 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•  •  •                               • 

Laryngitis 
Congestion  of  Lung 
Debility 
Measles 

•  •  •                               • 

•  •  •                               • 

•  •  •                               • 

•  •  •                               • 

■ 

Klerksdorp, 

1st  October,  1901. 

H.  Scott  Russell, 

Medical  Officer. 

Enclosure  8 

in  Sub-Enclosuie  8  in  No.  24 
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Statistical  Retubn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Kbugebsdorp,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

ChUdzen. 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901 ... 

Arrivals     

Births 

841 
220 

1,844 
430 

2,168 

542 

9 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

1,061 
67 

2,274 
297 

2,719 

Departures 

Deaths        

64 
3 

287 
10 

279 
112 

Total           

— 

— 

391 

In  Camp,  September  31, 1901... 

9d4 

1,977 

2,328 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 


Women. 


Week  ending  September  6, 1901 

*»  »  I3»     w 

5»  9f  20,        „ 

n  9J  ^'i      » 


12 
8 

10 
7 


27 

47 

90 

109 


Childien. 


187 

60 

180 

150 


10140 
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Dbaths. 


Men. 


Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year  ... 
9,        1  year  and  12  years ... 

50     „      „    over 

Total 


I   • 


WODMBU 


7 
1 
2 


10 


Ghildnn. 


5 

19 


m 


Number  of  Deaths  ukdbr  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measlee        

33 

1 

;  Enteric       ; 

— 

;  Marasmus 

1 

7 

Diarrhoea     ' 

i 

2 

!  Whooping  Congh... 

1                                      1 

3 

'  Heart  Disease 

— 

Dysentery | 

— 

!  Influenza 

— 

1  Other  diseases 

25 

Pneamonia  and            ' 
Bronchitis      ' 

55 

1                                      • 
1                                      i 

t 

P.   ToMLIHBOMi 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Dear  Sir,  Burgher  Camps,  Krugersdorp,  October  3,  1901. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  reportmg  for  the  month  of  Sej)tember. 
The  general  health  of  the  camp  has  improved.    The  epidemic  of  measles  has 
abated  considerably,  and  the  death  rate  is  steadily  on  the  decrease.    No  outbreak  of 
^ny  other  disease  has  occurred. 

Hospittzl. — ^The  hospital  accommodation  has  been  increased  by  the  erection  of 
three  more  marquees,  thus  bringing  the  total  of  beds  to  70. 

The  staflF  has  also  been  added  to,  viz.,  a  Resident  Medical  OflRcer,  Dispenser, 
trained  nurse  and  eight  probationers. 

Two  trained  nurses,  having  working  with  them  nine  girls,  visit  all  tents  daily,  and 
nurse  cases  not  taken  to  hospital;  with  this  extra  help  the  epidemic  of  measles  has 
been  successfully  combated  and  stamped  out. 

The  nursing  staff  is  now  as  follows : — ^A  Hospital  Matron,  two  trained  nurses  for 
camp,  with  fifteen  probationers. 

Two  Medical  Ofl&cers,  of  whom  one  is  Resident  and  two  Dispensers  one  of  whcMH 
is  resident. 

No  other  nursing  organisation  is  in  vogue. 

Medical  Comforts, — ^Medical  comforts  as  under  have  been  issued  during  the 
month: — 

Milk,  84  Cs.;  oatmeal,  105  lbs.;  maizena,  160  lbs.;  biscuits,  56  lbs.;  pearl 
barley,  196  lbs.;  farinaceous  foods,  four  dozen;  candles,  175  lbs.;  bovril,  32  dozen; 
brandy,  five  casks ;  port  wine,  three  casks ;  tea,  67  lbs. ;  Quaker  oats,  72  lbs. ;  jam, 
six  tins ;  butter  33  tms ;  golden  syrup,  20  tins ;  sago,  84  lbs. ;  tapioca,  29. 

Soap  has  been  issued  twice  during  the  month,  1,500  lbs. 

Blankets. — One  hundred  and  thirty  blankets  have  been  issued  during  the  month, 
making  a  grand  total  now  issued  of  980.  Two  hundred  and  forty  camp  kettles  have 
also  been  distributed  to  those  requiring  them. 

Clothing. — ^The  total  amount  of  free  clothing  issued  to  poor  and  needy  in  camp 
now  exceeds  £740,  the  majority  of  this  being  from  private  sources. 

Service. — ^Divine  service  and  day  school  is  conducted  in  a  large  tent,  which  is 
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capable  of  seating,  for  the  former  meeting,  600  people,  and  for  the  school,  300,  in  KRtJGEHsii'^ 
addition  there  is  a  school  shelter.  .  ^^^^* 

The  Rev.  Badloff  assisted  by  Mr.  P.  Botha.,  are  spiritual  advisers.  Services  are 
held  regularly. 

The  school  staff  consists  of  sh,  teachers,  two  male  and  four  ladies,  and  the  English 
language  is  taught. 

Sanitary, — The  sanitary  arrangements  are  carried  out  by  the  Krugersdorp 
Sanitary  Board,  wood  and  iron  buildmgs  are  utilised,  and  the  pail  system  is  in  vogue. 
Disinfectants  are  freely  used,  and  clearances  are  made  twice  daily.  Slops  are  also 
removed  by  the  Sanitary  Board  and  dry  rubbish  is  deposited  in  pits  dug  for  that 
purpose  near  the  camp. 

Hygienic  rules  are  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  are 
appointed  to  see  to  their  observance. 

The  refugees  arriving  in  camp  are  well  provided  with  the  necessary  goods  and 
chattels. 

Soup. — The  soup  kitchen  is  much  appreciated  by  old  and  young,  and  40  gallons 
of  soup  IS  distributed  daily  to  sick  and  aged. 

Baths. — The  baths  are  in  much  demand  by  all  classes,  and  the  people  are  induced 
to  bathe  regularly. 

Oven. — ^A  large  oven,  capable  of  holding  at  one  time  over  100  loaves  of  bread,  has 
been  erected,  and  is  utilised  by  the  people  wo  have  no  convenience  for  baking. 

Garden. — A  garden  for  hospital  has  been  started,  and  several  of  the  burghers 
have  decided  to  start  on  their  own  account,  and  wire  and  poles  are  being  supplied  for 
fencing  purposes. 

Food. — The  food  suppUes  have  come  forward  regularly,  and  full  rations  have 
been  issued  without  exception. 

Ffiel. — Of  wood  and  coal  there  is  abundance. 

Water. — The  water  for  drinking  and  cooking  purposes  is  drawn  from  three 
springs,  and  is  absolutely  free  and  protected  from  contamination. 

For  washing  and  bathing  purposes  water  is  obtained  from  a  dam  some  miles  away. 

I  have,  &c., 

P.   TOMUNSON, 

Superintendent. 
The  General  Superintendent, 
Pretona. 


Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  id  No.  24. 
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Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Middelburg,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Childten. 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901 ... 

Arrivals      

Births         

1,240 
76 

2,459 
94 

2,824 

128 

36 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

1,316 
140 

2,553 
206 

2,988 

Departures 

Deaths        

130 
10 

187 
19 

2S0 
73 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

303 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901 .. 

1,176 

2,347 

2,685 

10410 


K  9 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


HiDDBL- 
BUBO. 


76 
Sick  in  Camp. 


Men* 


Women. 


difldzm. 


Week  ending  September  6, 1901 


223 
248 
211 
286 


Dbathb. 

Men.             Women. 

ChildicB. 

Under  1  month     ..*        ...         

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  and  12  years 

„     12  years  and  40    „        

»     40     „       ,9    50    „ 

50     „       „    over          

8 
2 

15 

14 
18 
41 

Total        

10 

19                73 

NUMBRR 

OP  Deaths  under 

Heads  of 

Causes. 

Measles        

22 

Enteric       

13 

Heart  Disease 

2 

Diarrhoea     

16 

Whooping  Cough... 

— 

Other  Causes 

34 

Dysentery 

3 

Influenza 

4 

Pnenmonia  and 

Bronchitis 

5 

Marasmus 

3 

C.  R.  Gardner, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Monthly  Report. 

September. 

BiiTjgher  Camp,  Middelbiirg,  October  4,  1901. 
Beyond  the  fact  that  the  usual  routine  work  of  this  camp  has  gone  on  smoothly 
there  does  not  seem  to  be  anythmg  special  to  report  upon  for  this  month. 

It  having  been  decided  to  remove  this  camp  to  a  better  site,  a  new  one  has  been 
selected  lying  North-^East  of  the  Town,  on  a  portion  of  Gim  Hill,  and  near  the  banks 
of  the  Ohphants  River.  The  site  is  considered  a  most  excellent  one,  and  is  distant 
about  one  mile  from  station.  I  feel  confident  that  the  removal  to  this  new  site  will 
cause  a  great  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the  camp. 

During  the  month  considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  hospital  nursing 
staff  by  the  arrival  of  more  trained  nurses,  the  benefit  of  which  has  already  been  felt 
The  probationers  too  appear  now  to  take  more  kindly  to  their  work,  and  have  caused 
less  trouble  to  the  nursing  sisters  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  past. 

The  appointment  of  two  other  resident  Medical  Officers,  decided  upon  by  you,  to 
replace  the  two,  non-resident,  now  here,  will,  I  feel  sure,  prove  a  decided  advantage, 
seeing  that  the  whole  of  their  time  will  be  given  to  the  camp. 

Yours,  &c., 

C.  R.  Gardner, 
Superintendent. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


77 
Medical  Monthly  Report.  Middhit 

BUBO* 

September. 

Burgher  Camp,  Middelburg,  October  6,  1901. 
1       I  regret  the  lateness  of  my  report  this  month,  owing  to  pressure  of  work. 

The  returns  for  feist  month  show  an  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the 
campj  good  results  in  the  treatment  of  cases  in  hospital  of  which  a  larger  number  have 
been  admitted  than  at  any  j>revious'  time,  and  a  steadily  diminishing  death-rate. 

The  nimiber  seen  and  prescribed  for  in  the  camp  is  still  very  large,  3137,  but 
nearly  all  of  these  cases  are  trivial  ailments,  such  as  debility,  rheumatism,  anaemia 
after  measles,  coughs,  diarrhoea  in  children  and  infants,  influenza,  with  cases  of  minor 
surgery  and  tooth  extractions.  Several  hundred  families  have  been  moved  away  to 
other  camps  during  the  month,  thinning  out  the  camps  with  advantage.  All  those 
removed  to  other  camps  were  previously  examined  by  your  Medical  Stan  and  declared 
fit  to  travel  or  rejected  and  sent  back  to  camp. 

Measles  now  scarcely  exists  in  your  camp,  but  the  inmates  of  Vermaak's  camp 
have,  during  the  past  month,  furnished  almost  all  the  cases  and  the  deaths  from  the 
sequelae  of  the  disease. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  cases  of  German  measles  in  the  camp  which  have 
^ven  rise  to  a  little  anxiety,  as  to  whether  it  would  turn  out  to  be  something  more 
infectious  rather  than  from  the  seriousness  of  the  disease,  and  it  has  not  been  con- 
sidered necessary  to  isolate  these  cases. 

The  Pretoria  camps  and  Carolina,  together  with  the  Belfast  camp  have  furnished 
a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever,  and  seem  to  be  the  most  unhealthy 
camps  in  the  above  order.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  proximity  of  the  small  spruit  to 
the  former  camps,  which  spruit  was  we  find  last  year  infected  with  Typhoid,  and  thei 
proximity  of  the  waiter  furrow  to  the  Belfast  camp  account  for  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid 
fever  in  your  camp.  The  removal  of  the  tents  away  from  the  spruit  in  question  and 
the  clearance  made  in  the  Belfast  camp  has,  I  think,  had  a  beneficial  eflfect. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  m  your  camp  during  the  month  has  been: — 
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The  hospital  has  this  month  shown  very  ^ood  results,  the  number  admitted  this 
month  being  108.  These  with  52  remaining  in  hospital  from  last  month  (August)  make 
a  total  of  160  cases  imder  treatment  in  the  hospital  during  September;  52  cases  re- 
main still  under  treatment,  being  mostly  cases  of  enteric  fever.  A  good  many  doubt- 
ful cases  have  had  to  be  admitted  into  hospital  rather  than  leave  them  an  hour  longer 
than  necessar]^  in  their  tents  to  infect  the  neighbourhood;  some  of  these  are  sent  back 
to  tiieir  tents  in  a  few  days,  the  temperature,  diarrhoea,  &c.,  for  which  they  were  ad- 
mitted having  subsided,  but  the  majority  remain  as  enteric  declares  itself,  and  taken 
thus  earlv  do  well  and  give  us  the  good  results  we  are  able  to  show. 

As  illustrating  our  difficulties  and  to  show  how  valuable  is  a  trained  nurse  in  the 
camp,  I  may  cite  the  following: — Calling  casually  at  a  tent  in  the  Belfast  Camp  to 
enquire  where  a  sick  woman  lived,  a  mother  seized  her  sleeping  child  bv  the  ann 
ana  roughly  pulled  him  upon  his  legs ;  the  child  looked  ill,  and  tottered  and  fell  down 
again.  In  spite  of  the  mother's  protests  that  the  child  was  all  right  and  quite  well, 
on  some  indication,  I  examined  his  throat,  and  found  a  well  markedcase  of  diphtheria. 
The  child  was  isolated  in  hospital  within  an  hour,  and  was  injected  with  antitoxine 
serum ;  another  injection  was  given  with  marked  benefit,  and  the  tracheotomy  instru- 
ments it  was  thought  advisable  to  keep  near  by,  put  away.  Unfortunately  ike  child 
coughed  violently  and  suddenlv  during  the  n^ht,  a  quantity  of  loosened  membrane 
plugged  the  throat,  and  the  cnild  died  in  a  tew  minutes,  in  spite  of  assistance.  I 
feel  sure  that  this  child's  phvsique  would  have  seen  him  througn  this  disease  had  he 
come  under  treatment  two  aays  before,  but  we  had  no  nurse  available  for  this  camp 
at  this  time,  and  it  was  under  the  care  of  a  probationer  only.  The  "smelling  out" 
and  the  recognition  of  these  cases  is  the  work  of  the  charge  nurse,  and  can  only  be 
done  by  them. 

Tne  deaths  in  hospital  were  due  to  enteric  fever  in  eight  cases,  perforation  cany- 
mg  off  four  or  five  of  them,  haemorrhage  one,  and  exhaustion  two.  We  are,  in  future, 
forbidding  visitors  to  the  enteric  wards,  as  never  a  visiting  day  goes  by  but  two-thirds 
of  the  convalescents'  temperatures  rise  and  food  is  found  secreted  in  beds  by  the 
over  solicitous  friends.  The  remaining  deaths  in  hospital  were  due  to  pneumonia 
one,  dysentery  three,  diphtheria  one,  tuberculosis  one,  diarrhoea  and  marasmus  one, 
malaria  and  anaemda  one,  Bright's  disease  with  bed  sores  one,  schirrosis  of  liver  one, 
scalds  one. 

In  conclusion  I  hftT^  no  doubt  that  the  health  of  the  camp  will  improve  veiy  much, 
and  the  expenses  of  your  camp  lowered  in  proportion,  as  soon  as  ever  you  are  able 
to  move  it  away  from  its  present  situation,  reduced  to  the  dimensions  and  to  the 
excellent  system  you  propose. 

H.  A.  Spencer, 

Government  Medical  Officer. 
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Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

J.— MAFEKING. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Mafeking,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 
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R.  L.  McCowAT, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Monthly  Report. — September. 


Burgher  Camp,  Maf eking,  October  9,  1901. 
Food  Supply. — ^As  hitherto,  the  food  supply  for  the  month  has  continued  good, 
but  no  fresh  meat  has  been  available,  consequently  the  people  have  been  rationed 
on  tinned  meat,  according  to  the  scale  laid  down. 

Climate. — Like  the  two  previous  months,  the  weather  has  been  veiy  warm,  the 
winds  high,  and  which,  combmed  with  dust  storms,  has  made  the  condition  anything 
but  favourable  for  the  recovery  of  the  sick,  more  especially  that  of  children  who 
have  been  suffering  from  measles  with  pneumonia  or  bronchitis  supervening.  The 
weather  also  continues  dry,  with  as  yet  little  signs  of  rain. 

Deaths. — ^The  numMr  of  deaitns  for  the  month  is  as  follows,  viz.: — ^Men,  9; 
women,  23 ;  children,  123 ;  making  a  «total  of  155,  or  an  average  c^  5.16  per  day. 

It  wiU  be  observed  from  the  statistical  return  sent  for  the  month  that  101  of  the 
above  deaths  were  caused  by  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  supervening  measles. 

From  the  Medical  Officer's  report  it  will  also  be  seen  that  70  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths  that  have  occurred  have  been  among  the  people  in  the  B  tents,  and  who  were 
brought  here  from  Taunes  on  the  15th  Jidy  last  Many  of  these  people  were  any- 
thing but  clean  when  they  arrived,  and  not  only  were  they  brought  in  that  con- 
dition, but  landed  here  between  10  pjn.  and  1  a.m.  of  the  following  morning.    The 
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Mafb-        following  day  it  was  discovered  that  these  people  had  not  only  brought  measles, 

KING.  whooping  cough,  and  typhoid  fever  with  them,  but  many  other  ailments.    To  the 

introduction  of  these  people  to  the  camp  the  epidemic  of  measles,  &c.,  which  has 

been  raging  during  the  last  six  weeks  is,  I  consider,  due.     The  mortality  has  not  only 

greatly  increased,  but  become  almost  appalling. 

I  might  here  observe  that  since- the  o^ginning  of  July  410  men  have  voluntarily 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  consequently  greater  freedom  and  facilities  have  been 
given  to  such,  to  not  only  obtain  emplojrment  in  Mafeking,  but  elsewhere,  ajid  where 
no  objection  has  existed  men  and  families  have  been  allowed  to  leave  the  camp  for 
good,  and  live  where  such  has  been  obtained.  From  the  foregoing  it  is  evident  that 
the  men  consider  it  to  their  advantaige  to  become  British  suT)jects,  and  be  placed  in 
the  position  of  earning  an  honest  livmg  and  supporting  their  families. 

Hospital. — ^Further  improvements  have  been  made  since  my  last,  by  the  addition 
of  four  rooms  to  the  nurse's  quarters,  these  have  been  added  to  meet  the  increased 
number  of  nurses,  and  that  mav  still  be  required.  They  are  built  of  light  wood 
framing,  covered  with  canvas  and  lined  with  cheap  calico.  A  boiler  has  been  erected 
for  the  destruction  of  typhoid  stool,  as  also  one  for  the  disinfecting  of  hospital  linen. 

I  regret  to  report  that  nurse  Merry,  who  only  arrived  here  on  the  21st  August, 
has  been  laid  up  with  measles  since  the  27th  ultimo,  as  also  nurse  Gnaudie,  who  arrived 
on  the  same  date,  with  typhoid  since  the  12th  ultimo.  When  both  are  convalescent 
they  will  again  leave  for  the  coast,  especially  the  latter,  as  she  would  be  unfit  for  duty 
for  some  time  to  come. 

Clothing. — During  the  month  the  Camp  Matron  personally  visited  218  tents  and 
supplied  168  of  the  most  needy  families  with  material  for  making  civ.  tiling.  Many 
other  tents  were  visited  by  Refugee  women  helpers  for  her,  but  her  opinion  is  that 
though  they  visited  about  500  tents,  their  assistance  is  of  little  practical  value,  because 
on  the  one  hand  they  are  inclined  to  favour  their  own  particular  set  and  on  the  other 
they  are  not  trusted  by  their  own  people.  Many  of  the  women  are  badly  shod,  and 
to  these  34  pairs  of  veldtschoons  have  been  dealt  out. 

Two  women  for  cutting  out  material  for  people  are  required,  but  these  will,  no 
doufbt,  be  found  in  the  camp  among  the  more  intelligent  of  the  young  women. 

The  work  is  hard,  laborious,  and  requires  each  case  to  be  specially  considered 
The  present  difficulties  should  be  practically  removed  wihen  the  two  nurses  for  camp 
visiting  arrive,  as  they  wiU  attend  to  the  sick  only,  thus  leaving  tEe  above  free  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  clothing  in  itself. 

Wood  supply. — ^The  supply  for  the  month  has  continued  excellent,  and  I  hare 
pleasure  in  reporting  liiat  I  have  now  from  three  to  four  weeks  surplus  on  hand  to 
meet  contingencies. 

Orphans. — The  present  epidemic  has,  unfortunately,  cut  off  some  of  the  mothers 
here  as  well  as  the  children,  so  that  I  have  had  to,  in  some  cases,  place  the  children 
left  under  the  care  of  others  with  the  promise  of  a  small  monthly  payment.  I  how- 
ever do  not  consider  this  the  most  effective  way  of  dealing  with  them,  and  intend  to 
put  up  a  frame  hut  long  enough  for  the  purpose,  dividing  the  same  in  three,  and  havi^ 
one  end  for  boys,  the  other  for  girls,  and  the  centre  as  a  living.  This  I  would  put  in 
charge  of  one  woman  specially,  and.  hold  her  responsible  for  the  safety  and  cleanlinesB 
of  the  children;  failing  the  erection  of  the  above  I  wiU  utilize  bell  tents. 

Enclosed  herewith  I  send  you  the  Medical  Officer's  report  for  the  month. 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  L.  McCowAT, 

Superintendent 


Medical  Report. 

September. 

Burgher  Camp,  Mafeking. 

(Numbers  only  approximately  exact  owing  to  a  great  increase  of  sickness.) 

1.  Number  of  inhabitants.— Average  whites  5,300;  natives  300. 

2.  Of  these  were  attended— Ambulatory  (indoor)  cases,  2,500 ;  visited  (outdoor) 
2,700;  hospital  40;  all  of  whom  received  medicines,  nearly  all  milk,  many  of  Uiem 
medical  comforts  as  brandy,  tea,  maizena,  beef  tea,  &c. 
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3.  Sick. — ^Men  cases  120 ;  women  480 ;  children  under  12, 4,600  (of  these  about  30  Mafb- 
per  cent,  being  attended  indoors  and  outdoors  are  put  down  twice).  ^^^^• 

4.  Prevalent  IDiseases. — 

Influenza,  pneumonia  (without  measles)  cases      ...     120 

Typhoid  ... ...         52 

iFjrsentery         ... 68 

Measles  about ...  1,600 

(Measles  uncomplicated  and  mild,  about  300  severe ;  complicated  with  influenza 
whooping  cough  laryngitis,  pharyngit,  otilis,  enteric,  catarrhs  and  dysentery  about 
1,000  very  severe,  mostly  letal  as  complicated  with  pneumonia,  typhoid  were  126, 
absolutely  letal  complicated  with  meningitis  infant  epidemic  30  (many  more  in 
October).  Besides  those  were  prevalent  whooping  cough  (80),  chicken  pox  (20), 
malaria  (26),  and  any  amount  of  laryngit,  pharpgitis,  bronchitis  (limedust  and 
wind-storms  all  winter),  6  cases  of  erysipelas  (4  erysipelas  faciei  fatal). 

5.  The  death  rate. — ^Men  9;  women  23;  children  (under  12)  125;  total  157 
.  (included  2  Kaffir  children) .    The  death  rate  was  increasing  itova  week  to  week  nearly 

50  per  cent  and  reached  now  beginning  of  October  its  heignt,  owing  to  an  outbreak  of 
nieningitis,  epidem  infantum,  amongst  children-^ut  is,  as  I  hope,  going  to  begin 
to  decrease,  by  next  week  (to-day  is  the  .6th  of  October,  1901). . 

6.^  Death  rate  and  prevalent  diseases. — Typhoid  15;  dysentery  2;  measles 
(coinplicated)  75  (the  death  rate  of  those  stronger  in  October). 

Erysipelas  4. 
-     ^  •  Marasmus- ihachitis  18  (including  its  complications,  enteric,  dysentery,  bron- 
chitis). 

Other  diseases  8. 

General  remarks. — ^As  I  specified  in  my  last  report  (1st  of  September,  1901), 
the  epidemics  increased  very  much,  and  are  not  likely  to  decrease  before  next  month, 
as  about  200  more '  children  seem  doomed.  I  explained  to  you  last  time  how 
an  extremely  dirty  lot,  brought  in  with  measles,  whooping^  cough,  dysentery,  and 
enteric  fever,  infected  our  camp.    We  had  imfortimately  iust  3ien  influenza  and 

Jneumonia,  which  makes  a  very  bad  combination  with  measles  and  whooping  cough, 
n  this  manner  we  have  for  September  151  deaths,  against  43  during  June,  July,  and 
August,  nearly  half  of  those  43  having  died  of  pneumonia,  during  an  epidemic  of 
influenza,  which  swept  the  whole  camp.  The  death  rate  is  and  will  be  appalling 
amongst  children.  It  is  not  abnormal  amongst  grown  up  people,  of  those,  that  died, 
or  are  dying  nearly  70  per  cent,  fajl  to  that  lot,  brought  end  of  August  numbering 
about  1,200,  and  about  30  per  cent,  to  our  old  camp  numbering  about  4,000. 

Dr.  Morrow  arrived  from  Cape  Town  on  the  3rd  inst.,  and  immediately  put  him- 
self to  work  with  great  energy  and  zeal.  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  so  overworked  and 
exhausted,  that  I  must  stop  my  work  except  ^ving  all  over  to  Dr.  Morrow.  I  am  leav- 
ing on  the  11th  inst.,  I  should  have  asked  assistance,  but  as  you  replied  to  my  first  re- 
quest (20th  of  August)  that  other  larger  camps  have  only  one  doctor,  I  resented  it  as  a 
reproach  and  restrained  from  asking  more.  The  fact  is,  that  here  is  work  enough  for 
five  hardworking  doctors. 

F.  Kaufmann,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer. 


em,  October  6,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  your  camp  about  11  a.m.  on  the 
3rd  of  this  month,  and  spent  the  afternoon  of  that  day  in  making  a  general  inspection. 
Yesterday  and  to-day  I  visited  every  family  and  attended  every  serious  case  of  illness. 
I  also  inspected  the  camp  carefuUy,  and  now  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following 
report: — 

The  Camp. — The  position  of  the  camp  is  admirable,  and  the  excellent  sub-division 
into  blocks  for  the  vanous  families  prevents  overcrowding. 

Sanitation. — ^The  drainage  system  is  not  yet  complete,  but  so  far  as  it  has  been 
carried  out  is  very  suitable. 

Police  are  employed  to  prevent  the  deposit  of  rubbish  on  the  blocks,  but  those 
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Mafb-        whom  I  met  are  inferior  men,  and  h»ro  Htfle  kn^^  tie 

"»«•  ewtteta<rf  the  children  and  filtfliy  people  is  visible  everywhere,  while  ma^of  the'tcnt 
occajMntB  use  a  liquid  made  with  cow  manure  to  floor  their  tents. 

l!he  latrines  Screened  pits)  are  situated  at  a  proper  distance  from  the  teste,  and 
are  weU  supplied  witih  chloride  of  lime.  •^whwhi 

Referring  to  our  conversation,  I  quite  agree  with  you  tiiat  a  row  of  latrmes,  con- 
taining tubs  on  floors  impervious  to  moisture,  is  required  on  the  North  side  of  the 
camp,  and  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  male  s^c 

In  most  cases  the  occupants  of  the  bloc^  have  not  brooms  and  shareb,  whic£  is 
a  drawback. 

WaUr  Supply.— The  wells  are  covered  in  and  afford  an  ample  supply  of  water. 
Thou^  I  have  not  analysed  the  latter  it  seems  pure  enough  for  drmking. 

Food  Supply. — I  have  heard  only  two  or  three  complaints  about  the  rations.  In 
each  case  the  meait  was  complained  of.  This  may  be  oue  to  the  warm  wither  ^ow 
prevailing. 

Housing.— There  is  no  overcrowding,  though  families  having  two  tents  crowd 
into  one,  leaving  the  oth^  empty.  Those  who  have  marquees  and!^  frame  tenfo  are 
"WTj  comfortable. 

Bedding.— Neaxlj  all  have  good  bedsteads  and  bedding. 

Clothing. — ^Excepting  a  few,  all  are  more  decently  clad  than  v^faeii  on  their  f aans, 
this  reflects  credit  on  the  Camp  Matron. 

Disinfection. — ^This  needs  attention.  There  are  many  difficulties  in  caxtying  it 
out,  and  it  has  not  been  possible  to  disinfect  the  camp  frequently. 

Population. — ^The  number  of  whites  is  5,148,  and  the  natives  in  the  native  camp 
number  355. 

Health. — ^Hie  health  of  the  white  population  is  deplorable.  Over  2,000  xequiie 
careful  medical  attendance,  and  of  this  number  at  least  a  thousand  are  confined  to  bed. 
In  half  the  tents,  &c.,  I  found  cases  of  serious  illness.  There  is  a  severe  epid^nk  of 
Measles,  and  numerous  cases  of  other  illness  exist: 

The  causes  of  this  sad  state  are,  from  what  I  have  heard  and  seen,  due  to  the 
introduction  of  dirty  pec^le  into  the  camp  in  August,  and  the  filthy  conduct  of  most 
of  the  residents.  Were  it  not  for  your  block  system,  I  fear  the  mortality  would  have 
been  appalling. 

Of  those  whom  I  have  attended  many  will  npt  recover. 

The  native  camp,  being  cleaner,  is  aunost  free  &om  sickness. 

Mortality. — The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  informs  me  the  mortality  is,  at  present, 
very  high,  and  that  there  have  been  94  deaths  during  the  past  seven  ^ys. 

The  increased  death  rate  is  due  to  the  horrible  practice  of  closing  up  the  tents 
containing  cases  of  fever — ^these  wretehed  women  believe  fresh  air  is  fatal  to  anyone 
having  feverish  symptoms — and  to  the  want  d  proper  medical  attendance. 

Drugs. — ^The  stock  of  drugs  is  too  small  for  existing  circumstances.  Twenty-four 
gallons  <rf  useful  stock  mixtures  and  many  specially  prepared  bottles  are  required 
daily. 

Medical  Comforts. — The  supplv  has  been  equal  to  the  demand.  The  following 
has  been  the  regular  distribution  of  mdlk: — 

"  To  a  baby  under  one  year,  if  the  mother  have  insufficient  milk,  two  tins  eveiy 
ten  days. 

"  To  a  baby  under  one  year,  if  the  mother  have  no  milk,  two  tins  weddy. 

"  To  children  from  one  to  five  years,  two  tins  every  ten  days. 

"  To  persons  over  60  years,  two  tins  every  ten  days,  and  to  persons  who  are  de- 
bilitated, a  like  supply." 

Hospital — ^The  hospital  site  has  been  well  selected,  but  the  excreta,  &c.,  should 
be  destroyed,  otherwise  tney  are  very  liable  to  aflFect  the  creek.  I  am  pleased  to  note 
that  a  boiler  has  recently  been  erected  in  connection  with  this  matter.  The  hospital 
buildings,  unfortunately,  cannot  be  used  to  the  extent  desirable,  owing  to  there  being 
only  one  nurse^  the  Matron. . 
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Dispensary. — As  numerous  out-patients  are  treated  here  daily,  the  acoommoda-  Mapb- 
tion  is  too  small,  and  alterations  are  necessary  to  facilitate  prescribmg  and  dispensing.  ^^^- 

Visiting  the  Sick. — ^Recently  the  sick  have  received  few  visits.  In  a  camp  epi- 
demic each  family  should  be  visited  at  least  three  times  weekly  by  a  medical  man. 
The  weakness  of  the  Medical  Staff  does  not  permit  this,  consequently  hundreds  of 
serious  cases  visited  by  me  yesterday  and  to-day  have  had  no  visits  from  the  doctors. 

Hospital  Staff. — ^Miss  Tooth,  a  certificated  nurse,  is  Matron,  and  does  her  bestv 
but  ovring  to  her  two  trained  nurses  being  laid  up,  one  with  enteric  and  the  other 
with  a  severe  form  of  measles,  has  to  depend  on  JDutch  girls  for  assistance.  These 
girls  are  of  little  practical  value.  They  stand  in  the  doorways,  preventing  air  entering 
to  Uie  sick,  and  will  not  touch  stained  clothing.  When  asked  to  perform  any  un- 
pleasant duty  they  immediately  leave. 

Medical  Staff. — ^Previous  to  my  arrival  there  were  only  two  medical  men,  Kauf- 
mann,  in  charge,  and  Dr.  Limpert,  his  assistant.  The  former  has  laboured  very  hard, 
but  without  proper  assistance  has  been  unable  to  cope  with  the  situation.  The  latter 
knows  little  English,  and,  I  am  told,  less  Dutch.  He  is,  therefore,  unsuitable  for 
the  work.  With  this  weak  staflP  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  ^ick  have  not 
in  many  cases  received  proper  attention.  At  present  five  energetic  doctors  are  re- 
quired here,  and  seven  womd  have  their  hands  fuH,  for  it  is  most  trying  to  work  in 
the  foul-smeHing  tents  of  these  wretched  people. 

Requirements. — ^The  following,  in  my  opinion,  are  absolutely  needed,  and  at 
once : — 

Two  Camp  Matrons,  who  must  be  reliable,  energetic  women,  thoroughly  con- 
versant with  the  Dutch  language,  and  physically  fit  to  do  much  walking  about.  Their 
duties  should  be  purely  medical.     They  should  help  the  visiting  doctors. 

A  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  with  four  doctors  to  assist  him,  after  a  short  time, 
when  the  camp  becomes  more  healthy,  one  doctor  could  be  dispensed  with. 

,  Four  nurses,  properly  trained,  to  assist  the  Hospital  Matron. 

A  coloured  servant  for  the  nurses,  a  young  girl. 

Extra  boys  for  hospital  work. 

A  suitable  clerk  for  the  Medical  Officer. 

A  man  to  keep  the  patients  from  crowding  the  door  of  the  Dispensary  and 
superintend  the  hospital  boys,  look  after  the  marquees,  ropes,  and  do  oiher  useful 
work. 

A  supply  of  chamber  utensils  for  distribution  amon^  the  camp  tents,  as  it  is 
horrible  to  see  women  holding  sick  children  out  of  the  beds,  while  they  deposit  their 
excreta  on  the  tent  floors ;  also  sanitary  paper. 

A  suitable  cupboard  for  brandy,  &c. 

I  might  mention  many  other  requirements,  as  stone  filters  for  the  hospital,  but 
these  can  be  obtained  by  requisition. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  subject  of  midwifery  has  given  me 
much  food  for  reflection,  but  I  cannot  express  an  opmion  at  present  on  the  matter. 
The  introduction  of  a  trained  midwife  to  the  camp  might  be  a  faflure,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  notions  which  Dutch  mothers  hold,  for  they  msKke  any  woman  who  is  not 
an  eld  friend  during  their  illness.    On  the  otiier  hand,  it  might  be  a  success. 

I  have,  &c., 

R.  MoKROW,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

University  Dublin,  L.M.,  &c.. 

Medical  Assistant,  Burgher  Camp,  Maf  eldng. 
To  the  Superint^dent, 

Burgher  Camp, 

Mafeking. 
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Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

K.— NYLSTROOM. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Nylstboom,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

duXdren. 

Men. 

Women. 

CUIdnn. 

In  Camp,  September 

1,1901  ... 

218 

536 

721 

Arrivals 

...        *•• 

124 

185 

186      ■■ 

Births 

•*.       ... 

— 

— 

9      , 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

Ui 

721 

916 

Depart m*e8  ... 

8 

28 

38      ! 

Deaths 



2 

9 

43 

10 

S7 

Total:.. 

— 

— 

~ 

81 

In  Camp,  September 

30, 1901 ... 

— 

— 

i 

332 

684 

835 

Sick  in  Camp. 

Men. 

Women. 

ChOdnn. 

Week  ending  September  6, 1901 

•  ••                ». 

. 

...               ... 

9 

33 

56 

1                  »i 

13     „ 

...                •• 

... 

...               •*. 

3 

28 

39 

i>                  « 

20     „ 



. 

...               ... 

4 

30 

4S 

t»                          w 

27     „ 



. 



6 

26 

46 

Deaths. 

Men. 

Women. 

Cluldna. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year  ... 

,y       1  year  and  12  years  ... 

„     12  years  and  40    „ 

50     „      „    over 


Total 


4 

13 

26 


43 


Number 

OF  Deaths  under 

Heads  of 

Causes. 

Prematnre  Birth  and 

1 

Congenital 

2 

Gastro  Enteritis  and 

2 

Asthenia. 

Weakness. 

1               Exhaustion. 

Measlesand  Diarrhoea 

5 

Gastritis  and 

Convulsions. 

1 

DiarrhcBa   ... 

i 

4 

Diarrhoea  and 

5 

Malaria  and 

1 

■  Typho-malaria  and 

13 

Marasmus. 

Pneumonia. 

Cardiac  lUlure. 

Measles  and 

2 

Measles  and 

8 

Measles  and 

1 

Exhanstion. 

Pneumonia. 

Bronchitis. 

-. 

Pneumonia  and 

2 

Measles  and 

2 

Typho-malaria 

1 

Cardiac  failure. 

Cancrum  Oris. 

; 

Pneumonia  and 

1 

Malaria  and 

1  • 

j  Convulsions 

2 

Kidney  Disease. 

Exhaustion. 

R.  Duncan, 

Camp  SiiperintendoDt* 
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.  '  STROOH 

Sm,  Burgher  Camp,  Nylstroom,  October  1,  1901. 

For  the  past  jaaonth  I  have  to  report  the  following  items  of  interest. 

Health. — ^I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  general  health  of  the  camp  has  been  very 
much  better  than  that  of  the  previous  month ;  our  statistical  returns  showing  that  botn 
our  number  of  sick  in  camp  and  also  our  death  rate  has  come  down  by  more  than  half. 
This  improvement  in  one  month  is  most  gratifying. 

I  hope  that  by  continual  enforcement  of  sanitary  regulations,  the  jucBcious  issue 
of  medicd  comforts  and  milk  to  children,  and  to  the  aged,  that  I  shall  later  on  be  able 
to  report  a  still  further  improvement. 

Hospital.. — There  is  nolMng  special  to  rej>ort  re  hospital  this  month,  it  has  been 
ably  conducted  bv  the  matron,  Mrs.  Bolton,  Miss  Cassiday,  and  4  probationers,  imder 
the  supervision  of  Dr.  Percy  Green.  The  average  nmnber  of  patients  attended  during 
the  month  has  been  18. 

Camp. — Within  the  past  few  weeks  the  entire  camp  has  been  removed  to  a  more 
suitable  and  healthy  site,  which  is  already  having  a  beneficial  effect.  The  camp  now 
takes  the  form  of  a  square  block,  each  tent  being  exactlv  16  yards  from  pole  to  pole,  thus 
minimising  the  chances  of  fire  and  giving  good  open  thoroughfares  throughout.  Bake 
ovens  and  dust  bins  have  been  erected  and  are  still  in  course  of  erection  at  convenient 
distances  frona  tents;  all  on  the  outskirts  of  camp.  Foremen  have  been  placed  over 
different  sections,  their  duty  being  to  see  that  tents  are  kept  clean,  flaps  rolled  up 
every  morning,  &c.,  &c. 

Sanitan^y  arrangements. — Seven  large  latrines  have  been  erected  of  wood  and  iron 
at  suitable  (^stances  on  the  outskirts  of  camp.  These  are  attended  to  nightly  by 
burghers  and  natives.  A  sufl5cient  quantity  of  disinfectant  is  used,  and  the  use  of 
plenty  of  soap  and  water  answers  to  keep  these  places  clean  and  healthy. 

Education. — ^At  the  beginning  of  month  we  had  150  children  in  school,  and  we 
have  now  iust  on  300.  The  teachers,  Mr,  Stembei^n  and  3  otliers  (all  refugees) 
have  had  tneir  hands  full,  but  all  have  taken  great  interest  in  their  work,  and  nave 
done  all  that  could  be  expected  of  them  under  the  circumstances.  Unfortimately  we 
were  very  diort  of  school  material,  but  I  imderstand  that  this  will  be  remedied  shortly. 
From  a  wire  received  yesterday  I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  a  certificated  head  teacher 
may  be  expected  here  vnthin  a  day  or  two. 

Church. — Services  are  now  held  on  Sundays  by  a  Deacon  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  needless  to  say  it  is  very  well  attended.  Sunday  school  held  every  Sunday 
afternoon  is  attended  by  hundreds  of  children. 

Relief. — ^During  the  month  good  work  has  been  done  in  this  department.  We 
have  now  a  dressmaking  class  for  women  and  children,  under  the  care  of  a  Mrs.  de 
Jonge,  camp  matron.  In  the  said  period  we  have  turned  out  and  issued  800  articles  of 
clothing  (afi  hand  sewn)  such  as  dresses,  underclothing,  shirts,  pinafores,  hats,  &c., 
&c.  ^1  goods  received  for  free  issue  are  cut  up  and  sewn  on  the  premises  by  these  said 
women,  tnereby  saving  material  that  otherwise  might  be  wasted  and  at  the  same  time 
giving  employment  to  many  women. 

We  have  also  a  good  shoemaker  here,  who  has  imder  him  about  a  dozen  youngsters 
learning  the  trade.  Many  goods  pairs  of  boots  have  been  made  and  issued  during  the 
month,  so  far  we  have  only  given  relief  to  orphans,  sick,  convalescent  and  aged  people. 

I  might  mention  that  all  dressmaking,  lyioemaking,  &c.,  is  done  by  refugees  free  of 
charge.  . 

Poynton's  Store. — Trade  still  seems  to  be  improving  with  them,  their  cash  takings 
during  the  month  exceeded  £1,000. 

Woodcutting. — ^Forty-five  truck  loads  of  firewood  (several  being  double  trucks) 
have  been  despatched  to  other  camps  since  the  1st  instant.  In  addition  to  this  the 
necessary  wood  required  for  camp  use,  which  is  considerable,  seeing  thait  we  use  no 
coal  here.    Tlus  gives  employment  to  a  considerable  number  of  men  and  waggons. 

I  ^m,  &c., 

R.  Duncan, 

1  Superintendent. 

•General  Superintendent,  _ 

Pretoria.   !  ^ 
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Medical  Report,  Bubgher  Rbpugeb  Camp,  Ntlstroom,  September,  1901. 

Bui^her  Camp,  Nylstroam,  October  1, 1901. 

There  have  been  54  deaths  during  September,  45  children,  8  women  and  1  man. 
16  deaths  were  directly  due  to  Measles  and  15  deaths  were  due  to  Typho  Makria. 

The  Measles  has  now  quite  lelCt  the  camp,  but  fcept  up  its  virulence  to  the  very  end, 
as  the  last  family  to  get  it  lost  2  children  out  of  3.  Typho  Malaria,  which  has  caused 
IS  deaths,  has  now  also  disappeared.  This  dfeease  was  a  mixture  of  Enteric  and 
Malaria,  accompanied  by  extreme  oardiac  depression,  and  in  many  cases  great  deli- 
rium. Twenty  cases  were  treated  in  hospital  of  this  disease  with  a  mortality  d 
6  deaths.  The  camp  has  now  been  repitched,  and  the  whole  sanitary  system 
organised.  The  water  supply  has  also  improved  since  the  rain  has  &Jien.  This  caa^^ 
however,  wil\  ^ways  be  very  unhealthy,  as  the  inhabitants  ore  saturated  with  malaria 
poison,  aiid  the  condition  of  life  at  present,  and  surrounding  circumstances,  are  just 
the  conditions  to  brin^  out  the  poison.  We  had  one  case  of  Scarlatina  imported  from 
outside,  and  one  suspicious  case,  but  by  careful  isolation  no  f re^h  cases  have  occurred 
German  Measles  have  also  been  prevalent.  There  are  a  few  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough.  The  hospital  has  been  enlarged,  and  we  have  now  acctommodaition  for  30 
patients  in  the  general  wards,  as  well  as  a  ward  for  5  maternity  cases. 

The  total  number  treated  in  hospital  has  been  49  cases,  nearly  half  of  whidi 
were  Typho  Malaria.  The  total  number  of  deaths  in  hospital  was  9.  There  is  still 
a  grearti  prejudice  against,  and  great  difficulty  in,  getting  patients  to  come  into  hospital, 
under  compulsion.  .  The  prejudice  is,  however,  giving  way,  in  fact  during  the  last  few 
days  I  have  had  two  appudartions  for  admittance  into  hospiital  Everything  has  been 
provided  for  the  hospital,  and  also  Medical  Comforts  for  the  sick  in  camp,  in  fact  I  do 
not  know  what  more  could  have  been  done  that  was  not  done.  We  have  two  trained 
nurses  in  hospital,  one  on  day  duty  aiid  the  other  on  night  duty.  The  one  who  is 
Matron,  Mrs.  Bolton,  was  domg,  for  two  months,  day  and  nigbt  duty,  and  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  conscientious  manner  in  Which  she  did  her  work. 

Six  probationers  from  the  camp  assist  in  the  nursing,  and  are  gradually  getting 
to  be  of  some  use.  The  camp  Matron,  Mrs.  de  Jonge,  is  doing  very  good  woik  n 
making  the  people  keep  their  tents  clean,  and  also  by  starting  classes^  &c.,  for  needle- 
work.   The  general  health  and  cleaaoliness  of  the  camp  is  much  better  than  last  month. 

Percy  A.  Green, 

Medical  Officer. 
October  2,  1901. 
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Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

L.— PIETERSBURG. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Pietersburg,  Month  ending 

30th  September,  1901. 


Hen. 

Women. 

Childien. 

Men. 

Women. 

Chndnn. 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901 ... 

995 

l;251 

1,467 

Arriyals      ...        •••        ••• 

27 

38 

82 

BiHhs         ...^ 

— 

..  ~    . 

12 

Tdtal 

— 

.- — 

— 

1,022 

1,289 

1,541 

DepartnreB... 

75 

39 

40 

.-  DoSttliB        •• ••• 

5 

15 

66 

io 

94 

Total         

— 

-- 

— 

lOS 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901... 

.  _  ^... .._ 

-  -— - 

942 

1,235 

1,43$ 
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Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 


Women. 


Week  ending  September  6,  1901 

»>  >»  l**      n 


90 
83 
81 
78 


118 
137 
121 
135 


ChndMO. 


192 
202 
171 
153 


Deaths. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

••.       ...        •••        ... 

— 

— 

4 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    

— 

— 

19 

„       I  year  and  12  years     

— 

— 

43 

„     12  years  and  40    „       

• 

4 

12 

— 

>»     40    „        „    50    „       

— 

— 

— 

50    „        „    over 

1 

3 

— 

Total 

5 

15 

66 

Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles — Debility  ... 
,y  Bronchitis 

„  Croup 

Diarrhoea 

Measles — Pneumonia 

Group 

Convulsions 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 


1 

7 
1 

19 
3 

1 

1 

26 


Anaemia      

Malnutrition 

Dentition 

Congenital  Debility 

Meningitis 

Unknown  ... 

Pertussis — Cancrum 
oris 
Marasmus  ... 


1 
2 


Intestinal  Obstruc- 
tion 
Heart  Disease — 

Aporatonomy 
Heart  Disease — 

Exhaustion 
Malaria — Pneumonia 

„         Diarrhoea 

„         Debility 


Marasmus 
Parturition 


1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 


J.  E.  Tucker, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Monthly  Bepobt,  September. 


Buigher  Camp,  Pietersbuig,  Sejptember  30,  1901. 
This  camp  consists  of  the  foUoYnng  accommodation : — 

9  E.P.  tents. 
50  laige  marquees. 
29  medium-sized  marquees. 
710  bell  tents,  and 
8  canvas  shelters. 
The  general  behaviour  of  the  inmates  is  very  good,  and  they  are  mostly  satisfied 
with  their  treatment.    50  men  left  camp  this  month  to  join  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment at  Nylstroom. 

Water. — ^The  water  supply  is  good  and  plentiful  Recent  rains  have  flooded  the 
river  and  cleaned  it.  Twenty-four  wagon  loads  are  delivered  daily  into  tanks  for 
cooking  aaid  drinking  purposes.    All  washing  is  done  at  the  river,  below  the  camp. 
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PiBTEas-  FvsL — Coal  is  supplied  regularly  from  the  Tyne  Valley  CoUiery,  and  is  distri- 

BURG.         buted,  witli  a  little  wood,  to  all  inmates.    The  wood,  fe  fetehed  weekly  by  Burgher 
-wagons  from  a  distance  of  15  miles. 

-  Sanitary. — ^The  sanitary  work  is  carefully  attended  to.  There  are  now  20  lat- 
rines, which  are  cleaned  twice  daily  and  disir^ted.  Fresh  river  sand  is  spread  on 
the  floors  periodically,  to  absorb  all  moisture;  The  night  soil  is  carted  away  some 
distance,  in  casks  on  wagons,  and  buried.  Sweepings  from  tents,  and  ashes,  are 
carted  away  twice  daily,  and  deposited  some  distance  from  camp. 

Food. — The  food  supply  has  been  good.  All  animals  are  carefully  examined 
before  killing,  and  if  any  of  them  appear  to  be  unhealthy,  they  are  sent  to  the  sick 
cattle  camp,  and  only  healthy  animals  are  slaughtered.  The  carcases  are  again  ex- 
amined after  killing,  and  should  they  prove  unhealthy  are  immediately  buried. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  accommodation  consists  of  five  E.P.  tents,  one  marcjuee, 
and  two  bell  tents,  the  whole  being  enclosed  by  a  wire  fence.  The  hospital  is  in 
charge  of  the  Matron,  Miss  Webb,  assisted  by  Nurse  Pomeroy,  five  probationers,  two 
male  refugees,  and  two  coloured  boys.  There  are  25  beds  in  use.  Soup  is  prepared 
daily,  and  distributed  to  invalids  and  weak  people  requiring  nourishment. 

Camp  Stewardess. — ^The  Camp  Stewardess  attends  to  all  outside  nursing,  issues 
medical  comforts  on  Medical  Officer's  •order,  and  distributes  clothing  to  indigents. 
The  camp  is  divided  into  12  sections,  and  a  line  nurse  is  appointed  from  among  the 
refugees  for  each  section.  It  is  the  line  nurse's  duty  to  visit  each  tenjt  daily,  enforce 
cleanliness,  and  report  sickness  to  the  Camp  Stewardess,  who,  in  turn,  reports  to 
the  Medical  Officer.  In  cases  where  whole  families  are  sick  the  Camp  Stewardess 
appoints  a  competent  person  to  attend  on  them  tUl  they  recover.  All  clothing  is  in 
custody  of  the  Camp  Stewardess,  and  is  issued  by  her  after  personally  investigating 
the  circumstances  of  the  applicants.  Large  supplies  of  material  and  clothing  have 
been  received  from  this  Department,  and  from  the  Netherlands  Eelief  Committee. 
The  following  goods  have  been  distributed  during  the  month: — 69  petticoats,  1,258 
yards  dress  material,  182  vards  serge,  232^  yards  cashmere,  1,338  yards  flannelette, 
726  yards  print,  188  boys  suits,  140  pairs  boots,  30  blankets,  838  yards  calico,  18 
mattresses,  13  flannelette  shirts,  17  yards  moleskin,  eight  children's  vests,  four  pairs 
socks,  three  pairs  mittens,  17  shawls,  four  under  skirts,  six  pairs  corsets,  three  cloaks^ 
six  gowns,  one  jacket,  30  yards  galatea,  20  dozen  buttons,  72  reels  cotton. 

Dispenser. — The  Dispenser  attends  to  the  Medical  Officer's  prescriptions,  and 
mixes  the  milk  for  distribution  to  children  and  invalids  who  have  orders  for  it. 

Treatment  of  the  Sick. — The  Medical  Officer  attends  at  his  surgery  every  morn- 
ing, examines  patients,  takes  messages,  and  receives  the  report  of  the  Camp  Stewardess. 
The  rest  of  his  day  is  spent  in  visiting  sick  in  tents  and  at  the  hospital.  As  a  rule 
the  people  prefer  remaining  in  their  own  tents  to  going  to  hospital,  but  when  the 
Medical  Officer  advises  it,  they  are  sent  to  hospital. 

Local  Committees. — There  are  no  Local  Committees  visiting  in  this  camp. 

Medical  Comforts. — These  consist  of  pearl  barley,  maizena,  milk,  meat  extracts, 
brandy,  port  wine,  arrowroot,  butter,  jam,  tea,  cornflour,  Quaker  oats,  cocoa,  &c.,  and 
are  only  issued  on  the  order  of  the  Medical  Officer.  Candles  are  issued  in  the  same 
way  in  cases  of  sickness. 

Blankets. — ^Numbers  of  blankets  have  been  issued  to  people,  who  arrived  here 
practically  without  bedding. 

Public  Worship. — The  Rev.  Mr.  Kriel  having  left,  public  worship  is  conducted 
by  Mr.  Schoeman  for  the  refugees,  and  by  Mr.  Pienaar  for  the  coloured  people. 

School. — The  school  has  increased  to  400  scholars,  and  many  more  are  ready 
to  attend  as  soon  as  desks  and  seats  can  be  made.  The  school  has  been  enlarged  and 
developed  rapidlv  by  the  energy  of  Mr.  O'Malley,  of  the  Education  Department, 
assisted  latterly  by  the  Head  Master,  Mr.  Fairhurst. 

Poynton  Bros. — ^Messrs.  Poynton  Bros/  store  continues  to  be  well  patronized,  and 
their  goods  are  purchased  as  fast  as  they  can  get  them  in.  The  goods  most  sought 
after  are  clothing  and  luxuries. 
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Coloured  Burghers,-  -Commandant  Buijs  and  party  are  camped  near  the  main  Pibters- 
camp-,  and  behave  themselves  very  well.  burg. 

Deaths. — The  death  rate  has  diminished  considerably.  The  nimiber  of  deaths 
has  been  five  men,  15  women,  66  children,  and  one  coloured  man.  The  measles  have 
almost  left  the  camp,  but  after  complications,  and  pneumonia,  have  caused  a  good 
many  deaths.    The  Medical  Ofl&cer's  report  attached  deals  fully  with  this  subject. 

Births. — ^There  have  been  thirteen  births  in  camp  during  the  month,  twelve  white 
and  one  coloured. 

Concealment  of  Birth. — ^A  case  of  concealment  of  birth  occurred  in  camp,  and 
the  people  concerned  were  put  under  arrest.  A  court  of  enquiry  has  since  been  held, 
under  me  presidency  of  Colonel  Scott,  Commandant  of  Pietersburg. 

Desertion. — There  have  been  no  cases  of  desertion  from  this  camp. 

Marriages. — ^Three  marriages  were  solemnized  in  camp  during  the  month. 

Registration. — ^The  registration  of  births  and  deaths  is  done  in  this  Ofl&ce  in  the 
absence  of  a  Magistrate. 

Garden. — ^The  garden  is  being  worked  and  vegetable  seeds  sown  for  the  benefit 
of  the  camp. 

Industries. — ^A  Burgher,  who  is  a  blacksmith,  has  started  a  forge  in  camp,  and 
repairs  wagons,  &c.  Another  is  preparing  leather  for  making  boots.  He  gets  the 
bark  of  a  tree  for  tanning  purposes,  wnere  5ie  wagons  go  to  fetSi  wood.  Lime  is  also 
being  prepared  fiom  stone  quarried  near  camp  by  a  Burgher.  Many  people  have  made 
stoves  out  of  old  pieces  of  corrugated  iron,  for  burning  coal,  thereby  economizing  the 
consumption  of  fuel,  and  insuring  their  ability  to  have  a  fire  in  rainy  w  eather.  A  good 
many  have  made  brick  ovens  for  baking  bread,  and  these  are  used  by  several  families 
in  turn.  One  man  makes  studs,  brooches,  and  ornaments  from  horn,  and  polishes 
them  beautifully. 

Military  Authorities. — Thanks  are  due  to  the  Ofl&cer  Commanding,  the  Com- 
mandant, and  the  Assistant  Provost  Marshal  here,  for  kind  assistance  given,  and 
interest  taken  in  the  welfare  of  this  camp. 

Staff. — ^The  staflf  continue  to  do  their  work  satisfactorily,  and  they  are  all  zealous 
for  the  welfare  of  the  camp. 

Tours,  &c., 

J.  E.  Tucker, 

Superintendent. 


MoNTm^Y  Medical  Report. — September. 


Burgher  Camp,  Pietersbui^,  September  30,  1901. 

Climate. — The  weather  during  the  past  month  has  been  variable,  rather  cold  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  month,  until  about  the  20th,  when  we  had,  for  a  week  oflf  and 
on,  heavy  rains.  Since  then  the  air  has  been  milder  and  warmer,  and  the  health 
of  the  camp  better. 

Diseases  affecting  the  Camp. 

Malaria. — This  has  practically  disappeared  from  camp,  save  in  a  few  recent 
arrivals,  and  the  deaths  recorded  as  irom  malaria,  as  a  primary  cause,  were  old  standing 
cases,  debilitated  therefrom. 

Measles. — ^The  epidemic  of  measles  has  practically  subsided.  A  few  fresh  cases 
occurred,  and  the  deaths  recorded  were  those  who  had  recovered  from  the  primary 
attack,  and  died  afterwards  from  the  sequelae,  generally  chronic  diarrhoea  and 
marasmus. 
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Diarrhoea. — Diarrhoea,  as  a  sequelae  of  measles,  was  very  common,  but  inde- 
pendent of  that,  as  a  primary  disease  it  was  common,  due,  I  believe,  to  the  feeding,  and 
probably  corresponding  to  what  we  have  at  home  as  "  summer  diarrhoea."  Feeding, 
iiowever,  I  believe,  was  the  strongest  factor  in  its  causation,  and  as  I  have  pointed 
out  in  my  former  reports,  it  is  practically  impossible  to  get  one's  instructions  carried 
out. 

Pneumonia  and  Chest  Affections. — ^In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  that  pneu- 
monia was  prevalent,  and  that  I  was  of  opinion  it  was  of  an  epidemic  character.  It 
continued  for  a  week  or  so  of  present  month,  but  at  present  the  cases  are  few,  and 
I  have  hopes  that  tlie  heavy  rains  we  had  were  the  means  of  checking  this  disease 
by  laying  the  dust  of  the  camp,  and  purifying  the  air.  During  the  latter  week  of  the 
month'  we  have  had  really  no  particular  predominant  diseases.  Some  few  cases  of 
chicken  pox  occurred,  and  the  case  of  death  from  whooping  cough  was  in  a  eMd 
who  had  the  disease  in  Irene,  and  who  came  here  debilitated  by  the  disease,  and 
cancrum  oris  followed. 

The  water  supply  remains  good,  and  the  sanitary  work  is  carried  out  satis- 
factorily. 

Statistics  of  births,  deaths,  &c.,  have  been  forwarded. 

Yours,  &c., 

Daniel  Henderson, 

Medical  Ofl&cer, 

Burgher  Camp. 
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Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

M.— POTCHEFSTROOM. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Potchefstboom,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 


Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Chfldiea 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901  ... 

Arrivals      

Births          

1,141 
79 

2,712 
220 

3,502 
309 

10 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

1,220 
41 

2,932 
130 

3,821 

DepartnreB 

Deaths         

35 
6 

115 
15 

131 

73 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

m 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901  ... 

1,179 

2,802 

3,617 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Week  ending  September  6, 1901 

M  »  13        n 

n  20      „ 


Men. 


10 
4 
4 
5 


Women. 


38 
39 
30 
43 


Childrw. 


71 

87 
70 
73 
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9.1. 
Deaths. 


• 

Men. 

Women. 

ChUdieu. 

Under  1  month     

Between  1  month  and  1  year 
„  1  year  and  12  years 
„     12  years  and  40    „ 

»     ^     >»      »»     *^^    »» 
50     „      „     over 

•         •••         •••         •••         ••• 

5 

1 

12 
3 

4 
13 
56 

Total 

6 

15                73 

1 

Number  of  Deaths  under 

Heads  op  Causes. 

Measles         ...        .:. 

45 

Enteric       

10 

Fever          

5 

Diarrhoea      

6 

Syncopa  Cardiac  ... 

2 

Sore  Throat 

1 

Dysentery 

2 

Typhlitis 

1 

Convulsions 

8 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Gastric  Enteric 

8 
3 

Still-born 

Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

Bright*s  Disease    ... 

1 

J.  Swart, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


POTOHEF- 
STROOM. 


Burgher  Camp  Department,  Potghefstroom. 

Monthly  General  Report. — September. 

There  is  very  little  of  fresh  interest  to  record  for  the  past  month.  The  general 
work  'has  been  well  carried  out,  and  all  members  of  the  staff  and  employees  from 
among  the  Refugees  have  done  their  best  to  make  things  as  pleasant  as  possible  for 
the  inmates  of  i^e  camp.  The  conditions  of  camp  life  have  considerably  improved 
since  the  advent  of  the  warm  weather,  and  though  sickness  has  increased,  this  exist;S 
principially  among  those  Refugees  v^ho  have  been  lately  brought  in  by  various  columns 
operating  in  the  district.  These  people  are  suffering  chiefly  from  Measles,  which,  up 
to  the  present,  however,  has  hot  proved  itself  to  be  of  a  very  serious  type. 

Buildings. — ^A  new  store  room  and  office  are  in  course  of  erection,  and  the  brick- 
makers  are  busily  employed  in  making  bricks  for  this  purpose,  and  also  for  making 
ovens  and  low  walls  round  the  inside  of  tents  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  them  dry 
during  the  heavy  rains.  A  new  schoolroom  is  also  being  built,  the  accommodation 
provided  by  the  present  building  being  quite  inadequate. 

Hospital. — ^The  hospital  continues  doing  good  work,  and  there  is  mnch  less  dis- 
inclination on  the  part  of  Refugees  to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  this  institu- 
tion than  was  formerly  the  case.  The  hospital  staff  is  a  verv  efficient  one,  but  owing 
to  the  epidemic  of  Measles,  it  has  been  necessary  to  ask  for  additional  two  nurses,  who; 
I  imderstand,  are  now  on  the  road. 

Camp  Matron. — ^This  lady  arrived  early  in  liie  month,  and  has  been  very  busy 
enqmring  into  the  needs  as  regards  clothing.  She  has  akeady  found  it  necessary  to 
issue  orders  for  a  large  quantity  of  clothing,  aaid  has  brought  many  cases  of  sickness 
to  the  notice  of  our  Medical  Officer.  She  is  assisted  by  a  staff  of  young  girls  chosen 
from  among  the  Refugees,  but  though  domg  a  great  deal  of  good  they  do  not  seem 
able  to  act  impartially,  being  inclined  to  favour  their  own  friends  at  the  expense 
of  others. 

Schools.— A  school  for  beginners  has  been  started,  and  is  proving  a  great  success, 
the  children  evincdng  a  great  desire  to  learn.    It  is  most  gratifying  to  notice  the 
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eagerness  with  which  they  attend  school,  and   the  improvement  in  their  peisonai 
appearance  is  most  noticea:ble,  every  child  being  clean  and  tidy. 

Departures. — On  the  i7th  of  September  the  first  train-load  of  255  souls  was 
dispatched  to  Natal.  They  went  away  very  quietly,  no  feeling  being  shown,  and 
most  of  them  came  up  to  wish  the  officials  gCKxlbye,  several  even  expressing  their 
thanks  for  what  had  been  done  for  them  in  fthe  past.  Thanks  are  due  to  tlie  miUtaiy, 
who  kindly  came  forward  with  the  help  of  transport,  so  that  the  people  were  removed 
from  camp  and  entrained  in  about  three  hours. 

Hew  Arrivals. — During  the  month  608  persons  were  brought  into  camp.  A 
nxunber  of  people  were  also  removed  into  camp  from  the  town.  It  was  our  intention 
to  'have  all  ration-drawing  Refugees  reside  in  the  camp,  but  unfortunately  there  is  a 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  tents — those  which  were  sent  up  from  Natal  having 
proved  too  weather-worn  to  be  of  any  use. 

Food  Suffly. — The  food  supply  has  been  very  good,  meat  excepted.  This  has 
been  very  poor,  and  tinned  meat  has  been  suppUed  in  place  of  fresh  mutton. 
The  camp  gardens  axe  now  yielding  good  crops,  and  it  has  been  possible 
to  issue  several  rations  of  vegetables  to  all  the  inmates  of  the  camp.  This, 
in  addition  to  the  hospital  and  soup  kitchen,  which  are  daily  supplied.  About 
68  bags  of  potatoes  have  been  planted,  and  these  have  now  sprouted  and 
are  doing  well.  I  am  hoping  to  have  a  good  return  from  this  garden.  In  addition 
to  the  vegetables,  for  the  last  three  months  nearly  all  the  fodder  for  the  transport 
animals  has  also  been  grown  in  these  gardens.  So  I  liunk  we  have  cause  for  con- 
gratulation at  the  success  of  this  venture.  On  the  2ftth  and  30th  of  the  month  under 
review,  Inspector  N.  J.  Scholtz  visited  the  camp,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  latter  day, 
the  ladies  of  the  Concentration  Camps  Oommissdon  arrived,  and  I  trust  were  satisfied 
with  the  general  arrangements  of  the  camps. 

J.  Swart, 

Superintendent. 
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Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

N.— STANDERTON. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  C^^mp,  Standerton,  Month  ending 

September  30,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp  September  1,  1901  ... 

Arrivals      

Births         

622 
54 

1,215 
93 

1,460 

111 

12 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

676 
29 

1,308 
192 

1,583 

Departures 

Deaths        

23 

6 

177 
15 

193 
104 

Total          

— 

— 

— 

297 

In  Camp  September  30, 1901... 

647 

l.llfi 

1,2«6 

Sick  in  Camp. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending  September  6, 1901         

tf                    »>          lo     „              ...         ...         ...         ••• 

f>                                  H                 ^^       99                        •••               •••               •••               •••               ••• 

99                                   9,                  4>i        ,y                        •••               •••               •••               •••               ••• 

2 
2 
I 

7 
5 
5 
5 

5 
21 
23 
21 
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93 
Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

ChUdren. 

Under  1  month 

...        ...        ...        ... 

— 

— 

6 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    ... 



— 

— 

13 

„       1  year  and  12  years  .. 

— 

— 

85 

„     12  years  and  40      „      ... 

..        »•.        ...        ...        ••• 

5 

14 

— 

„     40          „        50      „     ... 



— 

1 

— 

50          „        over 

..        ...        ...        ...        ••• 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

15 

101 

Standbr- 

TON. 


NUMBBB  OP  DBATHS  UNDER  HEADS  OP  CAUSES. 


Measles        

81 

Enteric       

5 

Heart  Disease 

_ 

Diarrhoea      

2 

Whooping  Cough ... 

11 

Intermittent    Fever 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

Influenza 

Couvalsions 

5 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis. 

11 

Marasmus 

Hoemorrhage 

2 

1 

Senile  Decay 
Laryngitis 

J 
4 

Frank  Winfield, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Sir, 

I  be^g  now  to  hand  you  nry  report  on  this  Camp  for  the  month  of  September. 

Arrangements  for  treatment  of  Sick. — The  new  Hospital  Buildings  are  all  but  com- 
pleted, and  some  of  the  Marquees  for  the  accommodation  of  sick  people  have  been  pitched 
•on  the  new  hospital  area. 

I  hope  that  by  the  end  of  the  present  week  the  entire  hospital  and  equipment  will 
have  been  removed  to  the  new  site,  of  which  I  made  mention  in  my  former  report.  The 
Committ:ees  for  visiting  the  sick  in  their  tents  are  doing  their  work  as  usual,  and  are 
much  assisted  by  the  Camp  Matron  and  her  staff.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  a  very  large 
increase  in  the  sickness,  which  is  principally  measles,  epidemic,  and  which  has  caused 
many  deaths  among  our  infantile  population. 

Hospital  Staff. — The  Hospital  Staff  now  consists  of  Dr.  Pearce,  Dr.  Howard,  the 
two  resident  M.O.'s,  the  Matron,  Mrs.  Barratt,  the  Dispenser,  Mr.  Watkins,  and  about 
fifteen  girl  probationers,  and  some  natives.  An  Assistant  Dispenser  is  expected  to  arrive 
shortly  to  help  Mr.  Watkinsj  as  under  the  present  conditions  the  work  is  more  than  one 
Dispenser  can  do. 

Medical  Comforts. — The  usual  medical  comforts  have  been  issued  during  the  month 
AS  recommended  by  the  M.  0.,  and  without  stint ;  these  chiefly  consisted  of  milk,  meat 
extract,  brandy,  wine,  arrowroot,  biscuits,  butter,  cornflower,  cocoa,  macaroni,  oatmeal, 
patent  barley,  rice,  tea,  Benger's  food,  sago,  tapioca  Quaker  oats,  flavouring  eisence,  &c. 

A  large  consignment  of  medical  comforts,  clothing,  &c.,  has  been  advised  as  coming 
forward  from  the  KeUef  Committee,  Cape  Town,  and  which  will  be  distributed  immed- 
iately upon  arrival. 

A  special  daily  issue  of  about  300  tins  of  condensed  milk  is  still  being  made,  whereby 
•all  young  children,  old  and  sickly  people,  are  receiving  a  continuous  supply  of  milk. 

Facilities  for  Public  Worship. — As  our  camp  Chaplain  has  not  yet  arrived  here,  the 
spiritual  work  is  still  being  carried  on  by  the  Rev.  Theunissen  assisted  by  several  Deacons, 
^nd  Bible  readers.     The  services  are  still  being  held  in  the  open  air  and  are  exceptionally 
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8TANDBR-   well  attended.     The  Rev.  Theunissen  has  the  use  of  the  school  marquees  at  his  disposal^ 
^^^'    .  ^      in  case  the  weather  should  be  inclement. 

Distribtition  of  Clothing^  Blankets^  (Sfc. — There  has  been  distributed  by  the  Camp 
Matron,  where  it  has  been  found  needful,  boots,  cooking  pots,  and  some  crockery,  &c., 
have  b^n  issued  where  necessary.  The  Camp  Matron  and  her  staff  (of  6  refugee  women) 
visit  tents  which  are  divided  into  sections,  daily,  by  which  means,  no  single  case  of  sick- 
ness or  destitution  can  be  overlooked. 

Condition  of  people  arriving. — The  condition  of  refugees  who  arrived  during  the 
monthj  was  very  poor,  some  of  them  being  very  poorly  clad.  These  received  immediate 
relief  of  clothing,  and  for  which  they  seemed  thankful. 

School  accommodation.-- Th^  school  accommodation  is  the  same  as  when  I  last 
reported.  In  consequence  of  the  severity  of  the  Measles  Epidemic  in  camp,  the  school 
attendance  during  the  month  has  not  been  good,  but  I  hope,  however,  that  tlie  condition 
may  ere  long  improve,  and  that  this  measles  sickness  will  shortly  wear  itself  out.  The 
headmaster  of  the  school  has  been  requested  to  furnish  you  with  his  monthly  report 
as  usual. 

Sanitary  arrangements. — These  are  still  under  the  charge  of  a  refugee  overseer,  who 
is  assisted  by  a  staff  of  refugees  and  a  gang  of  natives.  Every  precaution  is  being  taken 
to  make  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  as  perfect  as  possible,  and  the  sanitary  rulea 
of  the  camp  are  enforced  without  exception.     Disinfectants  are  freely  used. 

Transport. — As  I  reported  last  month,  our  transport  service  is  still  weak,  owing  to 
the  poor  condition  of  the  transport  animals.  I  hope,  -however,  as  the  grass  grows  the 
condition  of  the  animals  will  improve.  The  span  of  mules  1  received  from  the  local 
transport  company  had  to  be  returned,  but  was  replaced  by  ponies,  one  of  which  died 
shortly  after  arrival  here,  but  another  has  been  received  in  its  place. 

Accommodation. — There  is  ample  accommodation  for  the  refugees  in  this  camp,  but 
we  have  no  more  spare  tents  on  hand,  as  the  people  have  been  given  larger  dwelling 
space.  Where  one  family  occupied  one  tent  only,  they  have  now  been  in  many  cases 
allotted  two,  in  view  of  the  approaching  summer  weather. 

Camp  extension. — It  has  been  decided  to  extend  the  camp  in  a  south-easterly 
direction,  on  to  the  slope  lying  between  the  Railway  and  the  Vaal  River.  This  new 
piece  of  ground  is  about  six  hundred  yards  square,  and  is  being  enclosed  by  a  double 
barbed  wire  fence  and  entanglement  between.  My  object  is  to  remove  all  the  tents  in  the 
old  camp,  if  possible,  on  to  this  new  area,  and  I  think  thereby  that  the  health  of  this 
section  of  the  camp  will  be  much  improved.  I  have  noticed  that  sickness  is  more 
prevalent  in  the  old  camp  than  in  the  new,  and  it  will  undoubtedly  be  beneficial  to  give 
the  ground  that  has  so  many  months  been  occupied  a  rest. 

Stores. — The  supply  of  stores  arriving  during  the  month  has  been  abundant,  and 
the  quality  of  stock  received  has  been  of  the  best,  with  one  exception,  which  has  been 
reported  to  you  and  adjusted. 

Fuel. — The  supplies  of  coal  and  firewood,  coming  forward  during  the  mouth,  have 
been  ample,  and  the  quality  good.  The  fine  coal  which  in  one  instance  was  sent  to  this 
camp,  and  about  which  I  wrote  to  you,  has  not  been  repeated. 

Water. — This  is  still  being  boiled  for  drinking  purposes  in  the  large  tanks  erected 
for  that  purpose,  of  which  there  are  two  placed  over  furnaces,  and  other  two  are  used  for 
running  the  boiled  water  into  to  cool. 

Climate. — The  weather  during  the  month  has  been  somewhat  trying,  dust  stonnfl 
having  been  prevalent.     Very  little  rain  has  fallen  during  the  month. 

Buildings. — The  new  buildings  (packing  store,  oflSces,  and  dispensary)  are  well  on 
the  way  of  erection,  and  it  will  not  take  more  than  about  two  weeks  to  complete  them, 
provided  that  all  the  timber  arrives  in  time.  When  the  new  packing  store  is  completed, 
the  present  work  of  our  Transport  Department  will  be  considerably  lessened.  The 
distance  that  supplies  have  to  be  carried  will  be  much  shorter  than  at  present. 
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In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  make  mention  of  the  assistance  I  have  generally  received  StaijjdIbr- 
hoth  from  the  Military  and  Civil  Authorities  here.  t^^-  * 

I  have,  &c., 

Frank  Winfield, 

Acting  Superintendent, 
The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps,  Pretoria. 


Standerton,  October  14,  1901. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  much  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  the  following  brief  report  regarding  the 
local  Refugee  School  for  the  month  of  September  last. 

(a)  The  greatest  number  of  children  on  the  books  was  580,  but  the  average 
attendance  only  343. 

(b)  This  is  a  great  decrease  on  the  number  for  the  previous  month  ;  various  causes 
have,  however,  brought  about  this  decrease,  as  (1)  the  departure  of  a  fair  number  of 
pupils  with  their  parents  to  other  camps  ;  (2)  the  epidemic  of  measles  which  has  made 
its  influence  felt  also  on  the  school.  I  feel  confident  that  when  a  better  state  of  health 
again  prevails  a  liberal  use  will  be  made  of  the  opportunity  to  get  educated  under  the 
fevourable  circumstances  offered  the  community. 

(c)  The  staff  of  teachers  numbers  10.  All  are  willing  and  energetic,  the  only 
drawback  being  that  out  of  this  total  only  two  are  certificated. 

(d)  A  detailed  report  has  been  sent  to  the  Educational  Department. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  W.  Hugo, 

Head  Master. 
The  Superintendent, 

Burgher  C^mp, 

Standerton. 


Burgher  Camp,  Standerton,  September  2,  1901. 

Medical  Report. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  first  report  since  I  had  the  honour  of  being  appointed 
medical  officer  to  the  Burgher  Refugee  Camp  here  at  Standerton,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
month. 

There  are  at  present  about  3,400  men,  women  and  children  here,  and  on  the  whole 
the  health  of  the  camp  has  been  &irly  good. 

There  have  been  30  deaths  during  the  past  month,  the  cases  being  as  follows  : — 

Enteric,  8  ;  pneumonia,  7  ;  measles,  2  ;  diarrhoea,  3  ;  whooping  cough,  2  ;  senile 
deoay,  2  ;  dysentery,  1  ;  bronchitis,  1 ;  malaria,  1  ;  catarrh,  1  ;  acute  laryngitis,  1  ; 
gastro  enteritis,  1, 

The  most  common  diseases  have  been  enteric,  influenza,  measles,  whooping  cough, 
«hicken-pox. 

An  epidemic  of  measles  broke  out  in  the  camp  about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
introduced,  I  have  no  doubt,  by  refugees  who  were  brought  in  by  Colonel  Colville's 
column,  several  children  were  then  just  recovering  from  measles  and  were  in  the 
desquamating  stage.  I  suggested  having  the  schools  closed,  but  after  10  days,  seeing 
that  the  epidemic  was  of  a  very  mild  form,  they  were  re-opened. 

At  present  the  hospital  consists  of  30  beds,  but  this  number  1  find  quite  insufficient 
for  the  number  ol  cases  of  sickness  that  really  ought  to  be  admitted  to  hospital.  A  short 
time  ago  I  sent  in  a  requisition  for  hospital  equipment  for  an  extra  25  beds,  but  this  has 
not  come  to  hand  up  to  the  present.  I  sincerely  hope  the  authorities  at  headquarters 
will  see  their  way  qlearly  to  send  this  extra  equipment,  so  that  during  the  course  of  this 
month  I  shall  be  abte  to  h^Vje  betvoen  5Q  and  60  beds — a  number  that,  in  my  opinion,  is 
iJi)8olutely  necessary  for  this  camp. 
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When  I  first  arrived  I  noticed  that  a  great  number  of  cases  of  illness  were  not 
reported  to  me,  but  concealed  in  the  tents  until  they  became  absolutely  hopeless  ol 
recovery.  This  I  ascertained  was  because  the  people  had  an  absolute  horror  of  nospHal. 
This  prejudice,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is,  I  think,  ^dually  dying  out,  and  the  people  now 
seem  to  be  more  willing  to  come  into  hospital,  and  also  to  send  their  children  in. 
During  the  present  month  1  hope  to  be  able  to  shift  the  hospital  from  its  present  site  to 
one  at  the  upper  end  of  the  camp,  where  a  portion  of  ground  (175  yards  by  50  yards)  has 
been  fenced  off.  This  will  depend  upon  whether  the  buildings  for  the  medical  officer, 
uiatron,  dispenser,  and  storeroom  have  been  completed.  The  present  acoonunodation  for 
the  above  members  of  the  staff  is  very  fer  from  what  it  ought  to  be. 

I  have  very  much  felt  the  want  of  a  consulting  room  for  the  out-patients.  At  the 
present  time  the  patients  have  to  be  seen  in  the  dispensary,  which  is  an  exceedingly 
small  and  very  dark  room,  composed  of  mud  walls  and  tin  roof. 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  Superintendent  that  this  want  is  to  be  attended  to  in  a 
very  short  time.  I  might  mention  tiat  the  number  of  out-patients  seen  by  me  during 
tne  past  month  has  exceeded  700. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  month  a  quantity  of  condensed  milk  was  received  here,  with 
instructions  that  a  daily  supply  was  to  be  served  out  to  young  children,  old  people  and 
invalids,  the  milk  to  be  previously  mixed  with  water. 

This  has  been  carried  out  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and  fully  900  to  1,000  of  the 
above  have  been  daily  receiving  about  1  pint  of  milk  per  head. 


I  have,  &c., 
Pearsb,  M.R.C.S, 


&c. 


Medical  Officer,  Burgher  Gamp. 


Burgher  Camp,  Standerton,  October  6, 1901. 

Medical  Repobt. — Sbptembeb. 
Dear  Sib, 

I  beg  to  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  medical  report  for  the  Burgher 
Camp,  Standerton,  for  the  month  of  September,  1901. 

1  regret  very  much  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  it  is,  on  the  whole,  moet 
unsatisfactory. 

The  deaths  have  been  far  greater  in  number  than  what  they  have  been  in  any 
previous  months  since  the  camp  has  been  formed.  This  has  been  due  to  an  epidemic  of 
measles  of  a  very  severe  type,  which  has  been  and  still  is  present  in  the  camp. 

By  fjEtr  the  greater  number  of  deaths  has  taken  place  amongst  the  children.  By 
children,  I  mean  all  those  under  12  years  of  age.  A  great  number  have  succumbed  from 
"  uncomplicated  measles,"  but  a  greater  number  from  measles,  with  "  complications,'* 
details  of  which  I  will  give  later  on  in  my  report.  On  the  30th  of  September  there 
were  3,049  people  in  the  camp,  made  up  as  follows : — 647  men,  1,116  women,  and 
1,286  children.  The  number  of  deaths  that  took  place  from  the  1st  to  the  30th  of 
September  was  136  (including  a  native,  from  pneumonia),  made  up  as  follows  :— Seven 
men,  16  women,  112  children. 


The  cases  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Measles  and  broncho  pneumonia 

43 

„           bronchitis   ... 

3 

„           whooping  cough 

7 

„           diarrhoea     ... 

S 

„           convulsions... 

4 

„           confinement 

1 

,,      ...         •*•         ... 

26 

Pneumonia          

8 

Bronchitis            ...         ... 

5 

Whooping  cough 

4 

„             „      and  pneumonia 

2 

„             „        „    convulsions 

2 

jjOLaiana    ...         ...         ... 

... 

1 

Muringial  hsemorrhage  ... 

... 

1 
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Enteric 

,,       and  pneumonia   ... 
Convulsions 
Dysentery.,. 
Senile  decay 
Marasmus  ... 
Acute  laryngitis 
Puerperal  septicaemia 

From  the  above  list  you  will  see  that  there  were  43  deaths  from  measles,  com- 
plicated with  broncho  pneumonia.  The  pneumonia,  in  fiir  the  majority  of  cases, 
attacked  both  lungs.  I  have  been  trying  my  utmost  to  try  and  find  out  the  reason  why 
such  a  great  number  of  these  cases  developed  pneumonia,  as  I  see,  by  reports  in  the 
Government  Gazette^  that  other  Refugee  Camps  have  been  going  through  the  same 
experience  as  we  have  been.  First  and  foremost  I  certainly  think  that  the  cause  of  the 
pneumonia  is  owing  to  the  malignancy  of  the  type  of  measles  attacking  the  patients.  I 
do  not  consider  that  a  ''  child  "  has  really  so  much  to  do  with  the  attack,  as  I  have  had 
cases  where  the  greatest  care  and  attention  has  been  taken  of  the  child  by  the  mother, 
where  they  have  been  living  in  "  sod  house,"  and  where  it  has  seemed  almost  impossible 
for  the  child  to  catch  a  cold,  still,  broncho  pneumonia  has  developed,  and  death  taken 
place  quickly  and  suddenly. 

In  the  second  place,  I  certainly  think  that  the  children  are  allowed  to  get  up  and  go 
out  of  the  tents,  in  spite  of  frequent  warnings,  long  before  it  is  advisable  and  long  before 
the  measle  rash  has  disappeared,  with  the  result  that  a  chill  is  caught  and  pneumonia 
develops. 

In  the  third  place,  the  heat  in  the  tents  during  the  day  has  been  intenBC  for  the  last 
three  or  four  weeks,  and  the  nights  very  cold,  especially  towards  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning. 

Fourthly : — Overcrowding  in  the  tents,  as  many  as  seven  or  eight  lying  ill  in  one 
tent,  consequently  the  air  being  very  impure  and  almost  suffocating. 

I  trust,  Sir,  that  yon  will  pardon  me  for  bringing  forward  before  you  any  theories  of 
my  own  as  to  the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  this  exceedingly  fatal  epidemic,  but  I  am  very 
interested  in  it,  and  should  be  deeply  indebted  to  you  if  you  could  kindly  give  me  any 
information  upon  the  matter. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  month  I  worked  here  single-handed,  with  the  result  that  I 
found  the  work  far  too  great  for  me,  not  being  able  to  visit  all  the  patients  who  wanted 
attending  to,  and  not  being  able  to  give  the  cases  the  attention  I  should  like  to 
have  done. 

I  then  applied  to  the  Head  Office  for  assistance,  with  the  result  that  I  immediately 
had  the  assistance  of  an  unqualified  man,  but  still  a  man  thoroughly  well  up  in  his  work, 
and  one  who  was  recommended  by  myself. 

My  hospital  of  35  beds,  as  you  can  quite  understand,  has  been  full  the  whole  month 
and  perfectly  inadequate  for  the  number  of  cases  I  should  like  to  have  admitted. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  about  shifting  my  hospital  to  another  site,  and 
increasing  the  accommodation  for  about  60  patients. 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  September,  and  beg  to  state  that  your 
recommendation  in  Paragraph  No.  2  his  been  in  existence  during  the  last  month. 
A  camp  matron  has  been  appointed,  she  has  assistants  under  her,  each  of  whom  has 
charge  of  a  section  of  the  camp.  Tents  are  visited  daily  by  them  to  see  that  they  are 
clean  and  flaps  raised,  and  if  they  discover  any  cases  of  sickness  these  are  immediately 
reported  to  me. 

Your  recommendation  re  Boilers  for  the  boiling  of  the  water,  in  Paragraph  No.  3. 
Upon  receipt  of  your  letter  I  immediately  requisitioned  for  sickness  400  gallon  tanks. 
These  I  hope  to  have  erected  in  different  parts  of  the  camp.  Two  at  each  spot.  My 
reasons  for  two  at  each  spot  are  as  follows  : — 

After  the  water  has  been  thoroughly  boiled  in  one  tank  I  want  it  to  be  run  off 
through  a  communicating  pipe  into  a  second  tank.  By  these  means  the  water  will  cool 
much  quicker,  and  I  shall  hope  to  have  a  continuous  and  daily  supply  of  boiled  water  for 
drinking  purposes.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  water  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  tank 
in  which  it  were  boiled  it  would  take  at  least  24  to  36  hours  to  thoroughly  cool  and  be 
fit  for  drinking. 

Several  cases  of  "  enteric  "  have  come  under  my  notice  during  the  last  10  days, 
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8TAKDBB-    contracted  (I  have  no  doubt  J  in  the  camp,  and  caused  by  drinking  the  river  wat«r,  and 
^^-  the  unhealthy  state  of  a  certain  section  of  the  camp. 

I  immediately  advised  the  shifting  of  this  section  of  the  camp  to  a  new  site,  and  have 
been  informed  by  the  Superintendent  that  this  is  going  to  be  done  at  once. 

An  inspection  of  the  camp  was  made  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks  on  the  6th  and  7th 
September,  which  inspection  took  place  just  before  this  very  severe  epidemic  of  measles 
commenced. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  Peabse, 
H.  0.  Burgher  Camp,  Standerton. 


Vbreb- 

NIGING. 


Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24. 

0.— VEREENIGING. 

Statistical  Return   for   Burgher   Camp,  Vbrbenigino,  Month  ending 

30th  September,  1901. 


M«n. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

ChildT«L 

In  Camp,  September  1, 1901... 

Arrivals      

Births         

179 
6 

326 
13 

471 

24 

2 

Total           

—               — 

— 

185 
2 

339 
6 

497 

Departures 

Deaths        

1 

1 

4 
2 

6 
37 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

43 

In  Camp,  September  30, 1901... 

183 

333              454 

Sick  in  Camp. 




Men. 

Women. 

ChildTeB. 

Week  ending  September  6, 1901          

7 

13 

118 

„                                                 „                         Xij           jy                                    ••.                        •••                        •••                        •••                        ••• 

7 

14 

88 

„                                              „                        Z\)           yy                                  ...                      ...                      ...                      ... 

9 

8 

43 

9>                          5>              27       „ 

7 

13 

38 

Dbathb. 


Men. 

Women. 

nhildMD 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„         1  year  and  12  years 

.       12         „       40    „        

n      40         „       50     „        

50         „       over           

— 

1 

2 
7 

28 
2 

Total           ...         

— 

1 

39 
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Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Vbrbb- 

NIGING. 


Measles        

16 

Whooping  Congh... 

— 

Enteritis     

I 

Diarrhoda     

1     ' 

Influenza 

— 

Convulsions 

4 

Dysentery 

1 

Marasmus 

— 

Weakness 

I 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis. 
Enteric         

9 
5 

Heart  Disease 
Debility      

1 

Croup         

1 

Burton  Tucker, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Monthly  Report  for  September. 

Dear  Sir,  Burgher  Camp,  Vereeniging,  September  30,  1901. 

I  BEG  to  report  for  the  month  as  follows  : — You  will  see  from  the  doctor^s  report 
that  the  death  rate  and  number  of  sick  for  August  is  much  higher  than  for  September. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  epidemic  of  measles  in  August,  which  has  now  run  through 
the  camp. 

Visiting  Committee. — The  committee  of  five  visiting  women  are  now  under  the  Matron. 
They  visit  from  tent  to  tent  and  report  cases  of  sickness,  distress,  &c.,  to  the  Matron. 
The  Matron  has  distributed  1,040  yards  of  flannelette,  40  suits  of  clothes  to  children, 
181  yards  calico,  444  yards  of  dress  stuff,  48  pairs  children's  boots,  60  pair  of  hose, 
20  blankets,  30  yards  shirting  ;  also  needles,  cotton,  &c. 

Most  of  this  material  was  supplied  by  the  local  storekeepers.  I  have  still  a  small 
balance  of  goods  in  hand,  and  the  Netherlands  Relief  have  ordered  more  goods  for  this^ 
camp.  The  people  in  camp  are  now  well  off  as  regards  clothing,  and  the  new  goods  will 
be  kept  for  new  arrivals. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  staff  consists  of  one  doctor,  two  nurses  (qualified),  three 
probationers,  one  day  and  one  night  orderly. 

Medical  comforts  were  issued  as  follows  : — 150  lbs.  sugar,  54  packets  candles, 
48  2-uz.  pots  Lemco  and  Bovril,  24  lbs.  tea,  1,111  tins  milk,  47  lbs.  oatmeal  and  Quaker 
oats,  58  bottles  of  brandy,  44  bottles  port  wine,  14  bottles  champagne,  22  lbs.  bacon^ 
53  lbs  barley,  12  2-oz.  pots  Mellin's  food,  9  lbs.  cornflour  and  maizena,  12^  biscuits. 

School. — The  schoolroom  and  two  marquees  are  being  used  as  places  of  worship. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Burgers  is  the  spiritual  adviser  of  the  people  and  appears  to  be  very 
popular. 

The  school  accommodation  is  an  iron  building  36  feet  by  24  feet,  and  one  large 
store  tent. 

The  school  staff  consists  of  one  qualified  teacher  and  four  lady  assistants  obtained 
from  the  camp. 

The  average  attendance  in  school  for  September  was  93  day  and  18  night  scholars.  * 

The  numbers  have  diminished  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  measles,  which  is  now 
over  ;  under  normal  conditions  the  attendance  is  200. 

At  present  six  men  are  employed  in  making  desks  and  forms  for  the  school. 

Sanitation. — The  latrines  are  supplied  with  pails,  which  are  emptied  daily  and 
disinfected  at  regular  intervals.  A  destructor  for  the  burning  of  typhoid  stools  k 
supplied  for  the  hospital,  and  every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this 
disease.  Pails  and  boxes  are  supplied  and  placed  in  various  parts  of  the  camp  for  the*, 
reception  of  slops  and  rubbish.  Slop  and  Scotch  carts  go  round  every  day,  and  the 
refuse  is  carted  away  to  the  depositing  site,  which  is  a  considererable  distance  fron> 
the  camp. 

Bath  Room. — A  bath  room  has  been  put  up  and  it  will  no  doubt  be  very  much 
appreciated  by  the  people  of  the  camp  in  the  hot  weather  now  coming  on. 
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Police. — The  police  in  this  camp  are  selected  from  the  people  and  are  doing  excelleot 
w<M'k.  Everything  in  camp  is  working  satisfectorily  and  no  complaints  have  been 
brought  to  me  daring  September. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Burton  Tccker, 

Superintendent. 
The  General  Superintendent, 
Pretoria. 


Vereeniging,  October  1st,  1901. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  report  for  the  month  of  September,  as  follows  : — 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  Camp  are  carried  out  very  satisfiictorily. 

Water. — The  water  used  in  the  Camp  is  conveyed  across  the  Vaal  River  and  boiled 
before  being  issued  tx)  the  Camp. 

Miik. — The  Hospital  is  supplied  with  fresh  milk,  and  there  are  two  large  boilers  in 
the  Camp  where  milk  is  boiled.  This  is  an  excellent  arrangement  because  the  patients  in 
the  Camp  get  the  milk  daily  of  uniform  strength.  Unfortunately,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  month  the  milk  issued  to  the  Camp  had  evidently  been  stored  in  a  hot  place  and 
decomposed  so  that  it  would  not  dissolve  in  water,  this  was  condemned  and  a  fresh 
supply  obtained. 

CfeanZme^^.  — The  general  cleanliness  of  the  Camp  is  in  a  satisfactory  state,  a  bath 
room  has  been  put  up  which  will  be  appreciated  now  the  hot  weather  has  set  in. 

Health. — The  epidemic  of  measles  which  has  been  here  for  several  months  had  abated 
during  the  month,  when  unfortunately  a  family  arrived  from  Krugersdorp  and  within  two 
days  two  children  developed  measles,  the  disease  must  have  been  on  the  children  before 
they  arrived  here,  happily  it  is  of  a  mild  type  and  I  do  not  anticipate  much  fiirther  spread. 
There  have  ) :»een  a  few  cases  of  typical  enteric  fever  and  dysentery  during  tTie  month. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  month  there  were  194  persons  on  the  Sick  Report,  this  has 
gradu  lily  diminished,  as  follows  : — 

Week  ending  6th  September 138 


13th 
20th 
27th 


109 
60 
58 


This  reduction  is  accounted  for  by  the  abatement  of  the  measles  epidemic. 
During  the  month  there  have  been  40  deaths,  as  follows  : — 

ivieasies    •••         •••         •••         •••         •••         •••         •••  ±0 

Diarrhoea ...         •  •  •         •  •  •         . . .         • .  •         •  •  •         •  • .  1 

Dysentery            ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••  1 

Pneumonia  and  bronchitis          9 

Enteric  fever       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  5 

■L/t^  L/1 1 1 L  V     ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  J. 

xjinLeriLis ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...  ...        ^ 

v^x  vlUL/  ...  ..«  ...  •••  ..•  ...  •••  X 

f f  eaivness  •••  ...  •••  ...  ...  ...        i 

There  have  been  47  admissions  to  the  hospital  during  the  month  and  9  deaths. 
Pneumonia  4,  enteric  fever  2,  bronchitis  2,  and  measles  1.  The  people  do  not  show 
much  reluctance  in  coming  into  hospital  now,  we  have  even  had  a  few  coming  in 
voluntarily. 

On  the  whole  I  consider  the  Camp  to  be  in  a  very  satisfiictory  state,  and  the  people 
seem  to  be  contented. 

P.  Makshall, 

Medical  Officer. 
The  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camp, 
Va-eeniging. 
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Enclosure  8  in  Sub-Enclosure  3  in  No.  24, 

p._VOLKSRUST. 

Statistical    Rbtubn    for    Burgher    Camp,    Volksrust,    Month    ending 

30th  September,  1901. 


Sick  in  Camp. 


Volks- 
rust* 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

t 

Men. 

WoaMD. 

Chadren. 

lA  Camp  September  1, 1901  ... 

Arrivals      

Births         

707 
18 

2,341 
50 

2^ 

87 
16 

Totel           

— 

— 

— 

725 
33 

2,391 
120 

2,326 

Departures            

Deaths       

22 
11 

108 
12 

103 
106 

Total          

— 

— 

— 

209 

In  Camp  September  30, 1901... 

692 

2,271 

2,127 

Week  ending  September  6, 1901 


w       13,    „ 
V      20,    „ 


Men. 


52 
36 
26 
42 


Women. 


93 
60 
56 
96 


Children. 


264 
295 
130 
155 


Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„        1  year  an<l  12  years 

„      12  years  and  40    „       

„      40          „        50    „ 

50          „        over         

4 
2 
5 

12 

5 
18 
83 

Total          

11 

12 

106 

Number  op  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles        

77 

Enteric       

10 

Tabes  Mesent«rica 

7 

Diarrhoea     

— 

Whooping  Congh . . . 

— 

Bronchitis 

5 

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis. 
Diphtheria 

6 

10 
2 

Cancrnm  Oris 

Marasmns 

Gastro  Enteritis    .. 

1 

6 

1 

Puerperal 

Septicaemia 
Senile  Decay 

Dropsy       

1 
2 
1 

J.  Swart, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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»^»'»^-  Burgher  Camp,  Volksrust,  October  4,  1901. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  submitting  my  Monthly  Report  I  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  a  decided 
improvement  all  round.  First,  as  regards  the  health  of  the  Camp.  This  nas  greatly 
improved,  as  is  shown  by  the  marked  decrease  in  the  death  rate  and  cases  of  sickness, 
the  latter  perhaps  more  so  by  the  increased  attendance  of  children  at  school.  The  roll 
now  numbers  748,  the  average  attendance  600,  nearly  double  what  it  was. three  weeks 
ago,  and  is  increasing  daily.  In  fisict,  so  rapid  has  been  the  accession  of  numbers  during; 
the  last  week  that  i  wired  to  Inspector  Uorbett,  now  at  Heidelburg,  advising  engage- 
ment of  an  additional  teacher.  The  r^ly  being  in  the  affirmative,  this  has  been  done, 
raising  the  number  of  teachers  to  15.  The  highest  Standard  is  V.,  the  lowest  class  is  sub- 
Standard  B.  There  is  thus  a  range  of  seven  classes.  The  ages  of  the  scholars  range 
from  6  to  22  years.  The  night  school  is  about  to  be  converted  into  an  adult  afternoon 
school.  I  was  pleased  to  note  also  in  my  occasional  visits  to  the  school  that  the  majority 
of  the  children  look  very  healthy  and  happy  and  on  the  whole  are  well  clad.  They  have  been 
so  pressed  for  room  that  I  lent  them  a  marquee,  but  Inspector  Corbett  has  secured  three 
additional  shelters  which  are  now  being  erected.  Needless  to  say,  we  will  do  all  in  our 
power  to  encourage  and  assist  in  educational  matters.  One  sad  defect  I  feel  bound  to 
mention,  and  yet  under  present  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  Remedy.  I  refer  to  the 
bad  English  spoken  and  taught  by  some  of  the  Hollander  and  Afrikander  teachers, 
notably  the  former.  I  feel  sure  that  an  improvement  here  is  necessary,  and  if  induce- 
ments were  offered  in  slightly  increased  salaries,  with  a  guarantee  of  permanent  situa- 
tions, am  convinced  that  plenty  of  good  teachers,  both  of  English  and  Dutch  extraction, 
might  be  engaged  in  Cape  Colony.  These  being  intimate  with  the  Dutch  and  their 
language  would  be  preferable  to  teachers  from  England. 

We  have  had  about  100  fresh  arrivals  during  the  last  month,  some  of  whom  from 
the  District  of  are  of  a  very  low  class  and  badly  provided  for.     Their  wants 

are  being  attended  to  as  &r  as  lies  in  our  power  both  in  the  provision  of  cooking  utensils 
and  clothing.  We  have,  on  the  other  hand,  had  over  200  departures,  and  this  has  given 
us  more  room  to  relieve  the  congestion  complained  of  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks  in  some  of 
the  sections. 

Mrs.  Pate,  the  Camp  Matron,  is  doing  good  work  as  shown  by  her  report,  but  I 
think  she  should  have  a  lady  clerical  assistant,  as  too  much  of  her  time  is  occupied  m 
making  entries  of  goods  received  and  keeping  a  record  of  parcels  distributed  in  the  Camp. 

The  assistants,  girls  and  women  from  the  Camp,  since  Dr.  Kendal  Franks'  visit, 
number  twelve,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  very  few  of  them  do  their  work  satisfactorily. 
Some  of  them  are  not  only  guilty  of  favourism  in  the  distribution  of  clothing  and 
comforts,  which  by  the  way  is  perhaps  only  natural,  but  are  unreliable  and  untrustworthy. 
I  have  instructed  the  Camp  Matron  to  weed  them  out  and  make  the  best  of  the  material 
at  hand. 

During  the  last  month  the  foUomng  buildings  constructed  of  wood  and  iron  have 
been  erected. 

One  large  *'  Goods  Shed  "  80  x  20  with  a  "  Ration  Store  "  45  x  15  attached. 

One  Dispensary,  boarded,  ceiled  and  panelled  45  x  15  divided  into  three  compart- 
ments, viz..  Dispensary  furnished  with  counter  and  shelves,  Consulting  Room  furnished 
with  bed,  table  and  chairs  and  Waiting  Room  furnished  with  benches. 

One  Building,  45x15,  comprising  three  offices  and  two  bed  rooms  all  boarded 
and  divided  by  wooden  partitions,  one  office  and  two  bed  rooms  with  wooden  ceiling. 

In  addition  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  provided  by  the  erection  of  these  buildings 
the  moral  effect  upon  the  Refugees  has  been  excellent.  Those  who  before  were  inclined 
to  be  doubtful  have  now  become  convinced  of  our  determination  to  stay  until  we  have 
gained  our  end,  while  it  seems  to  be  gradually  dawning  upon  all  of  them  that  we  ai^ 
anxious  to  provide  for  their  comfort,  and  are  willing  in  every  way  possible  to  try  and 
alleviate  the  conditions  under  which,  as  a  result  of  the  treachery  and  obstinacy  of  the 
burghers  still  on  commando,  they  are  %ound -more  or -less  to  suffer.      They  maybe 
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prisoners  to  a  certain  extent,  the  exigencies  of  the  time  demand  it,  but  they  suffer  no  Volks- 
indignity  and  no  restraint  is  placed  upon  them  or  no  obedience  enforced  except  in  regard  »^8t. 
to  such  measures  which  govern  all  well  conducted  communities  and  which  are  framed  for 
their  own  well-being. 

To  prevent  desertion  all  men  have  to  report  to  two  "  Intelligence  "  clerks  (chosen 
from  themselves)  every  morning  between  the  hours  of  9  and  10,  but  exceptions  are  made 
in  favorr  of  the  sick  and  aged,  also  of  men  on  duty  and  men  employed  in  town  who 
rei)ort  at  a  time  most  convenient  to  themselves. 

They  are  allowed  to  go  to  the  town  of  Volksrust  and  ramble  about  outside  the 
Camp  within  certain  defined  boundaries  between  the  hours  of  7  a.m.  and  5  p.m.,  and  the 
time  will  be  extended  as  the  days  lengthen. 

I  have  drawn  up  (six  weeks  ago),  certain  rules  with  regard  to  sanitation,  and  these 
are  strictly  enforced.  I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  condition  of  the  Camp  is  generally 
improving,  the  improvement  must,  of  necessity,  be  slow,  for  you  cannot  chimge  tne  habits 
of  a  lifetime  in  a  day  ;  and  to  suit  the  people  we  are  "  slow  to  make  haste." 

The  Camp  Police  lately  enrolled  (re  Circular,  No.  76,  6th  September),  have  proved 
of  great  assistance  in  preventing  filthy  practices  which  heretofore  disgraced  and  polluted 
the  Camp.  The  wives  of  men  on  Commando  have  proved  the  most  refiiictory,  but  we 
are  endeavouring  by  a  mixture  of  patience  and  firmness  to  instil  obedience,  and  do  not 
despair  of  the  ultimate  result.     The  doctors  have  a  difficult  task,  and  I  admire  their 

ritience  and  their  energy,  I  miffht  say  their  heroism  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
am  deeply  indebted  to  Drs.  Hamilton  and  Craster  for  their  able  assistance  in  trying  to 
get  the  Camp  clean.  The  difficulties  they  have  to  contend  with  would  fill  pages — I  will 
only  mention  one — the  attempts  made  in  so  many  instances  to  conceal  cases  of  sickness. 
This  arises  partly  from  ignorance  and  prejudice,  sometimes  apathy,  but  in  many  cases 
from  dread  of  the  hospital.  The  consequences  in  many  cases  have  been  fiital  as  when 
discovered  the  patients  are  beyond  recovery.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  report  that  there  is 
ii  marked  improvement  of  late  in  this  respect,  and  we  are  gradually  winning  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people. 

We  employed  last  month  over  100  refugees,  their  wages  ranging  from  Is.  to  2s.  6d. 
a  day,  and  steps  are  now  being  taken  in  accordance  with  Circular  No.  76  to  give 
employment  to  every  man  willing  to  work.  Applications  are  being  called  for  from 
skilled  tradesmen  to  send  in  their  names,  when  we  will  endeavour  to  find  employment 
for  them  in  their  respective  callings.  As  the  majority  of  them  are  agriculturists  and  I 
had  no  available  ground  to  offer  them,  I  applied  to  General  Bullock  for  a  piece  of  ground 
adjoining  the  northern  side  of  the  camp,  with  a  request  at  the  same  time  that  it  should  be 
fenced.  The  worthy  General,  who  is  at  all  times  ready  to  do  anything  in  his  power  for 
their  welfare,  himself  inspected  the  ground,  gave  his  assent  to  the  project,  and  instructed 
the  Royal  Engineers  to  erect  a  barbed  wire  fence  round  it.  The  ground  measures  in 
extent  about  450  yards  by  60  yards  and  the  fence  is  now  almost  completed.  It  will  be 
entirely  enclosed,  the  only  entrance  being  through  a  small  gate  leading  into  it  from  the 
camp,  which  will  be  locked  by  night.  Only  those  employed  in  gardening  will  be 
adtnitted  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  pilfering.  As  instnicted  in  the  Circular, 
the  crops  raised  will  be  the  property  of  the  men  who  grow  them,  we  only  stipulating  for 
repayment  of  seed  and  implements  provided  them,  i  shall  be  glad  when  the  men  can 
commence  work,  as  apart  from  giving  them  employment  and  thus  keeping  them  out  of 
mischief,  a  full  supply  of  vegetables  will  tend  greatly  to  improve  the  health  of  the  camp. 
Applications  have  been  made  for  a  tennis  lawn  inside  of  the  camp  and  a  cricket  ground 
outside,  both  of  which  have  been  granted.  The  feeling  between  families  of  men  still  on 
commando  and  those  who  have  surrendered  appears  to  be  very  bitter  and  the  men  of  the 
latter  class  have  to  put  up  with  a  deal  of  abuse  while  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  fix>m 
the  wives  of  men  on  commando  who  call  them  the  slaves  of  the  English  and  "  hand 
op|)er8  "  (hands  up).  Wordy  altercations  are  frequent  and  I  am  endeavouring  to  suppress 
this  by  threatening  to  punish  anyone  on  either  side  who  start  a  quarrel.  Only  a  few 
<lays  ago  a  young  Dutchman  was  brought  before  me  by  the  Camp  Police.  The  charge 
A<{ainst  him  was  that  he  had  chalk  marked  certain  tents  occupied  by  wives  of  men  on 
commando  and  led  them  to  believe  that  they  were  soon  to  be  severely  dealt  with.  He  is 
OTily  a  lad  of  about  18  and  meant  it  as  a  joke,  but  as  a  safetv  valve  to  his  exuberant 
.spirits  I  sentenced  him  to  three  days*  hard  labour  of  grave  diggmg  without  pay. 
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VoLKs-  My  Camp  Overseers  on  the  whole  are  doing  good  work  and  many  of  the  middle^ 

RUBT.  j^g^  j^jj^  elderly  men  are  now  using  their  influence  in  favour  of  law,  order  and  cleanlineaa. 

Personally,  I  am  always  treated  with  respect  by  men,  women,  and  children,  and  prospects 
of  a  healthy,  orderly,  cleanly  and  happy  camp  are  more  hopeful  than  a  month  ago. 

Yours,  &c., 

Geo.  Max  King, 

Superintendent. 
To  the  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 

Pretoria. 


Burgher  Camp,  Volksrust,  October  5,  1901. 

SiK, 

I  BEG  to  submit  my  report  for  the  month  of  September. 

The  dispensary  in  camp  has  been  opened,  and,  judging  by  the  large  increase  of  out- 
patients, is  proving  a  great  convenience  to  the  refugees  suffering  from  minor  ailments. 

Vaccination  is  performed  here  three  afternoons  per  week. 

The  number  of  fresh  enteric  cases  has  sunk  to  twelve.     There  have  been  ninety- 
seven  cases  of  dysentery  ;  diarrhoea  and  whooping  cough  are  also  very  prevalent. 

Several  cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia  have  arisen  in  camp ;  the  midwives  have  been 
warned  not  to  attend  cases  for  the  future. 

I  am,  &c., 

RiCHABD  Hamilton. 
The  Superintendent, 
Volksrust. 


Volksrust 
Camp  Matron's  Report. 

Thirty-three  layettes  supplied  in  three  weeks,  six  came  from  Major  Graham,  the 
other  27  were  made  under  my  own  hands  from  material — for  free  distribution — besides 
many  skirts,  &c.,  for  old  infirm  or  sick  people. 

A.  M.  Pate, 

Matron. 

P.S. — I  have  not  carried  out  the  layette  loan  system  as  ordered — considering  it 
quite  impracticable. 

The  women  here  are  not  cleanly — often  diseased.  The  layettes  would  be  unfit  for 
a  new  arrival — after  a  month's  use  by  another  child,  and  the  mother  quite  as  ill  prepaifed 
to  clothe  them  as  at  first.  Thus  far  I  have,  by  very  hard  work,  and  constantly  using 
my  own  machine  been  able  to  meet  the  demand,  but  fear  I  shall  be  stopped  for  want  of 
material  soon — unless  more  comes  forward.  Clothing  of  all  sorts  and  sizes  is  sadly 
needed. 

A.  M.  Pate. 


No.  25. 
Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  9  p.m.,  November  23,  1901.) 
Telegram. 

[Answered  by  No.  28.] 

November  23.  No.  1.  I  am  informed  that  Mrs.  Fawcett's  Committee  have  recom- 
mended supply  of  tanks  for  boiling  water  for  concentration  camps.  Are  tanks  required 
from  this  country  ?    If  so,  how  many  and  of  what  dimensions  ? 
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No.  26. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  11.55  a.m.,  November  24,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

November  23.  No.  509.  Your  telegram  of  November  22,  No.  6*;  think  it  will  be 
desirable  to  have  one  or  two  lady  doctors.  Wish  20  nurses  in  addition  to  15  matrons 
already  sent. 


No.  27. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  5.30  p.m.,  November  25,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

November  25.  No.  2.  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  November  20,  No.  496.f 
I  am  ready  to  give  you  any  assistance  for  working  of  camps  which  you  may  require, 
and  will  send  men  m>m  here  if  you  will  say  what  qualifications  you  think  necessary 
and  how  many  men  you  want. 


No.  28. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  8.25  a.m.,  November  27,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

November  26.     No.  515.     Your  telegram  of  November  23,  No.  l.J     Tanks  have 
been  ordered  and  can  be  obtained  in  South  Africa. 


No.  29. 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  10  p.m.,  November  27,  1901.) 
Telegram. 
[Answered  by  No.  35.] 

27th  November.  No.  8.  Referring  to  your  telegram,  No.  496,  20tih  November,t 
eiq)ressing  desire  that  some  one  else  should  take  over  control  of  concentration  camps. 
If  you  thmk  it  desirable  I  am  ready  to  ask  Lidian  Government  to  let  me  appoint  from 
there  as  Superintendent  of  all  camps  some  person  or  persons  of  high  omcial  rank 
tliprouffhly  conversant  with  plague  and  famine  camps  who,  while  sub^unate  to  you  as 
High  Commissioner,  should  relieve  you  of  responsibilily  and  of  details  of  admin- 
istration. 


•  No.  23.  t  No.  20.  X  No.  25. 
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No.  30. 

Mb.  chamberlain  to  Administbatob  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  6.10  p.m.,  November  28,  1901.) 

Teleobam. 

November  28th.     No.  2.     Referring  to  my  telegram  of  November  22nd,  No.  6.* 
Nine  medical  officers,  11  matrons,  sailed  on  *'  Canada,    November  26th. 

Doctors  :  Taylor,  Copeland,  Brown,  Walker,  McFarlane,  Dixon,  Savage,  Moffi^t  and 
Potts. 

Matrons  :  Misses  Martin,  French,  Webb,  Mackenzie,  Grafton,  Willes,  Jones,  Hyland, 
Finnemore,  Mitchell  and  Hoffman. 

Remaining  doctors  and  matrons  will  be  selected  and  sent  out  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Please  arrange  that  party  should  be  met,  and  instructions  given  as  to  Journey  to 
Pretoria. 


No.  31. 

GOVERNOR  Sm  H.  E.  McCALLUM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  November  30,  1901.) 

Sir,  Grovernment  House,  Pietermaritzbur^,  Natal,  November  8,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  information  copy  of  first  monthly  report 
by  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps. 

2.  The  new  camp  at  Merebank  is  getting  on  very  fast,  and  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  accommodate  a  great  portion  of  the  proposed  ten  thousand  inmates  before  close 
oi  the  present  month. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McCALLUM. 


Enclosure  in  No.  31. 


Monthly  Report  by  the  General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps,  Natal,  for 
Xhe  month  of  October,  1901. 


General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps,  Natal. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  Natal. 

Monthly  Report. 

Pietermaritzburg,  Natal,  November  7,  1901. 
The  Burgher  Camps  were  taken  over  nominally  on  the  1st  of  October,  cm  the 
understanding  that  the  entire  control  should  be  gradually  transferred.    This  has 
been  done,  all  officei^  having  done  all  they  could  to  make  matters  run  smoothly. 

A  banking  account  was  opened  at  the  Standard  Bank,  Pietermaritzburg,  at  tht 
end  of  the  month,  by  the  Army  Paymaster  on  behalf  of  Burgher  Camps,  and  all  ex- 

Eenditure  for  last  month  is  bemg  paid  by  this  Department,  all  cheques  being  signed 
y  myself  and  the  Accountant 

....  I  -  *— ■ — ■ —  "" 

•  No.  23. 
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A  joint  Military  and  Civilian  Board,  consisting  of  Captain  Appleby  and  Mr.  W. 
M.  Struben,  was  appointed  to  make  an  inventory  of  stores  and  equipment  in  the  various 
,<5amps.  The  Military  Authorities  have  been  requested  to  furnish  expenditure  on  each 
camp  up  to  30th  September. 

Each  Superintendent  has  also  been  instructed  to  supply  a  list  of  all  Burghers  in 
their  camp,  with  full  particulars  and  amounts  debited  to  each  family.  A  complete 
register  will  then  be  kept  in  this  Ofl&ce.  Information  will  also  be  obtained  with  regard 
to  the  position  of  each  family  with  a  view  to  the  order  in  which  they  might  return  when 
allowed  to  do  so. 

A  good  deal  of  trouble  has  been  caused  by  those  coming  down  not  being  correctly 
described,  but  I  hope  this  is  now  put  right.  Too  much  furniture,  &c.,  has  also  been 
allowed  to  come  down,  in  many  cases  quite  unsuitable  for  tent  accommodation. 

Several  existing  contracts  were  found  to  be  too  high.  I  am  cancelling  them  as 
opportunity  offers,  and  marking  considerable  monthly  savings.  It  will  take  a  little 
tune  to  effect  some  changes  required.  In  accordance  with  your  wishes  arrangements 
have  been  made  with  the  Transvaal  Cold  Storage  Company  to  supply  all  meat  from 
the  15th  instant. 

The  question  of  rebate  of  Customs  and  railway  rate  have  not  been  settled  yet.  I 
took  the  matter  up  at  once.  Goods  are  being  obtained,  when  in  stock,  from  the 
Ordnance  Stores. 

Accounts  will  be  furnished  in  accordance  with  the  Financial  Secretary's  wishes, 
and  sent  to  Pretoria  for  audit. 

Permits  to  enter  or  leave  any  of  the  camps  have  been  left  with  the  Military 
Authorities.  The  Natal  Government  is  to  be  consulted  with  regard  to  any  Natal 
people  before  they  are  admitted. 

.  Cam^ps. — There  are  three  camps  in  Natal  in  use,  and  one  in  Ziduland,  viz., 
Howick,  Maritzburg,  Merebank,  and  Eshowe.  Preparations  were  being  made  for 
another  at  Mooi  River,  but  this  was  stopped,  and  the  Merebank  Camp  proceeded  with 
to  accommodate  10,000,  instead  of  5,000,  as  originally  intended. 

To  have  a  larger  number  nearer  the  coast  and  off  the  main  line  of  railway. 
There  is  also  a  fine  water  supply,  being  connected  with  the  Durban  main  supply. 
Enquiries  are  also  bein^  made  with  a  view  to  forming  another  camp  near  Jacob's 
Sidmg,  on  tJie  Bluff  Railway;  then  there  would  be  no  need  for  Mooi  River. 

Number, — The  total  number  of  refugees  in  the  Natal  Camps  on  1st  November  was 
9,112  white  and  91  blacks,  being  Howick  3,165,  Maritzburg  2,253,  Merebank  3,570,^ 
Eshowe  215,  Mooi  River  nil;  total  9,203. 

Accommodation. — ^At  Howick  there  are  182  marquees  and  480  round  tents;  at. 
Maritzburg  94  marquees,  150  round  tents,  and  132  canvas  huts  in  two  compartments^ 
16  by  13  each.  At  Merebank  135  marquees,  330  round  tents,  and  90  canvas  huts,. 
16  by  13  each,  and  a  large  number  of  wood  and  iron  huts  beiug  erected. 

Hospitals. — ^At  Howick  there  are  at  present  six  marquees  equipped.  One  of  the 
wood  and  iron  huts  for  the  British  South  Africa  Police  has  been  obtained  from 
Durban,  and  will  be  erected.  There  are  two  medical  men,  two  nurses,  and  five  pro- 
bationers. At  Maritzburg  the  Military  Hospital  is  still  being  used,  while  one  of  the 
British  South  Africa  Pohce  huts  is  being  erected.  There  is  one  surgeon  and  two 
nurses.  At  Merebank  there  is  a  comfortable  lined  wood  and  iron  hospital  for  20 
beds,  with  one  surgeon,  two  nurses,  and  one  probationer.  Dispensers  and  com- 
pounders are  being  supplied  to  all.    Refugee  probationers  are  being  employed. 

Sanitation. — ^This  is  being  carefully  considered  at  all  camps,  and  sanitary  con- 
tractors are  employed  to  remove  all  paus,  slop  pails,  and  dustbms  regularly.  Disin- 
fectants are  freely  used,  and  destructors  ordered  for  burning  what  may  be  necessary. 
As  the  number  of  burgher  men  has  been  very  limited,  a  staff  of  natives  have  been 
employed  in  each  camp  for  cleaning  up.  Some  of  the  people  cause  much  in- 
convenience. 
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Wash-houses. — ^These  are  erected  at  Howick,  Maritzburg,  and  Merebank  at 
frequent  intervals,  with  taps  and  tables  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  soap,  about  eight 
ounces  issued.  Tliose  who  come  down  write  their  friends  in  glowing  terms  about 
these  houses.    They  never  saw  such  conveniences. 

Bath-rooms, — ^Bath-rooms,  with  full  length  baths,  are  also  well  provided  and  well 
used.    Newcomers  are  easily  distinguished. 

Water  Supply. — There  is  a  good  supply  in  pipes  at  each  of  Hiese  camps.  Howici 
being  connected  partly  with  the  Military  Hospital  supply  and  partly  served  by 
hydraulic  ram  from  the  Umgeni  River,  which  skirts  the  camp.  Maritzbu^  and  Mere- 
bank  with  the  main  waterworks  of  Maritzburg  and  Durban. 

Schools, ---A\j  Howick  about  300  children  have  been  attending.  This  school  has 
been  conducted  by  Rev.  van  der  Horst  and  a  staff  of  refugee  teachers. 

About  500  more  children  are  ready  as  soon  as  the  new  school  is  completed.  At 
Maritzburg  the  average  daily  attendance  has  been  about  200.  This  school  was  closed 
for  a  time  on  account  of  measles,  but  now  reopened,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Murray. 

At  Merebank  there  are  two  buUdings  finished  and  another  ready  to  erect.  The 
large  British  South  Africa  Police  huts  are  also  being  used  for  schools.  The  Educar 
tion  Department  of  tiie  Transvaal  has  been  represented  here  and  all  arrangements 
are  being  made  under  their  supervision. 

Churches. — ^Religious  instruction  has  been  conducted  in  each  camp  by  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  ministers,  and  the  school  buildings  used  for  this  purpose.  These 
ministers  are  provided  with  tents  and  rations,  and  an  honorarium  promised  if  good 
work  is  done,  but  no  fixed  salary. 

Health  of  Camps. — Unfortunately  there  has  been  a  severe  epidemic  of  measles 
throughout  the  camps,  accompanied  by  whooping  cough.  Many  arrived  from  camps 
infected,  and  many  children  have  died,  otherwise  the  health  of  all  camps  has  been 
good.  The  death  roll  for  the  month  has  been  87  (Howick  32,  Maritzburg  9,  and 
Merebank  46),  of  which  77  have  been  children,  and  10  women. 

During  the  same  period  there  were  four  births  at  Howick,  five  at  Maritzburg,  and 
four  at  Merebank. 

Clothing. — 'Clothing  is  being  issued  to  those  in  need  of  it,  and  who  cannot  pur- 
chase. An  account  is  kept  of  such.  Many  of  those  who  come  down  are  in  a  veretched 
condition. 

Food. — ^Those  who  arrive  seem  very  pleased  with  their  rations,  being  delighted 
with  the  fat  meat  issued. 

Fuel. — ^Wood  is  supplied  at  all  camps  in  convenient  sizes.  The  refugees  have 
been  also  allowed  to  collect  dry  sticks  in  the  neighbourhood  of  camps. 

Employment. — ^Many  of  the  men  and  boys  have  been  getting  employment  outffldi 
the  camps.  Some  of  the  girls  are  also  seeking  service.  Burgher  Guards  and  Staff 
of  Matrons  and  Assistants  are  also  being  formed  in  the  camps.  Gardens  will  also 
be  laid  out. 

Conduct. — On  the  whole  there  has  not  been  much  trouble.  Some  of  the  woman 
give  a  good  deal,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  isolate  them. 

The  "  hands-up  "  business  is  also  a  source  of  trouble.  We  hope  to  separate  these 
as  much  as  possible  by  providing  the  better  behaved  with  lie  better  quarters.  When 
we  get  the  camp  groimds  fent^  in  and  the  boundaries  properly  defined  it  will  be 
better.    At  present  people  can  wander  in  and  out  anywhere. 

Visits. — The  High  Conunissioner  and  the  Governor  of  Natal  visited  Merebank, 
and  were  satisfied  with  what  was  being  done. 

Stores. — ^There  are  several  stores  in  each  camp,  paying  a  licence  of  £1  per  nionth. 
This  is  kept  as  a  Sutlers*  Fund,  and  used  in  the  camps  for  sports  or  charitaUa 
purposes. 
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General. — ^The  people  seem  well  satisfied  with  their  treatment,  and  as  comfort- 
able as  they  can  be  in  camps.  There  are  a  few  discontents  in  every  camp.  The 
children  seem  happy,  and  are  full  of  fun.  They  seem  always  playing  some  game,  and 
look  well  fed. 

Thomas  K.  Murray, 
General  Superintendent,  Burgher  Camps. 


No.  32. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  11.10  p.m.,  December  1,  1901.) 
Telegram. 
[Answered  by  No.  37.] 

1st  December.  No.  531.  With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  16th  November, 
No.  1,*  I  have  been  in  communication  with  Gk)vemors  of  Natal  and  Cape  Colony  and 
have  completed  arrangements  now  for  thinning  out,  and,  if  necessary,  transplanting 
camps.  I  propose  to  break  up  some  of  worse  situated  camps,  and  to  reduce  numbers 
in  all  camps,  sending  the  overflow  of  the  Orange  River  Colony  to  Cape  Colony  and  of 
the  Transvaal  to  Natal.  Natal  is  prepared  to  receive  10,000  more  refugees,  4,000  of 
whom  will  be  accommodated  at  Mereoank  and  3,000  each  at  two  new  camps,  which 
will  probably  be  situated  at  Pinetown  and  Jacob's  Siding.  At  present  there  appears 
to  be  no  likelihood  of  Merebank  becoming  unhealthy,  but  if  the  contingency  arises 
the  overflow  will  be  received  in  a  new  camp  at  Mooi  River. 

In  Cape  Colony  I  hope  to  get  new  camps  established  at  Port  Elizabeth,  East 
London,  and  Port  Alfred.  Such  camps  will  contain  from  2,000  to  3,000  persons  and 
other  sites  can  be  found  if  further  accommodation  is  required.    As  far  as  possible  I 

Eropose  to  make  the  new  camps  hut  camps,  and  in  the  older  camps  to  replace  tents 
y  huts  when  they  are  worn  out.     For  this  purpose  I  have  received  Lord  Kitchener's 
permission  to  use  quantities  of  hutting  sent  out  for  military  purposes. 

With  regard  to  such  removals  to  the  coast,  I  propose,  since  we  are  bound  by  Lord 
Kitchener's  promise,  to  giva  the  option  of  remaming  or  going  to  aU  inmates  except 
those  whose  husbands  or  male  relatives  are  still  on  conunando  or  who  have  forfeited 
their  right  to  considerate  treatment  by  misbehaviour.  I  consider  that  we  are  free  to 
move  the  two  latter  classes  as  we  please.  These  measures  will,  I  trust,  considerably 
abate  the  present  deplorable  mortality.  It  will,  of  course,  take  some-  considerable 
time  to  get  the  new  camps  ready,  so  we  cannot  look  for  immediate  improvement  from 
that  source.  Meanwhile  everything  will  be  done  which  our  now  improved  means  of 
transport  admit,  to  give  those  remaining  in  northern  camps  better  and  more  varied 
food,  ampler  hospital  and  other  acconmiodation,  and  all  the  sanitary  appliances  such 
as  boilers,  &c.,  recommended  by  the  Conmaission.  The  increased  number  of  nurses 
and  doctors  from  home  will  be  a  great  help,  and  travelling  inspectors  are  being  ap- 
pointed here  to  visit  all  camps,  and  insure  uniform  management. 

I  hope  for  great,  if  gradual,  improvement  from  these  causes,  but  whatever  we  do 
I  fear  that,  though  we  may  lower  tne  death  rate,  it  will  always  be  high.  A  camp  of 
500  would  have  developed  epidemics  as  much  as  a  camp  of  5,000.  At  the  same  time 
it  seems  to  me  incontestable  that  they  would  have  died  in  far  greater  numbers  if  left  in 
a  devastated  coimtry.  Many  have  actually  come  in  of  their  own  accord,  and  will  not 
leave  now,  while  some  who  escaped  have  returned  soon  after  in  a  starving  condition. 
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No.  33. 

Mb.  chamberlain  to  Adminibtratob  LORD  MILNEB. 
(Sent  10.30  a.m.,  December  5,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

5th  December.  No.  1.  Referring  to  my  telegram  of  28th  November,  No.  2* 
arrangements  being  made  to  send  out  four  matrons,  six  doctors,  three  of  whcmi  aie 
ladies,  and  twenty  nurses,  on  the  hospital  ship  **  Simla,*'  sailing  about  I7tih  DeeembeKi 


No.  34. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  3.50  a.m.,  December  5,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

^Answered  by  No.  38.] 

4th  December.  No.  539.  Children  statistics  for  Transvaal  are  under  twelve  and 
for  Orange  River  Colony  under  fifteen. 

Li  conformity  with  your  telegram  of  9th  November,  No.  l,t  I  have  instructed 
aU  statistics  to  be  prepared  up  to  fifteen,  but  I  think  that  future  returns  should  be 
made  uniformly  on  the  twelve  years'  basis,  as  after  that  age  a  child  is  practically  for 
our  purposes  an  adult.  It  mav  take  a  little  time  before  the  fortnightly  returns  can 
be  made  up  on  the  new  methoa. 

Days  in  any  fortnight  left  uncovered  are  generally  embraced  in  next  fortnight's 
returns — ^the  returns  are  bi-monthly  rather  than  fortnightly.  But  the  system  of 
having  both  fortnightly  and  monthlv  returns  is  obviously  most  inconvenient  and  leads 
to  confusion,  as  there  must  be  overlapping.  Would  not  monthly  returns  sufl&ce?  If 
not,  then  I  suggest  abandoning  them  and  having  only  fortnightly  or  only  weekly 
returns.    The  latter  would  surely  be  best. 


No.  35. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  4  a.m.,  December  5,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

[Answered  by  No.  39.] 

4th  December.  No.  542.  Referring  to  your  telegram  No.  8  of  27th  November,! 
I  am  grateful  for  offer  of  assistance.  No  doubt  help  from  India  would  be  useful  if  we 
could  insure  its  being  of  the  right  land.  What  I  think  we  specially  want  is  two 
officers  of  good  standing  capable  of  acting  as  superintendents  of  Orange  River  Colonv 
and  Transvaal  camps  respectively  to  work  immediately  under  Goold- Adams  and 
Maxwell.  Also  it  would  be  well  if  each  of  them  could  be  accompanied  by  three 
capable  subordinates  who  might  be  useful  either  to  visit  camps  generally  or  to  take 
chai^  of  particular  camps  for  which  we  can  find  no  adequate  superintenaents  locally. 
Their  want  of  local  knowledge  wiU  of  course  be  a  great  disadvantage  but  with  tnc 
resumption  of  business  the  difficulty  of  getting  competent  men  here  is  increasii^.  It 
is  essential  that  tiie  men  should  have  not  only  technical  experience  but  the  gift  (rf 
command  and  tact,  as  they  have  to  deal  witii  a  most  difficult  and  unmanageable 
people. 
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No.  36. 

Deputy  Administrator  GOOLD-ADAMS  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  6,  1901.) 

Grovemment  Offices,  Bloemfontein, 

Orange  River  Colony, 
Sir,  November  16,  1901. 

By  special  direction  of  His  Excellency  Lord  Milnw,  I  have  the  honour  to 
forward  you  direct  the  accompanying  report  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Pratt  Yule,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Orange  River  Colony,  with  reference  to  the  existing  large 
amount  of  sickness  amongst  the  persons  collected  in  the  concentration  camps. 

Dr.  Pratt  Yule  in  his  report  deals  very  fully  with  the  several  questions  which  have 
teaded  to  increase  the  very  heavy  death  rate  which  has  unfortunately  occurred. 

There  are  one  or  two  main  points  upon  which  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks,  and 
which  have  not  been  touched  upon  by  Dr.  Yule. 

In  the  first  instance  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that,  when  selecting  the  sites  for  the 
several  camps,  the  military  exigencies  of  the  moment  had  to  be  considered  ;  the  camps 
had  to  be  placed  where  they  could  be  dominated  by  neighbouring  defence  works  ; 
the  area  set  apart  for  the  camps  had  to  be  limited,  and  once  the  sites  were  fixed 
upon  as  the  most  suitable  obtainable  fi^om  a  military  point  of  view,  it  has  naturally 
been  difficult  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  military  authorities  to  their  removal  to 
any  other.  The  fact  that  the  several  areas  set  apart  for  the  camps  were  in  each 
case  limited  has  naturally  resulted  in  the  camps  gradually  becoming  very  much 
crowded  owing  to  the  steady  flow  of  incomers.  The  result  of  this  has  been,  as 
pointed  out  by  Dr.  Yule,  that  the  sites  of  the  existing  camps  have  become  tainted, 
and  it  may  be  due  to  this  fact  that  it  has  been  found  so  difficult  to  finally  stamp 
out  the  diseases  which  have  been  so  prevalent.  Another  very  important  fiictor  which 
has  largely  prevented  the  change  of  camp  sites  has  been  the  question  of  water  supply  ; 
in  many  instances  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain  tnis  in  sufficient  quantities 
for  the  requirements  of  the  inhabitants  except  where  the  camps  were  situated. 
When  the  camps  were  first  fixed  upon  the  water  question  was  naturally  an 
important  factor  in  deciding  where  the  camp  had  to  be,  consequently  equivalent 
water  supply  in  the  near  neighbourhood  has  been  impossible  to  obtain,  and, 
where  other  difficulties  have  been  surmountable,  the  water  question  has  been 
insurmountable.  It  will  be  observed  fi-om  the  accompanying  statistics  that  the 
large  increase  of  mortality  has  only  recently  taken  place,  that  is,  during  the  past 
three  months,  or  just  at  the  time  of  the  advent  of  the  annual  rains.  This  &ct  has 
naturally  influenced  me  to  some  extent  in  not  attempting,  at  present,  the  shifting  of  any 
of  the  camps,  for  were  this  to  be  done  just  when  a  succession  of  wet  and  bad  weather 
occurred,  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  worse  than  before.  The  shifliing  of 
hospitals,  latrines,  washhouses,  storehouses,  in  addition  to  the  tents  and  temporary  houses 
erected,  must  necessarily  occuj)y  some  time,  and  I  have  had  to  consider'  whether,  under 
the  circumstances,  I  should  be  justified  in  taking  the  risk. 

Dr.  Yule  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  infant  mortality  may  to  some  extent 
be  attributed  to  the  children  being  supplied  with  improperly  cooked  food.  This,  in  many 
instances,  may  be  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  mothers  in  preparing  the  food ;  but  I 
regret  to  say  that  it  may  also  be  due  to  our  inability  in  some  camps  to  provide  sufficient 
wood  fuel.  Wood,  at  all  times  very  scarce  in  this  country,  has  been  very  nearly 
unobtainable  ;  coal  had  to  be  substituted,  and  with  the  primitive  ovens  and  cooking 
places  which  are  erected  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  camps,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  coal  is  not  a  very  suitable  fuel  to  use  in  them,  and  negligent 
mothers  may  not  take  the  necessary  precautions  to  see  that  the  ovens  are  properly  heated, 
with  the  result  that  cooking  is  not  fully  effected  and  the  food  supplied  to  their  children,  is  not 
properly  cooked.  Another  point  to  which  Dr.  Yule  also  alludes,  but  upon  which  he  scarcely 
lays  sufficient  ^atress^  and  yet  in  my  own  opinion  is  a  prime  factor  in  causing  the  heavy 
mintiUiky  amongst  very  small  dul(keB,/is  the.  very  rooted  objeotipn^^Qf  all  Bc>er. motheirs 
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to  send  their  children  into  hospitals,  this  being  especially  noticable  in  cases  of  infants 
during  the  time  the  Boer  mother  is  still  suckling  her  child,  up  to  two  years  of  age  ;  in 
these  cases  the  mothers  absolutely  refuse  to  separate  from  their  children  and  allow  them 
to  go  into  hospital,  their  natural  objection  to  hospitals  being  increased  by  the  known  very 
great  scarcity  of  milk  in  those  institutions. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  forwarding  to  you  direct  a  copy  of  the  monthly  report 
furnished  by  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Refugee  Camps  for  the  month  of  October. 

The  two  reports  sent  herewith,  that  of  Dr.  Yule  and  Captain  Trollope,  together 
with  the  few  remarks  of  my  own,  will,  1  trust,  satisfy  you  that  everything  in  our  power 
is  being  done  to  lessen  the  regrettable  heavy  death  rate  which  has  been,  and  is  at  present, 
taking  place  amongst  those  committed  to  my  care. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  late  Government  did  not  legislate  for  the  compulsory 
registration  of  births  and  deaths  in  this  country,  and  consequently  it  is  impossible  for  as 
to  furnish  you  with  any  statistics  of  the  rate  of  mortality  amongst  the  population  in  past 
years,  in  order  to  compare  with  the  present  death  rate  in  the  concentration  camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  GOOLD-ADAMS, 

Deputy  Administrator, 

Orange  River  Colony. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  36. 


Public  Health  Department,  Government  Buildings, 
Bloemfontein,  November  9,  1901. 
Sir, 

In  accordance  with  instructions,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  account  of  the  fiactcffs 
which  appear,  in  my  opinion,  important  as  causes  of  the  infantile  mortality  in  the  refugee 
camps  of  the  Orange  River  Colony. 

I  may  add  that  under  the  term  "  infantile  mortali^  "  I  have  included  children  up  to 
the  age  of  15  years.  My  reasons  for  doing  this  are  : — In  Britain,  the  infectious  diseases 
which  are  the  principal  cause  of  infantile  mortality  are  endemic,  and  every  child  is 
exposed  to  the  infection  of  such  diseases  as  measles,  whooping-cough,  chicken-pox,  scarlrt 
fever  and  diphtheria,  within  the  first  few  years  of  life.  This  does  not  apply  to  the 
children  of  the  concentration  camps,  who  come,  almost  without  exception,  fi:om  the  rural 
districts  of  the  Colony,  from  farms  and  small  hamlets  in  a  particularly  sparely  populated 
country.  These  children,  owing  to  the  lack  of  communication  between  farms,  hamlets, 
villages,  and  towns,  have  never  had  the  chance  of  contracting  any  of  the  infectious 
diseases,  and  thus  the  period  of  childhood  (from  the  point  of  view  of  having  suffered 
from  the  common  infectious  diseases)  is  greatly  extended. 

Another  point  is  that  the  diseases  answerable  for  the  numerous  deaths  among  the 
refugees  up  to  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  very  frequently  even  in  advanced  old  age,  are 
the  fertile  sources  of  the  death  rate  among  children  in  England  up  to  the  age  of  five 
years. 

I  have,  &c., 

G.  Pratt  Yulb, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Orange  River  Colony. 
His  Honour 

The  Deputy  Administrator, 

Government  Buildings,  Bloemfontein. 


I. — The  Camps. 

1.  The  sites  of  the  camps  are,  as  regards  situation,  slope,  and  general  sur&ce 
drainage,  invariably  good. 

2.  The  Terits. — The  refugees  are  almost  entirely  housed  in  tents.  The  canvas  of  the 
tents  is  in  good  condition.  The  reconmiended  number  of  occupants  per  tent  is  five,  and 
every  effort  is  made  to  reach  this  standard.  Very  fi^uently  the  nambers  per  tent  are 
greatly  in  excess  of  this,  but  these  instances  are  bang  remedied  as  quickly  as  possibte. 
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If  we  take  the  ordinary  bell  tent  as  having  a  capacity  of  650  cubic  feet,  the  air  space  per 
head  is  seen  to  be  very  small  indeed — ISO  cubic  feet  to  each  of  five  occupants.  The 
ventilation  through  the  canvas  may  practically  be  disregarded.  Impure-  air  has  a  much 
more  detrimental  effect  on  the  health  of  children  than  on  that  of  adults  under  the 
conditions  of  camp  life. 

3.  Water  Supply. — Water  supply  is  a  question  of  great  difficulty  in  some  of  the 
camps,  e.g.^  Winburg,  Kroonstad,  and  Vredefort  Koad.  The  amount  of  water  required  has 
practically  to  be  increased  daily,  and  there  is  ofl^en  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining  it 
locally.  Bore  wells  have  been  sunk  at  all  the  camps,  and  these  are  being  multiplied  as 
quickly  as  circumstances  will  allow. 

4.  Scavenging. — Scavenging  is  carried  out  very  well  in  the  majority  of  the  camps. 

5.  Latrines. — Latrines  are  clean  and  are  in  every  camp  less  evil  smelling  than  those 
of  the  majority  of  dwelling  houses  and  hotels  in  town. 

6.  The  Dietary. — The  standard  per  head  is  certainly  low,  but  both  child  and  adult 
are  on  the  same  allowance,  and  where  there  is  a  family  of  children  the  diet  scale  is  ample 
and  often  more  than  enough. 

If  there  is  no  femily  of  children,  the  dietary  must  prove  a  hardship. 

During  the  winter,  owing  to  the  general  emaciation  of  the  carcasses  supplied,  thfe 
meat  was  poor  in  quality,  but  it  was  then  impossible  to  get  good  meat.  (When  I  visitedl 
Heilbron  the  refiigees  had  their  allowance  of  ^  lb.  of  fresh  meat  daily,  while  the  town* 
residents  had  to  live  on  tinned  meats. 

The  sameness  of  the  diet  and  the  lack  of  vegetable  juices  has  been  the  cause  of  a  few 
cases  of  scurvy  ;  lime-juice  has  now  been  added  to  the  dietary,  and  vegetables  are 
becoming  more  plentiful  with  the  approach  of  summer. 

II. — Factors  in  the  Production  of  Disease. 

7.  The  population  of  the  camps  consists  by  fiu*  the  greatest  proportion  of  children 
and  old  people.  At  the  middle  period  of  life  females  predominate  considerably  in 
numbers* 

8.  Camp  life  has  proved  most  trying  at  the  extremes  of  life  (Tables  submitted 
from  a  former*  report  on  the  Bloemfontein  Camp).  Under  any  circumstances,  and  with 
any  people  (specially  chosen  or  otherwise),  life  in  camps,  stationary  for  such  long  periods 
as  has  been  the  case  with  the  refugee  camps  ttould  prove  specially  prbductive  of  dbath. 

It  is  well  known  to  military  officers  that  camping  grounds  quickly  become  foul  even 
under  the  best  circumstances,  partly  owing  to  the  high  density  of  population  per  acre  in 
camps,  and  partly  to  the  fact  tnat  in  camps  all  itfefuse,  offiil,  slopwater,  urine,  and  excreta 
have  to  be  removed  by  hand  and  cart,  and  there  is  a  very  considertible  e^caj^e  of  disuse - 
producing  matters  in  the  process. 

These  fitctors  are  particularly  applicable  to  the  refufi^ee  camps.  The  great  majority 
of  the  people  are  filthy  in  their  habits,  though  probaWy  not  to  blame  lor  this  under 
ordinary  circumstances.  They  live  fivr  apart,  there  are  no  sanitary  conveniences  of  auy 
kind  (on  the  majority  of  farms  latrines  are  unknown),  and  every  kind  of  refuse  and  slops 
is  disposed  of  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  their  houses.  They  have  naturally  introduced 
these  habits  into  the  camps.  When  the  camps  were  first  formed  it  was  extremely 
difficult  to  get  the  refugees  to  use  latrines,  they  were  unaccustomed  to  them,  and 
preferred  the  open  spaces  around  their  tents.  The  camps  had  to  be  strictly  policed  to 
prevent  this.  Though  slopWHter  receptacles  were  J)rovided,  urine  and  slopij  were  disposed 
of  at^und  the  tenf  doors,  and  this  still  continues  when  it  i.s  possible  without  oeing 
cMvght. 

Praotices  such  as  these  have  undoubtedly  proved  the  source  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  typhoid  cases,  and  these  will  certainly  greatly  increase  during  the  coming  summer 
and  autumn. 

In  t^is  poopticultf ,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  urine  of  convalescent  typhoid 
fever  pstients  (rften  contains  a  pure  culture  of  the  typhoid  germ,  which  by  methods  of 
disposal  like  the  above  becomes  blown  about  in  the  dust  of  the  campsy  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  typhoid  infection  of  the  camps  is  principally  air-borne,     i  also  think  ibaii  the 
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extraordinary  frequency  of  pneumonia  and  lung  diseases  generally  is  undoubtedly 
blameable  on  air-borne  iitfection,  due  in  some  part  to  the  increasing  pollution  of  tbe 
camping  grounds. 

Concealment  of  Disease  :   Abhorrence  of  Hospitals. 

9.  The  Dutch  have  a  rooted  objection  to  sending  their  children  to  hospital,  though 
it  must  be  patent  that  the  conditions  of  hospital  life  are  immeasurably  superior  to  th^ 
of  the  tents.  They  do  all  in  their  power  to  conceal  diseases  among  the  children  and 
relatives.  This  has  proved  a  very  fetal  policy,  and  has  been  the  means  of  spreading 
measles  and  other  infections  broadcast  among  their  fieunilies,  as  the  cubic  space  of  the 
tents  is  infinitely  small,  and  the  infected  patient  comes  into  the  most  intimate  contact 
with  every  other  occupant  of  the  tent,  both  through  the  respired  air  and  the  excretal 
discharges. 

The  concealment  of  disease  has  proved  exceedingly  fetal  in  the  case  of  diphtheria. 
If  this  disease  is  treated  by  the  antitoxin  within  the  first  two  days  after  the  onset,  every 
patient  can  be  saved,  but  the  majority  of  cases,  when  discovered,  have  proved  hopeless. 

Every  camp  now  has  its  orderlies  for  the  discovery  of  cases  of  concealed  illness. 

With  regard  to  the  subject  of  infection,  the  parents  are  very  ignorant  and  exceedingly 
careless. 

10.  Dutch  mothers  have  no  ideas  as  to  how  a  child-  ought  to  be  fed,  and  none  as  to 
how  it  ought  to  be  nursed  when  sick.  They  cook  their  food  very  badly,  and  it  is 
common  to  see  a  baby  feeding  on  meat,  heavj'^  dough  bread,  and  stewed  black  coffee. 
The  children  are  suckled  up  to  the  age  of  two  years,  so  that  it  is  impossible  in  the 
generality  of  cases  to  take  clnldren  into  hospital,  where  they  would  have  a  much  better 
chance  of  recovering  from  illness  than  in  their  homes. 

11.  There  are  rules  in  every  camp  that  the  flies  of  the  tents  must  be  raised  daily, 
but  unless  the  camp  orderly  is  constantly  in  attendance,  this  is  never  done. 

The  objection  to  ventilation  was  very  markedly  shown  when  galvanised  iron  huts 
were  erected  in  the  Bloemfontein  Camp  for  the  refugees.  In  each  of  these  huts  an 
opening  was  left  under  the  eaves  for  ventilating  purposes,  but  this  has  been  closed  up  in 
every  instance  by  sacking,  &c.,  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  cool  night  air.  In  tnese 
huts  every  available  aperture  by  which  firesh  air  might  enter  is  stopped,  and  the  windows 
are  kept  shut. 

Many  of  the  tents  are  kept  in  an  exceedingly  filthy  condition. 

Immunity. 

12.  A  very  important  factor  in  the  production  and  propagation  of  disease  is  the 
susceptibility  of  the  Afrikander  Dutch  to  almost  every  infection.  This  is  particularly 
noticeable  with  regard  to  measles.  Europeans  enjoy  a  certain  immimity  from  measles 
acquired  by  the  frequency  of  epidemics  at  home,  and  it  seems  as  if  the  Dutch  by  their 
long  sojourn  in  South  Africa  and  the  isolation  of  their  dwellings  had  practically  lost  this 
immunity.  When  measles  attacks  a  susceptible  population  it  is  one  of  the  most  fatal  of 
diseases,  and  that  the  Dutch  have  lost  that  degree  of  immunity  possessed  by  Europeans 
is  abundantly  shown  by  the  extremely  malignant  type  the  disease  assumes  in  the  camp. 
The  disease  may  possibly  be  intensified  by  the  conditions  of  camp  life,  but  the  same 
malignant  type  is  to  be  found  among  children  and  adults  newly  admitted  to  the  camps, 
having  caught  the  infection  whilst  on  commando. 

Another  proof  of  this  lies  in  the  frequency  with  which  adults  and  old  people  contract 
the  disease  and  die  of  it.  It  is  exceedingly  rare  to  see  anyone  above  sixty  years  of  age 
take  measles  at  home,  but  such  cases  are  frequent  in  the  camps.  I  have  had  a  large 
experience  in  fever  hospital  work  both  in  England  and  Scotland  :  I  have  rarely  seen  a 
person  above  twenty  years  of  age  die  of  measles,  but  deaths  of  measles  above  the  age  of 
twenty  occur  daily  in  the  camps. 

I  have  ascertained  fi^m  several  of  the  old  medical  practitioners  in  this  Colony  that 
measles  in  ordinary  times  is  always  particularly  fatal  on  the  farms,  the  deaths  including  a 
considerable  proportion  of  adults,  a  fact  abundantly  borne  out  by  refugee  camp  experience. 

The  same  susceptibility  as  shown  in  the  case  of  measles  is  manifested  in  the  frequency 
of  pneumonia. 
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Such  diseases  as  German  measles,  whooping  cough,  chicken  pox,  and  mumps 
(particularly  the  first  three)  have  run  riot  through  the  camps,  and  though  they  have  not 
proved  so  fital  as  measles,  pneumonia,  and  typhoid  fever,  yet  they  have  helped  in  great 
measure  to  heighten  the  total  deaths  by  weakening  the  patients  and  rendering  them  more 
open  to  attack  and  death  from  other  illnesses. 

Vabiations  in  Tempebatuke, 

13.  The  variation  in  the  temperature  is  a  very  important  factor  in  the  production 
both  of  disease  and  death.  In  the  camps  we  have  every  kind  of  disease-producing  germ  ; 
if  any  specific  gerfn  dies  out  it  is  speedily  re-introduced  by  an  influx  of  fresh  refugees. 
The  variation  in  the  temperature,  especially  for  children  and  old  people,  provides  the  chill 
and  the  suitable  soil  on  which  the  germs  of  disease  flourish. 

The  temperature  variations  are  much  more  marked  during  the  winter  when  tibe 
thermometer  mav  rise  80  to  90  degrees  Fahrenheit  during  the  day  and  fall  below 
30  degrees  at  night.  The  temperature  faU  between  day  and  night  has  probably  proved 
one  of  the  most  fertile  causes  of  death  in  the  camp,  as  almost  every  death  from  measles 
with  the  exception  of  the  malignant  cases  have  occurred  from  broncho  pneumonia. 

The  temperature  fall  probably  also  acts  as  an  important  determining  cause  in 
the  production  of  the  epidemic  pneumonia,  so  rife  in  the  camps. 

14.  During  epidemics  in  the  camps  the  whole  hospital  accommodation  is  utilised ; 
the  patients  have  to  be  discharged  as  soon  as  they  have  recovered,  to  admit  of  others 
being  taken  in.  The  discharged  patients  often  succumb  in  their  weakened  state  to 
other  aflfections  prevalent  in  tne  camp. 

The  State  of  Refugees  on  Admission. 

15.  Sometimes  the  refugees  are  admitted  to  the  camps  in  a  miserable  condition, 
and  this  is  particularly  the  case  if  the  women  and  children  have  been  following  the 
commandoes.  In  several  instances  they  have  been  admitted  worn  out,  half  clad,  and 
riddled  with  disease.  (In  an  instance  at  Kroonstad  one  batch  of  refugees  brought 
into  camp  eight  moribund  cases  and  three  dead  bodies.) 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  many  of  these  people  have  lost  from  one  to  four  children 
while  following  the  commandoes  in  the  fiela. 

That  the  sufferings  undergone  by  the  women  and  children  previous  to  entering 
the  camps  are  answerable  in  some  part  for  the  mortality,  was  shown  very  markedly 
in  the  Heidelberg  section  of  the  Kroonstad  Camp:  "There  is  comparatively  littie 
disease  in  the  older  sections  of  the  camp,  the  cases — ^measles — arising  chiefly  amongst 
the  last  comers,  who  are  located  in  the  Heidelberg  section,  and  especially  among  me 
women  and  children  recently  captured  who  had  been  following  the  commancbes." 
(Report  on  Kroonstad  Refugee.  Camp,  August  2nd,  1901.)  It  was  this  batch  of 
refugees  who  started  the  extremely  latal  type  of  measles  that  swept  through  the 
Kroonstad  Camp  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  Septemiber. 

16.  The  massing  together  of  such  large  niimbers  of  people,  and  especially  of 
children,  within  the  confines  of  a  camp,  is  particularly  liable  to  bring  about  the  propa- 
gation of  diseases  owing  to  the  resulting  intimate  contact  of  the  inhabitants.  Take 
for  example  the  Bloemfontein  Camp;  the  population  of  the  camp  exceeds  by  two 
thousand  the  white  population  of  the  town,  and  yet  in  the  camp  we  have  6,450  persons 
living  within  a  few  yards  of  eadh  other  (tents  twelve  yards  apart)  as  the  camp  only 
covers  a  few  acres. 

Where  you  have  such  a  large  number  of  people  spread  over  such  a  small  area  so 
that  they  come  into  most  intimate  contact  with  each  other,  it  is  futile  to  attempt  to 
stamp  out  any  epidemic  disease,  especially  diseases  of  children. 

Early  attempts  to  completely  isolate  measles  patients  and  families  in  which 
measles  had  occurred  were  useless,"  and  had  to  be  given  up.  A  child  may  be  isolated 
in  a  measles  ward  and  immediately  show  signs  of  chicKcn  pgx  or  be  foimd  to  be 
suffering  from  whooping  cough.  It  is  not  rare  for  children  to  develop  measles,  pneu- 
monia^ whooping  cough,  chicken  pox,  and  (tiphtheria  one  after  the  other  in  rapid 
succession  or  concurrently. 
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III. — Chief  Factors  causing  Death. 

Tables. 

Bloemfontein  Camp  Tables. 

I  have  included  the  tables  extracted  from  a  former  report  on  Bloemfontein  Camp. 
As  these  show  clearly  the  age  distribution  of  the  diseases,  I  think  these  may  be  taken 
as  an  average  for  the  camps. 

With  regard  to  measles,  it  is  at  once  seen  that  the  chief  incident  mortality  ftdb 
on  the  age  period  from  one  to  five  years  as  in  England.  The  maimer  in  which  ihd 
disease  appears  in  adult  life  and  old  age  is  also  shown,  but  not  demonstrated  so  clearly 
as  the  Kroonstad  mortality  tables  would  bring  out.  The  table  also  upholds,  thoum 
not  in  a  very  marked  way,  my  contention  that  measles  by  the  insusceptibility  of  the 
population  and  the  consequent  malignancy  of  type  is  an  important  factor  in  producing 
death  far  bevond  the  age  period  at  which  it  is  most  fatal  in  England,  and  that  thoi^ 
adult  life  is  fairly  free  fiom  measles  it  is  a  prominent  cause  of  death  above  forty,  taking 
the  numbers  living  at  this  age  period  into  consideration. 

The  second  table  of  the  Bloemfontein  series  shows  in  a  striking  way  the  incidence 
of  disease  and  death  during  the  first  period  of  life,  and  also  how  the  stress  of  camp 
life  has- fallen  on  the  aged.  The  large  number  of  deaths  above  the  ages  of  ei^ty  and 
ninety  is  very  striking. 

Table  II.  shows  conclusively  the  marked  incidence  of  death  on  females  at  tlie 
middle  period  of  life  (child-bearing  period).  (The  loss  of  women  at  this  age  i)wriod 
Is  a  serious  matter  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country.)  Thfe  occurs  simply 
because  there  is  an  immense  preponderance  of  women  over  men  in  the  camps  at  tnis 
age  period. 

General  Tables  1,  2,  3,  and  4. 

In  Table  I.,  I  have  given  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  each  camp  for  each  month 
under  and  above  the  age  of  fifteen.  This  table  brings  out  clearly  the  increasing  death 
rate  with  the  increase  in  numbers  of  the  camps ;  it  also  shows  the  epidemic  outbursts 
of  measles.  Every  sudden  monthly  increase  of  deaths  recorded  in  tffis  table  is  dne 
to  measles.  The  continued  h^h  death  rates,  after  measles  has  attacked  a  camp,  are 
due  to  epidemic  pneumonia. 

In  Table  III.,  I  have  taken  some  of  the  months  with  the  highest  death  averages 
from  the  various  camps  and  andysed  roughly  the  principal  causes  of  death,  ^.jf., 
Bloemfontein  Camp,  May:  measles  62,  pneumonia  24,  typhoid  fever  T3,  diarrhoea  and 
dysentery  26 ;  total  124.  Total  deaths  for  May,  141.  The  month  of  October  for  the 
Bloejnfontein  Camp  shows  how  the  diseases  pneumonia,  broncho-pneumonia,  and 
bronchitis  have  followed  in  the  wake  of  measles  outbursts  with  very  fetal  results. 

The  Brandf ort  Cmold  statistics  for  the  month  of  October  also  show  how  the  death 
rate  increases  from  measles,  and  it  seems  highlv  probable  from  past  experience  that  we 
may  expect,  during  the  present  month  and  the  next,  a  greatly  increased  death  rate 
from  lung  diseases. 

The  Types  of  Disease. 
Measles. 

A.  I  have  said  enough  above  to  show  that  the  measles  is  particularly  malign^t 
in  type,  but  I  may  add  that  the  average  type  of  measles  case  in  the  camps  is  exceed- 
ingly rarely  seen  at  home,  and  that  only  at  long  intervals.  The  disease,  as  it  occurs 
here,  seems  similar  to  what  one  has  read  as  the  type  of  disease  which  almost  depopu- 
lated the  Fiji  Islands,  and  of  which  one  or  two  outbreaks,  I  think,  occurred  after  the 
Tranco-German  War  (mortality  40  per  cent,  among  adults). 

In  many  of  the  cases  the  disease  starts  with  the  gpreatest  severity;  there  is  Je 
most  intense  constitutional  depression  and  toxaemia,  and  the  patient  succumbs, 
evidently  to  an  overdose  of  the  measles  poison. 

In  other  cases  the  disease  starts  with  almost  equal  severity,  the  ra^  appears- 
becomes  hsemorrhagic,  and  the  patient  quickly  dies. 
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Many  of  these  cases  at  the  first  glance  might  easily  be  mistaken  for  typhus  fever; 
there  ib  the  petehial  rash,  the  intense  depression,  the  furred,  dry  tongue,  the  general 
bloated  appearance,  and  injected  eyes. 

In  the  most  common  type  of  case,  the  measles  sets  in  with  a  severe  variety  of  the 
ordinary  symptoms,  the  temperatmre  falls  with  the  outcome  of  the  rash,  and  broncho- 
pnexunonia  speedily  sets  in,  and  kiUs  the  patient.  Even  another  variety  fakly  common 
m  the  camps,  is  marked  by  the  occurrence  of  an  intractable  form  of  diarrhoea,  which 
carries  the  patient  oflP.  Middle  ear  disease  is  very  common  after  measles.  Typhoid 
fever  is  another  common  sequel. 

Pneumonia. 

B.  Under  this  heading  I  have  include^l  pneumonia,  broncho-pneumonia,  and  a 
relatively  small  number  of  cases  of  bronchitis. 

Croupus-pneumonia  is  a  common  disease  of  this  climate,  and  the  area  of  its 
incidence  is  not  restricted  to  refugee  camps. 

Pneumonia  cases  were  common  in  the  camps  before  the  introduction  of  measkis, 
tut  the  type  of  pneumonia  has  now  entirely  changed  to -what  it  was  at  the  outset. 

Since  measles  became  so  rampant  in  the  camps  a  form  of  pneumonic  fever  has 
occiured,  which  is  exceedingly  infectious,  and  promises  to  carry  oflf  almost  as  many 
lives  as  measles  has  done  in  5ie  past.  I  regret  that  so  far  I  cannot  offer  anv  explana- 
tion of  the  pneumonia.  It  may  possibly  be  due  to  the  conjunction  of  the  various 
factors  of  camp  life,  depression,  mferior  cubic  space  during  sleeping  hours,  general 
insanitary  practices  arismg  from  life  in  a  camp,  and  the  increasmg  pollution  of  the 

•  camp  sites. 

In  a  great  niunber  of  cases  I  am  certain  pneiunonia  has  arisen  thus :  when  an 
epidemic  of  measles  attacks  a  camp  the  number  of  patients  greatly  outruns  the 
hospital  capacity.  It  is  impossiWe,  under  the  present  circumstances,  to  isolate  these 
patients.     (Durmg  a  visit  to  the  Kroonstad  Camp,  the  day's  sick  return  totalled  514.) 

These  patients  are  attended  by  their  own  relatives ;  broncho  pneumonia  is  the 
most  common  sequel  of  measles ;  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  patients  may  possibly 
be  immune  to  measles,  but  they  are  certainly  not  immune  to  tne  germ  causing  the 
broncho  pneumonia  of  measles,  and  under  the  trying  conditions  of  hving  in  the  same 
tent  with  possibly  one  to  four  measles  cases,  tiiey  spjeedily  contract  pneumonic  fever, 

*  often  with  fatal  results.  The  fact  that  these  pneumonia  epidemics  have  followed  on 
the  outburst  of  measles  does  not  disoountenanVje  the  above  view.  The  type  of  pneu^ 
monifi  is  very  severe,  and  quickly,  within  one  or  two  days,  overcomes  tne  vitahty  of 
the  patient;  the  depression  ensuing  on  the  pneumonia  is  very  great. 

In  many  cases  both  lungs  are  affected,  but  in  others  there  may  only  be  a  minute 
localised  patch  of  consolidation  in  one  or  other  lung,  but  the  concurrent  depression 
is  intense,  and  quickly  overcomes  the  patient. 

The  disease  as  regards  constitutional  disturbance  following  on  minute  patches  of 
pneumonic  consolidation  reminds  one  of  cases  of  apical  pneumonia  seen  at  home. 

Many  of  the  camps  seem  now  to  be  thoroughly  infected  with  whatever  germ  is 
the  cause  of  this  disease. 

TypHoro  Fever. 

C.  I  have  noted  above  various  factors  which  are  quite  enough  to  explain  the 
occurrence  of  this  disease. 

Dn'HTHBRIA. 

D.  This  disease  has  occasioned  a  considerable  number  of  deaths  in  several  of 
the  camps. 

Doubtless  the  disease  depends  for  its  origin  somewhat  on  camp  conditions,  but  I 
am  certain  that  the  Loeffler  JBacillus,  the  causative  agent,  is  propagated  by  the  fre- 
'  quent  occurrence  of  nasal  discharge  (rhinitis)  after  measles. 
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Ttie  type  is  principally  naso-{Aaryngeal;  sometimes  entirely  laryngeal.  The 
majority  of  cases  are  very  virulent,  dharacterised  by  the  intense  penetratmg  necrotic 
smell  met  with  in  worst,  type  of  home  cases.  The  4eath  rate  has  been  high,  due  to  the 
ignorance  of  the  parents  m  hiding  affected  children. 

DlABRH(EA  AND  DYSENTERY. 

£.  I  have  included  under  this  heading  all  cases  of  diarrhoea,  so  called  dysentery, 
enteritis,  and  gastoenteritis.  These  deaths  have  occurred  chiefly  among  the  children 
and  tiie  aged.    The  principal  cause  is,  I  think,  imperfectly  cooKcd  food. 

Beyond  this  there  lies  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  the  fresh  milk  so 
necessary  for  young  children.  Hospital  comforts  are  provided  in  abundance,  but 
where  young  children  are  concerned  one  might  almost  put  down  fresh  milk  as  of 
infinitely  more  value  than  everything  qjbe  for  4)ulling  them  through  debilitating  ill- 
nesses. 

Whooping  Cough. 

F.  Whooping  cough  has  been  particularly  prevalent  in  some  of  the  camps,  but 
has  not  caused  as  many  deaths  as  might  have  been  expected. 

Other  factors  in  the  production  of  death  are  the  propensities  of  refugees  for  giving 
quack  medicines.  The  sale  of  quack  medicines  in  the  camps  has  recently  been  stopped 
When  children  are  treated  in  their  own  tents  mothers  have  a  bad  habit  of  disregarding 
the  doctor^s  orders,  and  taking  the  advice  of  the  first  neighbour  who  comes  in.  This 
has  been  the  cause  of  death  in  several  cases.  I  know  of  the  case  of  a  child  who  died 
last  year  in  the  Bloemfontein  Camp  from  an  overdose  of  chlorodyne,  given  by  the 
mother  to  soothe  "  the  pain.''  I  think  the  Dutch  are  the  most  phlegmatic  race  I  ever 
came  across.  There  is  no  particular  care  taken  of  sick  children,  in  fact,  they  are,  id 
many  cases,  quite  neglected. 

It  is  possible  that  the  frequency  of  consanguineous  marriages  among  the  Dutch 
may  have  some  bearing  on  the  apparent  susceptibility  to  infective  disease. 

IV. — Orange  River  Colony  Death  Rate. 

I  regret  I  cannot.obtain  any  statistics  of  either  birth  or  death  rates  before  the  war, 
Ibut  am  absolutely  certain  that  the  death  rate  must  have  been  very  great. 

The  first  point  that  strikes  one  is  that  but  for  a  very  high  death  rate  the  popula- 
tion must  have  been  two  or  three  times  as  great  as  what  it  was  before  the  war,  con- 
sidering the  number  of  years  the  Boers  have  existed  in  this  Colony,  the  amount  of 
immigration,  and  the  large  numbers  of  their  families. 

The  Boer  family  may  range  anything  between  ten  and  under  thirty.  That  a  high 
death  rate  must  have  prevailed  among  them  during  ordinary  times  is  evident,  from 
the  conditions  under  wnich  they  lived.  The  Boer  is  as  susceptible  of  typhoid  fever  as 
the  European.  In  the  villages  and  towns  of  the  Colony,  all  the  filth,  oifal,  excreta, 
and  urine  of  the  household  goes  into  the  cesspit,  which,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  is 
situated  but  a  few  yards— often  but  a  few  feet — ^from  the  well,  the  source  of  drinking 
and  cooking  water.  For  example,  take  the  water-supply  of  Brandfort — ^in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  town  the  inhabitants  have  wells,  also  cesspits;  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
town  the  drinking  and  cooking  water  is  obtained  from  the  public  street  furrow  or 
ffutter.  As  the  water  is  aUowed  to  run  for  only  a  certain  time  daily  in  each  street 
furrow,  filth  of  every  description  collects  in  the  fuirrow  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  Orange  River  Colony  towns  do  not  concern  themselves  mudi 
about  their  water-supply.  Ctoce  while  on  a  visit  to  Brandfort,  I  traced  the  drinking 
water  along  the  furrow  to  its  source.  The  furrow  was  in  a  filthy  condition,  and! 
found  the  carcase  of  a  sheep  in  the  last  stages  of  putrefaction  damming  back  the  water 
at  one  point.  This  is  an  individual  instance,  but  the  same  lethargy  prevails  as  r^ards 
water  throughout  the  Colony.  As  long  as  water  can  be  obtained  they  care  not  what 
it  may  have  come  in  contact  with. 

Another  instance  is  found  in  Bloemfontein,  which  is  by  far  the  most  advan^ 
town  of  the  Colony.  Cesspits  were  abolished  only  after  Lord  Rdberts'  entry.  The 
public  wells,  situated  in  and  draining  the  public  streets,  were  closed  by  nay  su^gestyn 
early  in  the  present  year.  During  the  Spring  there  was  no  case  of  typhoid  notified  for 
a  period  of  about  six  weeks.    This  had  not  occurred  for  years. 
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Blosmfontein  Typhoid  Death  Bate. 

Notifications  115,  recorded  deaths  26,  i.e.y  21.73  per  cent. 
Deatlis  from  typoid  fever  in — 

1896  equalled  24.5  per  cent,  of  total  deatlis. 

1897  equalled  16.2  per  cent,  of  total  deaths. 

1898  equalled  16.6  per  cent,  of  total  deaths. 
1900  equalled  19.8  per  cent,  of  total  deaths. 

The  death  rate  of  Bloemfontein  for  the  year  1900  was  26.8  per  thousand  (exclu» 
sive  of  natives).  I  have  excluded  the  deaths  of  inhabitants  foreign  to  the  town. 
There  is  no  system  of  death  registration  in  the  town,  and  it  is  extremely  probable  that 
many  deaths  have  not  been  recorded. 

The  death  rate  among  the  baptised  Christian  natives  of  the  location — ^from  death 
records  obtained  from  the  native  ministers — ^works  out  at  46  per  thousand.  There 
are  probably  at  least  1,000-1,5Q0  natives  in  the  location  who  do  (?  not)  attend  any 
church.    This  would  increase  the  death  rate  from  40  to  between  60  and  70  per  1,000. 

G.  Pratt  Yule, 

Medical  Ofl&cer  of  Health, 

Orange  River  Colony. 


Population  in  bach  Camp  at  end  of  bach  Month. 


Bloemfontein. 

Bethnlie. 

Heilbron. 

Brandfort. 

Springfonteln. 

May          

1,297 

— 

— 

— 

— 

June          ..J       

4,753 

— 

— 

— 

— 

July          

5,118 

4,280 

2,364 

1,865 

2,645 

AagaBt      

6,586 

4,767 

2,799 

3,404 

2,893 

September           

6,429 

4,811 

3,391 

3,867 

2,693 

October 

6,424 

4,771 

3,063 

3,555 

2,849 

KrooB0tad. 

AliwBlKorih. 

VredefortRoikd. 

Kimberley. 

Hurismitk. 

Jnly          

3,855 

4,451 

1,421 

3.613 

927 

August     

3,326  , 

4,437 

1,714 

3,701 

1,134 

September 

3,405 

4,651 

1,911 

3,739 

1,304 

October 

3,674 

4,712 

2,110 

3,767 , 

1,596 

July 

August  ... 
September 
October  ... 


Winborg.      I  Noml's  Pont. 


2,216 
2,624 
3,268 
3,144 


3,391 
3,215 
3,284 
3,294 


Otange  River. 


1,507 
1,522 
1,500 
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Table  I. 

— Rbfugb  Camps.- 

-Total  deaths  during  each  month,  1901. 

Bloemfoiiteiii. 

B^low.         Abore 
18.               U, 

BeUwlie. 

Below.         Abore 
15.       I        15. 

HeaUcoB. 

BdoT.        Above 
15.              15. 

BaaaiM. 
Bdov.         Abon 

January       

... 

15 

4 

— 

— 

4 

3 

— 

1 

February     

... 

9      • 

11 

— 

— 

5 

3 

2 

1 

March          

... 

17 

10 

— 

— 

5 

1 

6 

2 

April           

... 

42 

21 

1 

— 

2 

2 

3 

4 

May 

... 

105 

63 

7 

— 

3 

1 

2 

5 

June 

101 

53 

6 

3 

3 

12 

6 

5 

July 

•• 

79 

23 

21 

10 

10 

12 

7 

6 

AnguBt        

... 

80 

16 

129 

*6      . 

11 

12 

14 

8 

September  ... 

•• 

89 

18 

187 

49 

129 

15 

109 

29 

October       

- 

177 

27 

121 

33 

212 

26 

345 

27 

Springfonteiii. 

All  wal  North. 

TifdefortBouL 

Below. 
15. 

Above 
15. 

Below. 
15. 

Above 
15. 

Bdow. 
15. 

Above 
16. 

B^w. 
16. 

Above 

15. 

January       

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

—                ' 

February     

— 

i 

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

March          

2 

— 

,      34 

16 

2 

1 

— 

April           

1 

2 

32 

7 

5 

3 

3 

3 

May 

28 

9 

29 

12 

7 

6 

7 

12 

June  •••        ••• 

19 

23 

34 

13 

21 

12 

6 

12 

July 

82 

19 

122 

35 

46 

17 

6 

8 

August        

38 

14 

270 

56 

187 

22 

17 

4 

September 

19 

14 

144 

27 

31 

10 

83 

18 

October       

100 

!      14 

79 

14 

!      16 

3 

77 

1* 

Kimberley. 

Hsrrinnith. 

Winbnrg. 

Norvmlapont 

Below 
16. 

Above 
16. 

Below 
15. 

Above 
15. 

• 

Below 
15. 

Above 
16. 

Bdow 
16. 

Above 
1.^. 

January       

.. 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

5 

1 

February     

... 

1 

2 

— 

4 

10 

4 

March          

* 

6 

3 

— 

2 

1 

8 

3 

April            

3 

1 

1 

1 

» 

2 

4 

1 

May 

11 

2 

— 

— 

10 

4 

9 

3 

June 

■» 

15 

2 

— 

1 

5 

5 

19 

16 

July 

52 

11 

2 

1 

12 

1 

43 

17 

August        

... 

135 

25 

i  *  ; 

1 

13 

5 

40 

10 

September 

»•• 

18 

5 

;    1 

1                           ; 

1 

25 

5 

46 

8 

October       

•• 

35 

10 

5 

— 

60 

12 

46 

6 
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Orange  River. 

Totel  deaths  in  oampa  from  abOTe. 

Under  16. 

Over  16. 

OhIMim. 

Adnlta. 

TotaL 

January    ..         

— 

— 

28 

12 

40 

February 

— 

— 

37 

25 

62 

Ifarch       ...        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

86 

33 

119 

April         

— 

— 

102 

53 

155 

May          

^" 

— 

218 

117 

335 

June         ...        •••        •••        ••• 

^ 

238 

157 

395 

July         

•  — 

482 

160 

642 

August 

6 

1 

944 

220 

1,164 

September           

13 

4 

924 

203 

1,127 

October 

46 

9 

1.319 

195 

1,514 

Total        

4,378 

1,175 

5,553 

Tablb  I.—Blobmfonthin.— Deaths  from  most  Common  Diseases,  Mat  to  June  22nd. 

Age  and  Sex  Distribution. 


Meaalee. 

Beepixatory  Diseases. 

Typhoid. 

Dysentery  Diarrhoea. 

Males. 

Females. 

Hales. 

Females. 

Hales. 

Females. 

Hales. 

Femalea. 

Under  1  year          

2 

5 

6 

2 

1 

— 

4 

2 

1  to  5  years 

30 

25 

9 

17 

1 

1 

8 

5 

5  to  10  years           

8 

6 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

10  to  15  years        

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

15  to  20  years         

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

3 

1 

1 

20  to  40  years         

1 

3 

— 

2 

1 

5 

— 

1 

Above  40  years       

1 

3 

7 

11 

4 

3 

— 

2 

Total  each  sex 

43 

44 

25 

40 

14 

17 

17 

15 

Total  both  sexes 

87 

65 

31 

32 

Table  2.— Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  Different  Age  Periods,  March  to  June  22nd. 


Under  90  years. 


Males.  Females. 


124 


140 


Total  264 


20  to  40  years. 


Males. 


Females. 


30 


Total  36 


Above  40  years. 


Males. 


23 


Females. 


26 


Total  49 


Grand  total  349 


1.  Measles. — ^The  complication  broncho-pneumonia  if  answerable  for  almost  every  death  from 
measles. 

2.  Bespiratory  Diseases. — Pneumonia  and  bronchitis  have  proved  extremely  fatal,  the  former 
claiming  by  far  the  greater  number  of  deaths. 

3.  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. — ^The  deaths  have  occurred  chiefly  among  children. 

4  Typhoid  Fever. — ^With  the  exception  of  pneumonia  this  is  the  most  &tal  disease  to  adults. 
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Under  the  best  circumstanceB  measles  is  one  of  the  mos(  fatal  diseases  to  ohildien; 
and  the  conditions  of  camp  life  render  the  successful  treatment  of  t£is  disease  par- 
ticularly difficult,  especially  with  respect  to  wardiog  off  lung  complications  which  aie 
the  chief  cause  of  death.  The  disease  has  undoubtedly  been  fostered  by  the  careless- 
ness and  ignorance  of  parents  and  relatives,  who  do  all  in  their  power  to  conceal  fresh 
cases  among  the  chilcuren,  though  it  must  be  pateq^  that  the  conditions  of  hospital 
life  in  the  camp  are  y^ry  much  more  in  favour  of  the  patients  than  those  of  the  tents 
or  the  one-roomed  houses  of  the  huts.  This  concealm^it  of  measles  patients  must 
undoubtedlv  have  led  to  the  multip^lication  of  the  cases  as  ^e  available  air  space  of 
the  tents,  &c.,  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  number  of  occupants  and  there  is  a 
general  huddling  together  during  sleep  for  the  sake  of  warmth.  The  fre4:juenc7  erf 
cases  of  pnemnonia  throughout  the  camp  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  predisposing  efirects 
of  the  cold  weather  in  conjunction  with  the  vitiated  atmosphere  produced  by  closing  up 
every  available  means  of  ventilation  in  the  tents  and  huts.  In  several  instances  deatn 
has  been  accelerated,  sometimes  directly  brought  about,  by  a  wilful  disregard  of  the 
doctor's  orders,  the  relatives  dosing  the  patients  when  not  in  the  hospital  with  various 
concoctions  of  their  own  fancy. 


CmsF  Causbs  of  Dbath. 


1 

1     Measles. 

Pneamonis 

Broncho- 

Pnenmonu. 

Typhoid 
Fever, 

Diphtherut. 

DiarrhoB* 
Dysentery. 

Whoopiofr 
Coagb. 

Bloemfontein — 

May 

62 

24 

13 

— 

25 

«ltiii6 ...        ••»        ...        ••• 

25 

48 

26 

10 

8 

— 

October        

18 

79 

19 

4 

44 

Bethnlie— 
Aagnst 

148  ■ 

14 

13 

_ 

^_ 

September 

157 

41 

20 



— 

October        

20 

72 

24 

3 

12 



Kpoonstad— 

July  •••        ...        ... 

71 

68 

2 

5 

2 

— 

August          

163 

144 

4 

— 

— 

— 

September 

39 

105 

6 

2 

1 

9 

October        

U 

35 

— 

40 

— 

Heilbron— 

September 

83 

47 

3 

8 

October        

141 

53 

15 

— 

12 

— 

Brandfort — 

September 

68 

45 

— 



13 

8 

October        

273 

32 

— 

23 

— 

— 
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Pbbcbntagb  Dbath-ratbs. 


Miij.' 

June,     t 

July. 

Angwb 

September. 

Ootober.     . 

AUwal  North      ... 

...        ... 

— 

— 

1-4 

4-7 

•8 

•4 

Bloemfontein      ... 

...        ... 

Ill 

3-3 

1-9 

1-4 

1-6 

3-1 

Brandfort 



— 

— 

•6 

•6 

3-5 

10-4 

Bethnlie 

...        ... 

— 

— 

•7 

3-6 

4-9 

3-2 

Heilbron 

.«•        ••• 

— 

— 

•9 

•8 

4-2 

7.7 

HarrisDiith 

...        ... 

— 

— 

•3 

•4 

•1 

•3 

Erooii8tad 

...                    a*. 

— 

— 

4-7 

9-8 

5-2 

2-5 

...                   ... 

—  • 

— 

1-7 

4-3 

1-4 

1-1 

NorvaFB  Pont 

.••                   ... 

— 

— 

1-7 

1-5 

1-6 

1-5      , 

Bpringt^t4M^  <".:.'' 

'■7..11  ■:^h': 

'■•■-^  ' 

'  •  —  ' 

3-8" 

1-8 

'      M 

Hi 

Vredef ort  Road  ... 

— 

— 

•9    - 

^      13 

6-2 

3-8      / 

Winli'ttrg/.:.      ".-. 

* — 

— 

1-7  • 

•6 

•4 

2-2 

OrangA iRkv^. .    .... 

.  ..';  ^  ,:  .••. 

r  ^'   • 

•  •—     • 

•      ■— 

-  ■      '4  ■ 

M 

3-6 

Enclosure  2  in  No.  36. 

Government  Offices,  Bloemfontein,  Orange  River  Colony, 
Sir,  November  8,  IdOl. 

I  HAVB  the  bionour  to  submit  this,  my  monthly  report  on  Refugee  Camps,  for 
the  month  ending  31st  October,  1901,  with  a  view  to  same  being  submitted  to  the 
"High  Commissioner  and  General  Conmianding-in-Chief . 

(1)^ .  Distribution  of  Camps. — ^No  additional  camps  have  been  formed  during  the 
last  month. 

I  visfted  the  newly-formed  camp  at  Orange  River  on  31st  of  last  month,  and  am 
glad  to  report  that  everything  is  now  in  thorough  order,  mcluding  the  soup-kitchen, 
and  the  disinfection  of  hospital  linen  by  boiling  the  same. 

A  list  of  camps  giving  distribution  at  each  place,  together  with  the  reserve  accom- 
modation, is  shown  under. 

Return  op  Strength  on  31st  op  October,  1901. 


Gamp. 

Men. 

Women. 

Childien. 

ToteL 

Reserre 
AOOonnnociAuloti, 

Aliwal  North      

724 

1,621 

2,391 

4,736 

Nil 

Bloemfontein      

793 

1,871 

3,762 

6,426 

Nil 

Brandfort            

450 

1,288 

2,122 

3,860 

Nil 

Bethulie 

451 

1,598 

2,646 

4,695 

Nil 

Heilbron 

396 

955 

1,727 

3,078 

200 

Harrismith 

131 

525 

940 

1,596 

50 

Kroonstad            

536 

1,160 

1,967 

3,663 

Nil 

Kromelleboog     ... 

3 

2 

4 

9 

— 

Carried  forward 

3,484 

9,020 

15,559 

28,063 

250 

10440 
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Hen. 

Woman. 

Ohildzen. 

Toteli. 

BcMrre 

Brought  forward 

3,484 

9,020 

15,559 

28,063 

250 

Eimberley          

559 

1,089 

1,993 

3,641 

NU 

Ladybrand          

95 

218 

465 

778 

— 

Norral'B  Pont     

546 

1,077 

1,681 

3,304 

25 

Springfoutein     

400 

933 

1,522 

2.855 

KU 

Vredefort  Road 

250 

656 

1,112 

2,018 

20 

Winburg 

434 

987 

1,724 

3,145 

NU 

Orange  River      

138 

491 

873 

1,502 

NU 

Totals        

5,906 

14,471 

24,929 

45,306 

295 

(2)  Medical  Officers  and  Hospital  Staff. — ^The  distribution  of  Medical  Officers 
and  Hospital  Staff  is  the  same  as  shown  in  my  report  for  the  month  endii^  Slat  August 
with  the  following  exceptions : — 

At  Bethulie  Dr.  Wohlers  and  Dr.  McKenzie  have  left  and  Dr.  Hime  has  heen 
appointed  to  that  place.  At  Bloemfontein  Dr.  Peare  relieved  Dr.  Ralston,  who  wai 
transferred  to  Brandfort,  and  who  was  retransferred  to  Springfontein,  being  relieved 
by  Dr.  Barrett. 

At  Heilb'ron  two  additional  Medical  Officers  have  been  appointed,  Drs.  Haydon 
and  Boss. 

At  Springfontein  Dr.  Ralston,  vice  Dr.  Stewart,  who  was  sent  to  Bethtdie,  lien- 
tenant  Wubond,  R.A.M.C.,  appointed  temporarily  during  the  sickness  of  Dr.  Straghan. 

At  Vredefort  Road,  Dr.  Monckton,  vice  Dr.  Reynolds,  resigned. 

(3)  Death  Rate. — ^Unfortunately  there  has  been  a  very  considerable  increase  on 
last  month's  figures,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the  outbreak  of  measles  in  a  very 
virulent,  form  in  the  two  camps,  Heilbron  and  Brandfort. 

Broncho  pneumonia,  the  after  effects  of  measles,  is  still  rife  in  nearly  all  camps. 
Statistics  show  an  increase  of  131.143  per  mille  per  anniun. 
The  statistics  showing  the  distribution  of  deaths  from  die  1st  to  the  31st  October 
will  be  found  as  under: — 


Gamp. 


Aliwal  North 

Bloemfontein 

Brandfort 

Bethulie 

Heilbron 

Harrismith 

EroonBtad 

Kimberley 

Norval*B  Pont 

Springfontein 

Vredefort  Road 

Winburg 

Orange  River... 


Totals 


Number  of  Deaths. 


43 
204 
372 
154 
238 
3 

93 
42 
65 
114 
67 
71 
54 
1,520 


Popnlatioii. 


4,736 
6,426 
3,860 
4,695 
3,078 
1,596 
3,663 
3,641 
3,304 
2,855 
2,018 
3,145 
1,502 
44,519 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google, 


125 
The  total  average  for  the  month  of  October  was  403.803  per  mille  per  annuiL 

Of  the  above  total  deaths  during  the  month  measles  accomited  for  ^378  deaths 
and  pneumonia  511  deaths. 

The  number  of  men  who  died  during  the  month  was  58,  the  number  of  women  183, 
children  873,  infants  456. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  mortalitv  among  dhildren  was  very  great,  but  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  the  proportion  of  children  to  adults  in  all  camps  is  naturally 
very  great,  owing  to  the  small  proportion  of  adult  males,  "  vide  page  2.** 

(a)  This  enormous  death  rate  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  to  the  following  causes: — 

The  steady  flow  of  new-oomers  into  all  camps,  who  almost  invariably  are  in  a 
deplorable  condition  when  brought  in  by  columns,  many  being  scantily  clad,  half 
stuved,  and  with  disease  amongst  them,  and  consequently  re-introduce  these  illnesses 
and  so  prevent  their  being  eradicated.  As  an  illustration  of  this,  I  herewith  quote  an 
extract  from  a  report  made  by  Dr.  van  de  Wall,  Senior  Medical  Officer  of  the  Kroon- 
stad  Refugee  Camp,  and  who  was.  during  the  early  part  of  the  war  a  Medical  Officer 
with  the  liters,  and  who,  therefore,  is  not  likely  to  nave  given  an  exaggerated  opinion. 
•*  During  the  last  two  months  the  number  of  refugees  in  tEs  camp  has  been  more  than 
'doubled — ^mostly  by  refugees  taken  by  the  various  colimins  that  have  Been  clearing 
the  country;  the  sickness  and  mortality  is  almost  solely  among  these. 

"  We  have  heite  one  section  of  the  camp  populated  by  about  800  refugees,  who 
were  captured  in  laager  at  Graspan,  near  Vreede,  about  two  months  ago.  The  health 
of  this  section  is  extremely  bad.  These  people  come  into  camp  ladened  with  disease 
and  worn  out  in  constitution  from  constantly  moving  about  in  order  to  get  out  of  the 
way  of  "the  colunms.  I  find  that  all  diseases  rampant  amongst  them  now,  were  in 
evidence  amongst  them  when  they  came  in. 

"Amongst  the  other  diseases,  they  brought  in  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria; 
diseases  of  T^ich  the  camp  was  clear  when  they  came  in. 

"  They  also  brought  in  with  them  a  very  malignant  type  of  measles,  which  has 
spread  like  wild-fire;  to  this  disease  is  due  the  ^eat  increase  in  deaths.  This  form 
of  measles  closely  resembles  typhus  fever,  and  is  very  deadly.  The  malignancy  of 
this  disease  is  due  to  the  fact  tiiat  the  constitutions  of  these  refugees  were  altogether 
tun  down  by  privations  and  want,  which  makes  them  unable  to  resist  the  disease. 

"  On  enquiring  from  them  I  find  that  their  health  in  the  laager  was  very  bad 
before  they  were  taken,  many  families  having  lost  friends  and  relatives.  In  conclu- 
sion, I  wish  to  point  out  that  the  cause  of  mortality  was  introduced  from  outside,  and 
is  not  due  to  existing  circumstances  in  this  camp." 

(b)  The  present  season  has  been  phenomenal  and  most  unusual.  Great  changes 
of  weather  and  temperature  have  been  experienced  during  tiie  past  month,  some  days 
have  been  intensely  hot  and  others  exceedingly  cold,  accompanied  by  storms  of  rain, 
some  lasting  continuously  for  twelve  hours,  and  in  all  probability  these  changes  have 
materially  ^ded  to  the  deaths  from  broncho-pneumonia.  Though  the  death  rate  has 
been,  in  our  opinion,  exceedingly  high,  yet  as  far  as  one  can  gather  from  the  Boers 
themselves,  they  do  not  seem  to  consider  it  aibnormal. 

107  births  occurred  during  the  month. 

A  table  showing  the  weekly  nimiber  of  sick  in  hospitals  in  each  camp,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  among  same  will  be  foimd  as  imder : — 
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NUMBBR  OF  PaTIBHTS  IN  HOSPITAL. 


Camp. 


iBt'to  Ttlu 


FatientB. 


Deaths. 


Sthto-litli. 


Pali«iitii. 


Aliwal  North 
BttfemfoBtem.      .4^,  • 
Brandfort  ••• 
Beihnlie    ^^1     .««• ,.     , 
EUiFbron    ••• 

Harrismith 

KrooBBtad  .k;>j  \  ^.*^->u^ 

Eimberlej 

Norval'ft  Pont.'    ..*.. 
Sprlngf bntein. .     ..'1 
Vredefort  Road     .*^ 
Winbni:g    — 

Orange  River      

Totals 


•••         ••• 


'  r     •■;•••     1  *  r\ 


.'-    ■  .1. 


20 

174 

128 

i» 

21 

13 

113 

49 

60 

69 

38 

27 

21 


791 


3 

6 

17 

10 

1 


1 
7 


52 


23 

163;  . 
156 

68,.. 

15 

10 
128  ' 

38 

42 

80 

45 

34 

30 


832 


2 
15 
31 
10 

1 

11 

7 
■  3       1 
.  8   , 

2 
4 


94 


Number  of  Patibnts  iv  Hospital. 


leth  to  2Ist 

21gtto31sfe. 

Camp. 

Patients. 

Deaths. 

Patients. 

Deaths. 

Aliwal  North      

Bloemfontein     

Brandfort 

Bethalie 

Heilbron  ...        

Ebrrismith 

Kroonstad            

Kiniiberley           

Nerval's  Pont      

Springfontein      

Vredefort  Road 

Winburg 

Orange  River      

25 

164 

232 

71 

25 

17 

130 

39 

59 

70 

47 

37 

35 

1 

16 

38 

9 

1 

15 
5 

6 
8 
5 

1 
6 

29 

153 

261 

97 

62 

18 

135 

33 

68 

97 

58 

44 

43 

2 
22 
62 
19 
12 

9 
3 
10 
9 
7 
2 
3 

Totals 

951 

111 

998 

160 

The  actual  number  of  cases  treated  as  above  were — ^males  200,  females  595,  children  1,459 ; 
total  2,254,  of  which  there  died— 35  males,  72  females,  310  children  ;  total  417. 
In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  were  treated  in  camps — 


Males 

Females 

Children 


Total 


1,103 

3,018 

12,751 

16,872 


Total  treated 


of  which  there  died— 

Males  

Females      

Children     


Total 


23 

61 
1,019 

I403 


19 126      Deaths 
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Of  the  2,254  cases,  shown  as  aibove,  txeated  in  hospitals,  the  camps  at  Bloem- 
fontein,  Brandfort)  Bethulie,  and  Kroonstad  account  for  of  themselves  1^253,  and  of 
the  4irdeaths  there  were  293. 

Basing  our  calculations  on  above,  we  gather  that  to  provide  hospital  accommo- 
dation for  the  whole  of  the  sick  it  would  necessitate  almost  an  average  of  over  1,400 
beds  per  camp. 

I  consider  that  the  hospital  accommodation  which  is  provided,  as  ia  shown  by  the 
capability  of  the  four  camps  at  Bloemfonteia,  Brandfort,  Bethulie,  and  Kroonstad  to 
aocommodate  1,253  for  the  month,  proves  that  within  reason  the  present  accommoda- 
tion should  suffice,  but  to  meet  the  fearful  sickness,  which  is  shown  to  have  taken 
place,  it  would  necessitate  hospital  accommodation  beyond  that  which  could  possibly 
oe  provided. 

(4)  Sanitation. — Sanitation  is  now  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  state  in  all  camps. 
Sufficient  latrine  accommodation  has  been  provided  to  cover  the  wants  of  the  refugees, 
and  the  greatest  vigilance  is  enacted  that  nothing  detrimental  to  the  good  healw  of 
the  camp  is  done. 

(5)  Health. — The  general  state  of  health  ia  cami)s  is  very  bad,  and  there  is,  I 
regret  to  report,  a  big  iacrease  on  last  month's  figures,  chiefly  owing  to  the  very  virulent 
outbreak  of  measles  at  Brandfort  and  Heilbron.  I  cannot  reasonably  hope  for  any 
substantial  decrease  iQ.the  death  rate  until  measles  has  been  entirely  stamped  out  of 
all  the  camps,  which  will  be  a  very  difficult  matter,  owing  to  the  practical  impossibility 
of  preventing  infection  spreading.  There  have  jbeen  a  good  many  deaths  from  pneu- 
monia during  the  n\onth,  which  I  thiok  will  entirely  die  out  now  that  the  summer  is 
approaching.  The  greatest  precautions  are  being  taken  to  prevent  an  epidemic  of 
enteric  fever  from  breaking  out.  The  pressure  on  both  Medical  Officers  and  nurses 
is  very  great,  aftd  they  are  standing  the  strain  exceedingly  well,  everything  possible 
being  done  for  their  comfort.  The  &  additional  nurses  ordered  from  England  are  now 
commenciug  to  arrive. 

(6)  No  additional  reports  or  returns  have  been  called  for  since  my  report  for  the 
month  of  September  was  submitted. 

(7)  Financial. — ^The  nett  expenditure  during  October  was  £62,142  lis.,  making 
the  total  expenditure  to  31st  October,  1901  (taking  into  account  the  destitute 
clothing  account  and  stock  accoimt)  £338,120  18s.  5d.  The  average  number  in  camp 
during  October  was  45,504,  at  an  average  daily  cost  per  person  of  10§d. 

(8)  Spiritual. — ^The  foUowiujg  changes  have  been  made  during  the  month  on 
'the  staff  of  Dutch  Reformed  Ministers.  At  Brandfort  t^e  Reverend  J.  F.  A.  do 
"Villiers,  vice  Reverend  Pienaar  resigned. 

At  Nervals  Pont  the  Reverend  H.  Gonin,  vice  F.  v.  d.  Merwe  resigned. 

The  vacancy  at  Vredefort  Road  is  being  taken  by  the  Reverend  J.  Horak,  from 
1st  November. 

The  vacancy  at  Wiuburg  by  the  Reverend  Z.  J.  van  Wijk,  and  the  vacancy  at 
Orange  River  by  Reverend  S.  J.  Cilliers.  The  only  camp  that  is  not  provided  with  a 
Dutch  Reformed  Minister  is  Heilbron,  and  steps  are  being  taken  in  the  matter  by  the 
Reverend  Robertson,  who,  I  am  sure,  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  help  me. 

(9)  Fuel  and  transport. — ^There  is  a  great  improvement  in  these  brancheSt 
chiefly  owing  to  the  active  co-operation  of  the  Army  Service  Corps. 

(10)  Clothing.— The  sum  of  £1,223  19s.  6d.  has  been  spent  on  clothing,  and 
1,124  blankets  have  been  issued  to  persons  in  the  camp  during  October. 

(11)  Sho^s. — Shops  are  still  experiencing  great  diflaoulties  in  obtaining  supplies, 
owing  to  the  difl&culty  in  obtaining  the  necessary  truck  accommodation.  However,  I 
trust  more  truck  space  will  shortly  be  allotted,  when  matters  will  be  on  a  more  satis- 
factory basis. 

(12)  Supplies. — The  excellent  cjuality  of  the  supplies  has  not  ia  any  way  de- 
teriorated, and  the  greatest  satisfaction  is  evinced  by  both  the  Superintendents  and 
refugees  in  the  suppnes  issued.  An  extra  ration  of  ^  lb:  rice  per  week  is  now  issued, 
as  recommended  by  the  Ladies'  Commission,  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the  refugees. 
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The  veldt  now  is  in  splendid  oondition,  on  account  of  the  fine  rains  we  have  had, 
and  there  is  bound  to  be  a  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  animals. 

(13)  General. — ^In  many  camps  houses,  made  of  sun-dried  bricks,  are  erected,  and 
being  erected,  and  I  hope  by  the  end  of  January  to  have  a  large  majority  of  the  popu- 
lation under  roofs,  as  tents  are  fast  wearing  out,  and  no  more  are  procurable  in  Uie 
country. 

A  cable  has  been  sent  to  England  for  500  bell  tents  and  50  marquees. 

I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  Gostling,  Superiatendent  of  the  Springfontein 
Refugee  Camp,  wno  died  on  the  16th  of  last  month.  Over  700  refugees  attended  the 
funeral,  which  was  an  eloquent  testimony  of  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held  in  the 
camp  by  the  Boer  population.  No  persons  under  16  years  of  age  were  allowed  to 
attend.  I  accompanied  His  Honour  the  Deputy  Administrator  on  his  visits  to  the 
camps  at  Kimberley  and  Orange  Biver  on  the  29th  and  31st  ultimo. 

Orange  Biver  Camp  was  found  to  be  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency,  but  I  cannot 
consider  Kimberley  tJie  same ;  this  is  due  to  the  sandy  soil  and  f eairul  dust  stonns 
that  are  experienced  in  the  latter  place. 

(14)  The  Ladies'  Commission  visited  and  reported  on  the  following  camps  under 
the  Orange  Biver  Colony  Administration  during  the  past  month: — 

HeUbron,  on  the  22nd. 
Winburg,  on  the  29th. 
Brandfort,  on  the  29th. 
Kroonstad,  on  the  24th. 
Vredefort  Road,  on 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  G.  Trollope, 

Captain, 

Chief  Superintendent  Refugee  Camps,  Orange  River  Colony. 

The  Secretary, 

Orange  River  Colony  Administration, 
Bloemfontein. 


No.  37. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  5  p.m.,  December  9,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

December  9.  No.  4.  Referring  to  your  tele^am  No.  531  of  December  1,*  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  arrangements  which  you  have  made  are  in  the  right  direction,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to  ensure  that  new  camps  will  be  placed 
on  well-chosen  sitco  <md  administered  under  the  most  fiivourable  conditions  possible.  01 
course  you  will  not  spare  any  necessary  expense  or  hesitate  on  that  account  to  reduce 
still  further  the  size  of  the  camps. 

Organization  should  be  equal  to  securing  daily  visit  to  every  tent  and  there  should 
be  sufficient  nurses  and  doctors  to  allow  for  margin  for  sudden  pressure,  e.g.^  such  as 
according  to  reports  just  received  appears  to  have  occurred  in  September  at  Mafeking. 


•  No.  32. 
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No.  38. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  5.40  p.m.  December  9,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

December  9.      No.    6.      Referring  to    your    telegram,   No.   539.*     Send   retuma 
monthly. 

I  agree  that  children's  limit  of  age  should  be  twelve. 


No.  39. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  4.50  p.m.,  December  11,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

Decwaaber  11.    No.  4.    Refeiring  to  your  telegram  of  DecMiber  4,  No.  542.t 
I  am  in  communication  with  India  Office  on  the  subject. 

•  No.  34.  t  No.  85. 
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December  20 


December  20 


Observes  that  reference  has  been  made 
in  medical  reports  to  the  deficiency 
of  fresh  milk,  and  enquires  whether* 
a  certain  number  of  milch  cows  cap- 
tured by  the  military  cimnot  be 
attached  to  each  camp. 

Transmits  reply  of  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  No.  1,  and  confirms  his 
statement  as  to  the  difficulty  ex- 
perienced in  obtaining  milk. 

Encloses  correspondence  


Reports  what  is  being  done  for  improv- 
ing the  sanitary  and  general  condition 
of  the  camp  at  Merebank. 

Encloses  a  memorandum  by  Dr.  Gregory, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Cape 
Colony,  on  infantile  mortality  in 
Cape  Colony,  with  tables  of  statistics. 

Suggests  the  formation  of  an  ^'  observa- 
tion camp  '*  for  the  reception  of  new 
arrivals,  who  appear  to  bring  a  very 
large  proportion  of  disease  with  them. 

Notifies  departure  on  20th  December  of 
doctors,  nurses,  and  matrons. 


—         November  29     Transmits  further  correspondence 
(Rec.  Dec.  23.) 


;  November  29 
I  (Rec.  Dec.  23.) 


Telegraml  December  23 
598.      I  (Rec.  Dec.  24.) 

I 
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(Rec.  Dec.  28 


December  6 
(Rec.  Dec.  28.) 


To  Lord  Milner 


Telegram]  December  28 
3.       I 

I 
I 


ForwardH  a  Minute  from  the  Military 
Governor,  Pretoria,  enclosing  the 
returns  of  the  Transvail  Camps  for 
October,  1901. 

Reports  that  the  suggestion  made  in 
No.  6  has  been  in  practice  some  time, 
and  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
has  promised  that,  if  possible,  no 
more  new  arrivals  shall  be  brought  in. 

Transmits  further  correspondence 


Transmits  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Schalk  Burger  and  Mr.  Reitz  to  Lord 
Salisbury,  complaining  of  the  treat- 
ment of  women  and  children  in  the 
camps,  and  of  his  reply  expressing 
willingness  to  hand  over  to  Mr.  Burger 
such  as  are  willing  to  leave,  and  com- 
ments on  the  correspondence. 

Suggests  that,  as  a  means  of  thinning 
out  the  camps,  some  of  the  women 
and  children  might  be  boarded  out  i 
in  Cape  Colony. 
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January  9 


January  10 
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January  11 


January  13 
(Rec.  Jan.  14.) 


January  14 


January  14 


Subject.  Pai^e. 


Submits  his  views  on  above  proposal ...     124 


Informs  him  that  the  Indian  Govern-    124 
ment  is  willing  to  send  the  officers 
required  for  supervision  of  the  camps. 

Transmits  further  correspondence       ...     124 


Forwards    a    report    by    the    General  ]  129 
Superintendent    of    Burgher    Camps  ' 
in  Natal  for  November. 


Pointe  out  natural  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  carrying  out  the  suggestion  that  the 
camps  should  be  removed  to  the  coast. 

Notifies  departure  of  doctors  on  30th 
and  31st  December,  and  intended 
departures  on  11th  January. 


131 


131 


Presumes  that  all  figures  for  December    132 
relating  to  children  are  now  on  basis 
of  under  twelve ;  asks  for  statistics  i 
for  Decem'>er. 

Reports  that  in  the  statistics  for  the  132 
Transvaal  the  figures  for  children  are 
under  twelve,  and  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony  under  fifteen,  and  that 
in  future  they  will  in  both  Colonies 
be  under  twelve.  I 

Assumes  that  Captain  TroUope's  notice  .  132 
as  to  the  removal  of  refugees  in  the  I 
Orange  River  Colony  to  more  suitable 
camps  means  that  those  whose  hus- 
bands are  on  commando  need  not  be 
consulted,  and  does  not  imply  that 
they  will  not  be  sent  to  more  healthy 
conditions  at  the  coast  as  far  as  there 
is  opportunity. 

Explains  that   Captain  Trollope's  pro-  i  132 
clamation  means   that    those  whose  - 
husbands  are  still  on  commando  will  1 
be  sent  to  healthier  districts  whether  ' 
they  like  it  or  not. 


Conveys  the  substance  of  a  recommen- 
dation by  Dr.  Martin  with  respect  to 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  rations 
issued,  and  requests  him  to  consult 
his  medical  advisers  and  consider 
what  changes  should  be  made  in  the 
dietary  consistent  with  local  con- 
ditions. 

Expresses  satisfaction  that  the  figures 
for  December  appear  to  show  a  con- 
siderable reduction  in  the  mortality 
among  children  in  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony ;  expresses  great 
appreciation  of  the  work  which  has 
been  done  in  the  camps. 
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Tablb  showing  Statistics  for  December 
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SOUTH    AFRICA. 


FURTHER    PAPERS 


RELATING  TO  THE 


WORKING   OF   THE    REFUGEE   CAMPS 


IN 


SOUTH    AFRICA. 


No.  1. 
Mr.  chamberlain  to  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  5.47  p.m.,  December  9,  1901.) 

Tble&ram. 

[Answered  by  No.  2.] 

December  9.  No.  7.  Matter  most  urgent.  I  observe  that  in  the  medical  re- 
poits  on  concentration  camps  reference  is  made  to  the  deficiency  of  fresh  milk. 
Military  capture  thousands  of  cattle.  Are  there  no  milch  cows  amongst  them?  If 
there  are,  would  it  not  be  possible  to  attach  a  number  to  each  camp?  Reply  by 
telegraph. 


No.  2. 

LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  5.50  a.m.,  December  14,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

December  13.     No.  573.     With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  9th  December, 
No.  7,*  which  I  communicated  to  Commander-in-Chief,  he  replies  as  follows: — 
Begins :  As  you  are  aware  percentage  of  milch  cattle  to  stock  maintained  is  in 
this  country  infinitesimal.     Boer  farmers  <ywniiig  1,000  head  of  cattle 
rarely  possess  even  a  single  milch  cow  and  prefer  using  tinned  bu^tter  and 
milk  to  taking  trouble  to  keep  a  dairy.'    Such  milch  cows  as  are  captured 
are  handed  over  to  hospitals  for  which  the  supply  of  fresh  milk  was  never 
equal  to  demand  till  we  purchased  milch  kine  in  Cape  Colony.     Difficulty 
of  milk  supply  is  now  being  aggravated  by  prevalence  of  rinderpest.    As 
this  disease  abates  and  more  captures  are  made  I  shall  endeavour  to  meet 
requirements  of  concentration  camps.     Ends, 
I  can  connnn  above  from  my  own  experience.     We  have  had  greatest  difficulty 
in  getting  enough  fresh  milk  for  hospitals  and  there  is  none  to  spare  for  campa 
generally. 


•  No.  1. 
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No.  3. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  16,  1901.) 

High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johamiesbiirg, 
Sir,  November  22,  1901. 

With  reference  to  your  telegram,  No.  1,  of  the  9th  November,*  1  have  the 
honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  undermentioned  documents  on 
the  subject  of  Boer  Concentration  camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

MH^NER, 
High  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  3. 

High  Commissioner  to  Governor,  Cape  Colony. 

Telegram. 

Novem'ber  11.  No.  76.  Following  telegram  received  from  the  Secretary  (A 
State:— 

Begins:  November  9.  No.  1.  For  purposes  of  comparison  with  rates  else- 
where, I  am  anxious  to  have  the  statistics  as  to  cmld  mortality  in  the  con- 
centration camps  placed  as  far  as  possible  on  the  basis  of  a  definite  classi- 
fication by  ages.  Here  the  Registrar-General  prepares  mortality  returns 
for  under  one  month,  under  twelve  months,  imder  five  years,  under  10 
years,  and  so  on  in  periods  of  five  years.  It  would  be  desirable  to  have 
also  statistics  as  to  the  mortality  in  the  larger  towns.  Cape  Town,  Fort 
Elizabeth,  Pretoria,  Bloemfontein,  Johanne^urg,  Pietermaritzburg,  and 
Durban. 

There  are  n<)  statistics  of  births  and  deaths  in  the  Transvaal  Can  you  get  any 
for  the  Cape  Colony,  and,  if  so,  would  you  kindly  send  them  direct  to  Secretary  of 
State?  If  possible,  statistics  of  child  mortality  in  Boer  country  districts  should  be 
obtained,  as  they  are  more  suitable  for  purposes  of  comparison  than  those  of  large 
towns,  in  which  the  population  is  largely  British,  and  some  sanitary  rules  are  observed. 
I  have  always  understood  that  ordinary  death-rate  of  children  in  country  districts  is 
exceptionally  high.     Confirmation  of  this  is  important. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  3. 
Governor,  Cape  Town,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

November  12.  No.  2.  Referring  to  your  telegram,  November  11,  No.  76,  just 
received.  Will  endeavour  to  obtain  all  necessary  information  required,  and  will  infonn 
you  if  I  succeed.  In  the  meantime  suggest  that  you  refer  Secretary  of  State  to  vital 
statistics  of  Malta  during  sunamer  oi  1885.  Epidemic  among  children  of  measles 
carried  oflf  large  numbers,  and  rate  of  death  increased  enormou^y. 
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Enclosure  3  in  No.  3. 

High  Commissionee  to  Governor,  Cape  Town. 

Telegram. 

November  14.  No.  81.  Mortality  in  Boer  Camps  continues  enormous,  and  it 
looks  as  if  we  might  have  to  break  up  some  of  them.  Would  it  be  possible,  and  would 
Cape  Government  consent  to  our  establishing  four  or  five  camps  at  healthy  spots  in 
Eastern  Province,  on  railway  line,  so  as  to  facilitate  supplies  ?  Of  course,  all  expenses 
would  be  fcorne  by  Army  Funds.  Points  suggested  are  Tylden,  Kubusi,  King 
William's  Town,  Queenstown,  Alicedale,  Cookhouse,  and  Port  Alfred.  Probably 
niunber  of  equally  good  sites  would  occur  to  anyone  familiar  with  Eastern  Province. 
One  advantage  of  bringing  these  people  down  would  be  enabling  us  to  increase  number 
of  British  refugees  sent  home.    Natal  is  taking  a  number  of  Boers  in  manner  suggested. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  3. 

Governor,  Cape,  to  High  Commissioner. 

Telegram. 

November  17.  Your  telegram  of  14th  November  re  establishment  of  Boer  camps 
in  Cape  Colony.  Ministers  state  that  they  readily  agree  to  proposals,  but  suggest  that 
such  oamps  should  be  located  as  near  coast  as  possible,  and  that  East  London,  Port 
Alfred,  Mossel  Bay,  especially  the  last,  would  be  suitable  localities.  Supplies  could 
be  conveyed  to  them  by  sea  at  lower  rates  than  to  inland  towns  proposed. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  3. 

High  Commissioner  to  Governor,  Natal. 

Telegram. 


November  19.  No.  26.  Can  you  receive  a  further  draft  of  Boer  Refugees  ?  I 
believe  some  of  the  larger  and  more  unhealthily  situated  camps  here  will  have  to  be 
broken  up. .  I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  you  could  receive  some  of  their  inmates  in 
Natal.  The  Secretary  of  State  thinks  that  possibly  the  mortality  may  be  to  a  great 
extent  due  to  the  size  of  the  oamps,  and  asks  if  Merebank  is  not  too  large.  Will  you 
please  let  me  know  the  numbers  at  present  located  there,  and  how  many  it  could  hold 
when  full?  I  think  that  if  new  camps  are  established  they  should  be  smaller,  and  that, 
as  the  summer  is  drawing  near,  they  should  be  located  in  higher  altitudes.  Will  you 
kindly  let  me  know  at  once  if  several  new  camps  could  be  provided  for  in  Natal,  and,, 
if  so,  in  what  localities?  They  should  be  able  to  accommodate  two  thousand,  or  at 
the  most  three  thousand  inmates.  The  Imperial  Government  would,  of  course,  meet 
all  expenses  in  this  connection.  The  return  here  of  British  Refi^ees  would  be 
hastened  by  transferring  a  number  of  Boer  Refugees  to  Natal,  and  I  hope  that  the 
present  mortahty  will  be  reduced. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  3. 

High  Commissioner  to  Governor,  Cape  Town. 

Telegram. 

November  20.  No.  83.  Your  telegram  of  I7th  November,  I  tlhink  East  London 
and  Port  Alfred  very  suitable.  Am  more  doubtful  about  Mossel  Bay  as  it  would 
involve  sea  journey  for  refugees.  How  would  Port  Elizabeth  do  ?  I  should  be  greatly 
obliged  if  you  could  get  goal  sites  at  two  first  named  and,  if  you  approve  Port  Eliza- 
beth, at  that  place  also,  selected  by  Magistrate  and  Medical  Oflftcer  of  Health.    Are 
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tents  or  huts  available,  and  must  we  arrange  for  these  to  be  sent?  I  have  been  told 
that  plenty  of  hut  material  belonging  to  Military  is  lying  at  East  London  and  Port 
Elizaoeth.  In  my  opinion,  huts,  though  involving  more  trouble,  are  more  sanitary,  as 
well  as  more  conifortable,  for  camps  5iat  may  be  wanted  for  some  time.  This  is,  to 
some  extent,  a  question  of  climaite,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know  opinion  of  local 
authorities  having  regard  to  prdbable  conditions  of  weather  during  coming  months. 


Enclosure  7  in  No.  3. 

GrOVBRNOR,  Cape,  to  High  Cobimissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

Urgent.  November  20.  M.S.  1.  Deputy  Administrator,  Orange  River  Colony, 
has  found  it  necessary  to  separate  Orange  River  Colony  Refugees  hitnerto  accommo- 
dated in  camp  at  Kimberley.  I  have  been  in  telegraphic  oorrespondence  with  him, 
and  with  the  Officer  Commanding  Troops,  Kimberlev,  and  with  Ministers  on  the  sub- 
ject. Ministers  accepted  the  proposal,  and  added  that  they  were  prepared  to  continue 
to  contribute  a  pro  rata  share  of  cost  of  supervision.  I  now  hear  foom  Deputy 
Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  and  Officer  Conmianding,  Kimberley,  that  arrangements 
axe  being  made  to  transfer  the  camp  and  the  Cape  Colony  refugees  to  Port  Alfred-  In 
the  ordinary  course,  it  would  be  for  the  military  to  arrange  about  the  new  camp  for 
Cape  Colony  refugees,  as  they  are  concentrated  in  camp  for  military  reasons.  Recent 
telegram  from  Lord  Kitchener  says  all  questions  as  to  Refugee  Camps  are,  in  future, 
to  be  addressed  to  you.  Please  inform  me  whetlier  the  new  oi^anization  as  regards 
the  Cape  Colony  refugees  will  be  in  your  hands,  and,  if  so,  what  it  is  to  be,  and  what 
steps,  if  any,  you  wish  the  Cape  Government  to  take  in  the  matter?  Officer  Conmiand- 
ing, Kimberley,  recommends  a  Captain  Liberman  to  take  charge  of  Cape  Colony 
refugees,  but  I  understand  the  appointment  to  be  in  your  hands. 


Enctosure  8  in  No.  3. 
High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein. 

Telegram. 

November  21, 1901.  No.  58.  I  have  had  a  telegram  from  Governor,  Cape,  which 
I  find  it  hard  to  understand,  about  Cape  Colony  refugees  at  Kimberley.  Please  wire 
me  clearly  what  you  are  doing  about  Elimberley  camp.  Are  you  breaking  it  up 
altogether,  or  only  sending  portion  of  inmates  to  Cape  Colony,  and,  if  so,  how  manv? 
I  am  in  favour  of  breaking  up  some  camps,  and  reducing  others,  but  should  be  gjraterul 
if  you  would  not  start  new  camps  outside  Orange  River  Colony  without  letting  me 
know,  as  I  am  in  conamunication  with  Governors,  Cape  and  Natal,  about  sites,  &c.,  for 
new  camps,  and,  unless  all  communications  as  regards  this  pass  through  me,  there  will 
be  confusion. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  3. 

Telegram. 

High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Governor,  Cape  Town. 

November  21,  1901.    No.  85.    Your  telegram  of  20th  November.    Have  wired 
to  Goold- Adams : — 

Begins:  "I  have  had  [See  Enclosure  8]  be  confusion."    Ends. 
T  will  answer  your  telegram  as  soon  as  I  have  heard  from  Goold- Adams. 
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Enclosure  10  in  No.  3. 

Governor,  Pietennaritzburg,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg- 

Telegram. 

November  21.    No.  2.     Referring  to  your  enquiries  about  Merebank.     There  are 
now  4,300  inmates  there.    There  is  accommodation  ready  for  another  1,000. 


Enclosure  11  in  No.  3. 
Mrs.  M.  G.  Fawcett  to  High  Commissioner. 

Dbar  Lord  Milner,  Heath^s  Hotel,  Johannesburg,  November  15,  1901.  , 

TmNKiNG  over  our  conversation  of  yesterday,  we  feel  confirmed  in  the  view  that 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  wholesale  moving  of  the  camps  to  Natal  or  the  Eastern 
pant  of  Cape  Colony  would,  at  the  present  moment,  be  most  undesirable. 

There  is,  at  present,  veiy  imperfect  experience  of  what  the  health  returns  will 
be  in  camps  in  Natal,  such  as  Merebank,  ana  it  is  doubtful  how  people  accustomed  to 
the  air  of  the  high  veld  would  stand  the  almost  tropical  heat  of  Natal  in  the  summer 
months. 

This  objection  to  a  general  removal  of  the  camps. would  not  aflcect  liHe  desirability 
of  otherwise  shifting  particular  camps,  such  as  Mafeking,  where  there  has  been  a  bad 
outbreak  of  enteric,  or  Vredefort  Road  or  Kroonstad,  where  the  water-supply  is  very 
unsatisfactory.  With  such  possible  exceptions  as  these,  our  experience  would  lead  us 
to  advise  the  improvement  of  conditions  as  to  rations,  fuel,  nursing,  and  medical  ser- 
vice in  the  existing  camps  rather  than  their  removal  wholesale  down  nearer  the  coast. 

We  forgot  to  mention,  yesterday,  that  we  think  we  have  discovered  the  cause  of 
the  friction  between  some  of  the  best  Camp  Superintendents  and  the  Schoolmasters 
in  their  camps.  If  we  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  you  again  we  can  explain  what 
we  think  it  is. 

Believe  me.  &c., 

M.  G.  Fawcett. 
His  Excellency 

The  High  CJommissioner. 


Enclosure  12  in  No.  3. 


.  J    .  .  .    ^     T  ^ \/t.^^.^  *    MiuTARY  Governor,  Pretona. 

Admmistrator  Lord  Milner  to  -tt-^ -. ^tsi ^ — r-.~ 

Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein. 

Sm,  Johannesburg,  Transvaal,  November  20, 1901. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  continued  high  deaw-rate  dn  the  Concentration  Camps 
is  causing  great  anxiety  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  who  would  evidently  shrink 
from  no  measures,  however  costly,  to  mitigate  the  evil.  Even  without  such  encourage- 
ment, however,  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  of  us  would  have  hesitated  to  adopt,  or  to 
reconmiend,  all  practicable  steps  to  improve  the  health  of  the  camps — withon  the  limits 
which  the  difficulties  of  transport,  and  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  suddenly,  an 
adequate  staff  of  competent  doctors,  nurses,  and  matrons,  to  deal  with  the  exdeptional 
amount  of  illness  which  has  from  the  first  existed  in  the  camps,  have  imposed  on  us. 

I  do  not  myself  believe  that  the  deplorable  mortality  which  has  occurred,  espe- 
cially among  infants,  could  by  any  possibility  have  been  seriously  lessened.  No  doubt, 
the  aggregation  of  large  numbers  of  people,  including  thousands  of  young  children, 
in  hastily-formed  camps  is  favourable  to  tne  spread  of  mfectious  diseases.  But,  given 
the  continuance  of  the  war,  the  only  al'temative  was  to  leave  the  whole  non-combatant 
population  to  live,  or  rather  to  die,  in  a  country  denuded  of  supplies.    Indeed,  a  great 
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deal  of  the  mortality  \diicli  has  occurred  in  the  camps  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  people  arriving  in  them  were  already  enf eebl^  by  destitution,  and  were  thus 
alike  more  ready  to  contract  disease,  and  less  able  to  survive  it. 

The  camp  system  having  thus  become  a  necessity,  I  am  fully  aware  th'at  scarcely 
anything  which  vou,  or  the  officers  working  under  you,  could  do,  with  the  means  at  your 
disposal,  was  left  undone  to  provide  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  throvni  upon  your 
hands.  Anything  I  may  say  in  the  sequel  must  not  be  regarded  as  a  censiure,  or  even  a 
criticism,  of  those  efforts.  On  the  contrary,  I  greatly  appreciate  the  zeal  and  prompti- 
tude which  have  been  shown  in  providing  for  the  thousands  of  people,  who,  for  months 
in  succession,  kept  being  poured  into  the  camps,  in  large  batches,  wdthout  notice,  and 
many  of  them  in  a  state  of  complete  destitution.  The  arrangemtents  made  have  been, 
in  many  respects,  far  better  than  I  should  have  thought  possible,  and  I  have  reasdn  to 
know  that  a  great  number  of  the  people  are  very  grateful  for  the  care  wEch  has  been 
taken  of  them. 

At  the  same  time,  we  are  still  confronted  with  a  very  high  death-rate,  and — ^most 
serious  fact  of  all — ^with  a  afate  which  does  not  seem  to  be  diminishing.  Admitting, 
as  I  do,  (1)  that  the  death;rate  among  Boer  children  is  always  exceptionally  high ; 
(2)  that  the  conditions  of  life  in  large  camps^  necessitated,  as  such  a  liie  is,  by  present 
circumstances,  for  the  bulk  of  these  people,  are  unfavourable  to  the  health  of  young 
children;  and  (3)  that  a  vast  proportion  of  the  people  who  have  died  in  the  camps 
were  already  dying,  or  hopelessly  enfeebled,  when  they  reached  them,  I  stiU  feel  that 
the  continuance  of  the  present  enormously  high  death-rate  is  not  sufficiently  accounted 
for.  The  third,  and  most  potent,  of  the  causes  of  exceptional  mortality  enumerated 
above  is  now  gradually  ceasing  to  operate.  The  constant  influx  of  fresh  multitudes, 
containing  a  large  proportion  of  sick  or  destitute  people,  is  now  decreasing,  and  must 
soon  altogether  come  to  an  end.  With  a  more  or  less  fixed  population  it  should  be 
easier  to  deal,  and  I  would  most  earnestly  invite  your  attention  to  the  means  of  greatly 
raising  the  standard  of  health  among  the  100,000  people  who  are  now  in  our  charge. 
The  matter  is  the  more  important  because  the  camps,  or  some  of  them,  may  have  to 
be  kept  up  for  a  considerable  time  after  the  country  is  restored  to  tranquility.  It  will 
be  impossible  to  send  the  people  back,  otherwise  than  gradually,  to  a  country  which 
has  been  swept,  not  only  of  its  stock  of  food-stuffs,  but  of  the  means  of  renewing  that 
stock.  Their  restoration  to  their  homes  must  go  on  concurrently  vdth  the  provision 
of  food-stuffs,  stock,  seed,  implements  of  husbandry ;  and  the  process.  However  much 
we  may  expedite  it,  will  take  some  time. 

In  considering  the  steps  necessary  for  improving  the  healtihi  of  the  camps,  we  now 
have  the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  the  Ladies'  Commission.  Though  they  have  not 
yet  sent  in  any  completed  report,  they  have  furnished  notes,  on  the  condition  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  camps,  and  it  is  evident  that  they  have  subjected  them  to  a  most 
careful  investigation.  Their  suggestions  must,  I  think,  strike  eveiyone  as  both 
thorough  and  practical,  and  we  have  much  cause  to  be  grateful  to  them  for  the  reason- 
able spirit.in  which  they  have  approached  (their  task. 

Into  the  numerous  suggestions  as  to  details,  individual  to  the  several  camps,  which 
the  Ladies'  Commission  have  made,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  here.  You  have 
already  informed  me  that  they  are  being  met,  as  far  as  prax^ticable.  I  vriH  only  say 
that  I  think  a  very  grave  responsibility  would  rest  upon  us,  if  any  one  of  tEese  su^es- 
tions  was  not  acted  upon,  except  there  was  some  insuperable  physical  obstaxue  to 
carrying  it  out,  or  it  had  been  condemned,  after  deliberate  consideration,  by  some 
competent  authority,  as  undesirable.  The  latter  case  is,  of  course,  unlikely  often  to 
arise,  but  it  is  obvious  that  even  lihe  most  competent  Commission,  having  such  a  vast 
field  to  cover,  must  oooasionally  make  recommendations  in  error,  or  on  insufficient 
information,  and  that  the  parties  uWimately  responsible  cannot  be  expected  to  accept 
everything  that  such  Commission  may  propose,  without  exercising  any  judgment  of 
their  ovm.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the  Superintendents  of  the  camps  should 
ever  take  upon  themselves  to  set  aside  any  of  these  suggestions,  which  it  is  in  their 
ppwer  to  carry  out,  without  reference  to  headquarters. 

If  they  have  reason  for  thinking  any  particular  suggestion  a  mistake,  they  should 
report  the  reason  to  the  Chief  Superintendent,  and  take  his  mstructions,    Smonlarly, 
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I  think  they  should  report  if  they  find  themselves  unable  to  carry  out  any  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  owing  to  circumstances  not  imder  their  control. 

Apart  from  suggestions,  individual  to  the  particular  camps,  there  are  a  number  erf 
improvements  urged  by  the  Commission,  vv^hich  are  common  to  many,  or  all,  of  the 
camps,  and  with  regard  to  which  it  may  be  desirable  to  make  some  general  observa- 
tions.^ I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  question  of  personnel,  as  it  is  one  about  which, 
in  principle,  we  are  all  agreed.  One  point,  which  has  greatly  impressed  the  Commis- 
sion, is  the  immense  importance  to  any  camp  of  the  personality  of  the  Superintendent. 
But  this  has  been  common  ground  for  a  long  time,  and  I  am  well  aware  that  you  have 
been,  and  still  are,  constantly  on  the  look  out  to  get  the  best  Superintendents,  and 
that  any  deficiency  in  this  regpect  is  due  solely  to  the  fact  that  men  possessing  the 
very  exceptional  combination  of  qualities,  which  axe  requisite  for  the  position,  are 
exceedingly  difiicult  to  find  in  South  Africa  under  present  circumstances.  The  same 
remark  applies  to  another  experience  of  the  Ladies'  Commission,  which  is  also  common 
ground,  viz. :  the  deficiency,  in  many  cases,  of  thoroughly  efficient  matrons,  nurses, 
and  trained  assistants.  These,  too,  are  not  to  be  found  locally  in  sufficient  numbers, 
but  this  want,  as  well  as  that  of  an  adecjuate  number  of  m^cal  men  to  deal  with  the 
terrible  amoimt  of  sickness  which  prevails  dn  several  of  the  camps,  is  being,  at  present, 
in  some  measure  supplied  from  home. 

I  pass  on  to  the  aJl-important  question  of  transport.  This  is  the  point  in  respect 
of  which  there  seems  to  be  the  greatest  room  for  improvement  Apart  from  questions 
of  discipline  and  internal  arrangements  in  the  several  camps,  which  depend  upon 
having  the  right  sort  of  staflf  and  enough  of  them,  the  Commission's  reports  point  to 
inadequacy,  in  many,  or  all,  of  the  camps,  in  the  following  important  particulars : — 

1.  The  food,  even  when  sufficient  in  quantity,  is  wanting  in  variety.     That  is 

specially  hurtful  in  the  case  of  young  children  who  are  recovering  from 
disease.  Rice,  vegetables,  fresh  mifi:  (though  the  spedar  "difficulty  of 
obtaining  this  is  adniitted),  also  lime  juice,  and  jam,  the  latter  to  be  given 
out,  when  required,  as  a  medical  comfort,  are  recommended.  It  is  also 
pointed  out  that  fresh  meat  is  essential.  As  this  is  now,  in  many  cases, 
not  obtainable  locally,  it  vnll  be  necessary,  to  meet  this  demand,  to  Brin^ 
up  frozen  meat  from  the  coast. 

2.  The  supply  of  tents,  though  adequate  for  immediate  wants,  leaves  no  reserve, 

and  more  hospital  tents  are  wanted.  Moreover,  there  is  scarcely  any  floor- 
ing for  the  tents  to  prevent  people,  in  the  absence  of  bedsteads,  from 
having  to  sleep  on  the  ground. 

3.  Scarcity  of  fuel.     This  is  not  by  any  means  universal,  but  certain  serious 

cases  are  pointed  out. 

4.  Inadequate  supply  of  boilers  for  boiling  water,  and  disinf ectJing  clothing  and 

bedding. 

5.  Want  of  fresh  clothing,  especially  imderclothing. 

Undoubtedly  the  answer  which  those  responsible  for  the  camps  would  give  to 
these  suggestions  is: — "  We  kaow  all  this.  We  have  known  it  Jill  along,  and  done 
our  ibest  to  remedy  it.  But,  with  the  amount  of  trucks  at  our  disposal  on 
the  railway  lines,  we  have  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing  up  absolute 
primary,  necessities,  and  we  have  brought  as  many  of  the  things — the 
deficiency  of  which  is  complained  of — ^as  there  was  room  to  load."  This 
is  undoubtedly  true,  but  we  have  now  reached  a  point  at  which  the  difficulties 
of  transport,  though  still  very  great,  are  less  than  they  were,  and  I  tllink  we  must  insist 
on  cettmg  at  least  so  much  additional  truckage,  as  will  bring  up  whatever  is  really 
viUQ  to  the  health  of  the  camp.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  every  truck,  given  to  the 
camps,  is  a  truck  lost  to  ordinary  civil  suppHes,  and  retards  the  return  of  a  certain 
number  of  our  own  refugees.  But  we  are  in  a  position  in  which  we  are  bound  to 
compromise  between  the  two  conflicting  demands,  and,  while  1  recognise  the  immense 
urgency  and  importance  of  bringing  back  the  refugees,  and  wtould  certainly  not  aJlow 
any  faaicif ul  or  luxurious  demands  tor  the  Concentration  camps  to  interfere  with  it,  I 
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think  that  tihe  provision  of  such  food  and  appliances,  as  are  medically  necessary  for  the 
camps,  is  a  paramount  obligation. 

And  I  give  the  term  "  medically  necessary  '*  a  liberal  interpretation.  Of  what  are 
known  in  the  strict  technical  sense  as  "  medical  comforts  "  I  believe  there  has  been  no 
deficiency.  The  Ladies'  Commission  appear  to  be  quite  satisfied  on  that  padnt.  Bui 
what  some  members  of  the  Commission  have  pointed  out  to  me  is  that  the  great  dangw 
threatening  the  health  of  the  camps  is  the  low  state  of  vitality  of  many  of  itEeir' inmates, 
especially  the  very  young.  We  are  not-  responsible  for  the  origin  of  this  condition, 
but  we  are  responsible  for  its  continuance,  if  we  can,  by  any  means  in  our  power! 
remove  its  causes.  From  this  point  of  view,  better  and  more  varied  food  is  more  im- 
poptaint  than  drugs,  and  I  think  we  should  regard  the  siroply  of  it,  wBenever  itfe 
humanly  possible,  as  being  equally  incumbent  upon  us  with  the  provision  of  what  is 
required  for  people  actually  smitten  with  sickness.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  any 
material  requisite  to  complete  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  camps  is  of  equally 
vital  importance.  And  so  is  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  number  erf  tents,  or 
huts,  and  of  the  materials  necessary  to  keep  people  from  having  \to  sleep  on  the 
ground;  and  likewise  the  supply  of  decent  clothing.  All  these  may,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, be  regarded  as  medical  necessities.  ^ 

I  would  ask  you,  therefore,  to  give  the  matter  of  transport  a  first  place  in  yonr 
consideration,  and  to  let  me  know  whenever  things  medically  necessary  in  the  sense 
which  I  have  given  to  that  term,  are  delayed  for  want  of  transport,  in  order  that  step 
may  be  taken,  if  possible,  to  remove  the  obstruction. 

There  is  another  difficulty  wihich  may  occur  im  obtaining  things  recommended 
by  the  Commission  as  necessary  for  the  health  of  the  camps,  and  that  is  the  question 
of  cost.  This  arises,  of  course,  principally  in  connection  with  tihe  demand  for  more 
varied  food.  On  this  question  I  thdnk,  however,  that  you  should  not  feel  the  smallest 
hesitation.  It  is  clearly  the  desire  of  His  Majesty's  Government  that  expense  should 
not  be  allowed  to  stand  in  *he  way,  when  it  is  a  question  of  providing  anything  neces- 
sary to  improve  the  health  of  the  oamps.  The  accounts  of  the  camps  being  carefully 
kept,  and  being  rendered  monthly,  it  will  always  be  possible  to  check  aoiything  like 
extravagance.  And  it  would  be  better  to  err,  in  the  present  emergency,  on  the  side 
of  liberality  than  to  leave  anything  unprovided,  which  could  promote  the  health  of 
the  inmates  of  the  camps,  for  fear  of  adding  a  few  thousands  to  an  expenditure  which 
must  in  any  case  be  heavy. 

There  is  one  further  question,  to  which  I  would  specially  direct  your  attention, 
and  on  which  I  should  be  glad  to  be  favoured  with  lan  expression  of  you  opinion  as 
soon  €ts  possible. 

I  refer  to  the  possibility  and  desirability  of  removing  a  number  of  the  inmates 
from  some  or  all  oi  the  camps.  To  a  general  removal  I  am,  indeed,  as  at  present 
advised,  entirely  adverse.  It  is  beset  with  difficulties  which  appear  to  me  almost  in- 
superable, and  would  involve  risks,  which  I  do  not  care  -to  contemplate,  and  which 
might  result  in  far  greater  sickness  and  mortality  than  unfortunately  prevails  in  the 
present  camps.  The  members  of  the  Ladies'  Commission,  whom  I  have  been  able  te 
consult  on  the  subject,  share  this  view.  At  the  same  time,  they  are  of  opinion  (and 
I  entirely  agree  with  them)  that  the  objections  to  a  general  removal  do  not  aK)ly 
either  to  the  thinning  of  particularly  crowded  camps,  or  to  the  complete  transplanta- 
tion of  certain  oamps,  the  sites  of  which  have  proved,  from  an  inadequate  vrater-supply 
or  for  other  causes,  unsuitable.    As  regards  the  first  point,  vdz. :  ovei^own  camps,  it 

appears  that  in  the  ^^sSc»y  *^^  '""'"''"^  ~"''  ""^  ***  "'^' 
viz. : — 

[Irene. 
Klerksdorp. 
Krugersdorp. 
„  ,  Middelburg. 

Transvaal   •;  Potetefstroom. 

o^y-  The  two  largest  being  Middelburg  and  Po*chefgtroom. 

Apart  from  the  question  of  numbers,  the  worst,  and,  indeed,  tne 
only  hopelessly  bad  camp,  appears  to  be  Maf  eking.] 


To 
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To 
Oiwige 

River 

Colony 

only. 


[Aliwal  North. 
Bloemfontein. 
Bethulie. 
Kroonstad. 

Apart  from  the  question  of  numbers,  the  following  camps  appear 
to  me,  from  the  Reports  of  the  Commission,  to  be  unfortunately  situated 
as  regards  water,  or  for  other  reasons,  unsuitable : — 

Kroonstad. 
Vredef ort  Boad. 
Heilbron.] 

I  am  particularly  anxious  to  know  whether  you  see  your  way  to  establish  any  fresh 
camps  in  the   QraneR*  e    Col         ^^^^^  could  accommodate  the  overflow  frc«n 

the  very  populous  camps,  and  the  population  of  those,  such  as  z^     '  ^^^  ^^^^^fB' 

.  Kloonstad,  Vredefort 

Boad  and  Heilbron,  which  it     .  ,-,-c — desirable  to  disestablish.    I  think  that  the 

might  be 

creattion  of  four  or  five  fresh  camps,  each  not  having  more  than  2,000-3,000  inmates, 
would  greatly  relieve  the  situation,  and  I  look  to  you  to  teU  me  whether  this  is  prac- 
ticable in  the  J^^^s^^^>.  .and  what  situations  you  would  suggest,  or  whether, 

Orange  River  Colony,  •^  ^ 

•  \ri3.iisvaal 

should  additional  camps  be  decided  on,  we  must  seek  them  outside  the  ^  ' 

Orange  River 

Colony. 

I  may  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  am  in  commimioatten  with  the  Governors  of  the 
Cape  Colony  and  Natal  on  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  providing  fresh  camps  in 
these  Colonies,  to  which  the  overflow  of  specially-crowded  camps,  or  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  camps  which  it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  disestabhsh  altogether,  might  be 
transferred,  if  it  is  found  impossible  to  provide  for  them  in  new  and  suitable  camps  in 
^     Transvaal 

Orange  River  Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 

Mn^NER, 

Administrator. 
Major-General  Sir  J.  G.  Maxwell,  K.C.B.,  D.S.O.,  Pretoria. 
Major  H.  J.  Goold-Adams,  C^B.;,  C~MTG.,  Bloemfontein. 


Enclosure  13  in  No.  3. 
Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  to  High  Commissioner. 

My  Lord,  Military  Governor's  Office,  Pretoria,  November  21, 1901. 

A  TELEGRAM  has  to-day  been  sent  to  each  Superintendent  calling  for  a  report 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  each  camp  as  to  his  opinion  of  the  cause  of  infant  mortality 
and  any  suggestions  as  regards  present  dietary  oT  children,  or  measures  to  check  tKs 
mortality. 

When  these  reports  are  received,  I  propose  to  assemble  a  Board  of  Medical  experts 
and  discuss  and  revise  the  present  dietary  of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  for  some  time  back  authorised  as  a  ration,  one  bottle  of 
milk  per  diem  for  each  child  under  three  years  of  age,  and  one  pound  of  rice  per  week 
extra  ration  for  every  soul  in  camp. 

Authority  has  been  given  for  iSie  purchase  of  fresh  meat,  fresh  milk,  and  fresh 
vegetables,  whenever  procurable ;  and  in  addition  camp  gardens  have  been  encouraced 
and,  I  beUeve,  started  in  each  camp,  for  the  growth  and  supply  of  fresh  vegetables, 
Seed  and  tools  have  been  supplied  in  all  oases. 
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Each  Superintendent  has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  recommendationa 
of  the  Ladies'  Commission ;  the  necessary  material  has  been  supplied  and  they  have 
been  called  upon  to  report  progress.  Of  course  the  more  important  of  the  recom- 
mendations relating  to  waiter-supply,  sanitary,  and  hospital  improvements,  will  take 
some  little  time  to  construct  and  get  in  worJcing  order.  We  are  not  losing  sight  of  the 
desirability  of  reducing  the  numbers  in  the  more  crowded  camps ;  already,  as  Your 
Lotdship  will  see,  from  attached  list,  a  considerable  number  have  been  sent  to  Natal; 
and  (as  they  notify  that  there  is  accommodation,  more  will  be  sent,  and  selectioiw  will 
be  made  from  such  camps  as  are  overcrowded. 

As  regards  Your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  I  beg  to  assure  you  tluut 
no  Superintendent  will  take  upon  himself  to  set  aside  any  of  tne  suggestions  of  tiie 
Ladies'  Commission,  embodied  as  they  are  as  an  order  from  me,  without  being  con- 
denmed  and  replaced  at  once;  if  they  cannot  carry  them  out  at  once  tKey  will  report 
the  reason  why. 

As  reaards  transport. — The  difl&culties  that  have  existed  as  regards  railway 
transport  nave  been  overcome;  I  JdmticmsiAe  no  further  difficulties  in  this  respect 
beyond  the  ordinary  delay  of  railway  trafiac. 

As  regards  fresh  meat,  I  propose  to  arrange  that,  if  fresh  meat  is  not  avtailable, 
at  least  once  a  week,  frozen  meat  be  brought  to  such  camps  as  are  without  it,  and  the 
issue  made  at  once ;  for  it  is  not  possible  to  arrange  for  cold  storage  at  each  camp. 

Tents. — ^A  large  number  have  been  ordered  from  England  and  are  now  on  the 
:sea.  I  hope  that  this  cause  of  reflectioti  on  the  administration  wUl  shortly  disappear. 
There  are  «n  enormous  number  of  tents  in  the  various  camps,  and  many  cases  nave 
occurred  of  the  troops  giving  up  their  tents  for  the  use  of  the  women  and  children. 

Owing  to  the  severe  storms  experienced  in  the  Transvaal  the  wa^age  of  tents 
is  great. 

Fiiel. — ^I  think  this  difficulty  has  been  aatisfactorily  met,  except  in  accidental 
cases  where  there  has  been  shortage  owing  to  imf oreseen  delays  in  delivery. 

Boilers  for  boiMng  water,  and  for  disinfection  of  clothing  and  bedding,  and  the 
destruction  of  excreta,  have  been  ordered  for  all  camps,  and  will  be  erected  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

Material  for  underclothing  is  supplied  in  quantities  in  camp  to  those  who  need 
such  things.  There  is  a  shop  in  each  camp  where  necessaries  oan  be  purchased  by 
those  who  can  aflford  to  do  so. 

I  do  not  consider  now,  that  there  is  any  very  great  danger  that  the  existence  of 
Burgher  camps  need  in  the  least  interfere  with  the  return  of  refugees  from  the  coast 
There  is  enough  truckage  at  the  disposal  of  the  civil  population  for  aE  wants,  if  care 
is  exercised,  as  it  is,  in  its  distribution. 

Except  that  there  has  always  been  a  due  regard  for  economical  administration, 
the  question  of  cost  has  never  stood  in  our  way.  I  have  had  an  absolute  free  hand 
in  this  respect,  and  have  never  stinted  money  wherever  it  was  shown  to  be  necessary. 

I  hope  that,  as  soon  as  the  camp  at  Vryburg  is  fully  equipped,  we  will  be  able  to 
divide  more  equally  the  numbers  now  at  Mafeking.  This  cam.p  is  one  of  the  latest 
to  be  attacked  by  the  measles  epidemic,  and  it  has  never  been  in  a  very  satisfaxjtory 
state. 

Belfast  camp  will  improve  as  soon  as  we  can  move  the  people  at  present  m  in- 
sanitary houses  into  camp ;  and  this  is  being  done  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

I  am  all  in  favour  of  creating  some  subsidiarv  camps,  and  will  at  once  send  out 
and  select  another  camp  between  Pretoria  and  Johannesburg  to  relieve  the  camps  on 

the  Northern  and  Eastern  lines. 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 

Maior-General, 
Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 

To  His  Excellency 

Lord  Milner,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  .    . 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  High  Commissioner, 
South  Africa. 
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Na4. 

Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McCALLUM  (Natal)  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

.^  ^  .        (Received  December  16,  190L) 

Government  House,  Pietermoritzburg,  Natal, 
Sm,  November  22,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  on  the  20th  November  I  received  from  you 
the  following  telegram: — 

"20th  November.    No.  1.    With  reference  to  your  despatch,  10th  October.* 

I  have  telegraphed  to  Lord  Milner  regaraing  Orange  River  Colony  and 

'' ' »       Transvseal  tamps  and  he  will  communicate  to  you  my  views  as  to  taking  all 

possible  precautions  for  ensuring  good  hospital  and  sanitary  arrangements, 

and  preventing  epidemics  and  nigh  mortelity. 

In  view  of  experience  oi  large  camps  in  the  two  new  Colonies,  I  am  uneasy  at  the 
idea  of  10,000  persons  being  placed  in  two  camps  not  far  from  each  other. 
The  risk  of  an  epidemic  spreading  through  so  lai^e  a  number  is  considerable, 
and  an  epidemic,  when  once  started,  wnl  be  difficult  to  stamp  out.  What 
is  the  advicq  on  this  point  of  your  medical,  experts?  Whom  have  you 
consulted?    The  size  of  the  camps  must,  I  think,  be  reconsidered." 

On  the  previous  day  I  had  received  the  following  telegram  from  the  High  Com- 
missioner on  the  saftie  subject  :— 

"Can  you  receive  a  further  draft  of  Boer  Refugees?  I  believe  some  of  the 
larger  and  more  unhealthily  situated  camps  here  will  have  to  be  brokeii 

up.    I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  you  could  receive  some  of  their  inmates- 

,  /  in.  Natal.  The  Secretary  of  State  thinks  that  possibly  the  mortality  may 
be  to  a  great  extent  due  to  tJie  size  of  the  camps,  and  asks  if  Merebank  is  not 
too  large.  Will  you  please  let  me  know  the  numbers  at  present  located  there, 
and  how  many  it  could  hold  when  full?  I  think  that  if  new  camps  are 
established  they  should  be  smaller,  and  that,  as  the  summer  is  drawing^ 
near,  they  should  be  located  in  higher  altitudes.  Will  you  kindly  let  me 
know  at  once  if  several  new  camps  could  be  provided  for  in  Natal,  and,  if 
,  ,  so,  ill  what  localities?  They  should  be  able  to  accommodate  two  thousand, 
or  at  the  most  three  thousand  inmates.    The  Luperial  Government  would,. 

,   .  of  course,  meet  all  expenses  in  this  connection.    The  return  here  of  British 

Refugees  would  be  hastened  by  transferring  a  number  of  Boer  Refugees 
tp  ^£^tal,  and  I  hope  that  the  present  mortaSty  will  be  reduced." 

2.  In  reply  to  your  telegram  I  informed  vout  that  I  was  corresponding  with  the 
High  Goanmissioner  respecting  the  camp  at  Merebank^  the  site  for  which  and  the 
arrangements  generally  were  approved  by  the  Principal  Medical  Officer  at  Durban,^ 
acting. 'Ml  beluilf  of  Lord  Kitcnener.  Surgeon-Greneral  Glery,  Principal  Medical 
Offieetf,  Natal,  also  visited  the  camp  with  me  soon  after  it  was  constructed,  and  in  con- 
sultatioB  with  him  I  arranged  for  many  details  to  be  carried  out  for  the  improvements 
of  tiie  sanitary  <K>nditions  and  the  establishment  of  conveniences,  such  as  wash-houses,, 
bath-rooms,  stores  and  hospitals. 

3.  Every  endeavour  is  being  made  to  render  the  sanitary  arrangements  as  perfect 
as  possible.  Surface  drains  are  being  lined  with  corrugated  iron ;  the  excreta  is  re- 
moved each  day  to  some  distance  from  the  camp ;  water  is  laid  on  freely  to  each  block 
of  buildings  and  to  the  wash-houses,  and  everjrtning  is  being  done  f o  ensure  the  health 
and  convenience  of  the  inmates. 

4.  Although  the  camp  will  accommodate  nominally  ten  thousand,  these 
are  actually  divided  into  three  blocks,  but,  as  you  will  observe  from  my  despatch  to 
the  High  Commissioner  (copy  enclosed),  I  can,  if  he  considers  it  absolutely  necessary, 
remove  about  four  thousand  inmates  to  Jacob's  Siding,  a  locality  about  half  a  mile  to 
the  eastward  on  the  same  line  of  excellent  water  supply. 

6.  1  consider  that,  as  regards  epidemics,  there  will  be  little  to  choose  between 
the  small  camp  and  the  large  one.  We  have  already  passed  through  one  epidemic  of 
measles,  which  raged  with  equal  violence  both  in  the  small  camp  at  HowicK  and  the 
larger  one  at  Merebank.  Tne  infection  on  this  occasion  was  brought  by  batches  (rf 
Refugees  from  the  Transvaal,  and  this  will  happen  in  every  case. 


•  No.  7  in  [Cd.  853].  " '        t  No.  21  in  [Cd.  853]. 

10559  B  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


y- 


12 

6.  At  the  present  moment  scarlet-fever  has  broken  out  at  the  Howick  camp,  and, 
although  the  cases  are  immediately  isolated,  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  spread  throi^h 
the  camp,  and  necessarily  so  when  the  inmates  will  insist  upon  con^egatinff  together 
and  neglecting  to  take  the  most  ordinary  precautions.  Until  these  mmateshave  been 
some  little  time  in  the  camp  and  become  educated  in  such  matters,  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases.  Every  effort,  however,  will  be 
made  to  do  so,  and  to  keep  the  rate  of  mortality  as  low  as  possible. 

7.  I  shall  conamunicate  further  with  you  on  receipt  of  a  reply  to  my  despatch 
to  the  High  Commissioner. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McCALLXJM. 


Enclosure  in  No.  4. 

Governor,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner. 

Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal, 
My  Lord,  November  21, 1901. 

In  reply  to  your  telegram,  19th  November,  No.  26, 1  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  there  are  four  thousand  five  hundred  inmates  at  Merebank  at  the  present 
;  time. 

2.  The  hutting  there  is  nearly  completed,  and  will  accommodate  about  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred.    In  addition  there  would  be  about  four  thousand  residents  in  teats. 

3.  I  enclose  telegram  from  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  Merebank  camp, 
and  my  reply.  The  site  is  an  advantageous  one,  as  the  water-supply  is  so  good;  in 
most  other  places  there  is  some  difficulty  in  this  particular.  The  sanitary  arrangements 
are  ex6ellent. 

4.  Another  site,  at  Jacob's  Siding,  on  the  Bluff  Railway,  has  just  been  arranged 
for.    This  will  accommodate  about  five  thousand  souls,  if  you  would  desire  a  new 

.  camp  to  be  formed  there.  If  it  be  considered  that  Merebank  is  too  large,  the  tents 
could  be  removed  to  Jacob's  Siding,  which  is  a  clear  half  mile  away,  and  replaced 
gradually  with  iron  and  wood  hutting,  such  as  you  saw  in  course  of  erection  at  Mere- 
bank. 

5.  I  much  doubt,  however,  whether  Merebank  is  too  large.  There  are  really 
three  camps,  and  the  buildings  have  plenty  of  ground  area  round  them.  Some  disease 
there  will  be  of  course,  but  I  doubt  whether  there  will  be  so  much  as  in  Natal  towns, 
where  enteric  is  nearly  always  to  be  f oimd.    The  inmates  all  say  it  is  the  best  camp 

.  they  have  been  in ;  and  residents  of  other  camps  are  asking  for  a  transfer  there. 

6.  It  was  particularly  pointed  out  that  the  camps  should,  if  possible,  be  off  the 
main  line  of  railway,  and  as  near  as  possible  to  the  base  of  supply,  namely,  Durban. 
Another  camp  could  be  made  at  Mooi  River,  as  was  originally  mtendeS,  but  this  is— 
as  Your  Lordship  is  aware — on   the  main  line  and  at  a  considerable  Stance  from 

Durban. 

7.  If  possible,  therefore,  new  camps  should  be  made  near  the  coast  line.  We 
/cannot  get  any  further  supply  of  tents  from  the  military,  and  by  the  time  the  new 
jcamps  are  ready  for  occupation,  the  summer  will  be  nearly  oyer. 

8.  If  you  approve  of  this  suggestion.  Sir  T.  Murray  will  go  into  the  matter  and 
see  where  land  and  good  water  supplies  can  be  obtained,  as  I  have  no  doubt  the 
^Government  will  be  prepared  to  meet  your  views  and  wishes. 

I  have,  &c., 

Henry  McCallum. 

pis  Excellency, 

The  Eight  Honourable 

The  Lord  Milner,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G., 
&c.,  &c.,  &c., 

^  Johannesburg. 
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No.  5. 

Governor  Sir  W.  F.  HELY-HUTCHINSON  to  Mr.  CHAMBEKLAIN. 

(Received  December  16, 1901.) 

Government  House,  Cape  Town, 

November  27,  1901. 
Sir, 

The  High  Commissioner  forwarded  to  me,  on  11th  November,  a  copy  of  your 
telegram*  asking  for  statistics  of  child  mortality,  and  requested  me  to  forward  to  you 
statistics,  such  as  you  desire,  with  reference  to  the  Cape  Colony. 

2.  I  send  a  copy  of  a  memorandum  from  Dr.  Gregory,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Colony,  transmitting  some  tables  which  I  hope  may  be  of  use. 

'i.  The  data  afforded  by  the  Registry  are  not  sufficient  to  enable  any  reliable 
conclusions  to  be  arrived  at  as  regards  the  child  mortality  in  the  rural  districts  of  the 
Colony,  I  am  endeavouring,  however,  to  obtain  some  further  figures  which  may  justify 
approximate  conclusions.  In  the  meanwhile  the  figures  as  regards  thirty -two  towns,  now 
supplied  may  be  of  use,  the  more  so  that  the  conditions  of  the  concentration  camps  more 
nearly  reg^emble  the  conditions  of  a  town  than  the  conditions  of  a  rural  district. 

I  have,  &c., 

WALTER    HELY-HUTCHINSON. 


Enclosure  in  No.  5. 


Office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Colony, 

23,  Parliament  Street,  Cape  Town, 

November  25,  1901. 

Memorandum  on  the  Infantile  Mortality  in  Cape  Colony. 

1.  There  is  considerable  difficulty  in  arriving  at  entirely  reliable  figures  regarding 
infantile  mortality  in  this  Colony,  owing  to  the  aosence  of  sufficient  data,  the  chief  of 
which  is  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining  the  population.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  reliable 
estimates  of  population  at  the  various  age  periods  are  available.  The  last  Census  was 
taken  in  1891  and  the  next  Census  prior  to  that  was  in  1875.  This  latter  Census  was, 
in  many  respects,  a  faulty  one,  and,  moreover,  many  of  the  population  areas  taken  in 
1891  had  no  existence  in  1875.  But  even  were  the  figures  obtained  at  both  these 
Censuses  absolutely  accurate,  no  reliable  population  for  the  years  succeeding  1891  can  be 
obtained  in  the  usual  manner,  by  calculation,  for  two  reasons.  Firstly,  the  long  period 
of  16  years  intervening  between  the  two  Censuses  and,  secondly,  the  great  movements  of 
population  which  have  occurred  in  most  centres  of  the  Colony,  especially  during  the  last 
lew  years,  by  inunigration. 

2.  With  regard,  moreover,  to  the  actual  figures  of  deaths  recorded,  owing  to  the 
methods  of  registration  laid  down  by  the  Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  no  figures 
on  which  any  conclusions  can  be  based  are  available  in  regard  to  the  rural  districts  of  the 
Colony.  In  these  districts  a  period  of  three  months  is  allowed  for  the  registration  of 
births  and  deaths,  and  during  that  time  there  is  ample  opportunity  for  omissions  in  the 
registrations  to  take  place. 

Moreover,  no  medical  certificate  of  cause  of  death  has  to  be  produced.  In  urban 
areas,  on  the  other  hand,  deaths  have  to  be  registered  within  a  period  of  36  hours  fix>m 
the  occurrence,  and  no  dead  body  can  be  buried  without  a  burial  order  issued  by  the 
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Registrar  of  Deaths  on  receipt  of  the  notification,  and  the  medical  man  who  has  attended 
the  deceased  person  has  to  furnish  a  death  cert^c^t^,  if  he  is  able  to,  shewing  the  cause 
of  death.  In  urban  areas  these  provisions  of  the  law  are  very  strictly  enforced,  and  a 
magisterial  enquiry  is  held  into  thi^  cause  of  death  ijx  nearly  every  case  m  which  a  medical 
certificate  of  death  is  not  forflicoming,  with  the  result  that  only  a  very  small  proportion 
of  deaths  registered  in  the  urban  areas  are  not  medically  certificated.  Also  in  urban 
areas  births  have  to  be  recfistered  within  a  period  of  42  days  after  their  occurrence.  The 
figures,  therefore,  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  urban  areas  for  all  practical  purposes 
may  be  taken  as  entirely  accurate. 

3.  Owing  to  the  enforcement  by  Parliament  of  great  economy  in  some  Departments 
of  the  State,  among  which  I  regret  to  say  falls  the  Statistical  Diepartment,  sufiident 
means  are  not  available  for  the  proper  sorting  and  tabulating  of  births  and  deaths 
statistics.  On  the  urgent  representations  however,  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Colony,  it  has  been  possible  to  tabulate  fairly  completely  the  figures  in  regard  to 
certain  chief  towns  of  the  Colony,  and  it  is  only  in  regard  to  these  towns  that  figures,  on 
which  reliable  conclusions  can  be  based  are  obtainable. 

4.  In  the  accompanying  tables  I  have  dealt  with  32  of  these  chief  towns  for  the  quin- 
quennial period  included  in  the  years  1896  to*  1900.  These  32  chirf  towns,  are  of  all 
sizes,  from  the  larger  toT^Tis,  such  as  Cape  Town  and  I?ort  Elizabeth,  down  to  small 
towns  or  villages  of  the  veld,  and  are  situate  in  all  pqrtipns  of  the  Colony,  and  are  of 
varying  local  conditions.  *  They,  therefore,  form  a  fair  sample  of  the  health  of  the  urban 
and  semi-urban  populations  of  the  Colony  and,  incidentally,  it  may  be  mentioned,  of  the 
rest  of  British  South  Africa.  In  the  attached  Table  (1)  will  be  found  the  names  of 
these  towns,  with  their  populations  given  separately  for  Europeans,  coloured,  and  all 
races  at  the  last  Census  taken  in  1891  and  calculated  for  the  middle  of  the  year  1900. 

5.  Although  statistics  of  present  populations  are  wanting,  a  reasonable  accurate 
standard  of  infantile  mortality  can  be  obtained  by  calculating  the  proportion  of  deaths 
under  one  year  of  age  on  the  births  occurring  during  the  year  in  the  area  under 
examination.  Strictly  speaking,  of  course,  the  births  fi-om  the  middle  of  the  preceding 
year  to  the  middle  of  the  year  under  review  should  be  taken,  but  it  is  usual  to  take  the 
oirths  occurring  in  the  same  year  as  that  in  which  the  deaths  are  taken.  This  method, 
however,  fails  if  there  occurs  during  the  year  much  immigration  or  emigration  either  of 
pregnant  women,  which  affects  births,  or  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  which  affects 
the  deaths. 

This  disturbing  fiictor  has  occurred,  as  a  result  of  the  war,  during  the  years  1899 
and  1900,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  accompanying  tables  of  births  and  of  deaths 
under  one  year,  and  the  ratios  of  mortality  obtained  from  them  (Tables  2,  3,  and  4). 
Owing  to  the  occurrence  of  a  fire  in  the  office  of  the  Registrar,  some  of  the  dealh 
statifttics  for  the  latter  portion  of  the  year  1899  were  destroyed,  and  the  figures  are, 
therefore,  only  complete  for  the  period  from  1st  January  to  the  15th  August,  or  seven- 
and-a-half  months  ;  during  that  time  there  were  registered  in  the  32  chirf  towns  the 
following  deaths  of  infants  under  five  years  : — 


Europeans. 


Coloured. 


715 


All  Races. 


2,995 


If  deaths  had  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  the  same  proportion,  there 
should,  for  the  whole  year,  have  been  registered  : — 


Europeans. 


1,144 


Coloured. 


All  Races. 


3,648 


4,7.»2 
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but  afe  a  matter  of  feet  there  were  actually  registered  :— 

;j 

!            Europeans. 

Coloured. 

AU  Races. 

1,462 

4,278 

5,740 

in  other  words,  an  excess  of  deaths  occurred  during  the  latter  three-and-a-half  months  of 
the  year,  amounting  to  : — 


Europeans. 


318 


Coloured. 


630 


All  Races. 


948 


This  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  occurs  synchronously  with  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  and  the  immigration  of  women  and  children  into  the  Colonial  towns,  chiefly  from  the 
Transvaal  and  Free  State,  but  also  in  a  measure  from  rural  districts  of  the  Colony.  The 
increase  also  continues  through  the  year  1900. 

On  referring  to  the  table  of  births  it  will  be  seen  .that  the  number  of  these  also 
'  hp  d  up  during  the  years   1899   and  1900  ;    the  following  are   the  totals   for   the 
ciiief  towns : — 


, 

liiiiropean. 

Coloured. 

All  Races. 

1896 

4,593 

5,766 

10,359 

1897 

4,850 

6,434 

11,284 

1898 

5,111 

6,920 

12,031 

1899 

5,425 

■ 

7,227 

12,652 

1900 

5,723 

7368 

13,091 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  increase  in  the  number  of  births  is,  as  might  be 
expected,  chiefly  among  the  Europeans,  and  if  1;he  figures  of  the  different  towns  are 
examined,  it  will  be  found  that  they  entirely  accord  with  what  we  know  to  have  been  the 
circumstances  occurring  therein  during  the  war,  thus,  for  instance,  a  great  influx  of 
European  refugees  took  place  in  Cape  Town  and  the  suburban  municipalities,  and  in  Port 
Elizaoeth  and  East  London.  No  very  large  increase,  however,  occurred  among  the 
coloured  population.  The  births,  which  in  these  four  towns  amounted  in  the  year  1898 
to:— 


Earopean. 


2,629 


Colonred. 


3,770 


All  Races. 


6399 


became  in  1899  and  1900,  respectively  : — 


Earopean. 

;       't 

2,991 
3,330 


Coloured. 

4,091 
4,287 


All  Races. 

7,042 
7,61V 
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Again  in  Kimberley  and  Beacr»n8field,  from  whence  a  considerable  exodus  of  women 
and  children  took  place  prior  to  the  siege,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  births,  which  in  1898 
amounted  to : — 


Earopeans. 


Coloured. 


556 


652 


All  Races. 


l,20d 


dropped  in  1899  and  1900  respectively,  too  : — 


European. 

499 
451 


Coloured. 


All  Races. 


606 
497 


1,105 
948 


The  same  thing  is  seen  in  Aliwal  North  and  Prince  Albert,  whence  a  similar  exodus 
took  place,  while  in  other  towns  such  as  Worcester,  Oudtshoom,  Robertson,  Malmesbury, 
Mossal  Bay,  the  figures  for  the  diflferent  years  have  remained  stationery,  as  these  places 
were  not  during  these  years  materially  affected  by  the  war.  In  order  to  eliminate  the 
effect  of  the  war  I  have  caused  the  figures  of  the  three  normal  years  1896, 1897  and  1898, 
to  be  brought  together  in  one  total,  in  Table  5. 

6.  On  reference  to  Table  4,  shewing  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  per  thousand  of  births  registered  during  the  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are 
exceedingly  wide  variations  between  the  death  rates  for  Europeans  and  for  Coloured  ;  and 
between  one  town  and  another.  Some  of  the  death  rates  for  coloured  are  so  high  that, 
to  a  person  unacquainted  with  the  conditions  obtaininff  in  this  Colony,  their  accuracy 
might  be  doubted.  It  will  be  observed  that,  while  for  Europeans  the  average  death  rate 
of  the  combined  towns  varies  between  147  and  214  per  1 ,000,  that  for  coloured  ranges 
between  300  and  409  per  1,000.  Also  the  lowest  rate  in  any  town  recorded,  namely, 
that  in  TJitenhage  for  Europeans  is  70  per  1,000,  and  the  highest  395  for  Cradock. 
The  lowest  for  coloured  is  100  per  1,000  in  Swellendam,  and  the  highest  915  in 
Beaconsfield,  wliich  latter,  however,  was  exceeded  by  Cradock  during  the  year  1900, 
where  seven  more  deaths  occurred  than  births.  K  we  exclude  from  our  view  the  figures 
for  the  years  1899  and  1900  (which  in  Kimberley  and  Beaconsfield  were  largely  affected 
by  the  siege),  it  will  be  seen  that  the  infantile  mortaUty,  which  is  everywhere  excessive, 
is  in  some  parts  of  the  Colony  at  all  times  enormous  ;  thus  in  Beaconsfield,  in  these  years 
the  mortality  among  Europeans  varies  between  250  and  314  per  1,000,  and  amoug 
coloured  between  449  and  702  per  thousand  ;  in  Cradock  and  feeaufort  West,  Prince 
Albert  and  Oudtshoom  the  same  state  of  things  is  seen.  In  these  places  and  indeed 
throughout  the  Colony  both  urban  and  rural,  the  standard  of  sanitation  is  lamentable, 
overcrowding  of  dwellings,  domestic  filth  and  improper  feeding  being  supreme. 

7.  A  reference  to  Table  (6)  will  indicate  the  chief  diseases  causing  this  great 
mortality.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  prime  factor  is  diarrhoea,  enteritis  and  diseases  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  which  during  the  quinquennial  period  were  responsible  for  75  per  1,000 
of  deaths,  under  one  year,  occurring  among  European  children,  and  for  102  per  1,000 
among  the  coloured.  Next  to  this  cause  comes  affections  of  the  respiratory  organs, 
chiefly  bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  which  caused  18  per  1,000  of  deaths  among  Europeans, 
and  67  per  1,000  among:  coloured.  Then  follows  convulsions  causing  a  death  rate  of 
17  per  1,000  among  Europeans,  and  65  per  1,000  among  coloured,  and  tuberculous 
disease  with  5*5  per  1,000  among  Europeans,  and  eight  per  1,000  among  coloured. 

It  will  also  be  observed  that  the  difference  in  the  general  death  rate  among 
Europeans  and  coloured  infents  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  the  difference  in  the  number 
of  deaths  occurring  in  the  two  races  from  those  causes  which  are  chiefly  dependent  on 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  life. 
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8.  In  the  absence  of  population  returns  an  attempt  may  be  made  to  estimate  the 
mortality  among  infents  at  age  periods  above  one  year  by.working  on  the  births  registered 
in  the  preceding  years  ;  thus,  if  in  1896  in  the  32  chief  towns  4,593  European  children 
were  born,  and  898  died  under  one  year,  we  may  assume  that  in  the  year  following  1897, 
there  will  have  been  3,695  children  over  the  age  of  one  year  and  under  the  age  of 
two  years,  and  if  during  this  year  170  children  died  between  the  ages  of  one  year  and 
two  years  there  will  be  carried  on  to  the  year  1898,  3,525  children  over  the  age  of  two 
years  and  under  the  age  of  three  years  ;  and  so  on  for  each  year.  Owing,  however,  t<» 
the  influence  of  immigration  and  emigration  this  method  of  calculation  becomes  more  and 
more  unreliable  the  further  we  proceed.  In  table  No.  (7),  however,  will  be  found  the 
death  rates  at  each  year  of  age  up  to  five  years  for  the  32  chief  towns  of  the  Colony, 
separately  for  Europeans,  coloured  and  all  races.  These  figures,  which  may  be  taken  for 
what  they  are  worth,  display  the  same  increase  of  mortality  in  the  years  1899  and  1900 
for  the  age  periods  above  one  year,  as  has  been  shown  to  occur  for  infants  under  one 
year. 

9.  If  the  above  results  be  compared  with  those  obtaining  in  England  and  Wales,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  rate  of  mortality  is  for  European  children  50  per  cent,  greater  in  thi^ 
towns  of  this  Colony  than  in  the  towns  of  England,  while  the  mortality  of  coloured  i^ 
fipom  100  per  cent,  to  150  per  cent.,  and  even  above  that,  greater  than  the  mortality 
among  Euroj^ean  children  in  urban  areas  in  England.  Strictly  speaking,  however,  only 
the  death  rates  for  European  children  can  be  compared,  and  even  among  these  no  real 
comparison  can  be  instituted,  for  in  this  Colony  there  is  the  absence  of  a  rigorous  climate, 
of  deprivation  and  want,  afid  of  the  effect  of  density  of  population  and  manufacturing 
centres,  which  are  factors  largely  contributing  to  the  death  rate  in  the  English  towns. 

10.  For  convenience  of  reference  I  append  some  rates  of  infant  mortality  taken  from 
the  last  decennial  report,  that  for  1881-1890,  of  the  Registrar-General  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Average  annual  ratio  of  deaths  under  one  year  for  thousand  births. 

The  whole  of  England  and  Wales 

Twenty-eight  chief  towns 

Fifty  similar  towns 

Rural  England        

Death  rates  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  living  at  one  year. 

'TLeasies  •••  «••  ••#  •.•  ••.  ...  ..•         iji  tj § 

• 

Diphtheria,  Croup  and  Laryngitis      1*09 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia      •J9*39' 

Fever  (including  all  forms) 0*95 

Diarrhoeal  diseases,  including  Dysentery,  simple  Cholera,  and 

Gastro-Enteritis 16*04 

I  attach  Table  (8)  a  classified  return,  which  I  have  caused  to  be  made  from  the 
Transvaal  Government  Gazette,  of  the  deaths  which  occuired  in  15  Concentration  Camps 
during  varying  periods,  but  roughly  for  a  period  of  two  and  a  half  weeks,  from  the  end 
of  August  to  the  middle  of  September,  from  which  it  will  be  observed  that  a  total  of  848 
deaths  took  place,  of  which  number  533  were  in  persons  under  five  years  and  315  in 
persons  over  that  age.  Without  the  requisite  knowledge  of  population,  its  race  and  its 
age  periods  living  in  these  Camps,  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  firom  these  figures  any  rates 
of  mortality.  It  is,  however,  of  importance  to  note*  that  of  this  number  Measles  are 
responsible  for  360  deaths,  of  which  number  257  were  under  five  years  ;  Bronchitis  was 
the  cause  of  death  in  69  cases,  62  of  which  were  under  five  years  ;  and  Pneumonia  in  117 
cases,  40  of  which  were  under  five  years.  In  all  probability  most  of  these  cases  of 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia,  in  infiuits  at  any  rate,  were  the  result  of  the  epidemic  of 
Measles,  and,  if  so,  about  546  deaths,  359  of  which  were  under  five  years,  of  tne  848,  are 
thus  accounted  for. 

10659  n 
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7  under  five  years. 

53 

41      „ 

13 
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30 
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18 

Of  the  diseases  chiefly  dependent  on  insanitary  conditions  and  ill-ieeding,  then 
occurred  : — 

Enteric  fever  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

jLiiarmosa  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

J-/ y  sen  uCf  y  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Gastro-enteritis  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

There  are  thus  left  for  all  other  causes  92  deaths  of  persons  under  five  years,  and  63  over 
that  age. 

In  my  opinion  these  figures  can  be  compared  with  neater  justice  with  the  figure 
which  I  have  given  above  for  urban  areas  of  the  Colony  than  with  any  figures,  were  snch 
available,  for  the  rural  areas  of  the  Colony. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  term  ^^  European  "  includes  all  whites,  and  the  tern 
^'coloured    all  natives,  Asiatics,  and  half-castes. 

A.  John  Gregobt, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Uie  Colony. 
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Table  I. 


l^ble  8howi]U[  foe  the  82  Chief 
Towus  of  the  Colony  and  for  the 
towns   of  Wellinirton,  Qeorge,  and 
Barghendorp,  the  popnladon  aooord- 
ing  to  the  Censoe  of  1891. 

IWble  Rhowiag  for  the  S3  CMtf 
Towni  of  the  Colony  and  for  th. 
towni   of  WelUngton,  OMrKe,  and 
Bnrghsndorp,  th«  MtimAted  popa- 
latdon  to  the  middle  of  1900. 

Bnropean. 

Golonzad. 

AUBMes. 

Enropeut. 

Coloued. 

AUBmm. 

Cape  Town         

25^93 

25,858 

51,251 

30,054 

36,469 

66,523 

Suburban  Municipalities 

13,288 

11,398 

24,686 

21,883 

17,686    1     39,569 

Oreen  and  Sea  Point     

2,163 

763 

2,926 

3,174 

1,282 

4,456 

8iinon*8  Town  and  Kalk  Bay  ... 

2,993 

2,039 

5,032 

3,944 

2,455 

639» 

Port  Elizabeth 

13,297 

9,969 

23,266 

16,961 

16,164 

33,125 

Kimberley           

12,658 

16,060 

28,718 

12,000 

19,000 

31,000 

Beaconsfield        

4,396 

6,082 

10,478 

2,550 

7,000 

9,550- 

Orahamstown     

6,297 

4,201 

10,498 

6,915 

7,482 

14,397 

East  London       ...  ^     

4,760 

2,164 

6,924 

10,190 

3,694 

13.884 

King  William's  Town 

4,870 

2,356 

7,226 

5,357 

3,780 

9,137 

Paarl         

3,064 

4,604 

7,668 

3,613 

5,434 

9,047 

Oraaff  Reinet      

2,826 

3,120 

5,946 

3,049 

3,939 

•   6,988 

Uitenhage           

3,146 

2,185 

5,331 

4,481 

2,308 

6,789 

Cradook 

1,736 

2,653 

4389 

2,724 

4,906 

7,630 

Worcester 

2.081 

3,323 

5,404 

2,619 

4,020 

6,639 

Oudtohoom         

2,189 

2,197 

4386 

3,491 

3,776 

7,267 

Queenstown        

2,178 

1,916 

4,094 

2,917 

2,780 

5,697 

Stellenbosoh       

1,268 

2,194 

3,462 

1,407 

2,241 

3,648 

Beaufort  West    ... 

1,283 

1,508 

2,791 

1,741 

2,131 

3,872 

Somerset  East     

1,090 

1,804 

2.894 

1,188 

2,188 

3376 

Robertson           

1,349 

772 

2,121 

2,021 

1,077 

3,098 

Malmesbury        

1,103 

1,358 

2,461 

1,341 

1,572 

2,913 

Aliwal  North      

949 

1,108 

2,057 

1,284 

1,485 

2,769 

Mossel  Bay         

907 

1,154 

2,061 

1,006 

1,678 

2,684 

Prince  Albert      

695 

749 

1,4 14 

832 

1,090 

1,622 

Swellendam        

738 

989 

.    1,727 

630 

961 

1,591 

Total  for  32  Chief  Towns 

116,717 

112,524 

229,241 

147,372 

156,598 

303,980 

Wellington          

1,286 

1,439 

2.725 

1,494 

1,598 

3,092 

Oeorge      

1336 

1,049 

2,385 

1,509 

1,180           2,681) 

Burghersdorp     ...        ...        ••• 

814 

980 

1,794 

1,015 

1,106 

2,121 

10659 
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Table  III.,  showing  for  each  of  the  32  Chief  Towns  of  the  Colony,  and  for  the  Towns 
of  Wellington,  Greorge,  and  Burghersdorp,  the  Number  of  Deaths  registered  for 
the  Years  1896  to  1900  at  the  different  Age  Periods  under  5  years,  distinguishing 
between  Europeans  and  Coloured. 


1896. 


Chief  Towns. 


Under  1  year. 


I  1 1 


1  year 

and  onder 

'2  years. 


0 


It 


3  years 

and  under 

8  years. 


S  years 

and  nnder 

4  years. 


4  years 

and  under 

6  years. 


Total  under 
6  years. 


1 

a 
o 

6 


111 


p 

o 


Z       0 


Cape  Town 

^Suburban 
palities. 


Munici- 


Oreen  and  Sea  Point 

Simon's    Town     and 
KalkBay. 

Port  Elisabeth 

Kin-.berley     

Beaoonsfield ' 

Orahamstown 

East  London 

King  Williamstown... 

Paarl 

Oraaff  Beinet 

Fitenhage     

Cradook         

Woroester      

Ondtshoom 

Queenstown 

Stellenboech 

Beaufort  West 

Somerset  East 

Robertson      

Malmesbury 

Aliwal  North 

MoeselBay' 

Prince  Albert] 

Swellendam 


Total  for  82  Chief 
Towns. 


150 
18S 

13 

17 

106 
67 
89 
43 
32 
24 
27 
22 
22 
27 
18 
37 
20 

5 
25 

7 
16 
11 

4 

18 
4 


898 


4?1 
189 

7 
20 

288 
164 
99 
100 
58 
27 
89 
88 
65 
61 
70 
82 
52 
34 
69 
35 
?8 
6 
17 
12 
16 
13 


571 
324 

20 
37 

394 

231 

138 

143 

70 

51 

116 

110 

87 

88 

88 

119 

72 

89 

94 

42 

44 

17 

•Jt> 

16 

34 

17 


•I 
2090 '2988 


32 

97 

129 

32 

50 

82 

4 

— 

4 

1 

2 

8 

38 

121 

153 

22 

33 

55 

7 

23 

80 

6 

57 

68 

5 

6 

11 

10 

7 

17 

5 

31 

36 

12 

89 

51 

6 

27 

88 

6 

41 

47 

2 

19 

21 

15 

30 

45 

7 

13 

20 

3 

10 

13 

8 

24 

32 

1 

19 

20 

3 

8 

11 

2 

7 

9 

4 ! 

4 
4 

8 

4 

14 

10 

1 
8 

15 
5 

1 
6 

1 


10 


28 
24 

1 
1 

72 

11 

3 

24 

2 

6 

19 

17 

7 
5 
9 
9 

1 

14 

5 

5 

I 

3 

8 
4 


42 

4 

16 

34 

8 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

87 

4 

33 

16 

4 

6 

2 

2 

30 

— 

9 

2 

1 

2 

1 

10 

1 

4 

22 

2 

18 

20 

8 

11 

8 

— 

4 

6 

2 

3 

10 

1 

12 

11 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

15 

— 

11 

5 

— 

2 

7 

8 

4 

5 

2' 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

1 

9 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

20 
11 


37 

10 

4 

9 

3 

3 

5 

SO 

14 

4 

5 

18 

7 

2 

11 

2 

7 

2 

J 
5 
2 


238  '  678 


916  I  83 


279  I  362 


48 


152  200  24 


17 

10 


28 
4 

1 
5 

1 
2 
6 
7 
5 
3 
7 
8 
8 
8 
1 
3 


206 
189 

19 
22 

168 
99 
49 
56 
40 
39 
89 
39 
34 
86 
23 
56 
31 
11 
34 

S 
24 
19 
14 

6 
28 

6 


93 


117 


1291 


574 
272 

8 
24 

637 

217 

128 

194 

45 

87 

130 

170 

127 

117 

100 

139 

81 

47 

126 

62 

48 

14 

22 

22 

31 

20 


779 
461 

27 
46 

705 
816 
177 
260 
85 
76 
IISI 
909 
161 
152 
123 
194 
112 
58 
160 
70 
72 
38 
36 
27 


3292 


4583 


*  Suburban  Munidpalitiee  includes  Woodstock,  Mowbray,  Claremont,  Wynberg,  Maitland,  and  Bondeboeeh. 
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Table  III.,  showing  for  each  of  the  3^,  Chief  Towns  of  the  Colony,  and  for  the  Town3 
of  Wellington,  Creorge,  ^d  BuFghe^sdorp,  the  Number  of  Deaths  registered  for 
the  Years  1896  to  1900  at  th^e  different  Age  Periods  under  5  years,  distinguishing 
between  Europeans  and  Coloured — pontinued. 


Chief  Towns. 


1897. 


Under  1  year. 


Q 

S 


1  year 

and  tindec 

2  years. 


s 


1 


3  years 

and  under 

3  years. 


8  years 

and  nnder 

4  years. 


s 


t 


4  years 

and  under 

6  years. 


Total  under 
5  years. 


8 


I 


Cape  Town 

^Suburban      Munioi- 
palities. 

Green  and  Sea  Point 

Simon's     Town    and 
KalkBaj. 

Port  EUnbetb 

Kimberley     .••        ... 

Beaooosfield  ..• 

Orahamstown 

East  London 

King  WilUamstown... 

jraari  ..•        •••        ... 

Graaff  Belnet 

Uitenhafe     

Oradorik         •••        ... 

Woroester      .«•        ... 

Oudtshoom   ...        ... 

Qneenstown 

Stellenboedh 

Beaufort  We«b 

Somerset  East 

Bobertson      ... 

Ualmesbnry 

AUwal  North 

MosMlBay 

Prinoe  Albert 

Swellendam 


Total  for  8S  Chief 
Towns. 


143 
127 

16 

8 

98 

83 

33 

31 

40 

30 

19 

22 

26 

24 

15 

19 

22 

9 

23 

7 

10 

8 

6 

5 

12 

2 


837 


396 

638 

1 
31 

237 

364 

15. 

9 

26 

7 

24 

32 

9 

264 

362 

28 

174 

267 

20 

126 

169 

8 

83 

114 

4 

34 

74 

11 

31 

61 

11 

80 

99 

8 

72 

94 

2 

67 

82 

8 

74 

98 

8 

85 

100 

2 

42 

61 

4 

66 

78 

1 

27 

86 

— 

41 

64 

7 

36 

48 

— 

16 

26 

3 

18 

21 

— 

14 

20 

2 

20 

26 

— 

18 

26 

2 

4 

6 

1 

MW 

^63 

170 

94 

67 

2 

4; 

88 
53 
88 
2i 

8 

22 

11 

19 

7 

32 

11 

17 

12 

14 

12 

11 

4 

6 

8 

3 

1 


125 
72 

9 
6 

106 

72 

46 

28^ 

20 

19 

25 

18 

27 

10 

84 

16 

18i 

12 

21 

12 

14 

4 

7 

8 

6 

2 


28 
21 


1   -. 
—  4   S 


660. 


780  68  198 


29 

25 

12 

10 

3 

8 

6 

9 

8 


36 
81 

1 
3 

34 

88 

13 

10 

6 

6 

8 

10 
8 
4 
2 
9 
7 
6 
5 

3 

5 
4 
6 

I 
1 


12 
6 


16 
12 


20 
18 
12 
4 
2 
6 
8 
5 
4 
6 
6 
4 
5 
8 
4 
4 
4 
8 
8 
6 
2 
2 


261 


36 


117 


168 


1-6 
11 


13 
10 
5 
1 
4 
1 
3 
4 
2 
3 
1 
2 
4 

1 
2 

1 

2 

2 
2 
1 


193 
163 

24 
10 

138 
118 
43 
86 
57 
47 
26 
26 
88 
28 
17 
27 
24 
10 
32 

7 
16 

8 
14 
10 
15 

4 


548 
327 

11 
81 

402 

272 

192 

121 

49 

46 

112 

100 

90 

98 

126 

64 

88 

^ 
63 
64 
81 
26 
22 
86 
20 
8 


25 


76 


\Ql   .1121 


2977 


741 
490 

85 

41 

586 

390. 

285 

167 

106 

.  98 

18$ 

126 

128 

121 

148 

91 

112 

56 

96 

61 

47 

83 

86 

46 

85 

12 


4098 


*  Suburban  Mi;niof|iaUti8s  i^udndef .  WopdatMiky  Mowbiagr,  Ck^remonty/WynbeiVi  Maitland,  and  Rondebosoh. 
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Table  III.,  showing  for  each  of  the  32  Chief  Towns  of  the  Colony,  and  for  the  Town^ 
of  WelUngton,  George,  and  Burghersdorp,  the  Ntlmber  of  Deaths  registered  for 
the  Years  1896  to  1900  at  the  different  Age  Periods  under  o  years,  distingaishintr 
between  Europeans  and  Coloured — continued: 


1898. 


Chikf  Towns. 

•Under  1  year. 

1  year 

and  nnder 

2  years. 

2  years 
and  under 

3  years. 

3  years 
and  nnder 

4  years. 

4  years 
and  nnder 

5  years. 

Total  under 
5  yean. 

} 

I 

i 

1 

J 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

j 

1 

1 

1 

Gkpe  Town 

135 

467 

602 

23 

111 

134 

7 

20 

27 

6 

17 

23 

3 

12 

15 

1 

174  ,  627 

^Sabnrban      Manici- 
palitii«8. 

175 

268 

433 

32 

74 

106 

5 

21 

26 

2 

7 

9 

3 

3 

6 

217      363  i  580 

Qreen  and  Sea  Point 

10 

6 

16 

5 

4 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 





17 

10      t7 

Simon's    Town    and 
KalkBay. 

10 

21 

31 

2 

4 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

— 

"" 

—  • 

16 

27'    42 

1 

Port  Klimbeth 

106 

249 

354 

11 

84 

95 

3 

32 

35 

3 

19 

22 

» 

10 

13 

185  !  394  -  5U< 

Kimbtfley     

85 

194 

279 

25 

62 

87 

6 

32 

38 

3 

11 

14 

2 

6 

8 

1 
121  :  305    lib 

30 

102 

132 

8 

38 

46 

5 

14 

19 

1 

4 

5 

1 

3 

4 

45  j  161    20^: 

Grahanutown 

26 

116 

142 

5 

28 

33 

1 

21 

22 

— 

11 

11 

1 

6 

7 

83 

182    2i: 

■nt  London 

61 

47 

98 

13 

19 

32 

1 

2 

8 

2 

5 

7 

— 

1 

1 

67 

74  ;  HI 

King  Williamstown... 

17 

34 

61 

8 

30 

38 

3 

8 

11 

— 

7 

7 

1 

8 

4 

89 

82  <  111 

Paarl  

27 

75 

102 

3 

23 

26 

2 

8 

10 

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

32 

111     143 

Graair  Reinet 

31 

77 

108 

6 

32 

38 

1 

11 

12 

1 

2 

3 

I 

1 

2 

40 

123     163 

Uitenhage     

27 

73 

100 

3 

27 

30 

1 

10 

— 

15 

15 

1 

8 

9 

88 

132     164 

Cnd€«k 

23 

78 

aoi 

1 

28 

29 

— 

9 

— 

6 

6 

— 

8 

3 

24 

124     14- 

Worcester 

18 

69 

87 

4 

29 

33 

2 

19 

21 

2 

15 

17 

— 

4 

4 

26 

136,161 

Oudtshoom   ... 

21 

65 

86 

3 

27 

30 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

25 

101    m 

Qneenstown  ... 

20 

85 

105 

7 

42 

49 

1 

12 

13 

1 

15 

16 

— 

9 

9 

29 

163    1» 

SteUenhorah 

2 

24 

26 

— 

11 

11 

1 

2 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

8 

42      45 

Beanfort  West 

16 

70 

86 

2 

13 

15 

— 

16 

16 

2 

1 

3 

2 

8 

5 

22 

102  '  m 

Somerset  East 

3 

24 

27 

— 

16 

16 

— 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

8 

8 

46"    51 

Robertson      

16 

20 

36 

3 

12 

13 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

80 

35  '    ST. 

Malmesbiiry  ... 

7 

16 

23 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

-^ 

7 

1 
21  ,    3^ 

AUwal  North 

14 

23 

37 

4 

9 

13 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

19 

36  1    .w 

1 

MosselBay 

8 

24 

32 

3 

9 

12 



2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

14 

36      30 

PrinoeAlb«ii 

6 

10 

15 

2 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

9 

18  '  a 

Swellendam 

4 

8 

12 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^ 

— 

1 

1 

5 

10 

15 

Total  for  82  Chief 
Towns. 

866 

2235 

3121 

174 

739 

913 

44 

250 

294 

28 

148 

176 

21 

86 

107 

1153 

3458 

— 

4«I1 

*  Snbnrban  Vnnicipalities  includes  Woodstoek,  Mowbray,  Claremont,  Wynberg,  Maitiand,  and  Bondebosoh. 
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K.BLX  III.,  showing  for  each  of  the  32  Chief  Towns  of  the  Colony,  and  for  the  Towns 
of  W^Vington,  George,  and  Burge«d(irj),  the  Number  of  Deaths  registered' "for 
tl|e  Years  1396  to  1900  at  the  different  Age  Periods  under  5  years,  distinguishing 
between  Europeans  and  Colouried — continued. 


1899.— For  Period  Ist  January  to  15th  Angust 

Chief  Towns. 

Under  1 

year. 

1  year 

and  under 

2  years. 

2  years 

and  under 

8  years. 

3  years 
and  under 

4  years. 

4  years 

and  under 

6  years. 

Total  under 
5  years. 

• 

Total  under 
5  years  for  period 

1st  January 

toSlstDeoember, 

18p9. 

- 

j 

i 

^ 

1 

1 

1 

%  ^ 

Coloured. 
Total. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

» 

1 

1 

} 

i 
1 

1 

pe  Town           

79 

278 

857 

33 

127 

160 

11 

53 

64 

2 

21 

23 

3 

11 

14 

128 

490 

618 

237 

861 

1098 

aborban  Mnnioipalities 

84 

128 

212 

20 

64 

84 

5 

24 

29 

4 

7 

11 

1 

2 

3 

114 

225 

339 

261 

476 

727 

een  and  Sea  Poiiit 

10 

4 

14 

1 

— 

1    - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

4 

15 

17 

9 

26 

nons  Town    and   Kalk 

Bay. 

rt  Elisabeth      

8 

18 

26 

— 

— 

—  1  — 

1 !  1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

9 

20 

29 

19 

29 

48 

79 

188 

267 

18 

67 

86      4 

29 

33 

— 

18 

18 

1 

4 

5 

102 

306 

408 

196 

609 

805 

mberley             

48 

105 

148 

9 

37 

46      3 

16 

19 

2 

8 

10 

2 

5 

7 

59 

171 

230 

150 

328 

478 

taconsfield          

14 

60 

74 

1 

19 

;» 

1 

8 

9 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1 

^7 

90 

107 

34 

209     243 

rahamstown        

17 

56 

73 

6 

17 

28 

2 

22 

24 

— 

6 

6 

— 

4 

4 

25 

105* 

130 

46 

199  j  244 

ist  London         

28 

22 

50 

8 

13 

21 

1 

2 

3       1 

2 

3  ^     1 

3 

4 

39 

42 

81 

104 

67     171 

ing  Williamstown 

22 

30 

62 

8 

9 

17 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

3 

— 

_ 

33 

43 

76 

61 

76  j  127 

larl          

11 

32 

43 

7 

14 

21 

— 

5 

5 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

-- 

— 

19 

51 

70 

33 

114  j  147 

raaff  Reinet        

13 

66 

79 

1 

26 

27 

1 

10 

11 

2 

5 

7 

1 

6 

7 

18 

113 

181 

52 

236 

288 

itenhage             ...        ...  i 

8 

49 

57 

5 

20 

23 

1 

9 

10 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

6 

19 

83 

102 

34 

146 

180 

radock      < 

7 

41 

48 

1 

16 

17 

— 

5 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

63 

71 

18 

104 

122 

'oroeater  ...         ...        ...  ; 

10 

38 

48 

3 

14 

17 

— 

8 

8 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

13 

65-78 

26 

123 

149 

adtshoom           

13 

39 

52 

3 

27 

30 

1 

6 

7 

4 

8 

7  j  — 

3 

3 

21 

78 

99 

32 

128 

160 

neenstown 

7 

35 

42 

1 

7 

8 

— 

2 

2 

— 

■— 

"""  1 

1 

1 

8 

45 

53 

25 

117 

142 

tellenboHch         

3 

Id 

21 

1 

17 

"i 

— 

7 

7 

1 

2 

sj- 

1 

1 

5 

45 

60 

9 

70 

79 

eaufort  West      ... 

lo 

47 

62 

4 

16 

20 

1 

7 

8 

1 

6 

1 

7       1 

2 

3 

22 

78 

100 

46 

128 

173 

omereet  East    

4 

26 

30 

— 

6 

6 

2 

4 

6 

1 

6 

7     — 

— 

— 

7 

42 

49 

•10 

76 

86 

lobertson 

G 

16 

22 

5 

4 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

20 

31 

25 

30 

55 

labnesbury 

4 

6 

10 

2 

7 

9 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1     — 

2 

2 

6 

19 

25 

10 

27 

37 

iliwal  North       ...  "    ... 

2 

21 

23 

1 

3 

4 

— 

2 

2     - 

1 

2 

2 

3 

28 

31 

9 

35 

44 

lo'wet  Bay            

5 

13 

18 

1 

4 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

7 

20 

27 

12 

28 

40 

Mnoe  Albert       

5 

13 

18 

2 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

7 

21 

28 

13 

33 

46 

^wellendam         

3 

9 

12 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

— 

—  ^ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

13 

17 

6 

20 

26 

Total  for  32  Chief 
Towns. 

500 

1358 

1858 

141 

510 

681 

37 

227 

264 

23 

101 

124 

14 

54 

68 

715 

2280 

2995 

1462 

4278 

5740 

Estimated  Total  for  1899 

I 
t 

800 

2173 

2973 

226 

864 

1090 

59 

363 

422 

37 

162 

199 

22 

86 

108 

1144 

3648 

4792 

— 

— 

— 

IKellington           

4 

12 

le 

-|. 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

-.- 

— 

— 

6 

17 

22 

13 

38 

51 

^   orge       

9 

3 

12 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

4 

15 

16 

19 

35 

5     ghersdorp 

4 

11 

15 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

"1  ' 

1 

1 

— 

5 

14 

19 

8 

20 

28 

S559 


*  Sabarban.MnniQipaiitiea  inolade  .Woodstock,  HowMy,  Clazemont,  Wynberg,  Maidand,  and  Bondeboeoh. 
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Table  III.,  showing  for  each  of  the  32  Chief  Towns  of  the  Colony,  and  for  the  Towna 
of  Wellington,  George,  and  Burghersdorp,  the  Number  of  Deaths  registered  for 
the  Years  1896  to  1900  at  the  different  Age  Periods  under  5  years,  distinguishing 
between  Europeans  and  Coloured — continued. 


1900. 

Chief  Towns. 

Under  1  year. 

lyear 

and  under 

2  years. 

2yearB 

and  under 

3  years. 

8  years 

and  under 

4  years. 

4  years 
and  under 

5  years. 

Total  under 
Syeara. 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

» 

1 

p 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

1 

1 

i 

€ape  Town    

156 

490 

646 

45 

168 

213 

14 

67 

81 

10 

27 

37 

10 

20 

30 

236 

772 

1007 

"^Suburban      Munici. 
paUtdeB. 

251 

402 

653 

62 

167 

229 

24 

45 

69 

14 

28 

42 

7 

28 

35 

358 

670 

1038 

<3reen  and  Sea  Point 

17 

11 

28 

5 

3 

8 

3 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

86 

16 

41 

Simons     Town     and 
Kalk  Bay. 

17 

28 

45 

3 

10 

13 

1 

3 

4 

— 

2 

2 

1 

4 

6 

82 

47 

69 

Port  Elizabeth 

185 

452 

637 

59 

217 

276 

12 

121 

133 

12 

63 

75 

3 

45 

48 

271 

898 

1169 

Kimberley     

96 

200 

296 

31 

91 

122 

7 

50 

67 

7 

33 

40 

3 

18 

21 

144 

392 

536 

Beaconsfield 

18 

163 

181 

3 

48 

51 

1 

42 

43 

1 

25 

26 

— 

12 

12 

23 

290 

313 

46 

169 

215 

14 

68 

82 

4 

43 

47 

2 

26 

28 

4 

14 

18 

70 

320 

390 

East  London 

116 

70 

186 

36 

34 

69 

9 

30 

39 

4 

13 

17 

1 

9 

10 

166 

156 

821 

40 

50 

90 

20 

26 

46 

9 

7 

16 

4 

6 

10 

1 

3 

4 

74 

92 

166 

Paarl 

25 

90 

116 

8 

47 

55 

2 

10 

12 

5 

7 

12 

1 

6 

7 

41 

160 

201 

Graaff  Reinet 

28 

92 

115 

10 

35 

45 

1 

17 

18 

2 

5 

7 

2 

6 

8 

38 

166 

193 

TJitenhage     

39 

,101 

140 

20 

53 

73 

7 

26 

33 

3 

19 

22 

5 

12 

17 

74 

211 

286 

Cradock         

84 

163 

197 

12 

82 

94 

6 

49 

54 

4 

29 

83 

— 

19 

19 

56 

342 

897 

Worcester      

11 

8^ 

96 

5 

32 

37 

— 

11 

11 

— 

10 

10 

— 

5 

5 

16 

148 

159 

Oadtshoom   ... 

23 

64 

87 

4 

33 

37 

3 

14 

17 

— 

9 

9 

1 

6 

6 

31 

126 

156 

Qneenstown 

81 

95 

126 

5 

44 

49 

9 

10 

19 

2 

9 

11 

1 

6 

7 

48 

164 

212 

Stellenbo:roh ... 

« 

38 

46 

2 

16 

18 

— 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

— 

2 

2 

11 

62 

73 

Beaufort  West 

29 

89 

118 

13 

28 

41 

3 

17 

20 

— 

11 

11 

1 

7 

8 

46 

162 

198 

Somerset  East 

10 

63 

73 

8 

30 

38 

1 

13 

14 

— 

5 

6 

1 

2 

8 

20 

113 

183 

Bobertson      

• 

13 

22 

35 

4 

12 

16 

1 

1 

2 

— 

4 

4 

1 

2 

3 

19 

41 

60 

Halmesbnry 

15 

16 

31 

1 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

17 

20 

37 

Aliwal  North 

7 

22 

29 

2 

3 

5 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

27 

36 

MosselBay 

9 

28 

37 

— 

11 

11 

3 

1 

4 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1 

13 

48 

56 

Prince  Albert 

5 

6 

11 

3 

7 

10 

— 

2 

2 

I 

— 

1 

— 

—  * 

— 

9 

16 

24 

Swellendam  ... 

3 

6 

9 

1 

6 

7 

1 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

16 

21 

Totol  for  32  Chief 
Towns. 

1227 

3015 

4242 

375 

1274 

1649 

120 

590 

710 

72 

338 

410 

45 

225 

270 

1839 

6442 

7281 

Wellington 

12 

24 

36 

4 

12 

16 

1 

8 

4 

..• 

2 

8 

... 

.. 

.. 

17 

41 

68 

Ocorge           

10 

12 

22 

8 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

14 

18 

32 

Bnrghersdorp 

13 

22 

35 

1 

10 

11 

— 

3 

3 

2 

2 

— 

1 

l' 

14 

88 

62 

*  Suburban  Municipalities  includes  Woodstock,  Mowbn^,  G^aremcmt^  Wynberg,  Maitland,  and  EondebotdL 
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Table- V.J  shewmg  the  total  Number  of  Births,  the  Deaths  under  One 'Year,  and  the 
Average  Annual  Rate  of  Mortality  under  One  Year  calculated  on  the  Number  of 
BirtiiB,  for  each  of  the  32  Chief  Towns  of  tiie  Colony  during  the  Years  1896, 
18^,  and  1898. 


Namee  of  Towns. 

Total  Berths  for  years  1896,     1 
1897,  and  1898.                [ 

^-^-i 

'  Total  DMtha  under  I'  rear  for    i 
years  1896, 1897,  and  1898.     :l 

Average  Annual  Bate  of 
HortaUtjy  under  1  year.  - 

Boropean. 

GolouMd. 

AllBaoea.: 

1 

Bnrtpean. 

Uoloored. 

AlIBaoef. 

Earopean. 

dolonred. 

j 

AlIBacee. 

Gape  Town 

2,674 

4,799 

7,473 

428 

1,283 

1,711 

160-06 

1 

267-35 

228-96 

Suburban    Jfuni- 

cipalities. 
Oiten  Point  and 

8ei  Point.         ~ 
Simon's       Town 

and  Ealk  Bay. 
Port  Elizabeth  ... 

2,469 
335 
202 

1,482 

2,854 
102 
275 

2,182 

5,323 
437 
477 

3,664 

437 
39 
35 

309 

684 
22 
65 

801 

1,121 
661 
100 

1,100 

176-99 
116-42 
173-27 
208-50 

239-66 
215-69 
236  36 
367-09 

210-60 
139-59 
209-64 
302-95 

Eimberley 

1,227 

1,152 

2,379 

235 

532 

767 

191-52 

461-81 

322-40 

Beacon^field 

375 

601 

976 

102 

..  327 

429 

272-00 

544-09 

439-55 

Orahamstown    ... 

664 

685 

1,349 

100 

299 

399 

150-60 

436-50 

495-77 

East  London 

815 

394 

1,209 

123 

119 

242 

150-92 

302-03 

200-17 

King      William's 

Town. 
Paarl       

516 
368 

270 
793 

786 
1,161 

71 
73 

92 
244 

163 
"317 

137-60 
198-37 

340-74 
307-69 

207-38 
273-04 

Oraaff  Reinet    ... 

426 

572 

998 

75 

237 

312 

176-06 

414-34 

312-63 

Uitenhage 

427 

518 

945 

74 

195 

269 

173-30 

376-45 

284-66 

Cradock 

323 

417 

740 

74 

213 

287 

229-10 

510-79 

387-84 

Worcester 

217 

601 

818 

51 

224 

275 

235-02 

372-71 

336-19 

Oudtshoorn 

322 

493 

815 

77 

189 

266 

S3913 

383-37 

326-38 

Queenstown 

368 

444 

812  . 

62 

193 

.    255 

168-48 

434-68 

314-04 

Stellenbosch 

86 

364 

450 

16 

._.  85 

101 

186-05  ■ 

233-52 

244-44 

Beaufort  West  ... 

269 

365 

634 

64 

180 

,     244 

237-92 ; 

49315 

384-86 

Somerset  East  ... 

189 

298 

487 

17 

95 

112 

89-95 

31§-79 

229-98 

Robertson    * 

226 

1S6 

422 

42 

63 

105 

185-84 

321-43 

248-82 

Malmesbury 

127 

179 

306 

26 

35 

61 

204-72 

195-58 

199-35 

Aliwal  North    ... 

123 

141 

264 

29 

54 

83 

335-77 

382-98 

'314-39. 

MoBOBl  Bay      .... 

107- 

209 

316 

17 

56 

73 

158-88 

267-94 

:"23i-oi- 

Prince  Albert    ... 

146 

103 

249 

35 

39 

74 

239-73 

378-64 

297-19  , 

Swellendam 

71 

■     113 

184 

10 

25 

35 

140-85 

221-2i 

•  190-23  . 

Total    for    82 ) 
Ohief  Towns  ) 

.  14,554 

19,120 

33,674 

2,621 

6,851 

8,972 

180-09 

332-17 

;  26^:33^ 
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Tabi^e  VIa.,  showing  for  the  32  Chief  Towns  of  the  Colony  combined  the  Number  of 
Deaths  under  1  year  fix)m  certain  specified  Diseases  and  from  all  other  Diseases,  and 
the  Rate  of  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  for  the  3  years  1896-1898,  distinguishing 
between  Europeans  and  Coloured. 


DiMaBes. 

Deaths  under  1  year. 

BsteofHortaUl7. 

Bnropean. 

Coloured. 

AUBaoee. 

Bnropean. 

Oolonzed. 

AUBaoes. 

Measles ,        

Diphtheria    and     Membranous 
Croup   •.•        •••        •••        ••• 

Diseases    of    Respiratory    Sys- 
tem (chiefly    Bronchitis   and 
Pneumonia) 

'Tuberculosis,    including  Tabes 
Mesenterica,  Tubercular  Men- 
ingitis  

'Typhoid  Fever,  including  Sim- 
ple Continued  Fever,Remittent 
Fever  or  "  Fever  "      

-Simple       Cholera,      Diarrhcea, 
Dysentery        

Diseases  of    Alimentary  Canal, 
Enteritis,  Qastro  Enteritis  and 
Marasmus 

•Convulsions        

.AH  other  diseases  not  included 
in  the  above 

31 
17 

269 

79 

9 
422 

645 
260 

889 

30 
41 

1,139 

156 

46 
991 

763 
1^53 

1,832 

61 

58 

1,408 

235 

55 
1,413 

1,408 
1,613 

2,721 

213 
117 

18-48 

5-43 

•62 

29-00 

44-32 
17-86 

61-08 

1-57 
2-14 

59-57 

• 

8-16 

2-41 
51-83 

39-91 
70-76 

95-82 

1-82 
1-73 

41-95 

7-00 

1-64 
42-10 

41-95 

48-06 

81-08 

Total,  all  Causes 

2,621 

6,351 

8,972 

180-09 

33217 

267-33 

Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


33: 


o 
o 


^     O 


no   ^ 
^O 

08   ^ 

0)     CO 

tic  o 

s  ^ 

'■a  «o 

.3  ^ 

a 


QQ 

1 


CM       ^ 

1  s 

o| 


1. 

S 

a: 

ri 

■5 

fl 

05 

,_^ 

<D 

06 

•n 

4-> 

C«-i 

4^ 

o 

<0 

1 

1 

-!-> 

c5 

bn 

F! 

a 

o 

1 

a; 

^ 

<x> 

OQ 

> 

•  fH 

QQ 

l-H 

S 

>  .s 

H 


si 


li 


^  (j  s 


III! 


I 


I   I   I   I   I   I   I   I 


3 

III::- 


5-  s 


S    S; 


]     I     I     I     I 


14     1^ 


\   ^ 


lO 


SCO 

2    5- 


I    I     I    I     I 


s 


00     i-T    »«r 


I    I    I 


S 


S 


CO      2 
09 


3     i> 


00 


^       ^      lo 
gg      g     T** 


cT     oT     CO     i-T     oT     gj     «"     oo      2     «'"' 


05      g 


CO       2 


7     5:     22     -* 

CD       oT      ^     Ct 


00 


s 

00 


1 


5-15 


9DrS    » 
04    flCO 


3      . 


II 


I    I    I    I 


tf        SS 


3 


3 

5 
I 

c 
! 


I       I       I       I       I       I 


&l 


^     - 


§       ^ 

s 


S     64      ^     ,-( 

g     ^  So 

00 


I      I      1      I      I 


at 


SI    ^ 

»C      CO 


I    I    I 


CO 


^    P    8    §    ?»    S.   £1 


S 


ss 


»^    c« 


t   Z   ^^ 


^^  ;S  "^ 

CO 


»o 

00 

t« 

£? 

CO 

s 

»o 

Q 

1 

§ 

biT 

2- 

^ 

1 

CO 

CO 

^ 

s     -     § 

^  K»  kr* 


^ 


CO 


2 


S  «  A 


1' 


00    p  ^ 


-si 


1.^ 


!      I      I 


I      I      I      I      I      I 


60 


I    I    I    I    I    I    I    I  ::-^ 


2  - 


10 

o 


2     «o 


I  I  I  I 


CO     S 


8    S 


o 

CO 


ot    2- 


2? 


I    I    I 


0 


CO      ^'-  CO 


2  -^^ 


00 


O 
10 


era      op      th      O      5^      00      ^ 

IC         00  •  00         00         "P        iM 


S  - 


CO      10" 


1>     ta 


\     ? 


S3 


I    <- 

00 


I 


J 

c 

i 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


33 


01  p 
OH 


Tnox 

'SJTOOil  9  J9AO 

uvaiL  9  JopaQ 


§  a 


a  a 


I    I 


s  -  5 


I  -  1 


«5 


•WOi 


'uvaiL  g  joaq 


'uvol  9  i9pon 


||!4 


WOX 


unial  9 19  A  o 


*sjiioA  9  Jopaa 


-Utid^  9  JOAQ 


,'BJ1l9l9J9paa 


S     I 


S 


S     I      1 


1    I 


I    I 


i    i 


I    I 


'^  1    I 


-*   I    I 


I    I 


I    I 


g 

8 


5 


TB»oi 


*MI1»1  9  JOAQ 

'uval  9  Jdpon 


I     ^ 


8 

a 

8 


<3 


Tnox 


■aniQiL  9  joaq 


*u«9l9i9pan 


JS     I 


I      I 


St  t£«g 


WOi 


-*      I 


'UVO.C  9  J9AO 


*UQ9^9i9pn£x 


i 


1# 


1»;ox 


ijre9l  9  J9AO 
*SJ«9l9a9pan 


-^     I 


I      I 


5  8.322 


•iii;oj. 
•%jn9L  9  J9AO 


1      I 


m     ^     oi 


f--|~ 


'UTOiLgjopan 


I      I 


•Wox 


I      I 


"uiial  9 19  A  o 


I      I 


'axii9^9J9paxi 


I      I 


I      I 


"IT 

I 


Tnox 


i     I 


*8iV9l  9  J9AO 


I        I 


J        I 


-U<B9X  9  J9pa£i 


I    t 


id 


Tnox 


■UV919J9AO 


!  -811191 9  i9paQ 


lip 


•ltlV)X 


*U1i9A  9  i9A0 


*UV9l  9  UpSQ 


s-sS  ft . 


Tnox 


*UVOl  9  J9AO 


unslgjrapaQ 


8    - 


I      I 


I      I 


I      i 


I      I 


I      I 


~8~ 


Tnox 


I      I 


'UiMiL  9  i9AO 


I      I 


'82«9A9J9pon 


^25 


Tnox 


'&ra9i&  9  J9AO 


'U<B9l9J9paQ 


s 


10?59 


illli 

a   .9    Q    Q   S 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


34 


I 


6 


H 
P 


GRAND 
TOTAL. 

Persons. 

imox 

g«g,«--,««-8g-g««,----.r-,] 

1 

*en(lgiaAO 

90    ^      |ea«rt»«M«rt      l*^{3      |«Q^e«OT«i4^      1^      I^ 

5 

•MwaAgwpoQ 

g-RI     1     i-«-85-|;-^|«|     |-|«-S 

i 

J* 

8^ 

•t»V>x 

58'-''^iiiiiiaai*iti!'-ji«- 

s 

*u«9A  g  JOAO 
•sjwXgjopaa 

a-iiiiiiiisi-iiii-iiii 

9 

ai-iiiiiis^^i-'iiiiiii-- 

s 

1      f  s 

Twox 

gi«iiiiii»«3i*»-t-rtiiiii 

9 

tMel  g  j»AO 

gllllllll-^*-!*-!!!!!!!!! 

a» 

•8MeXgj9pan 

Q»|c<a|||{||««|^.*rf|||||||| 

ss 

•n 

•mox 

Wl-^'^llllll^lllllllllll 

9 

•sxm^gjOAO 

Sil^illlli*^lillllllill 

S 

^  ^go  5        'gjwX  g  jopaa 

Sl-^illllll^lllllllllll 

a 

0 

g^i'i              •nnox 

S5l"lll«l'^l«'^lll'^lllill 

Sc 

Is.!*- 

en 

-araoii  g  maq 

^IIIII'^III'^IIIIIIIIIII 

o 

•91V9Aqi9pUfX 

Sl^lll'-I'^l'^'-'III'^IIIIII 

K 

Barberton. 

Persons 

(period 

23  Aug.,  1901, 

to  11  Sept, 

1901). 

•WOX 

•8«9i  g  WAO 

9iiiiiiiis«i'"iiiii;iit 

2 

flillllill*^^IIIIIIlli;l,s| 

-sfBdX  g  i9pa£i 

aiiiiiiiis-i-iiiiii:ii 

' 

ft 

nil 

•mox 

•Bjw^  g  JOAO 

§5'^'«iiii«'i»ai®!i'-''"ii;i^     s 

«IIIIIIII«SII1I'-'^!1I'I        2 

'sjvol  g  iepafi 

S-^llil'^ISSI^illliiil^      S 

i 

£S|5" 

•l«1ox 

Sl^^l      1      1      i-|-«|«^--|      1      I      I      .      ||§ 

•SJTOA  g  JOAQ 

•9iw£  g  4opaa 

SSIlllll-ll^ll-'-IIIIIII 

^ 

^l^llllll'^^l'^ll^lllll!       SSJ 

Vereenig- 
Ing. 

Persons 

(period 

30  Aug..  1901. 

to  12  Sept. 

1901). 

T«*ox 

Sl-^lllili^^lllllllll-^l 

^ 

•sj-BdA  g  jdAQ 

*lllllllII«IIIIIIIIIIl|s| 

-^«di  g  iopafi 

s^l-^lllill^llllllllll-l 

SS 

1 

T«»ox 

•^IIIIIIIII^I-^IIIIIIIII 

2 

'BJVOiL  g  JOAO 

«   1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1  «   1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1 

CD 

•sxwAgjdpoQ 

^'lllllllll^l-'lllllllli 

CD 

t  1  9«ii. 

•Wox 

ISI^IIIIII^II^IIIIIIIIS 

S 

laps 

*8J1»iC  g  J9A0 

'8j«9^  g  jopan 

•   1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    I    1    1    1    1  • 

tj 

'-I'^IIIIII'^II^IIIIIIIIS 

a 

1 

l«>ox 

SIIIIIIII-^-'I'^l'-lll'^'-'ll 

' 

•MWA  g  JOAQ 

SIIIIIIIII^III-IIII'^II 

^ 

^  ^^  5        •sjwiC  g  jopan 

Sllllilll-ll-^llIII^IIIlS 

g 

Wox 

Sllllllll^^^lllllllll-^^      s 

-SJTOi  g  JOAQ 

'UTO^g  Japan 

«     1      1      1      1      1      !      1      1      1     ^     1      1      1      I      1      1      1      1      1      1      1     1   2     ' 

lO||||j|||Oi'*|||I||||,'^-<           S 

•as     Hiis 
1      a^ 

1  pWg 

2    '  ^^S"" 

l«»oX 

^,«,^--.^||C^t^|-.,I-.,,|II|              s 

-SJTOOiC  g  JOAQ 

niBoA  g  jopan 

►ulll'^^'^III^^IIII'^IIIlIIIS. 

8l«^llllll'^'^I'^lllllllll]S 

l«^ox 

Sl-lllilll^l^lllllllll      SS 

•sjfloA  g  J9AO 
•SJBOA  g  lepan 

25     1      1      1      1      1      1      1      1      i    •*     1      1      I      1      1      1      1      1      1      t      1       ?5     ' 

£;|-^lll'lll^l~ll'llli:i,S 

i2 

11% 

•mox 

gg|-'||||||'^^l^llllllll'"S 

'sjfioA  g  J9AO 

8iiiiiiiii'^iiiiiiiiiii|5; 

»-"  ^co  ^       1  •ejfioi^  g  jepofl 

gl-llllll-*'=^l^llllllll'^ls 

1 ;;;;;:;:::::: r ::::: : 
i'lliiill.tjillfiliill! 

1 

Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


35 

Na  e, 

Mr,  chamberlain  to  LORD  MILNEB, 

(Sent  1.30  p.m.,  December  20,  1901.) 

[Answered  by  No.  11.] 

20tih  December.  No.  2.  It  appeals  that  very  large  proportion  of  disease  in 
camps  is  due  to  importation  by  new  airrivals.  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  have 
ttetatched  section  for  them  in  each  camp,  to  be  used  as  observation  camp  ? 


No.  7. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  2.15  p.m.,  December  20,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

20th  December.  No.  3.  Following  sailed  on  "Simla"  20th  December: — 
Doctors,  Miss  lies,  Mrs.  Stoker;  Matrons,  Miss  Mackenzie,  Miss  Halkett;  sixteen 
nurses  for  Transvaal  camps ;  also  Miss  Mitchell  for  Pretoria  Ho^ital.  Hope  to  send 
at  least  six  Orange  l^ver  doctors  about  28th  December  and  twenty  Transvaal  nurses 
about  lOih  January. 


No.  8. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  33, 1001.) 

Sm,  High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg,  November  29,  1901.  ^ 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  November  22nd,*  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  undermentioned  documents  on  the  subject 
of  Boer  Concentration'Camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 

High  Commissioner. 


Schedule  of  Enclosures. 

1:    November  21st,  1901.    Minute  from  Grovemor,  Natal. 

2.  November  21st,  1901.     Despatch  from  Governor,  Natal. 

3.  November  ^nd,  1901.     Telegram  from  Deputy  Administxator,  Orange  River 

Colony. 

4.  November  22nd,  1901.     Telegram  from  Governor,  Cape. 

5.  November  22nd,  1901.     Telegram  from  Governor,  Cape. 

6.  November  23rd,  1901.     Telegram  to  Governor,  Natal. 

•  No.  3. 
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7.  November  23rd,  1901.  Telegram  to  Governor,  Cape. 

8.  November  23rd,  1901.  Telegram,  No.  88,  to  Governor,  Cape. 

9.  November  23rd,  1901.  Telegram,  No.  89,  to  Governor,  Cape. 

10.  November  25th,  1901.  Telegram,  No.  1,  from  Governor,  NataL 

11.  November  25th,  1901.  Telegram,  No.  1,  from  Governor,  Cape. 

12.  November  26th,  1901.  Telegram,  No.  32,  to  Governor,  NataL      • 

13.  November  26th,  1901.    Telegram,  No.  H.  C.  1,  Military  Secretary,  Cape,  to 

Military  Secretary,  Johannesburg. 

14.  November  26th,  1901.    Telegram,  No.  H.  C.  4447,  from  Military  Governor, 

Pretoria. 

15.  November  26th,  1901.    Telegram,   No.   672,  from   Deputy  Administrator, 

Orange  River  Colony. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  8. 
From  GrOVERNOR,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner. 

(Minute.) 

General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps  forwards  letter  from  C.  Havensann 

re  Camp  at  Merebank. 

His  Excellency,  November  21,  1901. 

For  your  information — Mr.  Havensann  is  one  of  the  leading  Dutchmen  in 
Umvoti  county. 

Thos.  K.  Murray, 
General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps. 


His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner,  November  21,  1901. 

You  will  be  interested  to  read  this  in  connection  with  question  of  Merebank 
Camp. 

H.  Mc.  C. 


Sm,  Summerford,  via  Greytown,  November  19,  1901. 

On  the  15th  and  16th  inst.  I  visited  my  relations  at  the  Merebank  Camp,  and 
I  was  pleased  to  note  the  excellent  attention  paid  to  the  refugees.  I  found  the  food 
of  the  very  best,  the  water  pure,  and  the  camp  as  neat  and  clean  as  possible ;  the  bath- 
rooms are  a  great  comfort  to  the  refugees. 

I  was  delighted  with  everything,  and  I  can  add  that  not  a  single  complaint  reached 
me  although  I  spoke  to  many  in  Camp. 

I  am  writing  to  thank  you  on  behalf  of  my  relations  for  your  kind  and  generous 
treatment  towaros  them,  and  to  deny  the  false  rumours  circulated  about  the  Camps. 


I  have,  &c., 

C.  Havensann. 


The  Honourable 

T.  K.  Murray, 

Pietermaritzburg. 
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Enclosure*  2  in  No.  8.  .^ 

From  Governor,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner.  \ 

My  Lord,  Grovernment  House,  Pietennaritzburg,  November  21,  1901, 

In  reply  to  your  telegram,  19th  November,  No.  26, 1  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  there  are  four  thousand  five  hundred  inmates  at  Merebank  at  the  present 
time. 

2.  The  hutting  there  is  nearly  completed,  and  will  accommodate  about  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred.  In  addition  there  would  be  about  four  thousand  resident  i^ 
tents.  ) 

8.  I  enclose  telegram  from  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject  of  Merebank  Camp, 
and  my  reply.*  The  site  is  an  advantageous  one,  as  the  water  supply  is  so  goocU 
in  most  other  places  there  is  some  difficulty  in  this  particular.  The  samtary  arrange- 
ments are  excellent. 

4.  Another  site,  at  Jacob's  Siding,  on  the  Bluff  Railway,  has  just  been  arrai^ed 
for.  This  will  accommodate  five  thousand  souls,  if  you  would  desire  a  uotk  Gamp 
to  be  formed  there.  If  it  be  considered  that  Merebank  is  too  large,  the  tents  could 
be  removed  to  JacoVs  Siding,  which  is  a  clear  half  mile  away,  and  replaced  graduaily 
with  iron  and  wood  hutting,  such  as  you  saw  in  the  course  of  erection  at  Merebank- 

5.  X  much  doubt,  however,  whether  Merebank  is  too  large.  There  are  really 
three  Camps,  and  the  buildings  have  plenty  of  ground  area  roimd  them.  Some  diseas^p 
there  will  be,  of  course,  but  I  doubt  whether  there  will  be  so  much  as  in  Natal  Towns, 
where  enteric  is  nearly  always  to  be  found.  The  inmates  all  say  it  is  the  best  Camp 
they  have  been  in,  and  residents  of  other  Camps  are  asking  for  a  transfer  there. 

6.  It  was  partiadarly  pointed  out  that  the  camps  should,  if  possible,  be  off  tte 
main  line  of  railway,  and  as  near  as  possible  to  the  base  of  supply,  namely,  Durban. 
Another  Camp  could  be  made  at  Mooi  River,  as  was  originally  intended,  but  this  is — 
as  Your  Loroship  is  aware — on  the  main  line,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
Durban. 

7.  If  possible,  therefore,  new  Camps  should  be  made  near  the  coast  line.  We 
cannot  get  any  further  supply  of  tents  from  the  Military,  and  by  the  time  ihe  new 
Camps  are  ready  for  occupation  the  summer  will  be  nearly  over. 

8.  If  you  approve  of  this  suggestion.  Sir  T.  Murray  will  go  into  the  matter, 
and  see  where  land  and  good  water  supplies  can  be  obtained,  as  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Government  will  be  prepared  to  meet  your  views  and  wishes. 

I  have,  ifec, 

Henry  McCallum. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  8. 


From  Lieutenant-Governor  O.R^C,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  CoMMissiONra, 

Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

Urgent.  November  22nd.  No.  760.  Your  Excellency's  No.  58  of  yesterday. 
When  I  took  over  Kimberley  Camp  in  April  it  consisted  of  persons  from  Orange  River 
Colony,  Transvaal,  and  Cape  Colony.  At  the  time  it  was  imderstood  that  the  cost  of 
maintenance  of  camp  inmates  would  be  a  charge  upon  civil  fund  of  respective  Colonies, 
and  I  agreed  to  undertake  supervision  and  rationing  of  all,  provided  I  was  refunded 

{)roportional  expenses  by  Cape  and  Transvaal.    During  October  19  persons  deserted 
rom  the  camp,  and  considerable  friction  between  Superintendent  and  military  existed 

•  N'oB.  18  and  21  in  [Cd,  853].  ' 
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regarding  treatment,  of  inmates.  Witlr  your  approtal  I  proceeded  to  Kimberley  to 
ascertain  cause  of  trouble,  and  discovered  that  tne  Cape  persons^  numbering  671,  were 
either  suspects  or  rebels  awaiting  trial,  whom  the  military  insisted  upon  treating  as 
prisoners,  no  discrimination  being  made  between  them  and  tne  Orange  River  Colony  and 
Tiltnsvaal  people.  The  dscontent  and  desertion  arose  from  this  cause,  and  I UM  ihd 
Officer  Commanding,  Kimberley  District,  that  I  considered  it  advisable  for  him  to  se- 

Erajte  the  Cape  Colonists  from  the  others,  in  order  to  enable  p>ersons  from  our  Colonies 
ing  treated  as  in  other  camps.  On  my  return  here  I  telegraphed  to  Governor  aad 
General  Officer  Conunanding,  Cape,  saying  that  as  the  Cape  Colonists  were  practically 
prisoners  I  mwt  ask  for  their  separation  from  our  people.  I  did  not  iriake  anty  suggestion 
as  to  how  separation  was  to  be  effected,  but  since  then  I  have  received  a  telegram  from 
Governor,  Cape,  to  say  that  it  had  been  decided  to  send  Capepeople  to  Port  Alfred. 
This  oommred  prior  to  receipt  of  Military  Secretary's  telegram,  II.  8659,  of  16th  instant, 
^ectmg  thai  all  ccHnmuniaations  regarding  Befugee  Caaiq>s  shrald  be  addressed  to 
tTouSf  £xcdkncy. 


Enclosure  4  in  BTo.  8. 
'  Ftom  GoviBitNOR,  C^^  Town,  to  High  Coioossoiikr,  Johannesbv^. 

TfiLEGRAM. 

22nd  November.  No.  2.  Before  you  took  over  the  Concentration  Camps  atten- 
<ton  ha<J  been  directed  to  the  fact  that  female  assistants  had  been  engaged  here  without 
efficient  enauiry  as  to  character  and  fitness.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  small 
Committee  of  Ladies  should  be  formed  here  to  enquire  into  qualmcations  of  all  appli- 
cants, and  that  none  should  be  passed  except  on  the  Committee's  certificate.  I 
imderstan^  that  General  Maxwell  was  in  favour  of  the  scheme.  Do  you  wish  further 
«leps  taken  in  the  matter  ?    If  so,  I  am  ready  to  submit  proposals  for  your  approval. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  8. 
Erom  Governor,  Cape  Town,  to  High  Commissionhb,  Johanaeeburg. 

Teucgram. 

.  22nd  November.    No.  1.    Your  telegram,  20th  November,  83.    About  how  many 
persons  do  you  propose  to  acconmiodate  in  each  camp  ? 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  8. 
From  High  Commissioner  to  Governor  of  Natal. 

Telegram. 

November  23rd,  1901.  No.;  28.'  Yotir  letter  of  21st  November.  As  you  feel 
so  confident  of  healthiness  of  Merebank,  I  will  not  urge  any  change.  We  can  keep 
Jacoj^'s  Sidipg  as  a  relief  site,  to  which  people  might  be  transferred  if  Merebank 
presently  showed  any  signs  of  suffering  from  overcrowding.  I  think  besides  the 
10,000  people  at  present  accomtnodated  at  the  four  camps,  Merebank,  Maritzburg, 
Howick,  and  Eshowe,  we  ought  to  make  preparation  for  at  least  another  ten  thousand. 
Assuming  that  4,000  men  are  sent  to  Merebank  this  would  mean  establishing  two  new 
caitaps*  toehold  about  3,000  each.  I  should  not  like  to  exceed  that  number  for  each 
camp. 

As  regards  sites  for  these  new  camps,  I  personally  should  have  preferred  the  higher 
^tuations,  but  it  is  so  much  a  question  of  local  knowledge  and  experience  that  I  must 
ledve  it  to  you  and  your  medical  advisers  to  decide  the  most  healthy  sites.  I  think 
the  case  urgent,  so  please  ask  Sir  T.  Murray  to  begin  preparations  immediately. 
If  you  cannot  get  tents,  can  you  provide  huts,  which,  if  like  those  which  I  saw  at 
Merebank,-  i  -think  much  better.  If  neither  tents  nor  huts  are  forthcoming,  we  ought 
to  order  immediately.    In  that  case  please  let  me  know  extent  of  requirements. 
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Enclosure  7  in  No.  8. 

From  His  Exceujkncy  the  High  Commissioner  to  His  Excellency  the  Gtofernou, 

Cape  Town. 

Telegram.  .       , 

November  23rd,  1901.    No.  87.    Your  telegram  of  Saad  November,  No.  2.    i 
think  your  proposal  excellent,  and  shall  be  glad  if  effect  can  be  given  to  it 


Enclosure  8  in  No.  8. 
From  High  Commissioner,  Johamresbiirg,  to  Goysbnor,  Cape. 

Telegram.  ? 

23rd  November,  1901.  No.  88.  Your  telegram  of  20th  November.  I  have 
nowr  heard  from  Deputy  Administrator  on  this  subject.  I  understand  that  the  Cape 
refugees  in  Kimberley  Camp  are  either  suspects  or  rebels  awaiting  trial.  It  is  no 
doubt  most  important  to  keep  them  in  detention  and  place  them  in  a  s^arate  camp. 
But  they  are  not  the  class  oi  persons  to  whom  the  decision  that  Refugee  Camps  are 
to  be  under  High  Commissioner  apphies.  I  confine  myself  to  Orange  River  Colony 
and  Transvaal  refugees,  and  even  as  regards  these  I  mean  to  propose  that  those 
transferred  to  Cape  Colony  or  Natal  shouM  be  looked  after  by  the  Gk)vemors  of  those 
Colonies  respectively,  the  Imperial  Government  bearing  the  oost.  As  regards  the^e 
Cape  refugees,  I  think  it  is  entirely  for  Cape  Government  in  consultation  with  military 
to  say  where  they  shall  be  placed.  Of  course,  if  sent  to  Port  Alfred  they  will  prevent 
that  place  being  available  for  the  overflow  of  the  Orange  River  Colony  and  Transvaal 
Camps,  as  suggested  in  your  telegram  of  17th  November.  I  cannot,  however,  com- 
plain of  this  if  Cape  Government  wants  Port  Alfred  for  Cape  people.  But  in  that  case 
I  would  ask  you  mndly  to  take  steps  to  provide  another  camp  at  some  suitable  place 
on  eastern  line  in  lieu  of  Port  Alfred. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  8. 
From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Governor,  Cape  Town. 

Telegram. 

23rd  November,  1901.  No.  89.  Your  telegram  of  22nd  November,  No.  1.  I 
think  3,000  persons  is  an  outside  figure. 

I  should  prefer  each  camp  to  coi^tain  not  more  than  2,000.  I  think  if  we  could  get 
three  camps  holding  from  2,000  to  3,000  in  Cape  Colony,  it  would  immensely  relieve 
our  difficulties.  * 


Enclosure  10  in  No.  8.  r   : 

.  J" 

From  Governor,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg.    ' 

Telegram. 

25th  November.  No.  1.  Your  telegram  23rd  November,  No.  .28.  I  propose 
to  put  up  hut  camp  at  Jacob's  Siding,  and  possibly  Pin6town,  if  approved  by  Govern- 
ment  Health  Ofiicer.  Buildings  at  Metebank  very  open  and  can  never  be  overcrowded, 
but  if  in  future  desirable  to  remove  scane  inmates  I  propose  they  should  go  to  Mooi. 
Biver,  where  there  is  already  a  nucleus  of  a  camp ;  tents  to  be  used  for  accommodatioii^ 
of  inmates.  To  complete  two  new  camps  from  six  weeks  to  two  months  required.. 
Do  you  approve  ?  I  advise  on  score  of  health  gradually  to  replace  at  all  encampment^ 
tents  by  huts,  such  as  you  saw  at  Merebank.    Tents,  moreover,  rapidly  weariiig  out  ^  . 
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Enclosure  11  in  No.  8. 
A/     From  Governor,  Cape  Town,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesbiu^. 

Telegram. 

25th.  November.  No.  1.  With  reference  tojour  telegram,  November  11th,  76. 
Statistics  which  are  available  are  adequate  only  so  far  as  regards  thirty  two  towns 
in  Cape  Colony.  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  confirmation  of  supposition  as  to  high 
rates  of  death  in  the  country  districts.  Statistics  of  thirty  two  towns  give  average  of 
180  annual  deaths  per  1,000  of  European  children  under  one  year  for  5  years  ended 
December  31st,  1900,  ranging  from  101  in  Somerset  East  to  157  in  Cape  Town  and 
262  in  Beaufort  West.  Coloured  children  range  from  192  in  Malmesbury  to  267  in 
Cape  Town  and  628  in  Cradock. 

Statistics  of  deaths  under  5  years  should  be  ready  to-morrow.  Table  of  statistics 
will  be  sent  to  you  and  Secretary  of  State.  Do  you  wish  me  to  telegraph  sununaries  to 
Bccretary  of  State? 


Enclosure  12  in  No.  8. 

;;  From  High  Commissioner  to  Governor,  Pietermaritzburg. 

Telegram. 

26th  November,  1901.  No.  32.  Your  telegram  of  November  25th,  No.  1.  I 
approve  formation  of  two  new  camps  as  proposed,  and  entirely  agree  as  to  the  desir- 
aoility  of  ultimately  substituting  huts  for  tents. 


Enclosure  13  in  No.  8. 

,[  From  Mjutary  Secretary,  Cape  Town,  to  Milttary  Secretary,  South  Africa, 

Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

26th  November.  H.  C.  1.  Referring  to  High  Commissioner's  telegram  20tli 
November,  83,  re  huts  for  Refugees.  I  am  directed  to  forward  following  received 
from  Military  Authorities: — 

Begins:  Hie  hutting  at  Port  Elizabeth  and  East  London  has  been  sent  from 
England  as  hutment  for  troops  up  country,  and  cannot  therefore  be  utilized 
for  any  other  purpose.     Ends. 


^  Enclosure  14  in  No.  8. 

From  MiUTARY  Governor,  Pretoria,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

H.  C.  4447.  November  26th.  I  am  arranging  to  take  over  the  whole  of  the 
equipment  of  the  Yeomanry  Hospital,  Elandsfontein,  for  Concentration  Camp,  and  I 
hope  to  get  some  doctors  and  nurses  for  this  service. 


Enclosure  15  in  No.  8. 

From  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

November  26th.  No.  672.  Should  be  obliged  if  you  would  caWe  Secretary 
of  State — six  doctors  reouired  Refugee  Camps,  Orange  River  Colony.  My  Medical 
Gfficer  Health  reconmiends  that  Professor  Wyllie,  of  Edinburgh,  should  select.  Terns 
passage  paid  out  and  return  on  completion  of  duty;  salary,  £450  a  year;  tent  and 
refugee  rations.    All  to  sign  agreement  to  serve  as  long  as  required. 
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No.  9. 

High  Commibsionee  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  23,  1901.) 

Sir,  High  Commissioner's  Ofl&ce,  Johamiesburg,  November  29,  1901.- 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  midermen- 
tioned  docmnent  on  the  subject  of  Boer  Concentration  Camps  in  the  Transvaal. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 

High  Commissioner. 


November  23, 1901.    Minute,  from  Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  enclosing  (in  original) 

monthly  reports  for  October. 


Enclosure  in  No.  9. 

From  Military  Governor  of  Pretoria  to  High  Commissioner. 

(Minute.) 

To  His  Excellenq^ 

The  High  Commissioner, 
Johannesburg, 

Military  Governor's  Office,  Pretoria,  November  23, 1901. 

I  beg  to  forward  herewith  monthly  report  on  Burgher  Concentration  Camps, 
Transvaal,  for  the  month  of  October,  1901. 

So  much  has  already  been  written  of  late  in  the  way  of  reports  that  I  would  only 
repeat  what  has  already  been  written,  were  I  to  attempt  anyuiing  in  the  nature  of  a 
report. 

I  would,  however,  mention  that  I  have,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Ladies' 
Commission,  decided  to  replace  the  Superintendents  of  Mafeking  and  Irene  Camps, 
as  soon  as  I  can  arrange  for  competent  gentlemen  to  relieve  them. 

I  anticipate  great  improvements  in  all  camps,  as  the  material  ordered  arrives  and 
is  available. 

I  am  arranging  for  a  supply  of  frozen  meat  for  all  camps  where  fresh  meat  is  no 
longer  available.    Further  supplies  of  lime  juice  are  being  sent  to  all  camps. 

One  bottle  of  milk  per  diem  has  been  ordered  for  Si  children  under  five  years 
of  age. 

All  recommendations  of  the  Ladies'  Commission  have  been  ordered  to  be  put  into 
effect. 

Difficulties  of  train  transport  and  local  camp  transport  have,  I  trust,  been  over- 
come. 

Overcrowded  camps  are  being  thinned  by  sending  families  to  Natal,  but  there 
are  still  a  good  number  being  brought  in,  and  these  arrive  in  the  lowest  possible  con- 
dition of  health  and  cleanliness. 

I  anticipate  an  increase  of  enteric.  The  two  next  months,  viz.,  December  and 
January,  are  "those  where,  imder  normal  circumstances,  the  death  rate  is  highest.  I 
am  sanguine  that,  with  the  increasing  hospital  arrangements,  the  care  and  attention 
which  IS  being  devoted  to  the  inmates,  the  death  rate  will  dhninish,  as  we  have 
now  practically  seen  the  worst  of  the  measles  epidemic,  though,  of  course,  the  sequelae 
of  this  disease  will  stiU  account  for  a  number  of  children. 

I  hope  we  will  soon  hear  of  the  departure  from  England  of  the  doctors,  matrons, 
and  nurses  that  have  been  ordered. 

Captain  Bentinck,  Rifle  Brigade,  is  about  to  be  ajjpointed  Travelling  Inspector, 
and  will  be  entrusted  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  there  is  a  uniformity  of  method,  and 
that  all  the  circular  orders  issued  from  here  are  carried  into  effect. 

I  invite  Your  Lord'ship's  attention  to  the  list  of  medical  comforts  issued  to  the 
camps.  Your  Lordship  will  see  that  the  term  medical  comfort  is  very  liberally  con- 
strued, and  that  there  are  at  the  medical  officer^s  disposal  all  descriptions  of  building- 
up  material  for  even  infantile  constitutions,  and  he  has  only  to  give  orders  for  its  issue. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  as  the  milk  ration  has  been  increased,  and  with  the  other  general 
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directions  towards  improvement  in  every  particular,  that  I  am  not  too  sanguine  in  my 
anticipations  of  a  greatly  reduced  death  rate. 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 

Major-General, 
Military  Governor  of  Pretoria. 
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BuKGHER  Camps  Department. 
Monthly  Reports,  October,  1901. 


(G.  S.  424.) 

Sm,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  November  21,  1901. 

In  forwarding  you  the  reports  of  the.  Burgher  Camps  in  this  Colony  for  the 
month  of  October,  I  desire  to  bring  the  following  matters  to  your  notice : — 

Transport — ^As  you  are  aware  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  trucks  for  the  convey- 
ance of  material  for  use  in  the  Burgher  Camps,  and,  indeed,  for  the  civil  population 
generally,  has  been  very  great,  owing  to  the  requirements  of  the  Army. 

About  the  middle  of  October  the  Director  of  ,Civil  Supplies  was  kind  enough  to 
inform  me  that  he  believed  that  there  would  soon  be  an  opportunity  of  ol>tainiiig 
additional  truckage.  I,  therefore,  addressed  a  letter  to  you  on  the  l7th  October,  of 
which  a  copy  is  hereto  attached.  Accompanying  this  letter  was  a  long  list  of  material 
required  for  each  of  our  camps,  having  an  approximate  weight  of  515  tons,  or  about 
52  truck  loads  of  stuflE.  You  were  able  to  arrange  for  the  necessary  trucks  to  enable 
this  Department  to  get  the  articles  enumerated  brought  up  from  the  coast.  Orders 
for  this  material  were  despatched  on  the  21st  October  to  the  various  ports ;  no  time  has, 
therefore,  been  lost  in  making  use  of  the  additional  facilities  which  you  were  able  to 
procure  for  increasing  the  equipment  of  the  various  camps. 

A  Circular  letter  was  sent  to  each  Superintendent  informing  him  of  the  nature 
of  the  material  which  would  be  forwarded  to  his  camp,  and  instructing  him  of  the 
method  in  which  he  was  to  utilise  the  material. 

Owing  to  delays,  over  which  this  Department  has  no  control,  the  material  is  only 
now  being  delivered  to  the  nearest  camps,  and  is  being  rapidly  used  up  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  intended. 

When  these  improvements  have  been  brought  into  operation  the  camps,  I  trust, 
will  prove  to  be  much  more  healthy  and  comfortable  than  heretofore. 

Instructions  have  been  issued  to  all  Superintendents  to  arrange,  as  far  as  possiUe, 
to  supply  inmates  of  the  camps  with  fresh  vegetables.  In  many  instances  this  can 
only  be  done  by  encouraging  the  growing  of  vegetables  in  or  near  the  camps.    Seeds 
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and  gardening  implements  have  been  furnished  to  facilitate  this  object.  Where 
market  gardens  are  within  reasonable  distance  supplies  are  to  be  obtained  by  purchase, 
1  lb,  of  vegetables  once  a  week  to  each  inmate  of  the  camp  is  to  be  allowed. 

Lime  Juice  has  been  forwarded  to  every  camp,  and  is  available  for  issue  on  the 
doctor's  orders.  Instructions  have  been  given  that  sugar  may  be  added  to  make  it 
palatable. 

Meat  Supply. — During  the  winter  months  the  fresh  meat  supply  became  very 
poor  indeed.  Since  the  ram  started  in  the  beginning  of  October,  food  for  sheep  ana 
cattle  has  become  much  more  plentiful  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  camps,  but, 
unfortunately,  the  supply  of  ammals  from  the  Director  of  Supplies  has  been  very 
meagre,  and  it  has  become  necessary  to  depend  very  largely  on  tinned  meat  for  issue 
in  compliance  with  the  ration  scale. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain  a  supply  of  meat  from  the  Cold 
Storage,  but  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  trucks,  and  the  entire  absence  of  facilities  for 
storing  such  meat  in  the  camps,  has,  up  to  the  present,  been  the  obstacle  preventing 
the  carrying  out  of  this  scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  facilities  may  soon  be  forthcoming 
to  enable  the  camps  to  obtain  at  least  one  ration  per  week  of  frozen  meat. 

Water  Supply. — ^Arrangements  have  been  made,  and  Mr.  Tom  Andrews  has 
been  engaged,  andf  is  now  busy,  in  obtaining  the  necessary  machinery  for  supplying^ 
the  Vereeniging  Camp  with  good  spring  water ;  also  for  pumping  water  into  the  Camp 
at  Standerton.     When  these  schemes  are  finished  Mr.  Andrews  will  be  engaged  in 
improving  the  supply  arrangements  at  Belfast  and  Balmoral. 

Tanks  for  boiling  water  are  now  in  full  operation  at  Klerksdorp.  Similar  boilers 
will  soon  be  ready  at  aU  other  camps. 

The  water  supply  at  Potchefstroom  is  the  most  abundant,  and  is  regarded  by  all 
Boers  as  imsurpassed  in  quality  for  drinking  purposes.  As,  however,  the  Eadies 
Concentration  Camps  Commission  have  expressed  themselves  as  doubtful  on  account 
of  its  running  in  an  open  channel,  arrangements  are  being  made,  and  are  almost  com- 
pleted, for  boiling  all  drinking  water;  even  in  the  Poteh^stroom  Camp. 

Bake  Ovens. — ^From  the  Circular  re  Camp  Equipment,  which  is  hereto  annexed, 
it  will  be  seen  that  oven  doors  and  fire  bars  have  been  sent  to  each  camp  to  enable  the 
Superintendent  to  provide  bake  ovens  for  the  use  of  inmates  of  the  camps.  There 
is  practically  no  restriction  on  the  quantity  of  fuel,  except  that  it  should  not  be  wasted 
so  long  as  it  is  procurable. 

The  supply  of  wood  for  nearly  all  our  camps  in  the  Transvaal  proper  is  obtained 
from  the  coimtry  lying  between  Pretoria  and  Pietersburg,  and  it  has  very  often  been 
impossible,  for  military  reasons,  to  get  the  wood  transported;  hence  the  fluctuating 
nature  of  the  supply  of  wood  in  the  diflferent  camps. 

Vryburg  depends  on  the  surr6unding  country  for  wood,  and  waggons  have  to  be 
sent  out  to  collect  it.  Wien  marauding  parties  of  Boers  are  about  this  cannot  be 
done.  The  Superintendent  at  Vryburg  has  instructions  to  isiSue  a  liberal  amount  of 
wood.  His  stock  must  have  been  very  low  for  him  to  reduce  his  people  to  the  ration 
of  1  lb.  per  day. 

Enteric  Sheets. — The  Circular  referred  to  will  show  what  apparatus  is  being 
provided  to  every  camp  for  boiling  and  disinfecting  Enteric  Sheets,  as  also  for  des- 
troying excreta  from  typhoid  patients. 

Milk. — Superintendents  have  been  advised  of  the  alteration  in  ration  scale  so  as  to 
supply  every  child  imder  3  years  of  age  with  a  bottle  of  milk  per  diem,  mixed  in  the 
proportion  of  1  tin  of  milk  to  3  bottles  of  water.  This  ration  will  take  the  place  of 
meat  ration  for  such  children,  which  js  to  be  discontinued.  The  opinion  of  all  Medical 
OfiBcers  has  been  specially  called  for  with  reference  to  the  ration  scale  generally,  with 
a  view  of  determinmg  what  alteration,  .if  any,  is  necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  health 
of  the  camps. 

Bedsteads. — ^You  will  note  from  the  same  Circular  that  wood  has  been  forwarded 
to  every  camp  to  enable  the  inmates  to  make  wooden  bedsteads  for  themselves.  The 
hides  necessary  for  cutting  strips  of  leather  for  constructing  such  bedsteads  will  also 
be  supplied ;  and  it  is  hoped  within  a  short  time  to  have  all  the  inmates  sleeping  above 
the  ground  level. 

Nursing  Staff. — ^The  annexed  Circular,  No.  87,  has  been  drafted  and  issued  to 
the  Superintendents  with  a  view  of  bringing  about  a  uniformity  of  system  in  regard 
to  the  Hospital,  Canap,  and  Relief  Staffs.  These  suggestions  are  based  upon  re- 
commendations made  to  yourself  by  Dr.. Kendal  Franks. 

The  Medical  Officers  of  the  various  camps  have  been  requested  to  express  their 
views  on  tliis  subject  freely,  as  it  is  difficult  to  secure  absolute  uniformity  of  method 
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in  matters  which  depend  9o  largely  on  the  individuality  of  the  Medical  Officer,  hk 
Matron,  and  jiie  Superintendent  of  the  Camp. 

General. — ^The  most  pressing  needs  in  the  Camps  are  connected  with  the  matter 
of  local  transport — ^meaning  the  facilities  for  removing  camp  refuse  pertaining  to  the 
sanitation  thereof,  removing  of  people  to  and  from  me  Station  vnm  all  their  goods 
and  chattels,  transport  of  all  food  stuffs,  &q.  This  matter  is  now  receiving  your  senons 
attention,  and  I  trust  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  may  soon  J)e  found. 

Another  matter  that  is  pressing  is  the  tent  accommodation.  The  shortage  of  tents 
in  every  camp  mates  it  difficult  to  provide  for  proper  isolation  of  various  classes  of 
diseases,  for  Staff  accommodation,  and  for  a  reserve  of  tents  in  case  of  additioiml 
numbers  coming  into  camp.  Moreover,  many  of  the  tents  are  now  much  worn.  Every 
camp  is  supplied  with  canvas  and  the  necessary  appliances  for  mending  tents,  but 
when  the  material  itself  becomes  old,  patching  is  almost  useless,  and  in  the  stormy 
weather,  which  we  have  lately  been  experiencmg,  the  weak  tents  have  suffered  very 
much.  This  state  of  affairs  it  is  hoped  vnll  soon  be  removed,  as  the  C3iief  Oidnanoe 
Officer  has  obtained  the  sanction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  obtain  a  large  supply 
of  new  tents  from  Englapd. 

A  supply  of  eggs,  imported  from  Madeira  and  Italy,  has  been  indented  for,  from 
the  Coast,  for  the  use  of  each  Hospital  in  Burgher  Camps. 

I  regret  that  the  death  rate  for  the  month  of  October,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to 
improve  the  health  of  inmates,  shows  a  higher  rate  than  that  of  preceding  months,  but 
I  teel  confident  that  whatever  else  may  be  attributed  to  the  Officials  of  this  De- 
partment, they  cannot  be  charged  with  negligence ;  and  so  far  as  their  ability,  and  the 
facilities  at  hand  are  concerned,  everything  possible  has  been  done  for  the  ben^ 
of  inmates  of  Burgher  Camps. 

Ihave,  &c.. 
The  Military  Grovemor,  W.  K.  Tucebr, 

Pretoria.  Greneral  Superintendent 

Statistical  Return  of  Inmates,  Sick,  and  Deaths  in  Burgher  Camps,  Transvaal,  for 

Month  ending  3lBt  October,  1901. 


OensuB,  Slet  October,  1901. 

Average  Daily  Siok. 

Per 

Cent. 

& 

Totttll 

1 

deaths. 

Camp. 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

:a 

a 

a 

1 

2 

A 

Barberton        

1,904 

295 

746 

868 

29 

7 

8 

14 

1-52 

12 

1 

1 

10 

BalniAral  '       

2,577 

315 

1,016 

1,246 

23 

1 

8 

14 

0-89 

68 

— 

12 

56 

Belfast 

1,390 

268 

507 

615 

47 

3 

16 

2S 

3-38 

29 

2 

4 

23 

Heidelburg     

2,196 

495 

748 

953 

82 

3 

6 

23 

1-46 

48 

4 

7 

33 

Irene 

3,985 

930 

1,412 

1,643 

341 

47 

97 

197 

8-65 

100 

7 

13 

80 

Johannesbarg 

2,936 

610 

1,064 

1,262 

44 

8 

14 

22 

1-49 

27 

4 

1 

22 

Kle^kfldorp      

3,825 

483 

1,524 

1,818 

159 

9 

38 

112 

415 

159 

5 

21 

133 

Krngersdorp 

5,488 

1,038 

2,056 

2,394 

228 

6 

88 

184 

415 

92 

2 

11 

79 

Middelburg     

5,593 

1,124 

2,119 

2,350 

243 

35 

102 

106 

4-34 

139 

5 

25 

109 

Mafeking        

4,778 

831 

1,879 

2,068 

1,043 

22 

166 

855 

21-82 

406 

13 

45 

348 

Nylstroom       

1,812 

332 

680 

800 

60 

8 

19 

33 

3-31 

59 

5 

12 

42 

Pietersbupg     

3,593 

907 

1,249 

1,437 

344 

76 

126 

142 

9-57 

48 

7 

11 

30 

Potchefstroom           

7,438 

1,201 

2,754 

8,483 

95 

8 

24 

63 

1-27 

85 

7 

14 

64 

Standerton      

2.946 

631 

1,148 

1,167 

241 

28 

76 

148 

8-lS 

235 

9 

26 

305 

Vereeniging 

905 

184 

807 

414 

55 

8 

25 

22 

6-07 

8 

2 

1 

5 

Volksruflt        

5,284 

685 

2,360 

2,239 

350 

47 

128 

175 

6*62 

46 

2 

6 

38 

Vrrburg          

1,255 

229 

464 

562 

67 

3 

10 

** 

4-54 

55 

10 

2^ 

19 

Lydenbnrg  MUitary  Post    ... 

61 

6 

20 

35 

3 

2 

1 

— 

4-91 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Pretoria  Relief          

1,568 

140 

570 

858 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—        - 

Johannetbnrg  Relief 

4,173 
63,707 

369 

1,456 

2,349 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—        - 

Total     

11,073 

24,078 

28,656 

S,994 

316 

901 

2,177 

5-32 

1,616 

85 
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BUBQHBB  Camps  Dbpabtmbnt  :— Stnopsis  of  Deaths  in  Burgher  Campfi  under  Heads  of 

Causes  for  week  ending  31st  October,  1901. 
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1 

1 
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11 

1 

1 

s 

1 
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1 

0 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
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o 
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Balmoral        

8 

n 

__ 

28 

4 

4 

7 

3 

2 

68 

Barberton       

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

5 

12 

Belfast            

— 

2 

1 

8 

7 

— 

2 

— 

3 

2 

4 

29 

Heidelburg    

— 

8 

1 

8 

1 

— 

2 

6 

1 

16 

43 

Irene 

13 

3 

4 

33 

28 

— 

3 

3 

1 

5 

7 

100 

Johannesburg           

— 

4 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

9 

27 

Klerksdorp 

64 

12 

15 

18 

7 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

38 

159 

Krugersdorp 

40 

4 

1 

34 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

92 

Mafeking       

275 

.8 

5 

34 

41 

12 

8 

2 

2 

— 

19 

406 

Middelburg 

10 

.  35 

— 

6 

20 

25 

— 

5 

— 

— 

38 

139 

Nylstroom     

7 

23 

5 

2 

•2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

59 

Pietersburg 

3 

3 

— 

7 

— 

1 

1 

5 

1    — 

7 

21 

48 

Potchefstroom 

42 

4 

1 

8 

2 

— 

13 

— 

'     — 

— 

15 

85 

Standerton     

171 

7 

— 

13 

6 

20 

4 

7 

j    — 

— 

12 

240 

Vereeniging 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1    — 

— 

4 

8 

Volksrust       

5 

4 

4 

9 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

16 

46 

Yryburg         

34 

— 

8 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

55^ 

Total        

672 

129 

50 

2i6 

132 

64 

41 

46 

11 

15 

240 

1616 

The  Military  Grovemor, 
Pretoria, 

New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  October  17,  1901. 
In  order  to  brine  the  establishment  of  the  various  camps  to  a  state  of  greater 
efficiency,  and  to  enable  the  Superintendents  to  carry  out  the  objects  set  forth  in 
various  circular  letters  of  instructions,  the  approved  suggestions  of  Dr.  Kendal  Franks 
and  the  Concentration  Camps  Commission,  and  further  to  provide  conveniences  neces- 
sary for  keeping  camps  clean  and  healthy,  and  to  overoome  the  necessity  of  **  making 
shift ''  that  has  hitherto  existed  so  largely,  I  have  drawn  up  a  list  of  requirements,  as 
far  ks  I  am  at  present  able  to  do  so,  for  each  camp. 

The  regular  truckage  allotted  to  Burgher  Camps  gives  very  meagre  opportunity 
for  obtaining  material  beyond  the  food  supply,  medical  comforts  and  hospital  reqm- 
sites,  and  is,  mpreover,  inadequate  to  the  large  demands  that  the  requirements  referred 
to  above  involve. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  ask  your  kind  consideration  of  this  matter,  in  the  hope  that 
you  may  be  able  to  assist  by  obtaining  the  railway  facilities  asked  for,  and  so  relieving 
the  pressing  necessity  arismg  from  the  want  of  the  goods  enumerated  at  the  sevend 
camps. 

The  goods  are  obtainable  at  Durban  or  Port  Elizabeth  at  once. 

It  would  meet  the  case  if  additional  trucks  could  be  provided  for  this  purpose, 
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extending  over  five  or  six  weeks,  if  necessary,  though  the  cases  of  Mafeking  and 
Middelbnrg  are  specially  pressing,  and  it  is  most  desirable  that  they  should  be  assisted, 
ff  possible. 

W.  K.  Tucker, 

General  Superintendent. 


Dear  Sir,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  October  24,  1901. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  list  of  sundries  now  under  order  for  your  camp.  Special 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  truckage,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  usual 
weekly  supply  of  foodstuffs. 

Tlie  main  object  in  supplying  the  material  and  sundries  enumerated  is  to  place  you 
in  a  better  position  to  carry  out  any  improvements  which  may  be  found  necessary  in 
your  camp  arrangements ;  hitherto  there  has  been  a  difl&culty,  owing  to  limited  tonnage 
allowed  tnis  Department,  to  ^et  sufficient  material,  such  as  wood  and  iron,  in  hand,  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  various  camps,  and  large  quantities  have  had  to  be  bought 
locally  at  advanced  rates.  It  is  hoped  that  the  apportionment  of  a  truck  load  to  each 
camp  will  meet  all  requirements  in  this  connection  for  some  time  to  come,  and  enable 
you  to  erect  wash-tables,  latrines,  &c. 

Yours  truly, 

for  Financial  Controller, 

J.  C.  Lucas. 
Superintendent. 


Re  Camp  Equipment. 


Dear  Sm,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  November  3,  1901. 

Referring  to  my  Circular  Letter,  No.  B.  5/14,  of  24  October,  re  equipment 
under  order  for  your  camp,  and  which  I  trust  will  reach  you  at  an  early  date,  I  now 
beg  to  draw  your  particular  attention  to  the  following  remarks,  which  are  intended 
to  show  you  for  what  purpose  these  various  articles  were  indented.  Should  you 
already  be  si^ciently  supplied  in  any  particular  branch,  you  are  to  exercise  your 
discretion,  and  use  the  supplies  in  any  hue  most  needed'. 

(A.)  Timber  and  Iron. — The  health  of  the  camp  being  the  first  consideration,  this 
material  should  be  utilized: — 

(1)  For  suitable  latrines :  Adequate  requirements  should  be  carefuUv  estimated 

by  the  Superintendents,  entailing  no  w;aste  of  material,  nor  snould  more 
than  jjust  a  sufficient  number  be  put  iip.  The  greatest  difficulty  being 
experienced  in  obtaining  truckage  for  this  heavy  class  of  goods,  the  necessity 
of  care  being  exercised  in  the  distribution  is  obvious. 

(2)  For  Rubbish  Screens :  A  sufficient  number  of  these  should  be  fixed  in  the 

most  convenient  and  suitable  places. 

(3)  For  Bathing  and  Washing  Sheds :  Tables  for  washing  clothes  on,  hospital 

linen,  and  a  hospital  drjdng  shed. 

(4)  For  a  shed  for  distributing  milk  and  soup. 

(5)  For  kartels. 

(6)  For  stores  and  offices  where  necessary  and  required,  and  should  the  supply 

admit.  It  is  impressed  on  Superintendents  to  see  that,  in  the  erection 
of  these  shed^  screens,  and  buildings,  the  g^reatest  economy  in  respect  of 
material  is  exercised,  and  all  elaborate  finishing  off  is  avoided. 

(B.)  Tanks :  400  Gallon. — These  are  for  boiling  the  water  for  drinking  purposes, 
and  for  early  coffee,  &c.  They  should  be  carefully  arranged,  fiixed  on  soUa  founda- 
tions, and  in  such  a  manner  that  boiled  water  can  run  from  one  set  of  tanks  to  another, 
to  cool  off. 
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(C.)  Cauldrons  and  pots  are  foj  boiling  soup,  diluting  of  milk,,  boiling  of-  hospital 
linen  and  stool  destructors.  All  these  shoiSd  be  built  in  with  brick.  Fire  bars  have 
been  sent. 

{D.)  Slop  buckets  for  use  between  the  lines  of  tents  as  receptacles  for  slop  water,, 
coflfee  grounds,  &c.,  and  use  as  sanitary  buckets ;  the  latter  being  obtainable  iroiii  the 
Ordnance  Department,  can  be  requisitioned  for  by  the  Superintendents  when  required 
in  the  usual  form. 

(E.)    Oven  doors. — Where  possible,  brick  ovens  of  fairly  large  size  and  for  general, 
use  of  the  inmates- should  be  erected  at  various  suitable  and  convenient  places  in  the' 
camp;  these  are  intended  to  do  away  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  altogether,  with  the, 
number  of  small  ovens  dotted  all  over  the  camp,  and  thus  effect  a  saving  in  fuel.    The 
bricks  required  can  no  douBl  be  made  in  your  camp. 

(F.)  Poles  and  Wire.— These  were  sent  you  during  September,  and  must  bie 
placed  between  the  lines,  for  drying  clothes,  airing  bedding,  &c. 

(G.)  Wheelbarrows,  axes,  and  other  implements  are  for  cleaning  up  in  camp  and 
for  general  use. 

(H.)    Canvas. — ^For  repairing  those  tents  which,  through  wear  and  tear  or  other' 
causes,  need  same.  . 

With  the  view  to  enable  me  to  endeavour  to  obtain  such  things  as  sanitary,  slop 
and  water  carts,  and  filters  for  use  of  Burgher  Camps,  by  purchasing  same  at  the 
coast,  it  is  desired  that  Superintendents  should  send  in  at  once  a  report  informing 
Head  Office  of  what  they  urgently  need,  and  stating  at  the  same  time  what  their 
present  equipment  consists  of  in  this  respect.  Superintendents  are  particularly  re- 
quested not  to  ask  for  anything  that  they  can  possibly  do  without. 

If  the  sanitary  and  slop  service  is  performed  by  contract,  say  so. 

Yours  truly. 

General  Superintendent. 
Superintendent. 


(Circular  85.) 

The  Superintendent,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  October  30,  1901.    ^ 

Families  that  may  be  in  Burgher  Camps  belonging  to  Burghers  that  have,  or 
are,  actively  assisting  the  Government  or  the  Military  Authorities  in  the  field  as  scouts 
or  doing  intelligence  work,  should  be  permitted  to  five  in  town  if  they  so  desire,  and 
should  continue  to  draw  rations. 

K  there  is  not  accommodation  for  them,  such  should  be  made  by  transferring  to 
Burgher  Camps  the  families  of  Burghers  still  on  commando  from  houses  in  town,  and 
giving  the  houses  to  the  families  referred  to  above. 

You  should  make  the  necessary  arrangements  with  officials  and  officers  concerned 
for  giving  effect  to  this  instruction. 

U  families  desire  to  live  in  towns  remote  from  your  camp  you  should  forward  their 
applications  to  Head  Office  to  be  dealt  with. 

General  Superintendent. 


(Circular  No.  87.) 

Nursing  S.taflE. 

The  Superintendent,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  November  5,  1901. 

1.  Hospital  Matron. — There  shall  be  a  Hospital  Matron  in  each  camp,  who 
shan  be  a  trained  and  certificated  nurse  of  large  experience,  and  have  the  qualincation 
of  being  a  good  manager. 

2.     She  shall  be  entitled  to  a  salary  of  £12  per  month,  and  an  allowance  for 
uniform  of  I7s.  per  month,  free  rations  and  quarters. 
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3.  Her  duties  shall  be  to  have  charge  of  the  hospital,  the  control  of  the  hospital 
nurses,  probationers  and  servants,  and  generally  to  manage  the  hospital  under  the 
direction  of  the  Medical  OflBcer,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
camp. 

4.  Her  staff  shall  consist  of  as  many  fully-trained  and  partly-trained  nurses,  pro- 
bationers and  servants  as  may  be  required. 

5.  FuUy-trained  nurses  shall  receive  a  salary  of  £10  per  month,  uniform  allow- 
ance of  17s.  per  month,  rations  and  quarters. 

6.  Uncertificated  nurses  shall  receive  £7  10s.  per  month,  uniform  allowance  <rf 
17s.  per  month,  free  quarters  and  rations. 

7.  Probationers  shall  receive  £4  per  month,  free  quarters  and  rations,  with 
uniform  supplied  (to  be  made  by  themselves). 

8.  Probationers  taken  from  among  the  Refugees  shall  be  paid  from  Is.  6d.  to 
2s.  6d.  i)er  day,  with  imiform  supplied  (to  be  ma<fe  by  themselves).  The  uniform 
to  r^nain  the  property  of  the  hospital.  Rations  same  as  other  nurses  in  lieu  (A 
ordinary  refugee  rations. 

9.  Camp  Matron. — (Circular  No.  66  is  amended.) 

There  shall  be  a  Camp  Matron  in  each  camp,  who  sbaU  be  a  trained  and  certifi- 
cated nurse  of  large  experience.  AU  cases  of  sickness  in  the  camp,  not  in  hospital, 
shall  be  under  the  direct  care  of  the  Camp  Matron. 

10.  The  scale  of  pay  and  allowances  for  the  Camp  Matron  and  staff  shall  be  the 
same  as  for  the  Hospital  Matron's  department. 

11.  In  camps  of  over  1,000  inhabitants  and  up  to  2,000  inhabitants  she  shall 
have  under  her  a  trained  nurse. 

12.  In  camps  of  over  2,000  inhabitants  she  shall  have  an  Assistant  Camp  Matron, 
and  one  trained  nurse  for  every  1,500  inhabitants  over  and  above  2,000. 

13.  The  Camp  Matron  shall  herself  select  suitable  girls  from  among  the  refugees 
to  act  as  probationers. 

14.  As  far  as  possible  the  Camp  Matron  shall  divide  the  Camp  into  districts  con- 
taining about  1,000  inhabitants  for  herself  and  her  assistant,  and  about  1,500  for  each 
of  the  Nurses. 

15.  Whilst  there  is  an  epidemic  of  Measles,  Enteric,  or  other  infectious  disease 
in  camp  there  should  not  be  less  than  4  probationers  for  each  district. 

16.  The  probationers  should  visit  each  tent  in  their  district  every  morning  or 
every  alternate  morning.  They  should  see  liiat  the  interior  of  the  tents^are  kept  dean, 
and  as  far  as  possible  inculcate  personal  cleanliness  upon  the  inmates  and  their  children. 

17.  They  ^should  make  a  list  of  all  medical  comforts  ordered  by  the  Medical 
Officer  in  the  tents  under  their  charge.  Thev  should  also  make  a  list  of  all  cases  of 
sickness  giving  the  number  of  the  tent  in  wnich  they  occur.  These  lists  should  be 
given  to  me  Matron  or  the  Nurse  of  the  i>articular  district. 

18.  The  Camp  Matron,  or  her  Assistant„.or  the  Nurse  of  the  particular  district, 
shall  then  visit  each  tent  in  which  there  is  sickness.  She  shall  direct  what  is  to  be 
done  in  all  slight  cases  which  do  not  require  medical  aid.  She  shall  note,  take  tem- 
peratures, &c.  of,  aU  cases  which  require  the  Doctor's  attention,  in  anticipation  of  his 
visit. 

19.  The  Camp  Matron  or  her  Assistant,  or  the  Nurse  of  the  district,  shall 
accompany  the  Medical  Officer  when  going  round,  and  shall  point  out  to  him  the 
tents  m  whidi  there  are  cases  requiring  his  care.  She  shall,  receive  and  note  his  in-, 
structions.  She  shall  report  all  cases  ordered  to  Hospital  to  the  Superintendent,  who 
shall  arrange  for  the  removal  of  same  to  Hospital. 

20.  The  Camp  Matron  shall  draw  up  a  list  of  all  medical  comfort  cards  from 
the  lists  supplied  by  the  probationers.  She  shall  distribute  these  cards  to  the  nurses 
according  to  districts,  who  shall  draw  the  medical  comforts  and  distribute  them  to  the 
probationers  concerned,  who  in  turn  shall  see  that  they  are  distributed  to  the  tents 
authorised  to  receive  them. 

21.  Should  the  Camp  Matron  or  one  of  her  subordinates  observe  in  any  tent  a 
case  where  clothing  is  needed,  she  should  report  the  matter  to  the  Superintendent, 
who  will  refer  the  matter  to  the  Relief  Matron  for  investigation  and  attention. 

22.  It  is  advisable  that  in  every  camp,  especially  during  an  epidemic,  there 
idiould  be  a  soup  kitchen.  This  should  be  under  the  management  of  the  Camp  Matron, 
who  may  employ  any  voluntary  assistance  which  may  be  forthcoming.  The  issue 
should  be  made  by  the  Matron  or  her  Assistant,  to  those  entitled  to  receive  it,  suH 
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always  tJirough  the  probationers  (they  being  acquainted  with  the  people)  who  shall 
be  in  attendance.    The  issue  should  be  made  two  or  three  times  a  week. 

23.  The  Camp  Matron  shall  have  the  power  to  engage  or  dismiss  the  probationers 
belonging  to  her  staff,  notifying  the  Supermtendent  in  every  case. 

24.  If  the  Assistant  Camp  Matron,  or  any  of  the  nurses  under  her,  should  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Camp  Matron  be  inefficient  or  unsuited  for  the  post  she  holds,  fhe 
should  report  to  the  Superintendent  accordingly,  who  should  take  such  steps  as  may 
be  necessary  to  discharge  or  otherwise  employ  the  nurses  concerned,  and  to  obtain 
others. 

25.  Probationers  should  have  a  imiform  (which  shall  remain  the  property  of  the 
department)  and  should  make  it  from  material  selected  and  supplied  by  the  ,Camp 
Matron.  It  should  be  different  in  pattern  to  that  of  the  Hospital  or  Relief  Matron's 
staff. 

26.  The  Camp  Matron  should  organise  a  mess  for  the  nurses  of  her  department. 

27.  The  Superintendent  will  see  that  proper  accommodation  is  provided  for  the 
•Camp  Matron  and  her  staff  as  well  as  for  the  other  Matrons.  A  cook  and  servant 
should  be  employed  to  attend  to  the  mess  and  the  quarters  of  the  various  Matrons' 
staffs. 

General  Superintendent. 


Re  Circular  87. 
The  Superintendent,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  November  5,  1901. 

With  reference  to  the  above,  you  are  requested  to  report  in  how  far  your  present 
arrangements  coincide  with  the  directions  laid  down  in  regard  to  Hospital,  Camp 
and  Relief  Matrons'  Staffs. 

State  what  your  requirements  are  in  order  to  carry  out  this  organisation  as  to  per- 
sonnel and  accommodation. 

General  Superintendent. 


(Circular  No.  90.) 

Meat  Supply. 

Dear  Sm,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  November  15,  1901. 

The  following  minute  has  been  received  from  the  Director  of  Supplies : — 
"  When  captured  stock  is  available  it  can  be  drawn  from  the  same  sources  and 
in  similar  manner  to  that  adopted  up  to  date.    It  is  not,  however,  anti- 
cipated that  the  supply  will  be  constant  or  imiform,  as  it  now  depends 
entirely  upon  captures." 
You  will  therefore  use  every  endeavour  to  ascertain  when  captured  stock  is  avail- 
able, and  make  application  for  what  you  require  through  the  local  Supply  Depot. 

In  case  of  opportunity  offering  for  purc'hasing  slaughter  stock,  you  are  to  make 
purchase  sufficient  to  meet  your  requirements — taking  care  to  exercise  due  discretion 
in  the  matter  of  price,  quality  and  quantity,  and  to  refer  to  Head  Office  when  in  doubt 
how  to  act. 

Yours  faithfully. 

General  Superintendent. 
The  Superintendent. 
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Keport  on  Middelburg  Camp. 

I  visited  this  camp  on  the  7th,  8tih  and  9th  November,  and  found  a  marked  im- 
provement in  the  old  camp  since  my  last  visit.  Screens  for  depositing  rubbish  have 
been  erected;  receptacles  for  slop-water  placed  at  intervals.  Tanks  fixed  up  in  a 
marquee  for  diluting  and  issuing  milk,  and  various  other  small  improvements.  A  tank 
for  boiling  water  and  one  for  cooling  same  has  been  fixed  and  built  in,  in  hospital 
grounds. 

The  camp  is  now  being  shifted^to  the  new  site,  but  owing  to  the  rainy  weather  the 
moving  is  very  slow,  and  will  take  some  time  before  completed.  I  fear  that  the  whole 
of  the  camp  (hospital  included)  will  not  be  finally  transferred  before  about  the  15th 
December.  The  Superintendent  has  quite  sufficient  transport.  The  only  drawbactoi 
are  (1)  the  rain;  (2)  the  distance. 

The  new  site — ^an  admirable  one — is  to  the  north  of  the  town.  Across  the  river 
and  to  the  south-west  of  Gun  Hill.  It  is  well  laid  out  in  nine  square  blocks.  I  enclose 
a  rough  sketch  *  The  hospital  is  away  from  the  camp,  on  the  north-eastern  slope.  A 
store,  and  large  carpenters'  and  smiths'  shops  are  almost  completed,  and  Ofi&cers' 
quarters  are  in  course  of  construction.  The  streets  are  wide,  and  sufficient  space  is 
allowed  between  the  lines  of  tents  and  between  tents.  The  latrines  are  arranged  in 
lines  around  the  camp.  Here  also  are  placed  the  receptacles  for  rubbish  and  for  slops. 
Large  ovens  will  be  erected  outside  the  line  of  tents,  in  the  outside  streets. 

The  graveyard  is  about  half-mile  away,  and  just  a  nice  distance  from  camp ;  and 
so  are  the  slaughter  poles.  Water  is  laid  by  pipes  from  the  town,  and  up  to  the  present 
is  almost  up  to  half  of  the  camp.  The  Commanding  Royal  Engineer,  wno  has 
rendered  valuable  assistance,  wiU  see  how  high  he  "can  lead  the  water  in  pipes  by  gravi- 
tation, and,  if  possible,  lay  a  pipe  across  to  the  hospital.  At  present  the  water  runs 
into  five  tanks  of  400  gallons  each.  Other  tanks  will  be  fixed  up,  and  the  water  boiled, 
as  the  Medical  Officer  is  anxious  for  this  to  be  done. 

Bathhouses  and  washing  sites  will  be  fixed  up  to  the  south  of  the  camp.  The 
whole  of  the  tannery  has  already  been  shifted,  and  work  is  going  ahead.  A  large 
quantity  of  prepared  leather  is  in  hand.  Harness,  as  well  as  boots  and  shoes,  are  being 
made.     Samples  will  be  sent  you. 

Vegetables  are  being  planted — ^a  site  for  gardens  having  been  granted  by  the 
General  Officer  Commanding  to  the  north-west  of  the  camp. 

A  new  hospital  is  being  fixed  up.  The  marquees  you  sent  lately  are  useless,  how- 
ever. They  are  old  and  torn,  and  cannot  stand  the  severe  weather  we  are  experienc- 
ing. The  hospital  in  the  old  camp  wiU  be  shifted,  naturally,  last.  In  the  meantime 
two  hospitals  will  have  to  be  run.  There  are  a  number  of  sick  in  the  old  hosmtal  and 
camp.  The  Medical  Officer  tells  me  he  has  about  30  enteric  patients.  To  keep 
enteric  out  of  new  camp,  he  proposes  bringing  over  to  old  hospital  aU  those  developing 
the  disease  within  21  days  from  being  shift^.  He  requires  assistance  badly,  arid  it 
will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  send  him,  at  an  early  date,  an  additional  Medical  Officer 
and  two  certificated  nurses. 

The  distance,  about  1^  miles,  between  old  and  new  camps,  is  too  great  for  Dr. 
Mast  and  himself  to  attend  to  both  camps. 

The  new  Superintendent  is  starting  under  the  most  favourable  conditions,  but  at 
present  it  is  not  possible  to  state  anything  more.  When  aU  are  shifted,  and  every- 
thing in  full  swing,  about  the  end  of  January,  one  ought  to  be  able  to  judge. 

N.  J.  SCHOLTZ, 

Inspector. 

Report. — ^Mr.  Brink,  V.D.M.,  Chaplain. 
Middelburg  Camp. 

Middelburg,  October  25,  1901. 
I  have,  of  my  own  accord,  visited  the  Burgher  Camps  at  Barberton  and  Belfast, 
thinldng  that  neither  yourself  nor  the  Military  Governor  would  be  averse  to  my  doing 
80,  but  the  contrary  rather.  If  you  do  not  disapprove,  I  am  very  glad  that  I  did  go. 
There  was  great  joy  at  my  arrival,  and  the  humble  services  I  was  able  to  render  were 
highly  appreciated  by  numbers  of  my  old  parish,  as  well  as  by  others,  at  both  places  I 
visited. 

The  Reverend  lif eara  has  done  yeoman  service,  and  won  the  gratitude  of  many 
by  the  Christian  sympathy  shown  to  the  sufferers,  and  the  bereaved,  during  the  epi- 
demic.    Although  he  is  not  conversant  with  their  language,  nor  they  witn  his,  he 

•Not  reprjduced. 
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has,  nevertheless,  faithfully  and  sympathetically  ministered  to  their  spiritual  wants, 
as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  preaching  in  English  with  the  assistance  of  a  womau  as 
Dutch  inteipreter,  baptising  their  children,  and  assisting  in  burying  their  dead.  They 
gave  him  an  address,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  read  to  him  when  3iere,  in  which  they 
expressed  their  great  appreciation  of  his  love  services.  He,  too,  was  glad  I  had 
visited  them,  and  I  thanked  him  deferentially  for  what  he  had  endeavoured  with 
a  view  to  relief  and  consolation. 

Like  here  and  in  other  camps  there  too  were  some  irreconcilables  and  undesirables, 
wrho  ought  to  be  removed,  as  they  are  a  source  of  discomfort  and  annoyance  to  the 
peaceful  and  law  abiding.protegees. 

They  undoubtedly  prove  a  great  obstruction  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  recon- 
ciliation there,  and  here,  and  everywhere  else. 

With  the  Balmoral  Camp  on  my  hands  in  addition  to  this  camp,  I  shall  jiot  be 
able  to  go  there  soon  again,  and  you  might  not  deem  it  necessary,  as  the  Eeverend 
Meara  has  been  appointed  Chaplain.  Mr.  Meara  and  the  people  would,  however, 
appreciate  it  very  much,  if  you  would  allow  the  Reverend  Albert  du-Toit,  of  Belfast, 
travelling  facilities  and  request  him  to  run  over  there  occasionally,  that  is  to  say,  if  the 
camp  is  going  to  remain  at  Barberton.  Mr.  du  Toit  will  do  it  most  willingly,  and 
I,  too,  would  gladly  go  there  once  again  later  on.  The  Military  Governor  ex- 
pressed that  view  to  me  too,  when  I  saw  his  Excellency  in  Pretoria.  Mr.  du  Toit 
and  his  wiie  are  doing  good  work  at  Belfast,  and  th^  are  fairly  comfortably  fixed 
up,  all  praise  to  the  Superintendent  there. 

I  am  no  more  making  use  of  the  services  of  the  Missionaries  here.  I  am  think- 
ing of  having  services  at  one  place,  in  the  centre  of  the  camp. 

In  the  town — ^Middelburg — are  a  good  many  refugees  too ;  many  manbers  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church ;  and  there  is  no  one  to  attend  to  the  baptism  of  children, 
confirmation,  and  Church  solenanisation  of  marriages.  5^r.  Mare,  the  Missionary,  has 
been  holding  services  in  the  large  Church  (our  Church) — (the  Military  too)  since 
Mr.  (Reverend)  Bui^ers  left  with  the  Commando,  but  as  he  has  not  come  in  yet,  and 
his  wiie  been  deported,  and  there  being  not  even  half  a  quorum  of  the  Churchwardens 
in  town,  I  feel  it  incmnbent  on  me  to  step  in  and  make  use  of  the  large  Church,  so  tha* 
I  may  also  render  the  Official  Church  Services.  But  to  that  end  I  should  like  to  get 
instruction  and  support  from  Military  and  Civil  Headquarters. 

This  course  seems  advisable  and  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  any  undesiraUe 
ofl&ciousness  and  mischief  being  done  bv  any  undesirable  persons  and  irreoondlables. 
The  subtle  underhand  influence  of  such  persons  under  certain  guises  always  proves 
Tery  damaging  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  conciliation. 

The  Ohurch  in  Tovra  can  seat  about  1,300  people,  whereas  in  camp  we  can  only 
congregate  a  few  hundred  people  at  a  time.  Neither  is  the  Church  too  far  from  the 
camp  for  those  who  would  attend.  As  it  is,  they  are  now  at  liberty  to  attend  that 
Church  on  Sundays.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  authorise  me  to  find  board  and 
lodging  with  some  private  family  in  town  entirely.  I  have  had  to  shift  for  myself 
anynow,  since  I  came  here,  drawing  rations  of  course,  but  at  great  personal  incon- 
venience, which  means  a  great  hindrance  in  my  work,  and  my  health  is  a  very  important 
consideration. 

C.  Jno.  Brink,  V.D.M., 

Chaplain. 


Dear  Sm,  Van  der  Hoven's  Drift  Camp,  October  31,  1901. 

I  LAST  addressed  you  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  have  now  to  report  as  follows  :— 

Staff. — ^Mr.  R.  I.  Wilson  having  resigned  the  position  of  Supervisor,  Mr.  M.  J. 
Stucki  has  been  appointed  in  his  place. 

Sanitary, — During  the  month  a  latrine  has  been  erected  for  the  use  of  children, 
in  addition  to  those  already  erected  for  men  and  women ;  also  one  for  the  use  of  hos- 
pital patients,  and  one  for  ofl&cials.  Six  galvanised  baths  have  been  placed  at  intervals 
throughout  the  camp  as  recep^cles  for  slops.  Two  dustbins  have  been  placed  at  oon- 
venfent  places  in  the  camp.  The  Sanitary  Contractor  for  the  town  attends  to  the 
latrines  daily,  the  slop-buckets  three  times  a  week,  and  the  dustbins  twice  a  week. 

Hospital— AnoiheT  marquee  tent  (making  two  in  all),  vnth  equipment,  has  been 
added  to  the  hospital. 
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Nurses. — ^Mrs.  Stiemans,  assistant  nurse,  left  us  on  the  25th  October,  and  Mrs, 
Radloff  and  Mrs.  Moyes  were  appointed  assistant  nurses  in  her  place;  subsequently 
Mrs.  EnsHn  was  also  engaged,  and  Miss  Durr  kindly  volunteered  assistance  for  a  time. 

Soup  Kitchen. — This  is  giving  great  satisfaction.  Soup  is  issued  three  times  a 
week,  and  occasionally  sago  and  nee  puddings,  which  are  much  appreciated  in  view 
of  the  shortness  of  fresh  meat. 

Bakeovens,  Hot-water  Tank,  and  Hospital  Kitchen. — ^These  are  all  working  satis- 
factorily. 

Store. — The  iron  building  for  the  store  has  now  been  completed  and  fitted  up,  and 
is  in  working  order. 

Number  of  Refugees. — ^At  end  of  September  there  were  185  souls  in  camp ;  during 
October  there  were  387  axrivals,  197  departures,  and  4  deaths,  leaving  in  camp  at 
date  371  souls.     The  average  daily  number  in  camp  was  317.58. 

Health  of  the  Camp. — During  the  month  there  were  135  cases  of  illness,  arisii^ 
from  Measles,  Diarrhoea,  Pneumonia,  and  Enteric:  only  two  oases  of  the  last-namea 

Medicines. — ^These  are  now  obtained,  on  Dr.  Wilson's  prescription,  from  the 
Pretoria  Civil  Hospital. 

Telephone. — Telephonic  communication  has  now  been  established  between  the 
camp  and  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  Relief  Committee. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  SONTEB, 

Secretary, 
Government  Relief  Committee. 
The  General  Superintendent, 
Burgher  Camps, 
Pretoria. 


Government   Relief   Committee. 
Report  for  the  Month  of  October,  1901. 
The  nett  reduction  in  the  number  drawing  relief  amounts  to  33  families,  representing 


t)  men,  54  women,  and  86  children,  equal 
The  total  reductions  were  as  follows 

to  149  persons. 

Families. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

-Sent  to  Burgher  camps            

... 

1 

IS 

2 

22 

46 

(Jave  up  rations,  self-supporting 

••• 

27 

5 

40 

52 

-Gtone  to  hospital 

... 

— 

1 

— 

Beductions  made  in  allowances  to  18  &mUies 
still  drawing. 

— 

4 

7 

16 

45 

12 

69 

114 

The  additions  during  the  month  were  as  under  : — 


Families. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


Old  applications  renewed  for  various  reasons 
New  applications  granted        


11 
2 


13 


13 
2 


22 
6 


15 


28 


Particulars  re  numbers  drawing  relief  and  cost  of  feeding  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
Annexure  "  A." 

The  deaths  amongst  recipients  of  relief  in  town  were  10  as  compared  with  17  in 
September. 

The  Staff  of  the  Relief  Committee  has  been  reduced  as  under  : — 

Whites  from  13  to  9. 
Natives     „       7  „  3. 
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Annrxure   "A 


iC    A    W 


Return  for  month  ending  October,  1901. 


Week  ending 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Tokens  taken  in  Belief  Stotci 

Oct.  5 

159 

656 

1,001 

1,816 

15,128 

12 

159 

652 

991 

1,802 

15,065 

19 

158 

636 

977 

1,771 

15,187 

26 

153 

612 

939 

1,704 

15,001 

31 

93 

384 

589 

1,006 

8,926 
69,307 

Average  number  of  persons,  1,632. 

Nominal  value  of  tokens,  £1,732  135.  6d. 

Special  rations  issued  in  Town  and  at  Railway  Station — Adults  573,  Children  192. 

Daily  average  special  rations — Adults  20,  Children  7. 

Actual  cost  of  relief  in  food  (reckoned  at  coast  prices)  as  follows  : — 

Town  Relief —  £      s.    d. 

Tokens  and  Rations  738     2     7 

Medical  Comforts  ...         .,.         ...  16  10     3 


£754  12  10 


Estimated  value  of  meat  from  captured  stock,  2,855  lb.  at  Is.  per  lb.  =  £142  lbs. 
not  included  in  above  cost  of  £754  \2s.  lOd. 


List  of  Reports  on  Camps. 


Barberton 
Balmoral 

Belfast 

Heidelburg 

Irene       

Johannesbarg    .. 

Ellerksdorp 

Krugersdorp 

Middelbarg 

Maf eking 

Nylstroom 

Pietersburg 

Potchefstroom  .. 

Standerton 

Yereeniging 

Volksrust 


55 
57 
59 
65 
69 
73 
77 
81 
$4 
87 
91 
94 
98 
lOO 
106 
109 
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BARBERTON. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Barberton,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Week  ending  October  4, 1901 
»»  »»     ■'■''     » 


Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 


6 
4 

9 
9 


Women. 


4 

3 

13 

11 


Children. 


15 
19 
14 
10 


Barber- 
ton. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals       

Births           

316 
17 

750 
10 

862 

11 

7 

Toljd         

— 

— 

— 

333 

38 

760 
14 

880 

Departures 

Deaths          

37 

1 

13 

1 

7 
10 

Total         

— 

— 

— 

17 

In  Camp,  -October  31, 1901 

295 

746 

863 

Deaths. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children, 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„      1  year  and  12  years     

„    12  years  and  40    „        

If    »0     w        »»    •'0    „ 

M     „        „    over          

1 

1 

3 
2 
5 

Total 

1 

1 

10 

Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles        

— 

Enteric 

— 

Heart  Disease 

— 

Diarrhcea     

— 

Whooping  Cough... 

1 

Convnlsions 

3 

Dysentery 

— 

Inflnenza 

— 

Other  Diseases      ... 

5 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis. 

2 

Marasmns 

1 

B.  Graumann, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Babbsr-  Burgher  Camps  Department. — ^Barberton  Camp  Staff. 

TON. 

Superintendent. — B.  Granmann. 
Storekeeper. — S.  Shepherd. 

Medical    Officer. — ^Lieutenant-Colonel   Robinson,    R.A.M.C.,  (leaving) 

Dr.  Longdon. 

Dispenser. Taylor. 

Hospital  Matron. — Nurse  Meyer. 
Hospital  Probationers. —        — 
Relief  Matron. — ^Mrs.  Shepherd. 
Relief  Matron's  Assistants. —        — 
Chaplain. — ^Reverend  Meara. 


Burgher  Camp,  Barberton. 
Report  for  the  month  ending  31st  October,  1901. 

Arrivals  and  Departures. — There  were  38  arrivals  against  57  departures;  20 
of  the  latter  joining  the  National  Scouts,  leaving  1904  now  drawing  rations.  (See 
detailed  statistical  return.) 

Camf  Matron. — Mrs  Shepherd  is  a  zealous  worker,  and  the  thoughtful  manner  in  . 
which  ^e  discharges  her  duties  will  gain  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  women. 

Concentration  Camv  Commission. — The  distinguished  ladies  went  very  minutely 
into  all  important  details,  such  as  sanitation,  conmtion  of  inmates,  their  treatment 
and  the  like,  and  impressed  me  as  being  satisfied  that  all  were  being  well  cared  for. 

Concerts. — On  the  evenings  of  the  25th  and  26th,  musical  and  theatrical  enter- 
tainments were  given  in  the  schoolroom  by  a  nimiber  of  the  refugees,  the  proceeds 
being  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  additional  clothing,  &c.,  for  the  more  needy. 

Medical  Oncer's  Report. — Herewith. 

General  Officer  Commanding. — General  Dixon,  who  has  recently  taken  over  tiie 
command  of  this  district,  visited  the  camp,  hospital,  and  school  on  9th  inst.,  and  was 
highly  pleased  with  everything. 

Insubordination. — Two  healthy,  strong  men,  for  refusing  to  take  any  part  in  camp 
fatigue,  when  told  off  for  the  purpose,  at  the  morning  Roll  Call,  I  had  brought  before 
the  District  Commissioner  and  punished.    This  had  a  very  salutary  effect. 

Native  Locations. — There  are  over  100  native  servants,  principally  in  families, 
who  have  accompanied  their  employers.  These  are  allowed  to  serve  their  masters  or 
mistresses  during  the  day,  but  are  required  to  sleep  in  the  location  adjacent  to  the 
camp.  There  app)ears  to  be  undue  familiarity;  some  natives  sleeping,  eating,  and 
drinking  in  the  same  tents  with  the  whites,  and  this  cannot  be  allowed. 

Picnic. — On  the  18th  and  19th  a  huge  picnic  for  the  children  was  given  just  out- 
side the  enclosure.     To  defray  the  cost,  money  was  kindly  given  by  the  townspeople. 

Road  Making. — ^The  inmates  have  been  employed  in  making  roads  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  <3amp  for  our  sanitary  carts  and  transport  waggons,  cutting  tent  pegs, 
repairing  tents,  tarring  latrines,  enclosing  with  brick  and  building  furnace  for  hot 
water  tank,  making  Kraals  for  cattle  and  sheep,  improvements  to  butchery,  &c. 

Sanitation. — This  department  continues  to  work  satisfactorily.  We  are  nsmg 
15  donkeys,  secured  from  the  Army  Service  Corps,  others  we  are  hiring  from  refugees. 

School. — Owing  to  the  decrease  of  sickness  the  attendance  has  much  improved, 
and  the  Head  Teacher  reports  satisfactory  progress  being  made.  He  is  untiring  in  his 
efforts  to  include  all  chilcben  of  a  school  age  on  his  register  as  volimtary  attendants. 

Sickness. — ^I  am  pleased  to  report  the  measles  epidemic  at  an  end.  Every  possible 
precaution  had  to  be  taken,  and  earliest  symptoms  noted ;  for  there  were  cases  d 
parents  concealing  sickness  to  avoid  the  patients  being  removed  to  the  hospital. 

Conclusion. — Our  watet  supply  continues  excellent.  To  avoid  discomfort  during 
the  rainy  season,  I  have  had  further  trenches  made,  with  due  regard  to  fall,  and 
bridged,  so  that  the  water  will  readily  flow  around,  and,  at  appointed  places,  through 
the  camp. 

B.  Graumann, 

Superintendent. 
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Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Burgher  Camp  for  October,  1901. 


TON. 


The  health  of  the  camp  has  improved  greatly,  axkl  the  death  rate  has  fallen  nearly  ^ 
to  the  low  figure  it  stood  a/t  prior  to  the  introduction  of  measles  amongst  the  inmates. 

Two  cases  of  Enteric  fever  occurred,  one,  I  regret  to  say,  tenninated  fatally.  Tim 
is  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease  in  this  camj) ;  in  both  cases  the  patients  (girls) 
had  been  employed  in  the  town  for  some  time  previous  to  their  coming  to  hospital. 

The  sanitation  of  the  camp  has  been  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

S.  B.  Robinson, 

R.  A.  M.  C. 
Barberton. 


BALMORAL. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Ba^tMOkal,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Balmoral 


Men. 

Women. 

Cfaildnn. 

Men. 

Women. 

rShililrAn 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals       

Births          

287 
51 

889 
236 

1,086 
309  • 

8 

-. 

Total          

— . 

— 

338 

1,125 
109 

1,403 

Departures 

Deaths         

23 

97 
12 

101 
56 

Total 

^' 

—     • 

157 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1801 

315 

1,016 

1,246 

Sick  in  Camp. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Week  ending  October  4, 1901    ... 

... 

2 

.9 

•  20 

„                       n       11      »» 



— 

7 

18.. 

»»                       »»       1*     »» 

••• 

1 

13 

.» 

M               •  »»     25    »       ... 



2 

5 

13 

Deaths. 

1 

Men. 

Women.     ;    OMldren. 

1 

• 

Under  1  numth 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„      1  year  and  12  years 

»«      1^     „        ,«     41/     „           ...           ...           ...           ..•           •••           •*•. 

M      4U     „        ,«     Dll     „           ...          ...          ••. 

50    „      „    over           

— 

7 

4 

1 

7 

12 
37 

Total       

— 

12 

56 

10069 


H 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


58 


Baucobal 


NUMBBR 

OP  Deaths  undab 

Hbads  of 

Causes. 

Measles        

8 

Enteric       

4 

1 
Heart  Disease       ...  1 

3 

Diarrhoea     

12 

Whooping  Congh... 

— 

Premature  Birth  ... 

1 

Dysentery. 

— 

Influenza    

— 

Convnleions 

i 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis. 

28 

Marasmns 

7 

Old  Age     

I 

E.  R.  Harvby, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. — Balmoral  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — E.  R.  Harvey. 

Storekeeper, Irvine. 

Medical  OflBicer. — Dr.  J.  W.  Lee. 

Dispenser. Johmon. 

Hospital  Matron. — Nurse  Pielje  Wessels 

Nurse. — ^Nurse  H.  Powell. 

Probationers. 

Relief  Matron. — Miss  Mary  Robb.    . 

....       (  Miss  Movie. 
„         „        Assistants.    ■[  Miss  JesLp. 


Balmoral  Camp. — Report  for  October,  1901. 

There  is  very  little  of  fresh  interest  to  report  for  the  month  of  October, 

ffealth  of  the  Camp, — The  health  of  the  inmates  has  suffered  considerably  during  the 
past  month.  The  epidemic  of  measles,  I  am  glad  to  say,  has  apparently  run  its  course, 
there  being  very  few  cases  at  present  Chest  complaints,  however,  have  been  very 
prevalent,  and  have  been  the  cause  of  a  number  of  deaths,  owing  principally  to  the  vile 
weather  which  has  been  experienced,  it  having  rained,  practically  speakmg,  throughout 
the  month.  On  one  particular  night  there  were  seven  deaths  resulting  mainly  from 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 

Food  Supply  and  Quality. — This  continues  to  be  good,  with  the  exception  of  meat, 
which  is  no  longer  requisitioned  from  the  A.S.C.,  the  medical  oflBicer  having  condemned 
the  mutton  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Tinned  meat  has  been  issued  in  lieu 
of  fresh,  but  the  people  do  not  take  kindly  to  it. 

Water  Supply. — Owing  to  the  water  obtained  from  the  military  main  pipe  being 
dirty  and  of  doubtful  quality,  two  other  fountains  have  been  opened  up,  and  the  camp  is 
now  supplied  from  these.  The  water  is  brought  by  pipes  to  six  hogsheads,  each  provided 
with  a  tap.  These  are  washed  out  daily,  so  that  we  have  now  a  constant  supply  of 
beautiftilly  clear  and  pure  water. 

Drains. — Owing  to  tjie  heavy  rains,  it  has  been  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of 
trenches  throughout  the  camp,  and  also  to  drain  the  cemetery,  where  the  water  had 
collected  in  the  graves  which  had  been  dug  ready  for  the  interment  of  deceased 
persons. 

Ovens. — Several  large  ovens  are  being  built,  so  that  a  number  of  femilies  may  bake 
their  bread  at  the  same  time.  The  present  system  of  each  femily  having  a  separate  oven 
is  proving  very  unsatisfectory. 

Soup  Kitchen. — A  large  soup  kitchen  is  in  course  of  erection,  and  here  also  the  milk 
for  issue  will  be  diluted  with  the  necessary  proportion  of  water. 

Tanks  will  also  be  erected  for  boiling  the  water.  About  4,000  bricks  had  already 
been  made  for  this  purpose  and  the  building  of  the  ovens,  but  the  rain  has,  unfortunately, 
destroyed  the  great(jr  number. 
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Hospital. — The  Hospital  continues  to  do  good  work,  and  the  Matron  and  Staff  pay  Balmoral 
every  attention  to  the  patients  in  their  charge,  who  very  often  express  their  regret  at 
having  to  leave  their  couifortable  quarters.     The  arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  Cam]) 
Nursing,  as  provided  by  Circular  No.  87,  will  be  completed  on  the  arrival  of  the  Camj) 
Matron  and  her  Staff. 

Relief. — The  Relief  Matron,  Miss  Robb,  and  her  Staff  continue  to  do  good  work, 
making  and  distributing  garments  to  the  destitute. 

Climate  and  Effects. — The  heat  is  excessive  at  times,  and  thunderstorms  are 
frequent,  causing  considerable  temporary  discomfort,  but  on  the  whole  the  people  appear 
to  .be  fistirly  contented  and  happy. 

E.  R.  Harvey, 

Superintendent. 


Report  from  Medical  Officer. 

Balmoral,  October  31,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you  that  the  burgher  camp  lias  been  kept  in  a  very 
sanitary  condition  during  the  montn,  with  one  exception,  which  is  the  latrine  at  the 
measles  camp,  the  children  of  contacts  having  surpassed  themselves  in  the  exhibition 
of  their  filthy  habits.  However,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
which  will,  I  hope,  prevent  a  recurrence. 

Concerning  the  death-rate,  the  climatic  conditions  which  we  have  experienced  during  the 
month  has  told  its  tale  upon  the  weakly  and  strumous  constitutioned  population  of  the  camp. 
Coupled  with  this  the  arrival  of  a  number  of  families,  the  majority  of  whom  are  anything 
but  well  conditioned,  and  I  think  you  will  in  these  find  a  satisfactory  explanation.  Of 
typhoid  or  enteric  fever  we  have  had  two  new  cases,  which  means  that  this  dreadful 
disease  has  not  taken  any  hold  upon  us,  and  every  precaution  is  taken  to  prevent  its 
spread. 

Concerning  measles,  I  do  not  intend  continuing  with  the  contacts  and  hospital  for 
further  cases,  as  it  has  now  almost  died  away. 

The  water  carts,  sheets,  &c.,  we  are  daily  expecting. 

J.  W.  Lee, 

Medical  Officer. 


BELFAST. 
Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Belfast,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Belfast. 


Men. 

293 
13 

Women. 

Childien. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals       

Births           

Total         

563 

17 

710 
16 

3 

— 

— 

— 

306 

38 

580 
73 

72it 

Departures 

Deaths          

36 
2 

69 
4 

91 
23 

Total         

— 

— 

— 

114 

In  Camp,  October  31,  1901 

268 

507 

615 

10569 


H2 
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Sick  ra  Camp. 


Men. 

Women. 

ChiUien. 

Week  ending  October  4, 1901 

4 

H 

36 

"                 „    11    „ 

3 

10 

30 

„                  ,1     lo    ,, 

3 

18 

29 

„                 »»    25    „ 

4 

15 

24 

M                       %,      ul      „ 

2 

21 

21 

Deaths. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


NcMBBR  OF  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causbsu 


Under  1  month     ...        

—  • 

— 

1 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    ...        

— 

— 

5 

„       1  year  and  12  years 

— 

' 

17 

„     12year8and40     „        

2 

4 

— 

9»         ^        M            W        W         „ 

— 

— 

— 

50   '„      „    over           , 

— 

-" 

Total 

2 

4 

23 

Measles        

Diarrhoea     

Dysentery 

Pnenmonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Pnenmonia  and 

Heart  Disease 
Enteric 


2 
1 
8 
1 
7 


Whooping  Cough 
Influenza    ... 
Marasmus  ... 
Heart  Disease 
Convulsions    . 
Puerperal  Fever 


2 
2 
1 


Nephritis 

Oastro-Enteritis    ... 

General  Debility 

and  Diarrhoea 
Meningitis 


David  Murray, 

Camp  Saperintendent 


Burgher  Camps  Department. — Belfast  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — David  Murray. 

Storekeeper. — P.  Manning. 

Medical  Officer.— Dr.  MitchelL 

Dispenser. — C.  J.  Moe. 

Hospital  Matron. — Sister  Herbst. 

vr  C  Sister  Lambert. 

Nurses  <.  t>  r  • 


I 


Robinson. 


Hospital  Probationers. — Six. 
Relief  Matron. — Mrs.  J.  Colville. 

|[  Miss  Burdall. 

(    „     Smith. 
Chaplain. — Rev.  du  Toit. 
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Burgher  Camps  Department. — Monthly  Report,  October.  Belfast. 

Bel&8t,  November  5,  1901. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  BEG  to  report  that  the  camp  is  in  a  very  satisfectory  condition.  The  "  Ladies' 
Concentration  Camps  Committee"  visited  the  camp  on  the  12th  and  13th.  The 
conditions  were  not  such  as  I  would  have  desired,  as  the  nigjht  prior  to  their  arrival  we 
were  visited  by  a  terrific  hail  and  rain  storm  which  saturated  everything.  If  they  were 
desirous  of  seeing  a  camp  imder  such  conditions  they  had  their  opportunity. 

The  system  of  drainage  of  the  camp  was  such  that  by  the  time  they  made  their 
inspection  everything  was  in  its  normal  state.  I  assisted  tnem  in  every  way  possible, 
and  in  conversation  before  they  left,  they  led  me  to  believe  they  were  perfectly  satisfied 
with  what  the  Government  were  doing  for  the  comfort  of  those  brought  into  camps. 

During  the  month  we  deported  38  femilies,  consisting  of  170  persons,  to  the 
Merebank  Camp,  Natal ;  these  were  conveyed  without  any  casualty  and  were  handed  over 
to  the  authorities  on  the  25th. 

TTie  Quality  of  Rations  still  maintains  the  high  standard  as  remarked  in  my  previous 
reports.  The  people  are  perfectly  satisfied.  The  fi^esh  meat  is  decidedly  better  than  last 
mouth,  the  stock  are  able  to  gi9t  better  grazing  and  the  Improvement  in  quality  is 
noticeable  every  issue. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  for  the  nK)nth  has  been  29,  iLgainst  50  for  preceding 
month,  coosisting  of  men  two,  women  four,  children  23,  total  29.  The  decrease  is  largely 
due  to  the  subsidence  of  the  measlfs  epidemic.  Tliere  is  a  form  of  German  measles 
prevalent  in  the  camp  at  present,  but  this  is  c^  a  very  mild  £arm  and  can  be  treated  ia 
the  tents.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  enteric.  On  the  suggestion  of  the  medical 
oflScer,  two  wells  which  were  of  a  suspicious  character  have  been  closed.  I  have  also 
caused  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  to  be  emptied  and  the  occupants  placed  in  tents.  On 
the  opmptetion  of  the  scheme  I  have  in  hand  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  camps,  from 
springs  I  have  opened  up,  I  hope  to  do  away  with  most  of  the  wells  entirely. 

By  an  arrangement  of  pipes  I  propose  to  convey  the  water  direct  to  the  boilers,  and 
then  to  the  pec^e.  The  water  for  drinking  purposes  will  thus  be  boiled  before  it  reaches 
those  who  are  to  use  it. 

Medical  OFioeBB^s  Report  AxTACifRD. 

Tr^aMieifU  0/  ^t^/r.^^Hospital  now  well  equipped  and  every  indueemait  is  ^iven  to 
1he  people  to  Mug  in  their  sick.  It  is  scddom  necessary  to  use  strongier  measures.  The 
doctornrfetends  in  his  consulting  room,  to  receive  those  who  are  able  to  come.  He  the^ 
visits  tke  different  camps  to  see  those  who  have  been  reported  to  him,  through  the  camp 
matron,  and  if  in  his  opinion  they  should  come  into  the  hospiti^l  th^  are  brought  in  at 
once. 

The  Camp  Matron  and  her  four  Agsistajit^j  visit  all  the  tents  during  the  day,  and 
report  any  case  they  observe  wanting  treatment. 

The  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  A.  Cr.  Du  Toit,  and  his  wife,  have  Committees  for  visiting, 
and  they^  too,  report  any  case  which  may  coppie  under  their  notice. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Hospital  consists  of  3  main  or  general  wards,  wilix 
1  large  aod  3  small  wards  for  infectious  diseases.  These  have  been  used  chiefly  for 
measles.     In  all  there  are  40  beds. 

During  the  month  there  were  64  cases  treated,  38  new  cases  were  admitted,  26  o^es 
remained  from  previous  month,  37  were  discharged  recovered,  and  11  died,  leaving  under 
treatment  16. 

Habitat  AStojf.-— Consists  of  Matrcm  (Si0ter  Herbst).  2  S^ursing  Sisters,  and  6  Pro- 
bationers ;  most  of  these  have  gone  through  their  probationary  term,  and  are  beconung 
^ery  useful.  One  Nursing  Sister  and  2  Probationers  do  duty  at  night,  the  rest  by  day, 
alternately.  The  EAglish  X«adie8  were  much  taken  with  the  effidency  of  this  Department, 
and  complimented  me  upon  having  such  a  capable  management. 

There  is  no  other  nursing  organisation,  preference  being  given  to  the  Hospital.  Cases 
of  sii^ness  requiring  a  little  assistance  are  attended  to  by  the  Camp  Matron  and  her 
assistants,  but  cases  requiring  nursing  must  come  in. 

Medical  Comforts  were  issued  to  outside  patients  as  follows  :  ^ 

Milk,  2,033  tu>s,  making  6,189  bottles. 

These  are  issued  by  the  Dispenser  every  morning  to  all  children  to  the  age  of  3  years. 

and  to  deserving  old  people.     Formerly  the  water  was  filtered  for  the  mixing  of  milk, 

but  I  have  now  had  a  boiler  erected  so  that  there  may  be  no  danger.  ' 
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Belfast.  Comforts  were  issued  as  follows  : — 

Brandy,  26  bottles. 
Wine,  34  bottles. 
Lemco,  11  jars. 
Bovril,  52  [?]. 
Sago,  42  lbs. 
Arrowi'oot,  21  lbs. 
MelHn's  food,  63  bottles. 
Benffer's  food,  32  bottles. 
Quaker  Oats,  27  packets. 
Com  flour,  58  lbs. 
Oatme^  63  lbs. 
Tea,  13  lbs. 
Jelly  powders,  50  packets. 

These  are  issued  on  chit  from  the  Medical  Officer. 

Clothing — Attached  you  will  find  list  of  goods  purchased  on  my  order  from  Messrs, 
Poynton's  store  for  distribution  to  the  needy  inhabitants  of  my  camp,  through  the  camp 
matron.  In  issuing  these  orders,  only  cases  of  absolute  want  were  dealt  with.  The 
camp  matron  first  satisfies  herself  that  the  applicant  is  really  destitute  of  means  to 
procure  clothing.  A  parcel  of  wearing  apparel  consigned  to,  and  left  for  distribution 
through  the  same  source  by  Miss  Hogg  and  Miss  Taylor  who  had  not  the  time  to  see  to 
the  distribution  themselves.  From  attached  report  of  the  month's  work  from  the  camp 
chaplain,  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Du  Toit,  you  will  see  that  he  has  distributed  goods  to  the  value 
of  £30  135.  6rf.     This  amount  was  contributed  by  a  fidend  for  the  purpose. 

The  Religious  Services  are  conducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  G.  Du  Toit,  in  the  English 
Chm^ch,  which  through  the  kindness  of  the  Military  Governor  and  General  Officer 
Commanding  the  District,  was  lent  for  the  purpose.  Dutch  services  are  held  in  the 
morning,  with  Sunday  school  in  the  afternoon,  and  are  largely  attended.  The  head 
master  of  the  school  conducts  an  English  service  between  the  hours  of  4.30  and  5.30 
(after  the  Dutch  Sunday  school)  for  the  English  inhabitants.  These  services  are 
growing  in  interest,  and  becoming  quite  an  established  institution. 

School. — This  is  conducted  in  the  landdrost's  office  and  a  large  shed  adjoining,  which 
are  admirably  adapted  for  the  pmpose.  The  attendance  has  suffered  somewhat  throogh 
the  deportation  of  the  &inilies  to  Natal.  The  head  master  reports  that  only  four  pupils  are 
left  in  the  first  class  who  were  here  when  the  school  was  opened.  The  attendance  has 
suffered  somewhat  through  the  incessant  wet  weather.  The  number  of  children  attending 
school  is  225. 

Staff. — The  head  master,  Mr.  Munro,  is  assisted  by  four  lady  teachers. 

Sanitation. — This  has  been  one  of  my  greatest  difficulties,  but  by  persistent  effort 
and  carefiil  supervision,  this  has  been  put  on  a  sound  basis  {see  medical  report).  For 
night  soil  the  bucket  system  is  adopted.  It  is  carted  away  at  night  to  a  deposit  site 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  fi-om  the  camp.  Ash  bins  are  provided  in  each  of  the  camps. 
These  are  emptied  regularly,  the  contents  being  taken  to  pits  outside  the  lines,  where  all 
combustible  material  is  burnt.  Slops  are  collected  in  tubs,  placed  at  intervals  in  the 
camps,  and  are  emptied  every  day. 

Every  effort  is  made  by  persuasion  to  get  the  people  to  adopt  principles  of  cleanli- 
ness. As  soon  as  the  water  supply  is  completed,  bam  houses  will  be  erected,  and  it  is 
hoped  in  the  summer  months  these  will  be  taken  advantage  of. 

Condition  of  Arrivals. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  had  few  arrivals,  and  such 
have  come  fix)m  other  camps. 

Poynton*8  Store. — This  store  is  undoubtedly  a  great  boon  to  the  camp,  and  is  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  residents  who  are  able  to  buy.  But  since  the  attack  on  the  15th  of 
September,  men's  clothing  can  only  be  purchased  on  chit  countersigned  by  the  Com- 
mandant or  A.P.M.,and  only  a  very  limited  supply  is  allowed  to  be  kept  in  stock. 

The  Weather. — The  weather  has  been  very  uncertain,  and  during  the  past  month 
we  have  had  some  very  severe  hail  and  rain  storms.     On  Saturday  last  we  haa  a  deluge, 
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which  tested  the  camp  to  its  utmost,  causing    considerable  damage  and  inconvenience  ;  Hblfas*. 
though  in  one  sense  it  did  a  great  deal  of  good  by  thoroughly  cleansing  the  gutters  and 
veldt  in  our  neighbourhood.  • 

I  am,  &c., 

David  Murray, 

Superintendent. 
To  the  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Pretoria. 


List  of  goods  purchased   during  the  month  of  October  and  distributed  to  needy 
inhabitants  of  this  Camp : 

70  pairs  of  boots. 
30  pairs  of  stockings. 
9  buckets. 
10  kettles. 

5  basins. 
4  dishes. 
1  hatchet, 

1  pair  socks. 

18  yards  flannelette. 
24  yards  merino. 
14  vards  lining. 

2  boys'  materiaL 

Wearing  apparel  left  by  Miss  Hogg,  for  distribution  by  the  camp  matron  : 

i 

2  shawls. 
10  boys'  shirts, 

6  women's  petticoats. 

7  blouses,  women's. 

8  night  dresses. 

1  dressing  gown. 

2  children's  dresses. 

18  chemises,  women's.  '    ' 

1  vest. 

4  drawers.  ^ 

2  children's  combinations. 
2  children's  socks. 

4  pairs  of  boys'  socks. 
26  pairs  women's  stockings. 

4  woollen  scarves. 
20  boys'  suits. 

8  babies'  diemises. 

2  pairs  children's  boots. 
10      „     women's  boots. 

1  „     girls'  boots. 
4  babies  shoes. 

2  diildren's  stays. 

1  pair  children's  stockings. 
10  wom^s  skirts. 
1  pair  of  bed  socks. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. — October,  1901. 

There  are  1,390  persons  in  camp  at  present,  excluding  the  stafl;  Total  number  of 
-^deaths  during  the  month  29.  Most  prevalent  diseases  are  measles,  German  measles, 
enteric  fever,  and  a  few  cases  of  chicken  pox. 

The  epidemic  of  measles  is  subsiding,  there  are  a  large  number  of  cases  of  Grerman 
measles,  mostly  of  a  mild  form  and  uncomplicated.     Since  the    16th    of   the  month 
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BsLFABT.    20  esi»eB  of  enteric  fever  have  been  under  treatment,  four  cases  have  died^  two  Ktve 
reooT^red,  and  14  are  still  under  treatment 

All  the  cases  of  enteric,  with  the  exception  of  three  natives,  have  recovered  in  the 
houses,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  overcrowded,  and  I  have  recommended  to  the 
Superintendent  that  all  fresh  importations  of  refiigees  into  this  camp  be  housed  in  tents^ 
and  that  so  &t  as  possible  all  deportations  be  from  houses,  so  that  the  overcrowded  state 
of  these  houses  may  be  relieved,  and  in  a  number  o£  instances  certain  houses  might  be 
closed  with  advantage.  Two  wells  used  for  drinking  purposes  have  been  cloeed.  These 
were  situated  at  the  low  end  of  the  town,  and  in  close  proximity  to  two  cesspools  which 
have  also  been  closed.  In  this  neighbourhood  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea, 
dysentery  and  enteric  fever  have  occurred.  These,  I  think,  have  been  caused  by 
drinking  the  water  from  the  wells  mentioned,  so  that  we  hope  for  an  improvement  in  the 
future. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  camp  as  a  whole  are  good,  and  evary  effort, 
persuasive  and  otherwise,  is  made  to  induce  the  refugees  to  improve  the  health  of  the 
camp  by  attending  to  ordinary  principles  of  cleanliness,  boiling  water  for  drinking 
purposes,  &c.  Steps  have  been  taken  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  from  the  springs 
situated  above  the  town,  also  for  the  erection  of  suitable  bath  houses,  which,  if  taken 
advantage  of,  I  have  no  doubt  will  materially  help  to  improve  the  general  health  of  the 
community. 

C.  MrrcHELL,  M.B., 
Medical  Officer  in  Charge. 


School  Report  for  October,  1901. 


The  school  has  suffered  much  through  fiEimilies  being  deported.  Only  four  are  left 
in  the  top  class  who  were  here  when  the  school  was  opened.  We  have  21  offering 
themselves  for  examination  in  the  "  School  Elementary  Examination,"  but  only  nine  of 
these  are  left,  and  are  going  forward  for  examination  in  December. 

The  attendance  has  also  suffered  through  the  hot  w^eather. 

Natives  in  School,  225. 


Dear  Sir, 

Trusting  that  by  so  doing  I  am   fulfilling  your  desire,  I  herewith  add  the 
following  to  my  report  of  September  : — 

Besides  £12  6^.  6d.  which  was  spent  by  me  in  September  in  supplying  a  few  casea 
of  need,  out  of  the  sum  of  money  kindly  sent  to  me  ficMr  this  camp  by  the  Rev.  H.  S. 
Bosman,  Pretoria,  I  have  hirther  spent,  with  consent  of  the  military  authorities,  out  of 
the  same  source,  during  the  month  of  October,  £30  13^.  6d.  Our  wc^king  committee, 
of  the  formation  of  which  I  made  mention  in  my  report  of  September,  with  this  amount 
met  the  most  needfril  cases  in  three  out  of  the  five  parts  into  which  the  whole  camp  ha& 
been  divided.  And  whereas  the  committee  of  the  Nederl.  B^stand  Fonds,  at  Pretoria, 
had  promised  to  send  assistance  to  this  camp,  provided  the  distribution  of  the  goods  shall 
be  entrusted  to  a  sub-committee  of  three  members,  of  which  I  was  requested  to  be 
member  and  chairman,  and  I  had  got  your  consent  t^t  Mesnrs.  S.  P.  Malan  and  J.  J. 
Schutte,  together  with  myself  should  lorm  this  sub-committee,  and  had  written  to  the 
committee  at  Pretoria  that  everything  was  arranged  according  to  their  wish,  and  that  we 
were  consequently  expecting  the  goods.  Our  working  committee  has  decided  that  it 
would  be  best,  on  arrival  of  these  goods,  first  to  supply  the  most  needful  cases  in  the  two 
remaining  parts  of  the  camp,  in  the  same  way  as  was  done  in  the  three  other  parts. 
Further,  I  have  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  except  six  tamilies  belon^ng  to  English 
denominations,  I  have  visited  during  the  month  of  October  128  fiunilies,  m  which  I  found 
146  women,  69  men,  and  430  children,  of  whom  303  are  of  school  age,  103  have  attended 
the  public  school,  97  the  Sunday  school.  Of  the  families,  21  are  in  need  of  Bibles,  29  of 
hymn  books,  and   12  have  asked  for  other  religious  books. 

And  as  1  have  during  the  months  of  September  and  October  been  about  the  whole 
camp,  I  may  just  as  well  here  state  the  total  result : — 

317  femilies  were  visited,  in  which  were  found  361  woinen,  126  men,  1,001  children,, 
of  whom  686  are  above  6  years  of  age  and  not  yet  members  of  the  church,  262  children 
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have  been  attending  the  public  school  here,  and  243  the  Sunday  school.     Of  the  families  BBLFast, 
visited  68  are  without  Bibles  and  90  without  hymn  books,  and  27  have  asked  far  other 
books.     The  total  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  femilies  visited  is  1,488. 

I  also  find  that,  notwithstanding  the  cases  that  have  been  relieved,  there  are  several 
families  which  are  very  greatly  in  need  of  clothing,  boots,  and  shoes.  Several  ^niifies 
have  told  me  that  they  cannot  attend  church  or  send  their  children  to  school  as  they 
would  like  to  do,  just  on  account  of  this.  But  as  I  have  been  informed  that  the  goods 
for  women  and  children  promised  by  the  Committee  of  the  Nederl.  Byst.  Fonds,  as  well 
as  a  truck-full  from  the  Relief  Committee,  Cape  Town,  to  both  of  which  Committees  I 
have  appealed  for  help  towards  end  of  September  last,  have  arrived,  I  trust  we  will  be 

able  soon  to  relieve  such  cases  of  distress  as  well  as  others. 

♦ 

Trusting  that  I  will  in  future  be  able  to  report  to  you  cases  which  our  working 
Committee  think  should  be  relieved,  daily  or  weekly,  as  they  come  to  our  notice, 

I  remain,  &c., 

A.  G.  Du  ToiT, 

Chaplain,  Burgher  Camp. 
Mr.  D.  Murray, 

Superintendent  Burgher  Camp, 

Bellast,  Transvaal. 


HEIDELBURG. 

Statistical  Rkturn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Heidelburg,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Heidel- 
burg. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children.  ^ 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals        

Births           

485 
39 

778 
75 

978 

.   102 

4 

■ 

Total           

— 

524 
29 

853 
105 

1,084 

Departures 

Deaths          

25 
4 

98 
7 

99 
32 

Total           

— 

__ 

— 

131 

In  Camp,  October  31,  1901 

495 

748 

953 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 

•  Women. 

rtYiflrlron 

Week  ending  October  4,  ISOl 

2 

3 

18 

„                „        XI     „       ...         ... 

4 

3 

21 

„                    ,,          lo      „ 

4 

S 

25 

„                „        Jd    „ 

3 

6 

25 

9,                               f«               if  A.         ^^             ...                 ...           -...                 ...                 ...                 ... 

3 

11 

27 

10559 
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Deaths. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


1 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  and  12  years 

„     12  years  and  40    „        ..          

w     40      „      ^„     50    „ 

50     „      „    over          ...        

2 
2 

6 

1 

% 

12 
18 

Total 

4 

7 

32 

Number 

OP  Deaths  under  Heads  op 

Causes. 

Measles        

— 

Enteric  and  Dropsy  j            1 

1 

Syncope     

12 

Diarrhoea     

8 

Meningitis j            1 

Acute  Cardiac 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

Debility      ■            1 

Dysentery 

1 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Convulsions 

1 

8 
2 

Marasmus !            6 

Heart  Disease        ...  '        — 

Gastritis       

1 

A.  A.  Allison, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. — Heidelburg  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — A.  A.  Allison. 
Storekeeper. — C.  Cressy. 

„         Assistant. — P.  Herbert. 
Medical  OflScer, — Dr.  Ralston. 

„  „     Assistant. — Dr.  Gibbons. 

Dispenser. — F.  J.  Thomas. 
Hospital  Matron. — Mrs.  Bayley. 

„        Nurse. — Sister  Bennett. 

.,        Probationers. — 14. 
Relief  Matron. — Miss  M.  Carvolt. 


5> 


;....( Miss  E.  Kaighin. 
As8i8tant8|^^  J  ^»^ 


Burgher  Camps  Department. — Heidelburg  Monthly  Report,  October,  1901. 

Hospital  Staff. — Consists  of  the  following  : — 

1  Principal  Medical  OflScer  and  1  assistant  medical  officer. 
1  matron  and  1  assistant  matron,  both  trained  nurses. 
14  refugee  probationers. 
1  cook,  2  laundresses,  3  orderlies. 
1  water  carrier,  1  sanitary  native. 
1  milk  carrier. 

Accommodation. — There  is  now  accommodation  for  56  patients  in  the  marquees. 
Wire-wove  mattresses  are  supplied  and  the  comfort  of  the  patients  is  considered  in  every 
Tyay,  The  probationers  perform  their  duties  in  a  very  able  manner  and  the  matron  finds 
them  of  great  assistance. 
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Medical  Comforts  including  Camps. — There  have  been  issaed  daring  the  month,  Hmwa- 

5,520  tins  of  milk. 
487|  bottles  fresh  milk. 

48       „     brandy. 

12       „     wine. 

22  gallons  lime  juice. 

60  lbs.  compressed  vegetables. 

76  packets  candles. 

40  lbs.  maizena. 

72  lbs.  Quaker  Oats. 

12  tins  of  patent  pearl  barley. 
360  ozs.  meat  extract. 

During  the  month  there  has  been  issued  by  Poynton  Bros.,  as  follows  : — 

63  pairs  boots  and  shoes. 

64  J^  yards  of  shirting. 
446  yards  of  print. 


134 

jy     „  calico. 

220 

„     „  flannelette. 

22 

„     „  cashmere. 

16 

„     „  melton. 

78 

jj     ,j  drees  material. 

12 

yM^s  mosquito  netting. 

9  J  yards  moleskin. 

4 

feeding  bottles. 

1 

bowl. 

2  kettles. 

9 

empty  packing  cases. 

2 

men's  coats. 

3 

boy's  suits. 

4  ^ 

girl's  sailor  hats. 

1^  yards  suiting. 

156^  yards  galatea. 

The  above  goods  amount  to  £104  7^.  46?. 
There  has  also  been  issued  from  this  office  : — 

27  military  blankets. 

1  large  bucket. 
14  small  buckets. 

Educational  Staff. — Consists  of  1  teacher  and  7  female  assistants. 

Attendance. — The  number  of  pupils  on  the  books  during  October  was  368,  the 
highest  attendance  was  260,  while  the  average  attendance  per  month  181. 

Accommodation. — The  Dopper  church  adjacent  to  camp  is  utilized  for  this  purpose. 
There  is  also  a  large  shelter  which  has  been  erected  in  the  camp ;  this  together  with  the 
church  is  capable  of  accommodating  about  500  pupils. 

Putlic  Worship. — There  is  one  extra  large  marquee  erected  next  to  camp  which  is 
used  for  this  purpose ;  there  are  four  spiritual  advisers,  viz.,  Lacobs,  Kruger,  Straydom 
and  Rautenbach. 

Camp  Matron  Staff, — One  matron,  two  English  assistants  and  three  refugee 
assistants. 

Routine. — The  matron  and  assistants  make  tent  to  tent  visitations  and  ascertain  who 
are  deserving  and  in  need  of  relief  as  regards  clothing  and  medical  comforts.  They  also 
report  to  medical  officer  any  sickness  which  may  not  have  come  under  his  notice.  They 
also  see  to  the  cleanliness  of  tents  and  inmates  of  camp  generally.  They  also  see  to  the 
correct  dilution  of  the  tinned  milk  for  infants.  All  children  under  the  age  of  two  years 
receive  one  tin  of  milk  every  second  day.  All  other  medical  comforts  outside  of  hospital 
are  issued  on  medical  officer's  orders. 

Shoemaker. — One  shoemaker  and  two  assistants  have  a  tent  in  camp.  They  repaired 
during  the  month  103  pairs  of  boots  for  inmates  of  camp. 
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Hbidal-  ^  Coffins.— All  these  are  made  and  supplied  free  of  charge,  also  gmves  to  those  who 

burg:         cannot  pay  the  fees.  :  -   . 

Police. — There  are  47  who  are  on  duty  night  and  day,  to  prevent  anyone  entering 
or  leaving  camp  without  written  permission.  Some  of  these  are  employed  with  a  fiitigue 
party  to  perform  camp  work. 

Sanitary. — The  sanitation  is  in  good  order ;  there  are  nine,  liatrines  containing  74 
large  buckets  which  are  attended  to  by  the  town  sanitary  contractor  every  night  under 
contract. 

Hygienic  rules  are  fairly  well  observed  by  the  inmates,  and  any  contraventions  are 
severely  dealt  with. 

Supplies. — The  supplies  come  forward  regularly  and  are  of  the  best  quality. 
I  have  this  day  received  a  consignment  of  butter  which  is  for  burgtier  camp  issue. 
Messrs.  Poj^itpn  Bros.'.^jbprc  is  of  great  assistance  and  convenience  to  the  department 
and  inmates  of  camp.         r     •     - 

Climate. — We  have  had  sUght  rains  and  good  weather. 

Arrivals. — All  arrivals  from  outside  with  few  exceptions  are  badly  in  want  of 
clothing  generally.     Their  wants  in  this  respect  are  attended  to  as  speedily  as  possible. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  A.  Allison,, 

Superintendent. 


Burgher   Camp,  Heidelburg. — Monthly  Medical  Report. 

Sir,  3l8t  October,  1901. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  death  rate  for  the  month  of 
October  has  feUen  below  the  preceding  month,  and  that  out  of  a  population  of  2,192,  the 
deaths  only  amounted  to  43,  being  at  the  rate  of  19'6  per  1,000  inhabitants. 


The  causes  of  death  have  been- 

Pneumonia 

Diarrhoea 

Marasmus  ... 
Acute  gastritis 
Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Tubercular  meningitis 
Broncho-pneumonia 
Dysentery... 
Acute  mania 
Typhoid  fever 
Rickets       ... 
Premature  birth   ...  ' 


13 

8 

6 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2. 

I 

'2 

1 

1 


Total       ...         ...         •••         ...  43 

Thirty  of  these  deaths  are  those  of  children  under  G  years  ;  20  of  these  under  2  years. 
The  infectious  diseases  for  the  month  have  been  5  typhoids,  1  diphtheria,  1  dysentery.  Four 
of  the  typhoid  cases  arose  in  camp  I.  The  site  of  this  section  is  therefore  now  being 
changed  in  order  that,  as  safeguard  against  the  typhoid  season,  the  people  may  run  no  risks 
from  any  existing  contamination  of  the  ground.  All  infectious  cases  are  at  once  removed 
from  the  camp,  and,  in  the  case  of  typhoid  fever,  treated  in  hospital.  The  sanitary  rules 
established  are  rigidly  entbrced,  and  although  there  is  the  usual  difficulty  of  getting  people 
of  careless  habits  to  observe  the  laws  of  health,  there  is  now  no  serious  cause  of  complaint 
in  this  score.  While  the  general  health  of  the  camp  for  October  remains  about  the  same 
i\s  it  was  in  September  diarrhoia  and  pneumonia  have  been  very  prevalent.  In  spite  of 
notices  having  been  posted  throughout  the  camp,  and  instructions  also  given  verbally,  that 
all  drinking  water  must  first  \ye  £)iled,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  this  rule  has  been  neglected 
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in  many  of  the  cases  of  diarrhoea  which  have  come  up  for  treatment.     Regarding  children,  iRBrftt?*'^'' 
diiarrhoea  is  mainly  due  to  bad  feeding  by  the  mothers,  who,  if  left  to  themselves,  include 
coffee  and  befef  in  the  dietary  of  babies  from  five  montiis  onwards. 

The  prevalence  of  pneumonia  is  chiefly  due  to  the  sudden  changes  of  the  weather  and 
the  carelessness  of  the  mothers  in  not  changing  the  damp  clothes  of  the  children  who  hav^  . 
been  allowed  to  play  in  the  rain. 

To  counteract  these  evils  I  have  given  written  Instructions  to  the  Cainp  Matron  and 
her  assistants  as  to  the  feeding  of  children,  and  in  their  daily  visits  they  instruct  the 
mothers  accordingly.  Further  all  mothers  with  children  under  two  years  are  ordered 
to  come  to  the  hospital  where  I  examine  the  babies  and  prescribe  the  necessary  feeding  or 
treatment-  To  assist  us  in  giving  proper  nourishment  we  have  opened  a  soup  kitchen  for 
the  weakly  cases. 

To  see  that  this  system  is  carried  out  thoroughly,  I  have  also  insisted  upon  the 
mothers  bringing  these  children  to  the  hospital  once  a  month.  By  such  means  I  hope  in 
the  near  future  to  check  in  this  camp  what  has  been,  I  fear,  a  very  important  cause  of 
igwelliug  mortality  totals  amongst  the  refugees  generally. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  G.  Ralston, 

F.R.C.S.  Eng.,  M.B.,  CM. 

Senior  Medical  Officer, 

Burgher  Camp, 

Heidelburg.  : 
To  the  General  Superintendent, 

Pretoria. 


IRENE. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Irene,  Month  ending  October  31,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  October  1,  1901      ... 

979 

1,505 

1,791 

■ 

Arrivals        

22 

27 

42 

Births           

—  ■ 

— 

11 

• 

Total             .i. 

— 

! 

1,00J 

.  1,532 

1,844 

Departures 

64 

107 

121 

Deaths          

7 

13 

80 

71 

120 

Total             

201 

In  Camp,  October  31,  1901 

930 

1,412 

1,643 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


Week  endinc  October  4,  1901    ...         

33 

104 

185 

„                  „      ii     „       ...         ...         ...         ...         •••         ... 

4S 

il4 

193 

„                 ,,      18    „      •••   . 

18 

66 

235 

,,         .             ,,       •O      „ 

IC 

.97 

207 

„                       „       fix      „        ...           ...           ...           ...           .... 

61 

125 

163 
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Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Chfldm. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

,9       1  year  and  12  years 

,9     12  years  and  40    „       

»»          W           >»              ♦♦        W         99 

50     9,       ,»    over         

4 
1 
2 

8 
3 
2 

17 
63 

Total 

7 

13 

80 

Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles        

13 

Wliooping  Ooogh  ... 

— 

Maternity 

1  ' 

Diarrhoea     

3 

Influenza 

— 

Convulsions 

3 

Dysentery 

i 

Marasmas 

3 

Nephritis 

8 

Pneumonia  and 

Broncliitis. 
Enteric         

33 
28 

Heart  Disease 
Debility      

'  1 
5 

Malaria       

3 

G.  F.  Essklen, 

Camp  Superintendent 


KuRGHER  Camps  Department. — Irene  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — G.  F.  Esselen. 

J,  Assistant. — P.  Roos. 

Storekeeper. — J.  M.  Wright. 

^,         Assistant. —     Ludolf. 

Medical  OflBcer. — Dr.  Woodroffe. 

,,  „     Assistant. — Dr.  Wotherspoon,  R.A.M.C 

Dispenser. — E.  V.  Hill. 

„       Assistant. —    Leigh. 

Hospital  Matron. — Sister  J,  A.  Tough. 
Niu*se. — Sister  Dorey. 
„  „      Gilmore. 

9.  Mrs.  Dunham. 

Kettle. 
Caldecott. 
„     Ranking, 
„  Probationers. — 

Relief  Matron. — Mrs.  Esselen. 

Assistant. — Mrs.  Muirhood. 
„     Wilson. 
Miss  Strickland. 


11 
11 


11 

11 


11 

11 
11 


11 

11 


11 
11 


Ikene  Report  for  October. 


On  the  whole  the  nett  result  of  the  working  of  the  camp  for  the  month  may  be  put 
down  as  satisfactoiy.  Although  our  death  rate  shows  an  increase  of  20  over  last  months 
the  general  condition  of  the  inmates  is  decidedly  improved. 
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The  reason  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sick  and  dead  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  Irene. 
large  number  of  arrivals  during  the  foregoing  month  and  this  month.     These  arrivals 
•come  into  camp  from  the  open  fresh  veldt  and  from  the  tenth  day  begin  to  show  signs  ot* 
measles  and  other  ailments. 

Educational  Matters. — With  one  or  two  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  staff  of  this 
Department,  Miss  Scrooby  and  Mr.  Smit  having  left  and  Miss  Tennant  and  Mr. 
-Geernigh  having  taken  their  places,  this  work  continues  toshowsignsof  progress  and  the 
outlook  is  fiir  more  hopeful  than  it  appeared  to  be.  Miss  Rothman's  number  of  pupils  who 
have  enrolled  has  also  increased,  and  Miss  Schmecke  has  come  to  assist  her.  There  is  a 
vast  improvement  very  noticeable  with  these  little  ones. 

Under  directions  of  Mr.  Bowie,  I  have  commenced  to  build  the  first  stone  wall 
shelter  to  be  covered  with  canvas  instead  of  iron  and  to  be  used  instead  of  store  tents, 
which  I  trust  to  complete  before  the  end  of  this  month. 

Sick  and  Needy  in  Camp. — The  Pretoria  voluntary  nurses  left  camp  for  good 
'during  the  month  and  there  seemed  to  be  no  great  amount  of  weeping  and  wailing. 
These  women  filed  into  my  office  on  the  morning  of  their  departure,  and  were  very  angry 
at  being  allowed  to  return  to  their  homes,  which  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
were  not  voluntary  nurses,  in  fact  they  were  anything  but  nurses.  Their  work  has  been 
taken  up  and  continued  by  volunteers  out  of  camp,  who  have  been  strengthened  by  the 
-arrival  of  four  English  ladies  from  Capetown  as  camp  matron's  assistants.  The  total 
number  is  ten,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  they  will  be  quite  efficient. 

There  appears  to  be  a  much  more  contented  and  resigned  spirit  prevalent  amongst  the 
inmates  for  the  last  few  weeks,  since  the  removal  from  camp  of  some  newsmongers  and 
firebrands,  and  the  prompt  despatch  from  camp  to  Natal  of  some  of  these  busybodies  has 
a  very  wholesome  effect  upon  the  whole  camp. 

Foodstuffs  and  Stores. — These  have  arrived  in  due  time,  and  the  quality  keeps  good. 
A  little  more  firewood  would  be  welcomed,  as  the  people  state  they  cannot  bake  with  coal 
in  their  ovens. 

Meat  Issue. — We  have  been  issuing  tinned  meat  up  to  yesterday,  when  we  issued 
fresh  mutton  again.  This  was  much  appreciated,  and  the  issue  of  this  fresh  meat  showed 
a  vast  improvement,  as  the  sheep  that  were  killed  averaged  22  lbs.,  as  compared  to  an 
average  of  15  lbs.  when  we  left  off  issuing  fresh  meat  and  commenced  with  tinned  meat. 
This  improvement  is  largely  due  to  the  forethought  of  my  storekeeper  and  the  able 
management  of  my  butchers.  Some  1,500  sheep  were  requisitioned  for  and  put  into  new 
enclosures  and  fresh  pasture,  and  have  been  shorn  and  dressed  and  in  all  respects  well 
cared  for. 

Milk  Issue.— The  old  shanty  hitherto  used  for  this  purpose  has  been  taken  down  and 

nice  lofty  canvas  shelter  erected.     The  floor  has  been  laid  with  a  mixture  of  lime  and 

sand  and  stones,  but  cannot  be  completed  without  some  cement  to  complete  and  harden 

the  sur&ce  of  the  floor,  to  enable  the,  issuer  to  wash  and  scrub  the  whole  place,  at  least 

-once  a  day. 

Butchery  Building. — This  has  been  thoroughly  cleaned  and  an  antheap  floor  put  in, 
but  I  am  doubtftil  whether  this  will  be  a  success.  If  the  experiment  fiiils,  a  similar  floor 
4is  has  now  been  put  into  the  milk  shelter  will  be  put  in  here. 

Discipline  and  Sanitation. — The  former  is  improving.  The  inmates  are  slowly 
beginning  to  realise  that  where  this  has  been  enforced,  it  has  been  done  exclusively  and 
only  for  their  own  good  and  benefit.  The  prejudice  against  the  hospital  is  almost  entirely 
«ided,  and  the  inmates  are  beginning  to  apply  for  admission  when  they  have  serious 
cases.  In  a  few  instances  I  have  had  to  enforce  the  removal  of  the  sick  with  splendid 
results.  One  case  in  which  Mrs.  Esselen  insisted  on  a  girl  (with  pneumonia)  being 
removed  to  hospital,  the  mother  became  very  violent  and  persisted  that  the  girl  would  die 
if  removed,  and  that  we  could  rather  kill  her  (the  mother)  outright,  as  she  did  not  want 
her  child  treated.  The  girl  was  promptly  removed  to  hospital  and  the  mother  has  come 
around  to  express  her  thanks  for  the  treatment  that  her  child  had  received.  The 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  camp  still  causes  me  very  great  anxiety,  but  even  herein  a  great 
improvement  is  seen.  I  have  been  compelled  on  some  occasions  to  remove  some  people 
out  of  the  camp  into  the  wire  enclosure  and  to  the  vicinity  of  the  latrines  as  an  example, 
and  this  has  had  a  good  effect. 

A  large  portion  of  the  camp  has  now  been  supplied  with  quantities  of  sun-dried  bricks, 
and  the  circumferences  of  the  floors  of  the  tents  have  been  enclosed  with  a  single  brick 
wall  of  one  brick  high.  This  is  considered  to  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  wat>er  out.  Most 
^f  the  inmates,  or  aU  I  should  say,  have  taken  kindly  to  the  order  to  opep  all  their  tents 
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lRBKp»        during  certain  hours  of  the  day.     Nut  one  case  has  been  reported  to  me  as  unwilling  since 
the  order  was  issued  that  this  rule  would  be  enforced. 

Industrial  pursuits. — A  large  canvas  shelter  has  been  i)laced  at  the  service  of  those 
who  desire  to  follow  occupations  they  like  and  are  efficient  in.  During  the  month  come 
shoemakers  have  also  taken  up  their  places  in  this  shelter. 

Burgher  police  and  recruits. — Tne  former  number  has  decreased  hy  V2  or  14,  some 
men  having  resigned  from  the  force.  A  large  marquee  has  been  erected  where  the  men 
can  gather  and  amuse  themselves  when  off  duty.  This  is  near  to  the  Charge  Office  tent 
and  is  also  used  as  a  barrack-room  for  recruits  who  are  preparing  and  getting  ready  to 
quit  camp  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  different  corps. 

Free  distribution  of  clothing. — Besides  the  stuff  sent  from  head  office  and  bought 
from  Poynton's  store  in  the  camp  (the  latter  is  not  much)  a  large  consignment  was  received 
during  the  month  from  C.  P.  Schultz,  Secretary,  Relief  Committee,  Cape  Town,  and  dis- 
tributed. The  system  now  followed  seems  to  work  very  well.  All  distributions  are  now 
made  through  the  camp  matron's  depot,  who  with  her  assistants  look  up  the  needy  and 
deserving  cases.  The  Relief  Committee  and  other  donors,  who  send  things  hereto  be 
distributed,  are,  where  it  is  possible,  allowed  to  nominate  one  or  more  men  or  women  to 
assist  in  the  distribution.  With  the  last  consignment  came  a  good  supply  (it  is  a  pityiit  waa^ 
not  three  times  the  quantity)  of  shoe-leather  and  other  necessaries  for  shoemaking,  and  I 
put  on  some  men  to  make  shoes  and  repair  shoes  for  the  women,  girls,  and  little  ones,, 
who  were  most  in  need  of  it.  The  shelter  was  well  patronised  whilst  this  was  going  on, 
under  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  three  men,  Messrs.  Swart,  Bam,  and  Schoeman. 
There  is  still  need  of  soles  and  leather. 

Vegetables. — A  small  supply  now  comes  into  camp  from  Irene  Estate,  and  some 
Indian  gardeners  and  some  inmates  of  the  camp  have  made  gardens,  also  from  which  a 
little  is  distributed. 

Recreation. — Our  first  attempt  at  sports  or  a  treat  for  the  little  ones  and  all  inmates 
of  the  camp,  was  held  19th  October.  There  was  a  large  attendance  and  one  and  all 
enjoyed  themselves  thoroughly  for  the  day.  The  band  of  the  Cameron  Highlanders 
was  in  attendance  and  was  a  great  attraction  and  treat.  Cakes,  sandwiches,  tea,  coffee,. 
&c.,  were  provided  in  several  large  marquees.  A  full  set  of  cricket  gear  has  been 
received  from  head  office,  which  is  much  appreciated  and  accepted  with  thanks.  A  nice 
ground  and  piteh  have  been  brought  in  order,  and  it  is  intended  to  play  the  first  match 
on  His  Majesty's  birthday. 

Dr.  Woodroffe,  my  medical  officer  in  chief,  has  been  absent  from  camp  for  some 
time.  He  is  ill  (dysentery)  in  l>ed  in  Pretoria.  Dr.  Wotherspoon  is  in  charge  and  i* 
assisted  by  Dr.  Plore,  since  the  Ist  of  the  mouth.     I  enclose  medical  officer's  report. 

G.  F.  ESSELBN, 

Superintendent. 


Irknk. — Mkdi(!al  REroKT,  October,  1901. 

During  the  month  of  October  there  has  been  a  continuance  of  the  measles  epidemic^ 
and  by  far  the  greater  number  of  deaths  were  due  either  to  this  disease  or  its  sequela?, 
which,  as  usual,  were  mostly  pulmonary.  It  is  ratifying,  however,  to  note  that  the 
epidemic  seems  now  to  have  almost  spent  itself.  The  incidence  of  the  disease  on  new 
comers  who  had  never  had  the  disease  was  very  marked,  most  of  the  children  sickening 
on  the  eighth  day  after  coniing  into  camp.  It  is  customary  to  leave  tents  standing  after 
being  vacated,  and  then,  as  soon  as  ncAv  comers  arrive,  to  turn  them  into  these  tents. 
True,  the  tents  are  bound  uj)  and  thoroughly  ventilated,  but  I  would  advocate  a  further 
step.  I  would  recommend  that  tents  1^  removed  altogether  after  being  vacated,  and 
spread  on  the  gmss,  and  that  the  sites  should  not  be  occupied  again  for  at  least  a 
fortnight.  By  these  means  the  new  arrivals  might  escape  measles,  whereas  if  they  are 
susceptible  to  the  poison  and  are  put  into  a  tent  saturated  with  the  virus  they  are 
practically  certain  to  contract  the  disease. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  acute  pneumonia,  but 
the  type  of  disease  seems  generally  to  be  mild,  and  the  death-rate  from  this  cause  is  \er\ 
low  indeed. 

There  are  still  a  good  many  cases  of  whooping  cough,  but  during  the  month  only 
one  death  was  due  to  tTiis  cause. 
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The  number  of  hospitel  patients  has  iocreased  from  36  at  the  beginning  of  the  Irbitb. 
month  to  49  at  the  end,  and  during  that  period  there  wwe  only  ei^t  deaths,  the  bulk 
of  these  being  due  to  pneumonia  following  measles.     It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  record 
that  the  people  are  getting  over  their  prejudice  to  hospital  treatment  and  frequently  ask 
to  be  admitted. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  month  12  cases  of  enteric  fever  in  the  hospital,  all 
doing  well,  and  all  suffering  from  comparatively  mild  attacks.  All  cases  of  enteric  are 
at  once  removed  to  the  hospital,  nolen.^  iwlens^  and  so  danger  of  a  further  spread  reduced 
to  a  minimum. 

J.   WOTHBRSPOON, 

Assistant  Medical  Officer. 


JOHANNESBURG. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Johannesburg,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Sick  in  Oamp. 


Week  ending  October  4, 1901 

W  >»  IJ-  M 


Men. 


Women.         Children. 


5 

9 

35 

5 

8 

28 

14 

16 

12 

9 

15 

22 

6 

22 

15 

Johan- 
nesburg. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Hen. 

Women. 

Phlliliwn 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals       

Births      

670 

9 

1,158 

19 

1,347 

21 
8 

! 

; 

Total        

— 

— 

— 

679 
69 

1,177 
113 

1,376 

Departures 

Deaths         

65 
4 

112 
1 

92 
.     22 

• 

Total         

— 

— 

114 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901      ... 

610 

1,064 

1,262 

Deaths. 


Men 

1         W»n.or. 

pk;M*<^n 

1 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

yy      1  year  and  12  years 

„     12  years  and  40   „        

»          W           yy             „         0\)       „                 ...                  ...                  ...                  ...                  ...                  ... 

50     „      „    over         

2 

1 

1 

2 
9 

11 

Total 

4 

1- 

22 

10169 


K 
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Johan- 
nesburg. 


» 

NUKBEB 

OF  Deaths  under 

Heads  of 

Causes. 

Measles        

— 

Enteric       

— 

Heart  Disease 

2 

Diarrhoea  (Enteritis) 

4 

Whooping  Coughi... 

4 

Inanition    ... 

2 

Dysentery 

4 

Influenza — 

1 

Cancer  of  Liver     ... 

1 

Pnenmonia  and 

Bronchitis 

4 

i 

Diphtheritie  Croup 

1 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

3 

A.  A.  Noble, 

Camp  Superintendent 


Burgher  Camps  Department. — Johannesburg  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — A  Noble. 

„  Assistant. — J.  Patterson. 

Storekeeper  Assistants. — G.  E.  McLeod. 
„  „  G.  R.  Cawood. 

Clerk,  &c. — J.  S.  Seaton. 
Overseer. — W.  Mayne. 
Medical  Officer. — Dr.  R.  James. 
Dispenser. — W.  L.  Adendorff. 
Hospital  Matron. — Mrs.  Chandley. 
Nurse. — Mrs.  Hare. 

„  Nurse  Murray. 

„  „      Digby. 

„  (Probationer). — Miss  Currie. 

Probationers. — 
Relief  Matron.— Miss  van  Aswegen. 


Burgher  Camps  DEPARTMf:NT,  Johannesburg. — Report  for  the  Month  of 

October,  1901. 

In  accordance  with  the  Circular,  No.  43,  and  the  Suppllment  attached  thereto,  I  b^ 
to  report  as  follows  : — 

The  hospital  accommodation  has  been  increased  by  the  erection  of  a  large  marquee 
in  the  Scarlet  Fever  Camp.  This  was  drawn  by  the  Army  Ordnance  Department  The 
following  medical  comforts  were  issued  during  the  month  : — 

Milk,  2,640  tins. 
Milk,  768  bottles. 
Brandy,  20  bottles. 
Wine,  6  bottles. 
Meat  extract,  100  ozs. 
Brand's  essence,  20  ozs. 
Sago,  tapioca,  80  lbs. 
Pearl  barley,  40  lbs. 
Benger's  Food,  8  bottles. 
Quaker  Oats,  72  packets. 
Corn  flour,  40  lbs. 
Oatmeal,  49  lbs. 
Candles,  225  packets. 
Soap,  3,314  bars. 
.  Tea,  16  lbs. 
Biscuits,  84  lbs. 
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Daring  the  month  I  have  distributed  : — 

68  pairs  of  trousers. 

38  shirts. 

32  pairs  of  boots. 

18  blankets. 

51  pairs  coats. 

14  hats. 

70  yds.  flannelette. 

Total  value,  £148  14^.  6rf. 

Also  the  following  received  through  the  Dutch  Church  Committee  : — 
47  pairs  clothing. 

Small  sums  of  money  to  52  persons,  amounting  in  all  to  £10  14^. 

Per  Rev.  J.  P.  J.  Dempers,  received  through  the  same  Committee. 

Sunday  School  and  religious  work  goes  on  as  usual. 

School  Accommodation. — Same  as  previously  reported. 

Children  on  roll,  628  ;  average  554.     Average  attendance,  511-6. 

Stajff^ — One  Supervisor  and  9  teachers. 

The  average  number  drawing  rations  during  the  month  is  as  follows  : — 


JOHAN- 
NQSBUB6. 


Men. 


Europeans... 
Natives 


637 


34 


Women. 


1,111 


10 


Children. 


1,332 


19 


Food  Supply. — I  desire  to  explain  the  remark  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  with 
regard  to  the  necessity  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  fresh  meat.  I  have  been  feeding  inmates 
of  camp  for  the  last  three  weeks  on  tinned  meat.  Complaints  are  frequently  made  that 
it  causes  violent  stomach  troubles,  and  that  they  cannot  continue  eating  it  day  after  day. 

The  absence  of  fresh  vegetables  makes  this  complaint  very  real  and  genuine. 

The  following  letters  passed  through  this  office  during  the  month  (for  refugees)  : — 


Received : — 

General  letters 
Registered  letters 
Surcharged     ... 


forwarded : — 


Total 


General 
Re-addressed  ... 


2,520 
63 

98 

2,681 


2,859 
160 


Total... 


Stamps  sold,  value,  £13  156*.  6c/. 
I  enclose  Medical  Officer's  report. 


3,019 


A.  A.  Noble, 

Supierintendent. 


i0559 
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JoHAN-  Burgher  Camp  Johannesburg. 

NB8B17RO. 


Johannesburg,  31ak  Ootober,  1901. 
Sir, 

My  report  for  the  month  ending  October  31st  will  be  coofiidored   under  the 
following  headings : — 

(1)  Hospital. — In  connection  ^th  this  department  there  is  little  to  comment  upon 
this  month. 

The  alterations  and  additions  referred  to  in  my  report  of  last  month  have  proved 
highly  satisfectory. 

The  hospital  accommodation  during  the  month  has  be^n  more  tliaii  sufficient,  in  spite 
of  the  fiict  that  all  serious  cases  discovered  in  camp  were  immediately  removed  to  hospital. 

I  have  tbimd  this  system  of  immediate  removal  to  hospital  of  the  above-mentioned 
cases  to  have  a  marked  effect  in  reducing  the  death-rate. 

The  new  night  nurse  referred  to  in  my  last  report  has  been  transferred  to  another 
camp,  Nurse  Digby  having  taken  her  place,  and  up  to  the  present  has  performed  her  duties 
in  a  satisfigictory  manner. 

(2)  Quarantine. — The  camp  is  still  in  quarantine  o^ing  to  scarlet  fever.  This 
measure  is  still  proving  highly  beneficial  to  the  wetfwre  of  the  inmates  of  the  can^. 

(3)  Scarlet  Fever. — There  have  been  32  cases  of  this  disease  since  the  outbreak  ; 
all  of  these  were  of  an  exceptionally  mild  type.  A  few  cases  were  of  such  a  sli^t 
nature  that  they  were  not  even  reported,  and  were  only  discovered  when  convalescing, 
during  the  course  of  conversation  with  the  jmrent.  In  connection  with  the  scarlet 
fever  camp,  I  have  erected  a  special  hospital  marquee  tent. 

My  greatest  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  spread  of  infection,  is  the  &ct  that  we 
are  not  provided  with  a  steam  disinfector,  which  I  may  point  out  is  the  only  efficient 
method  of  destroying  the  infectious  clothes  and  bedding. 

This  applies  to  typhoid  as  well  as  to  scarlet  fever. 

(4)  Typhoid  Fever. — This  is  still  a  prevalent  disease,  and  I  have  great  difficulty 
in  keeping  it  in  check,  for  reasons  pointed  out  in  my  report  last  month,  the  chief  of 
which  being  the  want  of  a  steam  disinfector.  In  cc^nection  with  this  dijaease^  owing  to 
the  insidiousness  of  its  onset,  it  is  frequently  ovwlooked  by  the  pec^le  themselves,  who, 
in  addition,  do  everything  to  hide  the  patient  from  the  niurses  and  myself. 

(5)  Dysentery. — This  disease  is  still  very  prevalent,  although  of  a  mild  type,  and 
very  amenable  to  treatment. 

The  prevalence  of  dysentery  is  without  doubt  due  to  the  want  of  fresh  vegetables  and 
fresh  meat,  and  possibly  also  to  infection. 

(6)  Scurtn/. — This  disease  is  feirly  prevalent,  especially  amongst  children,  and 
takes  the  form  of  swelling  and  ulceration  of  the  gums  and  mouth. 

The  cause  of  this  disease  is  undoubtedly  due  to'  the  Avant  of  fresh  juices,  both  animal 
and  vegetable. 

(7)  Water  and  Milk. — No  comment,  with  the  exception  that  I  have  asked  for  an 
analysis  of  the  water,  .a  sample  of  which  has  been  sent  to  head  office. 

(8)  Sanitary  Arrangements. — Excellent.     No  tjomment. 

(9)  Death  Rate.     Remains  low.     Vide  death  report. 

Yours  obediently, 

Rupert  James, 

Medical  Officer. 
The  Superintendent. 
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KLERKSDORP. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Elerksdobf,  Month  ending 

October  81,  1901. 


DOBP. 


Men. 

Women. 

Childnn. 

Hen. 

Women. 

riiililrAn 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals       

Births          

508 
30 

1,710 
.t)l 

2,294 

61 

7 

' 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

538 

■ 
55 

.    1,771 
247 

2,362 

Departures 

Deaths          

50 

226 
21 

411 
.133 

Total           



— 

544 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901      ... 

483 

1,524 

1,818 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Week  ending  October  4,  1901 
»  «       25     „ 


Children. 


Deaths. 


Men.        I     Women. 


Children. 


Under  1  month     

...        ...        ... 

1 

— 

5 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    ... 

..        ...  1        — 

— 

26 

„        1  year  and  12  years     ... 

— 

— 

;      102 

„      12  years  and  40    „ 

2 

1 

14 

~ 

?>            *^           M        »        *^^        >? 

— 

— 

1 

50      „    „    over 

...        •«•        ...        • 

1         3 

7 

Total       ... 

1 
0 

1 

21 

133 

Number  op  Deaths  under 

Heads  op 

Causesu 

Measles  and 

Pneumonia. 
Diarrhoea     

Dysentery 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis  \ 

64 
12 
15 
18 

Enteric       

Whooping  Cough... 

Influenza 

Marasmus 

7 
5 

Heart  Disease 

Measles  and 

Sequelae. 
Meningitis 

Other  diseases 

9 

6 

23 

H.  W.  Howard, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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KjuBEKSr^  Burgher  Camps  Department. — Klerksdorp  Camp  Staff. 

DORP. 

Superintendent* — W.  H.  Howard. 

„  Assistant. — W»  Symington. 

Storekeeper. — S.  D.  Cawood. 
Clerk,  etc. — A.  J,  Harvey. 

„  C.  Cawood. 

Medical  Officer.— Dr.  Russell. 

„  „         Assistant. — Dr.  Cosens. 

„  „  „  „    Andrews. 

Dispenser. — T.  Rubin. 
„         — Cowbum 
„         — Walters. 
Hospital  Matron. — Mrs.  Harswell. 
>f  urse. — Nurse  Jones. 
„  „       Pomeroy. 

„  „       Styles. 

9,  V       Boret. 

„  „       McCarthy. 

„  „       Kirsten. 

„  „       Faulds. 

J,  „       Kensett. 

Probationers. — 
Relief  Matron. — Miss  Maritz. 

„  „  Assistant. — Miss  H.  Burgers. 

„  „  „         — 2  others. 


Monthly  Report,  October,  1901. 

Klerksdorp. 

The  following  report  I  beg  to  submit  for  the  month. of  October  : — 

Foodstuffs, — The  quality,  with  the  exception  of  meat,  remains  good,  and  sufficient 
(juantity  is  coming  forward  to  meet  the  demand.  In  consequence  of  the  poor  .condition 
of  the  sheep,  tinned  meat  has  been  issued,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  this  tinned  article  has 
not  found  favom*,  although,  previous  to  issue,  was  much  asked  for.  The  quality  of  the 
tinned  meat  is  good,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  "  Armour  "  brand,  it  is,  of 
course,  only  possible  to  report  on  what  has  been  issued. 

Water. — The  recent  rains  have  strengthened  the  springs,  and,  now  that  a  third  well 
and  pump  are  in  use,  there  is  no  need  to  cart  water  from  the  river.  Boiled  water,  from 
800  to  1,200  gallons,  is  supplied  daily.  One  400  gallon  tank  is  used  as  a  boiler,  and^ 
after  the  water  has  been  boiled  for  twenty  minutes,  it  is  run  off  to  a  cooling  tank.  In 
many  instances  the  inmates  use  the  boiling  WBtjer  for  making  coffee,  etc. 

Fever  Epidemic. — As  reported  by  wire,  enteric  cases  number  over  100,  the  figures 
to-day  being  127.  30  are  convalescent,  leaving  97  under  treatment.  Fortunately  the 
medical  officers  lost  no  time  in  attending  to  these  cases  as  soon  as  the  patient  gave  sign:> 
of  same  by  temjperature.  To  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  tlie  stools  are  being 
regularly  removed  from  camp  and  destroyed.  As  soon  as  the  field  hospital  is  established, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  epidemic  will  be  considerably  confined  and  reduced. 

Scarlet  fever  has  also  made  its  appearance,  and  all  cases  and  contacts  are  removed  to 
an  isolation  camp.  Ten  cases  are  under  treatment,  and,  as  the  disease  is  spreading  very 
slowly,  there  is  every  hope  of  a  speedy  eradication. 

Quarantine. — Owing  to  the  presence  of  scarlet  fever,  whooping-cough,  and  enteric^ 
the  doctors  deemed  it  advisable  to  quarantine  the  camp,  and  this  is  being  carried  into 
effect  to  an  extent.  It  is  next  to  impossible  to  do  this  efiectually  without  enclosing  the 
camp. 

Surplus  Rations. — Many  of  the  women  in  camp  are  known  to  be  disposing  of  flour 
in  small  quantities.  Acting  on  information  obtained,  private  police  were  set  to  watch, 
who  reported  that  the  flour  was  being  sold  at  a  certain  house,  the  owner  of  which  wa> 
ultimately  caught  red-handed  and  charged  before  the  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate. 
Judgment  has  not  yet, been  given. 

irea^A^r.— Exceedingly  heavy  rains  have  fallen  recently,  and,  I  regret  to  say,  that 
many  of  the  tents  leak  badly. 
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School.— 666  c\n\dren  are  now    attending    school,   of  which   332   are   boys  and  Klhrks- 
334  girls.  .         .  ^^• 

1  enclose  Medical  Officer's  monthly  reix)rt  and  statistical  return  for  the  month  of 
^Jctober. 

H.  W.  Howard,  ^ 

Superintendent. 


Medical  Report  for  October,  1901. 


4 

cases. 

3 

»j 

4 

55 

8 

J1 

10 

V  .5  5 

2  fresh  cases. 

Klerksdorp,  Burgher  Camp. 
I  regret  to  have  to  report  a  serious  epidemic  of  enteric  fever  in  the  camp,  a  sudden 
outbreak  taking  place  early  in  the  month,  and  the  number  of  cases  increasing  daily 
during  the  month,  to  112  now  under  treatment.  It  is  difficult  at  present  to  discover  the 
ciiuse  of  the  sudden  increase  of  enteric.  The  water  supply  for  drinking  purposes  has  ii^i. 
my  opinion  been  excellent  in  quality,  but  the  present  outbreak  may  be  traced  to  the 
influence  of  the  recent  heavy  rain-falls  in  carrying  the  germs  of  the  disease  into  the 
drinking  water.  It  is,  however,  probable  that  infection  has  been  carried  from  pre-existing 
cases.  Samples  of  the  water  from  the  wells  in  use  at  the  camp  will  be  immediately 
forwarded  for  examination  ;  nieantime,  all  drinking  water  is  being  boiled  in  tanks  placed 
within  the  camp. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  enteric  .cases  treated  amongst  the  refugees  in  camp, 
town  and  hospital,  since  the  formation  of  the  camp  : — 

Until  the  end  of  May      ... ""' , 

^During  the  month  of  June  "  '     ... 

,,  ,.  July  •••         ••^ 

„  „  ^ugusf    ... 

„  „  September 

Reported  on  the  4th  October       , 

On  the  11th  of  this  month  (October)  25  cases  were  reported 
to  ,be  under  treatment. 

On  the  31st  October  the  total  number  of  cases  under  treatment  was  112,  being  an 
increase  of  102  against  September. 

To  cope  with  the  sudden  increase  of  enteric  cases,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  erect 
four  marquees  adjacent  to  the  hospital,  until  other  and  more  suitable  accommodation 
•could  be  found.  Sixty-four  enteric  cases  were  thus  able  to  be  treated  during  the  month, 
with  the  assistance  of  *  an  additional  three  trainecl  nurses  and  a  number  of  probationers 
obtained  locally. 

I  have  pleasure  in  reportin^tfie  excellent  work  done  by  the  matron.  Miss  Horswell, 
during  the  present  epidemic,  besides  her  able  management  of  the  hospital  generally, 
her  knowledge  of  the  sanitary  measures  required  to  be  executed  in  what  has  been 
virtually  an  enteric  hospital  has  been  of  great  advantage.  The  same  measures  have  been 
carefully  carried  out  in  the  camp,  a  system  of  daily  removal  of  enteric  stools  and  urine 
Irom  all  infected  tents  under  a  sanitary  inspector  having  been  formed  early  in  the 
epidemic.  All  evacuations  from  patients 'treated  in  camp  are  disinfected  and  buried. 
Accompanying  the  camp  medical  officer  on  one  of  his  rounds  I  found  all  enteric  patients 
well  cared  for  and  processing  as  well  as  under  hospital  treisitment.  The  individual  tents 
I  found  in  good  order  and  much  cleaner  than  during  any  previous  round,  there 
being  evidence  in  all  the  tents  visited  of  the  good  work  being  done  by  the  Camp 
Matron. 

The  latrines  are  kept  in  good  order  and  disinfectants  are  freely  used.  The 
j^anitary  conditions  of  the  camp  generally  are  perfectly  carried  out.  The  removal 
of  all  enteric  patients  in  camp  to  a  suitable  hospital  would,  I  am  confident,  effectively 
check  the  further  spread  of  the  disease,  and  I  am  pleased  that  a  marquee  hospital  with 
an  additional  medical  officer  and  nurses  have  been  granted  for  this  purpose. 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlatina  under  treatment  is  11.  These  cases  are  isolated  in 
marquees  south-west  of  the  camp  and  under  a  guard.  On  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever  in  town  and  of  the  epidemic  of  enteric  in  camp^  it  has  been  deemed  advisable 
to  quarantine  the  camp  until  further  notice.  Camp  children  will  attend  the  public  school 
adjoining  the  camp — four  male  teachers  living  in  town  to  continue  their  duties  under 
certain  restrictions.     The  epidemic  of  measles  has  practically  disappeared,  there  being 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Klbrks- 

DORP. 


80 

only  a  few  cases  now  under  treatment.     During  the  month  whooping  cough  has  been 
prevalent,  but  mild  in  form. 

DiarrhcBB  and  dysentery  have  been  prevalent,  more  especially  among  children* 

Other  prevailing  diseases  during  the  month  have  b^n  :  chicken-pox,  rheumatism, 
influenza,  pneumonia.  The  meat  supply  during  the  month  has  been  of  poorer  quality 
than  form^iy. 

Of  medical  comforts  there  has  Ijeen  a  sufficient  supply  during  the  month  to  meet  all 
wants. 

Milk  is  now  being  distributed  in  diluted  form  to  the  sick  and  young  children  and 
old  people. 

Hospital  work  during  the  month  has  been  greatly  in  excess  of  any  previous  month, 
and  with  the  addition  of  four  marquees  accommodation  has  been  found  for  83  patients, 
as  against  i9  in  September. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  patients  have  been  treated  during  the  month,  2i& 
compared  with  59  in  September.  Of  the  129  cases,  64  were  enteric,  20  pneumonia  and 
5  dysentery. 

Deaths — 


Under  1  month 

...         ...         . 

.  .                    • 

5 

Between  1  month  and  1  year  ... 

.  .                    . 

26 

Between  1  year  and  12  years    ... 

.  .                     < 

102 

Men  12  years  to  40 

years 

.  .                             4 

9 

Women  12  years  to  40  years    ... 

. .                 i 

J4 

Men  40  years  to  5C 

>  years 

. .                 < 

0 

Women  40  years  to  50  years    ... 

. .                 f 

0 

Men  50  years  and  over 

.  •                     t 

3 

Women  50  years  ahd  over 

.  .                             4 

7 

Totiil 

. . 

>  .  . 

159 

i 

\ms€s  of  Death — 

* 

■^ 

Given  in  attached  C 

Drm. 

H 

[.  Scott  Russell, 

' 

- 

1901. 

'       ll 

[edical  Officer. 

Hospital  Repokt  for  October, 

Number  of  patients 

\  in  hospital,  Septei 

mber  30th 

... 

29 

?9                          >5 

admitted  during  month 

... 

... 

100 

5»                          fJ 

discharged    „ 

?5 

.  .  • 

... 

23 

?9                           5? 

died               „ 

>> 

... 

... 

23 

»                          " 

remaining  Octobe 

r  31st 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

83 

Dl8feA9ES    TrBATI 

:d. 

Enteric  ...        ... 

.  •         . 

. .                < 

64 

Dysentery 

.  •                « 

5 

Phthisis 

• .                1 

4 

Surgical 

•  .                             4 

4 

Febncula 

•  . 

3 

Conjunctivitis    ... 

•  • 

2 

Tonsilitis 

.  .                             4 

2 

Malaria 

.  .                             * 

1 

Eczema 

.  •                             i 

1 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

•  « 

1 

Debility 

.  • 

2 

Pneumonia 

.  •                   i 

20 

Diarrhoea 

.  . 

5 

Scarlet  Fever     ... 

.  . 

4 

Bronchitis 

.  • 

3 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

.  . 

2 

Meningitis 

.  •                   * 

2 

Pleurisy 

.  .                             4 

1 

Influenza 

.  .                             « 

1 

Acute  Phthisis  ... 

.  .                             < 

1 

Cancrum  Oris    ... 

.  .                             1 

1 
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KRUGERSDORP. 

Statistical  Retubn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Kbugersdobp,  Month  ending 

October  31,  190L 


Week  ending  October  4^  1901 


«       18      9, 


25     „ 


Sick  ur  Camp. 


Children. 


113 
150 
171 
300 


Krttoebs- 

DOBP. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Childmi. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals       

Births           

994 
91 

1,977 
205 

2.328 
281 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

1,085 
47 

2,182 
126 

2,009 

Departures 

Deaths         

45 
2 

115 
11 

136 
79 

Total        

— 

— 

215 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901      ... 

1,038 

2,056 

2,394 

Dbaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

— 

3 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    

— 

13 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

— 

— 

63 

„      12year8and40    „        

1 

11 

— 

»,      40      „      „    30    „        

1 

— 

— 

50      „      „    over          

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

11 

79 

Number  op  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Measles        

40 

Enteric       

2 

Heart  Disease 

— 

Diarrhoea     

4 

Whooping  Coagh... 

1 

Other  Diseases 

9 

Dysentery 

1 

Influenza 

— 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchiiis 

34 

Marasmus 

1 

P.    TOMLINSON, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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HuKGHER  Camps  Dkpartmi-i^it — KitiKUSRSDORP  Camp  Staff, 

Superintendent. — F.  Tomlinson, 
Storekeeper. — M.  Webb. 
Clerks,  &c. — J.  H.  van  Leenhof. 
„  S.  J.  Proifi. 

„  H.  H.  Dessington. 

Medical  Officer. — ^Dr.  Johnston. 

„  Assistant. — Dr.  Gem. 

Dispenser. — N.  L.  Gauldie. 
Hospital  Matron. — Nurse  Nancy  (acting). 
Nurses. — Nurse  Voysey. 
,      Ainsworth. 
„  „       Cassidy. 

„  „      Tottenham. 

Probationers. — 16. 
Relief  Matron. — Miss  Craggs. 

„         „         Assistant. — Miss  Pannewitz. 
V         »  j>  J?      King. 


BuHGHER  Camps  Department. 


Dear  Sib,  Krugersdrop,  November  8,  1901. 

I  BEG  herewith  to  report  for  the  month  of  October. 

The  epidemic  of  measles  which  seemed  to  be  dying  out  has  broken  out  again  amongst 
the  refugees  last  in,  and  has  been  accompanied  I  am  sorry  to  say  with  rather  a  heavy 
death  roll.  With  the  exception  of  this  disease  and  a  few  mild  cases  of  enteric  fever  the 
health  of  the  camp  is  gooil. 

One  case  of  suspected  scarlet  fever  was  at  once  isolated,  but  fortunately  has  proved 
to  be  measles. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  accommodation  has  been  increased,  and  SO  patients  caa 
now  be  treated. 

The  hospital  staff  consists  of  two  resident  M.D's.,  one  dispenser,  three  trained  nurses, 
and  IG  probationers. 

Two  trained  sisters  having  under  them  eight  Dutch  girls  make  a  tent-to-tent 
visitation  daily,  and  nurse  the  cases  not  taken  into  hospital. 

The  camp  matron  has  under  her  three  ladies  who  visit  the  tents  daily,  and  report  all 
cases  of  illness  to  the  Me  lical  Officer,  also  distributing  medical  comforts  and  clothing. 

No  other  nursing  organisation  is  in  vogue  here.  Medical  comforts  as  under  have  been 
issued  during  the  month  : — 


Milk      

...     4,368  tins. 

Oatmeal 

...     84  lbs. 

Maizena 

...     160  lbs. 

Bisfiuits 

...     56  lbs. 

Pearl  barlev     ... 

...     105  lbs. 

Sago     

...     56  lbs. 

Farinaceous  food 

...     12  tins. 

Candles 

...     250  lbs. 

Bovril 

...     792  pots. 
..     166  bottles. 

Brandy 

Port  wine 

...     60  botdes. 

Tea       

...     14  lbs. 

Brand's  essence 

Butter 

*.V.     42  lbs. 

Golden  syrup  ... 

...     18  tins. 

Fresh  milk 

...     90  bottles. 

Clothing. — During  the  month  100  blankets  were  issued,  bringing  the  total  number 
issued  to  1,087. 

The  total  value  of  free  clothing  issued  to  poor  and  needy  now  exceeds  £830,  besides 
several  hundreds  of  garments  made  out  of  the  linen  flour  bags  and  distributed  gratis. 
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Service. — Divine  service  and  school  is  cDnducti=d  in  a  large  marquee.  Kritobrs- 


DORP. 


School. — The  attendance  at  the  day  school  is  increasing  steadily,  and  in  addition  to 
the  large  tent  and  school  shelter  a  marquee  has  now  been  erected.  The  children  take 
kindly  to  the  duties  and  are  quick  to  learn  and  take  a  great  interest  in  the  work. 
There  are  now  six  teachers,  three  men,  two  ladies  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Beresford. 

Sanitary. — The  Krugersdorp  Sanitary  Board  removes  all  slops,  &c.,  and  services  are 
regular.  Pails  are  used.  .  Buckets  are  placed  at  intervals  in  the  rows  of  tents  for  the 
slops  and  these  are  removed  daily.  All  dry  rubbish  is  placed  in  pits  and  immediately 
covered. 

Hygiene. — Hygienic  rules  are  strictly  enforced.  Inspectors  are  appointed  to  see  they 
are  observed  and  these  men  perform  their  duties  in  a  very  impartial  manner.  Some  of 
the  refugees  are  very  badly  off  when  brought  to  camp  while  others  have  all  they  require. 
In  the  former  cases  all  that  can  be  done  for  them  is  done. 

Tables  and  stools  are  made  out  of  packing  cases  and  distributed. 

Soup.—  Soup  is  made  for  sick  and  old  and  distributed  under  doctor's  orders. 

Baths. — The  bath  tents  erected  for  the  use  of  the  people  are  in  great  demand  and 
more  accommodation  will  shortly  be  pi*ovided. 

Dams. — Washing  dams  have  been  built  and  a  good  supply  of  water  is  available. 

Ox^en. — The  oven  is  still  appreciated  by  the  people  and  is  capable  of  holding 
100  loaves  of  bread  at  a  time. 

Industries. — Several  of  the  men  have  taken  advantage  of  the  offer  of  hides  for 
tanning  and  others  are  busy  making  reims. 

Lime  and  bark  have  been  supplied  and  work  is  in  full  swing. 

There  are  some  women  busy  making  gardens,  the  poles  and  wire  having  been 
supplied.  About  15  acres  of  ground  have  been  enclosed  and  a  great  portion  is  already 
upder  cultivation. 

A  large  rtore  room  and  kitchen  have  been  built  of  bricks  made  in  camp  and  men  are 
busy  makmg  for  themselves. 

In  every  way  the  men  are  induced  to  help  themselves  and  every  encouragement  is 
given  to  do  something  for  a  living.  Wood  and  hides  have  been  given  to  those  who  will 
make  kartels  and  stools,  arid  to  those  who  are  old  and  infirm  some  10  or  12  bedsteads 
have  been  given. 

The  Ladies'  Commission  of  Krugersdorp  have  been  very  kind  and  helpful  in  this 
particular  besides  giving  a  great  number  of  sacks  and  tables. 

Food. —  Supplies  are  coming  forward  and  full  rations  have  always  been  issued. 
Corned  beef  is  now  issued  as  fresh  meat  is  no  longer  available. 

Water. — The  water  supply  is  still  abundant  and  good  and  is  obtained  from  springs 
which  are  covered  in  and  free  from  contamination. 

There  have  been  several  heavy  storms  but  the  tents  have  been  protected  from  the 
rush' of  water  by  low  walls  inside  and  the  usual  trench  round  the  tent,  and  with  very  few 
exceptions  admitted  no  water  whatever. 

I  remain,  &c., 

P.  TOMLINSON, 

Superintendent. 
The  General  Superintendent, 
Pretoria. 
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MIDDELBURG. 

Statistical  Retubn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Middelbubo,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

CSiiUieB. 

Men. 

Women. 

In  C5amp,  October  1, 1901 

Anivala       •..        .••        .•• 
Births          

1,176 
45 

2,347 
57 

2,685 
68 
14 

Total 

— 

— 

- 

1,221 
97 

2,404 
285 

2,767 

Departores 

Deaths         

92 
5 

260 
25 

308 
109 

Total          

— 

— 

— 

417 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901      . . . 

1,124 

2419 

2,350 

Week  ending  October  4, 1901 
»  »»     l'     »» 

n  »>       ■'■*'      » 

n  «       25      „ 


Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 


Women.         ChiUna. 


Ill 
21 
17 
13 
12 


316 
50 
44 
57 
43 


306 
68 
65 
56 
36 


Dbaths. 

• 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

.                                  •••                                  i.,                                  ••>                                  ••!                                  .*• 

— 

— 

9 

Between  1  month  and  1  year     .. 

— 

35 

„       1  year  and  12  years     .. 



— 

— 

65 

»      12     ,,       ,,     4U     „ 

... 

1 

21 

— 

„     40    „      „    50    „ 

1 

1 

— 

50    „      „    over 

3 

a 

— 

Total 

5 

25 

109 

Number 

OP  Deaths  under 

Heads  op 

Causes. 

Measles         

10 

Enteric       20 

Heart  Disease 

i        

i 

Diarrhoea      

35 

Whooping  Cough...  j          25 

Other  Causes 

!          32 

Dysentery 

— 

Influenza 

6 

1 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 

6 

Marasmus 

5 

i 

G.  Stevens, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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BuBGHBB  Camps  Department— Middelburg  Camp^Stapf.  J!^?^" 

Superintendent. — Geo.  Stevens. 

„  Assistant. — Geo.  Farquharson. 

„  „  A.  M.  Morton. 

Chief  Clerk.— J.  F.  Kirsten. 
Clerk. — A.  Dieprink. 

„        F.  Jonffbloed. 

„        John  Bottemley. 
Medical  Officer. — Dr.  Cockerton. 

„  „       Assistant. — Dr.  Mast 

,,  „  „  On  the  way  from  coast 

Hospital  Matron. — Sister  Wallace. 
Nurse. — Sister  Turner, 

»)  n     Fry. 

„  „     Gaunt 

„  „      Broahurst 

ly  y,      Richard. 

„  „     Burgers. 

„  „     Tennant 

„  „     Nettleton. 

„  „      Holmes. 

Probationers. — 
Relief  Matron; — One  of  the  nurses  is  acting. 

„         „  Assistants. — Mrs.  McDougall. 

„         „  „  „     Mclntyre. 

Chaplain. — Rev.  J.  Brinck. 


Report  for  October. 

Middelborg. 

During  the  month  the  camp  has  been  reduced  by  departures  and  deaths  by  812,  not 
including  deaths  pf  natives  (IS).  With  the  balance  of  women  and  children  to  be  removed 
to  the  coast  (about  1,200)  and  others  to  be  sent  to  their  respective  districts  (about  400) 
the  number  in  this  camp  should  be  well  under  4,000,  which  will  make  it,  being,  as  they 
will  be,  in  one  spot,  instead  of  being  scattered  about  in  six  different  camps,  more  manage- 
able, and  secure  better  and  more  economical  supervision. 

New  Site. — Arrangements  for  removing  to  this  are  well  in  hand.  Sufficient  transport 
is  now  available.  Issue  store  room  is  completed.  Offices,  dispensary  and  consulting 
room  are  being  rapidly  proceeded  with.  BricKs  for  lining  inside  and  partition  walls  are 
being  made  at  rate  of  2,000  per  day,  and  there  are  now  8,000  ready.  All  the  material  for 
the  buildings  so  far  arranged  for  is  on  the  ground.  The  water  for  domestic  purposes,  it 
is  expected,  will  be  delivered  at  the  spot  where  service  tanks  are  to  be  erected  by 
Wednesday  the  6th  November,  when  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Superintendent  to 
commence  the  removal  of  his  camp. 

The  material  for  fencing  camp,  hospital,  cemetery,  and  garden  ground  is  ordered 
and  due. 

The  tannery  has  been  removed  from  the  old  camp  to  a  site  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
some  distance  below  the  new  site. 

Sanitary  pits  have  been  sunk  about  one  mile  from  the  new  site,  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  graves  made  in  the  new  cemetery  for  the  burying  of  the  dead.  Altogether,  jbo 
far  as  I  am  aware,  everything  possible  has  been  done  to  push  on  the  work  entailed  by  the 
removal  of  the  camp  to  the  new  site. 

Dr.  H.  Cockerton  took  over  his  duties  as  Principal  Medical  Officer  on  the 
13th  October,  the  day  after  his  arrival,  and  a  marked  improvement  is  noticeable  in 
the  management  of  the  hospitals  and  nursing  staff.  The  Principal  Medical  Officer  has 
taken  over  the  entire  charge  of  the  hospital  and  patients,  which  had  hitherto  been  under 
the  care  of  Drs.  Spencer  and  Moorhead. 

I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  remain  here  long  enough  to  remove  the  camp 
to  its  new  site,  which,  as  I  informed  you  in  September,  I  proposed  doing,  before  severing 
my  connection  with  the  Burgher  Camps  Department.  During  the  nine  months  I  have 
been  in  charge  of  this  camp  I  have  had,  as  you  are  well  aware,  many  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  my  principal  one  being  want  of  suitable  space  or  camping  ground  on  which  to  erect 
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MiuDRL-  the  tents  for  the  people,  most  of  whom  were  delivered  to  me  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
BUM.  at  a  few  hours'  notice,  and  in  many  instances  with  no  notice  whatever,  in  batches  of  two, 
four,  five  and  ten  hundred.  .  The  bulk  of  the  people  from  this  and  the  adjoining  districtot, 
I  take  it,  have  now  been  brought  in,  and  the  new  superintendent  will,  therefore,  have 
very  few  new  people  to  deal  with,  and  will  thus  be  able  to  run  his  camp  smoothly  and 
better  than  has  been  the  case  with  myself  during  the  whole  period  I  have  been  here. 

C.  R.  Gardner, 

Superintendent 


Medical  Report,  October,  1901. 

Middelburg. 
There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  sickness  during  the  past  month.  This  is  due,  first,  to 
the  water  supply,  all  the  drinking  water  being  supplied  by  wells  and  being  unboiled. 
This  cause«  a  very  large  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  enteric  fever.  Second,  to  the 
minute  quantity  of  fresh  milk,  which  is  not  sufficient  for  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  cases 
of  enteric  fever  alone,  and  does  not  allow  a  supply  to  any  cases  of  illness  outside  the 
hospital.  Third,  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  firesh  meat  suppUed  to  the  camp  and  hospital 
Fourth,  to  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough. 

There  have  been  151  deaths  from  the  following  diseases  : —     . 

Diarrhoea  (chiefly  infantile) 36 

Whooping  cough  and  its  sequelae        33 

Enteric  fever     ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...       23 

Marasmus  ...         ...         ••.         •••         ...         •..       13 

Measles  with  sequelse    ...         ..  ...         ...         ...       10 

Bronchitis  ...         ...         ••.         •*•         ...         ...         5 

Convulsions       ...         .v.         ...         ...         ...         ...         5 

Pneumonia        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •••         4 

Tuberculosis      ...  '       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         4 

Influenza  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         4 

ijiaiaria  ...         ...         ...         ...         •••         ...         ...         o 

Meningitis         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         •«.         3 

Brighrs  disease 3 

Morbus  cordis    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ••«         2 

Rheumatic  fever  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         I 

Dysentery  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..«         1 

i^eoiiicy...         ...         ...         ...         ...     ....         ...         1. 

Erysipelas  ...         ...         ...         ....        ...         ...         1 

There  is  still  an  incre^asing  amount  of  enteric  fever  in  camp,  and  also  many  chikhea 
suffering  from  whooping  cough.  Measles  has  almost  disappeared.  There  have  been  two 
cases  of  diphtheria,  sisters  living  in  one  tent,  which  were  isolated  early  ;  both  cases 
recovered,  and  the  disease  has  not  spread.  I  nm  now  having  all  the  drinking  water  used 
in  the  hospital  boiled,  and  I  cpnfidently  expect  a  great  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
illness  as  soon  as  the  camp  is  moved  to  the  new  site. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  classification,  the  great  proportion  of  deaths  was  in 
children*  : — 

Under  1  year 48  deaths. 

Over  1  year  and  under  1 0  years  ...         ...       65      „ 

Over  10  years  and  under  20  years      12      „ 

Over  20  years 26      „ 

With  the  camp  on  new  ground,  and  with  a  fresh  water  supply  laid  on  in  pipes,  I 
believe  the  first  cause  of  the  large  percentage  of  illness  will  be  removed.  By  obtaining  a 
larger  supply  of  fresh  milk  the  second  cause  could  be  removed.  1  should  also  advise 
havingr  a  supply  of  stewed  chicken  (tinned)  here  for  the  use  of  convalescent  patients  in 
hoapital,  as  the  change  from  the  milk  and  soup  diet  to  the  fresh  meat  obtainable  here 
(which  is  very  poor)  is  too  sudden,  and  often  causes  delay  in  convalescence  ;  also  a  few 
caaes  o£  ^gs,  which  are  unobtainable  here. 

In,  the  hospital  140  cases  (mostly  enteric  fever)  have  been  treated ;  49  have  been 
disohai^ed  well,  23  have  died,  and  68  remain  under  treatment. 

H'.  Spencer,  Medical  OflScer. 

•  Twelve  of  these  were  natives. 
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MAFEKING. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Mafeking,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


SlOK  IN  OAKP. 


Maib- 

KIIC«|. 


Men. 

Women. 

GSiildzen. 

Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  October  1,  1901 

Arrivals        

Births,          

885 
10 

1940 

1 

Z4S0 
15 

• 

Total         

— 

— 

•— 

895 
64 

1,941 
62 

2,435 

Dex>artareB 

Deaths          

53 
11 

17 
45 

17 
350 

Total         

— 

— 

— 

367 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901 

831 

1,879 

2,068 

Week  ending  October  4, 1901 


«     11      „ 

«       18       n 

»»    25      „ 


Men. 


25 

30 

9 

25 


Women. 


120 
235 
230 
150 


Children. 


"  710 
980 
918 

1,000 


Deaths. 


Ken. 

Women. 

ChUdran., 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  and  12  years    ..          

„     12  years  and  40    „        

„     41)      „        „     o\j     „ 

50     „       „    over          

12 
1 

38 
2 
5 

11 

41 

296 

Total 

13 

45 

348 

Number 

OP  Deaths  under 

Heads  of 

Causes. 

Measles         

275 

Enteric        

41 

Convulsions 

8 

Diarrhoea      

8 

Whooping  Cough... 

12 

Malaria       ...  *      ... 

3 

Dysentery    

5 

Influenza 

7 

Other  Causes 

8    • 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis. 
Meningitis 

U 

1 

Marasmus 

Heart  Disease 

2 
2 

R.  L.  McCowAT, 

Camp  Superintendent, 
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xixj,  BuRGHEB  Camps  Department. — Mafeking  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — R.  L.  McCowat. 

Storekeeper. Savage. 

Clerk,  &c. Lewis. 

„  F.  Montague. 

99 Roos. 

Medical  Officer. — Dr.  R.  Morrow. 

„  Assistant. — Dr.  Spink. 

,5  „  Dr.  Moir. 

„  „  Dr.  Hogg. 

Dispenser. — W.  P.  Carrell. 

„  V.  R.  Raywood. 

Hospital  Matron. — Mrs.  Crawford. 
Nurse.— Miss  Tooth. 
I,         Nurse  Grieves. 

„         (Camp  Matron). — Nurse  Brickmore. 
„  Nurse  Pritchard. 

„  „      Pollard. 

„  „      Mackay. 

„  „      Price. 

Probationers. — 
Relief  Matron. — Mrs.  Gleeson. 

„  Assistant.  -  -Mrs.  Spink. 

jj         Miss  Murray, 


5> 


Chaplain. — Rev.  Meyers. 


Miss  Odea. 
Miss  Johnson. 


General  Report  for  the  Month,  October,  1901. 

Burgher  Camp,  Mafeking,  14th  November,  1901. 
Food  Supply. — The  food  supply  has  continued  good,  and  during  the  month  fresh 
meat  was  supplied  from  the  23rd  to  the  30th. 

Climate. — The  weather  during  the  month  continued  windy  and  warm  as  hitherto, 
but  we  were  fevoured  with  rain  towards  the  end  of  same,  so  that  the  conditions  of  tent 
life  during  the  following  month  should  be  improved. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  for  the  month  has  been  as  follows,  viz.  : — 
iuen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 L. 

Women        ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         45 

Children      ...         •••         ...         •••         ...       350 
making  a  total  of  406,  or  an  average  of  1 3*09  per  day.     From  the  Statistical  Return  it 
will  be  seen  that  275  of  the  above  died  from  measles,  41  fix)m  enteric  fever,  34  from 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  and  the  balance  frx)m  other  causes. 

Hospital. — Since  Dr.  Morrow  took  over  the  Hospital  on  the  11th  ultimo,  a  number 
of  improvements  have  been  made,  among  which  are  the  re-arrangement  of  the  Dispensay 
for  greater  convenience,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  marquees  for  patients,  and  the 
fencing  in  of  the  Hospital  grounds,  all  of  which  I  notice  are  dealt  with  by  the  Senior 
Medical  Officer  in  his  report,  which  is  herewith  sent  for  your  information. 

Doctors. — Dr.  Kauflmann  left  on  the  1 0th  instant,  and  his  duties  as  Senior  Medical 
Officer  were  taken  over  on  the  11th  instant  by  Dr.  Morrow,  who  arrived  on  the 
3rd  instant.  Drs.  Spink  and  Moir  arrived  on  the  17th  and  Dr.  Hogg  on  the 
Sist  instant.  Dr.  Limpert  left  on  the  31st  instant,  so  that  the  Medical  Staff  is  still  short 
ctf  one  doctor,  but  I  hope  that  he  will  arrive  soon.  For  organisation,  see  Senior  Medical 
Officer's  Report. 

Nurs(s.^  Nurse  Merry  left  here  on  the  1st  instant,  after  recovering  fixim  measles, 
which  I  regret,  as  she  was  a  well-trained  and  capable  nurse. 

Nurse  Gaudie  is  now  convalescent  from  typhoid  fever  and  will  leave  for  a  month  in 
order  to  recruit,  after  which  she  will  return  to  join  the  Camp  Matron's  Staff. 
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The  following  nurses  arrived  during  the  month,  viz.  : —  Mafb- 

On  the  6th. — Nurse  Grieves, 
„    20th.—     „      Pritchard, 
„  22nd. —     „      Price, 
„    24th.—    „      Pollard  Smith, 
„    24th. —     „      Mackay, 
„    25th. —     „      Brickmore  (Camp  Matron), 
and  have  been  distributed  as  follows,  viz. : — 

To  the  hospital,  Nurses  Mackay  and  Price. 

To  the  Camp  Matron,  Nurse  F.  E.  Brickmore  as  Matron,  with  Nurses  Grieves, 
Pritchard,  Pollard  Smith,  as  assistants  ;  also  Nurse  Gaudie  when  she  returns.  I  regret 
to  report  that  Nurse  Pollard  Smith  was  only  three  days  here  when  she  became  ill  with 
acute  rheumatism,  and  as  soon  as  possible  will  leave.  Your  consent  to  issue  the 
necessary  warrant  to  return  to  Johannesburg  is  asked. 

Relief  Matron^ $  Assistants.— On  the  17th  instant  the  following  assistants  to  the 
Relief  Matron  arrived  here,  viz. : — 

Mrs.  Spink,  Misses  O'Dea,  Nussey,  and  Johnston. 

These  commenced  duty  at  once  imder  Mrs.  Gleeson,  and  so  &r  are  giving 
satisfaction. 

Staff. — During  the  month  the  following  arrived  to  join  the  Staff,  viz. : — 

On  the  25th,  Mr.  Savage  as  Storekeeper,  in  place  of  Mr.  A  Marchant  Smith, 
resigned. 

Mr.  Roos  as  Clerk  to  Storekeeper. 

On  the  15th,  Mr.  Montague  as  Clerk  in  charge  of  Accounts. 

In  connection  with  the  Staff,  I  would  remind  you  that  Mr.  Lewis  obtained  a 
fortnight's  leave  of  absence  and  left  yesterday  ;  during  saine,  Mr.  Smith  remains  and  will 
leave  on  his  return. 

Closing. — During  the  month  750  femilies  have  been  visited  and  reported  upon  with 
regard  to  clothing,  out  of  which  450  have  been  supplied  with  what  has  been  necessary  for 
them  to  go  on  with.  The  arrival  of  the  assistants  sent  to  the  Relief  Matron  (Miss 
Gleeson)  has  relieved  the  congestion  which  existed,  and  now  admits  of  the  work  being 
carried  out  in  a  systematic  way.  By  the  end  of  November  I  think  that  this  Staff  may  be 
safely  reduced  by  two  of  the  assistants  sent  ;  of  this  I  will  report  later  on. 

Wood  Supply. — As  in  the  previous  month  the  wood  supply  has  been  equal  to  the 
demand,  and  1  have  a  surplus  of  a  few  weeks  in  hand. 

Improvements. — During  the  month  the  river  has,  to  a  large  extent,  been  fenced  off, 
also  the  hospital  grounds.  Alain  drain  has  been  cut  along  northern  boundary  of  camp, 
and  from  same  past  the  wells  on  either  side  to  the  river,  thus  preventing  pollution. 
Surfece  drains  have  been  cut  down  the  sides  of  20  streets  and  partly  round  each  stand, 
in  order  to  carry  off  all  storm  water,  these  I  hope  to  have  all  completed  in  a  month  or  so. 
Labour  in  the  camp  is,  however,  scarce,  there  being  little  more  than  sufficient  to  carry  on 
maintenance  work.  This  materially  impedes  the  progress  of  many  improvements. 
Boilers  for  disinfecting  stools  and  linen  have  also  been  erected  and  at  work  during  the 
month. 

I  am,  &c., 

R.  L.  McCowAT, 

Superintendent. 

The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps,  Pretoria. 


November  11,  1901. 
Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  following  report  on  your  camp  for  the 
month  of  October  of  this  year. 

This  report  would  have  been  handed  to  you  earlier  were  it  not  for  the  following 
reasons : — 

(a)  The  severe  strain  on  my  staff  and  myself  due  to  the  large  number  of  cases 

of  illness. 
(6)  The  inspection  of  the  camp  on  the  4th  and  5th  inst.  by  Dr.  Waterson  and  other 

visitors, 
(c)  The  prostration  of  myself  by  fever  on  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th  inst.  '      - 
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Mafi-  The  arduous  duties  of  my  predecessor  prevented  his  keeping  certain  books  from 

^""-  which  the  information  necessary  tor  a  monthly  report  is  drawn,  consequently  this  report 

chiefly  deals  with  the  camp  from  the  date  of  my  appointment  as  senipr  medical  officer, 
the  11th  ultimo. 

Organisation. — As  no  system  of  organisation  existed,  and  some  was  necessary,  a 
number  of  simple  rules  were  framed  for  my  staff  to  enable  them  to  perform  their  duties 
more  eflSciently  and  without  friction. 

Dispensary. — The  dispensary  has  been  removed  from  the  centre  of  the  hospital 
grounds  to  a  comer  of  the  same  near  the  hospital  gate  to  prevent  out-patients  and  otiiers 
entering  these  grounds.  It  has  also  been  fenced,  and  a  policeman  has  been  told  off 
to  keep  order  and  prevent  crowding. 

Hospital. — Much  improvement  has  been  effected  in  connection  with  the  hospital. 
The  CTOund  has  been  fenced  and  cleaned.  The  latrine  pits  have  been  emptied,  disinfected^ 
affd  filled  in,  and  for  the  latrines  used  by  the  Staff  tubs  (bucketb)  have  been  supplied. 
The  boiling  of  all  excreta  and  urine  from  the  patients  has  been  instituted,  also  all  clothing 
ill  boiled  b5ore  handing  the  clothes  to  the  laundress.  The  hospital  liiarquees  have  been 
put  in  order  and  their  number  added  to.  Various  other  improvements  have  been 
effected. 

TTie  Camp. — A  camp  matron  has  been  appointed,  but  owing  to  her  staff  being 
incomplete  this  lady  has  been  unable  to  effect  much  improvement.  Some  useful  work 
however  has  .been  accomplished  during  the  month. 

Sanitalion.-^Mxich  has  been  done  to  render  the  camp  healthy.  The  ground  has 
been  rendered  cleaner  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  have  the  river  fenced  off.  All  tents, 
frame  tents  and  marquees  are  opened  up  daily  and  unpleasant  odours  are  less  noticeable. 

Disinfection. — The  whole  of  the  tents,  marquees,  &c.,  have  been  emptied  of  their 
contents  and  both  the  tents,  &c.,  and  their  contents  have  been  disinfected.  This  general 
disinfection  was  begun  on  the  25th  of  the  month  but  had  to  be  discontinued  twice  fiwn 
want  of  disinfectants.  As  the  latter  arrived  the  work  was,  however,  continued.  It  was 
nay  intention  to  have  a  general  disinfection  of  the  catnp  carried  out  weekly  until  all 
infectious  diseases  were  stamped  out,  but  the  lack  of  proper  disinfectants  is  a  serioos 
drawback  as  it  has  prevented  this  being  done. 

Medical  Comforts. — A  liberal  distribution  of  medical  comforts  has  been  made  to  all 
who  needed  them.  In  connection  with  this  distribution  a  proper  system  of  book-keeping 
has  been  devised.  No  medical  comforts  are  issued  without  an  order  signed  by  the  doctor  and 
the  Medical  Officers  check  their  orders  every  evening.  In  this  way  fraud  is  minimised. 
The  supply  of  medical  comforts  has  been  equal  to  the  demand  though  at  times  the  stocks 
generally  recommended  by  the  visiting  doctors  have  been  low  and  have  been  a  source  of 
anxiety. 

Population. — The  white  population  on  the  first  of  the  month  was  5,245  and  on  the 
31st  4,778.     The  native  population  on  the  first  of  the  month  was  355  and  on  the  Slat  342. 

Mortality. — The  mortality  has  been  very  high,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say  is  diminishing. 
The  number  of  deaths  for  the  month  is  406,  of  which  7  were  men,  42  women,  and  357 
children  under  12  years— of  the  last  5  died  as  a  result  of  premature  birth.  These 
statistics  do  not  include  natives,  of  whom  5  died  in  the  month. 

The  causes  of  this  depUrable  mortality  so  fiar  as  I  can  ascertain  are  : — 

1.  Introduction  of  infected  persons  to  camp  in  August. 

2.  Want  of  proper  and  systematic  disinfection  of  toe  camp  without  which  medica 

aid  and  medical  comforts  avail  little  in  reducing  the  mortality. 

3.  Want  of  proper  medical  attendance. 

From  the  certificates  it  appears  that  of  the  whites— 
275  died  from  measles. 
41     „       „     enteric. 
12     „       „     whooping  cough. 
7     „       „     influenza. 
^     »       >»     dysentery  and 
66     „       „     other  causes. 
Sickness. — Almost  half  the  camp  have  been  ill  during  the  month,  and  cases  of  illness 
will  be  very  numerous  until  the  whole  camp  has  been  thoroughly  disinfected  and  all 
diseases  of  an  infectious  and  contagious  nature  have  been  stamped  out  and  their  recurrence 
prevented.     The  unfortunate  little  children  live  close  to  the  ground,  and  consequently 
inhale  any  poisonous  germs  which  are  about ;  therefore,  unless  their  surroundings  are 
kept  free  from  these  germs  disease  will  flourish,  in  spite  of  all  medical  aid  and  nursing, 
dieting!  &c. 
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Births, — There  were  15  confinements  and  16  births. 

Medical  Staff, — Three  doctors  arrived  during  the  month. 

Nursing  Staff. — Two  nurses  left  convalescent  from  illness,  and  five  nurses  arrived. 
A  camp  matron,  miss  Brickmore,  has  been  appointed  to  look  after  the  sick  in  the  camp, 
attend  to  the  disinfection  of  the  tents,  &c.,  and  superintend  other  work,  as  the  making 
and.  distribution  of  soup,  &c. 

Visitor. — Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  C.B.,  Consulting  Surgeon  to  H.M.  Forces  in  South 
Afiica,  visited  this  camp,  and  devoted  three  days  to  studying  the  medical  wants  of  the 
inhabitants.  From  this  cultured  gentleman  of  so  mature  experience  I  received  very  many 
valuable  suggestions.  The  following  are  the  most  important  subjects  discussed  during 
his  visit : — 

1.  Medical  Staff. 

2.  Camp  Matron  and  her  Staff. 

3.  Hospital  Nursing. 

4.  Housing  of  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staffs. 

5.  Analysis  of  Water. 

6.  Erection  of  a  Soup  Kitchen  for  Camp. 

7.  Erection  of  a  Maternity  Marquee. . 

8.  The  Latrines. 

9.  A  Camp  Mortuary. 
10.  The  Cemetery. 

Conclusion. — In  conclusion,  I  mav  add  that  many  improvements  eould  have  been 
effected  were  it  not  for  (a)  the  lack  of  material,  and  {b)  the  labour  to  carry  on  the  work. 
At  present  the  skilled  labour  and  the  boys  are  only  able  to  carry  on  the  maintenance  work 
of  the  camp. 

For  me  the  month  has  been  so  trying  that  I  shall  long  remember  it.  When -the 
doctors  and  nurses  arrived  they  felt  irritated  at  not  finding  the  accommodation  promised 
them  at  Cape  Town,  and  at  one  time  I  feared  the  resignation  of  nearly  all  my  staff,  with 
the  nurses  and  compounders,  would  take  place.  Were  it  not  for  your  tact  I  believe  there 
would  hardly  have  been  any  doctors  or  nurses  here  to-day. 

I  have,  &c., 

R.  Morrow, 

Senior  Medical  Officer, 

Burgher  Refugee  Camp, 
Mafeking. 
To  the  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Refugee  Camp, 

Mafeking. 
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NYLSTROOM. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Nylstroom,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Nyl- 
stroom. 


Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Unilaren. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

332 

684 

835 

ArriralB        

21 

25 

30 

Births           

— 

8 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

353 

709 

873 

Departures 

16 

17 

32 

Deaths          

5 

12 

41 

21 

29 

Total          

— 

— 

— 

73 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901       . . . 

332 

680 

800 
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SlOK  IN  OAMP. 


Men. 

WoineiL 

ChiUnL 

Week  ending  October  4, 1901    ...        

11 

36 

58 

w                    >»         ^^     »        •••           •••           •••           •••           •••           ••• 

8 

21 

37 

»                   „         lo     n 

11 

23 

36 

M                   »         ^     »»        •••          •••          •••           ••• 

6 

6 

17 

„                             »9             •'1        M 

7 

9 

17 

Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

GbildRo. 

Under  1  month 

a.                        ...                        ••< 

... 

— 

1 

Between  I  month  and  1  year    

••                        •••                        .. 

— 

6 

„       1     w        „     1    „    Native    ... 

••                        ...                        ■• 

— 

1 

„       1  year  and  12  years     

>••                        •■•                        •• 

— 

— 

34 

„     12  years  and  40   „        

■  ■  .                        a*.                        ■• 

4 

10 

— 

»      40       „        ,9     50    n 



— 

1 

— 

50     „      „    over          

•••                        ...                        •• 

•                        •«• 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

5 

12 

42 

Number 

OF  Deaths  under 

Heads  op 

Causes. 

Measles  and 

Diarrhoea. 
Pneumonia 

7 

Diarrho&a 

23 

Dysentery 

5 

2 

Bright's  Disease   ... 

1 

Enieric       

2 

A^sthenia      

1 

Premature  Birth  ... 

2 

Malaria       

12 

Senile  Decay 

2 

Cancrnm  Oris 

2 

R.  Duncan, 

Camp  Superintendent 


Burgher  Camps  Department. — ^Nylstroom  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — R.  Duncan. 
Storekeeper. — A.  J.  North. 

rii    1    p     ( De  A^illiers. 

^^^'•^''^^•ic.  H.O.Gibson. 
Medical  Officer. — Dr.  Sturdee. 
Dispenser. — W.  C.  Smith. 
Hospital  Matron. — Mrs.  Bolton. 
Nurse. — Sister  Gabbitas. 

„         Probationer. — Miss  Sachel. 
Probationers. — 
Relief  Matron. — Mrs.  De  Jongh. 

„  „  Probationers. 
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BuBGHER  Camps  Department,  Ntlstroom. — Monthly  Report.  stboom. 

Sir, 

For  the  past  month  1  have  to  report  the  following  : — 

Health. — The  general  health  of  camp  has  been  fair,  our  statistical  returns  showing 
that  we  have  had  less  sickness  than  during  the  previous  month.  Waterburg  is  by  no 
means  a  healthy  district,  and  we  may  always  expect  to  have  a  good  many  cases  of  fever. 
Everything  that  can  possibly  be  done  to  prevent  sickness  has  been  attended  to. 

Water  Supply  is  ample  for  present  requirements,  but  we  are  sinking  another  well 
in  camp  to  provide  for  any  possible  short-coming  in  this  respect  in  future.  All  drinking 
water  is  boiled  and  issued  to  refugees  daily. 

Hospital. — Refugees  are  gradually  getting  over  their  prejudice  of  entering  hospital. 
In  fact,  during  the  month  several  have  even  asked  if  they  could  be  admitted.  The 
present  number  of  patients  in  hospital  is  16.  Dr.  Sturdes,  two  trained  nurses,  and  five 
probationers  have  all  taken  great  interest  in  their  work,  and  have  ably  carried  out  their 
many  duties. 

The  hospital  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  all  the  rooms  having  been  re-painted  and 
whitewashed  and  cupboards  and  other  conveniences  erected. 

Camp. — The  inmates  now  folly  understanding  that  cleanliness  is  compulsory  ;  the 
camp  itself  is  kept  wonderfully  clean.  All  tent  flaps  are  rolled  up  daily  and  all  bedding 
aired  in  the  open  twice  a  week.  There  are  sufficient  conveniences  for  all  requirements  on 
outskirts  of  camp. 

Sanitary  Arrangements  are  same  as  reported  last  month. 

Washing  sites  (three  in  number)  are  situated  about  70  yards  from  the  stream.  No 
washing  is  allowed  in  camp.     All  hospital  linen  here  is  boiled  and  disinfected. 

Wood  Cutting. — We  have  cut  a  considerable  quantity  of  wood,  but  owing  to 
irregularity  of  railway  traffic,  and  trucks  being  unobtainable,  our  usual  quantity  has  not 
gone  forward.  Ten  trucks  have  been  standing  loaded  at  station  for  folly  10  days,  and  a. 
large  quantity  is  piled  up  at  the  station  awaiting  trucks  and  a  chance  to  go  forward. 

Education. — On  1st  October,  we  had  285  children  in  school,  to-day  we  have  360,. 
showing  an  increase  of  75.  A  Dutch  church  and  a  large  marquee  answer  the  purpose  of 
school,  and  are  most  suitable.  Desks  and  blackboards  have  been  made  and  a  fair 
supply  of  school  material  has  been  sent  here  by  the  education  department  during  the 
month.  We  have  now  two  certificated  and  three  refugee  teachers.  After  school  hours 
the  youngsters  indulge  in  sports,  football,  Ac,  a  special  ground  having  been  put  aside  for 
that  purpose. 

Church. — Services  and  Sunday  school  are  held  every  Sunday.  These  are  very  well 
attended. 

Relief. — During  the  month  our  camp  matron  and  her  assistants  have  again  kept  a  lot 
of  women  busy,  dress-making,  &c.  Since  last  report  we  have  turned  out  just  on  1,500 
articles  of  clothing  of  all  descriptions.  These  articles  are  cut  and  made  up— all  hand 
sewn — free  of  cost  and  all  for  firee  issue. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a  few  blankets,  camp  kettles,  &c.,  have  been  issued  where 
necessary. 

Shoemxiking. — At  the  beginning  of  the  month  a  considerable  number  of  veldschoens 
were  made  firee  of  cobt  and  issued  to  deserving  people.  Unfortunately  our  supply  of 
leather  is  now  finished  and  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  this  usefol  industry,  until  further 
supplies  are  sent  up. 

Food  supply  and  quality. — Supplies  have  been  coming  up  very  irregularly  owing  to  the 
irregular  train  service. 

The  quality  of  foodstuffs  received  has  been  excellent. 

For  some  time  past  we  have  been  obliged  to  issue  corned  beef  in  lieu  of  fi:esh  meat. 
This  has  been  unavoidable  as  no  captured  stock  is  available.  I  have  applied  to 
Pietersburg  on  several  occasions  for  a  supply,  but  without  success. 

I  have,  &c., 

R.  Duncan, 

Superintendent. 
To  the  Greneral  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camp,  Pretoria. 
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Burgher  Camp,  Nylfetroom,  Slst  October,  1901. 

My  report  for  the  month  ending  is  59  deaths,  5  males,  12  females,  42  children 
(1  native). 

The  mortality  amongst  children  has  been  greatest  due  in  most  cases  to  diarrhoea,  left 
after  the  epidemic  of  measles  about  two  or  three  months  ago.  There  have  been  eight 
births. 

The  sickness  for  the  month  has  been  very  heavy,  principally  malaria,  diarrhoea  and  a 
few  cases  of  enteric  fever.  Besides  the  more  serious  cases  1  have  reported  weekly,  there 
have  been  some  slight  cases  of  influenza  among  women  and  children,  and  a  few  cases  of 
whooping  cough  among  children.  These  I  don't  consider  serious  enough  to  put  in  the 
weekly  report. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  camp  and  town  are  excellent  and  daily  attended  to. 

During  the  month  the  camp  has  been  very  much  improved  and  the  lines  are  kept 
scrupulously  clean. 

Owing  to  a  few  cases  of  enteric  we  have  had  a  furnace  rigged  up  and  a  sufficient 
quantity  oi  sterilized  water  (for  drinking  purposes  only)  served  out  daily. 

As  soon  as  we  can  get  more  tents  so  as  to  get  all  the  refugees  out  of  the  houses,  the 
sickness  in  my  opinion  will  be  very  much  decreased. 

During  the  month  46  cases  have  passed  through  the  hospital  of  which  17  were 
cured,  three  relieved,  10  died,  and  16  still  remain  in  for  treatment. 


H.  J.  Sturdee, 

Medical  Officer  in  Charge. 


PlBTERS- 
BURG. 


PIETERSBURG. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Pietersburg,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901 


Men. 

Women. 

Ohildien. 

M«n. 

Women. 

1 
Children. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals       

Births           

942 
19 

1,235 
52 

1,435 
51 
10 

Total             

— 

— 

— 

961 
54 

1,287 
38 

1,496 

Departures 

Deaths          

47 

7 

27 
11 

29 
30 

Total            

— 

— 

— 

59 

In  Camp,  October  31,  1901 

907 

1,249 

1,437 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 

Women. 

rjiiiii^Mkfi 

Week  ending  October  4, 1901    ... 

72 

125 

141 

„       .           ,,    11      „ 

69 

116 

147 

„                   „     lo      „ 

84 

125 

137 

„                 „    25      „ 

78 

.  126 

137 
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Deaths. 


Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„        1  year  and  12  years     

„      12  years  and  40    „        

M        40       f,       n      "0     „          ...           ...           ...           ,,, 

„      50     „      „    over         

5 

1 
1 

9 

1 
1 

1 
15 

u   • 

Total 

7 

11 

30 

Number  of  Dbaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Cancer  of  Stomach  ... 

Diarrhoea      

Pneumonia 

Senile  Decay 
Malaria,  Parturition 
Malaria,  Marasmus... 


Measles  and 

Marasmus 
Dentition  and 

DiarrhcBa 
Pneumonia  Debility 

Whooping  Cough, 

Convulsions 
Malaria,  Diarrhoea 

Malnutrition 


Dentition ]  3 

Dentition,  1 

Convulsions  | 

Congenital  Debility  4 

Malaria  Debility  2 

Malaria,  Cardiac         j  2 

Failure 

Malaria,  Pneumonia  I  2 


J.  E.  Tucker, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. — Pietersburg  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — J.  E.  Tucker. 
Storekeeper. — A.  Gr.  Watt. 
Clerk,  etc. — D.  M.  Stephen. 

„  J.  Gadd. 

„  C.  Korner. 

Medical  Officer. — Dr.  Henderson. 
Dispenser. — J.  W.  Gowthorpe. 

„  Williams. 

Hospital  Matron. — Sister  Webb. 
Nurse. — Sister  Pomeroy. 
Probationers. — 5. 
Relief  Matron. — Miss  Pettendrigh. 
„  Assistant. — Miss  Riet, 

,,  „  „     Phillips. 

Probationers. — 1 2 . 


PlBTBB^i 
BURG. 


Pietersburg,  October  31,  1901. 
General. — The  ext^it  of  this  Camp  has  not  changed  during  the  month,  but  the 
population  has  increased  and,  consequently,  all  tents  are  now  occupied,  excepting  4 
marquees  and  one  canvas  shelter  in  reserve.  There  are  in  this  camp  9  e.  p.  tents,  60  large 
marquees,  30  medium  marquees,  700  bell  tents,  and  8  canvas  shelters.  A  wood  and  iron 
rationing  store  is  in  course  of  erection,  and  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  rationing  staff, 
who  have  hitherto  done  all  their  work  in  a  marquee.  The  inmates  of  the  camp  are,  as  a 
rule,  well  satisfied  with  their  treatment.  Twenty-five  men  left  the  camp  during  the 
month  to  join  the  cattle  rangers. 
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Phtbrs-  Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  continues  good  and  sufficient.     A  recent  test  by 

BUBO.          the  dispenser  inaicates  that  there  is  nothing  injurious  to  health  in  the  water.    Eight  donkey 
wagons  loaded  with  casks  deliver  thirty  loads  daily  into  three  large  tanks  placed  at 
convenient  places  in  the  camp  for  cooking  and  drinking  purposes. 
All  washing  is  done  at  the  river  side. 

Fuel. — The  coal  supply  has  been  sufficient. 

Burgher  wagons  from  camp  go  out  weekly,  and  fetch  in  sufficient  wood  for  kindling 
fires. 

Sanitary. — Four  extra  latrines  have  been  erected,  and  there  are  now  twenty-four. 
These  are  cleared  twice  daily  and  disinfected.  Fresh  river  sand  is  periodically  spread  on 
the  floors.  The  buckets  are  washed  daily  and  changed.  Precautions  are  taken  to 
encrure  cleanly  and  proper  use  of  the  latrines.  Night  soil  is  carted  away  some  distance  in 
casks  on  wagons  and  buried. 

Ash  pits  have  been  built  of  brick  at  convenient  intervals,  and  all  sweepings  from  tcnta 
and  ashes  are  deposited  in  them.  Rubbish  wagons  clear  these  out  twice  daily  and  deposit 
the  dirt  some  distance  from  camp. 

Food  Supplies. — The  food  supply  has  been  good  and  adequate.  No  fresh  meat  being 
available,  tin  meat  has  been  issuea. 

Hospital. — The  hospital  is  in  charge  of  the  Matron,  Nurse  Webb,  assisted  by  Nurse 
Pomeroy.  There  are  employed  5  probationers,  2  male  refi^ees,  and  2  coloured  men. 
There  are  25  beds  in  use.  The  accommodation  consists  of  5  KP.  tents,  1  marquee,  and 
3  bell  tents — 1  E.P.  tent  and  1  bell  tent  being  matron  and  nurses'  quarters.  The  marquee 
is  for  maternity  patients. 

Quantities  of  soup  are  made  every  day  and  issued  to  invalids,  children  and  old  people. 

Camp  Stewardess. — The  Camp  Stewardess  has  2  canvas  shelters  and  4  bell  tents  for 
herself  and  staff.  She  has  charge  of  all  clothing  sent  to  camp  for  free  distribution.  She 
supervises  all  camp  visiting  and  nursing,  and  is  assisted  by  12  probationers,  who  each  take 
a  section  of  the  camp,  and  visit  each  tent  in  their  respective  sections  daily  to  see  that 
cleanliness  in  person  and  in  tents  is  observed.  Cases  of  sickness  are  reported  to  the  Camp 
Stewardess  by  her  assistants,  who  in  turn  makes  a  list  and  hands  it  to  the  Medical  Officer. 
This  department  also  assist  in  distributing  medical  comforts  to  those  who  have  Medical 
Officer's  order,  and  see  that  these  are  rightly  used. 

Cases  of  destitution  are  also  attended  to  by  the  camp  stewardess,  who  issues  clothing 
and  blankets  where  necessary,  after  personal  investigation.  The  following  goods  have 
been  distributed  during  the  month,  viz.,  918  yards  flannelette,  969  yards  dress  material, 
29  petticoats,  148  yards  serge,  cashmere,  &c.,  19  boys'  suits,  166  pairs  women's  and 
children's  boots,  387  blankets,  903  yards  print,  1,307  yards  calico,  18  mattresses, 
241  shirts,  35  yards  moleskin,  64  yards  cotton  cord,  164  yards  flannel,  &c. 

Dispenser. — The  dispenser  makes  up  the  doctor's  prescriptions,  and  mixes  milk  for 
distribution  to  those  who  have  the  doctor's  order. 

Treatment  of  Sick. — The  medical  officer  attends  daily  at  the  surgery  to  examine 
patients  and  take  messages,  and  receive  the  camp  stewardess'  report.  The  rest  of  his 
time  is  spent  in  visiting  patients  in  camp  and  hospital.  The  people  generally  prefer 
remaining  in  their  tents  when  sick,  but  are  removed  to  the  hospital  if  the  doctor  advises 
it.  A  tent  is  kept  at  the  hospital  specially  for  maternity  cases  ;  but  people  do  not  avail 
themselves  of  this  privilege,  preferring  to  remain  in  their  own  tents.  In  cases  where 
families  are  invalided  and  helpless,  special  nurses  are  placed  with  them  to  attend  on  them 
till  they  are  better. 

Local  Committees. — There  are  no  local  committees  visiting  in  this  camp. 

Medical  Comforts. — These  consist  of  pearl  barley,  maizena,  milk,  meat  extracts, 
brandy,  port  wine,  arrowroot,  butter,  jam,  tea,  cornflour,  quaker  oats,  cocoa,  &c.,  and  are 
issued  on  the  medical  officer's  orders,  through  the  camp  stewardess'  department. 

Public  Worship. — There  is  no  minister  here,  but  public  worship  is  conducted  by 
laymen  in  a  large  marquee  for  the  Boer  refugees,  and  by  Mr.  Pienaar  for  the  coloured 
burghers. 

School. — Five  hundred  children  are  now  attending  school  and  are  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Fairhurst,  the  headmaster.  A  number  of  young  men  are  also  being 
instructed  in  the  evening  by  Mr.  Fairhurst. 

Poynton  Bros. — This  store  is  always  well  patronised  and  the  principal  business  is 
done  in  clothing  and  sweets,  jam,  fish,  &c. 
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Coloured  Burghers. — Commandant  Buys  and  party  have  a  separate  camp  near  the  Pibtbrs- 
main  camp,  and  conform  well  to  all  rules  laid  down  for  their  observance.  ®  ^^' 

Deaths. — The  death  rate  has  diminished  considerably.  The  chief  ailments  are  now 
pneumonia  and  diarrhoea,  and  when  these  attack  people  who  have  recently  recovered  from 
malaria  or  measles  the  result  is  often  fotal.     The  total  deaths  for  the  month  are  52. 

Births. — There  have  been  10  births  in  the  camp  during  the  month  ;  also  2  coloured 
births,  and  3  still  births. 

Marriaifes. — Five  marriages  were  solemnized  in  camp  during  the  mouth. 

Desertion. — There  have  been  no  cases  of  desertion  from  this  camp. 

Registration. — Registration  of  births  and  deaths  is  done  in  this  office,  hi  absence  of  a 
magistrate  in  Pietersburg. 

Garden. — The  garden  is  being  worked  by  burghers,  but  is  not  far  enough  advanced 
to  produce  anything  for  consumption  yet. 

Bathing. — A  large  bath  is  being  constructed  on  a  ledge  in  the  river  for  women,  and  it 
is  arranged  that  a  continual  stream  of  water  will  flow  through. 

Industries. — Burghers  in  camp  have  started  repairing  wagons,  tanning  leather, 
making  reins,  burning  lime,  making  ornaments  from  horn,  and  brewing  ginger-beer. 
These  are  all  on  a  small  scale,  but  will  develop  with  a  little  encouragement. 

Military  Authoities. — The  Military  Authorities  here  ail  ways  give  their  cordial 
assistance  in  any  matters  requiring  their  co-operation. 

Staff. — The  Staff  are  very  painstaking,  and  all  evince  an  anxiety  to  make  the 
working  of  this  Camp  efficient. 

J.  E.  Tucker,* 
Superintendent. 


Monthly  Mkdical  Report. 


Pieteraburg,  October  31st,  1901. 

Climate. — The  weather  during  the  past  month  has  been  good,  warm  during  the  day, 
without  the  great 'extremes  of  temperature  between  day  and  night.  Early  in  the  month 
for  one  day  there  was  a  heavy  rain,  and  as  a  consequence  a  restart  of  the  malaria. 

Diseases  affecting  the  camp. — The  disease  most  prevalent  during  the  month  was 
diarrhoea,  although  no  deaths  occurred  from  it  alone.  When  deaths  occurred  it  was  as  a 
sequelflB  of  some  other  disease,  such  as  malaria  or  dentition. 

Malaria  occurred  in  those  who  previously  had  the  disease,  and  came  on  after  the  wet* 
weather.  The  cases  were  not  as  a  rule  severe,  the  prominent  symptoms  being  high  fever, 
and  enlargement  and  tenderness  of  spleen.  In  a  good  number  of  cases  it  was  accompanied 
by  diarrhoea. 

The  epidemic  of  pneumonia  restarted  and  nine  deaths  occurred  therefrom,  two 
occurring  as  a  sequelae  of  malaria. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  a  very  considerable  number  of  patients  were 
suffering  from  sore  mouth.  In  some  cases  ulceration  had  taken  place,  but  only  in  one 
case  was  it  in  any  way  severe.  I  consider  this  due  to  the  fact  that  for  some  time  past  we 
have  been  obliged  to  ration  the  people  on  corned  beef,  and  no  vegetables  procurable. 

I  at  once  got  a  supply  of  lime  juice,  and  I  am  now  prescribing  it  for  such  cases,  but 
owing  to  the  supply  at  present  being  limited,  I  cannot  order  it  for  general  distribution. 
I  have  however  given  a  supply  to  the  school  to  be  put  in  the  water  that  the  children 
drink. 

A  few  cases  of  whooping  cough  occurred,  the  disease  being  imported  into  the  camp 
from  Irene.     At  present  it  does  not  seem  to  be  spreading  very  rapidfy. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  remains  good  and  sufficient. 

Sanitary. — The  sanitary  arrangements  are  efficiently  carried  out. 

Statistics. —  Statistics  of  deaths,  &c.,  have  been  forwarded. 

D.  Henderson, 

Medical  Officer. 
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POTCHEFSTROOM. 

Statistical  Retubk  for  Burffher  Camp,  Potchefstboom,  Month  ending 

October,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

ChUdien. 

Men. 

Women. 

ChOdite. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 
Arrivals 
Births           

1,179 
89 

2,802 
104 

3,617 

93 

4 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

1,268 
67 

2,906 
152 

3,714 

Departures 

Deaths         ..«        

eo 

7 

]38 
14 

167 
64 

Total          

— 

— 

— 

231 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901 

1,201 

2,754 

3,483 

Sick  in  Camp. 

* 

Hen. 

Women. 

ChildKii. 

Week  ending  October  4, 1901    ... 

5 

30 

56 

99                                 W        ^^9        W              ••• 

8 

38 

73 

»                       9y      18,      , 

10 

27 

46 

.,                  „    25,    „       ... 

8 

15 

77 

„                  „    ol,    „ 

7 

11 

63 

Deaths. 


Men. 

WnmATi 

rn^riAw^^ 

1 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  and  12  years 

„     12yearsand40    „        

50    „       „    over           

2 
1 
4 

6 
2 
6 

1 

14 
49 

Total       

7 

14 

64 

Number 

OF  Deaths  under 

Heads  of 

Causes. 

Measles        

42 

Diarrhoea 

Dysentery 

1 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Cronp           

8 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever ... 
Influenza 

Enteric       

Senile  Decay 

2 
3 

Fever           

3 

Dropsy       

Convulsions 

13 

Stmmatitus  Can.    ... 

3 

Cancer        

Chronic  Enteritis ... 

1 

J.  Swart, 

Camp  Superintendent 
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BuEGHEE  Camps  Department. — Potchefstroom  Camp  Staff.  Potchbf- 

STROOM. 

Superintendent. — J.  Swart. 

Storekeeper. Slade. 

Clerk,  &c. Devine. 

„  E.  Levin. 

„        — Robertson. 
Medical  Officer. — Dr.  Dixon. 

„  Assistant. — Dr.  Bird. 

Dispenser. — C.  Wade.  f 

„  (Name  not  supplied.) 

Hospital  Matron. — Mrs,  Rogers. 
Nurse. — Nurse  Fletcher. 

„     (Probationer). — Miss  Fletcher. 
Relief  Matron. — Mrs.  Dacomb. 

„  Assistant. — Miss  Hollow. 

„  „  J,     Fountain. 

„  „  „     Meacock. 

„  „  „     Iversen. 

Chaplain. — Rev.  Murray. 


October  Monthly  Report. 

Potchefstroom. 
Concentration  Camps  Committee. —  On  the  1st  and  2nd'  October  this  camp  was 
visited  by  the  Ladies'  Committee.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  they  visited  the  camp  with 
the  Superintendent  and  made  a  thorough  inspection.  What  appeared  to  please  them 
most  was  the  soup  kitchen.  They  also  appeared  pleased  to  see  that  the  people  were 
being  served  with  fresh  vegetables. 

During  the  afternoon  a  visit  was  made  to  the  camp  gardens.  On  the  morning  of 
the  2nd  they  again  went  to  the  camp,  and  after  having  inspected  the  water  supply  and 
the  shambles,  the  morning  was  occupied  in  visiting  the  people  in  their  tents  and  later 
on  the  hospital  in  town.     The  ladies  in  the  afternoon  went  on  to  Elerksdorp. 

It  is  a  pity  this  visit  did  not  take  place  a  week  later,  as,  although  the  new  camp  was 
in  good  order,  all  the  finishing  touches  had  still  to  be  given  to  it  and  the  surroundings 
did  not  present  the  neat  and  clean  appearance  which  they  do  now. 

Accommodation. — The  question  of  finding  accommodation  ife  still  very  acute. 
Although  365  people  left  the  camp  during  the  month,  some  286  persons  were  brought  in 
during  the  same  period,  and  in  addition  to  this  some  100  people  on  the  ration  list  in  town 
have  been  moved  into  camp,  and  applications  are  being  daily  made  by  others  to  be 
allowed  to  follow,  the  houses  they  are  occupying  in  town  being  required  by  the  owners. 
Several  large  canvas  shelteis,  40  feet  by  16  feet,  have  been  made  during  the  month,  and 
some  others  are  now  in  the  course  of  construction. 

The  Health  of  the  Camp  has  certainly  improved,  and  with  the  assistance  of  four  new 
hospital  shelters  in  camp  it  should  continue  to  improve. 

Meat. — Fresh  meat  was  issued  only  to  the  hospital's  sick  and  soup  kitchen  during 
the  month.     The  stock  on  hand  is  very  poor,  and  the  supply  very  limited. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  after  the  rains  all  stock  will  rapidly  recover.  For  the  above 
reason,  tinned  meat  was  issued  to  the  refugees  during  the  month. 

School. — The  second  large  school,  66  feet  by  30  feet,  was  finished  early  in  the 
mcmth,  and  is  quite  filled. 

In  order  to  supply  additional  accommodation,  I  am  contemplating  putting  up  another 
building.     All  the  benches  and  desks  are  made  in  camp. 

Departures. — A  further  batch  of  292  persons  was  forwarded  to  Howick  on  the 
17th  .October.  All  the  families  went  away  very  quietly.  On  this  occasion  only  three 
wagons  of  the  military  were  required  to  remove  the  people  from  the  camp  to  the  station, 
the  balance  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  burgher  <;amps'  own  transport. 
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L^OTCHBP- 
JTROOM. 


The  Vamp  Matron  has  again  been  very  busy  in  distributing  clothing. 

Nurses. — The  four  new  nurses  duly  arrived  and  are  now  supplied  with  accommo- 
dation in  the  camp. 

Medical  Officer. — Dr.   Scheinessen   arrived  here  on  the  27th,  and  commenced  his 
duties  on  the  29th. 

Vegetables. — The  inmates  of  the  camp  have  had  a  ration  of  fresh  vegetables  every 
weefe  during  the  month  and  this  it  is  hoped  will  be  continued  during  the  summer  months. 

Fuel. — Early  in  the  month  the  wood  party  when  going  out  was  attacked.  It  was  a 
joint  party  composed  gf  military  and  burghers  from  this  camp.  The  camp  party  was 
fortunately  at  the  back  when  the  attack  took  place  and  retreated  at  once  with  the  result 
that  all  our  wagons  and  cattle  escaped.  One  boy  of  about  14  years  stayed  and  went 
away  with  the  enemy,  two  other  boys  were  captured,  but  were  allowed  to  return  later  on 
in  the  day.  The  whole  of  the  military  transport  was  taken.  We  lost  all  our  tools,  saws, 
axes  and  hatchets.  The  men  were  amongst  the  trees  at  the  time  of  the  attack  and  had  to 
make  a  ruti  for  it,  so  left  everything  behind  them.  This  little  affair  has  caused  a  great 
deal  of  inconvenience  as  no  wood  party  has  been  out  since  the  Ist  of  the  month,  though 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  send  one  out  to-day.  It  was  fortunate  that  there  was 
a  supply  in  hand,  which  carried  us  over  three  weeks.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  wood 
will  now  come  in  regularly  again. 

Supplies  have  not  been  coming  well  forward  this  last  month  and  there  is  at 
present  only  just  a  week's  supply  on  hand,  but  advices  have  been  received  that  there  is  a 
consignment  on  the  way.  Several  heavy  rain  storms  have  taken  place  during  the  month 
and  it  has  had  its  effect  on  some  of  the  older  tents.  During  one  night  alone  five  were 
destroyed,  these  being  literally  blown  to  pieces. 

J.  Swart, 
Superintendent 


TANDER- 
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STANDERTON. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Standerton,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Childien. 

Men. 

Women. 

niiilHmn 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals       

Births           

647 
33 

1,116 
100 

1,286 

124 

9 

Total         

— 

680 
49 

1,216 
66 

1,419 

Departnres 

Deaths          

40 
9 

42 
26 

52 

200 

Total         

— 

— 

— 

252 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901      ... 

631 

1,148 

1,167 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 


Women. 


Childien. 


Week  ending  October  4, 1901 
»»  >»     ■••J.     „ 

j»  »     lo      >» 

»»  i»     25     „ 


37 
41 


9 

17 
116 
127 


24» 
2b* 

257 

247 


*  Severe  cases  only* 
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Deaths. 


Men. 

Women. 

Cliildien. 

Under  1  month 

— 

— 

3 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

— 

— 

37 

„        1  year  and  12  years 

— 

165 

„      12  years  and  40    „        

8 

23 

— 

„      40     „      „    50    „        

—  ■ 

3 

— 

50     „      „    over          

1 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

26 

205 

Number 

OP  Deaths  under 

Heads  op 

Causes. 

Measles        

171 

Diarrhcea 

7 

Confinement 

2 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Whooping  Cough   ... 

13 
20 

Syncope     

Convulsions 

1 
4 

Enteric       

Marasmus 

6 

7 

Enteritis       

Croup           

4 

1 

Dentition 

Rheumatic  Fever  ..• 

1 
2 

Broncho- 
Pneumonia 

1 

Frank  Winfield, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camps  Department — Standerton  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — F.  Winfield. 
Storekeeper. — C.  Machell. 
Clerk.— C.  C.  Idle. 

„         R.  McLeod. 
Medical  Officer. — Dr.  Pearce. 

Assistant. — Dr.  Lilienfeld. 
„         to  Mr.  Howard, 
Dispenser. — R.  Watkins. 

„  —  Workman. 

Hospital  Matiron.— Mrs.  Barratt. 
Nurse. — Mrs.  WolC 
J  J  ^j     j^iSLer. 

„         Miss  Pittway. 
Probationers. — 15. 
Relief  Matron. — Mrs.  Stephens. 

Assistant. — Mrs.  Ligt. 

Walker. 


?? 


jj 
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Monthly  Report,  October,  1901. 

Standerton. 
Arrangements  for  Treatment  of  Sick. — Since  writing  my  last  report  our  medical 
-officers  and  myself  have  decided  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  entire  camp 
to  ground  of  a  much  higher  elevation  than  the  old  site,  consequently  the  hospital 
site  formerly  selected  will  now  be  used  only  for  the  dispensing  of  medicines  to  out- 
patients and  for  the  issue  of  milk  and  soup.  One  of  the  buildings  situated  there  will 
be  occupied  by  a  medical  officer,  one  dispenser,  and  some  of  the  trained  nurses. 
When  this  site    was   selected   by    me   for   a   hospital   area   it    was   then  the   highest 
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Standbr-  elevation  of  any  in  the  camp,  whereas  since  removing  the  camp  it  is  now  the  lowest 
'^^'  I  had  an  interview  with  the  Ueneral  Officer  Commanding  the  district,  when  I  asked  him 

for  a  grant  of  ground  at  a  high  elevation  for  the  hospital  area,  and  the  only  ground 
available  included  the  space  upon  which  the  blockhouse  stood,  containing  troops. 
The  General  Officer  Commanding  after  some  delay  consented  to  grant  my  request,  and 
to  build  a  new  blockhouse  some  400  yards  distant  from  the  old  one,  and  into  which 
he  has  now  removed  his  men. 

The  Commandant  of  the  town  has  allowed  us  the  use  of  the  old  blockhouse,  as  it 
could  not  well  be  removed,  and  this  building  will  be  found  very  useful  to  the  hospital 
matron  for  the  drying  of  linen,  &c.,  during  wet  weather. 

A  new  kitchen,  linen  room,  latrines,  &c.,  have  been  erected  in  the  new  hospital  area, 
also  a  cremator  at  some  200  yards  distance  from  the  wire  fencing  outside — this  is  for 
destroying  the  typhoid  germs  in  the  excreta  from  enteric  patients.  The  committees  ior 
visiting  the  sick  in  their  tents  are  doing  the  usual  work.  The  camp  matron  and  her  stafl 
visit  daily  from  tent  to  tent,  and  report  all  cases  of  sickness  and  needy  persons. 

I  much  regret  having  to  report  a  very  heavy  death  rate  for  the  month,  chiefly  due  to 
the  measles  epidemic,  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  but  I  trust  that  during  the  ensuing 
month  the  number  of  deaths  will  be  greatly  reduced,  as  the  epidemic  appears  to  have 
worn  itself  out. 

We  have,  unfortunately,  still  the  enteric  to  contend  with,  and  in  a  few  cases 
diphtheria.  We  are,  however,  doing  our  utmost  to  fight  these  scourges,  and  how  fer 
the  medical  officers  and  their  staff  will  succeed  remains  to  be  seen, 

I  beg  to  enclose  herewith  the  Principal  Medical  Officer's  report  for  the  month, 
addressed  to  myself,  for  your  perusal,  to  which  is  attached  a  detailed  list  of  causes  of 
deaths,  and  which  may  be  of  interest  to  you. 

Hospital  Staff. — The  hospital  staff  now  consists  of  Dr.  Pearce  (P.M.O.),  Dr.  Lilien- 
feld.  Dr.  Howard,  assistant  to  Drs.  Pearce  and  Lillienfeld  ;  the  matron,  Mrs.  Barratt ; 
two  dispensers,  Mr.  Watkins  and  Mr.  Workman  ;  three  trained  English  nurses, 
Mrs.  Wolf,  Mrs.  Lister,  and  Miss  Pittoway,  and  15  girl  probationers  (refugees)  and 
some  natives.     This  staff  well  handled  should  be  quite  adequate  for  all  present  needs. 

Medical  Comforts. — The  usual  medical  comforts  have  been  issued  during  the  month, 
as  recommended  by  the  medical  officers,  and  without  stint.  These  consisted  of  milk, 
brandy,  port  wine,  meat  extract,  arrowroot,  cornflower,  cocoa,  biscuits,  butter,  Quaker 
oats,  tapioca,  tea,  rice,  Benger's  food,  patent  barley,  oatmeal,  &c.  A  special  daily  issue  of 
diluted  condensed  milk  is  still  being  made  to  all  young  children,  old  and  sickly  people. 

Public  Worship. — Pending  the  arrival  of  a  camp  chaplain  to  attend  to  the  spiritual 
welfere  of  the  refugees,  the  Rev.  Theunissen  has  been  helping  in  this  work,  but  he 
informs  me  that  owing  to  the  increase  of  sickness  in  Standerton,  he  is  no  longer  able  to 
undertake  these  duties,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  the  arrival  of  a  resident  chaplain  will 
be  at  no  far  distant  date.  It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  our  j)eople  if  some  large  building, 
suitable  for  holding  service  in,  could  be  erected,  but  as  the  cost  of  this  would  be  con- 
siderable, the  school  marquees  and  tents  are  being  used  for  that  purpose.  These  are, 
however,  too  small  to  accommodate  the  whole  of  the  people  on  a  rainy  day,  and  there 
being  only  one  officiating  pastor,  di\dne  service  can  only  be  held  in  one  tent  or  marquee 
at  a  time. 

Distribution  of  Clothing^  (J-c. — During  the  month  the  following  goods  have  been 
issued  by  the  Camp  Matron  : — From  the  Rev.  Theunissen,  three  rolls  flannellette.  From  the 
Netherlands  Relief  Committee,  Capetown,  two  cases  underclothing,  one  case  dress 
material,  one  case  ready  made  dresses,  400  blankets,  50  pairs  boots,  200  pairs  stockings, 
five  layettes,  seven  tins  golden  syrup,  one-and-half  cases  milk,  two  cases  dates,  four 
bottles  castor  oil,  two  cases  candles,  12  packets  mazena,  three  tins  cocoa,  three  tins  tea, 
five  tins  jam,  one  box  biscuits,  one  case  men's  clothing.  From  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment 10  buckets,  10  milk  cans,  20  kettles,  10  chambers,  and  nine  pairs  boots.  Every 
deserving  case,  as  fitr  as  I  know,  has  received  relief  in  proportion  to  the  needs. 

Condition  of  People  arriving  in  Camp. — A  batch  of  about  65  brought  in  by  a 
Mobile  Column  from  Greylingstad  arrived  in  a  very  poverty  stricken  condition.  They 
received  prompt  relief  according  to  their  requirements,  and  they  appear  now  quite  settled 
down  to  the  camp  life. 

School  Accommodation. — The  acconunodation  is  the  same  as  last  reported  by  me. 
The  attendance  has  not  been  good,  but  this  was  unavoidable  on  account  of  the  laige 
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amount   of   sickness   prevailing  amongst  the  infantile  population  of  the  camp.     I  am  Standkr- 
anxiously  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  we  shall  arrive  at  the  normal  conditions,  and  '^^^• 
when  the  camp  will  resume  its  former  healthy  state  of  two  months  since. 

Sanitary  Arrangements. — These  are  under  the  charge  of  a  Refugee  Overseer,  who  is 
assisted  by  a  staff  of  white  refugees  and  natives.  Every  preaiution  possible  under  the 
conditions  is  being  taken  to  make  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  as  perfect  as  possible, 
and  after  the  erection  of  the  new  latrines,  and  when  the  bucket  sanitary  system  has  been 
adopted,  I  do  not  think  that  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Standerton  camp  will  have 
much  to  be  desired.  I  am  only  awaiting  now  the  arrival  of  the  necessary  timber  and 
iron  for  these  buildings,  which  has  been  on  order  for  some  time.  Disinfectants  are  being 
freely  used  ;  this  is  a  heavy  item  in  the  expenditure,  as  the  present  trench  system  of 
latrines  consumes  much  chloride  of  lime,  &c.,  to  keep  the  latrines  and  pits  in  a  sanitary 
condition. 

Transport.  — I  have  to  report  that  the  Transport  Service  is  still  weak,  but  we  are 
doing  our  best  with  the  material  on  hand.  I  hope  to  greatly  improve  this  department 
at  no  distant  date.  The  local  military  transport  helps  us  when  they  can,  but  this  is  not 
very  often,  as  all  their  available  transport  and  mules  in  good  condition  are  continually 
being  swallowed  up  by  the  great  number  of  mobile  columns  passing  through  Standertou 
to  be  equipped.  I  would  suggest  to  you,  as  being  the  best  method  to  overcome  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  regard  to  obtaining  sufficient  transport,  to  purchase  two  spans, 
each  consisting  of  ten  or  twelve  good  sound  strong  mules,  and  two  light  and  strong  mule 
wagons.  If  we  had  these  and  a  sufficient  supply  of  crushed  mealies  to  feed  the  mules  on 
during  the  night,  we  could  overcome  all  the  difficulties  at  present  experienced  in  regard 
to  transport  with  the  horses  at  present  being  employed  in  the  camp,  even  excluding  the 
bullocks  we  have,  which  are  unfortunately  in  too  poor  a  condition  to  be  of  any  real 
service  as  transport  animals. 

Accommodation. — I  have  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  refugees  at  present  in 
camp,  but  in  view  of  others  andving  by  the  columns,  I  have  ordered  some  more  bell  tents 
to  form  a  reserve  in  case  of  emergency,  as  on  no  account  is  it  desirable  to  have  the  tents 
overcrowded.  Many  of  the  old  tents  which  had  been  discarded  are  now  being  repaired, 
and  these  will  also  be  needed. 

Camp  Extension. — As  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  the  camp  has  been  extended  and 
all  the  tents  will  be  removed  to  this  new  area.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  transport,  the 
shifting  of  the  camp  is  not  progressing  as  quickly  as  I  should  wish,  and  the  wet  weather 
has  also  hindered  the  movement  considerably,  but  the  greater  part  of  the  camp  has 
already  been  pitched  on  the  new  ground,  and  the  good  effects  of  the  change  have  already 
shown  themselves,  the  death  rate  being  considerably  reduced.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
forward  you  a  photograph  of  the  new  camp  when  completed. 

Stores. — The  supply  of  stores  that  have  arrived  during  the  month  has  been  sufficient 
for  all  requirements,  and  the  quality  of  the  goods  received  has  been  the  best. 

Fuel. — The  coal  arriving  during  the  month  has  been  ample  for  the  requirements  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  camp.  Firewood  has  not  been  coming  forward  with  quite  the 
usual  regularity,  and  owing  to  the  amount  of  sickness  in  camp  I  have  requisitioned  for 
an  extra  truck  load  or  two  (if  available)  in  addition  to  our  usual  supply.  This  firewood 
U  needed  for  the  cooking  and  heating  of  medical  comforts  of  sick  and  convalescent 
refugees,  living  in  their  tents  and  out  of  hospital. 

Water. — This  is  being  boiled  in  the  tanks  for  drinking  purposes,  and  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  new  tanks  on  order,  sufficient  boiled  water  can  be  issued  for  drinking 
purposes  of  the  entire  population  of  the  camp.  The  water  schemes  I  have  already 
submitted  to  you  ;  if  it  could  be  arranged  to  adopt  the  one  recommended,  I  think  the 
water  supply  would  be  adequate  and  up-to-date.  I  am  awaiting  your  reply  to  my  letter 
re  this  matter  before  taking  action. 

Climate. — The  weather  during  the  month,  toward  the  latter  end  especially,  has  been 
very  stormy  and  heavy  rains  have  fallen.  On  the  night  of  the  30th  October  a  very 
severe  storm  passed  over  this  camp  causing  considerable  damage.  About  150  bell  tents 
(newly  pitched)  and  10  marquees  were  blown  to  the  ground,  poles  and  ropes  being 
sinashed  by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  but  I  am  glad  to  report  that  fortunately  no  one  was 
seriously  hurt.  This  storm  caused  a  deal  of  extra  work  to  rectify  the  damage  done 
by  it. 
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Standbr  Buildings. — The  new  buildings   mentioned   in  my  last  report  are  yet  incomplete, 

'^^^'  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  the  necessary  timber,  &c.,  advised  to  arrive.     IT pon  the  receipt 

of  these  materials  the  buildings  will  not  take  long  to  complete.     In  concluding  my  report 

I  wish  to  state  that  both   the   military  and   civil   authorities   here   have   assisted  me 

whenever  possible. 

F.  WiNFIBLD, 

Acting  Superintendent. 


Medical  Report,  October,  1901. 

Standerton. 
I  BEG  to  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Medical  report  for  the  Burgher 
Camp,  Standerton,  for  the  month  of  October,  1901. 

I  regret  very  much  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  on  the  whole  it  is  most  unsatisbctoiT. 
The  deaths  have  been  far  greater  than  what  they  have  been  in  any  previous  month  since 
the  Camp  has  been  formed.  In  September  the  nmnber  of  deaths  was  136,  and  this  month 
240.  During  both  these  months  the  principal  cause  of  the  great  number  of  deaths  was 
due  to  an  epidemic  of  measles  of  a  very  severe  and  malignant  form,  together  with  it? 
various  complications,  which  has  practically  run  right  through  the  camp,  scarcely  a  tent 
escaping  without  having  one  or  more  of  its  inmates  attacked. 

I  beg  to  enclose  a  list  of  the  various  causes  of  the  deaths,  and  from  it  you  will  see 
that  by  far  the  greater  number  have  taken  place  from  measles  with  complications,  178. 
You  will  also  observe  the  great  number  of  children  that  have  succumbed.  Out  of  the  240 
there  were  no  less  than  205,  and  of  this  number  154  died  from  measles  and  complications 
By  children  I  mean  those  under  twelve  years  of  age. 

On  the  1st  October  there  were  3,049  people  in  the  camp,  made  up  as  follows  :  647 
men,  1,116  women,  and  1,286  children. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  October  1st  to  31st  was  240,  made  up  as  follows  :— 
nine  men,  26  women,  and  205  children.     Causes  of  death  as  per  the  enclosed  list. 

The  measles  epidemic  has,  I  am  very  glad  to  say,  very  nearly  worn  itself  out,  and 
during  the  ensuing  month  I  trust  and  hope  that  the  death  rate  caused  by  this  disease  will 
be  greatly  lessened.  There  are  still  a  great  number  of  children  in  camp  who  are  under 
treatment  for  broncho-pneumonia  secondary  to  measles. 

I  regret  to  state  that  during  the  past  month  several  cases  of  enteric  have  come  under 
my  notice,  contracted,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  the  camp,  and  caused  by  drinking  the  river 
water,  and  the  unhealthy  state  of  a  certain  section  of  the  camp.  I  immediately  advised 
the  shifting  of  this  section  of  the  camp  to  a  new  site.  This  was  immediately  taken  in 
hand,  and,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  has  nearly  been  completed. 

Since  the  camp  has  been  changed  several  cases  of  enteric  have  been  brought  to  my 
notice,  but  in  every  case  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  disease  was  contracted  in  the 
old  camp. 

On  the  31st  October  I  had  29  cases  of  enteric  in  the  hospital,  and  there  are 
14  suspicious  cases  in  the  camp  still  under  observation. 

I  am  anticipating  an  epidemic  of  enteric,  and  we  are  now  doing  our  utmost  to  cope 
with  it  in  its  initial  stages. 

A  new  hospital  site  has  been  chosen  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  blockhouse  ,aud 
in  my  opinion  a  better  spot  could  not  be  chosen,  as  it  is  situated  very  high  and  overlooks 
the  whole  of  the  camp.  I  am  hoping  to  be  able  to  shift  my  hospital  during  the  next 
week,  and  when  there  I  hope  to  be  able  to  accommodate  at  least  60  patients.  At  present, 
I  have  only  40  beds,  quite  inadequate  for  the  amount  of  sickness  in  camp. 

During  the  past  month  the  hospital  staff  has  been  increased  by  one  medical  officer^ 
Dr.  Lilienfeld,  one  dispenser  and  three  trained  nurses. 

F.  Pearce, 

Medical  Officer, 
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Burgher  Camp  Standbrton. 
Detailed  Causes  of  Deaths.— Octobbr  1st  to  31st.— Number  op  Deaths  243. 


StAndbu- 

TON. 


DiseBBe. 


Measles       

Measles,  Broncho-Pneumonia 

Measles,  Pertussis  

Measles,  Convulsions      

Measles,  Pertussis,  Pneumonia 

Measles,  Diarrhcea  ^< 

Measles,  Pneumonia,  Acute  Laryngitis 

Measles,  Pertussis,  Laryngitis 

Measles,  Follicular  Tonsilitls 

Measles,  Dentition  

Measles,  Enteritis 

Measles,  Diarrhoea,  Convulsions 

Measles,  Confinement     

Pneumonia  

Marasmus  ... 

Pertussis 

Convulsions  •••         

Pneumonia  Convulsions 

Confinement  

Enteric         ...         ...         ...         ••• 

Pertussis,  Pneumonia      

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis      

Dentition,  Diarrhoea        

Pertussis,  Convulsions 

Enteritis,  Cardiac  Debility         

Pertussis,  Diarrhoea         

Rheumatic  Fever 

Acute  Laryngitis 

Enteric  Pneumonia         

Byncope      

t^neumonia,  Acute  Laryngitis 


Men. 


Women. 


4 

11 


I 

3 


1 
2 


26 


Children. 


24 

97 

18 

2 

8 

2 


4 
4 

1 


3 
6 
4 
2 
4 

1 

1 
I 
1 


»)7 


Note. — By  mistake  two  deaths  which  occurred  on  the  30th  September  have  been  included  in  this 
return.  Both  were  of  children  and  the  cause  was  in  either  case  Measles  followed  by  Broncho-pneu- 
Siaonia.  Thus  the  number  of  children  whose  deaths  are  recorded  under  this  head  is  9^  instead  of  97, 
ftnd  the  total  is  241  instead  of  243. 
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VEREENIGING. 

Statistical  Rbtubn  for  Burgher  Camp,  Vereenigikg  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Cluldia. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

ArrivalB        

Births           

183 
5 

333 
2 

454 

4 
2 

Total         

— 

— 

—   , 

188 
4 

335 
28 

460 

Departures 

Deaths         

2 
2 

27 

1 

41 
5 

Total 

— 

— 

46 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901       ... 

184 

307 

414 

Sick  in  Ca.mp. 


Men. 

Women. 

GhfldicL 

Week  ending  October  4, 1901 

,9                                   99           11            »             •••                  •••                  ...                  •••                  •••                  ••• 

„                     „       lo       „        ...           ••• 

9«                                     99            ^0            „ 

6 
5 

7 
9 

14 
22 
11 
35 

20 
22 
23 
21 

Deaths. 


Men. 

Women 

(TliiMmL 

Under  1  month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  and  12  years 

„     40  years  „    50    „        

50     „      „    over          

2 

1 

1 
3 

1 

Total       

2 

1 

5 

Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Dysentery  . 
Convulsions. 
Enteric 


1 
1 
1 


Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Nephritis    ... 

Teething    


1 
1 
2 


Senile  Decay 


BuHTox  Tucker, 

Camp  Superintttident 
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Burgher  Camps  Department. — ^Vereeniging  Camp  Staff.  Verbb- 

NIGTKG. 

Superintendent. — Burton  Tucker. 
Storekeeper. — ^W.^  H.  Bates. 
Clerk,  &c. — G.  F.  Rogerson. 
Medical  Officer. — Dr.  Marshall. 
*  Dispenser. —    —    Leigh. 

„  Andrew  Wright. 

Hospital  Matron. — Sister  Hannah. 
Nurse. — Sister  Moore. 
Probationers. — ^Four. 
Relief  Matron. — Mrs.  Stillwell. 
Probationers. —        — 
Chaplin. — ^Reverend  Burger. 


Vereeniging. — 'Monthly  Report,  October,  1901. 

I  b^  to  report  for  the  month  as  follows : — 

Mortality. — ^You  wiU  see  from  the  doctor's  report,  attached,  that  the  number  of 
deaths  for  this  month  is  only  eight,  compared  with  forty  for  September. 

Visiting  Committee. — ^The  Committee  of  Visiting  Women  are  now  doing  excellent 
work  under  the  Camp  Matron,  Nurse  Hannah. 

Relief. — ^The  Relief  Matron  has  distributed  70  yards  flannelette,  24  boys'  caps, 
31  pair  boots,  31  pair  stockings,  62  parcels  second-hand  clothing,  114  yards  print,  31 
yards  shirting,  69  yards  corduroy,  and  a  large  amount  of  needles,  cotton,  buttons  and 
tape,  and  most  of  this  material  was  supplied  by  the  Women  and  Children's  Relief  from 
Cape,  per  Mr.  Schultz.  The  people  now  in  camp  are  now  well  supplied  with  cloth- 
ing, &c. 

Hospitals. — ^The  Hospital  Staflf  consists  of  one  doctor,  two  trained  nurses,  four 
probationers,  one  dispenser,  one  day  and  one  night  orderly. 

Medical  Comforts  were  issued  as  follows : — 

1,508  tins  milk,  69  bottles  brandy,  33  bottles  port  wine,  1  bottle  champagne,  60 
pots  meat  extract,  32  lbs.  sago,  32  lbs.  arrowroot,  60  lbs.  pearl  barley,  21  botUes  Mellins' 
food,  24  pots  boviil,  52  packets  quaker  oats,  39  lbs.  maizena,  31  lbs.  tea,  56  lbs.  candles, 
25  lbs.  biscuits,  16  lbs.  compressed  vegetables. 

Church. — ^The  schoolroom  and  two  store  tents  are  being  used  as  places  of  Worship. 
A  Dutch  Reformed  Minister,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Burgers,  is  the  camp  Chaplin. 

School. — The  school  accommodation  consists  of  an  iron  building,  36  by  24  feet, 
and  two  store  tents.  Desks  and  forms  were  made  during  the  last  month  by  men  in  the 
camp. 

The  school  staff  consists  of  one  qualified  teacher  and  four  lady  assistants  obtained 
from  the  camp.  The  maximum  attendance  at  school  during  October  is  264.  The 
children  are  getting  on  very  well,  and  there  is  a  marked  change  in  the  dress  and  clean- 
liness of  the  children  since  the  school  was  opened. 

Sanitation. — ^The  sanitary  arrangements  are  the  ordinary  pail  system,  with  a 
stool  destructor  for  the  ho^ital. 

All  rubbish  is  carted  about  two  miles  away. 

Poyntdns\ — ^Messrs.  Poynton  Bros.'  store  has  been,  and  is,  of  great  assistance  in 
supplying  the  people  of  the  camp  with  clothing,  groceries,  &c. 

Water. — There  is  now  one  water-tank  boiler  in  fuU  work,  and  two  more  in  course 
of  erection,  and  when  these  two  are  built  up,  no  water  but  what  has  passed  tlurougb 
the  boilers  will  be  supplied  to  the  inmates  of  the  camp,  and  I  consider  that  three  boilers 
will  be  ample  to  supply  all  the  people  here. 
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7ERBB-  With  regard  to  a  water  scheme,  Mr.  Goodwin  has  made  a  report  as  to  the  best 

^iGi5G.       ^a^y  Qf  supplying  this  camp  with  pure  water,  and  this  will  be  submitted  to  yon  as  soon 
as  the  General  Officer  Commanding  here  has  given  his  consent  to  it. 

Police. — The  Police  in  this  camp  are  selected  from  among  the  inmates,  and  are 
doing  good  work. 

Sports  are  freely  indulged  in.  Croquet,  cricket,  and  quoits  are  beiiig  played 
every  afternoon. 

A  programme  of  Sports  is  dralvn  out  to  take  place  on  the  9th  November,  over  £20 
being  subscribed  locally  for  distributing  as  prizes. 

The  Ladies  Visiting  Committee  came  to  see  the  camp  on  the  22nd  October,  and, 
I  believe,  were  satisfied  with  the  general  state  of  the  camp. 
Generally  everything  is  going  on  satisfactorily. 

Burton  Tucker, 

Superintendent 


Medical  Report,  October,  1901. 


Veareeniging. 
I  beg  to  submit  the  monthly  report  for  October.  The  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
eamp  remain  good.  The  water  supply  at  present  is  the  same  as  in  the  last  report,  hut 
two  more  water  tanks  have  arrived,  and  when  these  are  built  in,  it  will  be  possible  to 
supply  the  inhabitants  of  the  camp  with  boiled  water  only;  this  is  an  important  point, 
owing  to  the  approach  of  the  Enteric  fever  season. 

The  health  of  the  camp  during  the  month  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  advent  of  the 
hot  weather,  the  nmnber  of  cases  in  the  camp  would  have  been  very  small  indeed. 

The  number  of  cases  in  the  camp  each  week  during  the  month  was  as  follows:— 

Week  ending  October  4th,  40. 

Week  ending   October  11th,  49. 

Week  ending  October  18th,  41. 

Week  ending  October  25th,  65. 

There  were  30  admissions  to  hospital  during  the  month,  including  five  cases  of 
Enteric.  During  the  same  period  there  were  33  discharges  and  6  deaths  in  hospital. 
These  were  as  follows : — 

Dentition,  3. 

Camp  fever,  1. 

Senile  decay,  1. 

Nephritis,  1. 

And  two  deaths  in  camp. 

We  have  been  very  short  of  disinfectants,  these  have  been  requisitioned  for  some 
time  ago,  but  have  not  yet  arrived. 

A  small  brick  room  has  to  be  built  for  disinfecting  mattresses,  sheets,  &c.,  used 
by  Enteric  patients.  The  bricks  are  being  made  now  for  titis  purpose,  and  a  supply  of 
sulphur  is  expected. 

The  destructor  used  for  hospital  stools  is  in  good  working  order,  and  the  latrines 
are  clean. 

I  consider  that  the  general  conditions  are  very  satisfactory,  and  the  Burghers  are 
perfectly  contented. 

P.  Marshall, 

Medical  Officer. 
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VOLKSRUST. 

Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Camp,  Volksrust,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Sick  in  Camp. 


Volks- 
rust. 


Men. 

Women. 

ChUdxen. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

Arrivals        

Births           

692 
20 

2,271 

100 

2,127 
147 
18      ' 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

712 
27 

2,371 
11 

2,292 

Departures 

Deaths          

25 
2 

5 

6 

15 
38 

Total           

— 

— 

— 

53 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901       ... 

685 

2.360 

2,239 

Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


Week  ending  October  4,  1901 

99  >f  '«5  „ 


200 
194 
173 
127 


Dbaths. 


- 

Men. 

'    Women. 

Children. 

Under  1  month     

... 

— 

— 

5 

Between  1  month  and  1  year    ... 



— 

— 

12 

„       1  year  and  12  yeiars     ... 



— 

— 

21 

,     12  years  and  40   „ 



— 

6 

— 

50     „      „    over 



2 

— 

— 

Total   ... 

2 

6 

38 

Measles        

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 
Asthenia      

Child-birth 


NuMBBR  OF  Deaths  under  Heads  of  Causes. 


Diarrhoea 

Enteric       

Puerperal 

Septicemia 


4 
4 

9 


Dysentery 
Marasmus 
Pertussis 


4 
4 
6 


Geo.  Max  King, 

Camp  Superintendent. 
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R???^"       ^i«'  Burgher  Camp,  Volksrust,  November  1, 1901. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  month  of  October. 

During  the  month  there  have  been  twenty-five  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  115 
cases  of  Dysentery.  .     u  iw 

Whooping  Cough  and  Diarrhoea  are  still  very  prevalent. 
There  have  been  no  fresh  cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia. 
A  marked  decrease  in  the  death  rate  has  taken  place. 
The  sanitarj^  condition  of  the  camp  is  good.  ■ 

The  objection  which  patients  (and  their  friends)  had  to  going  into  hospital  dm 
mg  tile  earlier  months  of  the  Ufe  of  this  camp,  has  much  lessened:  in  some  cas^ 
patients  ask  to  be  admitted. 

I  am,  &c., 

RiCHABD  Hamilton, 

rn.    o        •  ^     J     .  Senior  Medical  Officer. 

The  Supermtendent. 


Burgher  Camps  Department. 

Volksrust  Camp  Staff. 

Superintendent. — Geo.  M.  King. 

Storekeeper. — J.  Morris. 

Clerk. — ^A.  J.  Grahame. 

Medical  Officer.— Dr.  R.  Hamilton. 

Medical  Officer's  Assistant. — ^Dr.  Craster. 

Dispenser. — ^F.  Cathcart. 

Hospital  Matron. — Miss  Bartmann. 

Nurse. — ^Miss  Grordon. 

Probationers. 

Relief  Matron. — Mrs.  A.  M.  Pate. 
Relief  Matron's  Assistant. — Miss  Pitt. 
Relief  Matron's  Assistant. — Miss  Gover. 


Report. 

Volksrust,  October,  1901. 

Health  of  the  Camf. — I  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  a  further  improvement 
in  the  health  of  the  Camp  during  the  last  month,  as  is  shovm  by  the  report  of  the 
Medical  Officer,  w^hich  I  enclose  herewith,  and  by  the  w^eekly  reports  sent  you  of  the 
number  of  deaths.  The  camp  has  also  much  improved  in  cleanlmess,  and  the  people 
give  less  trouble  in  carrj^ing  out  the  Regulations. 

This  change,  however,  has  not  been  effected  without  strict  and  regular  super- 
vision day  and  night,  in  which  the  Camp  Police  have  proved  of  great  assistance,  and 
whose  services  for  that  purpose  alone  fully  justify  their  employment. 

Bath  Rooms. — ^We  have  pitched  the  six  square  tents  provided  for  this  puipose, 
three  in  section  "  E,'*  for  the  use  of  men,  three  in  section  "  A,"  for  the  use  of  women 
and  girls.  They  are  conveniently  close  to  standpipes,  which  gives  easy  access  to  water 
and  not  too  far  from  the  limits  of  the  camp,  so  as  to  allow  the  soapy  water  being  carried 
off  by  drains.    Two  women  have  been  appointed  as  oaretakers,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
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regulate  iJie  use  of  soap  and  towels,  wliioh  we  provide,  and  to  attend  to  the  washing  of  Volks- 
the  small  boys  and  girls.  ^^®'^- 

yew  Arrivals, — Over  200  refugees  have  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month  been 
brought  into  camp  by  various  colunms  from  the  Districts  of  Ermelo,  Uitrecht,  and 
Waktestrom.  They  were,  most  of  them,  in  a  very  filthy  and  destitute  condition,  and 
altogether  a  most  imdesirable  lot.  We  have  been  very  busy  providing  them  with 
blankets,  kitchen  utensils,  and  as  far  as  possible  with  shoes,  kartels,  and  clothes,  and 
hope  soon  to  get  them  comfortably  settled. 

Buildings. — We  utilised  the  surplus  iron  and  wood  after  completion  of  stores, 
together  with  doors,  windows,  old  iron  and  wood  of  the  old  ration  store  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  building  and  a  kitchen.  The  former  is  divided  into  two  compartments,  one 
of  which  is  used  as  a  store-room  for  camp  implements  and  disinfectants,  the  other 
as  a  workshop  for  shoemakers.  The  kitchen  has  been  built  close  to  the  dispensary, 
in  which  to  boil  the  milk  issued  daily  to  those  who  most  need  it. 

Industries,  etc. — Nine  shoemakers  have  been  employed  for  about  a  fortnight,  the 
rate  of  pay  being  as  follows: — one  pair  of  'boots  out  of  every  three  pair  madey  one 
pair  out  of  every  ten  repaired ;  we  providing  materials  and  tools.  They  seem  perfectly 
satisfied  with  tne  arrangement,  and  between  the  20th  and  31st  October,  43  pairs  of 
boots  have  been  made,  and  85  pairs  repaired.  From  three  to  five  carpenters  have 
been  at  work  duringthe  month,  erecting  the  above-mentioned  buildings  and  manu- 
facturing school  furniture,  tables,  kartels,  and  cofl5ns. 

Numbers  of  men  have  obtained  employment  in  the  town  of  Volksrust,  a  few  at 
Charlestown,  with  builders,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  bricklayers.  A  few  have  been 
employed  as  clerks  in  local  stores,  while  large  niunbers  have  enlisted  in  diflEerent 
Volimteer  Corps.  With  the  number  who  are  employed  by  us,  and  the  number  who 
are  gardening,  there  are  now  few  idle  men  in  the  camp. 

Gardening. — The  success  attending  our  experiment  in  gardening  has  far  exceeded 
my  expectations.  I  am  referring  now  to  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  taken  up 
by  the  refugees.  Ultimate  results  have  yet  to  be  seen.  The  ground  previously 
reported  as  enclosed  has  all  been  alloted,  du^,  and  planted.  The  ground  (450  yards 
by  60)  has  been  well  manured,  our  wagons  having  ridden  on  the  manure.  It  is  enclosed 
with  a  double  barbed  wire  fence  with  only  one  entry  from  the  camp,  the  gate  being 
locked  every  night.  Each  holder  has  a  plot  of  ground,  30  yards  by  15,  and  is  provided 
with  a  ticket  signed  by  the  Superintendent  granting  him  permission  to  the  enclosure 
during  working  hours.  This  precaution  we  were  bound  to  take,  as  it  would  be  unvdse 
to  admit  any  but  workers  and  owners  of  the  plots.  As  we  had  not  sufficient  ground 
to  supply  the  demand,  I  again  .approached  the  Military  Authorities,  and  the  Eoyal 
Engineers  have  just  finished  enclosing  another  piece  of  ground,  also  adjoining  the  camp, 
which  will  be  worked  on  the  same  principle.  The  refugees  vdU  be  allowed  .to  use 
and  sell  all  the  vegetables  and  crops  raised ;  seed  is  provided  free  to  those  who  cannot 
afford  to  buy,  the  only  stipulation  being  that  if  successful  in  their  labours,  they  shall 
refund  the  cost  of  the  spades. 

Camp  Matron. — ^I  enclose  Camp  Matron's  returns  for  the  month  of  October,  by 
which  you  will  see  that  a  fair  amount  of  work  has  been  done.  Four  English  girls 
arrived  from  Natal  about  the  middle  of  the  monfh  to  assist  the  Camp  Matron.  Of 
these  one,  I  regret  to  state,  proved  totally  unsuitable,  and  I  was  obliged  to  send  her 
back.  One  has  been  taken  on  as  a  hospital  probationer,  having  had  previous  experi- 
ence in  nursing.  We  have  retained  the  best  of  the  Boer  women  and  girls  previously 
employed,  and  they  are  now  doing  their  work  much  more  satisfactorily  than  at  first. 

Camp  Hospital. — ^Nurse  Walsh,  Matron  of  the  Camp  Hospital,  has  left  us  to  ioin 
the  Military  Hospital  at  Johannesburg.  Her  place  for  the  present  is  being  supplied 
by  Miss  Gordon,  the  lady  above  referred  to  as  having  been  transferred  from  the  staff 
of  the  Camp  Matron.  She  seems  very  energetic  and  capable,  and  vnll,  I  think,  manage 
weU  pending  the  arrival  of  the  new  matron. 

There  are  very  few  patients  in  the  Camp  Hospital  at  present,  but  with  the 
approach  of  summer  months  we  may  expect  an  increase  of  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  pos- 
sibly an  epidemic  of  enteric.  The  tovm  Hospital  is  next  to  full,  and  we  must  keep 
them  both  going  in  case  of  emergencies. 
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Education. — I  have  again  to  report  satisfactorily  on  the  progress  of  the  schods. 
The  attendance  has  increased  very  rapidly  during  the  last  month,  the  number  now  on 
the  roll  being  1,107,  shoTdng  an  increase  since  the  SOth  September  of  359 ;  the  average 
attendance  for  the  month  being  951. 

The  children  appear  to  be  very  healthy  and  happy,  and  on  the  whole  decently  dad, 
numbers  having  been  supplied  with  boots  and  some  with  clothes  by  the  Camp  Matron, 
which  were  provided  by  the  Reverend  Knobel  from  funds  sent,  I  beheve,  from 
Holland.  The  number  of  teachers  has  been  increased  to  17,  and  the  head  teacher 
reports  favourably  upon  the  conduct  and  progress  of  the  children.  As  we  now  haTe 
five  marquees  in  addition  to  the  three  canvas  shelters  erected  just  outside  the  camp,  ve 
intend  enclosing  the  ground,  roughly  100  yards  square,  which  will  leave  room  for  a 
playground  and  a  small  comer  for  a  garden.  A  gate  leading  into  the  enclosure  from 
the"  camp  will  be  kept  locked  at  night.  The  Royal  Engineers  have  promised  to  do  this 
work  for  us  as  soon  as  they  can  be  spared. 

I  have  reported  so  fully  only  a  ^ort  time  since  on  other  matters  in  connection  with 
the  camp  that  further  comment  is  unnecessary. 

Geo.  W.  King, 

Superintendent. 


^RTBURG. 


VRYBURG. 


Statistical  Return  for  Burgher  Gamp,  Vbybueo,  Month  ending 

October  31,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

1        Men. 

Women. 

Childre&. 

In  Camp,  October  1, 1901 

167 

253 

340 

1 

1 

Arrivals       

40 

177 

218 

Birthfl           

— 

— 

2 

Total          

— 

— 

_ 

207 

430 

560 

Departures 

2 

2 

Deaths         

3 

7 

45 

3 

9 

Total           

^^ 

^^ 

m^m 

47 

In  Camp,  October  31, 1901      ... 

204 

421 

513 

Also  drawing  rations  in  town  of 
Yryburg. 

Total         

: 

— 

— ^                  * 

25 

43 

49 

229 

464 

562 

Sick  in  Camp. 


Men. 


Women.  Children. 


Week  ending  October  11, 1901 

99  »1  18  »♦ 

„         November  1      „ 


70  all  told. 

93 

»♦ 

3 

12 

37 

4 

7 

5S 
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Deaths. 


VBTBUBCk 


Men. 

Women. 

OhUdnn. 

Under  1  Month 

Between  1  month  and  1  year 

„       1  year  and  12  years     

„     12  years  „   40     „ 

n       4W       „       n    W       „          ...           ...           ...           ...           ... 

50     „      „    over           

6 
3 

1 

21 
5 

1 

3 

15 

Total 

10 

26 

19 

Number  of  Deaths  under  Heads  op  Causes. 

Unable  to  give  details  owing  to  Doctor  who  was  in  charge  being  down  with  Rheumatic  Fever. 
Approximately  it  is  as  follows  :— 


Measles 
Bronchitis    .. 


34 

1 


Enteric 
Childbirth, , 


Dysentery 
Infants 


8 
4 


Wm.  H.  Hurel  Pritchard, 

Camp  Superintendent. 


BuBGHER  Camps  Depaktment. — ^Vbybttbg  Camp  Stapf. 

Superintendent. — ^W.  H.  A.  Pritchard. 

Storekeeper, — J.  H.  Briggs. 

Clerk. —    —    Collins. 

Medical  Officer. — Dr.  MoCulloch. 

Dispenser. —    —    Southorst. 

Hospital  Matron. — Sister  Payne. 

Nurse. — Sister  Nelson. 

Nurse. — Sister  Merton. 

Nurse. — Sister  Hogg. 

Probationers. — 14, 

Relief  Matron. — ^Mrs.  Nash. 

Relief  Matron,  Assistant. — Miss  Pile. 

Relief  Matron,  Assistant. — 'Miss  Haismann. 


Repobt. — October. 


I  wish  to  report  as  foUows : — 


Vryburg,  November  8,  1901. 


I  arrived  here  on  October  5th,  and  found  Mr,  Briggs,  the  storekeeper,  in  charge, 
in  a  way.  I  found  the  camp  situated  in  a  hollow,  enclosed  with  a  barbed-wiie  fence 
and  guarded  by  Native  Scouts.  Undoubtedly  the  military  authorities  had  done  their 
best,  but  owing  to  their  hands  being  so  full  of  their  own  pressing  work,  they  could  not 
devote  the  attention  to  the  camp  which  they  would  have  liked  to  have  done  and  which 
was  required.    The  Hospital  Camp  was  a  separate  enclosure  containing  the  tents,  with 
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Vrvbubg,  the  full  families  of  the  sick,  all  being  removed  on  the  outbreak  of  the  sickness;  measles 
and  typhoid  raging — the  death-rate  being  on  an  average  two  a  day  in  a  population  of 
about  760.  There  was  only  one  marquee  in  hospital,  the  sick  being  distributed  about 
in  their  respective  famiUes'  tents.  As  explained  in  my  letter  covering  the  Accounta 
and  Pay  Sheets,  I  could  not  start  the  nurses  when  they  did  arrive  in  the  camp,  owing 
to  the  circumstances.  I  had  to  put  them  up  at  the  hotel  for  some  time,  and  also  pro- 
vide them  with  meals.  Mr.  Briggs  and  I,  too,  had  to  stay  sometime  at  the  hotel  This 
is  explained  in  my  letter  covering  the  pay  sheets  and  other  chaises. 

After  consulting  with  the  Commandant,  I  decided  to  shift  the  camp.  Accordingly 
a  new  site  was  selected  by  him,  situated  about  300  yards  to  the  north  of  the  old  camp. 
The  site  is  an  excellent  one,  having  a  gradual,  even  slope  towards  the  west.  I  laid  out 
a  camp  in  proper  lines  and  streets,  and  have  every  tent  pitched  by  measurement. 
Roughly  speaking,  the  camp  is  divided  into  two  by  a  street  of  70  feet  running  north 
and  south.  On  each  side  of  this  street  are  blocks  of  60  tents,  in  two  sets  of  two  rows, 
the  rows  being  30  feet  from  pole  to  pole,  the  sets  50  feet  from  pole  to  pole.  Nothing 
is  allowed  in  the  space  between  the  rows.  The  space  between  the  sets  is  callM 
"  Kitchen  Lane,"  and  in  it  all  fire-places  are  arranged  m  a  line.  I  intend  to  have  six 
blocks,  three  above  the  road,  three  below,  and  then  an  open  space  for  the  schools  and 
other  public  buildings,  thus  having  these  in  the  centre  of  the  camp,  the  blocks  continu- 
ing in  the  same  order  on  the  other  side  of  the  open  space.  All  tents  are  numbered. 
We  have  224  erected  in  the  camp  proper,  besides  the  contact  and  convalescent  camps. 

I  am  busy  witili  the  drainage ;  main  cut  waters  roimd  the  camp  and  then  a  furrow 
running  full  length  in  centre,  between  the  rows  of  tents,  draining  water  off  the  circular 
furrows  round  the  tents.    Dr.  Kendal  Franks  was  well  pleased  with  the  plan. 

Water. — The  hospital  is  supplied  by  water-cart  from  the  military.  We  draw  our 
drinking  water  from  a  well  in  the  old  camp,  about  400  to  500  yards  away.  A  Burgher 
Policeman  is  stationed  there  to  regulate  matters.  Also  from  town  fountain,  about 
1,000  yards  away.  Water  for  washing  clothes  is  obtained  from  an  open  furrow,  which 
forms  our  eastern  boundary.  I  have  provided  a  number  of  tubs  for  the  women.  I 
propose  to  erect  baA-tents  for  the  men  and  women  at  the  furrow  shortly.  A  half- 
finished  well  was  continued  to  a  depth  of  80  feet,  but  as  no  water  was  found  it  was 
abandoned.  We  are  now  sinking  a  well  just  alongside  the  camp,  and  at  30  feet  the 
indications  of  water  are  very  promising.  The  spot  was  pointed  out  by  a  Boer  water 
expert.  Should  the  supply  from  the  well  not  be  sufficient,  I  will  sink  another  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  camp,  where  I  am  told  that  water  will  also  be  found. 

Office  and  Store  Accommodation. — ^At  present  tents  have  to  be  utilised  for  these 
purposes.  I  have  just  finished  the  dispensary,  which,  at  the  request  of  the  doctor,  is 
so  arranged  that  both  camp  and  hospital  patients  and  nurses  have  access  to  ,the  one 
counter,  but  cannot  see  one  another. 

I  intend  to  build  a  wood  and  iron  store,  and  also  office,  as  tents  are  very  undesirable, 
and  it  is  impossible  to.  carry  on  our  duties  satisfactorily,  or  to  keep  an  accurate 
account  of  the  stores  in  tents. 

Two  semi-detached  kitchens  built  of  brick  and  stone  have  been  erected,  one  for 
hospital  and  one  for  hospital  and  camp  staff. 

Burgher  Police. — I  have  one  head  corporal,  a  very  good  man  (a  Colonial)  and 
five  others  working  very  well. 

General  Work. — I  have  different  gangs  of  men  at  work,  trench  digging,  well 
sinking,  brick  making  and  general  labour,  and  over  all  a  Foreman  to  see  to  the  woA. 
I  find  the  men  willing  to  work,  and  have  had  very  little  trouble.  All  told,  65  men 
are  being  employed  in  the  camp,  and  15  in  the  town,  and  about  20  are  sick  in  the 
convalescent  and  contact  camps. 

As  I  require  the  services  of  all  the  men  living  in  the  camp,  it  is  my  intention 
to  prohibit  any  of  them  working  outside  for  the  present,  unless  they  are  in  receipt 
of  higher  wages  than  I  am  prepared  to  give  them.  The  above  are  out  of  a  total  number 
of  102  able  bodied  men  in  camp. 

With  regard  to  the  constructing  of  a  dam  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  camp 
for  the  conservation  of  water  for  the  town,  as  wired  by  you.  At  present  there  is  no 
labour  available.  When  the  camp  has  been  provided  for,  a  number  of  men  will  be 
disengaged,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  then  be  done,  but  the  supervision 
of  the  labour  must  be  in  my  hands,  and  the  tariff  of  wages  agreed  upon  beforehand. 
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Sanitary  Arrangements. — I  have  a  Sanitary  Inspector,  an  educated  BiiTj^her  Vrybuko. 
(a  colonial),  and  well  suited  for  the  work,  and  he  has  two  men  under  him.  There 
are  four  latrines  to  the  main  camp,  two  for  men  and  two  for  women,  with  41  buckets. 
Twelye  buckets  in  hospital  camp,  and  in  the  other  two  camps,  3  latrines,  with  22- 
buckets.  The  night  soil  is  rfemoved  by  the  Town  Contractor  at  4s.  Od.  per  bucket  a 
month,  as  per  an  agreement  made  with  Commandant  some  time  ago  (the  contract  price 
for  the  town  itself  is  6s.).    Up  to  the  present  he  has  served  us  well. 

The  Sanitairy  Inspector  with  his  Assistants  clean  up  the  latrines  and  scrub  out 
budcets,  and  also  disinfect  them.  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  way  he  has  carried  out 
his  duties.  He  also  supervises  the  cleaning  around  the  tents,  disposal  of  rubbish  at  the 
appointed  places,  as  well  as  sees  to  the  tent  walls  being  lifted  up.  To  enable  him  to 
carry  out  his  duties,  very  difficult  at  times,  I  have  also  assigned  to  him  the  reporting 
of  anything  that  is  needed,  such  as  a  pot,  kettle,  blanket,  &c.  In  this  way  the  people 
look  up  to  him,  and  more  readily  obey  him. 

In  reply  to  Supplement  to  Circular,  No.  43. — Apart  from  the  hospital,  the  Camp 
Matron  and  Assistants  visit  the  tents,  report  cases  of  sickness  in  the  camp,  see  that 
the  medicine  is  received,  and  also  giving  help  in  various  ways.  Dr.  Kendal  Franks, 
C.B.,  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  present  system  was  to  be  discontinued;  the 
Camp  Matron  and  Sta^  V>  become  Relief  Matron,  dealing  only  with  clothing  and 
such  like  needs.  A  certificated  Nurse  to  be  Camp  Matron,  to  visit  tents,  and  report 
cases  of  sickness,  and  undertake  the  treatment  of  minor  cases.  I  would  strongly  re- 
commend that  such  a  one  be  acquainted  with  Dutch,  even  in  a  measure.  The  Doctor 
will  bear  me  out  in  this. 

No  Committees  for  visiting  the  sick,  besides  the  above-mentioned. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — Six  marquess  and  6  bell  tents  for  measles. 

Two  marquees  and  4  tents  for  Enteric. 

One  resident  doctor  (Dr.  McCuUoch,  late  of  Plague  Camp,  Cape  Town).  Four 
nursing  sisters. .  Fourteen  female  probationers.  Two  male  helpers.  Three  general 
helpers.    Cook.     (The  last  20  being  Burghers.) 

Clothing. — No  clothing  has  been  distributed  since  I  have  been  here  to  speak  of. 
The  Camp  Matron  has  given  a  few  articles.  Three  cases  for  distribution  have  arrived 
from  the  Burghers'  friends  in  Kimberley 

The  Facilities  for  Public  Worship. — ^A  shed,  made  with  poles  and  wagons  and 
covered  with  a  tarpaulin,  is  used  as  a  Church.  No  Minister  has,  up  to  the  present, 
been  appointed,  and  I  have  been  conducting  two  services  personally  on  Sundays.  Will 
communicate  with  you  upon  this  matter  later  on.  Mr.  Hans  Moolman  and  Mr. 
Herculas  van  Tender  (both  Colonials)  have  been,  and  are  still,  conducting  the  funeral 
services.  They  have  been  of  great  service,  and  deserve  great  praise  for  all  they  have 
done.  The  Commandant  very  kindly  granted  us  a  cemetery  of  our  own,  within  1,000 
yards  of  the  camp.  Formerly  the  people  had  to  walk  40  minutes  to  the  cemetery. 
The  only  thing  needed  is  a  hand-cart  to  convey  the  coffins.  At  present  a  Cape  cart 
is  drawn  by  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 

School  Accommodation. — ^No  school  accommodation  as  yet.  Two  School  In- 
spectors have  visited  the  camp,  and  from  them  I  have  gathered  what  will  be  required, 
as  far  as  buildings  go.  I  intend  to  start  carting  stone  for  one  building  to-morrow.  I 
have  undertaken  to  have  one  building  ready  by  December  1st.  I  may  add  that  upon 
my  arrival  here,  I  found  that  the  Conamandant,  Colonel  Murray,  Royal  North  Lanca- 
shires,  had  opened  a  school  in  th^  town  for  the  camp  children,  taking  the  financial 
responsibility  upon  himself.  I  believe  the  Educational  Department  has  undertaken 
to  pay  the  balance  due.  This  school  was  stopped  on  accoimt  of  an  outbreak  of  measles 
and  typhoid.  The  matter  will  receive  my  utmost  attention  now  that  I  have  the  camp 
in  a  forward  state  of  completion.    I  had  no  time  to  attend  to  it  before. 

Arrivals. — ^As  regards  people  arriving  in  the  camp,  the  last  lots  have  been  much 
m  need  of  clothing  and  cookmg  utensils,  also  beds. 

Police. — The  camp  is  policed  by  the  Burgher  Police  entirely.  No  cases  of  breach 
of  discipline  have  occurred  yet.  At  n^ht,  Native  Scouts,  under  the  military,  surround 
the  camp  at  a  distance. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  point  out  that  the  work  had  to  be  done  under  very 
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Yryburg.   trying  and  adverse  circumstances.    Allow  me  to  quote  wftiat  I  have  stated  in  my  lette 
covering  the  Pay  Sheets: — 

''  A  camp  cramped  up  in  a  comer;  practically  without  any  arrangements;  measla 
and  typhoid  raging;  no  hospital  arrangements,  so  to  say;  with  the  greatest  diffioolt; 
getting  even  food  cooked  for  the  patients;  a  visiting  doctor  with  very  little  time  to 
spare,  working  under  extremely  difficult  circumstances,  so  much  so,  tJiat  1  was  sir- 
prised  he  continued;  having  to  shift  camp ;  to  get  new  camp  started,  with  all  that tliat 
means ;  various  arrangements  and  works  for  new  camp ;  besides  having  to  provide  for 
three  batches  of  people,  only  women  and  children.  To  sum  it  all  up,  there  was  (and 
is  yet)  a  great  deal  to  be  done,  under  very  difficult  and  adverse  circimistances,  and  not 
much  time  to  do  it  in,  and  then  with  labour,  although  willing,  yet  very  unhandy." 

I  trust  that  the  above  will  be  taken  into  account  in  the  matter  of  Accounts,  re- 
ports, &c.  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  that  could  be  done  has  been  done  by  my  staff  and 
myself,  and  I  think  that  the  camp  has  much  to  show  for  work  done  since  we  started 
three  weeks  ago. 

Ever}'^thing  now  is  in  working  order;  census  register  compiled;  plans  arranged, 
&c.,  &c.,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  reports,  &c.,  sent  m  next  month  vdll  be  in  com' 
plete  accordance  with  Regulations,  and  that  ever3rthing  will  be  running  smoothly  in 
the  camp. 

W.  H.  A.  Prttchard, 

Superintendent 


Medical  Report  on  the  Health  and  General  Sanitation  of  the  Camp  for 

THE   WEEK   ENDING   NOVEMBER   8tH,    1901. 

Vryburg  Refugee  Camp,  November  8,  1901. 

General  Statement — On  October  30th  last  I  took  up  the  medical  work  of  this  camp. 
At  that  time  the  nursing  was  entirely  done  by  the  Matron  and  the  assistance  of  one 
trained  and  qualified  nurse.  The  mortality  in  hospital  and  the  camp  was  high,  because 
the  nursing  staff  was  unable  to  overtake  the  work  devolving  upon  them.  Since  then  two 
•other  trained  and  qualified  nurses  have  arrived  ;  and  the  good  effects  are  already  notice- 
able in  decreasing  mortality,  and  a  steady  decrease  in  the  number  of  inmates  of  the  hospital. 

At  the  time  of  my  appointment  there  was  no  efficient  sanitary  supervision,  but  just 
then  a  new  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed,  who  has  done  his  work  satisfactorily,  and 
in  time  I  hope  he  will  improve  the  health  of  the  whole  camp  by  an  efficient  over-looking 
of  what  makes  for  the  good  health  of  a  community.  There  is,  however,  much  yet  to  do 
with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  stereus,  and  all  dejecta  from  the  hospital.  I  am  not  in 
favour  of  destruction  by  fire.  The  cost  of  wood  here  (3s.  3d.  per  100  lbs.)  and  the 
original  cost  of  an  efficient  destructor  or  incinerator  (about  £150)  would  be  a  serious  bar 
to  its  usefulness.  Instead,  I  have  proposed  a  plan  of  thorough  disinfection  within 
the  wards.  The  evacuations  disinfected  as  they  pass,  to  be  carried  out  inamediatelj. 
and  emptied  into  a  covered  tank  capable  of  containing  200  gallons.  This  tank  to 
be  removed  by  the  Vryburg  Municipality  every  night,  and  the  contents  buried  in 
a  specially  made  hole  in  the  veldt  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  here.  The 
material  to  be  covered  with  a  layer  of  chloride  of  lime  before  being  covered  over  with  the 
e.irth.  I  have  sought  an  interview  with  the  Town  Clerk  of  Vryburg  on  the  subject,  but 
as  yet  I  have  not  succeeded  in  seeing  him. 

With  regard  to  the  proper  treatment  by  sanitary  measures  of  infectious  cases  in  the 
Burgher  camps,  I  would  recommend  a  staff  of  sanitary  workers  under  the  inspector. 
I  would  propose,  when  a  case  of  infectious  disease  is  found  there,  to  remove  the  case  U) 
the  hospital ;  the  contents  in  the  tent,  and  those  of  surrounding  tents,  if  not  very  cleac, 
to  the  quarantine  camp,  the  tent  or  tents  to  be  immediately  struck,  disinfected,  and 
erected  in  another  part  of  the  camp,  while  the  old  site  should  be  thoroughly  drenched 
with  solution  of  perchloride  of  mercury,  1  in  2,000. 

To  thoroughly  disinfect  the  tent  and  clothing  in  infected  tents  it  will  be  necessary  to 
build  with  brick  a  disinfecting  chamber. 

This  could  be  made  quite  sufficient  for  ordinary  purposes  by  storing  within  the 
articles  for  disinfection,  and  burning  therein  some  roll  sulphur. 

Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  been  obliged  to  have  all  medicines  for  hospital  and  the 
camps  dispensed  by  the  dispenser  at  the  Vryburg  MiUtary  Hospital.     This,  of  course. 
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could  not  go  on  long,  and  I  am  glad  to  to  report  a  dis]>en8ary  is  nearing  completion  in  Vrtbubo. 
this  camp  contiguous  to  the  hospital.     A  dispenser  will  be  necessary,  and  I  advise  an 
immediate  appointment  of  a  qualified  man,  but,  until  he  comes,  I  will  do  all  I  can  to 
dispense  medicines  myself. 

Sickness  and  Hospital. — We  have  to-day  40  cases  under  treatment,  viz,  : — 

2  men, 
9  women, 
29  children. 

These  are  mostly  cases  of  measles,  of  which  we  are  suffering  an  epidemic  at  present. 
Enteric  fever  is  accountable  for  nine  of  these,  two  men  and  seven  females.  All  are  doing 
well,  with  the  exception  of  one  enteric  and  two  measles  cases,  which  are  seriously  ill. 
The  deaths  from  1st  November  till  8th  November  inclusive  are  20,  viz.  : — Two  men, 
three  women,  and  15  children. 

In  seven  cases  measles,  or  its  sequelsB,  caused  death  ;  in  five  cases  enteric  fever, 
while  the  other  diseases  were  chiefly  among  children  in  the  camps,  one  to  intestinal 
catarrh,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  The  mortality  is  somewhat  high,  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  in  many  cases,  especially  in  children,  there  is  a  deteriorating  influence 
of  privation  prior  to  the  onset  of  the  sickness. 

Sickness  in  the  Camps.—  There  are  fewer  cases  of  sickness  in  the  camps  outside  the 
hospital  to-day  than  when  I  took  up  the  work.  The  number  in  all  is  20,  as  against  42, 
and  there  is  not  a  serious  case  in  the  whole  of  them  except  one  aortic  valvular  heart 
disease.  With  the  appointment  of  a  Camp  Matron  with  a  staff  of  qualified  nurses  and 
probationers  acting  with  them,  the  cases  of  sickness  in  the  camp  1  trust  will  be  even  yet 
much  curtailed. 

I  have,  &c., 

Allan  McCdlloch, 

Medical  Officer. 
November  8th,  1901. 

N.B. — A  dispenser  has  been  sent  to  Vryburg  Greneral  Superintendent. 


No.  10. 

LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  3.8  a.m.,  December  24, 1901.) 

Tkt.totram, 

December  23.  No.  598.  Your  telegram  of  December  20,  No.  2.*  Your  sug- 
gestion has  already  been  in  practice  for  some  time.  The  new  arrivals  are  imdoubtecSy 
a  very  serious  trouble  but  tne  Commander-in-Chief  has  promised  tihat  if  it  can  possibly 
be  helped  no  more  will  be  'brought  in. 


No.  11. 

High  Commi88ioni£R  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  28,  1901.) 

Sm,  High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg,  December  6,  1901. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  29th  November,!  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  undermentioned  documents  on  the  subject 
of  Boer  Concentration  Camps. 

I  have,  &c.» 

MILNER, 

High  Commissioner. 


No.  6.  t  No.  8. 
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Schedule  of  Enclosures. 

1.  To  Governor,  Cape  Town.    Telegram.    No.  92.    November  29,  1901. 

2.  From  Governor,  Cape  Town.    Telegram.    No.  1.    November  30,  1901. 

3.  To  Governor,  Cape  Town.    Telegram.    No.  93.    Dec^nber  2,  1901. 

4.  To  Governor,  Cape  Town.    Telegram.    No.  94.     December  2,  1901. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  11. 

From  High  Commissioner  to  Governor,  Cape  Town. 

Telegram. 

November  29th,  1901.  No.  92.  Your  Military  Secretar/s  telegram,  November 
26th,  M.S.,  1.  The  following  telephone  message  was  received  to-day  from  Lewd 
Kitchener: — 

Begins :  "  You  can  draw  upon  this  material,  but  it  is  very  expensive,  and  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  waste.    General  Wood  can  arrange.    Ends. 

I  have  conununicated  with  General  Wood ;  you  will  now  be  able  to  get  on  with 
East  London  and  Port  Elizabeth  Camps. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  11. 

From  Governor,  Cape  Town,  to  High  (Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

November  30th.  No.  1.  Your  telegram  of  23rd  November,  87.  All  is  in  train 
for  a{>pointment  of  Conmiittee. .  P^i^pc^ed  (to)  -consist^  of  Lady  Heli^-Hutchinson, 
Honorary  President,  Mrs.  King  Lewis,  Mrs.  Noble,  Mrs.  Braithwaite,  and  Mrs. 
Thompson,  besides  the  Miss  Damon,  of  the  Nursing  Home,  (who)  will  act  as  referee 
when  applications  from  nurses  are  being  considered,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Fuller  in  the  case 
of  others.  Proposed  that  ordinary  meetings  of  Committee  should  take  place  twice 
a  week  at  Dr.  Fuller's  consulting  room.  Before,  however,  taking  any  further  step, 
it  is  necessary  to  know  whether  you  will  appoint  an  officer  to  issue  and  pay  for  ad- 
vertisements, &c.,  or  whether  you  wish  Committee  to  issue  advertisements  as  well  as 
to  inquire  into  capacity  and  qualifications  of  applicants.  If  the  former,  the  officer 
should  be  in  touch  with  Committee,  and  attend  meetings ;  if  latter,  you  will  have  to 
provide  funds  to  pay  clerk  or  secretary  to  keep  accounts,  and  pay  for  advertisOTaents, 
railway  fare  of  employees  sent  forward,  and  so  forth.  Please  let  me  know  which 
course  you  will  adopt,  and,  if  the  former,  name  of  officer  selected,  and  in  any  case 
inform  me  through  whom  Committee  is  to  be  placed  in  touch  with  Manager  or 
Manageress  of  Concentration  Camps.  As  soon  as  this  point  is  settled,  I  will  submit 
smnmary  of  duties  of  Committee  for  your  approval. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  11. 

From  High  Commissioner  to  Governor,  Cape  Town. 

TeLegram. 

December  2nd,  IdOl.  No.  93.  Your  telegram,  November  l7tih.  How  longwill 
new  camps  take  to  get  ready  now  that  the  hutting  difficulty  has  been  removed?  Have 
their  sites  been  finally  decided  upon? 
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Enclosure  4  in  No.  11; 

From  High  Commissioner  to  Governor,  Cape  Town. 

Telegram. 

December  2nd,  1901.  No.  94.  Your  telegram  of  November  30th,  No.  1.  I 
approve  of  your  proposal.  I  am  conmiunicating  with  Military  Grovemor,  Pretoria, 
and  Deputy  Adnunistrator,  Bloemfontein,  asking  them  to  refer  to  you  when  they  wish 
new  nurses,  cfcc,  and  to  make  all  arrangements.  I  do  not  quite  see  the  need  of  ad- 
vertisements, but  in  any  case  their  cost  must  be  inconsiderable.  You  had  better 
appoint  your  own  Secretary,  and  any  expense  jou  incur  will  be  divided  between 
Maxwell  and  Goold- Adams. 


No.  12. 
General  LORD  KITCHENER  to  Mr.  BRODRICK. 
(Received  in  War  Office,  December  28,  1901.) 

Sir,  Army  Head-quarters,  Pretoria,  December  6,  1901. 

In  forwarding  the  enclosed  correspondence  with  regard  to  the  refugee  camps,  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  actual  facts  which  are,'  I  need 
hardly  say,  widely  at  variance  witJb  those  set  forth  by  Mr.  S.  W.  Burger. 

2.  Numerous  complaints  were  made  to  me  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  by 
surrendered  burghers,  who  stated  that  after  they  had  laid  down  their  arms,  their  femilics 
were  ill-treated  and  their  stock  and  property  contiscated  by  order  of  the  Commandants- 
General  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State.  These  acts  appear  to  have  been  taken 
in  consequence  of  the  circular  dated  Roos,  Senekal,  6th  November,  1900,  in  which  the 
Commandant-General  says  :  "  Do  everything  in  your  power  to  prevent  the  burghers 
laying  down  their  arms.  I  will  be  compelled  if  they  do  not  listen  to  this,  to  confiscate 
everything  movable  or  immovable,  and  also  to  bum  their  houses." 

3.  I  took  occasion  at  ray  interview  with  Commandant-General  Louis  Botha  to  bring 
this  matter  before  him,  and  I  told  him  that  if  he  continued  such  acts  I  should  be  forced 
to  brins:  in  all  women  and  children,  and  as  much  property  as  possible  to  protect  them 
from  the  acts  of  his  burghers.  I  further  enquired  if  he  woula  agree  to  spare  the  forms 
and  families  of  neutral  or  surrendered  burghers,  in  which  case  I  expressed  my  willingness 
to  leave  undisturbed  the  farms  and  families  of  burghers  who  were  on  commando, 
provided  they  did  not  actively  assist  their  relatives.  The  Commandant-General 
emphatically  refused  even  to  consider  any  such  arrangement.  He  said,  "  I  am  entitled 
by  law  to  force  every  man  to  join,  and  if  they  do  not  do  so,  to  confiscate  their  property 
and  leave  their  families  on  the  veldt."  I  asked  him  what  course  I  could  pursue  to 
protect  surrendered  burghers  and  their  families,  and  he  then  said,  "  The  only  thing  you 
can  do  is  to  send  them  out  of  the  country,  as  if  I  catch  them  they  must  suffer."  After 
this  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  said,  and  as  military  operations  do  not  permit  of  the 
protection  of  individuals,  I  had  practically  no  choice  but  to  continue  my  system  of 
sweeping  inhabitants  of  certain  areas  into  the  protection  of  our  lines.  My  decision 
was  conveyed  to  the  Commandant-General  in  my  official  letter  dated  Pretoria, 
16th  April,  1901,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

"  As  I  informed  yom*  Honour  at  Middelburg,  owing  to  the  irregular 
manner  in  which  you  have  conducted  and  continue  to  conduct  hostilities,  by 
forcing  unwilling  and  peaceful  inhabitants  to  join  your  commandos,  a  pro- 
ceeding totally  unauthorized  by  the  recognized  customs  of  war,  I  have  no  other 
course  open  to  me,  and  am  forced  to  take  the  very  unpleasant  and  repugnant 
steps  ol  bringing  in  the  women  and  children. 

"I  have  the  greatest  sympathy  for  the  suffierings  of  these  poor  people, 
which  I  have  done  my  best  to  alleviate,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me 
and  to  the  whole  civilized  world,  that  your  Honour  considers  yourself  justified 
in  still  causing  so  much  suffering  to  the  people  of  the  Transvaal,  by  carrying 
on  a  hopeless  and  useleaa-atruggleZ*  ,    _ 
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From  the  foregoing  it  will,  I  believe,  be  perfectly  clear  that  the  responsibility  for 
the  action  complained  of  by  Mr.  Burger  in  his  letter  of  the  Slst  November,  1901,  rests 
rather  with  the  Commandants-Greneral  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State  than  with 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  forces  in  South  Africa. 

4.  It  is  not  the  case  that  every  area  has  been  cleared  of  the  families  of  burghers, 
although  this  might  be  inferred  from  the  despatch  under  discussion.  On  the  contrary, 
very  large  numbers  of  women  and  children  are  still  out,  either  in  Boer  camps  or  on  thdr 
&rms,  and  my  Column  Commanders  have  orders  to  leave  them  alone  unless  it  is  clear 
that  they  must  starve  if  they  are  left  out  upon  the  veldt. 

5.  In  addition  to  the  families  of  surrendered  burghers  who  either  came  in  of  their 
own  accord,  or  were  brought  in  solely  to  save  them  from  the  reprisals  of  the  enemy, 
there  are  three  other  classes  represented  in  our  refugee  camps  : — 

(a.)  Families  who  were  reported  to  be  engaged  in  a  regular  system  of  passing 

information  to  the  enemy. 
(6.)  Families  from  farms  which  were  constantly  used  by  the  enemy  as  places 

from  which  to  snipe  at  our  troops, 
(c.)  Families  from   farms  which  were   used  as   commissariat   depots    by  the 

enemy. 

(a)  and  (6)  speak  for  themselves.  Mr.  Burger  seems  to  consider  that  (c)  is  in 
conflict  with  the  statement  that  such  families  would  have  succumbed  to  hunger  if  not 
removed.  If,  however,  a  Boer  commissariat  dep6t  is  found  with  perhaps  regular  messing 
arrangements  for  30  men,  and  thousands  of  pounds  of  flour  and  mealies,  of  course  these 
supplies  have  to  be  withdrawn,  leaving  only  a  margin  of  a  few  weeks'  food  for  the 
resident  inmates  of  the  farm.  At  the  close  of  those  few  weeks,  the  family  runs  danger  of 
starvation  and  has  to  be  brought  in,  so  that  the  want  -of  logic  complained  of  is  merely  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Burger  to  make  a  clever  point  upon  paper. 

6.  The  majority  of  the  women  and  children  in  the  refugee  camps  are  those  of 
surrendered  burghers ;  but  neither  they,  nor  the  wives  of  prisoners  of  war,  nor  of  men 
on  commando,  make  any  serious  complaint,  although  they  are  constantly  being  invited  by 
commissions,  inspectors,  &c.,  to  say  something,  however  little  it  may  be,  against  the 
arrangements  made  for  their  comfort,  recreation,  and  instruction. 

7.  Mr.  Burger  is  anxious  that  a  Boer  commission  should  be  permitted  to  visit  the 
womens'  camps  and  render  a  report  upon  them.  Indeed,  this  is  the  one  practical 
suggestion  contained  in  his  letter.  It  is  strange,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  that  no  mention 
is  made  by  Mr.  Burger  of  the  fact  that  I  have  already  told  the  Commandant-General  I 
would  permit  a  representative  appointed  by  him  to  visit  the  refugee  camps  in  order  that 
an  independent  report  might  be  furnished  upon  the  subject.  Nor  is  there  any  reference 
to  the  inspection  of  these  camps  which  was  actually  carried  out  by  Captain  Malan.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  I  immediately  acceded  to  General  B.  Viljoen's  request  that  he 
might  depute  an  officer  for  this  purpose.  He  selected  Captain  Malan,  who  went  around 
asking  if  there  were  any  complaints,  and  who  afterwards  expressed  his  entire  satisfection 
with  the  arrangements  which  had  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  Boer  woman  and  children. 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  I  would  make  no  objection  to  Commandant- 
General  Botha  himself,  accompanied  if  he  likes  by  General  Delarey  and  Mr.  Steyn, 
visiting  these  camps,  provided  they  undertake  to  speak  no  politics  to  the  inmates,  who,  as 
a  rule,  appreciate  the  general  situation  much  better  than  their  husbands  or  brothers  on 
commando. 

8.  Finally,  I  indignantly  and  entirely  deny  the  accusations  of  rough  and  cruel 
treatment  to  women  and  children  who  were  being  brought  in  from  their  farms  to  the 
camps.  Hardships  may  have  been  sometimes  inseparable  from  the  process,  but  the 
Boer  women  m  our  hands  themselves  bear  the  most  eloquent  testimony  to  the  kindnese 
and  consideration  shown  to  them  by  our  soldiers  on  all  such  occasions. 

9.  I  enclose  a  copy*  of  letters  which  I  have  just  despatched  on  this  subject  to 
Mr.  Burger,  Mr.  Steyn,  and  to  General  De  Wet,  ofl^ering  to  return  to  them  any  women 
who  may  be  willing  to  rejoin  the  Boer  commandos  in  the  field. 

I  am,  &c.. 

KITCHENER,  General,    • 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 


Enclosure  2. 
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Enclosure  1  in  No.  12. 

From  Commandant-General  Botha  to  his  Excellency  Greneral  Lord  Kitchener, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  British  Forces  in  South  Africa. 

ExcBi-LENCT,  In  the  field.  November  22,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  your  Honour  for  transmission  a  letter  afldressed  by 
my  Grovemment  to  his  Excellency  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  Prime  Minister  of  the 
(rovemment  of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  Servant, 

Louis  P.  BothA| 
Commandant-General  of  the  South  African  Republic. 

From  Mr.  S.  W.  Buroek  and  Mr.  Reitz  to  his  Excellency  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury^ 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

Excellency,  In  the  fields  November  21,  1901. 

The  handling  of  affairs  with  reference  to  the  removal  of  ihmilies  of  burghers  of 
the  South  African  Republic  by  British  troops  was  hitherto  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
his  Honour  the  Commandant-General,  who  has  from  time  to  time  directed  protests  to  his 
Excellency  Lord  Kitchener,  but  as  these  protests  have  led  to  nothing  and  the  request  of 
the  Commandant-General  to  appoint  a  Commission — among  whom  a  medical  man — to 
make  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  state  of  health  in  the  women's  camps  was  refused 
by  Lord  Kitchener,  as  will  appear  from  the  correspondence  carried  on  wdth  him,  this 
Grovernment  feels  herself  called  upon  to  bring  the  facts  of  this  (juestion  direct  to  the  notice 
of  the  Government  of  His  Britannic  Majesty; 

With  indignation  the  Government  and  the  people  were  surprised  with  the  policy 
followed  by  the  British  military  authorities  in  removing  families  of  burghers  from  their 
dwellings.  This  removal  took  place  in  the  most  uncivilised  and  barbarous  manner,  while 
such  action  is  moreover  in  conflict  with  all  up  to  the  present  acknowledged  rules  of 
civilised  warfare.  The  families  were  put  out  of  their  houses  under  compulsion,  and  in 
many  instances  by  means  of  force,  which  [the  houses]  were  destroyed  and  bmut  witli 
everything  in  them — such  as  bedding,  clothes,  furniture,  and  food ;  and  these  families, 
among  whom  were  many  aged  ones,  pregnant  women,  and  children  of  very  tender  years, 
were  removed  in  open  trollies  [exposed}  for  weeks  to  rain,  severe  cold  wind  and  terrible 
heat,  privations  to  which  they  were  not  accustomed,  with  the  result  that  many  of  them 
became  very  ill,  and  some  of  them  died  shortly  after  their  arrival  in  the  women's  camps. 
Many  of  the  conveyances  were  also  very  rickety  and  loaded  with  more  persons  than 
they  had  accommodation  for,  so  that  accidents  necessarily  took  place,  whereby  more  than 
one  was  killed.  Besides  these  dangers  they  were  also  exposed  to  the  possibility  of 
being  hurt  in  fights.  The  persons  removed  were  in  many  instances  exposed  to  insults 
iind  ill-treatment  by  Kaffirs  in  the  service  of  your  troops  as  well  as  by  soldiers. 

As  a  variation  to  the  above  treatment,  families  have  lately  been  compelled  to  go  out 
of  their  houses  ;  the  houses  with  everything  in  them  burnt  and  destroyed,  and  the  women 
and  children  left  under  the  open  sky  without  food  or  covering,  whereby  some  were  obliged 
to  accompany  the  enemy,  in  order  not  to  succumb  to  hunger  and  to  bein^  exposed  to 
storm  and  wind,  as  their  natural  protectors,  who  would  in  some  way  have  Ibeen  able  to 
l>rovide  for  them,  are  either  on  commando,  or  have  been  taken  prisoners  or  killed.  And 
be  it  further  noticed  that  when  Lord  Kitchener  circulated  his  proclamation  of  the 
7th  August  last,  a  number  of  women  were  granted  passes  to  betake  themselves  to  our 
lines  for  an  unlimited  period.  It  may  be  asked  why  these  women  have  returned.  The 
reply  is  simply  because  their  children  are  kept  in  the  camps  as  hostages — this  is  calculated 
to  give  the  British  Government  and  ]>ublic  the  false  impresr^ion  that  such  families  have 
voluntarily  placed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  your  troops. 

Such  cruelties  are  almost  unbelievable,  and  might  indeed  l^e  sought  for  in  the  histories 
of  former  centuries,  but  not  in  the  enlightened  twentieth  century. 

And  they  have  still  gone  further.  British  mounted  troops  have  not  hesitated  in 
driving  on  foot  for  miles  before  their  horses,  old  women,  little  children,  and  mothers  with 
sucklings  to  their  breasts. 

But  still  more  pitiable  was  and  is  the  lot  of  these  families  in  the  women  camps, 
-several  of  which  camps  are  situated  in  the  coldest  winter  and  most  stormy  places  in  our 
land,  viz.,  at  Belfast,  Middelburg,   Standerton  and  Volksrust.     The  great  majority  of 

10659  Q 


Digitized  by 


Google 


122 

these  families  are  property  owners  and  were  in  a  well-to-do  good  position  ontil  they  were 
totally  robhed  and  exposed  as  has  already  been  described.  They  were  taken  away  froai 
their  comfortable  homes,  where  they  had  every  comfort,  and  were  well  provided  with 

food  food  for  themselves  and  their  children,  and  were  able  to  get  sufficient  servants, 
rom  these  places  they  were  transferred  to  packed  and  uncomfortable  tents,  and  whidi, 
moreover,  did  not  give  sufficient  shelter  firom  storm  and  wind,  while  the  majority  of  them 
have  been  deprived  of  the  help  of  their  servants.  On  account  of  the  sttn^  supply  of 
fuel  which  is  allowed,  women  of  the  most  noble  fismiilies  of  South  Africa  have  been  obliged 
to  gather  with  their  own  Iiands,  fiiel,  consisting  of  dry  cow  dun^,  in  order  to  prepare  food 
for  themselves  and  their  children.  At  the  same  time  they  are  obliged  to  personally  wash 
their  clothes  and  other  linen  because,  as  has  already  been  stated,  they  have  been 
deprived  of  the  help  of  their  servants.  Besides  this,  according  to  information  given  to 
this  Grovemment,  the  food  is  not  sufficient,  nor  sufficiently  varied,  and  the  class  of  food 
not  nourisliing  enough,  especially  for  children. 

The  abnormal  and  terrible  number  of  deaths  in  these  camps  must  be  put  down  to 
what  has  been  said  above,  and  veir  likely  is  increased  by  insufficient  medical  help.  One 
of  the  facts  in  connection  with  this  case  is  that  very  young  children,  as  soon  as  they 
become  ill,  are  separated  from  their  mothers,  and  all  this  on  medical  orders.  The  mothers 
are  only  now  and  then  allowed  to  visit  their  children.  That  such  treatment  must  injure 
the  health  of  the  child  speaks  for  itself. 

It  was  alleged,  as  a  reason  for  the  removal  of  the  fiamilies,  that  if  they  were  left  on 
their  forms  they  would  act  as  a  commissariat  for  the  commandos.  It,  therefore,  surprises  us 
to  see  that  later  in  the  English  Parliament  it  was  alleged,  as  a  reason  for  such  removal, 
that  the  families  would  succumb  to  hunger  if  not  removed  in  this  way.  These  two 
reasons  are  directly  in  conflict  with  each  other,  and  neither  of  the  two  is  the  truth.  That 
the  wives  of  the  burghers  have  not  acted  as  a  commissariat  for  the  commandos  is  apparent 
from  the  fact  that  the  burghers  in  the  field  have  still  been  continually  provided  with  the 
necessary  food. 

From  the  above  it  must,  therefore,  be  clear  to  everyone  thac  the  "  reftigee  camps  "  is 
an  unjust  and  misleading  representation. 

This  Government  therefore  most  strongly  protests  against  all  the  afore-mentioned 
actions  employed  by  the  British  military  authorities  in  connection  with  the  removal  of 
the  fcmiilies,  and  insists  on  improvement  (or  amendment),  also  because  of  the  houses 
from  which  these  fomilies  have  been  forcibly  removed  hardly  a  single  house  now  stands 
on  the  whole  area  of  the  two  Republics — ^not,  as  was  lately  alleged ,  in  the  British 
Parliament,  five  hundred  (500),  but  at  least  thirty  thousand  (30,000)  dwellings  having 
been  burnt  and  destroyed  by  orders  of  your  military  authorities,  and  to  say  nothing  ot 
the  villages  that  have  been  totally  destroyed. 

At  the  same  time  this  Government  repeats  the  request  already  made  by  his  Honour, 
the  Commandant-General,  that  a  commission  from  our  side,  of  whom  at  least  one  member 
will  be  a  medical  man,  shall  be  allowed  to  visit  the  women's  camps  to  render  a  report  to 
her  (the  Government). 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  servants, 

S.   W.   BUBGBB, 

Acting  State  President. 

F.  W.  Reitz, 

State  Secretary. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  12. 

Erom  Commandant-General,  Roos  Senekal,  to  Commandant  or  Landdrost,  BethaL 

October  6, 1900. 
Enclosed  I  send  you  a  circular  containing  all  particulars.  Please  read  th^n  out 
to  the  burghers  and  officers ;  telegraph  it  round  to  other  burghers  and  General  Chris. 
Botha  and  Tobias  Smuts  and  Fourie,  and  also  to  Commandant  Standerton.  I  asai  now 
going  to  visit  all  the  commandos,  and  hope  to  visit  yours.  Please  ask  Mr.  P.  E. 
Viljoen  to  get  into  communication  with  the  Heidelbergers,  now  on  their  farms,  and 
try  and  get  them  together;  give  him  also  a  copy  of  circular.  Please  now,  from  time 
to  time,  as  opportunity  occurs,  send  a  copy  of  anything  that  happens  by  your  men  lirho 
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<5ro8S  the  line.  Do  everything  in  your  power  to  prevent  the  burghers  laying  down 
their  arms.  I  will  be  compelled,  if  they  don't  listen  to  tins,  to  confiscate  everything 
moveable  or  immoveable,  and  also  to  bum  their  houses.  Get  into  direct  communica- 
tion with  the  Standerton  men,  and  destroy  the  railway  line  beween  Heidelberg  and 
Standerton,  and  especially  derail  and  hold  up  trains.  In  this  manner  we  will  obtain 
^  large  quantity  of  food.  Send  me  always  all  particulars,  as  I  am  off  towards  Pretoria 
to  meet  Commandants  Dierksen,  Erasmus,  and  Malan. 

True  oopj  of  translation : 

David  Henderson, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Director  of  Military  Intelligence. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  12. 

(Copy  also  sent  to  Mr.  Steyn  and  General  De  Wet.) 

Army  Head-quarters,  Pretoria, 
Your  Honour,  December  1,  1901. 

I  OBSERVE  from  Your  Honour's  commimication,  which  you  have  asked  me  to 
forward  to  Lord  Salisbury,  and  which  I  have  so  forwarded,  that  you  complain  (rf  the 
treatment  of  your  women  and  children  in  the  camps  which  we  nave  established  for 
their  reception. 

Everything  has  been  done  which  the  conditions  of  a  state  of  war  allowed  to 
provide  for  the  weUbeing  of  the  women  and  children,  but  as  Your  Honour  complains 
of  that  treatment,  and  must,  therefore,  be  in  a  position  to  provide  for  them,  I  have 
the  honour  to  inform  ^ou  that  all  women  and  children  at  present  ill  our  camps  who 
are  willing  to  leave  will  be  sent  to  the  care  of  Your  Honour,  and  I  shall  be  happy 
to  be  informed  where  you  desire  that  they  should  be  handed  over  to  you. 

I  have,  &c., 

Kjtchener, 

General, 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa. 
To  His  Honour  Schalk  Burger. 


No.  13. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  5.20  p.m.,  December  28,  1901.) 

TEIjaGRAM. 

[Answered  by  No.  14.] 

December  28.  No.  3.  You  are,  I  know,  most  anxious  to  thin  out  the  camps^  and 
especially  those  where  disease  is  most  f^reval^it.  It  has  been  stated  here  that  there 
are  many  people  in  Cape  Colony  who  would  gladly  aboard  out  some  of  the  women 
an4  children,  either  with  or  without  a  reasonable  charge.  Do  you  think  there  would 
be  serious  danger  that  such  women  woidd  communicate  important  information  to  the 
enemy?  If  not,  are  you  inclined,  provided  military  authorities  agree,  to  allow  any 
women  and  children  to  go  to  friends  in  either  colony  who  would  be  answerable  for 
tl^em? 

If  the  women  cannot  be  trusted,  might  not  children — orphans  and  others  with  the 
consent  of  their  parents — ^be  boarded  out  in  this  way  ? 

Such  a  plan  might  reduce  the  numbers  in  the  camps,  and  make  it  easier  to  provide 
for  them,  while  it  would  ensure  the^ordinary  conditions  of  life  in'  South  Africa  for  all 
who  were  boarded  out  in  this  way. 

IWW  .  .  Q  2 
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No.  14. 

LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  9.55  p.m.,  January  1,  1902.) 

TELBGrEAlC 

1st  January.  No.  3.  Your  telegram,  No.  3,  28th  December.*  Some  pe<^e 
have  already  been  allowed  to  go  to  friends,  but  so  far  2q)plications  (rf  this  character 
have  not  been  numerous,  nor  do  I  think  it  likely  they  ever  will  be.  I  think  each  case 
should  be  dealt  with  on  its  merits.  I  do  not  think  important  information  would  be 
conveyed  in  this  way ;  the  only  risk  I  see  is  that  violent  people  from  refugees'  camps 
stirring  up  fresh  feeling  in  Cape  Colony.  Li  any  case,  however,  when  nmitaiy  have 
no  objection  and  camp  supenntendent  did  not  report  people  as  specially  bitter,  I 
should  have  no  objection  to  letting  women  and  cnildren  go.  It  is  not,  I  think, 
desirable  to  send  children  without  their  parents,  while  orph^[is,  if  taken  out  of  camp, 
ought  certainly  to  be  placed  somewhere  under  our  supervision.  I  am  trying  to 
arrange  for  this. 

No.  15. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  7.20  p.m.,  January  7,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

7th  January.     No.  3.    Referring  to  my  telegram  of  11th  December,  No.  4,t 

Indian  Government  willing  to  send  officers  required:    to  what  port  ^ould  they 

proceed  ? 

No.  16. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  9,  1902). 

High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg, 
Sir,  December  13,  1901. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch,  of  the  6th  of  December, J  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  for  you  information  a  copy  of  documents  on  the  subject  of  Boer  Concentration 
Camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

MLLNEK, 

High  Commissioner. 

Enclosure  1  in  No.  16. 

Military  Secretary  to  the  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Monthl}'  report  on  the  general  work  of  the  R  efiigee  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  is  for- 
ivarded  herewith  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Army  Headquarters,  Pretoria, 
dated  November  16,  1901. 

C.  Heyman,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
for  Major-General  Commanding  Cape  Colony  District 
Castle,  Cape  Town, 

December  3,  1901. 

Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth, 
Sir,  November  28,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honom-  to  enclose  the  Medical  Officer's  Report  for  Movember. 
The  food  supplied  continues  to  be  of  a  good  description,  and  I  have  received  no 
complaints  either  to  its  quantity  or  quality. 

About  one  hundred  pairs  of  boot  soles  have  been  pm*chased  firom  the  Canteen 
Account  and  given  away. 

On  November  11th  Mrs.  Barry  Herzog  left  this  Camp  for  Durban. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  H.  Fenner, 

Captain, 
S.S.O.,  Port  Elizabeth.  Commanding  Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeths 

•  No.  13.  t  No  39  in  [Cd.  853].  t  No.  11. 
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Return  of  Exiles  in  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  Month  of  November,  1901. 


Number  in 
Camp. 

ATerage 

Nnmber  of  Sick 

per  week. 

Deaths. 

BirtliB. 

Rate  of 

Mortality  amonj? 

Children. 

Whites  :— 

Men 

Women         

Children       

■23 

58 
197 

1 
3 
8 

I      Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

278 

12 

— 

— 

_ 

Coloured  :— 

Men 

Women         

Children       

2 

s.         Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Port  Elizabeth, 

November  28,  1901. 


W.  H.  Fenner,  Captain. 

Commanding  Boer  Exile  Camp, 
Port  Elizabeth. 


During  this  month  1  have  attended — 


Boer  Exiles  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth, 

November,  1901. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children.              j 

2 

12 

33 

i 

The  health  of  the  Camp  has  been  good.     There  is  still  the  one  case  of  enteric  fever 
mentioned  last  month,  which  was  an  imported  case.     There  have  been  no  deaths. 

R.  J.  T.  Wright,  M.A.,  M.B.,  CM., 

Civil  Surgeon. 


Staff  Officer,  Prisoners  of  War,  Cape  Town, 
Forwarded. 


headquarters  Office,  Port  Elizabeth,  L,  of  C, 
November  30th,  19U1. 


0.  H.  PsDLBr, 

Major  Commandant*. 
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Enclosure  2  in  No.  16. 

From  High  Commissioner  to  Governor,  Maritzburg. 

Telegram. 

December  4,  1901.  No.  33. — 300  mules  wanted  for  transport  purposes  in  connec- 
tion with  Concentration  Camps.  They  cannot  be  got  here.  Cfm  thev  be  supplied  from 
Natal  ? 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  16. 

From  Superintendent  of  Camps,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  Private  Secretary  High 

Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  7.    No.  253. — Have  now  got  Jacobs'  consent,  and  will  proceed  with  that 
Camp  around  the  siding.     I  recommend  ^e  formation  of  the  next  Camp  quite  separate- 
about  a  mile  awav  on  best  ground  in  that  part  where  we  still  keep  on  the  Bluff  Railway, 
and  on  Durban  Water  Supply.     Was  with  Ladies'  Commission  at  Merebank  yesterday. 
They  reahse  the  great  advantage  of  that  water  supply. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  16. 

From  Assistant  Secretary  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  "  Burghers," 

Maritzburg. 

Telegram. 

December  8,  1901.  No.  253. — Following  from  High  Commissioner  :  "Glad  to  hear- 
you  have  got  Jacobs'  consent.  Do  I  understand  that  you  contemplate  two  camps 
quite  distinct  from  Merebank  on  the  South  of  Durban,  viz.,  one  at  Jacobs'  siding  and 
one  elsewhere  ?  If  this  is  what  you  recommend  I  see  no  objection.  I  presume  you  still 
think  of  Pinetown,  and  that  if  necessary,  we  can  have  Mooi  River  too.  How  long  will 
it  be  before  any  of  the  new  camps  are  ready  ?     Matter  very  urgent." 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  16. 

From  Superintendent  of  Camps,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  Private  Secretary,  High 

Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  9.  No.  255. — Yours  of  8th.  Yes,  I  intend  two  distinct  Camps,  supplied 
from  Jacobs  Siding.  Mooi  River  is  being  proceeded  with.  Water  supply  at  Pinetown 
the  trouble.  There  is  now  room  for  another  thousand  at  Merebank,  and  more  can  follow 
shortly.  Whole  Camp  now  nearly  complete.  It  will  take  about  six  weeks  to  complete 
Jacobs  Siding  Camp.     Will  try  and  get  all  three  done  by  then. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  16. 


From  Superintendent  of  Camps,  Pietmaritzburg,  to  Private  Secretary, 
High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

•         '  '  '  • 

December  9,  No.  256. — Yours  to  His  Excellency.  Mules  can  be  purchased- 
Several  lots  on  offer  to  the  Transport  Department.  Wire  your  insttnictbns  and  will  da- 
my  best. 
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Enclosure  7  in  No.  16. 

From  SuPEBiNTENDENT  OF  Camps,  PietmaritzbuTg,  to  Privatb  Secbbtabt, 
High  CommisHioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  9.    No.  263. — Merebank  can  take  one  thousand  from  the  14th  and  another 
"tbonsand  from  the  2Srd.    Will  you  advi$e  Military  Governor  or  Superintendent  of  Camps. 


Enclosure  8  in  No.  16. 
From  Governor,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  10.  Following  from  Murray.  (Begins)  : — Ladies  Committee  seemed 
pleased  generally  with  Howick  and  Maritzburg.  Found  feult  with  Hunter's  treatment  of 
-scarlet  fever.  They  were  at  first  very  strong  about  size  of  Merebank  ;  some  seemed  to 
realize  the  counter  advantages.  They  thougnt  our  rations  good.  They  have  wired  to 
me  and  Lord  Milner  that  they  feel  strongly  that  no  additions  to  Merebank  be  made  till 
organisation  there  be  less  incomplete — ^this  just  received.  I  wired*  yesterday  could  have 
room  1,000  on  14th  and  another  1,000  on  23rd,  and  told  Merebank  the  P.  W.  D.  must 
hurry  up  with  their  work. 

Women  in  Maritzburg  are  causing  trouble  about  being  called  refugees  ;  claim  to  be 
prisoners  of  war.     I  hear  deputation  of  twenty  women  are  coming  to  me  (Ends). 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  16. 

From  Depoty  Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannes'burg. 

Telegram. 

December  8.    No.  807. — Will  you  ask  Army  Authorities  whether  they  could  spare 
me  at  once  ten  really  good  Nurses.     I  urgently  want  some  for  Bethulie  Camp.     Suggest 
that  they  remain  on  Army  pay  and  receive  an  additional  allowance  from  Refugee  Funds 
•of  five  shillings  a  day. 


Enclosure  10  in  No.  16. 

From  the  High  Commissioner  to  the  Deputy  Administrator,  Orange  River  Colony. 

December  10,  No.  65. — With  reference  to  your  telegram  No.  807  of  the  8th  December, 
I  have  sent  on  urgent  wire  to  the  P.M.O.,  Pretoria,  for  the  nurses  you  require.  What  is 
wrong  in  Bethulie  ?    Is  it  a  new  epidemic  ? 


Enclosure  11  in  No.  16. 

From  the  Deputy  Administrator,  Orange  River  Colony,  to  the  High  Commissioner. 

December  10.  No.  811. — Referring  to  your  telegram  No.  65  of  the  10th  instant. 
Bad  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  at  Bethulie.  Cole  Bowen  is  there :  I  have  dismissed  the 
Superintendent  for  apathy.  Sending  two  more  doctors  there,  adding  60  more  beds  to 
hospital  as  well  as  increasing  nursing  staff. 
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Enclosure  12  in  No.  16, 

From  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  10.  No.  822. — Director  of  Supplies,  Army  Head  Quarters,  has  given 
orders  that  no  forage  for  refugee  transport  animals  is  to  be  issued  after  Slst  instant.  On 
making  enquiries  in  the  Cape  Colony  for  forage  I  am  confronted  *with  an  order  issued  by 
the  Military  that  no  forage  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  persons  except  to  themselves.  Could 
you  ask  that  my  duly  appointed  contractor  might  be  allowed  to  purchase  what  L> 
necessary. 

Enclosure  13  in  No.  16. 

From  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Army,  Pretoria,  to  High  Commissioner, 

Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  10,  1901.  No,  3809. — Your  wire  about  Sisters  for  camps.  I  have  called 
for  volunteers  urgently  and  will  do  what  I  can  to  assist. 


Enclosure  14  in  No.  16. 


Government  Buildings,  Bloemfontein, 
Sir,  December  9,  1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  circular  which  has  been  issued 
to  all  Superintendents  of  Refugee  Camps  under  the  Orange  River  Colony  Administration. 
with  reference  to  the  translocation  of  refugees  to  camps  about 'to  be  formed  in  the  Cape 
Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  C.  Trollope,  Captain, 
Chief  Superintendent  Refugee  Camps, 
To  John  Buchan,  Esq.,  Orange  River  Colony. 

Assistant  Private  Secretary  to  His  Excellency 
the  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Bloemfontein,  December  6,  1901. 
(Circular.     No.  148.) 

Refugees  Leaving  the  Orange  River  Colons. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  several  Concentration  Camps  in  charge  of  the  Civil  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Orange  River  Colony  are  hereby  informed  that  the  Administration  may 
shortly  find  it  expedient,  on  account  of  sickness  in  the  Camps,  scarcity  of  water,  and 
general  unsuitableness  of  the  present  sites,  to  remove  some  of  the  inmates  to  more 
suitable  places  in  either  Natal  or  the  Cape  Colony. 

It  is  well  known  that  for  various  reasons  some  of  the  inmates  may  have  objections 
against  leaving  the  Orange  River  Colony  and  proceeding  to  a  camp  to  be  formed  outside 
its  boundaries,  yet  it  may  be  found  that  there  are  others  who  would  be  only  too  glad  to 
do  so.  You  are  therefore  instructed  to  obtain  the  names  of  those  persons  who  might 
like  to  go  to  one  of  the  new  camps  about  to  be  formed,  this  list  being  submitted  to  me 
at  the  earliest  possible  date.  It  is  to  be  understood,  however,  that  where  the  head  of  the 
family  sends  in  his  or  her  name  as  being  willing  to  go,  it  will  be  binding  upon  the 
remaining  members  of  the  fiamily. 

This  notice  does  not  apply  to  families  whose  heads  are  still  under  arms  against  Hi^^ 
Majesty's  Government,  or  whose  health  is  likely  to  suflFer  from  a  damp  climate. 

If  the  family  wishing  to  move  is  split  up  in  two  or  more  camps,  this  must  be  stated 
in  the  list,  giving  the  names  of  the  camps  and  number  in  each  camp. 

By  order, 

A.  C.  Trollope,  Captain, 
Chief  Superintendent  Refugee  Camps,  Orange  River  Colony. 
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No.  17. 

GovBRNOB  Sib  H.  E.  McCALLUM  (Natal)  to  Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  9,  1902.) 

Gorernment  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal, 
Sib,  December  13^  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  herewith,  copy  of  report  by  General  Superintendent, 
Burgher  Camps,  for  the. month  of  November. 

I  llftVG    &C 

'  HENRY  McCALLUM. 


Enclosure  in  No.  17. 


General  Superintendent  op  Burgher  Camps.    Natal.    Monthly  Report  for 

November,  1901. 

Your  Excellency,  Pietermaritzburg,  December  10,  1901. 

During  this  month  arrangements  have  been  made  for  providing  all  supplies  for 
this  Department  except  transport.     . 

I  commenced  obtaining  meat  from  the  Transvaal  Cold  Storage,  Limited,  on  the  loth.  Meat. 
at  Id.  per  lb.  on  cost  price.     This  cost  to  the  Department  at  present  is  4|d.  instead  of 
4/gd.  as  at  first  quoted. 

Bread  is  still  being  got  from  the  same  contractors  who  previously  supplied.  Bread. 

Monthly  quotations  for  other  supplies  were  advertised  for.  The  weekly  ration  for  Rations, 
adults  is  meat,  4  lbs.  ;  bread,  7  lbs.  ;  sugar,  14  oz.  ;  coffee,  7  oz. ;  potatoes,  3^  lbs.  ; 
wood,  14  lbs.  ;  salt,  3^  oz.  ;  over  five  years,  meat,  3  lbs.  ;  bread,  3^  lbs.  ;  sugar,  14  oz. ; 
coffee,  7  oz.  ;  potatoes,  3^  lbs.  ;  wood,  14  lbs  ;  salt,  3^  oz. ;  under  five  years,  milk, 
4  tins,  ;  meal,  3^  lbs.  ;  wood  7  lbs.  The  cost  of  these  rations  is  about  3s.  3d.,  2s.  6d., 
and  2s.  3d.     Candles  and  soap  are  issued  as  necessary. 

Fresh  contracts  have  been  entered  into  effecting  considerable  saving.     At  Merebank  Contracts, 
wood  in  most  unsuitable  sizes  was  delivered  at  Is.  3d.  per  100  lbs.     The  new  contract  is 
for  3-foot  lengths  not  exceeding  6  inches  in  diameter  at  9d.  per  100  lbs. 

Funerals  were  costing  from  £4  10s.  to  £6  10s.  each.  These  are  now  arranged  in 
the  camp  at  from  15s.  to  258.  each.  At  Howick  wood  in  large  sizes  was  delivered  on  rail 
at  17s.  per  ton.  It  is  now  distributed  in  the  camp  at  18s.  6d.  per  ton  in  small  pieces, 
saving  all  transport  and  labour. 

The  Sanitary  contract  has  been  reduced  from  £7  per  1,000  to  £4  per  1,000  per  day  ; 
evexi  this  is  too  high,  but  I  was  disappointed  in  another  contractor.     I  hope  to  be  able  to 

fit  a  further  reduction.     Oh   this  item  alone   there  is  a  saving  of  £350  per  month, 
estimate  the  saving  on  these  three  contracts  alone  to  be  fully  £585  per  month. 

The  Natal  Government  has  agreed  to  the  conveyance  of  all  goods  at  military  rates.  Railage 
and  to  the  purchasing  out  of  bond,  but  declined  to  allow  the  rebate  on  purchases  firom  *^^  P^'" 
open  stocks.  ^^^ 

bond. 

I  am  still  endeavouring  to  obtain  the  cost  of  Burgher  Camps  in  Natal  prior  to  my  Finance, 
taking  over.     Up  to  November  30,  T  have  drawn  £30,000  from  the  Chief  Payma'ster, 
Natal,  and  the  balance  in  the  bank  on  that  date  was  £2,463  lis.  7d.     In  future  I  am  to 
obtain  funds  direct  from  Pretoria. 

In  addition  to  those  at  Howick,  Maritzburg,  Merebank,  and  Eshowe,  arrangements  Camps. 
are  being  made  for  one  of  3,000  at  Jacob's  Siding,  on  the  Bluff  Railway,  and  for  a  camp 
of  2,000  at  Mooi  River,  which  can  also  be  used  as  a  convalescent  camp  when  necessary. 
Another  camp  of  3,000  will  be  established  near  the  coast. 

I  went  into  the  question  pf  boarded  floors  for  huts,  but  found  it  would  cost  £6  per  Boarded 
ropm,  and  this  would  not  be  nearly  so  saleable  as  the  other  material  when  done  with,  floors. 
At  Merebank  and  Maritzburg  all  tents  are  being  replaced  by  wood  and  iron  huts.     At 
M9oi  River  several  w^^hhouses,  latrines  and  stores  are  already  erected  and  water  is  being 
laid  on. 
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The  total  number  of  refugees  on  the.  30tji  was  10,366,  being  10,216  whites  and 
150  blacks.  At  Howick  there  were  3,383,  Maritzburg  2,353,  Merebank  4,437, 
Eshowel94.  ....  •      ,      .      .  .         . 

At  Howick  there  ife  room  for  89,  Maritzburg  tiil.  No  sUlditions  are  being  made  to 
either  of  these  camps.  At  Merebank  there  will  be  four  distinct  sections,  each  under  a  medical 
man  and  assistant  superintendent  with  on6  superintendent  over  the  whole.  The  huts  are 
negirly. all  completed.  As  soon  as  the  hospital  and  sanitary  arrangements  are  complete, 
there  will  be  room  for  2,000  more  at  this  camp. 

Eshowe  is  bein^  kept  for  a  few  burghers  who  have  cattle  under  nulitary  control 

In  addition  to  tne  six  marquees,  the  large  police  hut  will  soon  be  ready  at  Howick. 

At  Maritzburg  the  pati^ts  are  still  in  the  niilitary  hospital.  The  Public  Works 
Department  are  busy  on  the  new  hospital,  which  should  be  available  shortly. 

The  new  ward  is  nearly  finished  at  Merebank.  There  are  49  sick  at  Howick,  with 
two  doctors  and  three  nurses.  Maritzburg  24  sick,  and  in  addition  to  S.M.O.  staff 
there  is  one  one  doctor  and  tw^>  nurses.  Merebank  128  sick  in  charge  of  three  doctors, 
and  three  nurses.     There  are  several  probationers  at  each  of  these  camps. 

At  Eshowe  the  Medical  Officer  there  attends  camp  daily. 

Dispensaries  are  all  provided  except  at  Eshowe. 
.   This  is  having  particular  attention  in  each  camp.     The  latrines  have  been  made  more 
comfortable,  to  induce  cleanliness.     Sanitary  inspectors  see  that  all  is  clean,  and  that  the 
sanitary  contractors  do  their  work  well.     All  drains  are  cleaned  daily.     Dr.  Hill,  the 
Health  Officer  of  the  Colony,  has  been  round  with  me  selecting  the  new  sites  for  camps. 

At  Howick,  unfortunately,  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  occurred,  but  it  is  now 
diminishing,  and  the  epidemic  of  measles  is  dying  out. 

Of  the  43  deaths  which  occurred  there  all  were  children. 

Maritzburg  has  been  very  healthy,  only  four  deaths  occurring  during  November. 
Mum]38  is  prevalent  in  this  camp. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  90.  I  attribute  the  great  number  of  deaths  among 
children  to  the  fact  that  these  children,  being  mostly  fiirm  reared,  are  going  through  all 
their  infantile  diseases  within  a  few  months  that  are  generally  spread  over  years.  The 
fprm  of  measles  is  also  a  very  severe  kind.  The  weather  has  also  been  very  wet.  During 
the  month  there  were  17  births. 

These  continue  to  be  much  used  and  appreciated.  Special  ones  for  hospital  use  are 
being  built,  where  all  linen,  &c.,  can  be  properly  treated.  Bathrooms  are  enjoyed  and 
freely  used.  Water  supply  is  good  and  plentiful  in  all  camps,  and  will  tend  to  keep  the 
health  of  the  camps  good. 

The  new  school  houses  at  Howick,  Maritzburg  and  Merebank,  are  all  nearly 
oom])leted,  and  will  be  a  great  convenience.  At  present  the  attendance  is :  Howick,  250 ; 
Maritzburg,  256  ;  Merebank,  ^28.  This  will  be  largely  increased.  Quarters  will  be  put 
up  for  the  new  staff  of  teachers  coming  from  England. 

Religious  instruction  is  being  continued.     Another  minister  has  arrived  at  MerebanL 

This  is  being  issued  when  necessary.  Camp  matrons  and  staffs  are  being  organised 
to  attend  to  this.     Sewing  classes  are  also  being  formed. 

The  only  difficulty  has  been  in  getting  good  potatoes.  The  new  crop  is  just  coming 
in.  Fruit  and  vegetables  can  be  purchased  cheaply  at  all  camps.  Where  a  family  cwi- 
sists  of  all  small  children  the  ration  does  not  seem  sufficient.  In  such  cases  the  medical 
officer  has  permission  to  increase  the  meal  ration. 

The  wood  ration,  where  refugees  cannot  supplement  it  from  outside  sources,  is  alio 
complained  of,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  increase  the  allowance.  There  is  no  difficulty 
in  purchasing  any  quantity. 

There  are  several  well-supplied  general  stores  in  each  camp,  and  I  hear  no  o(*i« 
plaints  of  prices  charged. 

I  have  been  advised  that  I  must  provide  my  own.     This  will  be  done. 

All  military  men  who  were  employed  in  camps  have  been  withdrawn  and  eevoal  of 
the  burghers  have  been  employed  as  assistant  issuers  of  rations.  Burgher  guards  have 
also  been  formed.  Some  men  have  been  sent  to  join  Mossop's  corps  at  Standerton. 
Several  girls  are  doing  well  as  probationers  in  hospital,  others  are  teaching  in  schools. 

Many  men  and  b(jys  find  employment  outside,  and  I  hear  good  accounts  of  them. 
Only  those  whose  conduct  is  good  are  taken  on  at  regular  employment  in  Camps  at  from 
Is.  to  28.  6d.  per  day. 

As  soon  as  the  Camps  get  settled,  I  intend  starting  gardening  and  other  kinds  oi 
work. 
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Generally  is  good.     One  suspicious  man  has  been  sent  to  Prisoner-of-War  Camp  at  Conduct. 
Ladysmith,  where  he  can  be  guarded.     A  few  women  are  rather  troublesome. 

Visitfl. 

No  special  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  month.  I  have  several  times 
paid  visits.  General. 

The  people  on  the  whole  are  comlbrtable  and  seem  satisfied.  Some  speak  very 
highly  of  the  camps.  There  are  firequent  applications  tp  be  admitted.  One  man  lately 
came  to  request  that  he  and  his  femily  might  be  admitted,  and  he  would  do  any  work 
for  nothing.  The  Camps  are  by  no  means  unpopular.  Some  of  the  refugees  who  have 
friendB  are  allowed  to  go  and  reside  with  them. 

I  have,  &c., 

Thos.  K.  Murray, 
General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps. 
To  His  Excellency 

The  Governor  of  Natal. 


No<  18. 
LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  7.50  a.m.  January  9,  1902.) 
(Extract.) 

Telegram. 

January  8.  No.  22. — I  see  that  at  home  people  are  harping  on  removal  to  the  coast 
as  cure  for  all  difficulties.  Apparently  they  do  not  realize  that  a  camp  must  be  (a) 
easily  accessible  and  (b)  well  provided  with  water,  and  that  there  are  very  few  sites 
which  unite  both  requisites  to  he  found  on  the  coast  of  South  Africa.  A  new  camp  is 
worse  than  useless  without  them.  Even  when  they  are  present,  a  site  such  as  Mossel 
Bay  may  be  impossible  because  of  plague. 

I  have  now  for  two  months  been  trying  as  hard  as  possible  to  transfer  some  of  the 
inmates  of  Transvaal  camps  to  the  coast,  and  I  have  only  succeeded  in  finding  room  for 
about  6,500.  Everything  is  being  done  and  local  authorities  give  me  every  facility,  but 
we  are  confronted  by  very  great  natural  difficulties  which  can  only  be  surmounted 
partially  and  slowly.  It  is  probably  as  mudi  as  can  be  done  if  one-fifth  of  the  refiigees 
are  ultimately  sent  to  the  Coast. 


No.  19. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  LORD  MILNER. 

•  (Sent  10.50  a.m„  January  9,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

9th  January,  No.  2.    Doctors  Dickenson,  Frew,  Mouat,  Scott,  and  Strathnairn, 
Medical  Ofiicers  for  Orange  River  Colony  Camps,  sailed  in  "  Avoca,"  30th  December. 

Doctors  Houghton,  Lloyd,  and  Alexander  for  Transvaal  Camps,  in  "  Nubia,"  on 
31st  December. 

Doctor  Voortman  for  Orange  River  Colony,  and  Doctors  Dunne  and  Philipson  for 
^either  Colony,  and  20  nurses  sail  on  "  Britannic,**  11th  January. 
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No.  20. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  2.5  p.m.,  January  9,  1902.) 

Telegkam. 

^Answered  by  No.  21.] 

9th  January.  No.  3.  Referring  to  my  telegram  9th  December,  No.  6,^  presume 
that  all  figures  for  December  relating  to  cmldren  are  now  on  basis  of  under  twelve. 

Please  send  complete  statistics  for  December  for  all  ages  for  publication  as  soon  as 
possible. 


No.  21. 
LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
i  (Received  5.42  a.m.,  January  11,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

10th  January.  No.  31.  Your  telegram.  No.  3,  9th  January, f  all  figures  for 
Transvaal  children  are  under  twelve.  Orange  River  Colony  was  instructed  to  do  like- 
v^ise,  but  they  have  been  unable  to  get  the  basis  changed  till  last  week.  Therefore 
Orange  River  Colony  December  figures  for  children  are  under  fifteen.  In  future  both 
Colonies  are  under  twelve. 

Complete  statistics  for  December  follow. 


No.  22. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  10  p.m.,  January  11,  1902.) 

Telegram. 
[Answered  by  No.  23.] 

January  11.  No.  4.  Matter  most  urgent.  Referring  to  your  despatch  of  De- 
cember 13,t  TroUope's  notice  to  camps,  last  sentence  but  one§  means,  as  I  assume^ 
that  those  whose  husbands  are  on  commando  need  not  be  consulted,  and  does  not 
imply  that  they  will  not  be  sent  down  to  more  healthy  conditions  at  the  coast  so  far 
as  there  is  opportunity ;  see  your  telegram  of  December  1.  \\ 


No.  23. 

LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  2.40  a.m.,  January  14,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

13th  January.  No.  43.  Your  telegram  of  11th  January,  No.  4.^  Tronope'& 
notice  means  that  those  whose  husbands  are  still  on  commando  will  be  sent  to  healtoier 
districts  when  we  thin  camps  whether  they  are  willing  or  not;  to  the  others  we  are 
bound,  by  Lord  Kitchener's  Proclamation,  to  give  the  option  of  staying  in  their  own 
districts. 


•  No.  38  in  [Cd.  853.]  t  No.  20.  1  No.  17 

§  See  page  128.  " ff  No.  32  in  [Cd.  853].        '  f  No.  2J 
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Mr.  chamberlain  to  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  3.15  p.m.,  January  14,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

14th  January.  No.  1.  Dietetic  value  of  rations  issued  in  Concentration  Camps 
has  been  celled  in  question  by  Dr.  Haldane,  brother  of  the  Member  of  Parliament. 
I  have  consulted  Doctor  Martin,  who  is  a  high  authority  on  such  matters,  and  he 
considers  ordinary  ration  deficient  in  certain  respects,  chief  deficiency  in  fat.  I  am 
not  clear  how  far  surrendered  Boers  were  originally  intended  to  be  maintained  at 
our  expense,  or  what  additional  supplies  they  were  m  a  position  to  secure  for  them- 
selves, but  I  assume  that  large  majority  of  those  now  in  the  camps  are  dependent  on 
the  ration  supplied. 

The  recommendation  of  above  mentioned  authority  is  that  the  ration  of  meat 
for  adults  ought  to  be  four  pounds  a  week,  and  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  fresh 
meat  procurable  is  deficient  in  fat'  and  that  tinned  meat  has  in  great  measure  to  be 
resorted  to,  there  should  be  added  one  or  one  and  a  half  ounces  of  dripping,  or  in  sub- 
stitution three  or  four  ounces  of  fat  bacon,  or  equivalent  in  margarine,  which  is  to 
dripping  as  87  to  103 ;  that  children  between  six  and  thirteen  should  have  one  and 
a  half  ounces  of  dripping  and  one  fifth  tin  of  condensed  milk  a  day,  and  children  from 
two  to  five  four-sevenths  of  a  tin  of  milk  and  half  an  ounce  of  dripping,  when  fresh 
milk  not  procurable.  Also  that  for  children  a  bread  ration  should  be  issued  from 
bakeries  in  camps,  and  that  meat  for  children,  and,  if  possible,  for  adults,  should  be 
cooked  for  them. 

In  view  of  this  opinion  please  consult  your  medical  advisers  and  consider  what 
changes  should  be  made  in  the  dietary  consistent  with  local  conditions.  Despatch 
follows  by  mail. 

I  ought  to  add  that  Dr.  Martin,  in  making  his  report,  had  before  him  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  Parliamentary  Papers  Cd.  819  and  853,  and  nothing  later. 

I  observe  from  the  enclosure  in  your  despatch  of  29th  November*  that  arrange- 
ments have  already  been  made  for  providing  bake  ovens  of  larger  size  for  general 
use  of  inmates  of  the  camps  in  the  Transva^u. 

I  also  notice  that  dietary  of  children  imder  five  years  was  to  be  revised,  and  that 
other  changes  have  been  proposed  for  the  improvement  of  the  rations,  as  is  shown  by 
the  enclosures  to  your  despatch  of  22nd  November,  t  but  I  am  not  yet  in  possession 
of  full  details,  which  I  shall  no  doubt  receive  shortly.  In  Natal  the  weekly  meat 
ration  for  adults  is  stated  to  be  four  poimds. 

The  opinion  informally  reportea  of  members  of  the  Ladies'  Committee  regarding 
the  rations  was  that  they  were  good  in  quality  and  sufficient,  though  laclring  in  variety 


No.  25. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  Ux  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  3.55  p.m.,  January  14,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

14th  January.  No.  2.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  figures  given  in  your  telegram 
of  10th  January,  No.  30,J  appear  to  show  considerable  reduction  in  the  mortality 
among  children  in  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony  Camps,  though  figures  for 
Natal  are  not  so  favourable. 

I  desire  to  take  this  opportxmity  of  expressing  my  great  appreciation  of  the  work 
ivhich  has  been  done  in  the  Camps  and  of  the  unremitting  efltorts  made  to  secure 
;a  good  system,  by  the  Military  Authorities  in  the  first  instance,  who  were  hampered 
bv  enormous  difficulties,  and  subsequently  by  yourself,  the  Deputy  Administrator 
of  the  Orange  River  Colony,  and  tne  Governor  of  Natal,  aided  by  the  zeal  and 
energy  of  the  stafiF  employed,  whose  exertions  are  entitled  to  warm  recognition. 

I  feel  sure  ihsA  there  will  be  no  relaxation  of  effort  until  the  camps  can  be 
considered  to  have  attained  normal  conditions. 


•  No.  9,  t  No.  3.  t  Not  printed  :  the  figures  are  given  in  the  table  on  next  page. 
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REFXrOEE  CAMPS  IN  SOUTH  AFBIOA. 
Statistics  for  thb  Moitfh  of  Dbobmbbs,  1901. 
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Natal         

1,266 

M81 

5,382 

11,129 
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22 

120 

J 

Cape  Colony         

24 

'     58 

198 

280 
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Kil 

m 

^1 

Orange  River  Colony      

5,676 

14,537 

23,542 

43,755 

85 

255 

m 

^ 

Transvaal 

10,722 

23,829 

27,302 

61,853 

70 

176 

736 

m\ 

Total 

17,688 

42,905 

56,424 

117,017 

160 

453 

1,767 

i 

N.B. — The  above  figures  being  compiled  in  South  Africa  from  weekly  r^umB,  thero  0q1 
day  or  two  in  the  month  unaccounted  for.  They  will  thus  slightly  differ  trom  figoreegiTeitni 
monthly  reports. 
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Governor  Sir  F.  W. 
Grenfell. 


High  CommiBBloner 
Lord  Milner. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Telegram 
78. 


Malta 


Telegram 

86 


17 


18 


19 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner.   . 


Telegram 
1 


Governor  Sir  H. 
McCallnm. 


Ditto 


E. 


Natal 


Natal 


1902. 


January  20 
(Rec.  Jan.  21.) 


January  22 
(Rec.  Jan.  22.) 


January  18 
(Rec.  Jan.  22.) 


January  24 
(Rec.  Jan.  24.) 


January  3 
(Rec.  Jan.  25.) 


January  4 
(Rec.  Jan.  25). 


20 


21 


Ditto 


High  Commissioner 
Lord  Milner. 


Natal 


January  25 


January  8 
(Roc,  Feb.  1.) 


'     January  8 
!  (Rec.  Feb.  1.) 


January  10 
(Rec.  Feb.  1.) 


January  10 
(Rec.  Feb.  1.) 


22 


Ditto 


Telegtam 
124 


February  3 
(Rec.  Feb.  3.) 


Reports  that  the  site  of  the  Merebank 
Camp  was  condemned  by  the  Ladies' 
Commission  as  damp,  but  that  the 
report  of  a  medical  board  of  enquiry 
does  not  bear  this  out,  except  as  to  a 
small  part. 


States  that  both  Indian  Officers  should 
land  at  Durban  and  report  themselves 
to  the  High  Commissioner  at  Durban. 


Forwards  statistics  of  the  epidemic  of 
measles  in  Malta  in  1892. 


Transmits    Reports  for 
Transvaal  Camps. 


necessary  purposes. 


Transmits  telegraphic  correspondence 
respecting  the  formation  of  further 
camps  in  the  Cape  and  Natal,  to 
relieve  those  in  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony. 


Reports  number  of  men,  women,  and 
children  transferred  from  Transvaal 
to  Natal  up  to  26th  January. 
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Reports    that    the    Governor  of    Natal  i   46 
desires   two    good     matrons      from 
England. 


November  on  ■   46 


Encloses  copies  of  two  circulars  issued 
by  the  Director  of  Education  to 
teachers  in  the  camps  which  show  the 
spirit  in  which  it  is  desired  that  the 
work  of  instruction  and  conciliation 
shall  be  carried  on. 


Observes  that  he  will,  no  doubt,  make      7S 
sure    that    camps    retain    sufficient 
transport    for    sanitary    and    other 


I 


Forwards  statement  showing  the  pre- 
sent and  ultimate  establishments  of 
camps  now  in  course  of  formation. 


Reports  a  visit  to  the  new  school  build- 
ing at  the  Pietermaritzburg  Camp,  and 
encloses  a  letter  conveying  the  thanks  ^ 
of  the  inmates  for  the  building. 


Forwards  Report  of  the  (General  Super- 
intendent of  Camps  for  November. 
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Serial 
No. 


From  or  to  whom, 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 


58 


29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


To  High    CommiB- 
Bioner  Lord  Milner. 


Ditto 


High  Commissioner 
Lord  Milner. 


To  High    Commis- 
si oner  Lord  Milner. 


Telegram 

1 


Telegram 
132. 


Telegram 
3. 


High  Commissioner 
Lord  Milner. 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


To      Administrator 
Lord  Milner. 


Ditto 


Date. 


Sabject 


Telegram 
3. 


Telegram 
146. 


Telegram 


Telegram 
3. 


1902. 


Febrjiary  4 


Febmary  5 


February  6 
(Rec.  Feb.  7.) 


February  8 


Ditto   ... 


Telegram 
160. 


January  17 
(Rec.  Feb.  10.) 


January  17 
(Rec.  Feb.  10.) 


January  18 
(Rec.  Feb.  10.) 


February  10 
(Rec.  Feb.  11.) 


February  11 


February  11 


February  13 
(Rec.  Feb.  13.) 


Observes  that  Dr.  Kendal  Franks's 
reports  are,  on  the  whole,  satis&ctory, 
except  as  to  Maf  eking,  and  assumes 
that  his  recommendations  have  re- 
ceived immediate  consideration ; 
makes  enquiries  on  various  points. 


Makes  suggestions  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  matrons  for  Natal. 


Replies  to  questions  in  No.  23 


Understands  that  instructions  have  been 
given  that  the  recommendations  of 
Mrs.  Fawcett^s  Committee  should  as 
far  as  possible  be  put  into  eJQEoct 
without  delay  ;  requests  that  if  any 
important  recommendation  is  not 
accepted  a  full  statement  of  reasons 
may  be  furnished. 


Encloses    correspondence    on    various 
matters. 


Encloses  the  new  Ration  Scale  for  the 
Transvaal  Camps. 


Encloses  a  copy  of  the  new  Ration  Scale 
in  the  Orange  River  Colony. 


Reports,  in  reply  to  No.  26,  that  all 
important  reconmiendations  have 
been  carried  out,  except  as  to  the 
removal  of  Merebank  Camp. 


Notifies  the  departure  of  forty  nurses 
for  the  Orange  River  Camps. 


Remarks  upon  the  question  of  the 
Merebank  Camp,  and  requests  his 
observations  on  the  recommendations 
of  the  Ladies'  Commission  in  regard 
thereto. 


Page. 


Replies  to  No.  32 


88 


88 


89 
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97 
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SOUTH    AFRICA. 


FURTHER    PAPERS 

KELATING   TO    THE 

WORKING   OF  THE    REFUGEE   CAMPS 

IN 

SOUTH    AFRICA. 


No.  1. 

Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McCALLUM  (Natal)  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  23, 1001.) 

Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal, 
Sm,  November  27,  1901. 

Referring  to  my  despatch  of  the  22nd  instant,*^  on  the  subject  of 
Burgher  Camps  in  this  Colony,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  vou  copy  of  further  tele- 
graphic correspondence  with  the  High  Commissioner  from  which  you  will  obsen^e  that 
it  has  been  determined  to  retain  the  Merebank  Camp  as  was  originally  intended,  and, 
subject  to  approval  of  sites  by  the  Government  Health  OflScer,  to  establish  two  new 
camp  at  Jacob's  Siding  and  at  Pinetown,  each  for  three  thousand  inmates.  Also 
graaually  to  substitute  iron  and  wood  huts  of  the  Merebank  pattern  for  the  bell  tents 
at  the  various  encampments,  as  these  latter  are  far  from  satisfactory,  and  rapidly  wear 
out. 

2.  1  leave  to-morrow  for  Cape  Town,  and  am  returning  via  Johannesburg,  hav- 
ing arranged  with  the  High  Commissioner  to  confer  with  him  on  the  general  subject  of 
Burgher  Camps,  as  well  as  on  other  matters. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McCALLUM. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  1. 
Governor,  Pietennaxitzbui^,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

November  25.  No.  1.  Your  telegram  23rd  November  No.  28.  I  propose  to  put 
up  hut  camps  at  Jacob's  Siding  and  possibly  Pinetown  if  approved  by  Grovemment 
Health  OflBcer.  Buildings  at  Merebank  very  open  and  can  never  be  overcrowded,  but 
if  in  future  desirable  to  remove  some  inmates  I  propose  they  should  go  to  Mooi  River, 
where  there  is  already  a  nucleus  (rf  a  camp.  Tents  to  be  used  for  accommodation 
of  iimiates. 

To  complete  two  new  camps  from  six  weeks  to  two  months  required.  Do  you 
approve  ?  I  advise  on  score  of  health  gradually  to  replace  at  all  encamiHnents  tents  by 
huts  such  as  you  saw  at  Merebank.    Tents  moreover  rapidly  wearing  out. 

.    •  No.  4  in  [Cd.  902]. 
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Enclosure  2  in  No.  1. 
High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Governor,  Pietermariteburg. 

TsaLSGRAM. 

November  26.  No.  32.  Your  telegram  of  November  25th  No.  1.  I  approve 
formation  of  two  new  camps  as  proposed  and  entirely  agree  as  to  the  desirability  of 
ultimately  substituting  huts  for  tents. 


No.  2. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  15,  1902.) 

[Ansicered  by  Xo.  23.] 

Sir,  High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg,  December  20,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  report  from  Dr.  Kendal  Franks,  C.B., 
on  the  subject  of  a  recent  visit  which  he  made  to  the  Burgher  Camp  at  Bloem- 
fontein,  together  with  some  photographs*  which  he  took  on  that  occasion. 

I  have,  ifec, 

MILNER, 

Administrator. 


Enclosure  in  No.  2. 
Bloemfontmn. 


I  visited  this  camp  on  November  25th,  and  four  following  days,  and  investigated 
every  department  carefully.  The  camp  is  situated  about  three  miles  almost  due  north 
of  Bloemfontein,  on  very  well-selected  groimd.  A  spruit,  or  water-course,  at  present 
dry,  runs  through  the  camp,  winding  its  course  from  north  to  south.  On  its  western 
side  is  situated  the  New  Camp,  which  is  the  larger  camp,  and  consists  of  nine  sections. 
There  are  25  marquees,  20  of  which  house  refugee  families,  three  are  used  as  ofl&ces 
and  a  mess  tent,  and  two  are  used  as  churches.  One  of  these,  a  very  large  marquee, 
acconmiodating  250  people,  is  shewn  in  the  main  street,  in  photograph  1.  Besides  the 
marquees,  there  are  908  Bell  tents  in  this  New  Camp,  of  which  880  are  occupied  by 
Burgher  families,  14  are  used  as  an  isolation  camp  for  diphtheria  contacts,  and  14  are 
given  over  to  the  transport,  to  accommodate  the  conductors  and  native  drivers. 

The  nine  sections  in  this  camp  are  again  sub-divided  into  blocks  of  30  tents  each. 
These  blocks  are  lettered  and  each  tent  is  numbered.  The  distance  between  the  tents 
measures  40  feet  from  pole  to  pole,  and  the  streets  are  30  yards  wide  between  the 
blocks.  The  groimd  upon  which  this  New  Camp  is  pitched  slopes  gently  towards  the 
south  and  the  east,  and  aa  it  is  well  trenched  in  these  two  directions  there  is  no  fear  of 
its  getting  water-logged.  In  fact,  I  am  told  by  outsiders  who  have  visiteB  the  camp,  Aat 
owing  to  the  sandy  nature  of  the  soil,  the  ground  dries,  after  heavy  rain,  with  extra- 
ordinary rapidity.  The  tents  are  regularly  and  evenly  pitched,  and  the  whole  camp 
has  a  clean  and  orderly  appearance  which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  authorities.  The 
streets  are  marked  out  bv  white  stones,  as  is  seen  in  photograph  1,  and  i^am  in  photo- 
graph 3.  In  photograph  2,  a  partial  view  of  the  camp  is  given,  looking  southwards. 
Bloemfontein  may  be  seen  in  the  distance.  Photograph  3  gives  another  partial  view 
of  the  camp,  looking  westwards,  with  S'pitzkop  in  the  distance. 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  spruit  already  mentioned  there  is  a  long  low-lying 
kopje  which  separates  the  New  Camp  from  the  Old.  A  small  road,  or  foot-path,  wincb 
round  and  over  the  southern  end  of  this  kopje  connecting  the  camps.  They  are  about 
half-a-mile  apart.  This  Old  Camp  is  pitched  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  hill,  overlook- 
ing a  valley  through  which  another  spruit  winds.  Owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the 
ground,  and  in  some  parts  to  the  unsuitable  nature  of  the  soil,  it  was  not  possible  to 
pitch  this  camp  with  the  same  mathematical  accuracy  as  was  the  case  in  the  New 
Camp.  In  the  valley  near  the  south-east  end  of  the  camp  there  is  an  excellent  weD 
of  good  water,  with  a  pump,  which  yields  150  gallons  an  hour.    This  is  a  much  smaOer 

•  Not  reproduced. 
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camp  than  the  New  Camp  to  the  west,  and  consists  of  (1)  Eight  marquees,  seven  of 
which  are  occupied  by  Eefugee  families,  and  one  forms  the  church;  (2)  360  Bell 
tents;  (3)  20  private  tents  of  the  usual  Boer  pattern,  which  were  either  bought, 
or  made,  by  the  occupants.  They  are  very  comfortable ;  (4)  six  canvas  shelters ;  and 
(5)  16  Indian  tents.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  what  this  camp  lacks  in  unSormity  and 
systematic  r^ularity,  it  makes  up  for  in  variety.  From  its  position  it  is  a  difficult 
camp  to  make  look  orderly  or  neat.  It  was  not  as  clean  as  the  New  Camp,  and  the 
tents  were  closer  tc^ther. 

I  did  not  see  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  J.  F.  Bennett.  He  was  away  on  leave  of 
absence,  and  has  been  so  for  the  past  two  months.  For  the  first  month  his  place  was 
taken  by  Captain  Vinn  Johnston,  who  has  since  gone  to  Kimberley  to  take  over  the 
camp  there.  For  the  past  month  the  sole  charge  of  the  camp  has  devolved  upon  the 
Assistant  Superintendent,  Mr.  O,  L.  Bandle,  and  he  has  proved  himself  to  be  one  of 
the  most  active,  energetic  and  tactful  superintendents  I  have  yet  come  across.  In  no 
camp  have  I  foimd  such  an  excellent  spirit  prevailing.  All  the  inhabitants  seem  to 
have  a  great  liking  for  their  young  superintendent.  When  he  accompanied  me 
through  the  camp,  I  was  struck  by  the  cordial  reception  he  received.  He  exercises  a 
firm  yet  tactful  discipline  through  the  camp,  which  is  not  resented,  bwause  they  re- 
cognise that  it  is  just.  I  found  a  very  large  proportionate  number  of  the  men  at  work, 
and  working  cheerfully,  many  of  them  without  pay.  Apparently,  whatever  work  they 
were  told  to  do,  they  did  as  a  matter  of  course.  Thus,  I  found  in  this  camp  a  long 
shed,  divided  by  a  partition  into  two  workshops.  One  of  these,  measuring  60  feet 
long  by  18  feet  wide,  was  the  carpenters'  shop,  and  contained  four  excellent  benches, 
witn  tools  in  racks  on  the  walls  all  round.  Twelve  carpenters  work  here,  under  a  head 
carpenter.  The  latter  receives  £4  a  month,  and  his  assistants  £3,  They  now  make  all 
the  coffins,  which  hitherto  have  been  supplied  by  contract  with  an  undertaker  in  the 
town.  They  also  make  bedsteads,  tables,  forms,  (fee,  according  to  the  amount  of  wood 
available.  The  other  division  of  the  hut,  which  measimes  32  feet  in  length,  is  the 
bootmakers'  shop.  Here  I  found  twelve  men  busily  at  work.  They  are  supplied  vrith 
leather  and  the  necessary  tools.  They  make  reaUy  good  boots,  and  are  allowed  to  sell 
them  to  the  people  in  camp  for  Is.  6d.  a  pair  for  adults,  and  Is.  for  children.  Should 
the  people  who  require  them  be  imable  to  pay,  the  boots  are  given  to  them.  Thus 
the  pronts  to  be  made  by  bootmaking  are  very  small,  rarely  exceeding  IBs.  per  month 
per  man,  and  yet  the  men  look  cheerful  and  interested  in  their  work.  An  adjoining 
shed  is  a  general  store  for  wood,  clothes,  kettles,  rakes,  shovels,  &c.,  of  which  there 
seemed  to  be  a  fairly  good  supply  in  hand.  There  is  also  a  blacksmiths'  forge,  where 
the  transport  animals  are  shod,  Scotch  carts  and  other  vehicles  repaired.  The  head 
blacksmitn  gets  £5  a  month :  he  is  also  a  wheelwright.  Many  burghers  are  also  em- 
ployed in  vegetable  gardening,  and  in  tree  planting.  4,000  trees  have  already  been 
planted  in  suitable  spots  around  the  camp,  and  these  areas  are  each  enclosed  vrithin 
a  wire  fence.  There  is  a  vegetable  garden  of  about  an  acre,  which  is  already  green 
with  promise.  Eighteen  acres  have  been  laid  out  to  tJie  north-east  of  the  camp  and 
enclosed.  The  ground  has  been  ploughed,  and  the  whole  sown  with  mealies,  potatoes 
and  water  melons. 

On  the  south-western  side  of  the  camp,  Mr.  Bandle  has  had  a  dam  built,  which, 
even  in  this  dry  season,  has  a  depth  of  seven  feet  in  one  place.  In  the  rainy  season  the 
depth  can  be  increased  to  14  feet.  This  work  has  been  entirely  done  by  the  burghers, 
and  they  say  it  will  never  run  dry.  It  is  used  for  watering  the  horses,  cows  and  oxen. 
It  extends  over  a  very  fair-sized  area. 

In  addition  to  these  special  works,  a  large  number  of  the  men  are  employed  in 
camp  work.  Two  clerks  are  employed  in  the  suj>erintendent's  office.  Tne  store- 
keeper is  a  Free  Stater,  Mr.  D.  Kays,  and  the  issuer,  Mr.  Lindique,  belongs  to 
Winburg.  He  is  assisted  by  eight  issuers,  who  receive  Is.  per  day.  There  is  a  separate 
issuing  tent  for  each  camp.  Two  conductors,  paid  £5  ana  £4  a  month  respectively,  do 
the  transport  work  between  the  camp  and  the  tovm.  One  man  is  in  charge  of  the 
transport  animals,  to  see  that  they  are  groomed,  watered  and  fed,  and  one  man  is 
employed  at  the  station  to  receive  new  arrivals  and  look  after  their  baggage.  These 
receive  a  shilling  a  day  each.  One  man,  whose  duty  is  to  pitch  the  tents,  to  look  after 
them,  to  find  accommodation  and  to  replace  tents  which  are  worn  out,  received  £4  a 
month.  The  same  remuneration  is  given  to  the  head  cattleman,  who  has  five  span  of 
oxen  and  25  milch  cows  under  his  charge.  Oth^  men  in  the  camp  can  be  called  upon 
to  assist  in  any  work  where  their  help  may  be  required,  vrithout  pay. 
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Two  carefully  selected  head  men  of  the  better  class  have  been  appointed  to  gene- 
rally superintend  each  camp,  to  see  that  they  are  kept  clean  and  orderly.  They  are 
unpaid.  Under  them  are  twelve  corporals.  Six  of  these,  who  are  all  well  off,  are 
not  paid;  two  get  £4  a  month,  and  tour  get  Is.  a  day.  Nine  of  these  corporals  are 
appointed  to  camp  1,  i.e.y  the  larger  camp  to  the  west,  and  three  do  duty  in  camp  2, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  intervening  kopje.  They  are  responsible  for  their  respective 
sections,  and  can  call  upon  any  man  in  their  sections  to  do  caAip  work.  That  this 
system  works  well  in  this  camp  is  evidenced  by  the  great  cleanliness  and  order  to  be 
found  everywhere  in  the  streets  and  surroundings  of  the  tents.  The  latrines  are  placed 
at  a  safe  distance  round  the  camp.  There  are  15  in  camp  1,  containing  187  seats,  and 
8  in  camp  2,  with  91  seats.  These  are  all  in  good  order,  and  are  imder  the  charge  of 
a  latrineieeper,  who  receives  Is.  a  day,  and  who  goes  round  with  four  natives  and  sees 
that  they  are  cleaned  and  disinfected  regularly.  Round  the  latrines  are  buckets  for 
holding  slops.  These  buckets  and  the  pails  of  the  latrines  are  emptied  daily  by  the 
Municipality  of  Bloemfontein.  All  dust  and  rubbish  is  removed  in  wheelbarrows  to 
•  dumping  heaps  outside  the  camp  at  a  convenient  and  safe  distance.  One  heap  is 
I  allowed  to  be  formed  in  the  centre  of  the  camp  for  the  convenience  of  those  furthest 

removed  from  the  heaps  outside  the  bounds.     This  heap  is  cleared  away  daily  in 
Scotch  carts. 

Besides  the  men  employed  in  the  above  duties,  there  is  a  postman  who  receives 
Is.  a  day.  The  same  wage  is  paid  to  four  camp  policemen,  two  stretcher-bearers,  and 
to  a  man  in  charge  of  the  boiler  which  supphes  the  hospital  with  hot  water. 

The  policing  of  the  camp  is  entrusted  to  seven  municipal  police,  English  Colonials, 
who  are  supplied  by  the  town.  Their  duty  is  to  preserve  law  and  order,  and  I  under- 
stand that  their  duties  are  light.  They  have  also  to  see  that  the  flaps  of  all  the  tents 
are  rolled  up  at  10  a.m.,  and  kept  rolled  up  till  2  p.m.,  except  when  there  is  a  high 
wind  or  in  cases  of  sickness.  In  most  camps  this  is  enforced  by  a  reduction  in  the 
rations  in  case  of  disobedience.  In  this  camp  a  novel,  equally  effective  and,  I  believe, 
less  objectionable  method  is  employed.  Should  the  skirt  of  the  tent  not  be  raised,  and 
no  cause  shown  why  it  should  not  be,  the  whole  tent  is  allowed  to  collapse,  and  the 
inmates  are  left  to  put  it  up  again  themselves.  This  punishment  has  been  but  rarely 
employed,  but  that  it  has  proved  efficacious  is  to  be  seen  on  all  sides  when  walking 
through  the  camp.     Consequently,  all  the  tents  were  fresh  and  well  aired. 

There  are  three  Dutch  Reformed  Ministers  connected  with  this  camp.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  H.  De  Wet  receives  £200  a  year,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Daneel  £180  a  year, 
and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Louw  £120  a  year.  The  two  former  live  and  officiate  in  the 
camp ;  the  latter  resides  in  Bloemfontein  and  looks  after  the  funerals. 

When  I  first  visited  the  camp  on  November  25th,  there  were  6,371  refugees  living 
in  it.  Of  these  806  were  men,  1,880  women,  and  3,685  children  (under  15  years  of 
age). 

On  the  western  side  of  camp  1,  and  facing  the  broad  main  street,  is  the  issuer's 
office,  and,  immediately  behind  it,  the  large  ration  shed.  This  shed  is  8"4  feet  long 
and  14  feet  wide.  Twelve  men  with  five  scales  are  employed  in  issuing  rations.  T 
watched  the  process  and  was  pleased  with  the  rapidity  with  which  it  was  aone.  I  was 
informed  that  the  weekly  rations  for  camp  1,  numbering  about  4,000  people,  were 
issued  in  one  hour  .and  five  minutes.  I  would  suggest,  as  an  improvement,  that  the  Dupli- 
cate Bag  System,  employed  at  Barberton  and  in  some  other  camps,  be  adopted.  It  is 
not  easy  for  the  people,  nor  is  it  advisable,  that  they  should  carry  their  groceries,  and 
sometimes  large  quantities  of  flour,  in  basins,  bowls,  or  other  receptacle  which  .nay 
come  to  their  hands,  and  sometimes  to  a  considerable  distance.  They  should  remove 
their  stores  in  clean  calico  bags,  the  duplicates  of  which  they  return,  washed  and  folded, 
each  time  they  draw  their  supplies. 

The  quantities  they  receive  here  are  the  same  as  in  the  other  camps  in  the  Orange 
River  Colony,  and  the  quality  of  the  various  articles  I  inspected  was  excellent.  The 
Chief  Superintendent  informs  me,  he  proposes  shortly  supplementing  these  rations 
with  certain  extras,  as  jam  and  lime  juice.  Green  vegetables  will  shortly  be  available 
from  the  camp  gardens. 

A  soup  kitchen  has  been  inaugurated  under  the  charge  of  a  capable  woman  from 
the  camp,  who  does  her  work  well.  At  present  only  one  Sawyer's  stove  is  at  work, 
but  it  makes  240  pints  of  soup  daily,  which  is  distributed  to  330  children.  A  brick 
building  has,  however,  been  constructed,  and  it  only  awaits  the  arrival  of  more  stoves 
from  the  coast  in  order  to  be  able  to  supply  all  the  children  in  the  camp. 
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There  are  six  general  stores  in  camp  1,  and  three  in  camp  2,  run  by  private  indivi- 
duals. They  are  largely  patronised  by  the  refugees,  and  are  evidently  paying  con- 
cerns. Were  these  stores  abolished,  and  one  large  store  run  by  the  authorities  on  the 
lines  of  the  Field  Force  Canteen,  and  the  profits  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  camp,  it 
would  be  a  boon  to  the  people.  Captain  Trollope  discussed  the  question  with  me,  and 
he  agreed  that  the  experiment  would  be  worth  trying.  In  his  hands  I  am  sure  it 
would  be  a  success.  The  present  stores  in  camp  1  are  situated  on  the  western 
boundary  of  the  camp,  on  each  side  of  the  ration  shed. 

Immediately  outside  the  camp,  at  its  north-western  comer,  we  find  the  schools. 
These  consist  of  three  sun-dried  brick  shelters  with  sail-cloth  roof  of  the  usuial  pattern. 
On  November  25th,  there  were  616  children  present  in  the  three  shelters;  that  is 
nearly  all  that  could  be  accommodated ;  but  considering  the  large  number  of  children 
in  the  camp,  more  school  room  will  be  required.  In  one  of  these  shelters  a  singing 
lesson  was  in  progress  when  I  went  in,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Cronje.  The 
children  were  singing  well  and  looked  interested,  keen  and  bright.  They  were  not 
very  clean,  but  Miss  Cronje  assured  me  that  they  were  beginning  to  improve  very  much 
in  this  respect.  On  the  28th,  in  another  shelter,  I  again  listened  to  a  singing  lessen. 
With  a  curious  mixture  of  pathos  and  irony  the  children  were  singing,  or  learning  to 
sing  "  Home,  Sweet  Home."    (See  photograph  4.) 

The  head  schoolmaster  is  Mr.  J.  W.  de  Witt ;  he  takes  charge  of  the  schools  in 
the  Old  Camp.  The  schools  in  the  New  Camp,  or  camp  1,  are  under  the  charge  of  the 
head  schoohnistress.  Miss  Ferreira.  She  has  seven  schoolmistresses  under  her,  six  of 
whom  are  Dutch,  and  one  Dutch  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Scheepers.  In  camp  2,  under  Mr. 
de  Witt,  there  are  five  female  assistants,  four  of  whom  are  Dutch,  and  one  Dutch 
assistant  master.  What  I  have  already  said  in  other  reports  is  emphasised  here.  This 
arrangement  is  not  right.  The  teachers,  and  more  especially  the  head  teachers,  should 
be  English.  Precious  time  is  passing,  and  I  think  this  matter  should  engage  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  the  authorities.  The  head  schoolmistress  here  is  a  daughter  of 
General  Ferreira,  and  naturally  is  very  anti-English.  She  is  a  good  teacher  and  does 
her  work  well,  nor  does  she  conceal  her  antipathies.  At  a  recent  singing  competition 
before  the  Deputy  Administrator,  on  the  Kmg's  birthday,  she  refused  to  conchict  her 
class  at  the  performance.  I  do  not  blame  her,  rather  I  honour  her  for  her  courage  in 
evincing  her  sympathies ;  but  it  is  not  such  to  whom  we  should  entrust  tEe  education 
of  the  youn^,  vnth  whom,  iii  the  future,  we  hope  our  successors  will  be  able  to  live  on 
terms  of  amity  and  peace. 

The  hospital  is  situated  on  gently-rising  ground  on  the  western  side  of  the  kopje 
which  separates  the  two  camps.  The  spruit  lies  between  it  and  camp  1.  The  hospital 
consists  of  five  tin  huts,  eight  marquees  for  convalescents,  and  two  marquees  for  aiph- 
theria.  The  medical  ofiicers  and  dispensers  are  accommodated  with  bell  tents;  there 
is  one  double  bell  tent  for  night  nurses,  and  one  marquee  for  probationers.  A  bell 
tent  at  some  distance  serves  the  purpose  of  a  mortuary. 

This  hospital  is  the  best  equipped  and,  perhaps,  the  best  managed  hospital  I  have 
seen  in  any  burgher  camp,  and  some  of  them  are  very  good.  One  tin  hut  is  used  a? 
quarters  for  the  matron  and  the  sisters,  who  are  all  trained  nurses,  and  for  some  of  the 
probationers.  I  went  through  all  the  rooms.  They  are  comfortable  and  sufficiently, 
though  not  luxuriously,  furnished.  Much  of  the  furniture  has  been  made  "  on  the 
premises,'*  out  of  packing  cases.  They  were  all  neat,  except  those  of  the  probationers, 
who  have  not  yet  learnt  the  elements  of  tidiness.  The  other  four  huts  are  for  patients. 
The  exterior  of  one  is  shown  in  photograph  5.  It  measures  114  feet  lone,  and  is  27  feet 
wide.  Each  hut  contains  39  beds,  except  an  enteric  ward,  which  has  w.  One  hut  is 
for  general  cases,  two  huts  are  for  entenc,  and  one  hut  is  for  children,  mx>stly  measles. 
The  beds  have  wire-wove  spring  mattrasses ;  the  beds  are  neat  and  clean.  Dovni  the 
centre  of  each  hut  are  tables,  on  which  are  to  be  found,  besides  the  necessary  hospital 
requirements,  vases  full  of  flowers.  In  the  childrens'  hut,  which  was  quite  a  show 
ward,  there  were  two  strips  of  carpet  between  the  foot  of  the  beds  and  the  tiiblc?. 
These  are  rolled  up  every  morning,  taken  out,  shaken  and  beaten  and  then  replaced. 
The  necessity  for  tnese  would  be  obvious  to  anyone,  especially  to  a  feverish  patient,  who 
heard  but  once  the  heavy  tread  of  the  Dutch  probationer,  t  was  told  that  one  of  them 
succeeded  in  putting  her  foot,  on  one  occasion,  through  the  flooring.  There  are  toys 
also  in  the  ward  for  the  children.  The  interior  of  this  ward  is  shown  in  photograph  6; 
The  sister  in  charge.  Sister  Bryant,  is  seen  on  the  right-hand  side.  Each  bed  is  sup-i 
plied  with  a  mosquito  net  to  keep  off  the  flies.  The  sick  children  seemed  particularly 
well  looked  after  and  cared  for.     The  interior  of  one  of  the  enteric  wards  is  seen  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


photograph  7,  and  another  ward,  with  the  medical  and  nursing  staflEs  in  front,  is  shown 
in  photograph  8. 

At  one  end  of  each  hut  there  is  a  kitchen  with  a  good  close  range.  At  the  othei: 
end  there  is  a  bathroom.  Outside  one  end  of  each  hut  there  are  two  or  three  large 
tubs  full  of  antiseptic  solution,  for  infected  bed  linen  and  utensils. 

The  marquees  for  cases  of  diphtheria  contain  six  beds  each,  and  are  well  arranged. 
When  I  first  visited  the  hospital  there  were: — 

In  the  ward  for  general  cases  33  patients. 

In  the  ward  No.  1,  for  enteric  38        „ 

In  the  ward  No.  2,  for  enteric  38        „ 

In  the  ward  for  children      25        „ 

who  were  all  suflEering  from  measles  or  complications  after  measles.  In  the  two 
marquees  there  were  seven  cases  of  diphtheria,  all  doing  well.  There  seems  to  be  an 
excellent  spirit  pervading  this  hospital.  The  Matron,  Sisters  and  Probationers  all 
pull  well  together.  They  all  looked  happy  and  bright,  and  seemed  very  keen  about 
their  work.  The  wards  were  verj^  well  kept,  and  were  a  credit  to  the  Bloemfontein 
camp. 

A  large  corrugated  iron  hut  close  by  forms  the  dispensary.  The  interior  is  very 
well  arranged,  and  well  stocked  with  drugs.  There  is  a  large  supply  of  medical  com- 
forts. Near  this  is  a  200-gallon  tank  for  boiling  water.  This  supplies  the  requironents 
of  the  hospital  and  of  the  dispensary. 

On  the  same  side  of  the  spruit  as  the  hospital,  but  at  the  other,  or  northern,  end  of 
the  kopje,  is  the  diphtheria  isolation  camp.  Here  the  families  of  diphtheria  patients 
are  kept,  as  suspects,  while  the  invalids  are  treated  in  the  hospital  marquees. 

About  200  yards  south  of  the  hospital,  and  separated  from  it  by  the  main  road^ 
is  the  bath-house,  containing  12,  rather  small,  baths.  During  my  inspection  of  them,, 
two  men  were  having  baths,  who  informed  me  that  they  repeated  the  process  once  a 
week.  Beside  the  bath-house  are  three  long  stands  where  all  the  linen  and  clothing 
from  the  hospital  is  washed,  after  being  disinfected,  when  necessary.  Alongside  of 
these  are  six  large  tanks  which  are  supplied,  or  ought  to  be  supplied,  by  a  one-inch 
pipe  from  the  town  supply. 

About  500  yards  to  the  south-east  of  the  hospital  is  a  small  camp  enclosed  with 
barbed  wire  for  irreconcilables,  law  breakers  and  bad  characters.  It  acts  like  a  prison, 
and  has  an  excellent  deterring  effect.     Its  inmates  were  few. 

The  staflf  of  the  hospital  consists  of  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  iJr.  Norman 
Pern,  a  very  hard-working  and  conscientious  practitioner.  He  is  assisted  by  four 
other  medical  ofl&cers,  Dr.  Beaumann,  a  Free  Stater,  Dr.  Rossiter,  Dr.  Cameron,  since 
transferred  to  Brandfort,  and  Dr.  Pearce.  They  divide  the  wards  in  the  hospital  and 
the  camps  between  them.  There  are  four  dispensers.  The  nursing  stafE  is  composed 
of  the  Matron,  Mrs.  Highway,  four  English-trained  Nurses  and  one  Colonial-trained. 
The  Matron  is  an  energetic,  kindly  woman,  who  not  only  knows  her  business  well,  but 
evidently  takes  a  great  interest  in  making  her  hospital  as  perfect  as  possible.  She  was 
trained  at  Chelsea  Hospital,  and  for  over  eight  years  was  Matron  of  Radley  College, 
near  Oxford.  In  each  of  the  wards,  containing  39  or  40  beds  there  are  five  proba- 
tioners, three  for  day  work  and  two  for  night.  In  the  marquees,  there  is  one  proba- 
tioner for  every  two  marquees  during  the  day,  and  one  for  every  four  marquees  during 
the  night.  One  of  the  sisters  in  rotation  acts  as  night  superintendent.  The  proba- 
tioners are  reported  to  be  good  and  to  like  their  work.  There  are  many  canoidates 
for  the  post,  so  that  it  is  comparatively  easy  to  make  a  good  selection.  They  are  paid 
2s.  a  day,  and  they  receive  extra  rations  out  of  the  medical  comforts. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  much  difiiculty  in  this  camp  in  inducing  people  to  ga 
into  the  hospital.     When  ordered  by  the  Medical  Ofl&cer,  they  must  go,  and  they  bow 
to  the  inevitable.    Moreover,  I  believe,  they  are  gradually  discovering  for  themselves 
how  much  better  oflF  they  would  be  in  hospital  than  lying  ill  in  their  tents ;  and  with- 
out question  the  hospital  here.looks  most  attractive.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  hos- 
pital is  the  means  of  saving  many  lives,  much  more  so  than  the  hospitals  at  home,  for 
whatever  chance  a  patient  in  England  in  his  own  home  may  have,  when  not  only  the 
doctor  attends,  but  his  orders  are  carried  out,  the  sick  in  the  Boer  house  or  tent  has 
little;  the  extraordinary  ignorance  and  prejudice  displayed  by  the  Boers  in  regard 
to  even  the  elementary  laws  of  health,  and  their  still  more  extraordinary  ideas  in  regard 
to  the  sick,  and  their  love  for  their  own  medicines,  and  remedies,  many  of  the  most 
revolting  nature,  make  it  necessary  in  these  camps,  in  order  to  some  extent  to  control 
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the  death-rate,  to  use  compulsion  as  regards  the  hospital,  and  to  save  them  from  them- 
selves. We  know  that  in  the  United  Kingdom,  amongst  the  lowest  classes,  the  ideas 
regarding  the  treatment  of  the  sick,  and  the  remedies  employed  are  primitive  in  the 
extreme,  and  some  of  them  belong  to  the  period  of  the  dark  ages.  But  these  primitive, 
ignorant  and  frequently  revolting  methods  are  almost  universal  among  the  Boers,  and 
axe  found  among  every  class.  1  foimd  many  instances  of  it  in  the  camp  at  Bloem- 
fontein.  There  is  here  a  Mr.  J.  Kruger,  a  nephew  of  the  ex-Pfesident's.  Being  a 
man  of  superior  intelligence,  he  has  been  selected  for  one  of  the  higher  offices  in  the 
camp.  One  day  he  told  the  Superintendent  that  his  wife  was  suffering  a  good  deal 
from  rheumatism,  and  he  requested  Mr.  Eandle  to  use  his  influence  witn  fir.  Beau- 
mann,  to  allow  him  to  give  his  wife  a  cow-dung  bath,  which,  he  stated,  was  "  the  best 
thing  for  rheumatism."  Mr.  Eandle  one  day  visited  Abram  Strauss,  a  man  who  had 
been  selected  as  one  of  the  head  men  of  the  camp,  and  in  virtue  of  his  office  was  housed 
in  a  marquee.  Mr.  Bandle  was  surprised  to  see  a  cat  running  about  the  tent  with  all 
its  fur  clipped  off.  He  enquired  the  cause  and  was  informed*  Siat  the  fur  had  been  cut 
off  and  roasted,  and  then  applied  to  his  child's  chest  as  a  remedy  for  bronchitis.  Dr. 
Pern,  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  told  me  that  he  was  once  sent  for  to  see  a  child 
who  was  ill  in  one  of  the  tents.  When  he  entered  the  tent,  for  some  moments  he  could 
not  make  out  what  he  saw.  He  then  discovered  that  the  parents  had  killed  a  goat 
and  cut  it  open,  removing  all  the  internal  organs.  They  had  then  put  the  child  bodily 
inside  the  goat,  with  its  head  alone  protruding  through  the  opening  made  by  removing 
the  breastbone.  Some  of  the  Boer  remedies  have  a  strong  savour  of  superstition. 
Thus  a  favourite  remedy  for  jaundice  is  to  rub  the  patient's  body  with  cabbage  seeds. 
The  seeds  are  then  sown.     When  they  come  up,  the  jaundice  disappears. 

The  tooth  of  a  horse  worn  on  a  string  round  the  neck  is  believed  to  cure  rheuma- 
tism. A  piece  of  potato  put  into  each  ear,  and  a  necklace  made  of  square  pieces  of  the 
same,  is  said  to  cure  earache.  Toothache  is  cured  by  cutting  the  finger  and  toe  nails 
of  the  sufferer  off  short.  These  parings  are  put  into  a  bottle  with  a  lock  of  his  hair 
and  some  water.  The  bottle  is  then  corked  and  buried,  and  the  toothache  disappears. 
A  black  fowl  opened  and  appUed  hot  and  bleeding  to  the  chest  is  a  cure  for  inflanmiar 
tion  of  the  lungs.  These  are  only  saihples  of  treatment  culled  from  the  experiences  of 
tJie  medical  officers  in  the  Bloemfontein  camp,  and  I  believe  such  methods  are  re- 
sponsible for  much  of  the  high  mortality  found  in  the  camps.  Hence  I  think  thaf  an 
-extension  of  the  hospital  system  and  compulsion  in  admitting  the  sick  will  do  much 
towards  reducing  the  death-rate,  but  even  these  will  be  ineffective  unless  in  every 
<5amp  properly  trained  women  are  responsible  for  the  daily  visitation  of  every  family 
and  every  tent.  This  has  not  been  the  case  in  Bloemfontein,  where  the  reporting  of  sick 
eases  has  been,  for  the  mist  part,  the  duty  of  the  cori^oials,  and  has,  consequently, 
been  very  imperfectly  done,  but  a  properly  qualified  camp  matron  is  about  to  be  ap- 
pointed, with  a  trained  and  efficient  staff  under  her. 

On  November  28th,  there  were  202  patients  in  the  hospital,  of  whom  43  were 
<5onvalescents.  Of  the  I'emainder  94  were  enteric  and  8  dysenterj\  There  were  eight 
cases  of  whooping  cough,  four  of  which  were  complicated  with  pneumonia,  and  11 
eases  of  measles,  three  with  pneumonia  superadded.  Eight  cases  of  diphtheria  and 
five  of  simple  pneumonia.  Eighteen  had  not  yet  been  diagnosed,  and  the  remaining 
seven  were :  hysteria  two,  abscess  one,  jaundice  one,  scurvy  two,  mastoid  inflamma- 
tion one. 

It  thus  appears  that  measles  has  almost  disappeared  from  the  camp,  but  it  is  being 
replaced  by  enteric. 

In  October  there  were  204  deaths  in  the  hospital  and  camp.  Of  these  75  were 
<iue  to  pneumonia,  mostly  consequent  on  measles,  and  18  were  due  to  enteric.  Fifty- 
nine  were  returned  as  due  to  diarrhoea.  In  November,  up  to  and  including  the  27th, 
there  were  147  deaths,  of  which  29  were  due  to  pneumonia  mostly  consequent  on 
measles,  and  30  were  caused  by  enteric,  and  49  by  diarrhoea.  It  is  thus  obvious  that 
enteric  is  on  the  increase,  which  the  number  of  cases  in  hospital  on  the  28th  November, 
i.e.,  94,  corroborates.  Bloemiontein  has  already  acquired  an  evil  reputation  on  this 
score,  and  the  chief  agent  at  work  is  on  all  hands  allowed  to  be  the  water.  The  well 
water  in  the  town  has  been  chiefly  held  responsible,  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact  that 
when  a  copious  water  supply  was  first  brought  into  the  town  from  the  Modder  River, 
there  was  a  simultaneous  decline  in  the  number  of  enteric  cases.  The  epidemic  which 
broke  out  among  our  troops  last  year  in  and  around  Bloemfontein  reached  its  appalling 
dimensions  after  the  disaster  at  Sauna's  Post,  which  cut  off  tKe  Modder  supply  from 
the  town.    The  Modder  River  as  a  water  supply  has  received  an  evil  name  among  the 
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public  which  it  does  not  desen^e.  They  associate  it  in  their  minds  with  the  descrip- 
tions, and  perfectly  true  descriptions,  of  the  Modder  River  at  Paardeberg,  and  tfiey 
omit  to  remember  that  when  it  flowed  past  our  camp  then  it  had  already  permeated  the 
reeking  shambles  of  Cronje's  laager.  But,  north  of  Bloemfontein  the  river  is  much 
nearer  its  source.  Moreover,  the  water  percolates  through  many  filtering  beds  before 
it  reaches  the  reservoir  which  supplies  the  town.  This  water  would  be  a  tremendous 
boon  to  the  burgher  camp,  if  only  a  sufficient  supply  could  be  obtained.  The  great 
difficulty  which  this  camp  has  to  deal  with,  and  for  coping  with  which  in  the  future 
some  provision  must  immediately  be  made,  is  the  insufficient  supply  of  water.  There 
are  three  wells  in  the  New  Camp,  and  two  in  the  Old  Camp,  but  one  of  these  latter 
contains  too  much  sxilphur  to  be  palatable  or  fit  for  drinking  purposes.  It  may  prove 
useful  as  a  remedial  agent  by  and  by.  The  other  four  wells  are  supplied  with  pumps, 
but  the  wells  have  proved  very  disappointing.  Each  well  has  begun  By  giving  such 
a  good  supply  of  water  as  to  raise  tne  hope  that  the  water  question  has  b^en  solved, 
but  after  a  short  time  each  well  has  begun  to  fail.  At  the  present  moment,  were  each 
pump  to  work  day  and  night  without  ceasing,  thev  would  supply  less  than  7,000  gallons 
a  day  amon^  them.  That  is  a;bout  one  gallon  of  water  per  nead  of  the  camp  popula- 
tion, a  totaUy  insufficient  supply;  but  as  the  pimips  are  only  worked  intermittently, 
the  supply  probably  does  not  exceed  5,000  gallons  a  day. 

I  have  already  mentioned  (p.  6)  a  one-inch  pipe  which  is  intended  to  convey 
water  from  the  town  supply  to  the  six  large  tanks  to  the  south  of  the  hospital.  But 
frequently  no  water  came,  and  it  was  feared  that  the  Militarj-  Authorities  nad  cut  off 
the  supply.  In  an  interview  I  had  with  General  Tucker,  I  found  that  the  water  supply 
in, the  town  had  fallen  so  low  that  there  was  no  longer  sufficient  pressure  to  overcome  the 
resistance  of  the  pipes  out  to  the  camp.  Recognising  the  urgency  of  the  matter,  Greneral 
Tucker  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  question,  and  the  Royal  Engineers,  under  his 
insii notions,  have  been  busy  devising  the  best  means  to  overcome  the  difficulty.  It 
is  proposed  to  form  a  reservoir  on  the  top  of  one  of  the  kopjes  overlooking  the  hospital, 
to  \srhich  water,  from  a  promising  well  near  the  entrance  of  the  valley  in  which  the  Old 
Camp  lies,  wiU  be  pumped  up  by  an  oil  engine..  This  will  supply  the  hospitaL  For 
the  rest  of  the  camp,  a  three-inch  pipe  will  convey  water  from  the  Modder  Main  at  a 
higher  source  than  at  present.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  give  a  sufficient  and  satis- 
factory supply  of  water  to  the  camp.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buston,  D.S.O.,  C.R.E.,  who 
spent  a  good  deal  oi  time  going  round  the  camp  with  Mr.  Randle  and  myself,  seemed 
to  think  that  this  would  be  a  feasible  and  efficient  plan. 

There  are  certain  people,  both  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
who  have  condemned  these  camps  in  unmeasured  terms.  There  are  not  many  who  do. 
so  in  South  Africa,  and  it  will  generally  be  found  that  those  who  do  so  out  here,  have 
never  seen  a  camp,  except  from  a  distance,  or  have  perfunctorily  walked  through  one. 
It  would  be  well  if  such  people,  before  indulging  in  denunciation,  could  see  a  camp  like 
this  one  near  Bloemfontein,  as  I  have  seen  it  in  all  its  various  departments.  They 
would  be  surprised  that  in  the  face  of  so  much  difficulty,  so  much  has  been  accom- 
plished. In  the  camps  themselves  there  is  no  complaining.  They  all  would  like  to 
return  to  their  farms,  but  as  they  realise  that  this  is  impossible,  they  are  quite  con- 
tented wifh  their  life  in  camp.  Some  of  the  women  in  this  camp  said  that  if  they  had 
only  known  what  the  camp  was  like  they  would  have  come  in  long  before  they  did. 
Some  of  the  well-meaning  people  at  home  are  appalled  at  the  high  cieath-rate  among 
the  children,  because  they  do  not  understand  the  conditions  as  we  see  them  out  here. 
They  are  willing  and  anxious  to  send  out  supplies,  or  money  to  buy  supplies,  to  feed 
the  children,  who,  they  are  told,  are  dying  of  starvation.  That  is  not  so.  Not  only  are 
the  rations  ample  to  support  life,  in  some  cases  I  have  come  across  people  who  were 
able  to  save  up  some  of  flieir  supplies  for  a  rainy  day,  but  in  all  the  camps  there  is  a 
liberal  supply  of  medical  comforts,  and  the  medScal  officers  have  orders  to  give  thm 
out  in  all  cases  in  which  they  think  they  are  required.  While  left  entirely  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  medical  men,  their  orders  are  that  they  are  not  to  stint  or  to  be  sparing 
in  the  distribution  of  these  so-called  "  medical  comforts.''  As  an  illustration,  the 
following  is  a  list  of  the  medical  comforts  and  the  quantity  issued  in  Bloemfontein 
camp  during  October,  1901 : — 

Champagne — 32  bottles. 
Brandy— 171^  bottles. 
Port  Wine— 73i  bottles. 
Claret— 29  bottles. 
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Stout— 19  bottles. 

Whiskey— 19  bottles. 

Pearl  Barley— 225  lbs. 

Benger's  Food — 72  tins  (2  lbs.  each). 

Maizena — ^80  packets  (1  lb.  each). 

Quaker  Oats — 90  packets  (2  lbs.  each). 

Rice  (extra) — 5f  bags  (170  lbs.  each). 

Sago— 170  lbs. 

Milk — 103f  cases  (48  tins  per  case)  =  5,004  tins. 

Brand's  Essence — 144  tins. 

Bovril— 324  tins. 

Candles— 362^  packets. 

ParaflBln — 40  gallons. 

Sugar  (extra)— 720  lbs. 

Jelly— 45  dozen  packets. 

Butter— 150  lbs. 

Jam — ^240  tins. 

Cocoa — 144  tins. 

Fresh  Vegetables — 12  bags  (72  lbs.  each). 

In  addition  to  the  above,  45  lbs.  of  meat,  and  50  lbs.  of  bread  per  day  were  issued 
to  the  hospital  extra.  I  think  this  list  will  satisfy  anyone  that  the  extra  foods  and 
luxuries  for  those  who  require  them  are  given  with  no  stinting  hand. 

Kbndal  Franks. 


No.  3. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  15,  1902.) 

Sir,  High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg,  December  20,  1901. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  December  13th,*  I  have  the  honour  to  en- 
dose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  documents  on  the  subject  of  Boer  Concentration 
Camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

MH^NER, 

High  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  3. 

Governor,  Cape  Town,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  11.  M.  S.  I.  With  reference  to  your  telegram,  89,  November  23rd, 
and  previous  telegrams  re  Camp  sites.  I  have  just  received  from  Ministers  Minute 
stating  that  suitable  sites  have  been  selected  at  Port  Elizabeth  and  East  London. 
From  descriptions  in  telegrams  accompanying  Minute  sites  appear  to  be  suitable  in 
every  way.  Ministers  state  that  there  are  objections  to  establishment  of  Camp  at  Port 
Alfred,  but  do  not  specify  them. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  3. 


Lieutenant-Governor,  Orange  River  Colonv,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner, 

Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  16.    I  gather  that  the  Military  authorities  have  lying  at  the  Coast 
I  considerable  number  of  wood  and  iron  huts,  some  of  which  you  inform  me  will 


some 
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be  set  apart  for  new  Camps  at  Coast.  Is  it  possible  for  us  to  obtain  a  further  numbei 
from  them  for  up  country  Camps  ?  If  not,  we  shall  have  to  order  considerable  number 
more  tents,  and  I  suggest  that  the  Indian  Government  be  ad^ed  whether  they  could 
supply  any  number  of  Eastern  pattern  British  privates  tents,  if  so,  when,  in  what 
niunhlers,  and  at  what  price. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  3. 

High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein. 

Telegram. 

December  17.    No.  74.    Following  sent  to  Viceroy  of  India: — 
Begins :  We  are  short  of  tents  for  Concentration  Camps.    Could  your  Govern- 
ment supply  any  number  of  Eastern  pattern  Biitisn  tents  ?   If  so  how  many, 
how  soon,  and  at  what  price  ? 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  8. 

High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Viceroy  op  India,  Calcutta. 

Telegram. 

December  17.  We  are  short  of  tents  for  Concentration  Camps.  Could  vour 
Government  supply  any  number  of  Eastern  pattern  Britisii  privates  tents  1  If  so  now 
many,  how  soon,  and  at  what  price  ? 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  3. 


Superintendent  of  Camps,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  Assistant  Secretary,  High  Com- 
missioner, Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  11.  No.  275.  Yours  of  to-day.  It  was  before  I  received  the  wire 
irom  Ladies'  Commission  that  I  advised  further  accommodation  at  Merebank.  They 
said  letter  follows,  which  I  have  not  received,  nor  do  I  know  their  reasons.  Some  time 
ago  I  stopped  further  erection  of  huts,  and  told  Public  Works  to  devote  whole  of  their 
attention  to  the  Hospital  and  nurses'  quarters,  &c.  When  at  Merebank  last  Friday 
one  large  military  hut  was  nearly  finished.  These  ladies  seemed  to  have  an  objection 
to  a  central  hospital.  I  am  getting  more  nurses.  I  think  one  well  equipped  hospital 
better  than  separate  ones.  I  am  visiting  Merebank  on  Saturday,  and  pemaps  it  mav 
be  well  to  await  full  information,  and  taBc  with  the  Governor  before  you  send.  I  will 
post  you  my  monthly  report  to-night,  and  keep  copy  for  the  Governor. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  3. 


Superintendent  op  Camps,  ;Pietermaritzburg,  to  Assistant  Secretary,  High  Com- 
missioner, Johannesbiurg. 

Telegram. 

December  12.  281.  Havc  received  ladies'  letter  condemning  Merebank  site  as 
low  and  wet.  No  Camp  to  be  over  3,000,  and  general  recommendations  about  nurses, 
matrons,  rations,  &o.    You  will  have  copy  I  understand. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


11 

Enclosure  7  in  No.  3. 

Governor,  Natal,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

Decemiber  16.  No.  1.  In  reference  to  Ladies'  Commission's  Report  on  Merebank, 
dated  6th  instant,  recommendation  No.  1,  which  is  opposed  to  local  advice.  I  suggest 
Board  of  Medical  Officers,  consisting  of  Principal  Medical  Officer,  Natal,  Government 
Health  Officer,  Natal,  and  Senior  Medical  Officer,  Durban,  to  report  to  you  at  once  on 
the  subject.  If  you  approve  I  will  ask  General  Officer  Commanding,  Natal,  for  services 
of  first  and  third  officers  suggested.  Other  reoonmiendations  can  be  dealt  with.  Sir 
Thomas  Murray  is  preparing  Minute  on  various  points  referred  to  in  report. 


Enclosure  8  in  No.  3. 

High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Governor,  Pietermaritzburg. 

Telegram. 

December  17.  No.  38.  Your  telegram.  No.  1,  of  16th  December,  I  agree  in  think- 
ing that  the  idea  is  good  especially  if  it  can  be  promptly  acted  upon.  Till  decision 
arrived  at,  of  course,  no  more  Refugees  should  be  sent  to  Merebank.  The  Board  might 
at  the  same  tune  be  asked  to  express  an  opinion  on  Jacob's  Siding  and  neighbourmg 
sites. 


No.  4. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  15,  1902.) 

[Answered  by  No,  23.] 

Sra,  High  Commissioner's  Ofl&ce,  Johannesburg,  December  20,  1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  copies  of  reports  by  Dr.  Kendal 
Franks,  C.B.,  on  liie  subject  of  visits  which  he  made  to  the  Bui^her  Camps  at  Kimber- 
ley,  Vryburg,  and  Mafeking,  together  with  photographs*  which  were  taken  in  those 
places. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 

High  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  4. 
Military  Governor's  Ofl&ce,  Pretoria,  December  17,  1901. 


Report  upon  the  Kimberley  Burgher  Camp  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks. 

I  visited  and  inspected  this  Camp  on  November  4ih,  1901,  and  the  three  follow- 
ing days.  The  Camp  is  situated  on  me  highest  groimd  aibout  Kimberley,  almost  due 
west  of  the  town,  and  close  to  the  reservoir,  which  is  slightly  above  it  on  the  north- 
west side.  It  is  said  to  be  the  best  and  healthiest  site  near  Kimberlejr,  and  was 
originally  selected  by  the  Principal  Medical  Ofl&cer  as  the  most  suitable  position  for  the 
mifitary  hospital,  but  such  difl&culties  were  put  in  his  way,  he  was  obliged  to  take  ground 
to  the  south  sou-east  of  the  town  for  his  hospital,  and  the  site  near  the  reservoir  was 
later  on  allotted  to  the  Burgher  Refugees. 

This  Camp  was  originally  started  by  the  Military  Authorities  on  January  4th, 
1901.  The  Refugees  from  the  Orange  River  Colony  were  passed  over  to  the  Civil 
authorities  on  March  lOih,  and  the  whole  Camp  was  transferred  on  May  1st.  It  is 
divided  into  two  divisions ;  one,  called  the  enclosed  Camp,  is  surrounded  by  a  barbed 
wire  fence,  and  is  guarded  by  sentries,  Fig.  1.  Within  it  are  kept  Cape  Colonial  rebels, 
their  wives  and  families.     There  are  133  men,  209  women,  and  409  children,  a  total  of 

•  The  photograplis  are  not  reproduced, 
10858  B  '2 
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751.    The  rest  of  the  Camp  is  unenclosed,  and  is  divided  into  sections,  according  tx)  the 
districts  from  which  the  people  come. 

Thus,  on  the  south  side,  from  east  to  west,  we  find  the  Boshof  section,  the  Faure- 
smith  section,  and  the  section  which  contains  the  Refugees  from  Hoopstad,  Petrusburg, 
and  Jacobsdal.  Between  the  Boshof  section  and  the  enclosed  Camp,  whidli  lies  to  the 
north,  is  the  hospital  enclosure.  West  of  this  enclosure,  and  to  the  north  of  the  Faure- 
smith  and  Hoopstad  lines  is  the  Transvaal  section.  This  is  a  small  section  containing 
only  Refugees  from  the  Transvaal,  and  consist  of  58  men,  186  women,  and  291  didldren, 
in  all  535  persons.  All  the  rest  of  the  Refugees  are  Free  Staters,  and  number  2,476, 
consisting  of  369  men,  772  women,  and  1,335  children.  The  total  niunber  of  inhabi- 
tants being  on  the  day  of  my  visit  3,762. 

Among  the  Free  Staters  are  included  three  Colonial  families,  who  volimtarily 
came  in  seeking  for  protection.  They  are,  Mr.  C.  D.  Ras,  his  wife  and  two  children, 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Ohvier  and  four  children,  Mrs.  G.  J.  C  Olivier  and  three  children.  The 
husbands  of  the  two  Oliviers  are  convicts  at  TokaL 

The  Camp  is  well  pitched,  and  consists  of  9  marquees  and  657  bell  tents.  The 
tents  are  sufficiently  separated  from  each  other,  and  the  streets  are  wide.  In  some 
of  the  tents  there  is  distmct  overcrowding.  Thus,  in  tent  10,  Hoopstad  Camp,  I  found 
a  mother  and  9  children  in  a  bell  tent.  In  E  13,  Fauresmith,  a  mother  and  7  children, 
in  E  12,  four  adults  and  four  children.  In  No.  1,  Transvaal  section,  there  were  6  dd 
men,  varying  from  60  to  70  years  of  age.  In  No.  6  A,  there  were  Johannes  Erasmus, 
from  Petrusburg  his  wife  and  five  children.  TTie  latter  were  aged  respectively  21,  17, 
14,  10,  and  5,  and  included  both  sexes.  Though  we  are  told  that  it  is  a  common 
practice  and  custom  among  the  Boers  in  their  own  homes,  it  is  not  proper,  under  English 
supervision,  that  boys  and  girls  of  such  ages  should  be  crowded  together  day  and  night 
with  their  parents  in  one  tent. 

When  I  spoke  tothe  Superintendent  about  the  overcrowding,  he  gave  as  an  excuse 
that  he  had  not  a  sufficient  number  of  tents.  Occasionally  through  the  Camp  I  found 
tents  which  were  neat  and  clean,  and,  conspicuous  by  their  rarity,  I  found,  here  and 
there,  children  who  looked  as  if  they  had  been  occasionally  washed,  and  were  well  cared 
for.  Thus,  in  the  Transvaal  section  I  found  a  family  from  Christiana,  called  Westhui- 
zen,  consisting  of  the  father,  mother,  and  one  child.  They  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
excavate  the  floor  of  the  tent  to  the  depth  of  one  foot  nine  inches.  This  made  the  tent 
inside  look  lofty  and  roomy.  The  side  was  surrounded  by  a  low  wall  or  ridge,  9  inches 
high,  and  outside  this  was  a  trench  to  carry  off  the  water  m  rainy  weather,  so  that  there 
was  no  danger  of  the  tent  getting  flooded.  They  were  very  oonif ortable  and  contented. 
The  tent  was  cool,  neat,  and  clean.  The  most  remarkable  tent,  however,  was  D  12, 
Fauresmith  division,  which  belonged  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  der  Merwe.  I  was  attracted 
to  it  by  the  sight  of  a  clothes  line  stretched  from  the  pole  of  the  tent  to  a  pole  stuck 
into  the  ground,  at  a  little  distance.  It  was  covered  with  freshly  washed  clothes. 
There  were  four  children  in  the  tent,  all  looking  well  noihished,  well  clothed,  and 
happy.  They  were  the  cleanest  children  I  had  seen,  clean  even  to  the  critical  British 
eye.  I  had  a  long  and  interesting  talk  to  the  parents,  and  soon  ascertained  the  cause 
of  this  phenomenon.  The  mother,  though  bom  in  the  Colony,  was  the  offspring  of 
Scottish  parents,  and  informed  me  with  some  pride  that  on  her  mother's  side  she  was  a 
great  grand  niece  of  Robert  Bums.  The  chilaren  had  all  had  measles  of  a  severe  type. 
She  had  put  them  to  bed  in  flannelette  night  gowns,  had  kept  the  blankets  for  night 
use,  and  had  kept  the  tent  flap  open  by  day.  She  and  her  husband  had  sat  up  every 
night  altemately  for  three  weeks,  and  all  tiie  children  recovered  without  any  compli- 
cation. What  a  different  story  to  what  I  have  seen  and  heard  in  other  tents,  and  what  a 
different  result ! 

There  is  no  adequate  provision  in  this  Camp  for  tent  to  tent  visiting,  and  there  is 
no  system.  There  are  two  ladies,  who  were  sent  out  by  "  the  South  African  Women's 
and  Children's  Distress  Fund,"  who  have  done  a  good  deal  of  valuable  and  voluntary 
work  in  the  Camp  for  the  past  five  months.  One  of  them,  Miss  Mellor,  was  appointed 
Camp  matron  on  October  15th,  but  she  has  no  staff  or  assistants  under  her,  and  it  is 
impossible  for  her  to  visit  all  the  tents.  Again,  the  medical  ofl&cers  are  expected  to 
visit  all  the  tents  under  their  chaise  twice  a  week,  but  this  is  a  professional  visit,  to 
see  to  the  health  of  the  inmates.  The  Superintendent  visits  the  tents  to  see  what  cloth- 
ing or  boots  are  required,  and  where  he  thinks  it  necessary  he  issues  them  himself,  or 
gives  an  order  for  such  when  the  medical  ofl&cers  or  Camp  matron  report  a  case  where 
they  are  needed.  This  is  work  which  should  occupy  the  time  fully  of  a  relief  matron 
and  her  assistants,  and  should  not  be  performed  by  a  Superintendent  who  has  ,or  should 
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have,  other  matters  to  attend  to.  Consequently  the  work  of  visiting  the  tents,  of 
seeing  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  tents,  and  of  their  inmates,  of  reporting 
cases  of  sickness,  &c.,  is  very  imperfectly  done.  Fortimately  there  is  very 
httle  sickness  in  the  Camp,  so  that  lie  opportimity  for  concealing  cases 
of  sickness  does  not  frequently  occur,  but  were  there  another  epidemic  such  as  ia 
visiting,  or  has  visited,  other  Camps,  the  strain  on  the  scanty  personnel  would  be  very 
great,  and  many  cases  could  be  concealed,  or  might  be  overlooked.  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Camp  matron  be  provided  with  two  trained  nurses  as  her  assistants,  and 
with  12  probationers,  girls  or  young  women  selected  from  among  the  Refugees  in  the 
Camp,  who  should  be  provided  vsdth  some  distinguishing  badge  or  uniform,  who  would 
carry  out  a  systematic  and  daily  tent  to  tent  visitation.  I  have  spoken  to  Miss  Mellor 
about  it,  and  should  the  staff  be  supplied  to  her,  she  is  prepared  to  carry  out  a  system 
which  I  consider  woxild  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  Camp.  She  would  continue 
to  superintend  the  soup  kitchen,  and  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  lead  the  people 
into  the  paths  of  cleanliness  and  health. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Camp  is  Mr.  S.  R.  Shutte,  and  his  assistant  is  Mr.  P. 
R.  McNeill.    The  storekeeper  is  Mr.  H.  W.  Smilh. 

The  system  adopted  in  this  Camp  is  as  follows: — Each  District  elects  one  Of  its 
inhabitants  to  act  as  a  Committee  man,  subject  to  the  Superintendent's  approval.  The 
District  and  Sub-Districts  thus  elect  8  Committee  men.  These  Committee  men  and  the 
Head  officials  meet  in  the  Superintendent's  oflftce  once  a  week  to  discuss  Camp  matters. 
All  complaints  and  wants  are  then  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Superintendent. 

For  the  discipline  of  the  Camp,  each  district  is  divided  into  rows  of  tents.  Over 
each  row  of  tents  a  corporal  has  charge,  who  is  also  elected  by  the  people,  and  approved 
by  the  Superintendent.  His  duties  are  to  see  that  the  people  keep  the  surroundmgs  of 
their  tents  clean.  They  call  the  roU  every  morning  of  the  men,  women,  and  children 
in  their  lines ;  they  report  all  casualties,  births,  deaths,  and  absentees  to  the  Committee- 
man, who  reports  to  tne  Superintendent  at  9.30  a.m.  This  system  sounds  as  if  it  would 
work  well,  but  it  does  not.  The  Committee  men  and  the  Corporals  do  not  seem  to 
have  any  authority  or  hold  over  the  people  at  all.  This  is  the  first  Camp  in  which 
I  have  seen  the  elective  system  tried,  and  it  is  the  only  Camp  in  which  I  have  found  the 
Burghers  unable  to  exercise  the  authority  with  which  they  have  been  invested.  It  is 
a  system  which  in  these  Camps  is  bound  to  fail.  These  Burgher  oflicials  feel  that  they 
derive  their  authority  from  the  people,  and  to  the  people  they  must  therefore  be  subser- 
vient. It  would  be  much  better  for  a  strong  Superintendent  to  select  his  own  men 
carefully,  and  to  appoint  them  himself. 

The  people  axe  obliged  to  sweep  up  round  their  tents  every  day,  and  to  cart  away 
the  rubbish  in  wheelbarrows  to  square  holes  dug  in  the  streets  where  all  the  sweepings 
are  deposited.  For  this  purpose  4  barrows,  16  shovels,  9  brooms,  and  three  rakes  are 
supplied  to  each  district.  These  holes  are  continually  being  emptied  by  men  employed 
by  the  Borough  Council  of  Kimberley,  and  the  contents  are  removed  in  carts  to  the 
deposit  site  belonging  to  the  Municipality.  An  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  general 
cleanliness  and  sanitation  of  the  Camp.  He  has  to  see  that  the  latrines  are  kept  clean, 
and  that  all  slops  and  dust  holes  are  regularly  emptied.  The  senior  medical  ofl&cer. 
Dr.  Woodward,  is  also  expected  to  inspect  the  latrines  daily.  This  is  no  easy  work, 
because  the  manner  in  which  the  Boers,  men,  women,  and  children  use  the  latrines, 
ensures  their  always  being  in  a  filthy  condition. 

The  order  that  the  flaps  of  all  tents  shall  be  raised  during  certain  hours  each  day 
is  very  well  enforced  in  this  Camp. 

The  rations  in  the  Camps  under  the  administration  of  the  Orange  River  Colony 
differ  somewhat  from  those  issued  by  the  Transvaal  Administration.  Thus,  ^  lb.  of 
meat  is  given  per  day  here  per  head,  whilst  in  the  Transvaal  one  and  a  half,  in  some 
Camps,  and  two  pounds  or  more,  according  to  quality,  in  other  Camps,  is  issued  tvdee 
a  week. 

For  comparison  I  will  put  the  weekly  issue  in  parallel  columns: — 


Orange  River  Colony — 
Meat,  3^  lbs. 
Flour,  5|  lbs. 
Sugar,  14  ozs. 
Coffee,  7  ozs. 
Salt,  7  ozs. 

Condensed  milk,  7/12  tin. 
Rice,  i  lb. 


Transvaal — 

Meat,  3  to  4  lbs. 
Flour,  7  lbs. 
Sugar,  12  ozs. 
Coffee,  6  ozs. 
Salt,  4  ozs. 
Milk,  none. 
Rice,  1  lb. 
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Thus  it  appeaxs  that  the  meat  ration  is  about  the  same  in  both.  The  Transvaal 
gives  more  flour  and  more  nee-  The  Orange  River  Qolony  gives  a  slightly  larger  amount 
of  sugar  and  coffee,  an  unnecessarily  large  amount  of  salt,  and  they  give  the  twelfth  of 
a  tin  of  condensed  milk  per  head,  per  day,  w^hich  is  not  given  in  the  Transvaal  camps, 
except  as  a  medical  comfort.  The  great  difference,  however,  lies  in  this,  that  the  above 
ration  is  the  adult  ration  in  the  Transvaal,  given  to  all  over  the  age  of  twelve.  Beneath 
that  age  various  reductions  are  made.  In  the  Orange  River  Colony  camps  this  is  the 
ration  issued  to  all,  irrespective  of  age.  An  infant,  2  days  oW,  as  soon  as  its  name  is 
registered  on  the  books,  draws  precisely  the  same  ration  as  an  adult  of  30  years.  This 
is,  of  course,  a  great  advantage  to  the  adult,  and  is  a  premium  on  a  large  family  of  small 
children,  but  it  does  not  commend  itself  to  economy. 

In  this  camp  the  Superintendent  instead  of  issuing  |  lb.  of  flour  for  seven  days, 
issues  f  lb.  of  flour  for  6  days,  and  adds  f  lb.  of  potatoes  m  lieu  of  the  7th  day's  issue 
of  flour.    Where  potatoes  are  available  iMs  is  a  commendable  practice. 

I  inspected  the  rations  which  were  being  issued,  and  I  was  quite  satisfied  vdth 
their  quality.  The  coffee  contained  more  chicory  than  is  palatable  to  the  Boers,  but 
that  was  the  only  complaint  they  were  able  to  make.  The  meat  here  seems  to  be,  in 
general,  of  a  better  quality  than  is  obtainable  in  the  Transvaal. 

The  school  buildings  were  being  finished  when  first  I  visited  the  camp,  and  were 
in  use  before  I  left.  Each  hut  consists  of  a  room  with  three  sundried  brick  walls,  20 
feet  wide  and  22  feet  in  depth.  The  fourth  side  is  open.  A  canvas  covering,  stretched 
across  a  beam  running  from  end  to  end,  constitutes  the  roof  (see  fig.  2  and  3).  The 
forms  consist  of  planks  supported  on  pedestals  of  sundried  bricks.  There  were  no 
desks.  The  position  of  these  huts  is  not  good.  In  the  first  place  the  open  end  faces 
north-north-east,  so  that  it  faces  the  sim  almost  the  whole  day,  and  certainly  during 
the  whole  school  hours.  In  the  next  place  the  worst  winds  blow  from  the  north,  that 
is  right  into  the  buildings,  and  though  no  quarter  is  quite  free  from  winds,  if  the  huts 
had  faced  easterly,  the  mildest  winds  would  have  been  encountered.  I  do  not  think 
these  huts  after  a  storm,  or  in  a  comparatively  short  time,  will  be  of  much  use  as  school 
rooms.     The  school  age  is  from  6  to  14  years.    There  are  1,253  children  in  the  camp 

Qualified  by  age  to  attend,  yet  there  are  only  421  names  on  the  school  roU.  On  the  4tli 
[ovember,  398  of  these  were  in  school.  They  looked  fairly  dean,  and  quite  happy. 
The  head  school  master  is  Mr.  J.  Minnaar,  a  Dutchman.  He  was  in  the  .educational 
department  of  the  Orange  Free  State.  He  left  Bloemf ontein  for  Kimberley  on  Octo- 
ber 22nd.  His  lady  assistants  are  all  Dutch  girls.  Miss  du  Preez,  Miss  Theunissen, 
Miss  Jooste,  Miss  Nell  and  Miss  M.  Jooste.  Just  before  I  left  Kimberley  an  English 
girl.  Miss  Walker,  had  arrived,  and  was  teaching  in  the  school.  I  have  seen  and  studied 
carefully  many  schools  in  the  Burgher  camps,  and  I  have  seen  that  schools  under  purely 
British  teachers,  are  just  as  successful  and  just  as  well  attended  as  those  where  the  pre- 
dominant element  is  Dutch.  Indeed,  they  generally  excel  in  these  matters.  English 
teachers  do  not  teach,  nor  do  they  try  to  teach,  the  Boer  children,  to  be  English,  but  they 
teach  them  to  know  the  English  as  their  friends,  and  they  sow  in  yoxmg  and  susceptible 
hearts  the  seeds  of  an  affection  and  respect  which  will  hereafter  bear  the  fruits  of  a 
good  will  and  a  lasting  peace,  which  all  desire.  Under  Dutch  teadi^rs  this  can  never 
be  attained,  and  the  employment  of  them  now  in  these  Burgher  camps  seems  to  me 
to  be  throwing  away  a  golden  opportunity  of  influencing  for  good  the  future  genera- 
tion, which  may  never  recur.  It  may  not  always  be  possible  to  obtain  at  once  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  English  teachers  for  each  camp  school,  but  at  any  rate  the  head  master 
should  always  be  above  suspicion. 

There  is  a  good  soup  kitchen  in  the  camp  under  the  superintendence  of  Miss  Mellor. 
The  sickly  and  the  weak,  the  old  and  the  convalescents,  are  entitled  to  receive  a  portion 
which  is  issued  every  forenoon.  This  is  a  great  boon  to  the  camp,  but  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  proper  sjrstem  of  district  visiting  it  is  not  always  certain  that  the  soup  always 
goes  to  those  who  need  it  most.  There  are  several  very  good  wash  houses  in  the  camp 
(see  Fig.  5),  which  are  apparently  greatly  appreciated.  The  people  are  their  own 
laundresses.  The  bath-rooms  attached  to  these  wash-houses  are  not  in  good  order, 
and  do  not  seem  to  be  used  at  all  for  the  purpose  they  were  intended  for. 

There  are  four  medical  officers  in  this  camp.  Dr.  Woodward,  the  senior  medical 
officer,  takes  sole  charge  of  the  hospital.  He  also  visits  the  schools,  inspects  the  food 
supplies,  the  water  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  generally.     He  also  attends  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


15 

members  of  the  various  staffs.  Dr.  Tmmper  has  charge  of  the  enclosed  camp,  and  of  the 
Transvaal  section ;  Dr.  Ehns  looks  after  the  Fauresmith  section,  and  the  refugees  from 
Hoopstad,  Petrusberg,  and  Jacobsdal,  while  Dr.  Ellis  attends  to  the  Boshott  section. 
There  is  one  objection  to  this  arrangement,  which  I  think  ought  to  be  rectified.  I  think 
all  the  medical  oJB&cers  should  have  their  share,  and  take  an  mterest  in  the  hospital, 'Snd 
that  each  doctor  should  be  entitled  to  attend  in  hospital  the  patients  from  his  own 
district.  This  may  involve  a  change  in  the  present  distribution  of  districts,  but  this 
could  be  easily  arranged  by  the  senior  medical  officer. 

The  hospital  consists  of  two  corrugated  iron  sheds,  5  marquees  and  bell  tents. 
The  bell  tents  acoommcklate  the  members  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs.  They 
are  but  poorly  furnished.  Three  of  the  marquees  with  seven  beds  in  each,  are  used 
for  patients,  one  is  used  as  a  mess  tent  for  the  nurses,  and  one  as  a 
mess  tent  for  tlie  doctors.  These  mess  tents  are  supplied  only  with  one 
deal  table  and  two  forms  each.  Considering  the  work  the  medical  officers 
and  the  matron  and  nurses  have  to  do,  some  better  provision  for  their  comfort  should 
be  made.  Some  comfortable  wicker  chairs  should  be  provided,  aaid  some  lockers,  in 
which  to  stow  and  keep  their  things.  The  nurses  mess  tent  is  insufficiently  supplied 
with  knives,  forks,  plates,  and  other  such  mess  requisites.  The  doctor's  mess  tent  is 
not  supplied  at  all.  The  sheds  make  excellent  hospital  wards.  They  measure  40  feet 
in  lengui,  18  feet  in  width,  and  10  feet  to  the  roofstand.  They  contain  14  beds  each, 
11  of  which  are  supplied  with  wire  wove  mattresses,  and  three  are  canvas  stretchers  in 
one  hut,  in  the  other  aU  are  wire  wove.  The  hair  mattresses,  are  made  in  three  pieces. 
It  would  be  better  were  they  all  made  in  one. 

A  new  corrugated  iron  building  of  an  improved  pattern  is  nearly  finished.  It  is 
50  feet  long  by  26  feet  wide.  It  w3l  also  contain  14  beds,  and  will  be  large  ajid  airy. 
Dr.  Woodward  is  very  anxious  to  have  another  one  built  of  the  same  size,  with  a  portion 
at  one  end  boarded  oS  for  an  operating  room.    I  think  this  is  very  desirable. 

The  interior  of  the  wards  and  of  the  marquees  looked  very  tidy  and  clean ;  and  the 
patients  looked  comfortable  and  well  cared  for.  The  nurses  seemed  efficient,  and  to 
do  their  work  well. 

The  nursing  /Staff  consists  of  the  matron  or  principal  nursing  sister.  Miss  Poole, 
English  trained.  She  has  four  sisters  under  her,  all  English  trained.  Under  these 
there  are  8  probationers,  selected  from  among  the  refugees  in  the  camp.  In  case  of 
emergency  or  great  pressure,  two  more  are  sometimes  employed.  Two  of  these  pro- 
bationers are  said  to  be  very  good,  the  others  are  not  dependable  or  truthful.  Tliey 
improve  in  these  respects  if  they  remain  long  enough,  but  they  change  very  frequently, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  they  get  £2  a  month  for  the  first  three  months,  and  after  that 
£3  a  month  and  their  uniform.  But  they  do  not  like  discipline,  and  resent  being 
ordered  about. 

The  nimiber  of  sick  in  this  camp  has  been  slight  during  the  past  two  months,  i.e.^ 
September  and  October,  the  average  number  of  sick  in  any  week  being  129.  During 
these  two  months  there  were  only  53  cases  of  measles,  and  4  of  enteric.  At  the  date 
of  my  visit  there  was  not  a  single  case  of  measles  in  the  camp.  The  measles  epidemic 
reached  its  climax  in  August,  when  it  accoimted  for  155  deaths  out  of  a  total  of  168 
in  that  month.  In  September  the  total  nimiber  of  deaths  fell  to  53,  of  which  14  were 
directly  due  to  measles,  and  23  to  pnemnonia,  probably  consequent  on  the  same  disease. 
In  October  the  total  mmaber  of  deaths  were  42,  of  which  3  were  from  measles,  and 
20  from  pneumonia.  There  were  2  deaths  from  enteric  in  each  of  the 
three  months.  These  figures  show,  what  has  been  true  of  all  other  camps, 
that  the  death  rate,  when  abnormally  high,  is  due  to  the  epidemic  of 
measles,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  measles  thedeS^th  rate  has  not  been  more  than  what 
might,  with  reason,  have  been  expected.  There  were  only  38  patients  in  hospital  when 
I  visited  it,  three  of  which  were  diphtheria.  There  were  12  vacant  beds.  There  is 
a  very  fine  wash-house  connected  with  the  hospital,  but  it  requires  hot  water  to  be 
laid  on  from  the  kitchen,  which  is  close  at  hand.  There  are  in  the  kitchen  two  close 
ranges,  and  two  open  fire  places.  Everything  connected  with  this  kitchen  was  very 
good. 

I  found  two  ladies  in  this  camp,  who  were  sent  out  by  the  "  South  African  Women's 
and  Children's  Distress  Fund,"  the  same  society  which  had  the  distinction  of  sending  out 
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Miss  Hobhouse.  They  have  both  been  doing  good  work  for  the  past  five  months  in  this 
camp,  and  have  been  there  during  the  measles  epidemic  when  the  death  rate  was  high. 
One  of  them  made  the  following  statement  to  me  "  that  she  is  very  doubtful  whether 
it  is  wise  for  her  society,  or  any  philanthropic  society,  to  distribute  clothing,  boots,  or 
other  relief,  on  the  grounds  that  the  Government  is  supplying,  and  appears  willing  to 
supply,  all  that  is  necessary  "  in  the  Burgher  camps.  I  thought  this  statement  was 
so  important,  that  I  wrote  it  down  at  once,  and  then  read  it  to  her,  asking  if  it  were 
quite  correct.  She  said  it  was,  and  authorised  me  to  make  any  use  of  it  which  I  might 
mink  desirable.  She  also  told  me  that,  as  there  were  several  relief  societies  distribut- 
ing clothing,  &c.,  through  the  camp,  to  prevent  overlapping  and  to  regulate  the  dis- 
tribution she  had  formed  a  relief  committee,  consisting  of  representatives  from  each 
of  these  bodies.  On  that  Committee  was  Mrs.  Hendricks,  who  represented,  and  was 
President  of  llie  "  Dutch  Mothers'  Christian'  Union  Committee.'*  She  stated  to  the 
Committee  on  October  31st  that "  her  society  has  decided  not  to  give  any  relief  just 
now,  owing  to  the  people  being  in  a  very  fair  way  as  regards  clothing,  &c.  This  state- 
ment I  copied  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Relief  Committee. 

I  heard  many  complaints  from  people  outside,  and  from  the  Superintendent  that 
the  men  in  the  camp  generally  had  reiused  to  work.  They  were  offered  a  piece  of 
ground  outside  the  camp,  where  they  could  make  a  vegetable  garden  for  the  benefit  of 
me  people  in  the  camp,  working  tools  and  seeds  being  provided  for  them,  but  they, 
one  and  all,  refused,  on  the  ground,  I  was  informed,  that  the  British  Government  had 
to  supply  them  with  food,  and  they  would  not  work  for  the  British  Government.  Some 
of  them  were  ordered  to  make  bricks,  which  were  required  for  buildings  and  structures 
of  various  sorts  in  the  camp ;  but  many  of  them  refused.  This  attitude  on  the  part  of 
the  men  in  the  camp  was  so  different  to  what  I  have  found  elsewhere  that  I  endeavoured 
to  fathom  the  reason.  I  found  in  the  first  place,  that  when  ordered  to  make  bricks, 
the  men  enquired  whether  they  would  be  given  clothes  to  work  in,  but  the  Superin- 
tendent refused  to  make  any  promise,  requiring  a  definite  answer  there  and  then. 
Those  who  refused  were  brought  before  the  Commandant.  There  they  explained 
that  they  had  only  one  suit  of  clothes  apiece ;  that  brick  making  was  very  dirty  work, 
and  that  unless  they  had  some  clothes  for  working  in,  they  would  not  work.  They 
were  told  by  the  Commandant  that  working  clothes  would  of  course  be  provided,  and 
the  difficulty  ceased.  The  De  Beers  Company  /offered  to  provide  work  for  a  number 
of  them,  and  to  pay  them,  but  the  work  was  declined.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
out  why  they  refused  to  make  a  vegetable  garden.  Several  of  the  men  in  the  camp 
have  made  quite  nice  little  gardens  round  their  tents  (see  Fig.  6),  and  seem  to  take 
a  pride  in  them.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  two  causes  have  hitherto  operated : 
one  is  that  the  very  bitter  and  hostile  feeling  among  the  rebel  Colonists  in  the  enclosure 
has  had  a  bad  influence  among  the  Transvaalers  and  Free  Staters ;  and  this,  to  my  mind, 
is  a  strong  reason  why  the  Colonists  should  be  removed  to  a  remote  camp,  and  kept 
apart.  The  other  cause  in  my  opinion  is  /the  injudicious  and  tactless  manner  in  which 
they  were  approached  by  the  Superintendent.  He  is  too  familiar  with  them  to  com- 
mand respect,  and  too  curt  to  gain  their  affection.  From  conversing  with  the  men 
in  the  camp,  I  am  very  hopeful  that  if  properly  approached  all  difficulty  would  cease. 

Kendal  Franks. 
November  4,  1901. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  4. 
Military  Governor's  Office,  Pretoria,  December  17,  1901. 


Report  upon  the  Vryburg  Burgher  Camp  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks. 

I  visited  this  camp  on  the  14th  October,  1901,  and  on  the  two  subsecjuent  days, 
I  found  it  in  a  state  of  transition.  The  camp,  which  was  formerly  situated  m  a  hollow 
beneath  the  kopje  upon  which  the  Vryburg  Hospital  stands,  and  dose  to  the  outskirts 
of  the  town,  was  being  moved  to  a  new  site,  on  the  side  of  a  long  and  gentle  slopes 
facing  almost  south-west,  which  had  been  selected  by  General  Lord  Methuen,  and 
by  the  Commandant,  Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  H.  E.  Murray.  The  original  site  was 
not  well  chosen,  being  in  a  hollow,  without  proper  facilities  for  drainage,  and  its  area 
was  so  restricted  that  it  allowed  no  room  for  expansion.    It  was  also  too  dose  to  the 
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town.  It  was  oirigmallj  started  as  a  caiup  for  undesimbles,  Colonial  rebels,  and  their 
wives  and  families,  and  other  irrecondlables  and  evil  doers,  and  was  under  military 
jurisdiction.  On  -iJie  ist  October  it  was  handed  over  to  the  civil  authorities,  when  Mr. 
Briggs,  the  storekeeper  arrived  from  East  London.  The  new  Superintendent^  Mr. 
W.  H.  A-  Pritchard,  arrived  from  Pretoria  on  October  6th,  and  preparations  for  moving 
the  camp  to  its  new  position  were  at  once  made.  The  shifting  of  tie  tents  was  begun 
on  the  14th,  and  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  hospital,  on  the  15th.  This 
work  was  performed  by  the  Burghers  themselves,  under  the  directions  of  the  Camp 
Corporal.  They  worked  with  a  will,  cheerfully  and  xjiuindcly *  Tte  Superintendent  him- 
self mapped  out  the  new  camp,  and  being  a  surveyor  by  profession,  has  laid  it  out  with 
a  regularity  and  judgment  wnich  leaves  little  to.  be  desired. 

The  camp  lies  to  the  north-west  of  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  is  at  least  500 
yards  from  the  nearest  outskirt.  It  ia  situated,  as  I  have  already  mentioned^  on  a 
gentle  slope,  fadng  almost  due  south-west..  The  slope  ends  in  a  Laagte,  i.e.,  a  sluit 
without  a  defined  channel,  and  therefore  admits  of  a  thorough  drainage  of  the  camp 
in.  wet  weather.  This  slope  extends  for  a  very  oonsiderable  (^stance,  in  a  north  north- 
west direction,  and  tiiereiore  ^/rill  aUow  of  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  refugees  sent  to  this  camp. .  Were  sufficient  tents  available,  I  do  not  think  that  a 
population  of  3,000  refugees,  or  more,  would  exhaust  the  capabilities  of  the  groimd. 
The  camp,  as  already  arranged,,  consists  of  six  blocks^  placed  in  two  parallel  cows, 
three  above  and  three  below.  The  highest  tents  in  the  top  row  do  not  reach  to  the 
top  of  the  rise,  and  the  lowest  tents  in  tne  lower  row  are  situated  about  100  yards  from 
the  Laagte.  Thus  there  is  no  fear,  when  proper  drains  are  cut,  that  any  portion  of  the 
camp,  even  in  heavy  rain,  will  become  water  logged.  Each  block  consists  of  four  rows 
of  seven  tents,  the  rows  running  down  hill,  the  distance  between  the  first  and  second 
rows,  and  between  the  3rd  and  4th,  bemg,  from  pole  to  pole  of  the  tents,  30  feet; 
between  the  2nd  and  3rd  rows,  40  feet.  In  the  long  axis  of  the  block  the  distance  be- 
tween the  tents  is  36  feet  from  pole  to  pole.  The  twLocks  are  separate  from  each  other, 
on  all  sides  by  streets  measuring  70  feet  from  tent  to  tent. 

Between  the  first  and  second  rows  and  between  the  third  and  fourth  rows  in  each 
block  of  tents,  a  small  trench  is  dug,  nmning  parallel  to  the  tents  down  hill,  into  which 
open,  obliging  smaQ  trenches,  whim  connect  tne  circular  trenches  round  each  tent  with 
this  central  drain.  The  latrines  are  placed  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  camp,  and  the 
offices,  stores,  and  schools,  are  being  erected  on  the  north-west  side.  When  tlie  entire 
camp  is  pitched,  including  250  tents,  which  arrived  on  the  15th,  tlie  whole  area  will  be 
enclosed  in  a  bkrbed  wire  fence.  A  double  barbed  wire  fence,  with  an  interval  of  4  to 
6  feet  will  separate  the  main  camp  from  the  hospital  and  isolation  enclosure,  which 
will  occupy  ground  on  the  south-east  side  of  the  camp.  As  the  camp  extends  to  the 
north-north-west,  the  offices,  sfores,  and  schools  will  ultimately  form  a  square  in  the 
middle  of  the  camp. 

The  water  supply  is  at  present  derived  from  a  well  in  the  old  camp.  It  is  hoped 
and  expected  that  this  supply  will  shortly  be  largely  augmented  by  a  well,  situated 
about  200  yards  from  the  boundary  of  the  camp  to  the  north-east.  This  well  was  begun 
previous  to  the  war  by  a  man  inthe  town  at  his  own  expense  as  a  speculation  for  supply- 
ing the  town  witE  water.  Having  reached  a  depth  of  63  feet  he  failed  financially. 
The  work  has  now  been  resumed  in  the  interests  of  the  camp,  and  is  being  carried  out 
exclusively  by  Burgher  labour.  Already  there  are  good  indications  of  water  being 
found  in  sufficient  quantities.  Another  well  is  about  to  be  sunk  about  50  yards  from 
the  lowest  row  of  tents,  i.e.,  on  the  south-west  side  of  lie  camp;  These  ought  to  furnish 
an  ample  supply  even  for  a  large  oaxnp.  It  is  not  possible  to  comment  at  lengtli  on 
arrangements  or  institutions  in  this  camp,  which  are  either  embryonic  or  in  their 
infancy,  but  I  believe  the  Superintendent  will,  to  t^  best  of  ids  ability,  adopt  and 
put  into  execution  those  systems  which  we  have  found  to  prove  most  efficacious  in  the 
other  camp.  A  relief  matron,  Mrs.  Nash,  who  arrived  from  Queenstown  on  the 
twelfth,  will  take  over  the  distribution  of  clothing  and  gifts  to  those  who  most  require 
them.  A  camp  matron  has  been  applied  for.  She  wiU  have,  for  the  present,  a  staflf  of 
8  probationers,  selected  from^  among  the  refugees,  to  cany  out  a  complete  system  of 
tent  to  tent  visitation,  to  see  to  the  wants  of  the  people,  and  to  report  all  cases  of  sick- 
ness. This  .systematic  district  visiting  I  look  upon  as  a  work  of  tne  first  importance  in 
all  these  camps,  and,  especially  in  this  camp  is  it  indicated.  Dr.  Faber,  a  German 
Physician,  in  charge  bf  this  camp,  has  already  reported  on  the  frequency  with  which 
measles  and  enteric  cases  are  concealed,  and  points  out  not  only  the  risk  to^the  patients 
themselves,  but  the  danger  to  the  conmiunity  at  large  which  such  a  practice  necessarily 
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entails.  He  says :  ''  I  sug^est>  that  each  case  of  sickness  must  be  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  doctor."  The  people  will  not  do  this  themselves;  the  only  way  to  ensure  it  is 
by  a  well  regulated  system  of  tent  visiting. 

The  ground  between  the  tents  on  all  sides  is  equally  divided  among  the  tents,  and 
the  inmates  are  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  the  territory  belonging  to  their  tent 
A  paraffin  or  biscuit  tin  is  placed  on  each  square  patch  of  groimd  into  whidi  the  inhabi- 
tants can  deposit  the  refuse  and  the  sweepings  of  the  interior  and  of  the  environs  ci 
their  respective  tents.  These  tins  they  are  obliged  to  empty  daily  into  dust  bins  or 
stone  kimls  at  the  edge  of  the  camp. 

I  was  pleased  to  see  the  number  of  tents  in  which  the  skirts  of  the  tent  were 
rolled  up  during  the  forenoon  for  ventilation. 

The  policing  of  the  inside  of  the  camp  is  at  present  performed  by  a  head  corporal, 
and  two  police  burghers  under  him.  This  numBer  vdll  have  to  be  increased.  The  out- 
side of  the  camp  is  guarded  by  military  police.  The  latrines  are  under  the  care  of  a 
sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  work  appertaining  thereto  is  performed  by  natives. 

The  rations  in  this  camp  are  the  same,  both  as  regards  quality  and  quantity,  as 
those  issued  in  the  other  camps  imder  the  Transvaal  jurisdiction  A  Burgher,  J.  Van 
Zyl,  acts  as  ration  issuer.  He  performed  this  duty  assiduously  without  remunera- 
tion for  ^even  months ;  then  for  one  month  he  was  employed  at  2s.  6d.  a  day  by  the 
Commandant,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray,  after  whidi  he  was  employed  by  the  Super- 
intendent, when  the  camp  passed  into  his  hands. 

The  only  school  hitherto  was  one  started  in  the  town  by  the  Commandant.  This 
had,  unfortunately,  to  be  closed,  owing  to  the  epidemic  of  measles.  The  Superin- 
tendent is  now  about  to  erect  three  brick  shelters  as  school  rooms.  Each  of  these  will 
measure  30  feet  by  22  feet.  It  will  consist  of  three  brick  walls  four  feet  high.  One 
end  will  be  open.  It  will  be  covered  with  a  canvas  roof.  Four  female  teachers, 
English  Colonials,  have  already  been  appointed. 

The  hospital  will  shortly  be  shifted  to  new  ground  nearer  the  new  camp,  but  still 
separated  from  it  by  at  least  150  feet.  At  present  the  hospital  consists  of  but  one 
marquee,  containing  six  beds  for  patients,  and  one  for  a  probationer,  and  62  bell  tents. 
The  whole  enclosure  is  surroundea  by  a  bart)ed  wire  fence.  The  method  adopted  in  this 
camp  is  as  follows: — When  a  case  of  measles  or  enteric  occurs  in  the  camp,  the  tent 
with  all  its  inmates  is  removed  to  the  hospital  enclosure.  The  sick  are  accommodated 
in  the  tents  allocated  to  the  special  disease  from  which  they  suflfer,  the  rest  of  the  family 
reside  in  their  own  tents  as  suspects,  until  all  fear  of  infection  is  at  an  end.  Thus  of 
the  62  bell  tents,  13  were  allotted  to  enteric  cases,  34  to  measles,  and.  15  were  occupied 
by  suspect  families.  There  were  no  sick  in  these  tents.  With  the  exception  of  measles 
and  enteric,  and  one  doubtful  case  of  diphtheria,  there  was  practically  no  sickness  in 
the  camp  or  in  the  hospital  enclosure.  This  enclosure  measures  146  yards  long  by 
130  from  side  to  side. 

The  same  system  will  be  adopted  in  the  new  hospital  enclosure ;  8  marquees,  which 
have  just  arrived  will  be  placed  at  the  top  of  the  enclosure,  near  them  will  be  placed 
such  bell  tents  as  may  be  required  for  the  sick,  and  below  these,  ,and  at  some  distance 
from  them,  will  be  those  tents  which  will  practically  constitute  an  isolation  camp. 

The  ground  around  the  stents  in  the  hospital  enclosure  was  not  properly  looked 
after.  It  was  unswept  and  untidy.  I  recommended  that  a  corporal  should  be  ap- 
pointed to  supervise  tne  hospital  precincts  similar  to  the  oamp  corporal.  I  heard  many 
complaints  in  this  camp  as  to  the  dijB&culty  of  getting  the  men  to  do  work  The  reason 
of  this  seems  to  be  that  there  are  three  (distinct  sets  of  people  ;in  the  camp,  Transvaalers, 
Free  State  Burghers,  and  Cape  Colonists.  The  Transvaalers  and  Free  Staters  are  com- 
paratively reasonable  and  amenable.  The  Cape  Colonists  give  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
and  resent  discipline.  It  is  they  who  declare  they  will  not  work  "  for  the  British 
Government."  There  are  in  the  camp  at  present  149  men,  245  women,  and  323  child- 
ren, a  total  of  717.  Fifty-two  families  were  expected  to  arrive  any  day  from  the  Zeer- 
ust  District. 

The  hospital  staff  consists  of  a  matron,  sister  Helen  Payne,  who  seems  to  be  a  most 
energetic  and  capable  woman,  a  head  nurse,  sister  Nelson,  and  two  probationers. 

There  were  two  other  nurses,  but  one  is  at  present  laid  up  with  enteric,  and  the 
other  has  been  obliged  to  do  the  cooking  for  the  hospital,  as  the  cook  is  ill.  In  view 
of  the  fact  that  all  cases  of  sickness  in  the  camp  are  treated  in  the  hospital  enclosure, 
and  also  that  the  camp  will  shortly  be  considerably  enlarged,  I  think  it  is  necessary 
to  increase  the  number  of  trained  nurses,  and  that  instead  of  two  there  should  be  eight 
probationers,  selected  from  the  refugee  girls.     More  marquees  will  also  be  required 
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Dr.  Faber  is  the  medical  officer  in  charge,  and  he  is  an  able  ajid  energetic  practitioner; 
but  he  has  a  good  private  practice  in  town,  and  he  finds  the  calls  of  the  Burgher  camp 
are  sometimes  more  than  ne  can  attend  to.  As  the  camp  increases,  vthis  difficulty  wUi 
increase,  and  therefore  I  think  that  it  is  imperative  that  a  good  resident  medical  officer 
be  appointed,  as  soon  as  such  can  be  obtamed.  A  dispenser,  and  a  proper  supply  of 
medicines  are  also  required,  as  hitherto  the  prescriptions  for  the  people  in  the  camp, 
bjr  the  kind  permission  of  Dr.  Fell,  R.A.M.C.,  have  been  made  up  at  the  Vryburg 
military  hospital.  This  is  a  great  tax  on  the  time  and  the  resources  of  the  hospital, 
which  should  not  be  laid  upon  it.  I  have  heard  both  from  the  authorities  in  the  camp 
and  from  those  in  the  town,  much  praise  of  the  assistance  which  has  been  rendered  to 
the  camp  in  many  ways,  and  most  ungrudgingly  by  Dr.  Fell ;  but  advantage  should  not 
be  taken  of  this,  and  the  work  which  ne  h^  to  do  m  the  hospital  is  quite  enough  to  tax 
his  time  and  his  powers  to  the  full,  vdthout  imposing  any  further  burden  upon  him. 

Owing  to  the  short  time  this  camp  has  been  in  formation,  it  is  not  possible  to  give 
statistics  of  the  weekly  nmnber  of  sict,  but  the  records  for  the  month  beginning  Sep- 
tember 15th,  and  ending  October  14th  inclusive,  show  that  there  have  been  during  the 
month  161  cases  of  sickness,  of  which  114  were  measles,  46  .enteric,  and  one  diphtheria. 
Of  these  29  died.  This  might  appear  to  be  a  high  death  rate  for  a  camp  of  717  in- 
dividuals, but  here,  as  in  other  camps,  the  death  rate  is  mostly  made  up  of  measle  oases. 
Thus  23  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  measles  and  six  to  enteric.  When  we  eliminate 
the  cases  of  measles,  the  remaining  death  rate  cannot  be  considered  excessive.  The 
composition  of  these  Burgher  Camps  must  be  borne  in  mind.  The  majority  of  the 
able  bodied  men  are  still  out  on  Commando  or  are  Prisoners  of  War.  Of  the  149  men 
in  this  camp  only  77  are  able  bodied,  the  remainder  are  either  infirm,  old,  or  sickly, 
and  some,  mougn  ranked  as  adults,  are  under  the  age  of  16.  A  population  composed 
of  such  men,  wath  women  and  children,  must  show  a  higher  death  rate  than  is  found 
in  a  normal  civil  population,  and  these  populations  cannot,  therefore,  be  compared  with 
any  fairness.  The  influence  exerted  on  the  sick  rate  by  the  large  nmnber  of  children 
in  the  camp  is  also  shown.  Thus,  during  the  month,  I  find  that  there  were  37  adults 
sick  (over  12  years  of  age)  while  73  children  under  12  were  ill,  and  in  4  the  ages  were 
not  given. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  Laagte  or  unchannelled  spruit,  which  lies  to  the 
south-west  of  the  camp,  and  which  vdnmng  in-  a  southerly  direction,  passes  round  the 
kopje  upon  which  the  Vnrburg  hospital  is  built,  and  between  this  and  the  eminence 
upon  which  the  gaol  stands.  £i  the  rainy  season  a  very  lar^e  volume  of  water  rushes 
down  this  valley,  and  is  wasted.  Here  a  dam,  built  across  this  valley  at  a  place  pointed 
out  to  me  by  Captain  Thomson,  Royal  Engineers,  a  very  valuable  reservoir  of  water 
would  be  obtained,  which  the  town  very  mudi  required.  Captain  Thomson  is  making  a 
general  survey  of  the  ground  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  relative  levels  of  the  valley 
and  of  the  town-.  Such  a  work,  if  undertaken  (now,  could  be  carried  out  by  Burgher 
labour,  and  would  give  employment  Ho  the  large  number  of  men  which  this  camp  vnll 
probably  soon  contain.  The  expenses  oonmected  with  a  work  of  such  benefit  to  the 
town  might  in  great  part  be  met  by  a  loan  w'hich  the  municipality  could  raise  on  good 
t^rms. 

In  conclusion  I  may  mention  that  'the  Superintendent  has  spoken  to  me  several 
times  of  the  valuable  assistance  he  has  at  all  times  received  from  the  Commandant  of 
Vryburg,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray,  who  has,  from  the  beginning,  taken  a  great 
personal  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  camp. 

Kendal  Franks. 
October  14,  1901. 

Enclosure  3  in  No.  4. 
Military  Governor's  Office,  Pretoria,  December  17,  1901. 


Report  upon  the  Mafeking  Burgher  Camp  by  Dr.  Kendal  Franks. 

I  visited  and  inspected  all  the  departments  of  this  camp  thoroughly  on  the  19th 
October  and  three  following  days.  It  is  situated  about  3  miles  almost  due  west  of 
the  town  on  the  banks  of  the  Moloppo  river.  The  camp  is  beautifully  pitched  on  ground 
rising  gradually  but  steadily  from  the  banks  of  the  nver  upwards  to  the  south.  The 
long  axis  of  the  camp  runs  due  east  and  west  over  a  mile  in  length,  and  parallel  to 
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the  stream.  There  is  a  subsidiary  camp  on  rising  gromid  on  the  opposite  or  northern 
side  of  the  river  containing  about  600  refugees.  It  was  placed  here  for  the  benefit  of 
tie  larter  arrivals,  in  order,  if  possible  to  protect  them  f rcwn  the  epidemic  of  measles 
which  has  been  raging  through  the  larger  camp  to  the  south  of  the  river.  This  minor 
camp  is  shown  in  photograph  I.  Standing  on  the  northern  bank,  and  looking  across  the 
Donga  through  which  the  narrow,  and  at  tiiis  period  of  the  year,  shallow  Moloppo  winds 
its  sluggish  course  from  east  to  west,  the  view  of  the  camp  covering  the  slope  on  the 
sauth  almost  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  both  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left  is  quite 
impressive.  Photograph  II.  shows  a  small  portion  of  the  camp  as  viewed  from  this 
standpoint,  vdth  a  bend  of  the  river  in  front.  It  also  shows  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  the  rows  of  tents  are  laid  out.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  there  was  overcrowd- 
ing in  this  camp.  In  no  camp  which  I  have  visited  is  there  more  ground  space  allotted 
to  each  tent,  are  there  wider  streets,  or  is  the  nimiber  of  inmates  told  off  to  each  tent 
smaller.  There  are,  in  this  camp,  exclusive  of  the  hospital,  92  frame  houses,  29  mar- 
quees, and  1,193  bell  tents.  The  frame  houses  are  formed  of  wooden  frames  in  shap 
like  the  gable  end  of  ra  house.  Three  or  four  of  these  frames  placed  in  a  row  opposite 
each  other,  are  covered  over  with  a  sail  cloth,  neatly  tacked  on,  so  as  to  form  an  ex- 
ceedingly comfortable  and  roomy  canvas  hut.  The  main  street  of  the  camp,  exclusively 
bordered  by  these  frame  houses,  is  shown  in  photograph  III.,  while  photograph  IV. 
shows  one,  with  an  extra  canvas  roof,  which  forms  the  quarters  for  the  relief  matron. 
Both  these  frame  huts,  which  measure  18  feet  by  14  feet,  and  the  marquees  are  each 
equal  in  accommodation  to  two  bell  tents.  Counting  then  the  92  frame  huts  as  equal 
to  184  bell  tents,  and  the  29  marquees  as  equal  to  58,  the  tent  accommodation  in  the 
camp  may  be  reckoned  as  that  afforded  by  1,435  bell  tents.  The  entire  refugee  popu- 
lation on  the  I9th  October,  the  first  day  of  my  visit,  was  4,971.  That  is  to  say,  that 
the  average  nmnber  of  people  in  a  tent  works  out  at  somewhat  less  than  3.5  individuals 
per  bell  tent,  which  is  a  much  smaller  average  than  I  have  foimd  in  any  other  camp. 

The  method  adopted  in  laying  out  the  rows  of  bell  tents  is  as  follows :  — The  ground 
has  been  divided  off  into  stands  very  much  in  the  way  Johannesburg  was  originallv 
mapped  out.  These  stands  measure  75  feet  by  50  feet.  One  stand  is  given  over  to  e^di 
faimly.  If  the  family  number  5  or  less,  one  bell  tent  is  erected  on  the  stand.  Should 
the  niunber  in  tiie  family  be  6  or  over,  two  bell  tents,  with  the  entrances  fadng  each 
other,  are  put  up  on  the  stand.  The  stands  coirtaining  single  tents  form  a  row  by  them- 
selves. Tne  stands  with  the  two  tents  form  the  adjacent  row.  A  broad  street  lies  od 
each  side  of  these  two  rows.  This  arrangement,  which  is  verv  well  conceived,  and  is 
carried  out  with  precision  and  regjilarity,  is  seen  in  photographs  1  and  2. 

Drains  to  carry  off  the  surface  water  in  the  wet  season  run  down  the  streets  towards 
the  Moloppo,  and  are  connected  by  cross  drains  between  the  blocks.  Some  of  the  main 
drains  are  seen  in  photograph  II.  There  are  no  trenches  cut  round  the  tents.  Instead 
of  these,  small  walls,  6  to  8  inches  high,  surround  the  tents  on  the  inside  close  to  the 
flaps,  which  will  effectually  prevent  water  running  into  the  tents  in  wet  weather.  I 
asked  the  reason  why  the  trenches  round  the  outside  of  the  tents  had  been  dispensed 
with,  and  was  informed  that  when  the  trenches  were  there,  it  was  imposable  to  prevent 
the  parents  using  them  as  latrines  for  their  children. 

On  entering  some  of  the  tents  they  appeared  to  be  overcrowded,  but  I  soon  found 
that  this  was  due  to  the  people  themselves,  and  despite  the  excellent  arrangements  made 
by  the  Superintendent  to  prevent  it.  It  was  only  found  to  occur  in  the  cases  of  families 
of  6  or  over,  to  whom  two  tents  on  one  stand  were  allotted.  Instead  of  using  the  two 
tents  for  sleeping  purposes,  they  all  crowd  into  one,  and  keep  the  second  tent  for  day 
use,  or  as  a  place  to  stow  away  their  goods ;  in  one  instance,  the  second  tent  was  used 
as  a  latrine.  Of  this  I  was  informed  by  the  camp  foreman,  a  refugee  Burgher.  A 
proper  system  of  tent  to  tent  inspection,  or  district  visiting,  would  prevent  such  abuses. 

The  people  are  responsible  for  the  cleanliness  of  their  own  stands,  but  as  a  rule 
they  are  insufficiently  supplied  with  brooms  and  shovels.  The  rest  of  the  camp,  the 
streets  and  the  square,  are  omder  the  chargeof  a-csunp  foreman,  and  an  assistant 
camp  foreman,  both  Burghers.  They  have  under  them  two  native  foremen,  and  thirty 
natives  to  do  the  general  sweeping  and  shovelling.  They  have  eleven  Scotch  carts  and 
three  trolleys  for  carting  away  the  rubbish.  The  work  of  the  camp  foremen  is  generally 
well  done,  but  the  stands  are  not  as  clean  as  they  should  be.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  camp 
foreman  to  report  any  unclean  stand  to  the  Superintendent,  but  it  is  obviously  impossi- 
ble for  two  camp  foremen  to  inspect  daily  and  to  report  on  all  the  stands  in  such  a  la^ 
camp.    I  think  there  should  be  sanitary  inspectors  told  off  for  this  work,  which,  wrth 
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the  jEunount  of  sickness  in  the  camp,  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  policing  Ojf 
the  camp  is  performed  by  two  sergeants  (Burghers)  and  seventeen  men,  with  threfe 
natives  who  act  as  river  police.  These  Burgher  pohce  used  to  receive  2s.  a  day,  but 
the  circular  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  mrected  this  force  to  be  raised  to  ,50,  with 
pay  at  Is.  a  day  and  extra  rations.  It  has  jiot  been  "found  possible  to  obtain  the 
requisite  number  on  these  terms.  The  objection,  I  believe,  lies  in  this,  that  Is.  a  day 
is  .the  recognised  Kaffir  wage^  and  the  Burghers  will  not  work  for  this  sum.  I,  there- 
fore, authorised  the  Superintendent  to  raise  the  wa^e  t«  Is.  6d.  a  day,  and  to  dispense 
withi  the  extra  ration.  This  ought  to  make  very  little  difference  in  the  expense,  but 
should  satisfy  the  Burgher  sentiment. 

The  number  of  refugees  in  this  camp  on  the  19th  October  was  4,971.  Of  these 
849  were  men,  1,898  women,  and  2,224  children.  Of  these  849  men,  362  were  between 
the  ages  of  12  and  16,  and,  therefore,  though  (recognised  in  the  camp  as  adults,  *thfiy 
are  not  of  legal  age  according  to  Transvaal  law.  Of  the  remaining  487  Burghers,  44© 
have  taken  Ae  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  27  have  expressed  their  wish  to.  do 
so.  TTiere  afe  only  50  men  in  the  camp,  qualified  by  age  to  take  the  oath,  who  hm^ 
not  yet  expressed  any  desire  to  do  so.  Many  of  those  who  have  sworn  allegiance  have 
since  taken  service  with  our  force's.  Seventeen  have  joined  the  District  Rifles,  13  the 
B.  Rifles,  12  are  employed  with  the  Convoys,  9  are  serving  with  Lord  Metheuen'S 
column,  and  39  have  joined  Keeley's  Rifles.  These  men  get  better  pay  than  do  those 
employed  in  camj)  work,  and,  therefore,  there  is  some  difficulty  in  getting  good  men  ftfr 
the  more  responsible  posts  in  the  camp.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is  worth  considexatiwi 
whether  a  Superintendent  of  pohce,  the  camp  foreman,  and  other  heads  of  the  Burglier 
departments  should  not  be  paid  5s.  a  day,  in  aider  to  ensure  efficiency  in  the  working«kl 
the  icamp. 

The  police  employed  outside  the  camp  are,  of  course,  military. 

The  organisation  of  work  in  the  camp  is  very  good,  and  gives  employment  to  1^ 
Burffhers.  Four  men  are  employed  as  clerks  in  the  Superintendent's  Office,  and  13  are 
raipoyed  in  the  store,  three  as  issuers  of  rations,  one  as  checker,  and  9  as  storemen. 
Thirty-four  form  a  fatigue  party  for  cutting  wood,  carrying  stores,  &c.  One  foremap 
and  six  assistants  attend  to  the  butchery ;  a  foreman  and  9  Burghers  do  the  peg^g 
of  tents;  a  foreman  and  three  men  ttnder  him,  lay  out  the  stands.  There  are  two  csai^p 
foremen,  five  masons,  and  14  carpenters.  One  man  is  employed  to  number  the  tents ; 
one  man  superintends  seven  natives,  who  clean  the  latrines,  and  three  men  assist  at  the 
hospital.  Then  there  are  seventeen  Burgher  police,  under  two  sergeants.  Two  men 
k)ok  after  the  trollies  and  their  native  dnvers,  and  one  man  drives  the  medicine  cart. 
One  Burgher  with  two  natives  police  the  wells,  and  there  are  three  well-sinkers. 

The  water  supply  is  abundant  and  appears  excellent.  There  are  wells  sunk^o}^ 
posite  the  end  of  every  second  street  on  the  north  side  of  the  camp,  and  between.it  aam 
the  Moloppo  river.  They  are  on  an  average  12  to  15  feet  deep.  They  are  well  covered 
in  and  protected.  Each  well  is  fitted  with  a  semi-rotatory  hand , pump,  which  wobIes 
with  the  greatest  ease,  and  is  thoroughly  efficient.  The  water  looks  bright  ajad  oleur, 
but  in  .view  of  the  enteric  which  has  appeared  in  the  camp,  I  eave  instructions  that  iJsie 
water  from  each  well  should  be  analysed  by  an  expert,  and  if  any  were  found  imptiM, 
those  wells  should  be  closed  down.  The  water,  how^ver^  byifcs  appearance  ajid  tatfee, 
promises  to  give  satisfactory  results. 

The  latrines  are  situated  on  the  southern  bonndary  of  the  camp,  about  150  yards 
away  from  the  uppermost  row  of  tents.  As  buckets  w^e  not  available,  these  consist 
of  pits  or  trenches,  screened  round  with  corrugated  iron  and  fitted  vnth  seats.  Some 
of  the  women,  however,  seem  to  prefer  the  open  veldt.  Whilst  sitting  in  the  Super- 
intendent's office,  I  saw  several  of  them  walking  out  of  the  camp  to  a  distance  of  twoitt 
three  hundred  yards  ratter  than  use  the  latrine  provided  for  them.  As  soon  as  budsets 
arrive,  it  is  intended  to  erect  latrines  for  men,  women,  and  children,  along  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  camp,  opposite  to  the  end  of  each  block.  This  will  be  a  great  conveni- 
ence to  the  people  in  the  oamp.  As  soon  as  possible  the  bucket  system  will  supersede 
the  pitsf  ana  trenches  everywhere  in  the  camp. 

The  rations  issued  in  this  camp  are  the  same  in  quality  and  quantity  as  those  issued 
in  the  other  camps,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Military  Grovemor  id  Pretoria.  The 
meat  has  been  on  the  whole  of  a  better  quaUty,  and  although  at  one  time  there  wad*a 
good  deal  of  grumbling,  there  are  practiraJly  no  ^complaints  ,now.  The  system  of  issu- 
ing the  rations  in  cle^n  cotton  bags,  of  which  there  are  a  duplicate  set,  as  is  in  use  at 
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Barbcrton  and  Standerton,  will  be  adopted  here.    The  issue  is  made  as  follows  :- 

Monday        Meat. 

Tuesday        Flour. 

Wednesday  Meat. 

Thursday  Groceries. 

Friday Wood. 

Saturday       ...         ...         ...         ...         ...        Meat. 

For  some  time  coffee  beans  have  been  issued  instead  of  ground  coflfee,  because  as  a 
rule  the  people  prefer  it.  They  are  a  suspicious  people,  they  know  the  coffee  bean, 
but  are  not  sure  of  the  ground  article.  It  has  been  foxmd,  however,  that  in  the  roasting 
process  the  beans  loose  about  12^  per  cent,  of  their  weight.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested 
that  when  the  coffee  bean  is  issued  7  oz.  per  week  be  allowed  instead  of  the  6  oz.  of  tk 
ground  article. 

Some  mealie  meal  might  also  be  supplied  to  this  camp,  to  be  issued  occasionally  in 
place  of  the  rice. 

This  camp  has  suffered  much  from  an  insufficient  supply  of  medical  men  and  Durses, 
and  from  a  total  absence  of  any  system  of   tent   to   tent  visiting,  or  district  work 
among  the  inhabitants.    The  results  have  been  deplorable.    The  Superintendent  has 
had  to  contend  against  the  ^eatest  difficulties,  some  of  which  I  think  might  have  been 
avoided  by  some  forethought  on  the  part  of  those  responsible.    As  an  example,  the 
Superintendent  received  notice  on  Simday  afternoon,  tne  14th  of  July,  to  prepare  fw 
some  more  refugees.    On  Monday  morning,  the  15th  July,  1,270  men,  women,  and 
children  arrived  without  anything  to  eat  at  the  railway  station.    Agadn,  the  Com- 
mandant, Colonel  Vyvyan,  and  the  Superintendent  arranged,  in  order  to  protect  tie 
camp  from  infection,  that  aU  new  arrivals  should  be  jmedically  examined  at  some  distance 
from  the  camp,  before  being  admitted.    As  an  additional  precaution,  when  they  reached 
the  gate  leading  into  the  camp,  the  medical  officer,  as  far  as  possible,  went  through  even 
waggon  load  of  them,  to  see  tnat  they  were  free  from  infection.    On  the  12th  of  August, 
at  9  p.m.,  with  scarcely  any  notice,  a  consignment  of  703  refugees  were  sent  in  from 
Taungs,  and  continued  to  arrive  until  1  a.m.  of  the  ..13th.    They  could  not  be  inspected 
or  examined.    These  people  brought  in  many  cases  of  measles  with  them,  which  has 
since  spread  through  the  whole  camp.  In  addition  to  this  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of 
enteric,  the  reason  for  which  it  is  difficult  to  find..   Pending  the  analysis  of  the  water 
from  the  wells,  which  appear  to  be  well  protected  from  all  sources  of  oontamination, 
I  can  only  ascribe  the  prevalence  of  enteric  to  the  jpeople's  habits,  and  to  the  way  they 
contaminate  the  soil  in  their  tents  ,and  more  especially  around  them,  habits  with  whii 
it  is  very  difficult  to  contend.    I  do  not  think  that  there  are  nearly  enough  sanitary 
inspectors,  and  even  these,  drawn  from  among  the  Burghers  in  the  camp,  and  unedu- 
cated in  the  elements  of  the  laws  of  health,  are  not  likely  to  exercise  a  very  strict 
supervision  over  the  cleanliness  of  the  camp.    Still  they  mient  be  depended  on  to  cany 
out  specific  instructions  if  given  to  them.    In  addition  to  uds  tiiere  nas  been  a  regret 
table  scarcity  of  disinfectants.   Thus,  when  Dr.  Morrow  took  over  medical  chaise  of  the 
camp  on  October  11th,  he  made  an  inventory  of  all  the  medical  stores  in  stock.    Thert 
was  no  carboUc,  or  other  disinfecting  powder,  there  was  no  Izal,  which  is  the  disiii 
fectant  used  in  all  the  other  Camps.     There  was  oidy  80  lbs.  of  Chloride  of  Lime  fwa 
camp  of  close  on  5,000  inhabitants,  a  totally  inadequate  amount  to  influence  the  health 
of  the  camp  to  an  appreciable  extent.    Then  I  found,  as  1  have  already  mentioned, 
no  provision  for  the  district  visiting,  which  I  regard  as  of  so  great  importance.   A  f^ 
called  camp  matron,  Mrs.  Gleeson,  oame  to  the  ,oamp  on  September  1st,  but  her  duties 
as  laid  down,  for  her,  were  those  of  a  relief  matron.     Her  time  was  fully  occupied  in 
supplying  clothing  to  those  who  were  'in  need  of  it,  and  she  informs  me  that  sne  had 
already  supplied  350  families.    But  she  is  untrained,  and  possesses  no  nursing  qualifier 
tions,  and  is,  therefore,  unsuited  to  do  district  work,  to  visit  the  tents  and  attend  to  any 
cases  of  sickness,  and  .to  call  the  attention  of  the  medical  officers  to  those  cases  which 
require  his  care.     To  recognise  the  importance  of  this  work  it  is  but  necessary  to  observe 
the  appalling  amount  of  sickness  which  has  existed  in  this  camp.     The  populatiw  id 
September  and  October  has  averaged  a  little  over  5,000.     In  the  following  table  I  gi^ 
the  total  number  of  reported  .cases  of  sickness  during  each  week  in  September  aad 
'  October  up  to  date,  while  the  last  two  columns  show  how  many  of  these  were  due  to 
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enteric  and  how  many  to  measles.    There  were  in  addition  a  large  number  of  uni*- 
ported  cases.    Nimiber  of  sick  in  Camp : — 


Week  ending: 


September  5th,  1901  ... 

12th,  1901... 

„        19th,  1901-.. 

26th,  1901 ... 

October  3rd,  1901 

„       10th,  1901     ... 

„       17th,  1901     ... 


Total. 

1 
Enterio.        1 

... 

170 

35 

... 

220 

30 

•  •• 

816 

31 

'  715 

40 

... 

855 

25 

... 

1,245 

50 

... 

1,157 

100 

Itfeasles. 

C2 
100 
456 
600 
755 
h70 
655 


The  proportion  of  children  who  were  sick  to  the  adult  patients  is  instructive,  and 
is  well  illustrated  by  the  record  of  the  week  when  I  visited  the  camp.  Thus,  of  the 
1,157  cases  of  illness  recorded,  9  only  were  men,  230  women,  ,and  918  children  under 
12  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  this  camp  has  also  been  heavy  since  measles  was  intro- 
duced on  the  12th  August.    Previous  to  that  date  the  ratio  was  not  excessive — 

Thus:— 

In  June,  with  a  population  of  1,843,  there  were  3  deaths. 

In  July,  with  a  population  of  3,515,  there  were  10  deaths. 

In  August,  with  a  population  of  4,676,  there  were  32  deaths. 

In  September,  with  a  population  of  5,245,  tiiere  were  163  deaths. 

In  October,  up  to,  and  including,  19th,  with  a  population  of  4,971,  there  were  212 
deaths. 

The  highest  death  rate  in  any  one  day  was  on  October  the  3rd,  when  28  people 
died. 

The  diseases  which  are  mainly  responsible  for  this  mortality,  are,  in  the  first  place, 
measles;  then,  longer  interval,  entenc,  while  influenza  has  contributed  its  quota. 
Diseases,  such  as  pneumonia  and  brondutis,  generally  consequent  on  measles,  claim 
a  certain  number  of  victims,  while  all  other  usual  complaints  are  scantily  represented. 

In  September,  out  of  163  deaths,  77  were  from  measles,  20  from  enteric,  and  9  froin 
influenza.  From  the  1st  up  to  the  19th  of  October,  out  of  212  deaths,  162  were  from 
measles  (153  of  whom  were  children  ;under  12)  20  from  enteric,  and  12  from  influenza. 

To  cope  with  this  state  of  affairs  there  were  two  medical  men.  Dr.  Kaufmann, 
an  Austrian,  had  sole  charge  of  the  camp  up  to  the  8th  of  August.  As  he  required 
assistance,  Dr.  Limpert,  a  German,  was  sent  up  to  him.  The  amount  of  help  which  he 
was  able  to  afford  can  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that  he  could  hardly  speak  a  word  of 
English,  and  was  entirely  ignorant  of  Dutch.  And  these  two  men  were  expected  to 
visit  in  the  latter  end  of  September  and  the  first  two  weeks  in  October,  patients  whose 
numbers  varied  from  over  800  to  over  1,200.  It  was  an  impossibility.  No  wonder  that 
when  I  arrived  at  .Maf eking  on  the  18th  October,  I  heard  complaints,  in  all  directions, 
of  patients  who  had  only  been  visited  once  by  the  doctor,  or  very  often  not  at  all.  .  Of 
cases  where  people  had  been  ill  and  died  in  the  camp,  an:d  the  first  intimation  which 
the  doctor  received  was  when  he  was  applied  to  for  a  death  certificate.  Many  of  these 
were  cases  undoubtedly  of  concealed  illness,  and  most  of  them  were  attended  by  quacks 
in  the  camp.  But  such  cases  could  not  occur  in  a  camp  where  there  was  organised 
district  visiting.  I  attach  no  blame  whatever  to  Dr.  Kaufmann.  On  all  sides  I  have 
heard  of  his  iadefatigable  work,  of  his  self-denying  sacrifice  of  ease,  rest,  and  even 
necessary  sleep,  in  order  to  try  and  oope  with  the  sickness  which  was  ravaging  the 
camp.  From  his  successor.  Dr.  Morrow,  who  took  over  the  work  in  the  camp  on 
October  12th,  I  learnt,  v^thout  surprise,  that  when  Dr.  Kaufmann  left  he  was  pros- 
trated by  brain  fag  and  nervous  exnaustion. 

These  matters  are  now  rectified.  Dr.  Morrow  is  the  senior  medical'  officer.  He 
is  not  only  a  very  capable  medical  man,  but  from  what  I  have  seen  of  his  methods  and 
of  the  changes  he  has  introduced,  he  is  a  splendid  organiser  and  administrator.  He  is 
assisted  by  Dr.  Moir,  an  Australian,  who  gave  me  the  impression  of  being  a  quietl/ 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


24 

* 

ki^ii'  and  energetic  gentl^nan,  who  will  do  good  work  in  the  oamp;  by  Dr.  Spink, 
formerly  of  Johannesburg,  and  by^  Dr.  Hogg,  who  replaces  Dr.  Limpert. 

This  staff  will,  f  believe,  shortly  effect  a  great  cnange  in  the  medical  work  of  the 
camp,  but  they  must  be  supported  by  a  proper  supply  of  drugs  #and  disinfectants  and 
medical  comforts. 

I  was  fortunately  able  to  secure  the  services  of  a  lady,  eminently  qualified  for  the 
post  of  camp  matron.  Miss  Bickmore.  She  bad  for  several  years  been  engaged  in  the 
work  of  district  visiting  at  home.  To  render  herself  more  useful  in  this  work,  she  went 
to  a  large  hospital  at  home  and  got  regularly  trained  as  a  nurse.  At  the  expiration 
of  her  three  years'  training  she  received  her  certificate,  after  passing  her  examinations 
satisfactorily.  \\Tien  wax  broke  out  she  came  out  to  South  Africa,  and  has  worked  in 
the  military  hospitals  as  one  of  the  Army  Reserve  Nurses.  I  f  oimd  her  in  the  military 
hospital  at  Mafeking,  and  through  the  kindness  of  Major  Burchall,  Royal  Army  Medi- 
cal Corp,  obtained  permission  from  Sir  W.  D.  Wilson,  Principal  Medical  Officer,  for  her 
to  leave  the  hospital.  Though  the  change  means  financially  a  loss  to  her,  she  has 
accepted  the  post  of  camp  matron,  and,  I  believe,  she  will  .prove  a  valuable  acquisition 
to  the  camp.  We  were  informed  that  four  nurses  were  on  their  way  from  .Cape  Town, 
but  only  one  of  these  is  trained.  I  also  obtained  one  fully  trained  nurse  from  Bulawayo. 
With  these  and  a  staff  of  16  prabationers  selected  from  among  the  refugees  in  the 
^mp,  a  thorough  system  of  tent  to  tent  visiting  has  been  organised,  whidh  will  prevent 
aoaf  case  of  sicloiess  in  the  camp  being  either  overlooked  or  concealed,  and  will  stop  the 
practice  of  quackery,  which  I  cannot  think  has  tended  to  diminish -the  death  rate  in  the 
caiotp.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  is  a  case  of  post  hoc  or  prompter  hoc ;  but  I  have  ascer- 
tained that  in  the  week  following  the  introduction  of  this  systematic  district  woA, 
the  death  rate  fell  nearly  one-third  from  what  it  had  been  in  theprevious  week.  While 
the  necessity  exists,  I  have  also  advised  that  Dr.  Thomas  Hayes,  of  Mafeking,  be 
employed  las  one  of  the  medical  staff. 

The  hospital  consists  of  one  frame  hut  containing  7  beds  and  5  marquees,  v^th  6 
beds  in  each.  They  are  all  well  arranged  and  comfortable.  In  one  bed  I  found  a  poor 
lad  very  ill  from  enteric,  which  had  been  concealed  by  the  parents  until  the  boy  ,was 
nearly  dead.  The  treatment  he  had  received  in  his  parent  s  tent  made  his  recovery 
almost  hopeless.  The  number  of  similar  cases  I  have  come  across  in  the  Burgher  camps 
is  a  very  suggestive  explanation  of  the  high  death  rate  during  an  epidemic. 

The  matron  is  sister  Tooth.  The  hospital,  as  I  saw  it,  speaks  well  for  her  manage- 
ment She  is  very  short  handed  as  regards  trained>nurses.  She  has  but  two  \ma&t 
her,  and  one  of  these  is  at  present  ill  .with  enteric.  She  ought  to  have  f our:seven  pro- 
bationers, selected  from  the  camp,  have  for  the  most  part  turned  out  well.  The  quarters 
aUotteditothe  matron  and  nurses,  and  the  furniture  supplied  to  them,  are  sufficient  and 
good.  Four  more  marquees  for  the  hospital  are  about  being  put  up,  one  is  to  be  used 
for  naatemity  cases.  There  are  two  boilers  for  disinfecting  purposes,  which  serai  to 
work  well.    The  laundry  attached  to  the  ho^ital  is  too  small. 

There  has  been  no  soup  kitchen  in  this  camp,  but  the  new  <3amp  matron  has  under- 
taken to  staxt  one,  and  to  superintend  its  woriong  herself,  as  soon  as  boilers  for  the  pur- 
pose can  be  placed  at  h^  disposal     This,  I  think,  is  urgently  required. 

One  of  the  marquees  in  the  hospital  is,  for  the  future,  to  be  used  exclusively  for 
maternity  cases.  One  of  the  nurses  is  a  trained  midwife,  and  has  had  much  exp^ence 
in  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital  in  London.  One  of  the  great  difficulties  in  inducing 
women  to  go  into  hospital  for  their  confinement,  is  that  frequently  they  have  no  one  to 
loc^  after  meir  children,  and  gratuitous  mutual  help  finds  few  exponents  in  the  Burner 
camps.  It  is,  therefore,  proposed  that  in  future  the  camp  matron  shall  keep  a  list  of 
suitable  and  naotherly  women  in  the  camp,  who  will  undertake  the  care  of  such  children, 
and  who  shall  be  smtablv  remunerated. 

The  present  school  house  is  a  corrugated  iron  and  wood  building.  This  is  to  be 
converted  into  a  church.  Four  school  ro(Hns,  to  contain  120  pupils  each,  are  about  to 
be  put  up,  and  the  nmnber  will  eventually  be  increased  to  eight.  The  attendance 
at  present  is  only  180,  which  has  nearly  exhausted  the  accommodation  available.  It 
is  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  with  so  much  sickness  m  the  camp  a  greater  number 
could  attend.  But  I  find  the  attendance  has  never  been  good,  although  the  Superin- 
tendent anticipates  that  when  the  new  school  rooms  are  available,  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  raising  the  number  to  1,000.     The  school-master  is  Mr.  Lombard. 

This  is  the  only  camp  I  have  visited  where  I  have  found  an  insufficient  supply  of 
medical  comforts  and  drugs.  Its  geographical  position  may  be,  and  to  a  great  extent 
is,  I  am  sure,  the  explanation.    Even  the  milk  supply  was  running  short.    The  amount 
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required  in  such  a  camp  is  very  large.  I  ascertained  that  the  average  daily  issue  con- 
sisted of  117  tins  of  condensed  milk,  which  is  equivalent  to  351  bottles  per  day.  I  have 
heard  that  some  people  in  the  camp  complained  that  they  were  not  able  to  obtain  milk 
for  their  sick  on  Sunday.  Such  complaints  when  sifted  are  frequently  foxmd  to  be  un- 
substantiated. I  visited  the  dispensary  in  this  camp  on  Sunday,  October  20th,  at  4.30 
{).m.,  and  found  that  46  tins  had  already  been  issued  that  day,  over  and  above  the  regu- 
ar  daily  issue.  Under  the  present  system  of  organised  work,  such  complaints  ought 
to  be  impossible,  or  at  once  tested. 

Kendal  Franks. 


No,  5. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  15,  1902.) 

[Anstcered  by  No.  2S.] 

Sm,  High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg,  December  20, 1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  enclosed  copies  of  reports  by  Dr.  Kendal 
Franks,  C.B.,  on  his  recent  visits  to  the  Burgher  Camps  at  Vereeniging  and  Orange 
River,  together  with  some  photographst  which  were  taken  at  those  places. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 

High  Conmiissioner 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  5. 
Report  on  Burgher  Camp  at  Vereeniging. 

September  24,  .1901. 

[Printed  at  p.  41  of  Cd.  853.] 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  5. 
Report  on  Burgher  Camp  at  Orange  River  Station. 

November  11,  1901. 
I  inspected  the  camp  on  November  the  11th  and  12th,  1901.  Originally  imder 
military  control  it  was  handed  over  to  the  civil  powers  on  August  8th,  the  Superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Edward  Nowers,  took  over  charge.  He  is  a  Kentish  man  by  birth,  and 
wfits  formerly  the  Landrost  of  Philipolis  and  afterwards  of  Ficksburg  under  the  late 
Government  of  the  .Orange  Free  State.  When  the  British  came  in  he  was  reinstated  as 
Resident  Magistrate  [at  Ficksburg],  but  when  we  evacuated  the  place  he  was  obliged 
to  seek  refuge  in  Basutoland  for  fear  of  the  Boers.  He  has  taken  the  Oath  of  Allegi- 
ance. His  Clerk,  Mr.  N.  Donaldson,  is  a  Free  Stater,  as  is  also  Mr.  S.  W.  3nyman,  me 
storekeeper.  On  the  day  of  my  visit  there  were  1,474  refugees  in  this  camp,  con- 
sisting of  139  men,  i,e.,  males,  from  15  years  of  age  upwards,  489  women,  whose  ages 
ranged  upwards  from  the  same  period,  and  846  children,  all  below  15.  These  are  all 
acconmiodated  in  bell  tents,  6  inmates  to  each  bell  tent  being  the  extreme  limit.  I 
went  into  several  tents,  and  did  not  find  in  any  this  number  exceeded.  There  are  ,14 
marquees,  one  very  large  one  is  used  for  school  purposes,  8  belong  to  the  hospital,  one 
is  used  by  the  Superintendent  as  an  ofl&ce,  one  as  a  mess  tent  for  the  ofl&cers,  one  as  a 
store  tent,  and  a  small  one  constitutes  the  mess  tent  for  the  matron  and  her  nurses. 
Another  is  used  as  a  ration  tent.  The  camp  is  pitched  about  a  mile  S.S.W.  from  the 
railway  station,  on  a  very  gentle  slope.  The  ground,  being  limestone  formation, 
makes  an  excellent  basis  for  the  camp.  After  heavy  rain,  the  water  runs  .off  to  the 
N.N.E.,  and  the  ground  is  quickly  dry.     The  tents  are  very  fairly  pitched  in  rows, 


t  Not  reproduced. 

10858 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ IC 

J 


26 

with  wide  intervals  between  the  rows,  so  there  is  no  overcrowding  of  the 
tents.  (See  photograph  1.)  About  300  yards  on  the  N.W.  side  of^  the 
main  camp  there  is  a  small  detached  camp,  which  is  reserved  for  the 
inveterately  dirty  (see  photograph  2),  and  the  insnbordinates.  The  general  appearance 
of  the  camp  is  orderly  and  clean,  and  the  people  look  comfortable  and  contented.  The 
inmates  are  obliged  to  keep  the  surfoimdings  of  their  tents  swept  and' tidy,  and 
generally  this  was  well  done,  but  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  brushes  or  brooms  in  the 
camp.  The  flaps  of  the  tents  are  raised  every  day  from  9  a.m.  till  4  p.m.,  and  I  observed 
v^th  pleasure  that  this  was  almost  invariably  carried  out.  The  contents  pf  each  tent 
have  to  be  removed  into  the  open  air  and  exposed  to  the  purifying  effects  of  the  sun  for 
an  hour  every  day.  In  addition  to  this  both  the  inside  and  the  outside  of  the  tents  are 
disinfected  once  a  wedc  with  a  one  per  cent,  solution  of  Quibble/>?  disinfectant.  Two 
Scotch  carts  are  continually  employed  in  removing  rubbish  and  dust  heaps  from  the 
camps.  Six  orderlies,  who  are  paid  a  shilling  a  day,  are  responsible  for  the  general 
order  and  cleanliness  of  the  camp.  They  are  selected  from  among  the  refugees.  Their 
duties  are  to  see  that  the  camp  is  properly  swept  and  kept  tidy.  They  see  that  the  lat- 
rines are  kept  in  order  and  in  general  tney  do  whatever  is  required  of  them.  Should 
they  find  any  orders  disobeyed  or  anything  going  wrong  they  report  to  the  Superin- 
tendent or  to  the  senior  m^cal  officer.  In  ad(£tion  to  these,  tnere  are  four  polioe, 
two  of  whom  receive  4s.  6d.  a  day,  and  two  2s.  Six  issuers,  assistants  to  the  store- 
keeper, receive  Is.  a  day.  A  postman  gets  the  same  remuneration.  A  transport  overr 
s6er  is  paid  2s.  a  day,  And  an  imdertaker  earns  £3  a  month.  When  the  latter  finds 
business  is  slack,  he  fills  up  his  time  loy  making  stools  or  other  useful  work  as  a  car- 
penter.   He  was  so  employed  when  I  visited  ^him. 

All  the  other  able-bodied  men  are  required  to  work  in  the  camp  for  at  least  three 
hours  a  day.  They  are  employed  in  laying  out  gardens,  sinking  wells,  making  trenches, 
camp  cleaning,  bootmaking,  brickmaking,  &c.,  for  which  they  are  not  paid.  At  the 
beginning  there  was  only  one  well,  and  others  were  urgently  needed.  The  Super- 
intendent promised  to  give  the  men  eniployed  one  pound  for  each  well  they  sink ;  but 
this  has  not  yet  been  sanctioned  from  Bloemfontein.  There  are  now  8  wells,  varying 
in  depth  from  26  to  36  feet;  the  water  all  comes  through  limestone,  and  contains  30 
per  cent,  of  hardness.  The  senior  medical  officer,  who  is  a  D.P.H.,  of  Cambridge,  has 
analysed  each  well,  and  has  found  the  water  quite  pure  and  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 
Tlie  wells  are  covered  in  and  supplied  vnth  semirotatory  pumps,  which  are  easily 
worked,  ^and  which  give  a  free  supply  of  excellent  water.  Once  a  week  the  covering  is 
removed,  and  the  wells  thoroughly  cleaned  out.  Great  credit  is  due  for  the  excellent 
care  which  is  taken  of  the  water  supply  in  this  camp.  The  complaints,  which  were 
made  in  Kimberley  that  the  men  in  the  camp  would  not  work,  find  no  expression  in 
this  camp.  There  it  was  attributed  to  suUenness  and  to  their  bitterness  against  the 
English.  In  a  long  morning's  visiting  through  .the  tents  there  I  could  not  find  evidence 
to  bear  out  this  view,  and  what  I  have  seen  in  this  camp  confirms  the  opinion  I  formed 
that  the  fault  was  to  be  found  in  the  manner  in  which  the  men  were  approadied.  A 
quiet  and  kindly  finnness  is  understood  by  the  Boer,  and  fosters  a  veiling  obedience^ 
where  curtness  and  want  of  tact,  tempered  with  familiarity,  is  bound  to  fail. 

This  camp  is  not  enclosed  vdthin  a  barbed  wire  fence,  and  yet  hitherto  no  man 
has  left  the  camp.  A  roll  is  called  every  morning  at  8  a.m.,  by  the  Superintendent, 
and  if  any  do  not  respond,  the  police  soon  discover  the  reason  why,  and  a  valid  feason 
must  be  forthcoming,  or  the  guard-tent  occupied.  There  are  no  Transvaalers  in  this 
camp.  All  the  inhabitants  are  Free.  Staters,  with  the  exception  of  one  Cape  Colonial 
famuy,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  De  Villiers  by  name,  the  rebel  head  of  wnich  is  still 
on  commando. 

The  rations  here  are  the  same  as  in  the  other  camps  ,imder  the  management  of  the 
Deputy  Adnunistrator  of  the  Orange  River  Colony.  My  inspection  of  th^n  satisfied 
me  as  to  their  quality.  The  people  seemed  to  have  some  doubt  as  to  the  coffee,  and 
one  of  the  issuers  t^ld  me  they  would  prefer  having  the  coffee  bean  au  naturel,  and 
roasting  it  and  grinding  it  themselves.  The  meat  is  usually  good,  no  sheep  whose  car- 
case does  not  weigh  at  least  25  lbs.  being  issued  in  the  camp. 

All  the  members  of  the  staff,  the  police,  the  issuers  and  the  camp  orderlies  get  the 
same  rations  as  do  the  refugees,  with  an  additional  half  pound  of  meat  per  day. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  milk  ration,  twenty  tins  of  Ideal  milk  are  issued  daily 
as  medical  comforts.     One  tin' is  added  to  two  and  a  half  pints  of  boiled  and  filtered 
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water,  and  thus*  prepareel:  the  milk  is  issued' to  all  infatits  under  two  years  of  ^e,  to 
invalids  and  convalescents. 

Forty-an«  pints  of  fresh  milk  are  supplied  to  the  hospital  every  day. 

A  soup  kitcheny  under  the  superintendence  of  the  camp  mati: on>  is  open  every  day 
from  11  a.m«  to  12  a.m.  The  soup  i^  distributed  toaU  sick  children^  to  tne  old  people, 
and  to  convalescents.    The,  camp  matron  is  assisted  by  a  boy  of  about  17  years  of  age. 

The  camp  niatroQ,  Miss  J^ienabers  is  ^  Free.  Stat^.  r  ^e  is  untrained.  She  acted 
for  three  months  as  a  nurse,  and  was  then  appointed  <^amp  matron  at  a  salary  of  £50 
a  year.  She  has  no  one  to  assist  her  in  her  camp  work.  She  is  expected  to  visit  all 
the  tents,  to  find  out  all  cases  of  sickness,  and  to  report  them  to  the  Superintendent,, 
and  this,  in  addition  to  her  daily  work  in  connection  with  the  soup  kitchen,  and  in  a 
camp  of  1,474  people  it  is  a  physical  impossibility  that  she  could  do  so.  To  carry  out 
these  extremely .  necessary  duties  the  camp  matron  should  be  a  trained  nurse  herself, 
and  should  have  one  or  two  nurses  under  her.  She  should  also  have  a  staff  of  six  pro- 
bationers, selected  by  her  from  among  the  refugees.  Then  the  tent  visiting  coula  be, 
in  a  camp  of  this  size,  effectually  done,  no  case  of  sidmess  would  be  concealed  or  over- 
looked, and  there  would  be  some  probability  that  the  medical  comforts  ordered  for  the 
sick  and  weakly  would  reach  their  intended  destination.  The  probationers  might  be 
paid  not  less  than  Is.  a  day  and  receive'the  extra  half  poimd  of  meat  ration. 

The  hospital  in  this  camp  is  very  well  tnanaged,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  al»lity  and 
enterprise  of  the  senior  medical  ofl&cer.  Dr.  Parry-Edwards.  I  think  the  adminis- 
tration may  be  congratulated  on  having  obtained  such  a  man  for  this  Burgher  camp. 
He  is  an  M.D.,  of  the  University  of  Dublin,  and  a  Diplomate  in  Public  Health  of  Cam- 
bridge. He  is  assisted  by  Dr.  de  Kock,  a  Free  Stater  and  an  M.B.  of  Edinburgh. 
The  dispenser,  Mr.  Waddington,  is  spoken  very  highly  of  as  skilful  and  most  careful  in 
his  work.  The  matron  is  Mrs.  Rutherford ;  she  is  untrained.  Her  head  nurse  is  a  camp 
refugee,  and  is  also  untrained.  They  are  assisted  by  t^n  probationers  from  the  camp, 
who  are  called  assistant  nurses.  It  is  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that  there  is  not  one 
trained  or^ualified.nurse  either  in  the  ho^italorin^  the-camp.  If,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  I  consider  the^  i3amp  inatron.aiidh»^^a^ipstaint.shouJid  be  trained  nurses,  how 
much  more  important  is  it  that  the  matron  of  the  hospital  and  the  head  nurse  under 
her  should  be  prppeijly  trained.,  j  Fortunately  the.  epidemic  of.  measles  is  practically 
over,  but  with  diph^Ll^eria  aOidgntieric  pre3eQtia,.tl;ie  dmap^  diseases  where  skilled  nurs- 
ing is  imperatively  required,^it  is  not  only  dapgerous  for  tike  sicfc  but  it  throws  a  most 
unfair  burden  of  responsibility  upon  the  medical  /officers,  that  trained  and  experienced 
nursing  should  not  supplement  the  doctors'  efforts.  The  probationers  do  their  work 
well  and  seem  to  take  a  keen  ipterest  in  it.  It  speaks  well  lor  the  way  they  are  treated 
that  Dr.  Edwards  has  the  names  of  over  50  women  in-  the  camp  on  his  list  who  are 
anxious  to  become  probationers  in  the  hospital  and  to  learn  nursing.  A  supply  of 
material  to  make  imiforms  for  the  hospital  staff  Jias  just  been  sent  up  .to  the  camp  by 
the  Victoria  League. 

One  marquee  in  the  hoapital  is  used. as  a^dispensarf^r.  It^has  been  well  arranged 
by  the  dispenser,  Mr.  Waddington.  Convenient  cupboards  have  been  made  out  of 
biscuit  boxes,  and  with  little,  material  or  outside  assistance  he  has  made  a  very  ^ood 
show.  The  dispensary  seems  well  supplied  with  drugs.  Seven  marquees  are  used  for 
patients.  They  contain  seven  beds  each.  A  broad  strip  of  matting,  runs  from  end  to 
end  of  each  tent,  and  a  few  rugs  help  to  cover  the  floor.  The  beds  are  all  supplied  with 
wire-wove  mattresses.  The  mattresses  over  these  are  made  in  three  pieces,  and  are 
not  nearly  so  good  as  when  made  in  one  piece.  Dr.  Edwaxds  has  found,  what  I  have 
experienced  elsewhere,  that  it  was  difficult  to  keep  the  pieces  in  their  place  over  the 
wire-wove  spring.  Thpre  is  a  table  in  the  centre  of  each  marquee,  and  open  cupboards 
made  of  empty  biscuit  boxes  stand  between  the  heads  of  oach  pair  of  beds.  The 
marquees  altogether  Ipol?  very,  comfortable  and  everything  as^  clean  and  neat. 

The  hospital  kitchen  is  made  of  sun-dried  bricjjs,  plastered  inside  and  whitewashed 
outside.  There  is  an  excellent  close  fire  range  in  it.  ^he  room,  when  I  saw  it,  ,was 
spotlessly  clean,  the -best  hospital  kitchen  I  liave  seeii  in  Any  Burgher  camp. 

The  hospital  latrines,  are  ako  made  of  sun-dried  brioks)  ?.nd  are  very  good. 

The  arrangements  for  disinfection  are  also  very  good.  There  are  two  Sawyer's 
stoves  for  boiling  clothes,  and  an  oven  where  enteric  stools,  and  clothing  can  be  burnt. 
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Excellently  prepaxed  pathways  are  being  made  between  the  marquees  and  else- 
where, when  needed  in  the  hospital  grounds.  (See  photograph  3.)  On  the  northern 
confines  of  what  is  to  be  the  hospital  enclosure,  as  soon  as  the  necessary  poles  are 
obtainable.  Dr.  Edwards  has  begim  to  prepare  a  garden,  already  called  "  die  Doctor's 
Garden."    Here  he  hopes  to  grow  sufl&cient  vegetables  to  supply  the  hospital. 

The  latrines  in  the  camp  are  cleaned  and  thoroughly  scrubbed  every  naoming,  and 
yet  when  I  inspected  them,  in  the  afternoon,  they  were  very  dirty.  I  inquired  the 
cause,  and  was  informed  that  it  was  due  to  the  almost  incorrigibly  filthy  habits  of  the 
people,  even  the  women  standing  on  the  seats.     This  would  account  for  what  I  saw. 

The  schools  consist  of  two  long  frame  huts  covered  wiHi  sail  cloth,  and  a  large 
marquee,  which  measured  inside  50  feet  in  length  and  20  feet  in  breadth.  Being  a 
single  tent  it  is  liable  to  become  oppressively  hot  in  smnmer.  The  head-master  is  Mr. 
Fivaz,  a  Free  Stater,  who  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance;  the  assistant  master  is  also 
a  Free  Stater.  There  are  five  lady  teachers ;  two  of  them  are  English  Colonials,  one 
is  an  English  Free  Stater,  and  two  are  Free  Staters  of  Dutch  origin.  The  number  of 
children  in  the  camp  of  school  age,  that  is,  between  6  and  15  years  of  age,  is  450 ;  of 
these  380  are  on  the  school  roll,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  is  about  300,  that  is, 
two-thirds  of  the  number  of  eligible  children  in  camp.  This,  I  think,  is  a  very  fair  pro- 
portion. In  some  of  my  reports  on  other  Burgher  camps  I  have  called  attention  to  the 
unportance,  in  regard  to  the  future  well-being  and  peace  of  the  new  Colonies,  of  edu- 
cating the  young  children  in  loyalty.  On  this  ground  I  maintain  that  the  teachers,  and 
more  especially  the  head-master,  should  be  Britishers  from  the  old  coimtries,  and  beyond 
suspicion.  An  oath  of  allegiance,  taken  in  an  occupied  country  during  the  continuance 
•of  war,  is  scarcely  a  sufficient  guarantee ;  and  my  experience  in  these  camps  has  shown 
me  that  it  is  the  personal  qualities  of  the  teacher  which  win  the  confidence  of  the 
refugees  rather  than  his  nationality.  That  this  question  of  loyalty  cannot  be  neglected 
was  shown  on  October  3rd,  the  birthdav  of  ex-President  Steyn,  when  a  large  nimiber 
of  children,  headed  by  some  women,  collected  in  the  camp  with  Orange  Free  State  and 
Transvaal  flags,  and  marched  about  singing  the  Volkslied. 

Another  attempt  was  made  on  Mr.  Kruger's  birthday,  under  the  pretence  of  sing- 
ing Moody  and  Sankey's  hymns,  to  sing  the  Volkslied,  but  was  frustrated  by  the  Super- 
intendent. 

The  supply  of  fuel  in  this  camp  is  good.  Two  lbs.  of  wood  and  one  of  coal  are 
issued  per  head  per  day.  I  think  it  would  be  more  economical  and  just  were  the  issues 
made  per  family  instead  of  per  head,  as  it  takes  much  the  same  quantity  of  fuel  to  cook 
for  three  people  as  for  six. 

I  consider  that  better  accommodation  should  be  provided  for  the  nurses,  who  have 
^  great  deal  of  heavy  and  tiring  work  to  do,  often  of  a  disagreeable  character.  Each 
is  provided  with  a  tent.  The  matron*s  tent  is  fairly  comfortable,  but  then,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  bed,  all  the  other  things  in  the  tent  are  her  own.  The  head-nurse's  tent 
contains  a  bedstead  and  a  small  hand  mirror.  There  is  no  matting  on  the  floor ;  there 
is  no  washhand-stand,  table,  chair,  or  bath.  Loud  would  be  the  complaints,  and  many 
the  letters  written  to  the  press,  were  such  a  state  of  affairs  discovered  in  the  tent  of  a 
refugee. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  sickness  in  this  camp,  mainly  due  to  an  epidemic 
of  measles,  and  lately,  of  diphtheria  and  enteric,  but  the  proportion  has  been  less  tJian  in 
most  camps,  and  measles  appear  now  to  have  nearly  come  to  an  end.  Thus,  in  Sep- 
tember, the  average  weekly  nmnber  of  sick  was  120.5,  in  October  it  was  73,  and  m 
the  first  week  in  November,  from  the  3rd  to  the  9th  inclusive,  it  had  fallen  to  40.  The 
highest  weekly  number  of  sick  was  in  the  first  week  in  September,  when  there  were  142 
cases  of  sickness  in  the  camp.  The  death  rate  also  has  been  smaller  than  in  most  of  the 
camps.  This,  I  think,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  all  cases  of  measles,  except  those  of  the 
very  mildest  type  have  been  removed  to  hospital.  The  death  rate  among  the  measles 
cases  has  consequently  been  as  low  as  7.5  per  cent,  of  those  affected.  I  tSink  this  may 
be  taken  as  evidence  that  the  high  death  rate  in  other  camps  is,  to  a  great  extent,  due 
to  the  carelessness  or  ignorance  of  the  parents  in  treating  their  sick  children  in  their 
own  tents.  In  September  and  October  there  were  21  cases  of  enteric,  ol  whom  three 
died,  and  between  October  19th  and  November  12th,  14  cases  of  diphtheria,  of  whom 
five  died.     On  the  whole  I  consider  the  medical  record  is  extremely  satisfactory. 

Kendal  Franks. 
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No.  6. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  15,  1902.) 

Sm,  High  Commissioners  Office,  Johannesburg,  December  20, 1901. 

With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  20th  November,  No.  4,*  I  have  the  honour 
to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  documents  on  the  subject  of  discipline  in  the 
matters  of  health  and  cleanliness  in  the  Concentration  Camps  in  the  Orange  River 
Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 

MLLNER, 

High  Conamissioner. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  6. 

Deputy  Adbanistrator,  Orange  River  Colony,  to  High  Commissioner. 

Government  Buildings,  Bloemfontein, 
My  Lord,  December  6,  1901. 

On  the  25th  November  I  received,  through  your  Secretary,  Mr.  Buchan,  the 
copy  of  a  telegram.  No.  4,  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply  to  one  of  yours  sent  on 
the  16th  November. 

I  notice  that  die  Secretary  of  State  calls  attention  to  the  necessity  of  strict  dis- 
cipline in  the  Camps  in  matters  relating  to  health.  In  the  Camps  under  the  Orange 
River  Colony  Administration  the  most  stringent  regulations  have,  at  all  times,  been 
rigorously  enforced  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  cleanliness  of  the  Camps. 

•  The  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  has  only  recently  been  made  general,  prior 
to  which  it  was  only  the  serious  cases  that  were  actually  removed.  At  all  times  we  have 
had  very  great  difficulty  in  discovering  sickness,  when  not  of  a  very  pronounced  type, 
and  even  now,  when  the  compulsorjr  removal  is  supposed  to  be  in  force,  I  have 
discovered  that  mothers  are  in  the  habit  of  substituting  a  healdiy  infant  for  their  own 
sick  child  during  the  interval  between  the  visit  of  the  matron  and  the  doctor,  in  order 
to  avoid  its  removal  to  the  hospital.  This  will  show  Your  Excellency  the  difficulty  we 
still  have  to  contend  with  in  finding  out  who  are  sick  and  who  are  well.  The  Medical 
Staff  have  now  been  reinforced,  in  ahnost  all  /the  Camps,  by  Camp  Matrons ;  these 
women  are,  where  procurable,  trained  nurses,  but  in  other  instances  we  have  to  make 
use  of  the  material  at  hand,  and  the  duties  are  being  performed,  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  by  local  Boer  women — these  women  being  desi^iated  "  soup  kitchen  matrons.** 

Punishments  have  been  enforced  for  breaches  of  the  sanitary  regulations  or  for 
refractory  conduct,  but  only  in  a  few  instances  have  the  rations  been  reduced  in  con- 
sequence. We  have  in  each  Camp  a  separate  wired-in  enclosure,  in  which  is  pitched 
a  certain  number  of  tents.  It  is  to  this  Camp  that  women  breaking  the  Camp  regu- 
lations are  removed  for  punishment.  It  simply  means  that  their  liberty  is  curtailed 
for  the  time  they  are  in  tne  Camp ;  and  the  men  are  called  upon  to  do  extra  daily  dtity 
with  pick  and  shovel,  under  a  policeman.  I  have  always  been  loth  to  interfere  with 
the  rations  in  case  the  ones  to  suffer  should  be  the  young  children,  and  not  the  culprits 
themselves. 

I  am  now  considering  the  question  of  forming  some  new  Camps  in  this  Colony, 
and  breaking  up  some  of  the  larger  Camps.  When  last  in  Johannesburg,  I  expressed 
an  opinion  that  Bushmanskop,  between  here  and  Sannahspost,  might  be  a  suitable 
place  for  one  of  the  new  Camps.  The  site  is  excellent,  but  there  are  certain  objections 
to  the  water,  which  supplies*  Bloemfontein,  being  tapped  at  that  point,  and  thereby 
lessening  the  quantity  available  for  this  town.  I  have,  therefore,  abandoned  the  idea 
of  forming  a  Camp  there,  but  I  think  it  may  be  possible  to  form  new  ones  at  Doom  River 
Station,  and  at  I)onkerpoort,  just  north  of  Nervals  Pont.  I  am  now  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Military  Authorities  with  regard  to  obtaining  their  conscAt  to  my  start- 
ing the  Camps  there,  should  it  be  deemed  iwtvisable. 

I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  ask  the  India  Office  for  the  services 
of  any  Officer  to  take  up  the  position  of  Superintendent.    The  staff  at  present  in  each 
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of  the  Camps  is,  in  the  majority  of  csses^^ay^good,  and  in  some  very  fair.    The  latter 
I  am  endeavouring  to  improve,  and  J  expect  tO'have  no  difGbculty  in  doing  so. 

I  have,  ifec, 
H.  GooLD- Adams, 

Deputy  Administrator, 

Orange  Biver  Colony. 
His  Excellency 

The  High  Commissioner, 
Johannesburg. 

Enclosure  2  in  No.  6. 

Administrator  LoRb  Milner  to  The  Deputy  Administrator,  Orange  Biver  Colony. 

(Orange  River  Colony.    No.  74.) 

Sm,  High  Commissioner's  Ofl&ce,  Johannesburg,  December  18,  1901. 

With  reference  to  your  despatch  of  December  6th,  on  the  subject  of  Concen- 
tration Camps,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  agree  generally  with  your  remarks 
about  Camp  discipline.  As  regards  additional  Camps,  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  plan 
of  a  Camp  at  Bushman's  Kop  has  had  to  be  abandoned.  I  am  still  convinced  that 
some  Camps  are  too  full,  and  that  there  are  one  or  two  whose  sites  render  them  wholty 
unsuitable.  Vredefort  Road  and  Kroonstad  appear  to  be  especially  undesirable, 
and  the  difficulty  of  water  supply  at  both  Winburg  and  Heilbron  makes  it  necessary 
to  consider  whether  these  Camps  also,  should  be  maintained. 

'  Dr.  Kendal  Franks  is  just  about  to  return  to  the  Orange  River  Colony,  to  visit 
the  Camps  not  comprised  in  his  former  journey.  His  advice  would  be  valuable,  both  as 
to  the  desirability  of  abandoning  some  existing  sites,  and  as  to  the  best  places  for  new 
ones.  Meanwhile  I  am  doing  my  best  to  arrange  for  two,  and  if  possible,  three  Camps 
in  Cape  Colony,  to  which  the  overflow  of  the  Orange  River  Colony  Camps  could  be 
transferred.  Unforeseen  difficulties  have  arisen,  but  will,  I  hope,  soon  be  overcome. 
As  soon  as  a  General  Superintendent  of  Cape  Colony  Camps  is  appointed,  I  .will  put 
you  into  communication  with  him.  As  regards  Superintendents  from  India,  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  there  will  be  plenty  for  them  to  do.  My  experience  so  far  has 
been  that  we  are  everywhere  short  of  men  of  sufficient  calibre  for  the  difficult  post  of 
Superintendent  as  well  as  for  inspection  work.  Should  I  be  fortunate  enough  to  find 
myself  mistaken  in  this  respect,  as  far  as  the  Orange  River  Colony  is  concerned,  I 
anticipate  no  difficulty  in  utilizing  the  officers  who  may  be  sent  from  India,  elsewhere. 

I  have,  &c., 

MlU^EB, 

Administrator, 
Orange  River  Colony. 
His  Excellency 

the  Deputy  Administrator, 

Orange  River  Colony. 


No.  7. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  1.35  a.m.,  January  15,  1902.) 

[Answered  by  No.  10.] 

Telegram. 

January  14.  No.  47.  Your  telegram  No.  3,  7th  January.*  Both  Maxwell  and 
€K>old- Adams  are  of  opinion  that  the  entire  control  and  management  of  Concentiati(m 
camps  in  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony  shoidd  be  taken  over  by  the  two  new 
Indian  officers,  whose  cprrespondence,  however,  should  pass  through  me;  the  oiOEk^ 
taking  over  Transvaal  cainps  would  be  also  responsible  for  the  overflow  camps  in  Natal, 
and  sunilarly  Qrange  River  CJolony  officer  for  those  in  Cape  Colony. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  have  names,  of  officers  and  the  date  of  arrival. 
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-  •  ^    •    'AiMiNisW^TOR  LOitD  MILNEB  to  Mr:  ' 

•'  ,T    .  '  (Received  2.15  p.m.,  Jaiwiary  16,  1902.)  

Telegram. 

January  15.  No.  52.  Your  telegram  No.rl,  rof  the  14th  January.*  Since  the 
publication  of  Parliamentary  papers  Cd.  819,  Cd.  853,.  the  ration  scale  has  been 
changed  both  in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Biver  Colony.  Some  minor  details  remain 
to  be  decided ;  copiesof  both  will  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  they  are  ready. 

The  following  are  the  chief  changes :  The  weekly  ration  of  meat  for  adults  is  4  lbs., 
and  when  the  meat  is  thin  one  pound  of  lard  may  be  substituted  for  an  equal  quantity 
of  meat.  Children  between  5  and  10  years  receive  one  quart  bottle  of  milk  per  diem 
and  3  lbs.  of  meat  per  week.  Children  from  2  to  5  years  receive  2  lbs.  of  meat  per 
week,  which  is  made  into  soup,  and  2  bottles  of  milk  per  diem.  Children  under  2  years 
receive  a  ration  of  soup  and  vegetables  supplied  by  Camp  Matron  and  2  bottles  of 
milk  per  diem.  Soup  for  children  is  made  at  public  soup  kitchens.  Children  under 
2i years  receive  2  lbs.  of  flour  per  week.  Children  between  2  and  i>  years  receive 
341  lbs.  per  week.  GSbildrenbetween  5  and  12  ye^rs  receive  5  lbs.  (tt'&om  per  Week  and 
adults  receive  7  lbs.  The  flour  is  made  into  bread  by  people  themselves  and  baked  at 
public  baberiea.^  A  vegetable  ration  is  supplied  to  all  children,  which' will  probably 
be  superseded  in  the  winter  months  by  a  ration  of  dripping. 

You  will  thus  see  that  your  suggestions  have  been  adopted. 

I  should  add  that  all  children  under  12  years  receive  a  weekly  ration  of  butter 
of  4  ozs. 

These  figures  are  taken  from  the  new  Transvaal  ration  scale,  but  the  Orange  Eiver 
Colony  is  to  correspond.  Originally  many  of  the  inmates  of  camps  were  able  to 
augment  their  rations  from  their  private  purses,  but  now  the  great  majority  are  entirely 
dependent  on  the  rations  supplied. 


No.  9. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  20,  1902.) 

Sm,  High  Commissioner's  Ofl&ce,  Johannesburg,  December  27,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
from  the  Deputy  Administrator  of  the  Orange  Kiver  Colony,  enclosing  a  report  from 
the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Refugee  Camps  in  the  Orange  River  Colony  for  the  month 
ending  30th  ir^ovember,  1901.  » 

i  I  have,  ifec, 

MILNER, 

Administrator, 
I  Orange  River  Colony. 


Enclosure  in  No.  9. 


Government  Ofl&ces,  Bloemfontein,  Orange  River  Colony, 
My  Lord,    '  December  18,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  herewith  (in  duplicate)  for  transmission  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  report  by  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Refugee  Camps  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony  for  the  month  ending  30th  November,  1901.  As  I  have  recently 
informed  Your  Excellency,  T  consider  that  the  death-rate  for  this  month  would  have 
been  even  more  materially  reduced  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  exceptionally  cold  weather 
experienced  on  and  after  the  19th  ultimo. 

-  -The  outbreak  rf-enteriaat  the  Bethulie-Camp,  a^  in  a  minor  degree  at  certain 
other  camps,  is  a  serious  feature  in  the  situation,  but  every  effort  is  being  made  under 
the  supervision  of  Mr.  Cole  Bowen  to  cope  witJx  it. 
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I  have  su^ested  to  Captain  TioUope  that  in  future  a  section  of  his  monthly  report 
should  be  speaally  devoted  to  educational  matter,  and  have  asked  him  to  consult  Mr. 
Sargent  and  Mr.  Russell  on  the  subject. 

With  regard  to  the  possibility  of  obtaining  Eastern  pattern  tents,  as  used  in  India, 
I  have  already  addressea  Your  Excellency  by  telegram. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  (toold- Adams, 

Deputy  Administrator, 

Orange  Riror  C!olony 
His  Excellency 

The  High  CJommissioner, 
Johannesburg. 


Sre,  December  11,  1901. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  submit  this,  my  monthly  report  on  Refugee  Camps,  for 
the  month  ending  30th  November,  1901,  with  a  view  to  same  being  submitted  to  His 
Excellency  the  High  Commissioner. 

(1.)  Distribution  of  Camps. — ^No  additional  camps  have  been  formed  during  the 
past  month. 

Dr.  Kendal  Franks  visited  the  camps  at  Orange  Biver  Kimberley,  and  Bloem- 
fontein.  He  was  well  satisfied  with  the  management  and  arrangements  made  in  each, 
and  was  especially  well  pleased  with  the  latter  camp. 

A  list  of  camps,  giving  distribution  at  each  place,  together  with  reserve 
accommodation,  is  shovm  as  under: — 


Rbturn  of  Stbbkqth. 


Camp. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

TotaL 

Beaarre  AoooB 
modatioB. 

Aliwal  North      

687 

1,609 

2317 

4,613 

NU. 

Bloemfontein      

806 

1,867 

3,649 

6,322 

NU. 

Brandfort            

479 

1,348 

2,154 

3,981 

NU. 

Bethulie 

513 

1,538 

2,480 

4,531 

NiL 

Heilbron  ..          

402 

975 

1,704 

3,081 

80 

HarriBmith          

143 

540 

967 

1,650 

20 

Kroonstad            

562 

1,205 

2,001 

3,768 

NU. 

Kimberley           

583 

1,181 

2,042 

3,806 

NU. 

Ladybrand           

85 

202 

409 

696 

— 

Nervals  Pont      

542 

1,081 

1,646 

3,269 

NU. 

Springfontein 

374 

887 

1,417 

2,678 

NU. 

Vredefort  Road 

256 

642 

1,085 

1,983 

190 

Winburg 

444 

1,011 

1,672 

i3,127 

NU. 

Orange  River      

157 

522 

8% 

1,575 

NU. 

Kromelleboog      

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Totals       

6,036 

14,608 

24,439 

45,083 

— 
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(2.)  Medical  Officers  and  Hospital  Staff. — ^Attached  will  be  found  a  list  showing 
distribution  of  Mediccd  Ofl5cers  and  Hospital  Staff  in  Orange  River  Colony  Refugee 
Camps. 

(3.)  Death-rate. — I  am  pleased  to  report  a  considerable  decrease  on  last  month's 
figures,  the  death-rate,  however,  is  still  alanningly  high. 

On  the  19th  of  the  month  a  fearful  chan^  of  weather  took  place.  A  change 
fn»n  intense  heat  to  bitter  cold,  accompanied,  m  some  parts,  by  a  severe  hail-storm. 
This  sudden  drop  in  the  temperature  accounted  for  the  increase  in  the  death-ratte 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

Now  that  additional  nurses  have  arrived  from  England,  I  have  great  hopes  that 
the  death-rate  in  all  camps  will  show  a  still  further  marked  improvement. 

The  severe  epidemic  of  measles  at  Brandfort  and  Heilbron  have  somewhat  abated, 
causing  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  death-rates  of  the  above-mentioned  places. 

An  alarming  epidemic  of  enteric  fever  has  broken  out  at  Bethulie,  and  a  few  oases 
have  made  their  appearance  in  Brandfort,  Bloemfontein,  Heilbron,  and  Nervals  Pont* 
but  I  have  no  fear  of  any  appreciable  increase  in  the  death-rate  on  tJiis  account,  as 
most  stringent  measures  are  being  taken  to  check  it. 

Broncho-pneumonia  is  gradually  dying  out;  statistics  show  a  decrease  of  4151 
per  mille  per  annum. 

The  statistics  showing  the  distribution  of  deaths  from  1st  to  30th  November  will 
be  found  as  under: — 


Camp. 


Aliwal  North 
Bloemfontein 
Brandfort 
Bethnlie  ... 
Heilbron  ... 
Harrismith 
Eroonstadt 
E[imberley 
NonralB  Pont 
Springfontein 
Vredefort  Road 
Winburg  ... 
Orange  River 


Totals 


Komberof  Deaths. 


80 

178 

158 

236 

155 

13 

128 

34 

47 

101 

62 

92 

56 


1,340 


Populatioii. 


4,613 
6,322 
3,981 
4,531 
3,081 
1,650 
3,768 
3,806 
3,269 
2,678 
1,983 
3,127 
1,575 


44,384 


This  makes  an  aven^  for  the  month  of  November  of  362.20  per  mille  per  ammm. 
Number  of  men  who  died  during  the  month  was  59,  women  183. 
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The  small  decrease  in  death  rate,  in  my  opinion,  is  due  to  the  follovnng  causes  :— 

The  inabiiity  to  stamp  out  such  serious  epidemics  as  measles,  diphtheria,  &c., 
which  are  continually  being  brought  in  by  newcomers,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing extracts  from  the  medical  report  of  Dr.  v.  d.  Waal,  Principal  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Kroonstad  Refugee  Camp: — 

"  Measles  is  still  prevalent  in  this  camp,  chiefly  among  a  batch  of  newcomers, 
who  came  into  camp  from  their  farms  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  and 
brought  this  disease  with  them/' 

"  Diphtheria  is  still  prevalent,  several  cases  occurring  amongst  the  newcomers, 
who  brought  it  injwith  them  from  their  farms." 

The  dirty  habits  of  the  Boer  Refugees  themselves  is  the  most  difficult  obstacle 
to  surmount  in  the  checking  of  an  epidemic  of  fever ;  in  fact,  the  outbreak  at  Norvals 
Pont  is  probably  due  to  the  Refugees  drinking  the  Orange  River  water,  in  spite  of  the 
Senior  Medical  Officer's  and  Superintendent's  strict  orders  to  the  contrary,  and  strict 
police  supervision. 

The  influx  of  Refugees,  although  not  so  great  as  in  July  last,  when  over  20,000 
had  to  be  provided  for,  never  seems  to  entirely  abate.  Fifty  have  just  arrived  at 
Edenburc,  as  I  vmte  this  report,  and  783  Refugees,  that  the  Military  Authorities 
formerly  nelped  to  ration,  are  being  gradually  drafted  to  Brandfort. 

There  were  80  births  during  the  month. 

A  table  showing  the  weekly  number  of  sick  in  hospitals  in  each  camp,  and  Ihe 
number  of  deaths  among  same  will  be  found  as  under: — 

NUHBBR  OF  PaTIBNTS  IN  HOSPITAL. 


ItttoTth. 

8th  to  Kth. 

No.  in  HospitaL 

DMihB. 

No.inHoq;iita)I. 

Deaths 

Aliwal  North        

Bloemfontein       

Brandfort 

Bethnlie 

Heilbron 

Harrismith 

Kroonstad 

Eimberlej 

Norval's  Pont       

Springfontein       

Vredefort  Road 

Winbnrg 

Orange  RiTer      

28 

135 

207 

104 

65 

21 

38 

140 

75 

74 

50 

51 

35 

2 
6 
36 
9 
9 
1 
2 

10 

10 

13 

3 

2 

6 

24 

158 

198 

113 

87 

33 

37 

141 

68 

65 

50 

53 

31 

1 

17 
24 
10 
10 

1 
17 
2 
7 
6 
7 
3 

Totals 

•• 



1,023 

109 

958 

105 
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NuMBBB  OF  Patients  in  Hospital. 


Camp. 

15th  to  22nd. 

2Sid  to  30th. 

No.inHoepital. 

Deaths. 

No.  in  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Aliwal  North      ... 

21 

5 

31 

1 

Bloemfontein 

•••          •••          .*•          •*• 

220 

19 

267 

26 

Brandfort 



17» 

20 

188 

25 

Bethulie 

.*•          •••          •••          ... 

133 

14 

143 

26 

Heilbron 

...          •«•          ...          ••• 

94 

13 

87 

13 

HarriBmith 

•«.          •».          •••          ... 

19 

2 

13 

1 

Kroonstad 

•••          •••          .••          ... 

36 

4 

144 

23 

Kimberley 



150 

10 

31 

6 

Nerval's  Pont      ... 

66 

9 

91 

3 

Springfontein 



67 

4 

76 

10 

Vredefort  Road  ... 

..*.          •••          •••          ••• 

44 

6 

43 

2 

Winbnrg 

••«          ■••          •••          ..« 

46 

6 

45 

1 

Orange  River 

•••          ■••          •••          ••• 

•••          •••          •••          ••• 

21 

6 

35 

4 

Totals 

1,096 

118 

1,194 

141 

The  actual  number  of  cases  treated  in  hospitals  were — 
Males 

Females      

Ghildraa 

^^^■B^KmIL  Ipaflr  •••  •••  •••  ...  ••• 

of  which  there  died — 

JIft&iOS  ...  •*.  •*.  ••■  ••• 

Females 

Children       


211 

1,481 

37 
127 
309 
473 


In  addition  to  the  following  there  were  treated  in  camps  15,891,  of  which  867 
died: — 


Total  treated 
Total  deaths 


18,2^ 
1,340 


Attached  will  be  found  a  dassffication  of  deaths  in  each  eamp  for  the  numih  of 
ITovember,  arranged  in  periods  of  five  years  up  to  100  years. 
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f 

1 

5 

1 

j 

o 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

a 

1 

1 

1 

.     1 

1 
1 

> 

1 

i 

1 

Und«r  1  month... 

5 

4 

4 

7 

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

2 

1 

r 

1  month  to  1  year 

22 

31 

21 

25 

19 

6 

9 

12 

— 

11 

23 

7 

12 

9 

s 

1  yeur  to  5  years 

31 

63 

89 

90 

63 

7 

65 

12 

— 

IB 

39 

21 

52 

30 

s:j 

5  year*  to  10  years 

10 

36 

34 

33 

— 

18 

4 

— 

6 

15 

6 

13 

9 

^ 

10  years  to  16  years    ... 

3 

16 

4 

12 

2 

9 

2 

— 

3 

3 

4 

5 

1 

;j 

16  years  to  20  years    ... 

2 

3 

2 

8 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

5 

5 

4 

1 

9 

20  years  to  26  years    ... 

— 

3 

2 

7 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

-'  9 

1 

21  years  to  30  years    ... 

1 

6 

4 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1    j    2     3 

1 

80  years  to  36  years    ... 

— 

1 

1 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

IS 

S6  years  to  40  years    ... 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

-  1  ' 

!1 

40  years  to  46  years    ... 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

-l-u 

46  years  to  60  years    ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

-i-," 

60  years  to  66  years    ... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

I 

- 

I] 

66  years  to  60  years    ... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1" 

60  years  to  65  years    ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

♦ 

66  years  to  70  years     ... 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

I  > 

70  years  to  75  years    ... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

" 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-1    < 

! 

76  years  to  80  years     ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1       ^ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

< 

80  years  to  86  years    ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1     _ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

3 

86  years  to  90  years    ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

{ 

90  years  to  96  years    ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

1 

ni 

96  years  to  100  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-'nil 

Totals  

80 

178 

169 

236 

165 

19 

128 

39 

— 

30 

101 

62 

n 

S6  'K^ 

The  above  was  oompiled  from  the  Death  Begistration  Books. 

(4.)  Sanitation.— The^  camps  oontdnue  to  be  kept  in  a  thoroughly  sanitary  state. 
The  latrine  acbommodation  in  all  camps  is  now  ample,  and  the  greatest  precautions  are 
bemg  taken  that  nothing  which  might  facilitate  an  outbreak  of  enteric  tever  is  douc. 

(5.)  Health. — The  general  state  of  health  in  camps  continues  to  be  bad.  Measles 
has  somewhat  abated  at  Heilbron  and  Brandfort,  but  enteric  fever  has  broken  out  at 
Bethulie.    Pneumonia  is  graSusilly  dyii^  out. 

There  is  considerable  danger  of  a  general  epidemic  of  enteric  fever  teeaking  out» 
but  the  greatest  precautions  are  being  taken  to  prevent  such  a  calamity. 

The  pressure  on  the  medical  staff  will  not  be  so  great  now  that  the  consignflieD^ 
of  nurses  have  arrived  from  England. 

^6.)  No  additional  reports  or  returns  have  be^i  called  for  since  my  report  for  tie 
montn  of  October  was  submitted. 

(7.)  Financial. — ^The  nelt  expenditure  during  this  month  was  £71,029  lis.  3d 
making  the  total  expenditure  to  the  30th  November  £409,150  10s.  8d. 

The  average  number  in  camp  during  November  was  45,338,  at  an  average  daily  cost 
per  person  of  12f  d. 

(8.)  The  following  changes  have  been  made  during  the  month  on  the  staff  (^ 
Dutch  Reformed  Ministers: — 

At  Aliwal  North  a  theological  student  is  temporarily  assisting  the  Bev.  J  ^ 
Plessis. 

At  Bethulie  the  Rev.  H.  Gonin  has  been  appointed  temporarily  durii^  the  ilhess 
of  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Luckhoff. 

The  vacanOT  at  Heilbron  has  been  filled  by  the  Rev.  P.  Groenewald.  At  Nt^^ 
Pont  the  Rev.  Weber  mc^  Rev.  v.  d.  Merwe,  resigned. 

The  Rev.  Dommissie,  at  Springfontein,  is  temporarily  assisted  by  Mr.  Oddeo- 
buys,  a  theological  student. 
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One  huiubed  and  four  confirmations  took  place  in  tlie  Bloemfontein  Camp  during 
the  month  of  November. 

(9.)  Fuel  and  Transport. — Fuel.  Sufficient  fuel  is  supplied  to  all  camps,  and 
no  complaints  have  been  made  thereon. 

Transport. — Considerable  difficulties  have  been  experienced  under  this  heading. 
The  Military  Authorities  have  demanded  that  all  transport  be  returned,  except 
animals  whidh  are  the  actual  propertv  of  the  refugees.  The  order  has  not  yet  come  into 
force,  and  trust  it  never  will.  In  the  meantime  I  am  endeavouring  to  procure  trans- 
port animals  from  Basutoland.  There  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  making  use  of 
refugee  transport  if  the  columns  had  not  taken  all  away  from  the  refugees  previous  to 
handing  them  over  in  refugee  camps.  From  the  1st  January  I  have  to  make  my  own 
arrangements  for  forage  and  to  procure  it  from  the  Cape  Colony,  wiich  will  be  a  very 
difficmt  matter  as  no  forage  is  allowed  to  be  sold  there  except  to  the  Military,  and  is 
not  allowed  to  be  sent  out  of  the  District  in  which  it  is.  However,  I  have  every  hope 
of  this  difficulty  being  surmounted. 

(10.)  Shops. — Matters  have  considerably  improved  under  this  heading,  but  are 
still  far  from  satisfactory,  there  stiU  being  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  sufficient  truck 
accommodation.  However,  satisfactory  arrangements  have  now  been  arrived  at,  and 
will  considerably  improve  during  the  ensuing  month. 

(11.)  Clothing.— The  sum  of  £1,093  6s.  9d.  has  been  spent  on  clothing  during 
November  and  800  blankets  have  been  issued  free  to  persons  in  the  camps. 

(12.)  Supplies. — The  supplies  continue  to  be  of  excellent  quality,  and  no  com- 
plaints have  been  made  thereon.  Extra  rations  of  jam  and  lime  juice  are  now  being 
issued  for  the  prevention  of  scurvy,  and  which  I  am  sure  will  be  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  refugees.  The  extra  ration  is — 1  lb.  of  jam  per  head  per  fortnight,  4  ozs.  lime 
jiiice  per  head  per  week. 

Frozen  meat  will  also  shortly  be  issued  and  the  ration  of  ^  lb.  of  meat  per  head  to 
working  men  has  been  increased  to  1  lb. 

(13.)  Generid. — The  erection  of  sun-dried  brick  houses  is  fast  progressing,  and 
very  shortly  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  will  be  under  roofs.  The  supply  of 
tents  has  mminished,  and  is  quite  insufficient  to  cover  our  wants,  but  500  bell-tents 
and  50  marquees  are  on  the  way  from  England. 

Bell-tents,  however  convenient  for  troops,  are  certainly  most  unsuitable  for 
families  of  women  and  children.  The  heat  by  day  is  intense,  but  a  considerable 
lowering  of  temperature  at  night  is  experienced. 

If  Eastern  pattern  tents,  as  used  in  India,  could  have  been  supplied  for  all  camps, 
the  death-rate  could  undoubtedly  have  been  minimised.  These  tents  have  a  double 
fly,  and  an  adequate  cubic  space.  Superintendents  are  putting  a  great  proportion  of 
the  population  into  sun-dried  brick  shelters,,  roofed  with  iron,  which  will  undoubtedly 
be  a  great  improvement.     Tents  wear  out,  and  are  difficult  to  obtain. 

Tne  movement  of  the  Brandfort  and  Bethulie  Camps  to  more  suitable  sites  is 
being  arranged,  and  the  necessary  mDitaiy  permission  has  been  obtained. 

The  new  sites  will,  in  every  respect,  oe  more  advantageous,  and  should  tend  to 
hinder  the  enteric  epidemic  which  exists  in  the  latter  camp. 

The  majority  of  gardens  at  the  various  Eefugee  Camps. are  doing  well,  and  at 
Nervals  Pont  the  gardens  have  already  supplied  several  vegetable  rations.  Un- 
fortunately, the  garden  at  Brandfort  was  partially  destroyed  by  locusts,  despite  aU 
efforts  to  keep  them  off. 

Although  a  severe  epidemic  of  enteric  exists  in  the  Bethulie  Camp,  I  do  not  con- 
sider the  camp  can  be  altogether  blamed  for  this  outbreak,  as  it  is  raging  in  tJie  town 
and  native  location  as  well.  .     j 

Soup  kitchens  are  now  established  in  every  camp,  and  are  undoubtedly  a  means 
of  greatly  increasing  the  vitality  of  the  children,  not  to  speak  of  the  fact  that  the  issue, 
which  is  made  during  intervals  in  the  school  hours,  augments  the  school  attendance. 

I  have,  &c.y 

A.  F.  Trollope, 

Captain, 
Chief  Superintendent, 
Beiugee  Camps, 

Orange  River  Colony. 
Secretary  to  the 

Orange  River  Colony  Administration, 
Bloemlontein. 
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Beturn  of  medical  Officers,  Nurses  and  Dispensers  Employed  in  Rbfugeb  Cakp^ 

Orange  River  Colony,  December  1,  1901. 

Aliwal  North. 
Medical  Officers: — 

Dr.  Hoexter,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  Heath. 

Dr.  Kops. 

Dr.  Bateman. 

N'urses  * 

*  Gill  (Matron),  English. 

Ruffel,  Engbsh. 

Terry,  En^sh. 

Davis,  English. 

Surtees. 

Headland. 

Dispensers: — 

Billinjgham,  resigned,  leaves  1st  January,  1902. 

Bawlmson. 

Bethulie. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Stuart,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  Carte. 

Dr.  Madden  (HI). 

Dr.  Barrett 

Dr.  Eraser  (Coining). 
Nurses: — 

Partridge  (Matron),  English. 

Picard,  English. 

Waman,  English. 

Boos,  Englisn. 

De  la  Rouviere, 

AUen. 

Crowdy. 

Meneses, 

Dispensers: — 

Packman. 

Wicks. 

Harriimith. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Beor. 

Dr.  Ralston  (coining). 
Nurses: — 

Groundwater  (Enteric),  English. 

Maxwell,  English. 

Macintyre,  English. 

McNeilage. 

Dispenser: — 
Way. 

Heilbron. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Tregaskis,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 
Dr.  Spong. 
Dr.  Haydon. 
^  Dr.  Ross. 


Nurses: 


Michaelmore,  Matron. 
Livingstone,  English. 
Bain  (Enteric),  English. 
Grolding,  English. 
Jo^es,  English. 
Dinnie  (111). 
Warman  (HI). 
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Dispensers: — 

Pierson. 

Butler. 

Kimberley. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Woodward,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  Ellis. 

Dr.  Elmes. 
Nurses: — 

Careswell. 

McAdam. 

Poole, 

KeUy. 

Clarke. 

McGregor,  English. 

Beid,  English. 
Dispenser: — 

Swart. 

Kroonstad. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  V.  d.  Waal,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  Moore. 

Dr.  Gibson. 
Nurses: — 

Strachan,  Matron. 

Fitzpatrick. 

Heys. 

Morling. 

Wessels. 

Jones,  J^nglish. 

Dinnie,  English. 

Clarke,  English. 

Batchelor,  Matron. 
Dispensers: — 

Coplan. 

Porter. 

Norvials  Pant 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Caldwell,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  McArthur. 

Dr.  Scarlett  (on  Commission). 
Nurses: — 

McVicar,  English. 

Blew,  English. 

Mount,  English. 

Geyer,  English. 
Dispenser: — 

Speechly. 

Springfontein. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Webb,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  Straghan. 

Dr.  WillK^nd  (Royal  Army  Medical  Corps). 
Nurses: — 

Rintoul,  English. 

McGowan,  English. 

May,  English. 

OUver  (ifl). 
Dispenser: — 

Guard. 

Vredefort  Road. 
Medical  Officers: — 

Dr.  Graham,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  Monckton. 
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Nurses: — 

Le  Fevre. 
Du  Pont. 

Mumford,  English. 
Millar,  Englisn. 

Dispenser: — 

Dowling. 

Winburg, 
Medical  OflBcers: — 

Dr.  Molesworth,  Principal  Medical  Ofl&cer. 

Dr.  Schneuhage. 

Nurses: — 

Butler. 

Hamilton  (coming  1st  January,  1902). 

Watchom,  EnglSh. 

Wishart,  English. 

Barkes  (Matron,  Camp). 

Dispenser:  — 

Blizard. 

Orange  River. 
Medical  Officers: — 

Dr.  Edwards,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 
Dr.  De  Kock. 

Nurses: — 

Kristrausen,  English. 

C!ooper,  English. 

Feavis,  En^ish. 

Rutherford. 

Poteieter  (untrained). 

McDonald  (oflFered)  (Matron,  Camp). 

Dispenser: — 

Waddington. 

Bloemfontein. 

Medical  Officers: — 

Dr.  Pern,  Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  Baumann. 

Dr.  Rossiter. 

Dr.  Peare  (leaves  December  28,  1901). 

Dr.  —        (coming). 

Nurses: — 

Heighway  (Matron). 

Patterson. 

Bryant. 

Jonnson. 

Blake. 

Lindsay  (Enteric),  English. 

'Diompson  (Enteric),  English. 

Brown,  Endish. 

Tompkins,  English. 

Broers  (coming),  (Matron,  Camp). 

Kirkman  (oflFered),  (Matron,  Camp). 
Dispensers :  — 

Eoux. 

Hulseberg. 

Brandfort. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Martinius,  Principal  Medical  Officer 
Dr.  Warner. 
Dr.  Cameron. 
Dr.  Trumper. 
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Nurses: — 

McBride  (Matron), 

Moore  (Dl). 

Donovan. 

Brink. 

Wessels. 

McVean,  English. 

Custance,  English. 

Blanc,  English. 
Dispenser: — 

Gravenstuk. 


No.  10. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  5.50  pjn.,  January  20,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

[Answered  by  No.  12.] 

20th  January.  No.  3.  Referring  to  your  telegram,  No.  47,  of  14th  January,* 
I  agree  in  your  proposals. 

Names  of  Inchan  officers  mentioned  are  Colonel  J.  S.  Wilkins,  Principal  Medical 
OfiBcer,  Aden,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  S.  J.  Thomson,  Sanitary  Commissioner,  North- 
western Provinces. 

To  what  port  should  they  proceed  ? 


No.  11. 

High  Commis8K)Ner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  4.25  a.m.,  January  21,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

20th  January.  No.  70.  Site  of  Merebank  was  condemned  as  damp  by  Ladies' 
Commission,  but  a  medical  board  appointed  to  en<mire  into  matter  does  not  »bear  this 
out,  except  as  to  a  small  part,  wmch  has  been  dearedl  of  inmates.  Copy  of  their 
Report  was  sent  to  you  3rd  January.t 


No.  12. 

Administrator  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  10  p.m.,  January  22,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

22nd  January.  No.  78.  Your  telegram,  No.  3,  20th  January  .J  Both  Indian 
officers  should  proceed  to  Durban,  and  come  to  Johannesburg  in  the  first  place  to  report 
themselves  to  me. 

No.  13. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  (Malta)  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  22,  1902.) 
Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  January  18,  1902. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  despatch  of  the  10th  of 
December,  1901,§  I  have  the  honour  to  forward,  herewith,  statistics  of  the  epidemic  of 
Measles  in  1892,  which  have  been  compiled  in  obedience  to  your  directions. 

2.  A  similar  return  for  the  year  1895  is  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  be 
forwarded  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


•  No.  7.        t  See  No.  15.        %  ^o.  10.        §  Not  printed.    See  Enclosure  2  in  No.  3  in  [Cd.  902]. 
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8 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

4  ; 

Ovmi 

144 

138 

1.038 

933 

2.741 

2.702 

69 
18 

46 
7 

138 
36 

122 
28 

46 

36 

86 

4 

2 

5 

8 

10 

2 

"~" 

3 

12 
8 

5 
2 

26 

7 

31 
8 

1    1 

Luca       

25 

27 

294 

293 

821 

804 

11 

4 

21 

i 
33 

14 

43 

48 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

2 

— 

3 

1 

1  - 

Tarxien  and  Paola  .. 

62 

40 

897 

369 

1329 

U36 

19 

21 

41 

18 

11 

6 

S 

3 

8 

4 

1 

2 

3 

8 

6 

9 

1     1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Ztirrico 

65 

47 

445 

422 

136 

1.255 

30 

7 

17 

59 
23 

53 
21 

32 

2 

30 

62 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

8 

2 

4     I 

Safl         

6 

6 

34 

34 

127 

105 

1 

2 

4 
2 
10 

4 

2 
6 
2 
7 

1 

3 

3 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 



Orendi 

18 

19 

163 

167 

463 

448 

6 

1 

9 

7 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 



MJcabiba 

14 

16 

147 

142 

383 

413 

5 

1 

11 

3 
6 

2 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

,,    - 

Chircop 

9 

9 

68 

59 

230 

223 

2 

3 

7 

5 

3 

— 

3 

3 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

^ 

I   - 

Zeitun 

122 

105 

9:i7 

876 

2.')88 

2.536 

33 

23 

72 
7 

41 
3 

34 

29 

20 

2 

3 

5 

4 

1 

2 

8 

4 

7 

4 

S    i 

Zahhar  

90 

87 

634 

564 

1379 

1367 

34 

41 

3 

78 
18 

76 
9 

33 

37 

32 

4 

11 

2 

12 

7 

19 
3 

2 

1 

9 
2 

4 

2 

16 

16 

3     4 

Axiak 

S5 

30 

188 

209 

529 

495 

10 

11 

3 

34 
21 

36 
22 

7 

13 

28 

3 

3 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

-     1 

Ou.lia 

19 

17 

138 

144 

437 

447 

9 

1 

16 

8 
3 

5 

7 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 
J 

. 

— 

""■ 

■~~ 

3 

~~ 

"•    ■" 

2,284 

2.217 

17.459 

16.876 

Mjm 

57,160 

847 

635 

1,636 

1.411 

1.069 

1,027 

833 

101 

103 

176 

203 

71 

82 

106 

72 

19Q  !  158  .  «  1  fl 

• 

es 

48 

272 

242 

2 

2 

9 

9 

98 

28 

24 

4 

*i      JO  j 

N.B.— Numbers  in  italics  show  deaths  from  Measles, 
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September. 

October, 

November. 

December. 

Under 
1  year. 

Under 
10  years. 

Over 

10  yeara. 

Under 
lyear. 

Ud 
10  y< 

ior 
jar». 

F. 

Over 

10  years. 

Under 
lyear. 

M.       F. 

1 

Under 
10  ^-ears. 

Over 
10  years. 

Under 
1  year. 

M.  ^    F. 

Under 
10  years. 

M.  1    F. 

I 

Over 
10  years. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

M, 

F. 

M. 

F. 

H. 

F. 

K 

7 

13 

13 

17 

8 

9 

9 

1 
16        If) 

14 

10 

4 

7 

10 

13 

12 

8 

9 

8 

16 

12 

12 

18 

i 

i 

S 

i  , 

4 

3 

8 

6 

3 

7 

3 

7'      1 

2 

« 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

- 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

/ 

2 

- 

8 

- 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2i       3 

-           S 

1 

- 

~ 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

I 

3 

3 

6 

7 

6 

5 

9 

4 

1 

12 ;     6 

2          3 

2 

0 

4 

13 

6 

— 

4 

1 

6 

2 

3 

1 

2' 

2 

2 

4 

3 

11 

9 

3 

1 

4 

6 

10 

12 

4I       6 

2 

1 

6 

6 

5 

6 

4 

2 

10 

5 

2 

/ 

2 

J 

2 

2\       i 

i 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

8 

5 

15 

11 

6 

r> 

8 

8 

is!      13 

5|        7 

6 

4 

18 

10 

3 

8 

10 

7 

20 

30 

1 

8 

7 

i 

1 

s 

^1       ' 

1 

6 

J 

6 

4 

20 

17 

> 

1 

8 

4 

6 

9 

5 

2 

3 

3 

4I       8 

1       / 

3      - 

i 

1 

1 

5 

1 

4 
i 

3 

1 

4 
i 

11 
2 

13 
7 

5 

3 

1 

1 

6 
3 

7 
6 

— 

4 

S 
2 

S 

2 

10  '       0 

3  '       S 

1 

8         8 

I 

3 

3 

2 

14 

7 

8 
6 

1 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1       5 

1 

6 

1 

3 

3 

5 

2 

6 

3 

1 

1                      , 

4,       « 

4 

i 

1 

4 

4 

3 

1 

5 

2 

V 

6 

1 

10 

6 

6 

3 

4 

] 

3 

8 

1 

2 

6 

3 

8'       8 

''        ' 

i 

23 

21 

20 
S 

5 

7 

4 

2 

i 

19 
24 

15 
23 

1  ' 

5 

1 

2 

4 

7 

/ 

1 

4 

1 

2 
1 

11 

7 

14 

a 

~            1 

4 
2 

2 

U 

9 
3 

2 

— 

3 

3 

6 
2 

5 

i       1 
1 

3 

4 

2 

9 

4 

2 

4 

3 

6 

9 

11 

5 ;     1 

5 

0 

16 

20 

5 

5 

1 

3 

4 

8 

6 

0 

3 

« 

2 

6 

2 

2 

2 

10 

7 

2 

2 

2 

J 

i 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

I 

1 

' 

3 

1 

~ 

2 

2 

3 

n 

2 

2 

I 

6 
2 

6 
2 

6 

7 

""" 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

I 

3 

5 
2 

— 

10 
2 

4 

i 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

I 

2 

4 

4 

5 

6 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

- 

2 

- 

7 

1 

- 

5 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

6 

-- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

__ 

- 

1 

- 

2 

— 

1 

— 

-- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

.  _ 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

.- 

1 

— 

1 

2 

0 

8 

22 

2« 

3 

5 

10 

11 

29 

31 

1 

3 

10 

5 

21 

15 

5 

8 

~ 

1 

6 

4 

8 

2 

/ 

3 

8 

« 

4 

2 

10 

// 

2 

6 

« 

6 

1 

~~ 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

I 

5 

4 

6 

0 

— 

- 

- 

2 

13 

19 

— 

— 

1 
2 
I 

1 

13 

18 

1 

- 

o 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

4 

1 

- 

2 

3 

4 

1 
15 

5 

1 

- 

1 

- 

] 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

7 

— 

20 

11 

1 

2 

4 

3 

19 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

6 

10 

_ 

3 

9 

8 

3 

10 

20 

2 

2 

4 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

I 

1 

— 

1 

- 

2 

I 

— 

1 

- 

... 

— 

— 

—    j    — 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

6 

2 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

__ 







__ 



2 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

5 

J 

_ 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

-    '    — 

— 

- 

~ 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

-      3 

_ 

2 

:< 

1 

5 

4 

- 

6 

3 

3' 

:;     n 

3I       2 

3 

2 

10 

6 

2 

5 

3 

2 

13 

7 

4 

2 

1 

J 

3 

3 

1 

4 

4 

11 

3 

13 

2 

3 

6 

0 

5 

14  !       9 

5 

S 

3 

6 

7 
2 

6 

1 

4 

2 

4 
1 

6 

9 
4 

J       2 

— 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

8  I      10 

-    1        1 

2 

2 

10 

9 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

^ 

2|       1 

2 

.%     7  1        5 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

. 

2 

- 

3 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

~             ' 

-  !  2 

- 

— 

3 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2      - 



1 

1 

! 

1 

i 

rtj 

58 

143 

145 

66 

77 

89 

76 

201  '    188 

70        74 

68 

63 

207 

190 

78 

100 

64 

60 

264 

164 

114 

103 

5 

e 

5^ 

£;} 

JO 

12 

62        43 

i    ^ 

11 

4 

M 

46 

1 

12 

8 

d/ 

65 
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I'^th  January,  1902. 


R.  P. 

Chief  Ooyernment  Medical  Officer  and 
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No.  14. 
High  (Dommissionbr  LORD  MILNEB  to  Mb.  CHAMBEBLAIN. 
(Beoeived  11.10  p.m.,  January  24,  1902.) 

Telkgrau. 

[Answered  by  No.  24.] 

January  24.    No.  86.    Grovemor,  Natal,  desires  two  good  matrons  from  Ei^land 
for  Concentration  Camps. 


No.  16. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  January  25,  1902.) 

Sir,  High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg,  January  3, 1902. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  December  20th,*  I  have  the  honour 
to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  coj^  of  documents  on  the  subject  of  Boer  Ccm- 
centration  Camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

MH^NER, 

High  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  15. 
MnjTART  Gk)VERNOR,  Pretoria,  to  High  Commissioner. 

(Minute.) 

December  23,  1901. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Hig'h  Conunissioner,  Johannesburg,  report  for  November,  1901, 

on  tne  Transvaal  Burgher  Refugee  Camps. 

The  death  rate  during  the  month  has  been  high.  This  is  attributable  to  the  resultf 
of  measles  and  to  the  influx  of  new  arrivals  from  the  veld  in  a  condition  of  squalor 
and  emaciation.  The  epidemic  of  measles  has  almost  run  its  course  in  each  camp  in 
torn  with  the  same  fatal  results  to  the  children.  It  has  now,  I  am  thankful  to  say, 
died  out,  and  except  thai  it  has  left.many  childiren  in  a  condition  unfitted  to  withstand 
the  ordinary  chances  of  Uf e,  I  look  forward  to  a  steady  and  regular  fall  in  the  mortality 
returns. 

At  the  date  of  writing  this,  December  20th,  this  expectation  is  fully  borne  out 

•  No.  3. 
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December  and  Janiiary  in  the  Transvaal  are  the  months  when^  in  normal  drcumstanceSi 
the  death  rate  is  highest. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  real  improve- 
ment. We  have  now  greater  railway  facilities,  and  though  it  takes  a  little 
time  to  arrangfe  for  a  smoom  and  regular  system  of  supplv,  I  am  confident  that  we  will 
have  no  more  anxiety  on  this  score.  Each  camp  has  oeen  supplied  with  adequate 
material  to  effect  real  and  substantial  reforms. 

Local  transport  has  been  a  difficulty.  I  have  arranged  for  the  purchase  of  mules 
for  transport  work  for  the  department,  and  we  will,  I  hope,  be  independent  of  loans 
of  Army  transport,  who,  from  the  ravages  of  rinderpest,  &c.,  have  b^n  much  pushed 
for  transport  themselves.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  the  supply  of  frozen 
Australian  meat  at  camps  where  tiie  Army  supply  of  fresh  meat  fails. 

The  issue  of  medical  comforts  remains,  as  heretofore,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
medical  officers.  Mealie  meal  and  Boer  meal  will  be  available  whenever  procurable 
to  vary  with  the  flour  ration. 

Soup  kitchens  will  form  part  of  the  Camp  Matron's  department,  and  will  be 
established  in  every  camp. 

Since  my  last  report.  Captain  Bentinck,  Rifle  Brigade,  has  been  appointed 
Travellmg  Inspector,  South-Eastem  line,  land  his  duties  will  lie  with  the  following 
camps: — 

Volksrust. 

Standerton. 

Heidelberg. 

Vereeneging. 

Johannesburg. 

Irene. 

Major  B.  G.  Jackson,  I^yal  Artillery,  has  been  appointed  Inspector  of  xhe  North- 
Eastemline,  comprising  the  following  camps: — 

Barberton. 

Belfast. 

Middelburg. 

Balmoral. 

Nylstroom. 

Pietersburg. 

Another  officer  will  shortly  be  appointed,  and  entrusted  with  the  inspection  of :  — 
Mafeking. 
Vryburg. 
Klerksdoip. 
Potchefstroom. 
Krugersdorp. 

In  addition,  the  following  Inspectors  have  been  appointed: — 
Mr.  W.  F.  Curry,  for  Sanitation. 
Mr.  T.  Andrews,  for  Water  Supply. 

The  Ladies'  Commission  have  come  and  gone.  Their  searching  inspection  of  all 
camps  has  resulted  in  much  good. 

I  attach  a  list  of  the  fresh  arrivals  in  camps  during  the  month.  The  (leneral  Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief,  South  Africa,  has  issued  orders  that  no  more  refugees  are  to 
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be  brought  in.  These  orders  hkve  now  reached  all  the  various  columns  operating, 
and  we  will  henceforth  be  able  to  count  on.  a  stable  population  for  each  camp.  The 
risks  of  infection  and  epidemics  will  be  much  reduced. 

I  trust,  as  arrangements  in  Natal  and  elsewhere  are  pushed  forward,  that  we 
win  be  able  to  materially  reduce  the  numbers  of  the  more  congested  camps.  I  have 
ordered  1,000  away  from  Krugersdorp  the  mpment  Natal  can  receive  them. 

It  is  hopeless  to  attempt  the  formation  of  other  camps  in  the  Transvaal,  except 
one  that  I  am  about  to  form  at  Eerste  Fabrieken,  a  few  miles  from  Pretoria,  for  the 
reception  of  the  families  of  those  burghers,  now  in  other  camps,  who  are  actively 
assisting  us  as  scouts,  &c. 

I  attach  a  list  of  the  casualties  amongst  the  staflE  during  the  month.  The  first 
batch  of  doctors  and  matrons  has  arrived  from  England  at  Uape  Town,  and  will  be 
sent  at  once  to  their  various  destinations.  I  have  asked  Your  Excellency  to  telegraph 
for  more  doctors,  as  I  fear  we  must  expect  casualties,  and  should  prepare  to  meet  all 
exigencies. 

I  think  it  is  now  a  matter  of  necessity  to  prepare  for  next  winter.  I  see  no  very 
immediate  prospect  of  these  camps  being  broken  up.  I  therefore  put  forward  as  a 
suggestion  that  a  type  of  corrugated  iron  and  wood  nut,  easily  taken  to  pieces  and  re- 
oonstructed,  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of  a  family,  sihould  be  decided  on,  and 
built,  by  contract,  in  England,  sent  out  here  for  present  use  in  the  Bui^her  Camps, 
and  ultimately  to  be  used  for  repatriating  the  farmers  on  the  land  where  their  farm- 
steads have  been  destroyed  by  the  results  of  war. 

Tents,  though  better  than  nothing,  are  hardljr  sufficient  protection  in  the  camps 
situated  on  the  high  veld,  where  the  cold  in  winter  is  bitter  in  such  places  as  Balmoral, 
Belfast,  and  Middelburg.  Moreover,  tents  are  perishable,  whereas  any  structure  in 
iron  and  wood  would  be  available  and  valuable  after  the  war. 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 

Major-General,  ^ 

Military  Governor  of  Pretoria. 


'A." — Arrivals  in  Camp  during  Month  of  November,  1901. 


Camp. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


Total. 


Barberton 

... 

4 

8 

5 

17 

Balmoral 



37 

54 

70 

161 

Belfast   ... 

20 

57 

46 

123 

Heidelberg 



43 

34 

56 

133 

Irene 



46 

56 

71 

173 

Johannesburg 



18 

72 

83 

173 

Klerksdorp 



39 

116 

176 

331 

Kruger8do:-p 

Carried  forward 

63 

75 

58 

196 
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Camp. 


Brought  forward 


Middelbarg       

Maf  eking  

Nylstroom        

Ketersburg       

Potchefstroom 

Standerton        

Vereeneging     

Volksrust  

Vryburg  ...    * 

Van  der  Hoven'e  Drift 
Total 


Men. 

15 
15 

5 

10 
30 
49 

5 

26 
21 
28 


474 


Women. 

29 
7 
3 

75 

38 
109 

16 
131 

40 

42 


962 


Children. 

23 

5 

5 

103 

37 
141 

18 
142 

44 
120 


1^3 


ToteL 

67 

27 

13 

18S 

105 

299 

39 

29? 

105- 

190 

2,639 


<>  B."— Details  of  Familiee  sent  to  Natal. 


Date  of  Dtpartnre. 

From 

To 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Children 
under  3. 

Nativea. 

Total 
Whites. 

5th  December,  1901  ... 

VolkeruBt...  t  Merebank  ... 

1 

3 

39 

57 

9 

5 

108u 

This  makes  a  total  sent  to  Natal  :^ 


In  charge  of 

Rbiss  and  Swart. 

General  Superintendent. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Children  under  8. 

Total  Whitea. 

NatiTee. 

Tents. 

530 

2,583 

2,827 

493 

6,433 

21 

260 

"  C.** — Casualties  among  Members  of  Burgher  Camps'  Staff  daring  Month  of  November,  1901, 


Camp. 

Name. 

Canse. 

Irene       ...          

Dr.  Woodroffe  ... 

...        ... 

Enteric  Fever. 

Elerksdorp        

Superintendent  H. 

W.  Howard 

Enteric  Fever. 

Middelbnrg       

Sister  Turner    ... 



Enteric  Fever. 

Mafeking          

Sister  Merry      ... 

•a.                     ... 

Enteric  Fever. 

Maf  eking          

Sister  Gandie    ... 

...                     ... 

Measles. 

Standerton        

Sister  Barratt    ... 



Over-work. 

Yolksmst*         

Dr.  McCuUoch  ... 



Not  stated. 

10858 
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Sm,  Burgher  Camps  Department,  Pretoria,  December  19,  1901. 

In  <x>nsequeni5e  of  the  continued  high  rate  of  mortality  during  the  month  of 
November,  instructions  were  issued  to  Medical  Officers  at  the  various  camps  in  this 
Colony  to  report  fully  on  the  causes  of  such  mortality,  as  they  severally  recognised 
them,  and  asking  them  at  the  same  time  to  suggest  what  measures  they  proposed 
should  be  adopted  to  remedy  this  unfortunate  state  of  aflEairs. 

These  statements  are  attached  to  the  report  herewith,  and  are  valuable  as  evidence 
of  the  responsibility  of  fhe  people  themselves  for  a  great  many  of  the  deaths  that  occur. 

It  is  impossible  to  determine  in  how  far  the  concentration  of  people,  habituated  as 
the  Boers  are,  is  responsible  for  the  high  mortality  in  the  camps.  In  all  probabflity 
pestilence  and  famine  would  have  more  than  decimated  the  people  if  they  had  been 
left  on  their  devastated  farms;  on  the  other  hand,  the  coinditions  under  which  the 
Concentration  Camps  were  formed,  the  great  difficulties  under  which  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  labour  in  order  to  effect  improvements,  and  the  length  of  time  involved  in  the 
process,  are,  no  doubt,  responsible  for  much. 

The  method  of  warfare  adopted  by  the  Boers  inevitably  brought  ruin  and  death 
upon  their  own  women  and  children. 

The  formation  of  Concentration  Camps  should  be  regarded  as  an  evil — of  far  less 
magnitude,  however,  than  those  from  which  the  inmates  were  saved  by  this  means,  and 
itself — the  creation  of  military  necessity. 

In  dealing  with  this  question,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  populations  of 
the  camps  are  composed  chiefly  of  the  families  of  the  most  indigent  and  ignorant  class 
of  Boers.  The  wealthy  members  of  the  Boer  population  have  for  the  great  part  retired 
to  Euitope,  whilst  the  well-to-do  are  resident  in  the  garrisoned  tovnis  of  the  Transvaal 
and  are  able  to  maintain  themselves.  The  towns  also  retain  the  families  that  were 
settled  in  them  before  the  war — the  poor  and  indigent  ones  being  in  receipt  of  relief 
from  the  Imperial  Government  through  the  Burgher  Camps  Department  and  its 
branches,  such  as  the  Government  Relief  Committee,  Pretoria,  and  the  Imperial  Rehef 
Committee  of  Johannesburg. 

The  Camps  thus  contain  families  many  of  which  are  highly  respectable  and  of 
the  best  type  of  Boer,  but  by  far  the  greater  niunber  of  me  bywoner  class,  and 
those  that  have  sunk  lowest  in  the  social  scale  of  the  people.  It  is  the  latter  descrip- 
tion that  has  given  the  most  trouble  in  the  camps,  that  defies  all  laws  of  hygiene,  that 
is  steeped  in  prejudice  and  ignorance,  that  rejoices  in  filth  and  delights  in  disobeying 
aU  sanitary  regulations,  and  practises  all  manner  of  abominations  with  a  cunning  that 
defies  detection. 

The  returns  for  the  current  month  show  very  marked  improvement  in  the  death 
rate,  and  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  this  condition  will  continue  in  the  future. 
The  following  reasons  may  be  adduced  for  this  conclusion : — 

1.  The  weak  and  emaciated  have  largely  died  out! 

2.  Very  few  new  arrivals  from  the  veldt  are  expected  to  oome  in. 

3.  The  inmates  of  camps  are  becoming  more  and  more  amenable  to  orderliness, 
and  are  learning  the  hygienic  rules  so  essential  to  the  welfare  of  copamunities. 

4.  Greater  facilities  now  exist  for  procuring  aU  necessary*  conveniences  ami 
appliances,  and  are  being  utilized  in*  provimng  equipment  as  fast  as  possible. 
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5.  Greater  hospital  accommodation  is  available  and  is  being  added  to  ccsntinually 
as  required.  The  Nursing  Staff  is  largely  increased  and  better  organised  than  v/m 
possible  in  the  past. 

6.  Seasonable  rains  have  fallen  and  made  the  climate  healthy,  given  the 
opportunity  for  growing  vegetables  and  fruit,  and  improved  the  water  supply. 

7.  Increased  railway  facilities  have  made  it  possible  to  anrange  for  frozen  meat 
to  be  supplied  instead  of  tinned  meat.  This  is  now  being  done  in  several  camps  and 
will  soon  be  done  in  all. 

8.  Fruit  in  season  and  green  vegetables  are  freely  issued  whenever  they  can  be 
got — ^which  is  almost  regularly  just  now,  and  wiU  continue  so  for  the  next  three  monthi) 
probably. 

9.  A  large  number  of  undesirable  families  have  been  sent  to  Natal,  where  they 
can  be  more  easily  cared  for  and  where  they  can  do  no  mischief  to  their  more  orderly 
neighbours. 

10.  Mr.  W.  F.  Curry,  Associate  of  the  Sanitary  Institute,  has  been  appointed 
Sanitary  Inspector.  He  has  commenced  work  and  has  visited  Standerton  Camp, 
where  he  has  effected  improvements  in  the  system  in  use  there.  His  reconjmenda- 
tions  are  aj^roved  and  he  will  see  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  same  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible.    He  will  visit  all  eamps  in  turn. 

11.  The  water  supply  of  camps  is  receiving  great  attention.  Mr.  T.  Andrews, 
a  mechanical  and  mining  engineer  of  great  experience,  is  engaged  in  erecting 
machinery  for  supplying  water  to  camps,  so  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  inmates 
drawing  water  from  wefls  or  streams.  All  water  for  drinking  purposes  will  be  boiled. 
In  many  camps  this  is  done,  in  others  it  will  soon  be  done  wnere  the  qualify  of  the 
water  is  doubtful.  Samples  of  water  from  every  camp  have  been  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Transvaal  for  analysis,  and  his  report  will  be  a  j?uide  as  to 
where  boiling  is  necessary  and  where  not. 

An  examination  of  the  Census  returns  will  show  that  in  spite  of  some  10,000 
persons  having  been  sent  to  Natal,  the  population  of  the  camps  remains  well  over 
56,800  (exclusive  of  town  relief). 

The  decision  to  reduce  the  numbers  in  the  larger  camps  has  been  delayed  in 
execution  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  spots  for  camps. 

One  result  of  the  protracted  nature  of  the  war  is  that  all  streams  are  now  polluted 
and  highly  dangerous  from  the  quality  of  the  water  for  drinking  purposes.  Some 
localities  otherwise  suitable  are  not  available  owing  to  military  reasons — and  as  it  is 
essential  that  all  camps  should  be  near  the  railway,  the  choice  of  sites  is  much  restricted. 
The  work  of  reducing  the  present  camp  by  the  creation  of  new  ones  can  only  be  done 
gradually,  and  wiU  unavoidably  take  some  time  to  accomplish. 

The  special  equipment  ordered  at  the  end  of  October  for  each  camp  has  been 
delivered,  and  the  work  of  erecting  the  buildings  and  constructing  the  various  con- 
veniences which  were  urgently  needed  is  being  proceeded  with. 

The  Yeomanry  Hospital  having  advertised  all  its  equipment  for  sale,  advantage 
has  been  taken  of  the  opportunity  to  secure  a  quantity  of  much-needed  hospital  furni- 
ture, and  with  your  sanction  it  has  been  arranged  to  take  over  the  whole  outfit.  It  is 
proposed  to  distribute  this  to  the  following  camps,  viz. : — Irene,  Middelburg,  Stander- 
ton, Potchefstroom. 
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Mr.  Scholtz,  Inspector,  has  been  to  Mafeking  and  Vryburg,  and  has  assisted  the 
Superintendents  there  in  organising  their  camps  and  giving  effect  to  the  recommenda* 
tions  of  the  Concentration  Camps  Commission.  He  will  retire  from  the  service  of 
Burgher  Camps  as  from  the  1st  February,  1902. 

Captain  Bentinck,  recently  appointed  Inspector,  has  visited  Johannesbure,  Irene, 
Standerton  and  Volksrust.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  visits  of  Inspectors  will  tend  to 
strengthen  Superintendents,  who  are  apt  to  view  their  environment  with  an  air  of 
resignation  to  the  inevitable,  and  are  liable  to  forget  that  their  limitations  do  not  in- 
clude all  the  resources  of  the  Empire,  that  they  should  ask  largiely  if  they  largely 
need. 

The  greatest  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  the  services  of  good 
doctors  and  good  nurses.  An  almost  continuous  procession  has  been  maintained  of 
nnrses  and  doctors  going  to  one  or  other  of  the  camps  and  from  the  coast,  and  another 
of  nurses  and  doctors  going  from  one  or  other  of  the  camps  to  the  coast.  This  dr- 
circumstance  has  ^eatly  added  to  tlie  difficulty  of  maintaining  an  adequate  staff  at  the 
camps,  and  has  given  nse  to  much  irritation,  expense,  and  loss  of  efficiency  with  con- 
sequent damaged  the  welfare  of  camps  concerned. 

The  nurses  and  doctors  being  sent  from  England  will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  satisfactory, 
and  so  remove  the  cause  of  the  complaint  just  alluded  to. 

I  regret  that  the  Superintendent  at  KJerksdorp  is  ill  with  enteric  fever,  and  the 
Superintendent  at  Middelburg  is  also  down  with  the  same  malady. 

Mr.  Howard,  of  Klerksdorp,  has  done  excellent  work,  having  had  charge  of  the 
camp  since  February  last.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  supply  their  places  during 
the  time  they  are  laid  up.  Owing  to  illness  of  the  Superintendent  there  is  no  report 
from  the  camp  at  Klerksdorp,  but  the  medical  officer^s  Report  is  herewith. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  note  that  the  prompt  measures  taken  to  deal  with  the  out- 
break of  enteric  at  Klerksdorp  have  proved  very  successful,  and  great  credit  for  this 
result  is  due  to  Dr.  Russell  and  Mr.  Howard  for  the  energetic  and  intelligent  maimer 
in  which  they  took  the  matter  in  hand. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  report  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Morrow,  senior  medical 
officer  at  Mafekmg.  The  value  of  tne  services  of  this  gentleman  can  hardly  be  over 
estimated.  His  skill  in  organising  the  medical  treatment  of  the  sick  has  resulted  in 
reducing  the  amount  of  disease  ana  the  consequent  death  rate  by  more  than  half.  The 
nxunber  of  enteric  cases  is  now  xmder  50.  Dr.  Campbell,  of  Somerset  East,  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Morrow,  and  foin*  of  the  medical  gentlemen  recently  arrived 
from  England  are  on  their  way  to  that  camp. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  K.  TUCKEB, 

General  Superintendent. 

The  Military  Governor, 
Pretoria. 
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Synopsis  of  Dbaths  in  Burghbr  Camps  undbr  Hbads  of  Causbs  for  Month  bnding 

NOVEliBBR  30,  1901. 
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9 

U 

2 

27 

2 

— 



13 



— 

23 

90 

Belfest            

— 

7 

1 

10 

6 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

31 

Heidelberg 

1 

18 

— 

13 

2 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

16 

57 

Irene 

a 

9 

1 

15 

3 

1 

1 

11 

— 

— 

8 

90 
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1 
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— 
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38 
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71 

30 

73 

10 
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1,521 

General  Superintendent. 
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(Amendment  to  Circular  87.) 


Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria, 

December  16, 1901. 

Nursing  Staff. 
The  Superintendent, 

1.  Hospital  Matron. — ^There  shall  be  a  hospital  matron  in  each  camp,  who  shall 
be  a  trained  and  certificated  nurse  of  large  experience,  and  have  the  qumification  of 
being  a  good  manager* 

2.  She  shall  be  entitled  to  a  salary  of  £12  per  month,  and  an*  allowance  for  uni- 
form of  17s.  per  month,  free  rations  and  quarters. 

3.  Her  duties  shall  be  to  have  charge  of  the  hospital,  the  control  of  the  hospital 
nurses,  probationers,  and  servants,  and  generally  to  manage  the  hospital  imder  the 
direction  of  the  medical  officer,  subject  to  the  control  of  me  Superintendent  of  the 
camp. 

4.  Her  staff  shall  consist  of  as  many  fully  trained  and  partly  trained  nurses,  pro- 
bationers, and  servants  as  may  be  required. 

5.  Fully  trained  nurses  shall  receive  a  salary  of  £10  per  month,  uniform  allow* 
ance  of  17s.  p«r  month,  rations  and  quarters. 

6.  Uncertificated  nurses  shall  receive  £7  10s.  per  month,  uniform  allowance  of 
17s.  per  month,  free  quarters  and  rations. 

7.  Rrobationers  shall  receive  £4  per  month,  free  quarters,  and  rations  vnth  uni- 
form supplied  (to  be  made  by  themselves). 

8.  Probationers  taken  from  among  the  refugees  shall  be  paid  from  Is.  6d.  to 
2s.  6d.  per  day,  with  uniform  supplied  (to  be  made  by  themselves).  The  uniform  to 
remain  the  property  of  the  hospital.  Rations  same  as  other  nurses  in  lieu  of  ordinary 
refugee  rations. 

9.  Camp  Matron. — (Circular,  No.  66,  is  amended^) 

There  shall  be  a  camp  matron  in  each  camp,  who  shall  be  a  trained  and  certificated 
nurse  of  large  experience. 

The  duties  of  the  camp  matron  shall  be  to  teach  mothers  the  care  of  children,  to 
inculcate  by  all  means  in  her  power  habits  of  personal  cleanliness  and  order,  the  airing 
of  tents,  the  preparation  of  infants'  food,  sucn  as  babies'  bottles,  and  all  matters  per- 
taining to  hygiene. 

She  is  directly  responsible  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  doctor's  orders  in  all  cases 
of  sickness  among  infants  or  others  treated  by  nim  in  the  tents. 

She  shall  have  control  of  the  camp  nurses  and  camp  probationers  imder  her,  and 
shall  see  that  the  latter  are  carefully  trained  to  assist  her  m  her  duties,  such  as  wash- 
ing, poulticing,  taking  temperatures,  seeing  that  medicines  are  properly  adnunistered, 
and  medical  comforts  properly  cooked  or  prepared. 

The  camp  matron  shall  work  under  the  direction  of  the  medical  officer,  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  camp. 

10.  The  scale  of  pay  and  allowances  for  the  camp  matron  and  staff  shall  be  the 
same  as  for  the  matron  s  department. 

11.  In  camps  of  over  1,000  inhabitants,  and  up  to  2,000  inhabitants,  she  shall  have 
under  her  a  trained  nurse. 

12.  In  camps  of  over  2,000  inhabitants  she  shall  have  an  assistant  icamp  matron, 
and  one  trained  nurse  for  every  1,500  inhabitants  over  and  above  2,000. 

13.  As  far  as  possible  the  camp  matron  shall  divide  the  camp  into  districts  con- 
taining about  1,000  inhabitants  for  herself  and  the  assistant  camp  matron,  and  about 
1,500  for  each  of  the  nurses. 

14.  The  camp  matron  shall  herself  select  suitable  yoimg  women,  preferably  over 
20  years  old,  from  among  the  refugees  to  act  as  probationers. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


56 

15.  These  probationers  shall  each  have  charge  of  not  more  than  60  or  70  tents, 
and  must  report  daily  to  the  matron  or  the  nurse  imder  whose  direction  she  is  placed, 
on  the  order  and  welfare  of  the  occupants. 

16.  There  should  not  be  less  than  two  probationers  in  course  of  training  in  each 
district;  whilst  there  is  an  epidemic  of  measles,  enteric,  or  other  disease  m  camp, 
there  should  not  be  less  than  four  in  each  district. 

17.  The  probationers  should  visit  each  tent  in  their  "  sections  **  every  morning, 
with  a  note  book.  They  shall  make  a  list  of  all  cases  of  sickness,  noting  the  names  of 
the  patients,  and  the  number  of  the  tents  where  they  occur. 

These  hsts  should  be  handed  to  the  matron  or  the  nurse  of  the  particular  "  district  ** 
by  8.30  a.m.  each  day,  who  will  pass  it  on  to  the  doctor. 

18.  The  camp  matron,  or  the  assistant  camp  matron,  or  the  nurse  of  the  "  district " 
shall  accompany  the  doctor  on  his  rounds,  each  probationer  in  her  own  section,  direct- 
ing them  from  tent  to  tent  according  to  the  list  supplied  to  the  doctor,  but  not  entering 
the  tent  with  the  doctor  and  matron. 

19.  The  probationer,  as  the  doctor  leaves  her  "  section,"  must  take  his  prescriptions 
to  the  dispenser,  who  can  at  once  begin  to  make  them  up.  She  shall  also  make  a  list 
of  all  medical  comforts  ordered  by  the  medical  officer  in  tne  tents  in  her  section. 

20.*  After  going  round  with  the  doctor,  the  matron  or  nurse  of  the  district  shoula 
make  out  a  list  of  the  more  important  cases  which  she  will  herself  visit  again  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  apportioning  the  others  to  the  probationers  to  see,  and  to  report 
on  to  her  Before  6  p.m.  Where  patients  are  ordered  to  hospital  the  matron  shall  report 
to  the  Superintendent,  who  shall  arrange  for  the  removal  of  same  to  hospital. 

21.  The  camp  matron  shall  draw  up  a  list  of  all  medical  comfort  cards  given  by 
the  doctor  from  the  lists  supplied  by  the  probationers.  She  shall  distribute  these 
cards  to  the  nurses  according  to  districts,  who  shall  draw  the  medical  comforts,  and  dis- 
tribute them  to  the  probationers  concerned,  who  in  turn  shall  see  that  they  are  dis- 
tributed to  the  tents  authorised  to  receive  them. 

22.  Should  the  camp  maiti'on  or  one  of  her  subordinates  observe  in  any  tent  a  case 
where  clothing  is  needed,  she  should  report  the  matter  to  the  Superintendent,  who  will 
refer  the  matter  to  the  relief  matron  for  investigation  and  attention. 

23.  It  is  advisable  that  in  every  camp,  especially  during  an  epidemic,  there  should 
be  a  jsoup  kitchen,  from  which  soup  can  be  issued  under  doctor's  orders.  This  should  be 
under  the  management  of  the  camp  matron,  who  may  employ  any  voluntary  assistance 
which  may  be  forthcoming.  The  issue  should  be  made  by  the  matron  or  her  assistant  to 
those  entitled  to  receive  it. 

24.  The  camp  matron  shall  have  the  power  to  engage  or  dismiss  the  probationers 
belonging  to  her  staflf,  notifying  the  Supermtendent  in  every  case. 

25.  If  the  assistant  camp  matron  or  any  of  the  nurses  uhder  her  should,  in  the 
opinion  of  a  camp  matron,  be  mefficient  or  xmsuited  for  the  post  she  holds,  she  should 
report  to  the  Superintendent  accordingly,  who  should  take  such  steps  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  discharge,  or  otherwise  employ,  the  nurses  concerned,  and  to  obtain  others. 

26.  Probationers  should  have  a  uniform  ^which  shall  remain  the  property  of  the 
Department),  and  should  make  it  from  material  selected  and  supplied  by  the  camp 
matron.  It  should  be  diflferent  in  pattern  to  that  of  the  hospital  or  relief  matron's 
staflf. 

27.  The  camp  matron  should  organise  a  mess  for  the  nurses  of  her  Department. 

28.  The  Superintendent  will  see  that  proper  accommodation  is  provided  for  the 
camp  matron  and  her  staflf,  as  well  as  for  tne  other  matrons.  A  cook  and  servant 
should  be  employed  to  attend  to  the  mess  and  the  quarters  of  the  various  matrons' 
staflfs. 

General  Superintendent. 
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Burgher  Camps  Department, 
Dbar  Sm,  New  Law  Ourts,  Pretoria. 

Herewith  I  forward  you  a  copy  of  the  **  General  Recommendations  regarding 
Concentration  Camps  in  the  Transvaal,"  which  have  been  made  to  this  ofl&ce  by  the 
Concentration  Camps  Commission. 

Also,  "  Suggestions  on  the  Subject  of  Camp  Matrons." 

Many  of  these  recommendations,  jrou  will  note,  are  already  in  force  in  your  camp, 
and  are  included  in  circulars  already  issued.  You  are,  nevertheless,  to  take  special 
note  of  these  recommendations,  and  to  give  effect  to  them  wherever  possible. 


The  Superintendent. 


Yours,  &c.. 

General  Superintendent. 


Concentration  Camps  Commission. 
Greneral  Eecommendations  regarding  the  Concentration  Camps  in  the  Transvaal. 

1.  That  now,  and  throughout'  the  hot  season,  a  ration  of  vegetables,  or,  failing 
these,  of  lime  juice,  should  be  added  once  a  week  a  least  to  the  existing  rations,- and 
that  jam  should  be  added  to  the  medical  comforts,  and  liberally  issued  under  doctor^s 
orders. 

2.  That  in  April  a  ration  of  some  kind  of  fat,  such  as  dripping  or  lard,  should  be 
substituted  for  the  summer  ration  of  vegetables.  We  believe  tnat  about  a  quarter  of 
a  pK)und  of  dripping  or  lard  per  head  per  week,  might  be  enough. 

3.  The  supply  of  fresh  meat  should  be  carefully  watched,  and  arrangements 
made  that  in  the  event  of  any  failure  the  provision  of  "  cold  storage  "  meat  could  at 
once  be  secured.  If  this  is  impossible,  the  camp  should  be  removed  to  a  place  where 
the  diflftculty  does  not  exist. 

At  Maf eking,  Johannesburg,  and  Irene,  the  camps  have  been  for  some  time 
without  fresh  meat.  At  Johannesburg  we  were  informed  yesterday  by  the  Superin- 
tendent that  scurvy  had  appeared. 

"  Bully  beef  "  is  entirely  imsuitable  food  for  children.  They  will  be  unable  to 
withstand  the  attacks  of  disease  if  so  fed,  and  the  death-rate  will  in  consequence 
inevitably  be  high.  The  supply  of  fresh  meat  is  next  only  in  importance  to  the  supply 
of  pure  water  in  the  case  of  camps  composed  of  children  and  women  weakened  by  a 
senes  of  disastrous  epidemics. 

4.  That  boilers  sufl&cient  to  boil  all  drinking  water  should  be  supplied  to  all 
camps  as  quickly  as  possible.  As  all  cannot  be  served  at  once,  preference  should  be 
given  to  those  camps,  such  as  Irene,  Potchefstroom  and  Klerksdorp,  where  the  water 
supply  is  not  satisfactory. 

5.  Epiploy  a  water  engineer  to  visit  the  camps  and  help  and  advise  the  Super- 
intendent how  to  make  the  best  use  of  their  water  supply,  as  tor  instance  at  Balmoral, 
Vereeniging,  Potchefstroom,  Krugersdorp. 

6.  That  pubhc  bake-ovens  be  provided  in  all  camps,  the  firing  to  be  provided  by 
the  Administration,  preference  to  be  given  to  those  camps  where  the  fuel  is  scanty,  as 
at  Vryburg,  or  where  proper  wood  for  firing  bake-ovens  is  not  easily  obtainable. 

7.  Instruct  every  Superintendent  not  to  issue  so  small  a  ration  of  fuel  as  1  lb. 
per  head  per  day,  this  now  being  done  at  Vryburg. 

8.  That  every  camp  should  be  provided  with  proper  apparatus  for  boiUng  and 
disinfecting  enteric  sheets. 
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9.  That  a  ration  of  milk  ready  mixed  with  water,  1  bottle  at  least  per  day,  thould 
be  issued  to  every  child  up  to  five  years.  We  have  foimd  this  in  some  camps  and  con-i 
sider  it  should  be  made  a  universal  practice. 

10;  All  Superintendents  should  have  strongly  represented  to  them  the  great 
importance  from  the  point  of  view  of  health  of  reducing  to  the  smallest  possible  mini- 
mum the  nmnber  of  people  sleeping  on  the  ground.  They  should  urge  and  encourage 
the  making  of  cheap  bedsteads  in  camp,  and  where  no  local  materi^Q  is  available  tEe 
GoTamment  of  the  Transvaal  should  provide  wood  oi:.  other  .material  to  ejiahU  the 
people  to  make  bedsteads  for  their  children  and  themselves.  .  , 

11.  That  the  rule  requiring  compulsory  removalof  cases  of  illness  to  the  Hos- 
pital by  the  Doctors'  orders  should  be  more  strictly  enforced  and  Superintendents  and 
Doctors  communicated  with  on  this  matter. 

12.  That  a  "  Reserve  StaflF "  of  Doctors  and  Nurses  should  be  provided  to  be  sent 
on  an  emergency  as  an  additional  Staflf  to  any  camp  suffering  from  an  outbreak  of  iK- 
ness. 

13.  That  the  sale  of  "  Dutch  Medicines  "  in  camp  should  be  not  only  discouraged 
but  definitely  prohibited,  as  is  the  case  in  the  Orange  River  Colony. 

14.  That  the  work  of  the  Camp  Matron  and  her  Assistants  should  be  otig^gua^ 
on  the  lines  of  the  "  Suggestions  for  Camp  Matrons  **  drawn  up  by  the  Commission. 

15.  That  a  sufficient  supply  of  Transport  animals  should  be  maintained  in  ewili 
camp  to  meet  fully  the  requirements  in  respect  of  sanitation  and  water  supply.       . .  , 


Concentration  Camps  Commission. 

Suggestions  on  the  subject  of  Camp  Matrons. 

A  Camp  Matron's  chief  duty  is  to  see  that  no  illness,  distress,  or  special  pov«ty 
escapes  notice  in  the  tents. 

To  make  her  work  effective  it  should  be  systematically  organised  on  some  such 
lines  as  the  following: — 

She  must  have  the  aid  of  Assistants  from  among  the  Refugees,  preferably  young 
women  over  20.    Either  a  badge,  or  simple  cotton  uniform  should  be  lent  them. 

These  Probationers  should  each  have  charge  of  a  section  of  the  camp,  not  exceed- 
ing 60  or  70  tents  each,  on  the  order  and  welfare  of  the  occupants  of  which  they  must 
report  daily  to  the  Matron. 

Each  Probationer  must  visit  her  tents  daily,  with  a  note  book,  before  8.30  a.in.,  at 
which  hour  all  the  Probationers  should  report  to  the  Matron  any  cases  of  sickness 
they  have  found. 

The  Matron  should  accompany  the  Doctor  in  his  rounds,  each  Probationer  in 
her  own  section  directing  them  from  tent  to  tent,  but  not  entering  the  tents  with  the 
Doctor  and  Matron. 

The  Matron  must  note  the  Doctor's  instructions  as  to  the  medicines,  treatment 
and  feecling  of  each  patient.  Th.e  Probationer,  as  the  Doctor  leaves  her  section,  must 
take  his  prescriptions  to  the  dispenser,  who  can  at  once  begin  making  them  up. 

The  Matron  using  the  help  of  the  Probationers  under  her  is  responsible  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  Doctor's  instructions  as  regards  washing,  poulticing,  taking  teniM- 
rature,  seeine  that  medicines  and  medical  comforts  are  properly  administered,  nhe 
must  also  locS:  after  the  cleanliness  and  airing  of  the  tents,  the  preparation  of  infants' 
food,  and  the  cleanliness  of  utensils,  &c.,  such  as  babies'  baths.  After  gping  round 
with  the  Doctor  she  should  make  out  a  list  of  the  more  serious  cases,  wmch  she  will 
herself  visit  again  in  the  course  of  the  day ;  apportioning  the  other  cases  to  tfie  Pro- 
bationers to  see,  and  report  to  her  before  (  p.m.).  When  patients  are  ordered  to 
Hospital  she  should  supervise  their  proper  removal. 
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Certain  afternoons  should  be  devoted  to  another  important  part  of  her  work, 
viz. : — ^investigating  of  destitution ;  and  on  a  certain  day  she  should  distribute  material 
for  clothing,  the  list  of  applicants  and  goods  required  having  been  submitted  previously 
to,  and  approved  by,  the  Superintendent. 

Where  there  is  little  sickness  she  should  visit  the  whole  camp  in  rotation;  advis- 
ing mothers  on  questions  of  ventilation,  cleanliness  and  care  of  children. 

•The  Camp  Matron  should  not  prescribe  medicines,  but  she  migfet  have  in  her  ovm 
quarter  for  use  in  case  of  emeigency,  such  remedies  as : — ^ 

1  bottle  Castor  Oil. 

1  rbottle  Boracic  Lotion. 
6  tins  Ideal  Milk. 

2  Candles. 
1  Vaseline. 

1  bottle  Olive  Oil. 
1  Arrowroot. 
4  oz.  Brandy, 
i  lb.  Tea. 
Linseed. 
Mustard. 

•     She  should  Account  t6  the  Doctor  for  these  before  drawing  a  fresh  supply. 

The  Camp  Matron  should  also  supervise  the  soup  kitchen,  with  a  capable  woman 
under  her  to  do  the  cooking,  out  of  the  camp. 

It  is  obvious  that  to  perform  such  duties  the  Matron  must  devote  her  whole  time 
to  the  work,  should  have  had  some  previous  experience  in  nursing,  should  be  an 
educated,  practical  woman,  and  one  who  will  not  be  easily  imposed  upon,  or  be  subject 
to  petty  influences  in  the  camp. 

It  is  essential  that  she  should  have  proper  quarters,  rations  and  salary;  it  would 
probably  be  convenient  for  her  to  mess  with  the  Hospital  Sisters. 

In  camps  where  there  are  more  than  two  Doctors  the  Matron  would  require  an 
Assistant  Matron. 

While  all  officials  are  subordinate  to  the  Superintendent,  the  Camp  Matron  would 
take  her  orders  from  the  Principal  Medical  Officer,  as  her  immediate  offici^d  superior. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  15. 

GovEKNOu,  Cape  Town,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  20,  M.S.  2. — I  have  informed  Goold- Adams  that  Lewis  Mansergh  has 
been  offered  the  appoiutmeut  of  General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps  in  Cape 
Colony,  and  Mansergh  is  now  in  direct  communication  with  Goold- Adams.  I  think  that 
Mansergh  should  receive  a  formal  appointment  of  some  kind  from  you. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  15. 


High.  CoMMissi^NiCH,. Jphannesburg^  toGovBBNOR,  Cape  Town.  , 

Telegram. 

December  23.  No.  104.  Your  telegram,  M.S.  2,  of  20th  December,  I  will  send 
fortnal  appointmcfftt.  -  Meanwihile  Mansergh  will,:  of  course,  take  his  direct  instructions 
from  Goold- Adams^^ae^tte^  Camp  wiH  besfor  all  Omnge'  River  Colony  people.  Please  tell 
Mansergh  that  I  am  excd^dingly  glad  to  have  his  help.        .       . 
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Enclosure  4  in  No.  15. 

Governor,  Cape  Town,  to  High  Commissioner. 

(M.S.  Circular.) 

Mv  Lord,  Government  House,  Cape  Town,  December  20,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  Lordsliip's  information  a  copy  of  a  letto 
I  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  "  Burgher  Camps  Female  Employment  Committee.*' 

I  have,  &c., 


His  Excellency, 

The  Right  Honourable 

The  Lord  Milner,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G., 
&c.,         &c.,         &c. 


Walter  Helt-Hutchtnson. 


Madam,  December  20,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  after  consultation  with,  and  with  the 
concurrence  of,  the  High  Commissioner,  it  has  been  decided  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
ladies  to  enquire  into  the  qualification  and  character  of  applicants  for  employment  as 
matrons,  nurses  and  female  assistants  in  the  Burgher  camps  in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
River  Colony. 

The  committee  have  been  constituted  as  follows  : — 

President — The  Honourable  Lady  Hely-Hutchinson. 
Members — Mrs.  King  Lewis  (Convener), 
Mrs.  Thomson, 
Mrs.  Walter  Braithwaite, 
Mrs.  Noble, 
Dr.  Jane  Waterston, 
TMrs.  E.  B.  Fuller,  of  Church  Square,  and 
<  Miss  Demon,  Principal  of  the  Victoria  Nurses  Home  have 
(         consented  to  act  as  referees. 

The  Committee  will,  if  necessary,  appoint  a  Secretary. 

The  ordinary  meetings  of  the  Committee  will  be   on   Tuesdays  and    Fridays  at 
11.30  a.m. 

The  Office  of  the  Committee  (by  the  kind  consent  of  Dr.  Fuller)  will  be  at  Cotswold 
Chambers,  Church  Square. 

The  Committee  will  be  called  the  "  Burgher  Camps  Female  Employment  Committee.*' 

I  have,  &c., 

Walter  Hely-Hutchinson. 
The  Honourable  Lady  Hely-Hutchinson. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  15. 

Governor,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johanneeburg. 

Telegram. 

December  19.  No.  2.  All  arrangements  have  been  made  lor  Medical  Board  in  re 
Merebank,  and  for  taking  evidence  as  to  healthiness  or  otherwise  of  site.  Please  say 
whether  I  shall  report  matter  to  Secretary  of  State,  or  whether  you  will. 
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Enclosure  6  in  No.  15. 

High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Governor,  Pietermaritzburg. 

Telegram. 

December  20.  Number  41.  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  19th  December, 
No.  2,  I  will  report  to  Secretary  of  State.  Doubtless  Board  will  consider  whether 
supposing  portion  of  Merebank  is  unhealthy  there  may  not  be  other  portions  which  may 
be  safely  maintained. 


Encl98ure  7  in  No.  15. 

Governor,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner. 

Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg, 
My  Lord,  ^  Natal,  December  21,  190J. 

In  reference  to  the  advice  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Johannesburg 
Refugee  Camp  as  to  the  desirability  of  having  a  steam  disinfector  for  disinfecting 
mattresses,  pillows,  clothing,  and  other  things  that  would  be  destroyed  by  boiling, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  Your  Lordship  that,  if  Merebank  be  retained  as  a  camp  for 
ten  thousand  inmates,  1  have  arranged  with  the  Natal  Health  Officer  to  lend  me  a 
disinfector  to  be  fixed  there,  thus  avoiding  any  expense  on  the  first  outlay  beyond  that  of 
fixing. 

I  have,  &c., 

Henbt  McCallum. 
His  Excellency, 

The  Right  Honourable, 

The  Lord  Milner,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G., 
&c.,  &c.,  &c., 

Johannesburg. 


Enclosure  8  in  No.  15. 

Governor,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  High  Commissioner.  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  26.  No.  1. — Medical  Board  on  Merebank  have  sent  me  their  report  gist  ol 
which  is  that  although  site  not  an  ideal  one  as  regards  elevation,  drainage,  etc.,  they  do  not 
recommend  removal  of  camp  for  sundry  reasons  specified.  That  no  better  site  can  be 
found  along  coast  with  suitable  water.  That  part  of  camp  is  built  upon  swamp,  but 
considering  area  available  extreme  western  end  where  is  largest  amount  subsoil  water  not 
to  be  built  upon  and  vacated  as  soon  as  other  accommodation  ready.  That  no  danger  to 
be  api)rehended  of  malaria  or  severe  outbreak  of  infectious  disease.  That  after  ftill 
enquiry  have  come  to  conclusion  that  statements  made  by  Ladies'  Commission  are  rather 
highly  coloured.  That  there  had  been  very  heavy  rain  for  the  two  days  prior  to  visit  of 
the  Board. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  15. 
Governor,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner. 


Grovemment  House,  Pietermaritzburg, 
My  Lord,  Natal,  December  27,  1901. 

In  continuation  of  previous  correspondence,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward 
herewith  proceedings  of  the  Medical  Boaxd  appointed  to  enquire,  and  report,  into  the 
statements  of  the  Ladies'  Commission  on  the  matter  of  the  site  of  Merebank  Camp. 

2.  From  these  proceedings  you  will  observe  that  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to 
abandon  Merebank  Camp,  as  was  suggested  by  the  Conunission.  I  am,  however, 
issuing  instructions  to  Sir  Thomas  Murray  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
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Board,  namely,  that  the  western  portion  of  the  camp,  on  both  sides  of  the  centre  vlei, 
now  occupied  with  tents,  shall  not  be  built  upon,  and  that  the  innaates  of  the  present 
tents  shall  be  transferred  to  the  new  encampment  at  St.  Jacob's  Siding  as  soon  as  the 
necessary  sanitary  accommodation  can  be  erected. 

3.  Under  these  arrangements,  I  also  propose  that  the  numbers  at  Merebank 
itself  shall  be  restricted  to  about  7,500.  Upon  receipt  of  your  approval,  by  telegram, 
I  will  give  directions  that  the  works,  which  nave  been  temporarily  suspended,  be  again 
pushed  ahead. 

I  have,  &c., 

Hbnry  McCallum. 

The  Right  Honourable 

The  Lord  Milner,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G., 
&c.,  &c.,  &c., 

Johannesbui^. 


Proceedings  of  a  Board  assembled  at  Merebank  Burgher  Camp  on  the  21st  of 
December,  1901,  by  order  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Natal,  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  on  the  site  of  the  Burgher  Camp  at  Merebank. 

President: — Surgeon-General  Clery,  C.B.,  P.M.O.,  Natal. 

Members: — Colonel  McCormack,,  R.A.M.C,  P.M.O.,  Durban;  Mr.  Ernest  Hill, 
Health  Officer  of  Colony  of  Natal, 

In  attendance. 


The  Board  having  assembled  pursuant  to  order,  proceed  to  examine  the  site  and 
take  evidence,  which  is  herewith  attached. 

The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  the  site  is  by  no  means  an  ideal  site,  and  has  imper- 
fection as  regards  elevation,  drainage,  &c.,  but  do  not  recommend  that  the  camp  should 
be  removed,  as  the  Board  is  confident  that  it  is  the  best  obtainable,  for  tiie  following 
reasons: — 

1.  It  is  necessary  that  any  camp  should  be  on  a  railway  line. 

2.  Purely  sanitary  arrangements  as  to  site  have  to  be  held  subservient  to  mili- 
tary exigencies.  The  latter  do  not  permit  the  camps  being  located  in  the  uplands,  as 
military  and  civil  traffic  arrangements  make  it  essential  that  the  main  line  snould  not 
be  further  congested. 

3.  The  water  supply  being  drawn  from  the  Durban  main,  and  originating  a  long 
distance  away,  is  abundant  and  wholesome.  The  Board  regards  the  water  supply  as 
of  paramount  importance  in  any  camp,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  secure,  for  so  laiqge  a 
number  of  people,  an  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  elsewhere  on  the  coast  Sne. 
The  soil  is  of  the  same  character  all  along  the  coast,  and  no  better  site  can  be  found, 
certainly  none  where  suitable  water  is  available ;  the  Board  is,  however,  of  opinion 
that  the  western  end  of  the  north  side,  and  the  extreme  western  end  of  the  south  side, 
now  covered  with  tents,  and  where  there  is  the  greatest  amount  of  soil  water,  should 
not  be  built  upon,  but  vacated  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  the  inmates  transferred  to 
the  soutJi  side  of  the  vlei. 

The  Board  considers  the  ridge  running  from  Merebank  to  Jacobs  Siding — ^south 
of  the  vlei — to  be  suitable  camping  groimd,  and  is  of  opinion  tliat  in  the  winter  season 
the  climate  and  general  conditions  will  be  satisfactory  for  the  purpose,  while  even  in 
the  hot  season  the  temperature  is  greatly  modified  by  the. breeze  constantly  passing 
over  the  ground  in  one  or  other  direction. 

With  more  careful  administration  and  more  adequate  medical  and  sanitary  super- 
vision, the  Board  sees  no  more  reason  to  fear  a  severe  outbreak  of  infectious  disease 
here  than  elsewhere  in  Natal,  under  the  same  circumstances. 
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The  Board,  having  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  ground  at  Merebank  and 
the  immediate  neighbourhood,  after  full  enquiry,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
statements  made  by  the  Ladies'  Commission  are  rather  highly  coloured.  There  Bad 
been  very  heavy  rain  for  two  days  preceding  the  visit,  when  the  Board  found  that  the 
camp  is  situated  on  a  sandy  soil  which  varies  in  constitution,  part  being  black,  from 
an  admixture  of  other  .matter,  part  being  pure  yellow  sand.  The  latter  was  scarcely 
damp  at  two  feet  depth,  the  former  was  certainly  saturated  with  water,  and  the 
deeper  the  dicing  the  wetter  the  soil. 

No  part  of  the  camp  is  built  on  swamp:  the  swamp,  or  vlei,  is  situated  between 
two  slight  ridges,  and  is  the  natural  drainage  of  the  area.  The  ground  on  which  the 
camp  is  laid  out  is  in  no^part  less  than  50  feet  above  the  vlei.  The  western  vlei  drains 
slowly  towards  the  Umlaas  River,  and  does  not  flow  towards  the  camp. 

The  actual  presence  of  this  water  in  a  mfilarial  district  would  be  detrimental,  but 
all  evidence  shows  that  malaria  does  not  exist,  and  the  Board  therefore  thinks  that  no 
danger  is  to  be  apprehended. 

President: — 

J.  A.  Clery, 

Sui^eon-General, 

Natal. 
Members: — 

R,   McCORMACK, 

Colonel, 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps. 

Ernest  Hill, 
Health  Officer  for  the  Colony  of  Natal. 


Evidence  of  Dr.  Addison,  District  Surgeon,  Umlazi. 

Dr.  William  Henry  Addison  states: — ^I  have  been  District  Surgeon  of  Umlazi. 
Division  since  1883.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Merebank  Camp  there  has  been  up  to- 
now  no  resident  population.  This  is  simply  due  to  the  fact  tnat  the  owner  has  not 
disposed  of  the  ground,  which  is  a  portion  of  his  farm.  It  is  not  d'ue  to  the  nature  of 
tJie  ground,  although  people,  naturally,  would  not  actually  build'  on  the  swampy 
portion.  The  people  hving  in  the  district  are  healthy,  and  special  diseases  are  no 
more  prevalent  nere  than  on  the  rest  of  the  coast,  but  dysentery  is  endemic  throughout 
the  coa^t  lioe,  and  dengue  is  common  at  certain  seasons.  I  do  not  regard  Merebank 
as  more  unhealthy  than  any  other  part  of  the  coast.  Measles,  whooping-cough,  and 
penephegus  contagiosus  have  prevailed  in  Durban  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  this  I  attribute  to  the  influx  from  the  Transvaal,  and  the  overcrowding 
resudting  in  Durban  town. 

There  is  no  malaria  in  Natal.  The  vlei  between  the  two  camps  is  always  swampy, 
but  this  is  an  exceptionally  wet  season.  There  is  no  backflow  from  the  harbour  to  the 
vlei,  but  the  water  in  the  swamp  may  be  slightly  brackish.  The  hot  weather  in 
Durban  lasts  from  October  to  April.  The  mortality  among  childre^  in  Durban  I  con- 
sider to  be  always  high,  chiefly  due  to  diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal.  From  Dutch 
women  patients  I  have  heard  reports  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  sickness  in  the  camp, 
particularly  whooping-cough,  measles,  and  diarrhoea.     . 

Taking  into  consideration  the  water  supplv,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  better  site 
could  not  be  found.  My  reason  is  that  the  population  cannot  contaminate  their  water 
supply,  which  they  certainly  would  if  it  was  derived  from  their  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. Isipingo  would  be  much  more  unhealthy.  The  ground  is  lower,  and  there  is 
no  water  supply. 

I  do  not  think  that  there  is  anything  in  the  nature  of  the  soil  to  make  it  unsuit- 
able for  a  camp ;  the  water  soaks  into  the  ground  of  the  hills  and  does  not  swamp  the 
ground  itself  on  which  the  camp  stands. 

W.  H.  Addison,  M.R.C.S.,  (fee. 
District  Surgeon, 

Umlazi  Division, 

Natal. 
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Evidence  of  Mr.  Alfred  D.  Millar. 

Mr.  Alfred  Duchesne  Millar  states : 

I  was  bom  in  Durban,  and  have  known  the  neighbourhood  over  40  years,  and  re- 
presented the  estate  pn  which  the  camp  is  built  for  15  years.  The  estate  is  known  as 
Clairmont  situated  between  the  Bay  and  the  Umlaas  River,  about  4  miles.  There  are 
few  inhabitants  because  the  owner  would  not  sell  or  lease  his  land.  The  proprietor  of 
the  brickfields  adjoining  the  encampment  (Mr.  Brangham)  has  leased  the  ground  for 
some  years,  recently  brought  his  family  from  Durban  lor  a  change  after  illness,  because 
he  considered  it  more  healthy  than  Durban,  and  the  children  were  never  better  than 
when  residing  here.  Two  years  ago  the  vlei  was  quite  dry,  but  it  is  generally  damp 
and  marshy,  m  the  middle ;  this,  however,  is  an  exceptionally  wet  year.  In  the  rainy 
season  there  is  always  two  or  three  feet  of  water  in  the  vlei.  I  have  never  known  any 
illness  to  result  from  the  damp  soil,  and  I  don't  consider  tlie  sjwamps  in  this  district 
unhealthy ;  I  am  frequently  wading  in  the  swamps  for  sport,  but  have  never  suffered 
from  Malaria  nor  known  anybody  else  to.  I  could  easily  have  let  the  ground  if  I  had 
wished,  and  have  had  applications  from  people  with  a  view  to  erecting  dwellings.  I 
could  easily  obtain  £150  an  acre  for  land  occupied  by  the  camp  for  resiclenfial 
purposes,  but  I  have  no  wish  to  dispose  of  the  property. 

The  soil  on  which  the  camp  stands  is  of  sand  several  feet  deep,  and  clay  follows  on 
the  lower  ground,  and  runs  in  lines  chiefly  on  the  lower  ground. 

On  the  west  side  the  camps  drain  into  the  Umlaas  river,  and  on  the  east  into  the 
Harbour.  Rain  falls  at  all  seasons  but  more  particularly  in  the  summer.  There  is 
alwaj's  a  breeze  blowing  across  the  camp,  owing  to  the  formation  of  the  coimtry,  the 
Bluff  ridge  being  on  the  one  side,  and  a  continuation  of  the  Berea  ridge  on  the  other, 
leaving  an  open  space  between  the  bay  and  the  north  of  the  Umlaas  through  which 
always  a  current  of  air  passes  one  way  or  the  other.  I  know  of  no  other  as  suitable  a 
site  for  such  a  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Durban. 

^        Dated  at  Merebank,  Natal,  on  Saturday,  21st  December,  1901. 

• '  Alfred  D.  Millar. 


Commandant's  Oflftce,  Durban. 
About  the  latter  end  of  August  I  received  instructions  from  General  Officer  Com- 
manding, Natal,  to  look  for  a  suitable  site  for  4,000*  or  5,000  Boer  refugees,  whom  it 
was  proposed  to  send  down  from  the  Transvaal.  The  South  Coast  line  and  within  reach 
of  Durban  were  pointed  out  as  desirable.     I  concluded  that  the  following  points  must 
be  considered: — Water  supply;  airy  situation;  near  railway  and  road;  not  near  town, 
villages,  or  inhabited  houses ;  dry  soil,  and  on  sufficient  slope  -to  ensure  draining  without 
imnecessary  cost.     I  found  on  enquiry  that  none  of  the  rivers  between  Durban  and 
Port  Shepst6ne,  except  the  Umlaas  and  Umkomaas  were  considered  to  be  good  drinking 
water,  wnile  the  supply  in  most  cases  was  variable  and  uncertain.    Even  the  Umkomaas 
by  some  is  not  considered  safe  at  certain  times.     Umkomaas  is  two  hours  by  train  from 
Durban,  from  which  eveiything  would  have  to  be  brought.     Great  expense  and  labour 
and  time  would  have  had  to  be  expended  there  in  forming  a  camp,  water  would  have 
have  had  to  be  pumped  some  distance,  even  then  imfiltered,  and  bush  would  have  had 
to  be  cleared;   the  camp  would  have  been  on  high  ground,  exposed  to  wind  and 
weather.     I  considered  tne  chbice  was  thus  limited  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Clairmont 
iand  Merebank.    Here,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  Durban  Corporation  water  main, 
which  they  allowed  us  to  tap,  a  constant  and  imlimited  supply  of  filtered  water  could  be 
laid  on  anywhere.     It  was  within  easy  reach  of  Durban,  and  all  supplies  close  to  rail 
and  road,  and  within  reach  of  military  supervision,  under  whose  charge  at  that  time 
it  was  proposed  the  'canap  should  be.     Although  partially  sheltered  by  the  ridges  on 
either  side,  there  is  continual  breeze  even  on  the  hottest  days.    The  soil  is  light  and 
porous.     The  higher  ground  could  not  be  camped  on  because  of  the  bush,  but  there 
is  a  continual  fail  of  ground  to  the  centre  of  the  valley,  which  drains  away  in  both 
directions. 

The  site  of  the  present  camp  was  approved  not  only  by  medical  officers  but  by 
those  who  had  known  the  neighbourhood,  and  been  over  the  ground  for  years. 

•  Probably  to  be  increased  to  10,000. 
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The  sites  for  a  permanent  camp  of  this  kind  are  very  limited,  and  I  consider  the 

S resent  one  the  best  selection  that  could  have  been  made,  taking  into  accoimt  the 
ifferent  points  that  have  to  be  considered. 

W.  H.  S.  O'Neill, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Commandant. 
Durban,  December  21st,  1901. 


Dr.  6.  L.  Bonnar  states: 

I  am  medical  officer  of  Isipingo,  Indian  circle,  which  includes  Merebank  neigh- 
bourhood ;  my  hospital  is  about  ^  mile  from  Merebank  camp.  I  have  had  this  for  16 
years,  and  am  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  locality.  It  is  not  a  place  which  I  should 
choose  for  a  residence  because  of  the  dense  mists  prevalent  in  the  winter.  I  could  not 
say  that  it  would  be  an  ideal  spot,  but  in  my  16  years  I  have  never  known  of  a  single 
case  of  malaria  contracted  in  the  District  In  tne  winter  the  mist  might  have  a  Dad 
effect  on  children  with  bronchial  catarrh.  I  have  thought  over  the  matter  a  good  deal, 
and  I  cannot  suggest  a  better  place  for  a  large  camp,  considering  the  good  water  supply 
available  there. 

I  consider  the  stretch,  from  Caliamont  [?  Claremont]  to  Isipingo,  embracing  this 
area  has,  though  sparsely  inhabited  by  white  people,  required  extremely  [?  little] 
medical  attendance  in  the  last  sixteen  years,  during  which  time  I  have  been  practically 
the  only  local  doctor.  v 

If  you  dig  anywhere  in  the  neighbourhood  you  will  come  to  water  in  two  or  three 
feet,  except  vmere  the  soil  is  chiefly  «andy,  in  the  rainy  season. 

G.L.  BONNAR, 

M.D.,  CM.,  &c. 
December  23,  1901. 


Sir  Thomas  K.  Muheiay: — ^In  Merebank  there  are  5,365  persons,  being — 

Men,  over  16  years         216 

Boys,  12  to  16  years        367 

Women      2,230 

Children     2,552 

(in  Howick  Camp  3,300),  (in  Maritzburg  2,500). 

The  intention  was  to  accommodate  2,000  at  Merebank.  The  objection  to  Mom 
River  and  Howick  for  further  accommodation  is  the  difficulty  of  providing  water  with- 
out large  expenditure  of  money  and  time  in  constructing  dams  and  erecting  machinery. 
It  is  considered  essential  not  only  for  military  reasons  but  on  account  of  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  supplies  for  the  camp,  to  place  the  people  off  the  main  line  of  railway, 
as  far  as  possible.  I  know  of  no  other  site  suitable  with  adequate  supply  of  good  water 
on  either  the  North  or  South  Coast  lines. 

The  deaths  in  Merebank  Camp  total: — 

September      ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  6 

vyCvOoer           .••         ...         ...         ...         •••         •••  4«/ 

November       42 

December,  to  20th 70 


167 


The  inmates  arrived  at  the  camp  before  proper  sanitary  and  other  arrangements 
were  complete,  because  the  Military  Authorities  urged  it;  presumably  because  the 
conditions  there  were  worse. 

It  is  intended  to  keep  the  four  camps  separate,  so  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of 
spread  of  epidemic  disease. 

10S68  I 
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The  drainage  and  other  sanitary  improvements  are  being  proceeded  with  and 
will  be  pressed  on,  and  as  soon  as  all  the  workmen^s  quarters,  bmlding  material,  &c., 
are  removed,  I  think  it  will  be  a  very  nice  camp,  especially  in  the  coming  winter 
months,  when  the  climate  will  be  perfection. 

Thos.  K.  Murray. 
December  23,  1901. 


Dear  Sir,  Durban,  December  23,  1901. 

You  have  asked  my  opinion  as  to  Merebank  Camp. 

I  may  inform  you  that  I  was  pne  of  those  who  recommended  the  site  to  Colonel 
CVNeil,  and  I  did  so  for  the  following  reasons. 

Merebank  being  in  close  proximity  to  the  main-pipe  line  of  the  Duiban  water 
supply,  would  enable  the  camp  to  be  supplied  with  pure  river  water  that  has  passed 
the  most  modern  filter  beds,  and  which  is  taken  from  the  river  14  miles  from  the  coast. 
To  my  mind  good  water  is  one  of  the  first  matters  to  be  considered  in  selecting  a  camp 
site. 

There  is  no  other  spot  than  Merebank  or  Jacobs  that  I  would  recommend,  as 
far  as  water  is  concerned,  that  would  be  handy  to  the  railway  line,  on  either  North 
or  South  Coast  Railways,  nearer  than  the  Tongaat  Eiver,  which  is  distant  about 
28  miles  from  Durban  on  the  North  Coast  line. 

As  regards  healthiness  of  the  site.  You  will  have  noticed  that  the  camp  is  on 
the  watershed  of  the  country  in  that  locality;  half  of  the  flow 'runs  to  the  Umlaas 
River,  while  the  remainder  finds  its  way  into  the  Bay  of  Natal. 

There  is  marshy  ground  near  the  camp,  but  so  there  is  on  three  sides  of  Durban. 

I  enclose  a  plan,  with  marshy  ground  marked,  which  will  show  that  Durban  is  as 
close  to  a  marsh  as  Merebank. 

Malaria  is  what  would  be  feared  from  living  near  marshy  ground,  but  although 
Mr.  Lamport  and  others  have  lived  for  about  thirty  years  at  or  near  Merebank,  I  have 
never  heard  of  them  having  suffered  from  malaria. 

The  land  could  be  better  drained  than  it  is,  and  this  could  easily  be  done  at  no 
great  cost. 

Merebank  has  one  point  in  its  favour,  it  is  open  to  winds  from  both  east  and  west, 
and  with  good  sanitary  arrangements  would,  in  my  opinion,  continue  to  be  a  healthy 
spot. 

On  the  main  railway  line  there  is  only  one  spot  available  for  a  camp  this  side  of 
Pietermaritzburg,  and  that  is  near  Pinetown,  and  then  only  for  a  limited  number. 

I  have,  &c., 

Ernest  L.  Acutt. 

€teneral  Cleiy, 

Principal  Medical  Oflftcer, 
•    Natal. 


Dr.  Hardy  states: — I  have  been  in  medical  charge  since  November  1.  The  sick 
rate  has  not  been,  I  think,  high  under  the  circumstances.  I  think  that  some  parts  of 
the  camp  site  are  too  damp,  but  not  all ;  the  drainage  will  improve  it,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  it  will  render  all  parts  suitable.  In  No.  9,  people  complain  that  the 
floors  are  wet,  and  I  think  that  all  this  part  is  wet.  There  are  no  diseases  in  camp 
that  I  would  ascribe  to  the  heat  or  the  dampness  of  soil.  I  know  of  no  cases  of 
malaria  arising  here,  and  there  is  no  acute  rheumatism.  There  are  14  cases  of  enteric 
in  hospital,  some  of  which  originated  here,  these  I  do  not  ascribe  to  local  conditions. 
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We  have  cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  and  six  cases  of  diphtheria,  of  which 
one  died. 

The  general  health  is  good  in  the  camp. 

L.  E.  Hardy, 

In  mediral  charge. 
December  23,  1901. 


Mr.  A.  Head  states: — I  am  District  Engineer,  Public  Works  Department, 
Durban,  and  have  been  carrying  out  all  the  works  of  erection  of  the  camp  from  the 
commencement.  I  consider  the  site  suitable.  No  doubt  it  has  disadvantages  in 
being  near  marshy  ground,  but  it  remains  to  be  proved  whether  this  is  unhealthy  or 
not.  A  considerable  amount  of  draining  has  been  done  in  connection  with  the  site, 
and,  when  the  scheme  is  completed,  I  consider  it  will  make  the  camping  ground  all 
that  can  be  desired.  To  drain  the  marsh  would  entail  considerable  expense,  and  it 
is  a  question  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  carry  this  work  out  while  the  camp 
is  being  inhabited,  because  I  think  that  disturbing  the  vegetation  would  be  objection- 
able, giving  rise  to  smell,  and  might  be  a  source  of  disease.  I  think  the  drainage 
would  be  ineffectual  for  some  time.  The  camp  is  situated  on  a  watershed,  from  which, 
on  Durban  side,  the  drainage  runs  towards  Bay,  on  the  west  towards  the  Umlaas, 
away  from  the  camp. 

I  consider  the  houses  are  sufficiently  elevated  to  enable  the  site  to  be  thoroughly 
drained. 

A.  Head, 

Acting  District  Engineer, 

Public  Works  Department. 
December  23,  1901. 

In  the  most  congested  portion  of  the  camp,  viz.,  blocks  7  and  8,  which  occupies 
eleven  acres,  there  is  provision  for  about  3,000  persons.  A.  H. 


Mr.  P.  N.  Snyman: — I  arrived  here  from  Belfast  Camp  a  month  ago,  after  six 
months ;  I  like  this  better,  and  I  think  it  healthier.  I  have  a  family  here ;  they  were 
sick  on  leaving  Belfast,  and  the  change  has  done  them  all  the  ^ood  in  the  world. 
They  are  a  wife  and  four  children ;  they  had  enteric  at  Belfast.  It  is  a  bit  warm  here, 
but  we  always  have  the  breeze,  and  I  like  it.  I  think  it  a  very  good  place  for  a 
camp,  and  the  children  are  healthier  than  in  Middelburg  and  Belfast,  in  both  of  which 
I  have  been.  Belfast  is  my  district.  I  think  the  health  here  is  quite  as  good  as  in 
houses  in  Lydenburg  district. 


Mr.  C.  D.  Wensel : — ^I  came  from  Heidelburg,  and  have  a  wife  and  five  children ; 
they  are  quite  well.  We  have  been  here  over  one  month ;  family  two  months.  The 
health  is  better  here  than  at  Heidelburg.  The  people  do  not  complain  about  the  camp 
itself. 

December  23,  1901. 


Through  the  interpretation  of  Mr.  Bousfield,  Mrs.  Jacoba  V.  Gronening  states: — 
I  came  from  Standerton.  For  myself,  I  prefer  the  Standerton  climate.  I  have  two 
daughters  here ;  both  have  been  unwell  here.  I  have  been  in  camp  since  September  16th, 
having  been  at  Standerton  since  June  3rd.  For  women  and  children  I  think  Stander- 
ton healthier,  because  higher.  I  think  they  would  all  prefer  some  other  camp,  the 
main  point  being  the  wish  to  get  away  from  the  sea.  Tlie  Transvaal  people  are  not 
accustomed  to  it. 
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Mrs.  Anna  Klopper: — I  came  from  Krugersdorp  in  September.  I  have  two 
children  of  my  own,  and  two  of  my  mother's.  There  was  more  sickness  among  children 
in  Krugersdorp. 


Mrs.  Ester  Fritz: — I  came  from  Krugersdorp  in  September.  I  have  three 
children ;  they  were  ill  then  and  have  been  sick  since  being  here.  I  would  rather  go 
back  to  Krugersdorp,  because  people  die  here  from  enteric  fever,  and  it  is  very  wet, 
and  my  tent  is  damp. 

December  23,  1901. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Corbett  states: — I  am  Orgjanising  Inspector  of  Schools  under  the  Trans- 
vaal Education  Department.  I  have  lived  five  and  a  half  years  in  South  Africa,  can 
speak  Dutch,  and  have  a  fairly  good  knowledge  of  Dutch  character  and  customs.  For 
the  past  nine  months  I  have  been  continuously  engaged  in  organising  schools  in  the 
refugee  camps  and  in  the  towns  of  the  south-eastern  districts  of  the  Transvaal. 

I  consider  Merebank  compares  favourably  with  any  camp  that  I  have  visited. 
The  site  of  the  camp  is  more  spacious  than  either  Volksrust,  Standerton,  Heidelburg, 
or  Johannesburg,  and,  consequently,  there  is  no  squeezing  together  of  the  refugee 
habitations.  The  proportion  of  permanent  building  is  far  greater  in  this  camp.  The 
water  supply  is  the  best  I  have  seen.  The  sandy  soil  is  preferable  to  the  clay  uplands 
of  Volksrust  and  Standerton. 

The  hot  sun  is  generally  tempered  by  the  sea  breeze. 

The  ample  local  supply  of  firewood  is  in  great  contrast  to  the  scarcity  of  fuel  up- 
oountry. 

I  have  seen  in  the  Heidelburg  and  Volksrust  camps  letters  from  refugees  in 
Merebank.  These  letters  spoke  in  praise  of  this  camp,  more  especially  in  reference 
to  the  better  quality  of  the  meat,  the  cheapness  of  vegetables,  and  the  pleasures  of 
sea-bathing. 

Educational  matters  in  this  camp  are  not  so  well  forward  as  in  the  Transvaal; 
nor  is  this  to  be  expected,  since  the  Transvaal  Educational  Department  have  only 
taken  over  the  work  in  the  Natal  camps  since  November. 

I  found  two  schools  running  here  on  my  arrival  on  13th  December.  One  had 
207  pupils,  the  other  1B7.  I  have  estimated  for  700  children  in  January,  and  the 
Public  Works  Department  of  Natal  have  been  requisitioned  for  1,500  seats,  to  be  all 
ready  by  February  next. 

The  pay-sheet  for  January  will  contain  the  names  of  20  teachers,  half  of  whom 
will  shortly  arrive  from  England.     The  others  are  already  engaged  in  this  camp. 

An  excellent  new  school  building,  112  feet  by  25  feet,  is  just  complete.  Two 
other  wood  and  iron  buildings,  45  feet  by  22  feet,  have  been  some  time  in  use. 

All  three  buildings  are  excellently  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  provided  with 
verandahs  (stoeps)  usable  as  class-rooms. 

J.  H.  Corbett,  B.A., 
Organising  Inspector  of  Schools. 
December  23,  1901. 


Mr.  H.  N.  Bousfield  states : 

I  am  Commandant  of  Merebank  camp.  I  consider  the  site  fairly  good ;  parts,  no 
doubt,  are  damp,  but  it  is  being  drained.  It  is  certainly  drier  than  when  fii^t  opened, 
and  I  think  it  could  be  improved  by  better  drainage.  I  have  heard  of  no  cases  of 
malarial  fever,  nor  rheumatism  arising  in  the  camp.  I  think  it  considerably  cooler 
here  than  Durban,  owing  to  the  constant  breeze.  Tne  houses  are  good,  tlie  tents  most 
unsatisfactory  for  this  camp.  The  coolest  blocks  are  on  the  North  side  of  the^ei, 
where  there  is  no  interruption  to  the  breeze.    I  have  enjoyed  good  health  since  ocm- 
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ing  here.    The  Western  end  of  the  south  camp  is  certainly  damp  for  about  100  feet> 
it  will  not  be  built  on. 

H.  N.  BOUSFIKLD, 

Superintendent. 
December  23, 1901. 

Further,  should  the  drainage  not  prove  successful  in  the  front  portion  of  Blocks  7 
and  8,  then  it  might  be  desirable  to  remove  the  front  row  of  rooms. 

It  is  under  consideration  to  supply  mealie  meal  to  the  inmates  of  the  camp  as  an 
extra  ration.  Fresh  milk  is  also  being  arranged  to  be  supplied  to  the  hospital,  and  un- 
sweetened tin  milk  to  children  under  five  in  place  of  sweetened. 

H.B. 


Rev.  T.  H.  Enslin  sfettes : 

I  have  not  come  forward  with  the  object  of  complaining.  I  would  first  mention 
the  situation  itself;  the  place  is  too  damp  and  swampy  altogether;  the  temperature  of 
Natal  is  tremendous.  It  is  not  only  my  opinion,  but  what  I  have  seen  going  from  tent  to 
tent.  Several  of  the  tar  canvas  for  floors  has  become  quite  rotten  after  six  weeks  use. 
I  ^  into  Durban.  I  would  not  say  that  Merebank  is  hotter  than  Durban,  but  I  don't 
thmk  it  cooler ;  we  can  never  stay  indoors  at  noon.  There  has  been  much  sicknesa  I 
have  never  been  in  other  camps,  but  I  know  there  is  more  sickness  in  other  camps  from 
what  people  teU  me.  The  people  here  complain  of  the  damp.  They  have  not  told  ma 
that  tney  dislike  this  more  than  other  camps,  but  I  cannot  give  a  definite  opinion  on 
this.  My  own  children  are  in  Merebank  camp,  they  are  healthy.  The  principal  sick- 
ness is  enteric  fever,  measles,  and  whooping  cough.  There  is  no  fresh  milk,  this  makes 
the  children  ill.  In  the  Transvaal  ana  Orange  River  Colony  they  are  accustomed  to 
mealies,  but  they  don't  get  it  here. 

The  ventilation  in  the  canvas  houses  is  not  good. 

T.  H.  Enslin. 
December  23,  1901. 


Enclosure  10  in  No.  15. 

Military,  Calcutta,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Teleguam. 

December  28.  Your  telegram  December  17.  500  Indian  tents,  privates,  British 
regiments,  promised  to  be  delivered  for  shipment  end  of  January  ;  700  more  by  end  of 
February,  after  that  200  weekly  provided  they  are  ordered  by  end  of  this  month. 


Enclosure  11  in  No.  15. 


Military  Governor's  Office, 

Pretoria,  December  24,  1901. 
To  Private  Secretary,  H.E.  the  High  Commissioner, 

Herewith  copy  of  Burgher  Camps  financial  return  for  the  month  of  October. 

Weston  Peters,  Major, 

Assistant  to  Military  Grovemor. 

Burgher  Camps  Department. — Report  for  Month  of  October,  1901. 

Sir,  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria,  December  21,  1901. 

I  HAVE  to  hand  you  herewith  : — 
'1)  Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditure.     (B.) 
^2)  Statement  of  Expenditure  for  October.     (A.) 

^3)  Comparative  statement  shewing  monthly  expenditure  firom  July,  1901.     (C.) 
^4)  Statement  of  receipts  and  expenditure  for  Native  Refugee  Department  to 

October  31.     (E.) 
(5)  Statement  of  the  expenditure  returned  by  Native  Refugee  Department  for 

October.     (F.) 
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Re  Statement  "  C 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  cost  of  rations  per  head  is  increasing  month  by  month ; 
this  is  chiefly  accounted  for  by  the  purchase  of  tinned  meat  to  supplement  the  supply  of 
fresh  meat  firom  captured  stock,  which  has  hitherto  been  supplied  free. 

This  supply  has  now  been  practically  discontinued,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Cold  Storage  Company  for  the  supply  of  fresh  meat  at  all  camps,  which 
will  materially  increase  the  cost  of  rations  for  the  future. 

I  have,  &c., 

Fred.  Lance, 

Financial  Controller. 

General  Sir  J.  G.  Maxwell, 

Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 


Schedule  "B"  to  Financial  Controller's  Report  for  October,  1901. 


Receipts. 

£       8.  d, 
Amonnt  received  from  Treasury    234,505  10    5 

to  30th  September. 
Amount  received  from  Treasury      30,787  18    1 

during  October. 
Amount  received  from    sale   of        1,131    4  10 

skins.  

£266,424  13    4 

27,307    3  7 

8,636  19  11 

122    1  3 

6,713    0  6 

11    5  0 

14  19  10 

1,500  16  3 

13,230    3  1 

2,294    2  7 

674    1  1 

89,051  18  8 


Amount  due  to  A.  S.  C 

Amount  due  to  Paymaster,  Cape 
Town. 

Amount  due  to  Army  Medical 
Stores. 

Amount  due  to  Ordnance  De- 
partment. 

Amount  due  to  Paymaster,  Natal 

Amount  due  to  Paymaster,  Mafe- 
king. 

Amount  due  to  Paymaster,  Pre- 
toria. 

Amount  due  to  I.  M.  Railways  ... 

Amount  due  to  N.  G.  Railways... 
Amount  due  to  Printing  Works... 
Amount  due  to  Sundry  Creditors 


£149,556  11    9 


£415,981    5    1 


Expenditure. 

£       8,  (L 
Amount  expended  to  30th  Sep-    260,103    0  10 

tember. 
Amount  recovered  from  Burgher  241    4    7 

Relief. 
Amount  recovered  from  Insurance  0    6    0 


£259,861  10   3 
Expenditure  as  per  Schedule  A. ..      52,494    9   6 


Advances  to  Native  Refugee  De- 
partment as  per  their  Schedule       11,481    9   4 

Sundry  debits  not  yet  responded  28  17   0 

to.  

£11,510    6   4 


Assets. 


Equipment... 
Buildings    ... 
Live  Stock  ... 
Ordnance  Stores 
Sundry  Debtors 
Stores 
Cash 


8,077  16  11 

6,710  15  10 

42    0  0 

6,947  14    1 

774    4  11 

66,292  18   5 

3,269    8  10 

£92,114  19   0 

£415,981    5    1 


Pretoria, 

December  19, 1901. 


Frbd.  Lanob, 

Financial  Controller. 
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c. 

Comparative  Statement  of  Monthly  Expenditure  to  October  31,  1901. 


July. 

1 

i          August. 

• 

September. 

October. 

£         8.   d. 
Stores  iBBued ...  ,   16,635    7  10 

Medical  Comforts 1,505  18    4 

Clothing,  Ac.,  distributed j     1,127  19    7 

•  1 

Wages,  Refugees  and  Natives       ^.       4,556    8    6 

1 

Other  Charges          ...  |     1,916  16  11 

1 

1 
Staff  Pay !     3,590    0    7 

Railage  of  Stores      ...  !     4,413    1    3 

1 
Stationery  Account i          78    5    6 

Travelling,  Refugees           — • 

Railway  Fares,  Refugees i        198    1    0 

i 
Depreciation  and  Loss        — 

stores  LoBt  in  Transit         177  18  10 

£       s.  d. 
16,032    6    0 

2,688  "4    0 

2,324  13,  7 

5,291  16  11 

1,964  18    6 

3,936    1  11 

4,087    6    2 

91  18  10 

281    2    2 

158    4  10 

£        8.  d, 
17,768  16    1 

2,942  16    9 

3,758  13  11 

5,443    7    8 

.    3,515    9    9 

4,351  19    3 

4,902    0  30 

23    5    0 

1,351    7    9 

64    9    8 

£       «.  d. 
27,398    1    a 

3,643    8    1 

2,514  12    5^ 

6,693  12    (V 

2,545  16    1 

5,243  17  10 

1,732  10    1 

2    5    2 

23    2    3. 

1,707    0    5- 

72  10    ©• 

135  12    1 

Total,  Burgher  Camps     ...  '   34,199  18    4 

Medical  Attendance — 

Other  Centres           531    6    9 

Mafeking      '     5,001  16    1 

36,856  12  11 

1,249  13    3 
4,919  18    3 

44,122    6    8 

535    8  10 
3,422  15    3 

II 1 

51,712    7    7 

54  10    0 

727  11  11 

To  June,  1901,  £129,809.  17«   5d. !   39,733    1    2 

43,026    4    5 

48,080  10    9 

52,494    9    6 

1 
Less  Amounts  Recovered... 

313,144    3    3 
788    3    6 

312,355  19    9 

July 
August 
September 
October     .. 

Pretoria,  December  20, 1901. 

10858 


Rations  Issued. 

1,932,189,  costing  4-24d.  per  ration. 
i,881,692       „        4-70rf.        „  ' 
1,940,779       „        5-45rf. 
2,179,294       „        5-70r/. 
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Nativh  RsruGBS  Camps.— FiNANOiAL 

Receipts. 


To  amounte  received  from 
Burgher  Camps  Depart- 
ment to  September  30    ... 

^  amounts  received  from 
Burgher  Campe  Depart- 
ment, October  1  to  31     ... 

„  Miscellaneons  Receipts  ••• 

fy     i:U,ei  •••  .••  ••• 

,,  Stores,  a/c  in  credit  (due 
Sundry  Creditors) 


£       s.  d. 

5,481    9  4 

6,000    0  0 

4  10  0 

16  3 

1,762    9  8 


£13,249  15    3 


Statement  to  Octobeb  31«  1901. 
Expenditure. 

£     M.    d.     £    t  i 


By  amount  ex- 
pended to  October 
31,  viz. : — 

Rations... 


3,962  15    1 


Sjalaries    and 
Wages         ...   5,048    8    8 

Medical    Com- 
forts       106  19  11 

Miscellaneous 
Charges       ...      178    0    0 

Sanitary  charges        67    1     9 

Stationery     and 
Printing       ...        64    9  10 


Transport        ...        47  15    6 


9,475  10  9 


By  Assets,  viz.  : — 

Blankets     and 
Clothing      ...        30    1     6 

Rations  on  |  Re- 
payment     ...        13  10    0 

Equipment      ...    1,368    4     1 

Seeds 200    2    6 


1,611 18  1 


By  Cash  :— 

Cash  in  Hand... 


...   2,162  6  5 


Expenditure  as  Schedules  rendered  to  September  30, 1901 
„  „  „        October  1  to  31, 1901 


{£13,249  15  3 

£6,490  9  3 
2,985  1  6 


Pretoria,  December  10, 1901. 


£9,475  10  » 
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No.  16. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  January  25,  1902.) 

High  Commissioner's  Office, 
Sm,  Johannesburg,  January  4,  1902. 

In  view  of  the  many  erroneous  views  which  appear  to  be  held  in  England  and 
elsewhere  on  the  subject  of  the  policy  being  pursued  in  regard  to  the  Concentration 
Camps,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  two  circular  letters  from  the 
Director  of  Education,  which  show  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  desired  that  the  work  of 
instruction  aild  conciliation  shall  be  carried  on  by  their  means. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 
High  Conrinissioner. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  16. 


Office  of  the  Director  of  Education  for  the  Transvaal 

and  Orange  River  Colony,  Johannesburg, 
Dear  Madam  (oil  Sir),  December  31,  1901. 

As  it  is  unlikely  that  I  shall  have  the  opportimity  of  welcoming  you  personally 
before  you  begin  your  duties  in  the  schools  of  the  Concentration  Camps,  I  wish  to 
express  in  the  only  way  open  to  me  my  appreciation  of  the  motives  which  have  led  yoa 
to  oflPer  jyour  services  for  educational  work  of  a  kind  as  difficult  as  it  may  be  fruitful 
of  results. 

You  have  come  to  share  with  teachers  who  are  largely  Dutch  the  responsibility 
lef  educating  Dutch  children. 

During  this  prolonged  war  almost  the  first  common  ground  which  we  have  held 
with  those  opposed  to  us,  is  the  schcJol ;  and  in  my  humble  opinion  the  reason  that  both 
races  have  put  aside  their  diflPerences,  even  while  the  struggle  still  continues,  and  stand 
shoulder'  to  shoulder  in  the  cause  lof  education,  is  that  the  teaching  has  been  made 
non-political  in  character. 

We  use  the  EngUsh  language  in  all  subjects  of  secular  instruction,  because  the 
Dutch,  as  well  as  the  British  Africander  population,  recognise  that  the  material  ad- 
vancement (to  name  no  other  form  of  advancement)  of  the  children  in  these  colonies 
is  bound  up  with  an  adequate  knowledge  of  the  EngUsh  tongue. 

Tihe  rfeligious  instruction  of  Dutch  children  we  leave  to  be  given  in  their  own 
language  lest  we  should  produce  a  feeling  of  spiritual  alienation  between  father  and 
son.  To  my  thinking,  the  State  should  not  stand  indifferent  in  matters  of  religion, 
but  should  give  all  encouragement  to  children  to  become  full  members  of  the  Church 
to  which  their  parents  belong.  In  the  Concentration  Camps  the  parents  are  nearly 
all  members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  use  the  Dutch  Bible.  You  will  see, 
then,  that  to  introduce  the  English  Bible  into  camp  schools — ^unless,  indeed,  parents 
desire  its  use — ^would  be  to  divide  a  house  against  itself. 

Your  success  as  a  teacher  under  such  novel  conditions  must  depend  largely  on 
your  willingness  to  learn  from  those  who  have  already  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of 
the  day.  Amongst  the  teachers  now  in  camp  you  will  find  some  who  are  fully  trained 
in  the  best  methods  of  elementary  school  work,  and  others  whose  natural  aptitudes 
are  such  that  they  have  conquered'  the  difficulties  of  engaging  the  attention  of  a  largo 
class  of  children.  Others  again  are  without  training  or  extraordinary  gifts  for  teach- 
ing ;  in  such  cases  you  should  remember  the  spirit  of  devotion  which  must  have  comi 
pelled  the  assumption  of    a  burden  that  there  was  no  one  else  to  carry.    Seek  out; 
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then,  those  who  know  the  children  of  the  land/and  spend  many  of  your  hoiirs  out  of 
school  with  them.  Try  to  learn  something  of  the  Taal,  that  expressive  laifguag6  of 
the  Dutch  Africander  population,  which  measures  and  describes  everything  throtigh 
the  experience  of  farm  life.  Offer  to  talk  of  your  own  home-occupations,  and  to  read 
with  your  new  comrades  the  works  in  English  literature  that  you  value  most.  Ask 
them  to  lead  you  to  the  tents  of  those  among  their  countrymen  from  whom  you  can 
gain  the  deepest  insight  into  the  Boer  character.  In  a  word,  come  among  ydiir  fellow 
workers  as  friends  and  equals,  and  as  messengers  of  peace. 

As  regards  the  children  themselves  I  have  little  to  say  to  you  that  your  own  know- 
ledge will  not  suggest.  You  will  probably  be  struck,  as  I  was,  with  their  charm  of 
manner  and  docility;  you  cannot  fail  to  notice  their  perseverance  and  eagerness  to 
learn.  If  you  observe  other  traits  less  admirable,*  these  only  give  scope  to  your  powers 
as  an  educator.  In  cases  in  which  you  find  apparent  stupidly,  and  a  depth  of 
ignorance  to  which  you  are  unaccustomed,  remember  that  the  difficulties  of  compre- 
hension in  a  foreign  tongue  axe  very  great;  remember  also,  that  many  of  your  oldest 
scholars  have  never  been  within  reach  of  a  school  until  they  were  brought  into  these 
camps. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  ask  that,  if  you  have  any  gift  of  writing  or  of  sketching, 
you  should  lose  no  opportunity  of  puttmg  on  paper  your  impressions  of  camp  life. 
All  diaries,  or  notes  of  events  that  may  seem  humdrum  at  the  time,  all  drawings,  or 
hasty  pictures  with  the  brush  will  be  welcome  to  me  and  to  my  colleagues.  We  wish 
to  have  records  of  a  time  so  unlike  other  times,  and  to  be  able  to  give  to  those  who 
succeed  us  some  idea  of  the  new  birth  of  education  in  the  newest,  of  British  Colonies. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

E.  B.  Saegant, 
Director  of  Education  for  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  16. 


Office  of  the  Director  of  Education  for  the  Transvaal 

and  Orange  River  Colony,  Johannesburg, 
Dear  Madam  (or  Sm),  December,  31,  1901. 

You  probably  know  already  that  the  School-work  in  the  Concentration  Camps, 
for  which  you  have  offered  your  willing  assistance,  is  growing  so  fast  that  it  is  no  longer 
possible  to  find  in  the  Colonies  themselves  an  adequate  supply  of  competent  teachers. 

To  meet  this  difficulty  a  number  of  thoroughly  trained  teachers  from  the  British 
lales  have  been  put  at  my  disposal,  and  will  shortly  be  landing  in  South  Africa. 

They  come  to  you  as  strangers.  In  the  short  time  that  I  have  been  among  you  I 
have  leaamed  sufedent  of  the  hospitality  which  is  characteristic  of  the  Dutch  *ace  and 
of  South  Africa  generally  to  know  that  you  will  do  everything  for  their  comfort  and 
welcome  that  your  limited  opportunities  permit. 

Will  you  also  try  to  show  them  many  things  that  they  must  understand  before 
they  can  become  as  efficient  instruments  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  thi'S  country 
as  I  should  wish  them  to  be  ?  Will  you  take  them  to  the  tents  of  those  among  your 
countr}'men  from  whom  they  can  learn  all  that  is  dignified  and  religious  in  the  lives 
of  the  Africander  farmers  ?  Will  you  try  to  leach  them  so  much  of  the  speech  of  your 
people  as  will  enable  them  to  unlock  the  hearts  of  those  with  whom  they  have  thrown 
m  tneir  lot?  And  lastly,  will  you  forego  any  petty  jealousies  and  continue  to  teach 
by  their  side,  day  by  day,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  advancement  in  knowledge  of  the 
children  entrusted  to  your  joint  care  ? 

I  do  not  mean  these  to  be  merely  formal  questions :  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  me  if 
you  could  write  to  me  in  answer.  Though  I  cannot  promise  to  reply  to  your  letter, 
I  will  think  over  what  you  say,  and  some  time  or  other  we  shall  meet  in  camp,  or  else- 
where, and  talk  over  its  contents. 
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The  fear  has  been  expressed  that  these  new  teachers  are  being  brought  out  to  re- 
place those  who  are  now  teaching  in  the  schools.  There  is  no  intention  to  replace  any 
efficient  ;master  or  mistress,  though,  as  in  all  other  professions,  those  who  are  really 
inrcompetent  must  fall  out  of  the  ranks.  But  there  is  one  class  of  teachers  for  whom 
it  is  my  ctesire  to  find  substitutes.  That  is  the  class  of  very  yoimg  teachers  who  ahow 
considerable  promise  of  future  power.  Training  coUe^  are  l>Bing  made  ready  in 
which  they  may  learn  more  of  their  profession  than  tkej  can  do  ih  the  rough  and 
tumble  of  a  camp  school.  Through  these  training  colleges  I  trust  that  we  may  prepare 
a  generation  of  South  African  teachers  fit  to  hold  their  own  against  any  in  the  British 
Isles,  or  in  other  Colonies,  and  when  this  is  done  there  will  be  no  need  to  apply  to  other 
sources  for  a  supply  of  teachers  for  our  schools. 

Believe  me,  &c., 

E.  B.  Sabgant, 
Director  of  Education  for  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Biver  Colony. 


No.  17. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  1  p.m.,  January  25,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

25th  January.  No.  1.  Referring  to  your  despatch,  27th  December,*  paragraph  fr 
of  enclosure.  You  will  no  doubt  make  sure  that  camps  retain  sufficient  taransport  for 
sanitary  and  other  necessary  purposes,  such  as  water  supply. 


No.  18. 

Governor  Sm  H.  E.  McCALLUM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  February  1,  1902.) 

Sm,  Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal,  January  8,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  you  statement  showing  the  present  and  ultimate 
establishments  of  the  Refugee  Camps  now  in  course  of  formation  in  Natal.  Excludii^ 
that  at  Mooi  River,  which  is  kept  empty  in  reserve  in  case  an  epidemic  breaks  out  in 
some  one  or  more  of  the  other  Camps,  tne  total  number  to  be  accommodated  will  amount 
to  twenty  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

2.  The  tunes  for  completion  will  depend  entirely  upon  whether  the  Public  Works 
D^>artment  and  Natal  Government  Railways  will  act  up  to  their  promises.  I  am 
sanguine,  however,  that  the  dates  will  be  f oimd  about  right. 

3.  With  the  exception  of  Mooi  River,  Howick,  and  Eshowe,  the  whole  of  the 
Refugees  will  then  be  provided  with  hutting.  The  work  on  the  Coast  Camps  was  sus- 
pended for  three  weeks  in  consequence  of  certain  recommendati<Mis  made  by  the  Ladies'" 
Covomittee  as  regards  Merebank.  This  is  a  matter  upon  whidi  the  High  Commissioner 
is  reporting  to  you,  so  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  over  the  same  ground. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McC  ALLUM. 


No.  9. 
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Enclosure  in  No,  18. 
Bdbgher  Camps  in  Natal. 


Name. 

Location. 

Pretent 
Number. 

Number 

when 
complete. 

Probable  time  of  completion. 

Mooi  River 

Howick 

Maritzborg 

Merebank 

Jacobs     

Went  worth 
Eshowe 

Mooi  River        

Howick  Siding 

Near  Maritzbarg 

Eight  miles  from  Durban 
on  South  Coast  Rail- 
way. 

Six  miles  from  Durban 
on  Bluff  Railway. 

Between  Jacobs  and 
Merebank. 

Zululand            

None 
3,333 
2,253 

5,376 

None 

None 

286 

2,000 

(in  tents.) 

3,400 

3,000 

8,000 

3,000 

3,000 

286 

End  of  January.      Everjrthing 

ready  except  water  supply. 
Complete. 

About  a  month.  Additional 
huts  which  are  in  course  of 
construction. 

About  end  of  this  mouth. 

. 

About  end  of  month. 

In  about  a  month. 

Few  new  tents  just  been  erected 
for  some  newcomers.    * 

11,248 

22,686 

,  Thos.  K.  Murray, 

General  Superintenclent,  Burgher  Camps. 


January  8th,  1902. 


No.  19. 
GrOVEBNOR  SiB  H.  E.  McCALLUM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  February  1,  1902.) 

Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg, 
Sm,  Natal,  January  8,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  copy  of  letter,  dated  6th  instant,  relative  to  the 
opening  of  the  new  school  building  at  the  Boer  Refugee  Camp,  Pietermaritzburg.  * 
This  building  I  inspected  yesterday  afternoon,  and  put  questions  to  the  different 
<jlasses  who  were  in  attendance; 

2.  I  was  much  struck  with  the  improved  appearance  of  the  children  since  they 
have  been  in  camp,  and  the  happy  readiness  with  which  they  were  learning  their 
lessons.  They  were  clean,  tidy,  and  nicely  dressed,  and  appeared  to  be  pictures  of 
health,  the  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  camp  being  over  ana  the  amount  of  sickness 
ismall. 

3.  I  am  increasing  this  camp  in  numbers  to  3,000,  and  am  providing  well- 
ventilated  iron  and  wood  huts  for  the  tents,  which  are  tfapidly  wearing  out. 

4.  There  is  quite  a  change  in  the  feelings  of  the  women  in  the  Pietermaritzburg; 
Camp  since  my  last  visit.    Then  the  "  hands-uppers  '*  were  held  in  contempt  by  the 
majority.    Now  the  opposite  feeling  is  apparent,  the  women,  for  the  most  part,  being ; 
anxious  that  their  male  relatives  still  in  the  field  should  surrender  and  accept  the 
inevitable.  ,     , 

5.  I  have  received  no  information  whether  this  change  of  feeling  is  common  to 
the  other  camps,  but  I  shall  make  enquiries  on  my  next  visit  to  them. 
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6.  A  number  of  irreconcilables  there  will  always  be,  however.  I  received,  ye:>ter- 
day,  a  telegram  from  Lord  Kitchener,  asking  me  to  receive  300  such  families  now  at 
Harrismith.  I  am  making  arrangements  to  meet  his  wishes,  and  shall  hope  to  be  able 
eventually  to  send  them  back  more  reconciled  to  the  situation. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McCALLUM. 


Enclosure  in  No.  19. 


Superintendent,  Boer  Refugee  Camp,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  General 
Superintendent,  Burgher  Camps. 

The  General  Superintendent, 

Burgher  Camps,  Refugee  Camp,  Pietermaritzburg, 

Pietermaritzburg,  January  6,  1902. 

At  the  opening  of  the  school  this  morning  I  was  requested  by  the  Reverend 
Murray  and  Mr.  Vermaak,  the  head  teacher,  actmg  on  behalf  of  the  inmates  of  this^ 
camp,  to  convey  their  heartfelt  thanks  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  for  the  com- 
fortable and  commodious  school  building  placed  at  their  disposal,  and  to  express  their 
due  appreciation  of  the  interest  taken  m  the  education  of  the  children  by  the  Natal 
Government. 

F.  A.  SMrra, 
Acting  Superintendent, 

Boer  Refugee  Camp, 
»  Pietermaritzburg. 


No.  20. 

Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McCALLXJM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  February  1,  1902.) 

Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg, 
Sm,  Natal,  January  10,  1902. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  report  on  the  Burgher  Camps,  Natal,  for  the* 
month  of  December.  During  the  time  I  was  absent  from  the  Colony,  and  on  the  sick 
list  on  my  return,  Sir  T.  Murray,  as  Executive  Superintendent,  took  nearly  the  entire 
responsibility,  cpnsulting  me  only  on  matters  of  importance,  and  about  such  matters 
oonceming  which  I  sent  for  him.  He  is  working  indefatigably,  has  effected  great 
economies  in  working  expenses,  and  is  anxious  to  do  all  he  can  to  make  the  Burgher 
Camps  of  Natal  a  credit  to  the  nation. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McCALLXJM. 


Enclosure  in  No.  20. 

General  Superintendent,  Burgher  Camps,  to  Governor. 

Monthly  Report,  December,  1901. 

Your  Excellency,  Timber  Street,  Pietermaritzburg,  January  9,  1902. 

.  The  month  has  been  a  very  busy  one,  but  I  think  I  have  got  all  the  camps^ 
runuing  fairly  well  now,  and  as  I  have  taken  on  an  additional  man  in  the  Head  Office 
I  h  )pe  to  have  a  little  more  time  for  inspecting  the  camps,  and  completing  details- 
wW  3h  have  had  to  stand  over.    There  were  340  new  Minute  Papers  registered  during: 
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the  month,  in  addition  to  others  passing  through,  and  very  heavy  correspondence  in 
connection  with  the  Stores  and  Pay  Departments.  I  have  made  every  effort  to  get 
tjiese  on  sound  lines,  and  hope  they  will  now  run  smoothly.  . 

Stores. — The  monthly  tender  system  answers  very  well,  and  competition  is  keett; 
for  our  business.  Prices  have  been  a  good  deal  lower  on  many  lines.  I  had  the  offer 
of  a  considerable  quantity  of  Sugar  at  12s.  9d.  per  cwt.,  which  I  have  secured.  I  have 
had  some  difficulty  in  getting  supplies  up  by  rail,  and  in  a  few  cases  had  to  buy  locally.) 
I  shall  have  to  keep  larger  reserves  in  the  camps.  I  am  also  considering  the  advisabi- 
lity of  having  a  base  supply  in  Durban  as  an  issuing  store :  some  firms  are  very  slow 
in  delivering. 

Contracts. — ^No  fresh  contracts  have  been  entered  into,  but  I  had  to  take  over  the" 
Sanitary  work  at  Merebank.  The  contractor  went  away  and  was  drinking  at  Isipingo. 
I  commandeered  his  plant  and  put  some  good  men  on.  I  will  now  do  all  this  work  on 
the  coast  departmentally,  cheaper  and  better.  ^ 

Finance. — The  total  amoxmt  received  up  to  December  31st,  1901,  was  £60,000. 
Balance  in  bank  on  that  date  £11,661  13s.  2d.  I  have  not  got  in  all  accounts  from^ 
the  Military  Departments.  A  large  number  have  been  sent  in  for  prior  to  1st  October, 
but  I  have  had  no  instructions  to  pay  these.  The  chief  expenditure  has  been  on  con- 
struction, which  at  Merebank  is  £37,926  6s.  7d.,  Maritzburg  £641  18s.  6d.,  Howick . 
£985  17s.  2d.     Total  £39,554  2s.  3d. 

Camps. 

Moot  River, — The  tents,  store  rooms,  latrines,  &c.,  are  all  there,  but  the  water; 
supply  is  not  yet  completed.     This  willhold  2,000. 

Howick.— T\fis  camp  is  not  being  added  to.    There  are  now  tents  for  3,400. 

i.M(^it^kUrff.^—l  am  replacing  the  tents  with  wood  and  iron  huts,  the  same  as  at 
Merebank,  which  we  find  much  better  ventilated  and  cooler  than  the  canvas  houses. 

.:.  ^  This  .will  be  increased  from  2,250  to  3,000 — the  only  extra  expense  being  the 
additional  huts. 

-^•'  Merebank. — ^This  is  divided  into  three  camps,  called  Windermere,  Hazelmere,^  and 
Grassmere.  When  all  the  tents  are  replaced  with  huts  there  will  be  accommodation 
for  about  8,000.  There  are  issuing  stores.  Superintendents,  &c.,  for  each  camp,  but 
one  general  well-equipped  Hospitsd. 

Eshowe, — This  camp  is  still  being  kept  on.  A  few  more  burghers  were  sent  in 
there  from  Zululand. 

A  new  camp  on  the  Bluff  Railway,  called  Jacob's,  is  well  under  way,  to  hold 
3,000  burghers.  Another  for  3,000  burghers  is  being  built  between  that  and  Mere- 
bank,  called  Wentworth.  When  all  these  are  complete  there  will  be  accommodation 
for  about  22,500  burghers. 

Floors. — The  expense  of  boarding  would  be  very  heavy,  but  I  am  providing  light 
flooring  to  go  under  beds  where  they  have  no  bedsteads,  and  wool  packs  and  other 
floor  cloths. 

Numbers. — The  total  number  of  inmates  in'  the  camps  on  31st  December,  1901, 
was  11,384  whites  and  220  blacks,  an  increase  of  1,018  for  the  month.  At  Howick 
there  were  3,321  whites,  7  blacks;  Maritzburg,  2^253  whites,  124  blacks;  Merebank, 
5,327  whites,  73  blacks;  Eshowe,  263  whites,  16  blacks. 

Accommodation. — There  is  room  for  a  few  at  Howick,  being  now  filled.  Other 
camps  filled  as  soon  as  we  can  take  them. 

Hospitals. — ^At  Howick  the  hospital  accommodation  should  be  ample  as  the  new 
building  is  in  use,  and  the  health  of  that  camp  should  steadily  improve. 
At  Maritzburg  the  new  building  will  be  occupied  in  a  few  days. 

'     'there  have  been  great  improvements  at  Merebank.    Two  fine  new  wards  have 
been  ei^ted.-  Tliere  is  now  accommodation  for  130  beds.     A  maternity  ward  for  six  i 
bfeds  and  a  lying-in  j^m  are  nearly  ready,  and  comfortable  quarters  for  the  nursmg 
staff  provided.    An  isolation  camp  is  also  in  use. 
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Sick  and  Staff. — ^At  Howick  there  are  39  sick,  2  doctors,  3  nurses ;  Maritzburg, 
34  sick,  1  doctor,  3  nurses,  and  the  patients  in  hospital  in  charge  of  the  military 
surgeons.  At  Merebank,  220  sick,  4  doctors,  and  another  on  way.  There  is  a  matrcm 
and  assistant  matron,  11  nurses,  and  10  burcher  probationers.  At  Eshowe  there  are 
28  sick,  but  no  serious  illness,  in  charge  of  Dr.  Case. 

Health. — ^At  Howick,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  both  measles  and  scarlet  fever  have 
disappeared,  and  the  health  of  that  camp  should  improve. 

At  Maritzburg  there  is  some  enteric,  but  on  the  whole  the  health  is  good. 

Merebank  has  been  going  through  the  same  experiences  as  Howick  and  Maritz- 
burg had,  and  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  sickness,  chiefly  pneumonia  and  Inonchitis, 
the  sequel  of  measles  and  whooping-cough,  diarrhoea,  gastritis,  enteric,  and  dysentery. 
There  are  now  very  few  cases  of  measles  in  the  acute  stege,  and  the  deaths  from  this 
cause  will  diminish.  Diarrhoea  has  been  very  bad,  causing  22  deaths,  and  there  were 
22  deaths  from  other  gastro-intestinal  complaints.  Enteric  accounted  for  14  deaths. 
The  medical  report  states  that  as  the  sanitary  conditions  are  being  improved  this  should 
diminish.  Enteric  has  claimed  many  victims  in  private  families  at  Howick  and  else- 
where. A  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  early  in  the  month ;  prompt  measures  were  taken, 
the  whole  tent  and  family  removed,  and  an  isolation  wood  and  iron  camp  constructed. 
Anti-toxin  was  obtained,  and  five  out  of  the  six  children  recovered.  There  have  been 
no  fresh  cases. 

I  have  arranged  for  two  railway  compartments  each  day  to  convey  convalescent 
children  from  Merebank  to  the  Amanzimtote  beach  and  back.  This  should  help  them 
a  good  deal  and  be  a  nice  change. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  148,  being  Merebank,  whites,  men  2,  women  19, 
children  under  twelve  13,  under  five  41,  imder  one  year  28,  total  103.    Blacks  1. 

Howick. — Whites ;  men  3,  women  1,  children  under  twelve  6,  under  five  20,  under 
one  year  7,  total  37. 

Maritzburg. — Whites ;  men  none,  women  2,  children  under  twelve  nil,  imder  five  2, 
under  one  year  3,  total  7. 

Medical  comforts  have  been  freely  distributed  in  each  camp  to  all  sick,  both  in  and 
out  of  hospital.    I  give  the  list  issued  by  Howick  for  tJie  month  of  November:— 
8,886  pints  fresh  milk. 
975  tins  condensed  milk. 
185  bottles  brandy. 

19  bottles  port  wine. 
812  ozs.  Bovril. 
994  ozs.  Brand's  essence. 
1  pint  champagne. 

11  lbs.  arrowroot. 
21  lbs.  pearl  barley. 

8  bottles  methylated  spirits. 
60  tins  Benger's  food. 
1  tin  diicken  ibroth. 
1  lb.  cornflour. 
2,176  bottles  sodawater. 
138  lbs.  candles. 
^  gallon  lime  juice. 
72  bottles  lime  juice,  Rose's. 
24  lbs.  lime  juice.  Concentrated. 
26  lbs.  oatmeal. 
3,835  eggs. 

12  lbs.  butter. 

13  lbs.  tea. 

15  gallons  paraffin. 

Sanitation. — This  continues  to  have  every  attention.  Additional  Inspectors  have 
been  put  on,  and  a  large  stock  of  disinfectants  laid  in.  The  services  of  Dr.  Hhne,  who 
has  had  consideraible  experience  in  large  towns  in  England,  have  been  secured  as 
Principal  Medical  Officer.  He  will  make  regular  inspections  of  all  camps,  and  advise 
me  generally. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


83 

Washing. — ^The  wash-houses  are  all  in  full  use.  Special  wash-houses  for  hospital 
washing  are  erected,  and  several  Burgher  women  employed.  More  bath-rooms  nave 
been  built.  I  was  very  much  struck  by  the  clean  and  tidy  appearance  of  the  school 
children. 

Schools. — Great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  month.  The  new  buildings 
at  Merebank,  Maritzburg,  and  Howick  will  all  be  used  after  the  Christmas  holidays, 
and  the  attendance  will  be  very  much  increased,  in  fact,  I  expect  to  have  to  add  more 
buildings  very  shortly.    Buildings  are  ordered  for  Jacob's,  Wentworth,  and  Mooi  River. 

Churches. — Religious  instruction  and  services  are  daily  conducted  by  the  Dutch 
Ministers  in  each  camp. 

Clothing. — Large  orders  have  been  placed  for  necessary  clothing.  I  have  bought 
most  in  bulk  and  issuing  from  the  store.  This  will  greatly  reduce  the  previous  cost 
when  each  parcel  was  bought  and  sent  separately.  Matrons  and  sewing  classes,  &c., 
are  arranged. 

Food. — ^Everything  issued  has  been  of  very  good  quality,  and  no  dijB&culty  in 
obtaining.  Tea  has  been  substituted  for  Coffee  where  desired.  Mealie  meal  has  been 
issued  aU  round  to  children  as  being  better  and  healthier.  A  ration  of  onions  has 
been  issued  instead  of  potatoes  for  health's  sake. 

There  has  been  hardly  any  trouble  in  changing  the  native  ration  from  the  soldier's 
scale  to  the  ordinary  native  ration. 

Fuel. — ^Wood  is  easily  obtained,  so  no  coal  is  needed.  I  have  the  High  "Commis- 
sioner's consent  to  increase  the  allowance  from  2  to  4  lbs. 

Stores. — ^These  continue  to  supply  the  wants  of  those  who  can  buy.  I  have  no 
complaints. 

Transport. — This  is  being  gradually  taken  over.  I  am  purchasing  cattle  and 
having  carts,  &c.,  made. 

Employment. — ^A  large  number  of  men,  women  and  boys  are  being  usefully  em- 
ployed. The  huts  in  Maritzburg  are  giving  employment  to  many.  The  men  seem 
generally  useful  in  building.  Men  and  boys  are  also  employed  keeping  the  drains 
clean.  There  are  many  applications  for  men  to  be  employed  outside  the  camps.  The 
probationers  in  the  hospitals  are  giving  satisfaction.  I  have  had  a  few  complaints  that 
the  Boer  issuers  of  rations  are  not  fair,  and  they  want  the  English  returned. ' 

All  cofl&ns  are  now  made  at  Merebank,  the  saving  for  the  month  will  be  hundreds 
of  poimds.  Burghers  are  employed  in  making  stretchers  and  various  other  things. 
Those  who  have  done  voluntary  work  in  the  schools  deserve  great  credit.  They  will 
now  be  taken  on  the  Educational  staff. 

Conduct. — There  has  been  the  usual  little  trouble  between  the  "  Handsoppefs  " 
and  others,  but  I  hear  the  women  are  nowgetting  anxious  for  their  husbands  to  sur- 
render.   There  is  rather  a  contrary  lot  in  Howick  Camp. 

General. — ^The  people  on  the  whole  seem  well  and  cheerful  and  contented.  When 
complaints  are  made  they  are  nearly  always  of  an  insignificant  character. 

There  are  a  few  busy  women  folk  who  visit  the  camps,  but  they  can  find  little  to 
ask  for. 

Visits. — General  and  Lady  Lyttelton,  with  Principal  Medical  Ofl&cer  Cleij, 
visited  Howick.  The  Ladies'  Commission  visited  each  camp.  I  assisted  them  in 
every  way  I  could,  and  went  with  them  to  Maritzburg  and  Merebank  Camps.  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  report  on  Maritzburg  or  Howick. 

Merebank  report,  and  the  Medical  Commissioner's  report  thereon,  you  have  had. 
I  have  paid  two  visits  each  to  Maritzburg  and  Merebank.  There  are  often  applica- 
tions from  those  in  Merebank  to  get  their  friends  sent  there. 

I  have,  &c., 

Thos,  K.  Murray, 
General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps, 
Natal. 
To  His  Excellency 

The  Governor  of  Natal. 
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^r\  '  ■  '     .  No.  21. 

.V     -        High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNEItto  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  February  1,  1902.) 

Sir,  High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg,  January  10,  1902. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  January  3rd,*  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose, 
for  your  information,  a  copy  of  documents  on  the  subject  of  Boer  Concentration  Camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

MH^NER, 
High  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  21. 

From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Governor,  Cape. 

Telegram. 

December  30.  Satisfactory  interview  with  Groold- Adams  and  Mansergh.  Latter 
will  be  of  great  assistance  to  us,  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  Cape  Government  for  loan 
of  his  services.  I  find,  however,  that  Port  Elizabeth  and  East  London  Camps  will  not 
alone  relieve  strain  on  tEis  Colony,  where  death-rate  still  continues  very  high.  Would 
your  Government  agree,  seeing  that  Port  Alfred  is  unobtainable,  to  our  taking  two 
•additional  sites  if  we  can  find  them  along  eastern  line,  at  places  like  Kubusi?  Dis- 
tance from  coast  is  no  material  obstacle,  as  it  only  involves  small  increase  in  cost  of 
haulage.  Mansergh  thinks  places  could  be  found,  and  I  have  asked  nim  if  your 
Government  agrees,  to  look  out  two  such  sites  as  soon  as  he  has  started  Port  Elizabeth 
and  East  London.    I  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty  about  this. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  21. 

From  Governor,  Cape  Town,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

January  3.  M.  S.  1.  Referring  to  your  telegram  of  30th  ultimo.  Ministers 
inform  me  that  they  agree  with  the  proposal  that  Mansergh  shall  recommend  two  addi- 
tional sites  for  camps,  and  they  think  the  Kubusi  would  be  a  good  position  for  one, 
and  possibly  the  neighbourhood  of  King  Williamstown  for  another. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  21. 

•  From  Governor,  Cape  Town,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesbu^. 

Telegram. 

January  4.    M.  S.  1.      I  am  informed  that  there  is  Boer  exile  camp  at  Port 
Elizabeth,  estabUshed  November,  1900,  with  about  330  men,  women  and  children. 
It  -is  at  present   under  management   of  military  authorities.     Should  this  not  be 
'  absorbed  into  refugee  camp  there  under  Mansergh? 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  21. 
From  Mansergh,  Port  Elizabeth,  to  Walrond,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

35.     5th.     Please  inform  High  Conmaissioner  that  Fort  Miirray,  vehici  I  men- 
tioned to  him,  is  immediately  on  south  bank  Buffalo  River,  about  four  miles  from  King 

•  No.  15. 
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and  SIX  from  Blaney.  Water  supply  generally  ample.  Position  suitable  and  healthy, 
.^uildings,  situated  on  an  outspan,  necessitating  dealing  with  Divisional  Council, 
would  house  120  to  150  prisoners.  Propose  to  inspect  suitabihty  for- Burgher  Gamp 
,purposes,/whidi  is^  difEMent  matter.  Site  Port  Elizabeth  wind-swept.  •  Ain  moving 
carefuUy.  Water  supply  not  excessive.  Mayor,  Uitenhage,  favourable  therfe,  aAd 
,have  also  in  view  possible  farm  site  that  District.  Am  sending  details  of  camps  accord- 
ing to  plans  of  sites,  and  shall  send  Clerk.  Works,  East  London,  to  peg  out  while  we 
tBtart.work  here. 


■^  TBTncTdsufe  F  m  JNo.*"'2r.'' 

From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Gtovernor,  Cape. 

.'     .  Telegram. 

January  6.    No.  1.    Your  telegram^  January  3rd,  No.  M.  S.  1,  received.    Please 
thank  Ministers  for  ready  manner  in  which  they  have  met  my  request. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  21. 


From  Governor,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  30.  No.  2.  Ladies'  Commission  have  thrown  work  back  nearly 
three  weeks.  Jacob's  Siding  will  not  be  ready  until  end  of  January.  I  should 
Uke  to  help  you  but  can  only  do  so  by  keeping  inmates,  Merebank,  for  month 
longer  in  tents  on  sites  proposed  to  be  abandoned,  vide  my  despatches.  If  you 
lapprove  of  my  doing  this,  we  can  accommodate  overffow^  from  the  Transvaal  t-o 
jtne  number  of  2,000.  If  not,  cannot  take- any  at  present  as  tents  rapidlv  wearing  out, 
and  I  have  none  available.  Let  me  know  your  decision  early.  Am  still  laid  up,  but 
Murray  is  doing  all  he  can. 


Enclosure  7  in  No.  21. 

From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Governor,  Natal. 

Telegram. 

December  30.  There  is  a  serious  fresh  outbreak  of  disease  in  some  of  our  most 
A?xowded  camps  in  Transvaal.  It  is  necessary  to  remove  some  of  them  at  once  if  pos- 
sible. Can  you  take  any  more  people,  and,  if  so,  how  many,  immediately  ?  I  do  ^:ot 
jwant  to  put  more  than  3,000  into  any  camp,  except  Merebajik,  as  it  is  only  out  of  the 
frying-pan,  &c.,  and  as  regards  Merebank,  I  do  not  like  to  add  to  the  number  there 
till  we  have  a  medical  report.  But  if  there  is  no  sign  of  increase  of  disease  there  at 
present,  it  might  perhaps  be  possible  to  send  some  more  there  temporarily,  till  rAher 
camps  are  ready.     I  return  to  Johannesburg  Monday. 


Enclosure  8  in  No.  21. 

Governor,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner. 

.       (9820.    No.  922/01.    December  30, 1901.) 

.I^is  ]?.xcellency 

M      HjGH  Commissioner, 

j  Yqu  may  like  to  inform  Secretary  of  State  of  this  evidence,  that  Merebank 

Camp  is  appreciated. 

H!.  McCixiiuM. " 
December  31,  1901. 
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Application  for  Transfers  to  Merebank. 

800  S.  W.  Odendaal,  applies  for  transfer  of  his  two  sons  from  Burgher  Camp^ 
Kroonstad,  to  Merebank. 

801  M.  van  Bensburg,  for  transfer  of  wife  and  sister  from  Burgher  Carnp^ 
Standerton,  tcJ  Merebank. 

802  D.  P.  Cieliers,  for  transfer  of  wife  and  son  from  Burgher  Camp,  Standerton; 
to  Merel>ank. 

803  D.^  S.  C.  Badenhorst,  for  transfer  of  Mrs.  van  der  Westhuizen  and  fouf 
orphans  of  his  daughter  from  Howick  to  Merebank. 


Enclosure  0  in  No.  21. 

From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Governor,  Natal. 

Telegram. 

January  1.  No.  1.  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  keep  Merebank  inmates  on  part 
of  site  condemned  by  Medical  Commission.  This  being  so,  when  will  you  be  able  to 
take  more  people  from  the  Transvaal,  and  what  number  T 


Enclosure  10  in  No.  21. 

From  Governor,  Pietermaritzburg,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

January  3.  No.  1.  Your  telegram,  1st  January,  No.  1.  Inmates  on  condemned 
site,  Merebank,  will  be  moved  into  new  huts  at  once.  I  can  accommodate  one  thousand 
more  from  Transvaal  now,  and  if  can  arrange  for  water  supply  on  fresh  temporary 
site,  will  repitch  tents  and  accommodate  more  very  shortly. 


Enclosure  11  in  No.  21. 

From  MnjTARY  Governor,  Pretoria,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

M.  O.  4734.  December  30,  1901.  Trust  you  will  jog  Governor,  Natal,  to  take 
more  people.  Bad  report  concerning  outbreak  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  from 
Potchefstroom  not  yet  confirmed,  but  if  traced  it  will  be  necessary  to  at  once  thin  out 
both  camps  and  town.  Seven  cases  reported  in  camp,  three  in  town,  but  doctors  not 
yet  decided  on  nature  of  disease. 


Enclosure  12  in  No.  21. 

From  MiLrTARY  Governor,  Pretoria,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

December  31.  M.  G.  4803.  Reported  outbreak  of  Spinal  Meningitis  at  Potchef- 
stroom. No  fresh  cases  last  seven  days.  Have  been  eight  cases  in  all,  of  which  three 
dead,  remainder  convalescent.  Dr.  Dixon  holds  it  to  be  Enteric,  Dr.  Bird  that  it  is 
Cerebro  Spmal  Meningitis,  Dr.  Pike,  Principal  Medical  Officer,  called  for  opinion,  and 
I  will  hear  to-morrow.    I  agree  with  Dr.  Dixon. 
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Enclosure  13  in  No.  21. 
From  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

January  4tL  No.  905.  Several  applications  have  recently  been  received  by 
Superintendents  of  Orange  River  Colony  Refugee  Camps  from  various  outside  indi- 
viduals asking  for  permission  to  spend  their  holidays  in  these  Camps.  This  speaks  for 
itself,  and  proves  conclusively  that  our  Camps  have  considerable  attraction. 


Enclosure  14  in  No.  21. 

From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein. 

Telegram. 

January  6th.    No.  2.    Following  received  from  Governor,  Cape: — 

Begins :  January  4th.  M.  S.  1.  I  am  informed  that  there  is  Boer  exile  Camp 
at  Port  Elizabeth,  established  November,  1900,  with  about  330  men,  women 
and  children.  It  is  at  present  under  management  of  Military  Authorities. 
Should  this  not  be  absorbed  into  Refugee  Camp  there,  under  Mansergh? 
Ends. 

I  think  this  should  be  done,  especially  as  the  refugees  come  from  Orange  River 
Colony.    What  do  you  say  ? 


Enclosure  15  in  No.  21. 
From  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

January  7th.  No.  911.  Your  No.  2  yesterday.  The  existing  Conoentration 
at  Port  Elizabeth  should,  no  doubt,  be  taken  over  from  the  Military  Authorities  by 
US,  but  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  absorb  it  either  by  moving  Camp 
and  inmates  trom  present  site  to  a  new  one,  or  by  adding  further  niunbers  to  those 
now  in  it. 

Mansergh  is  fully  employed  establishing  the  new  camps,  and  it  would  be  unwise 
to  hamper  him  at  present  by  calling  upon  him  to  take  charge  of  the  old  camps;  rather 
wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  new  man  from  India. 

Have  they  in  existing  camp  any  civilian  staff  which  we  could  take  over  with  the 
oamp? 


Enclosure  16  in  No.  21. 
From  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  to* High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

January  7th.  No.  913.  Your  No.  3  of  yesterday.  I  have  telegraphed  contents 
to  Mansergn.  He  informs  me  that  prepared  site  at  Port  Elizabeth  measures  about 
800  yards  by  750  yards,  and  is,  therefore,  scarcely  large  enough  for  a  camp  of  dimen- 
sions we  suggested,  further  that  Municipality  cannot  guarantee  amount  of  water 
expected ;  he  is,  however,  endeavouring  to  obtain  from  Sf unidpality  some  adjoining 
land,  and  from  Uitenhage  Waterworks  further  water.  Mayor  of  Uitenhage  has 
offered  a  site  near  that  town,  and  Mansergh  believes  he  can  secure  another  site  on 
private  land  close  to  it.  I  have  told  him  to  examine  these  sites  and  report;  this  will 
be  sent  to  you. 
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Enclosure  17  in  No.  21. 
From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Mejtaby,  Calcutta.  i 

Telbg&am. 

January  3rd.  Your  telegram,  December  28th.  The  Orange  River  Colony  will 
take  shipments  of  500  and  700  tents  you  refer  to.  Charge  them  to  Deputy  Adminis-; 
trator,  Orange  River  Colony.  Ship  to  Cape  Town,  Port  Elizabeth,  or  East  Londony 
Please  inform  me  of  cost  as  we  cannot  order  further  quantities  without  kiM>wingi 
pnce. 


Enclosure  18  in  No.  21. 
FrOTi  Viceroy,  Calcutta,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg.  * 

Telegram. 

January  7th.    Your  telegram  of  January  3rd.    Tents  being  sent;   price  360 
rupees  each,  exclusive  of  shipping  freight  from  Bombay. 


No.  22.  , 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBEBLAIX. 

(Received  10.10  p.m.,  3rd  February,  1902.)  .0 

Telegram. 

3rd  February.  No.  124.  Total  numbers  sent  from  Transvaal  to  Natal  up  to 
26th  January  as  follows  :  614  men,  3,014  women,  6,257  children  ;  total  9,885.  These 
figures  do  not  include  odd  families  sent  from  various  camps  as  a  penal  measure. 

Cape  Colony  is  reserved  for  Orange  River  Colony  overflow  and  the  new  camps. 

These  are  being  hurried  on  but  not  yet  ready. 


No.  23.  ; 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER.  ^ 

(Sent  1.20  p.m.,  February  4,  1902.) 

Telegram.  - 

[Answered  by  No.  25.] 

4th  February.  No.  3.  Referring  to  your  despatches,  20th  December,*  Franks'st- 
reports  are  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  except  as  to  Mafeking.  I  assume  that  his  recom- 
mendations have  received  immediate  consideration:  Has  the  pail  system  been  brought 
into  force  at  Mafeking?  Are  there  now  trained  nurses  at  Orange  River  camp?  Has 
the  difficulty  as  to  sufl&cient  water  supply  in  Bloemfontein  camp  been  overcome?  I 
presume  from  your  telegram  of  15th  January,  No.  52,t  that  rations  in  all  camps, 
whether  Orange  River  Colony  or  Trahsvaal,  are  now  fixed  on  uniform  scale. 


'No.  24. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  2.25  p.m.,  February  5,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

6th  February.     No.  1.     Referring  to  your  telegram  of  24th  January,  No.  86,^' 
Mrs.  Greig  and  Miss  Harriet  Green,  who  both  sailed  on  "  Dunera,"  4th  February,  as 

•  Nos.  2,  4,  and  5.      t-Np,  8.  __      ..  J  No.  14. 
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nurses,  have  been  recommended  to  me  as  competent  matrons.  If  you  will  send  then 
to  Natal,  I  will  send  substitute  nurses.  Failmg  either  of  above,  Miss  R.  L.  Mass^, 
nurse,  who  sailed  on  "  Canada,"  1st  February,  would  do  for  matron. 


-  No.  26.  • 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  1.45  a.m.,  February  7,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

6th  February.  No.  132.  Your  telegram  of  4th  February,  No.  3,*  pail  system 
has  been  introduced  in  Mafeking.  Proper  sanitary  pails  having  not  yet  arrived, 
temporary  ones  have  been  constructed.  There  are  now  trained  nurses  in  all  Orange 
River  Colony  camps.  Water  supply  at  Bloemfontein  is  still  a  difficulty,  but  works 
are  in  progress  which  will  materially  help  matters.  Numbers  in  this  camp  will  be 
reduced  as  soon  as  Cape  Colony  camps  ready.  Rations  in  all  camps  are  on  a  practically 
uniform  scale. 


No.  26. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  4.10  p.m.,  February  8,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

[Answered  by  No.  29.] 

February  8.  No.  3.  Report  of  Mrs.  Fawcett's  Commission  is  to  be  published 
directly.  I  understand  that  instructions  have  been  given  that  recommendations  made  in 
regard  to  the  various  camps  by  Commission  in  South  Africa  should  as  far  as  possible  be 
put  into  effect  without  delay.  Reports  now  being  sent  on  to  you  which  will  oe  coming 
to  me  shortly  will  no  doubt  show  fully  what  has  actually  been  accomplished  and  what 
remains  to  be  done.  Some  of  the  recommendations,  principally  those  relating  to  the 
removal  and  reduction  in  size  of  certain  camps,  cannot,  of  course,  be  carried  out  at  once, 
but  if  any  important  recommendation  is  not  accepted  by  you  and  your  advisers  I  desire 
to  have  full  statement  of  reasons  for  view  taken  or  course  adopted.. 


No.  27. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  February  10,  1902.) 

SiB,  High  Coinmissioner's  OflSce,  Johannesburg,  January  17,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  documents  on  the 
subject  of  Boer  Concentration  Camps. 

1  have,  Ac,,  • 

MILNEK, 

High  CommiBsioner. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  27. 

From  DEPUxr-ADMiNiSTRATOB,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg, 

Telegram. 

January  8th.     No.  919.     Mansergh  reports  that  Municipal  lands  adjoining  proposed 
site  at  Port  Elizabeth  ill  suited  for  camp  ;  that  the  whole  camp  is  windswept,  exposed, 

•  No.  23. 

10858  M 
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^towBt,  wath-east.  He  also  adds,  that  Port  Elizabeth  cannot  guarantee  any  water.  He 
j^Ms  to  see  the  Uitenhage  site  to-day.  Mansergh  fully  realises  that  selected  camp  site 
must  have  suflScient  room  and  sufficient  water.  In  the  event  of  further  difficulties  he 
will  proceed  East  London  which  appears  straigKtforward  case,  and  get  the  work  there 
started. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  27. 
From  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfcntein,  to  High  Commissiokbr,  Johannesburg. 

TSUM»UM. 

January  9.  No.  925.  Mansergh  forwards  opinion  of  District 'Stirgeon  and  Civil 
Commissioner,  Port  Elizabeth,  which  endorse  his  opinion  as  to  unsuitabihty  of  proposed 
iMAp  site  there.  He  asks  for  approval  abandonment  of  same.  He  has  inspected  site  on 
Municipal  lands  at  Uitenhage,  which  he  reports  most  favourable  upon.  He  is  to  meet 
Uitenhage  Council  to-morrow  and  come  to  arrangements  with  them  regarding  water.  If 
he  succeeds  will  you  consent  to  formation  of  a  camp  at  that  place  ? 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  27. 

From  Deputy  Administrator,  Bloemfontein,  to    High   Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

T£i;e6eam. 

January  10th.  No.  926.  Your  No.  6  of  yesterday.  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  the 
Attorney-General  takes  no  further  action  in  the  matter  till  you  receive  a  despatch  from 
me  on  the  subject  which  leaves  to-day. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  27. 

From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Deputy  Adbonistrator,  Bloemfontein. 

Telegram. 

January  10th.     No.  9.     Your  telegram   No.    925   of  January   9th.     I   agree  to 
formation  of  camp  at  Uitenhage  if  Cape  Government  consents. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  27. 

Deputy  Administrator,  Grange  River  Colony,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Mt^Lord,  Government  House,  Bloemfontein,  January  10,  1902. 

Through  Your  Excellency's  Assistant  Secretary  I  have  received  copies  of 
telegrams  which  have  passed  between  yourself  and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  Cape 
Colony,  with  reference  to  certain  suggestions  made  to  the  latter  gentleman  by 
Mr.  Mansergh,  dealing  with  the  contemplated  formation  of  Concentration  Camps  in  the 
Cape  Colony. 

1  observe  that  Your  Excellency  considers  that  the  camps  should  be  fenced  in,  that 
you  ask  the  Attorney  General  to  enlist  certain  persons  for  a  Police  Force  to  keep  order  in 
the  camps,  lastly,  that  you  prefer  Military  regulations  being  enforced  in  the  several 
camps. 

I  wish  to  bring  to  Your  Excellency's  notice  the  fact  that  in  the  Concentration  C^ps 
of  the  Orange  River  Colony  at  present  in  existence,  where  the  Camps  are  not  fenced  and 
where  simply  camp  limits  are  defined  by.<k)ttspicuous  beacons  there  is  much  less  trouble 
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in  dealing  with  the  people  than  in  those  camps'  where  the  people  are  confined  within  a 
barbed  wire  fence,  such  as  Kimberley. 

I  fully  recognise  that  where  a  camp  is  formed  close  to  a  town  or  military  camp,  in 
order  to  ensure  separation  a  fence  may  be  necessary,  but  the  fact  that  the  fence  is 
necessary  would  eflfectually  prove  that  the  camp  was  in  an  unsuitable  site,  and  that  there 
was  insufficient  room  for  both  parties.  K  we  can  obtain,  as  we  should  do,  sites 
with  ample  room  as  well  as  all  the  other  necessary  adjuncts,  I  do  not  think  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  enclose  the  camp.  Without  a  fence  the  people  unquestionablv  feel  more 
firee  and  do  not  look  upon  themselves  as  prisoners  ;  at  Orange  River  Station,  tor  instance,, 
we  have  had  a  camp  for  the  last  four  months  containing  some  1,600  people,  there, 
is  no  fence,  and  no  camp  limits  are  defined,  and  we  have  not  had  a  single  desertion  from 
that  camp  ;  the  health  of  the  camp  is  excellent  and  the  people  are  contented. 

When  Mr.  Mansergh  left  here  I  specially  directed  him  not  to  erect  any  fencing » 
works  whatsoever  around  the  camps,  except  at  my  express  sanction. 

Witji  reference  to  a  Police  Force : — We  want  but  a  very  few  men,  and  I  feel  assured 
that  four  men  in  a  camp  of  2,000  would  be  quite  sufficient.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
necessary  that  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Cape  Colony  should  go  to  any  great  trouble 
in  trying  to  secure  men,  and  feel  sure  that  the  required  number  could  be  obtained  at  avy 
time  within  a  day  or  two. 

With  reference  to  the  laws  to  be  enforced  in  the  camps : — Martial  Law  must 
unquestionably  exist  in  the  camps,  but  this  should  not  preclude  the  inhabitants  of  the 
camps  fi*om  taking  advantage  of  Civil  Law  where  it  is  not  in  conflict  with  Martial  Law. 

The  same  system  should  be  introduced  in  the  Cape  Colony  camps  as  that  which  at 
present  exists  in  the  camps  here,  viz. : — The  Superintendents  are  empowered  to  puiiish 
persons  committing  breaches  of  camp  regulations  issued  by  the  Chief  Superintendent, 
punishment  consisting  of  extra  duty  or  a  period  of  confinement  in  a  small  barbad-wire 
enclosure.  Should  any  of  the  inhabitants  forcibly  resist  the  Superintendent  or  commit 
gross  breaches  of  discipline,  the  Superintendent  sends  them  for  trial  before  the  nearest 
Commandant  or  Assistant  Provost  Marshal,  by  whom  they  are  punished  under  Martial 
Law.  No  military  officer  has  any  right  to  interfere  with  the  general  management  of  Ihe 
camps,  except  at  the  special  request  of  the  local  Superintendent  when  the  latter  finds 


himself  unable  to  dispose  of  a  case. 


HisEaaellenoy 

The  Hi^  CommiA9lon^r, 
Johannesburg. 


I  have,  &c., 

H.  Goold-Adams, 
Deputy  Administrator  Orange  River  Colony. 


Enclosure  6  in  No.  27. 
From  Deputt-Apministbatob,  Bloemfontein,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

TSLBGRAM. 

10th  January.,  R.  1410.  Your  No.  5  of  8th  instant.  Only  1,200  tents  required, 
please.  Should  be  glad  if  they  could  be  consigned  to  W.  R.  Jecks  and  Co.,  Port 
Elizabeth. 


Enclosure  7  in  No.  27. 
From  Deputy*- Administrator,  llloemfontein,  to  Hiqh*Commissiojjbr,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

January  11th.  No.  929.  Mansergh  telegraphs  that  he  believes  a  good  site  for 
camp  can  be  secured  near  Fort  Murray,  and  he  is  in  communication  with  Cape  Govern- 
ment about  it  After  meeting  with  Uitenhage  Council  to-day  he  will  proceed  to  London, 
thence  to  Fort  Murray  and  Kabusie. 


10858  M  2 

Digitized  by 


Google 


92 

Enclostire  8  in  No-  27. 

From  Lieutenant-Go VKBNOR,  Orange  River  Colony,  Bloemfontein^to 
High  Commissioner,  Johannesborg. 

Telegram. 

January  11th.  No.  830.  Secretary  of  State's  telegram  with  reference  to  loan  of 
two  officers  by  Government  of  India  for  Camps  received.  As  £u*  as  I  am  concerned  I 
feel  that  general  management  of  Camps  in  this  Colony  would  be  probably  more  efficient 
if  one  of  these  officers  could  relieve  me  of  the  present  arduous  and  responsible  duties 
which  I  have  to  perform  in  addition  to  ordinary  work  connected  with  civil  administration 
of  the  Colony. 


Enclosure  9  in  No.  27. 

From   Military  Governor,  Middelburg,  to  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

1 2th  January. — Have  just  been  over  camp  here.  It  is  quite  excellent  and  the  best  I 
have  vet  seen,  reflecting  great  credit  on  late  Superintendent  Stevens  and  present  one — 
Captain  Johnson — who  is  a  great  success. 


Enclosure  10  in  No.  27. 


General  Officer  Commanding  Cape  Colony  District  to 
Military  Secretary  to  High  Commissioner. 


Stafl"  Officer,  Prisoners  of  War,  Cape  Town,  January  6,  1902. 

Military  Secretary  to  the  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg, 

Monthly  report  on  the  general  work  of  the  refugee  camp  at  Port  Elizabeth,  is 
torwarded  herewith  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Army  Headquarters,  Pretoria, 
dated  16th  November,  1901. 

L.  Heyman,  Lt.-Col., 
Castle,  Cape  Town,  for  Major-General  Commanding  Cape  Colony  District. 

January  4,  1902. 


Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth,  December,  1901. 
During  this  month  I  have  attended  the  following  : — 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


13 


The  health  of  the  camp  has  been  good.     There  have  been  no  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  and  no  deaths.  R.  J.  T.  Wright, 

Civil  Surgeon. 


Siu, 


Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth,  December  27,  1901. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  medical  oflScer'e  report  for  the  month. 
The  food  supplied  continues  to  be  good,  and  there  have  been  no  complaints. 

One  man,  C.  Hoffman,  and  one  child,  Catherine  Brummer,  have  been  admitted  into 
he  camp. 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


93 

^bout  60  pairs  of  stockings  and  20  hats  have  been  purchased  from  the  canteen 
account  and  given  away. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  H.  Fenner, 
Captain  Commandinfir  Boer  Exile  Gamp,  Port  Elizabeth. 
To  S.  S.  0.,  Port  Elizabeth. 


Return  of  Exiles  in  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth 

for  Month  of  December,  190L 

Number 
in  Campe. 

Average 
Number  of 

Siok 
per  Week. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Bate  of 
MortaUtj 
'  among 
Children. 

White- 
Men  ... 

Women        

Children       

24 

58 
198 

1 
2 

4 

] 

1 

^      Nil 

- 

Nil 

Nil 

Total     

280 

7 

Coloured — 

Men  ...        ■•• 

Women        

Children      

2 

1 
^      Nil 

• 

Total     

2 

27th  December,  1901, 

Port  Elizabeth. 


W.  H.  Fenner,  Capt., 
Commandant,  Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth. 


Enclosure  11  in  No.  27. 

soiS  From  Attornet-General,  Cape  Town,  to  High  CoM.\fiS8iONKR,  Johannesburg. 

Telegram. 

soiS  January  8th.  No.  81.  Don't  think  there  will  be  any  diflBculty  in  our  enlisting, 
men.  Should  advise  liberal  terms  to  secure  good  class  but  will  consult  Robinson  and 
inform  you  of  terms  he  suggests.  Will  also  hold  some  really  good  non-commissioned 
officers  at  your  disposal. 


Enclosure  12  in  No.  27. 

From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Attorney-General,  Cape  Town. 

Telegram. 

January  10th.     Your  telegram  ^^o.  81  of  January  8th.     Please  suspend  action  on 
this  matter  till  you  hear  from  me  again. 
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Enclosure  1ft  in  No,  27. 

High  Commissioner  to  Attorney-General. 

January  14,  1902. 
My  Dear  Rose-Innes, 

I    enclose   copies  of  a  despatch  from  Goold-Adams    on   the  subject  of  your 
telegram,  No.  40,  of  4th  January. 

As  regards  questions  of  fencing,  &c.,  I  feel  diat  such  matters  should  be  left  to 
Goold-Adams,  as  the  Camps  in  the  Colony  are  really  Orange  River  Colony  Camps 
transferred  to  the  coast. 

With  regard  to  questions  of  discipline,  it  is  proposed  to  give  to  Camp  Superintendents 
the  same  powers  of  punishment  as  are  given  in  the  Transvaal  by  Proclamation.  Only 
in  the  Colony,  inasmuch  as  Proclamations  of  mine  are  of  no  validity,  regulations  would 
be  enforced  by ■  Martial  •  Law  orders  emanating  from  the  Commander-in-Chief.  These 
same  orders  will  give  Resident  Magistrates  authority  to  deal  with  graver  cases  and  to 
hear  appeals.  In  doing  so  they  will,  of  course,  be  acting  as  agents  of  the  military  power 
and  not  in  their  usual  capacity. 

Yours,  &C., 
•Milker. 
Sir  James  Rose-Innes,  K.C.M.G.,  &c.,  &c., 
Attorney-General's  Oflfice, 
Cape  Town. 


Enclosure  14  in  No.  27. 
From  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg,  to  Viceroy,  Calcutta. 

TELSaRAM.* 

January  11.  Your  telegram  of  January  7th.  Please  forward  consignment  of 
L,200  tents  ordered  in  my  telegram  of  January  3rd  to  W.  R.  Jecks  &  Co ,  Port 
Elizabeth. 


No.  28. 
High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  February  10,  1902.) 

Sm,  High  Commissioner's  OflSoe,  Johannesburg,  January  17, 1902. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  even  date,*  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for 
your  information,  a  copy  of  a  Minute  from  the  Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  endosing 
new  ration  scale  for  Transvaal  Camps. 

I  havei  &c., 

MILNER, 

High  Commissicmer. 


Enclosure  in  No.  28. 

Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  to  High  Commissioner. 

(Minuta) 

Military  Governor's  Ofl&ce,  Pretoria,  January  16,  1902. 
To  His  Excellency  The  High  Commissioner, 

WriH  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  telegram  of  January  14th,  1902, 
No.  1,  as  you  are  aware  the  dietary  for  the  Burgher  Camps  has  been  a  subject  of  our 

— ■ 
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Fravest  consideration,  and  in  forwarding  you  copies  of  the  new  revised  ration  scale 
consider  that  we  have  foreseen  the  deficiency  in  tat  and  provided  for  it.  This  is  more 
a  matter  that  concerns  the  winter,  for  the  frozen  Australian  meat  now  being  issued 
contains  plenty  of  fat,  and  also  the  condition  of  the  live  stock  supplied  is  now  good; 
but  by  the  provision  of  a  ration  of  butter  I  consider  that  the  amended  ration  scale  is 
both  generous  and  excellent. 

In  framing  this  scale,  as  you  are  aware,  the  recommendations  of  the  Ladies'  Com- 
mission and  the  advice  of  the  Camp  Medical  Officers  has  been  taken  into  full  considera« 
tion ;  and -a  Committee  of  medical  experts,  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  Transvaal 
Administration  has  also  been  of  great  assistance  in  framing  the  new  scale.  Ovens 
for  public  use  v^ill  be  cc«istructed  in  each  camp;  in  many  they  are  in  working  order. 

I  am  arranging  that  soup  kitchens  imder  the  orders  of  the  camp  matrons  provide 
wholesome  and  nourishing  soup  for  all  children  under  5. 

I  have  not  received  the  wire  referred  to  in  your  Memorandum,  315/02,  of  the 
15th  instant,  re  telegram  sent  in  reply  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  vnre,  No.  1. 

J.  G.  Maxwell,  Major-General, 

Military  Grovemor  of  l^ret6ria. 


(Circular.    No.  107.) 

Burgher  Catnps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 
The  Superintendent,  Pretoria,  January  13,  1902. 

New  Ration  Scale. 

The  dietary  for  the  inmates  of  fhe  camp  under  your  charge  has  been  revised 
on  the  recommendations  of  the  Ladies'  Commission,  and  the  tepNris  of  the  medical 
officers. 

Rations. — ^As  soon  as  the  necessary  supplies  arrive,  you  will  give  effect  to  the 
ration  scales  as  herein  laid  down,  but  until  their  arrival  you  are  authorized  to  do  what 
lies  in  your  power  with  the  stores  in  hand  to,  as  far  as  possible,  augment  the  present 
rations  to  the  revised  scale. 

Staff. — It  will  probably  be  necessary  for  you  to  increase  the  staff  in  your  Ration 
Department  to  meet  this  extra  work. 

Vegetables. — ^As  regards  the  supply  of  fresh  vegetables,  every  camp  should  be  in  a 
position  to  supply  from  ^e  Burgher  gardens.  Those  camps  that  have  no  ground  avail- 
able must  arrange  to  purchase  locally  or  indent  for  their  supply  to  the  Head  Office, 
Pretoria.  Fresh  vegetables  whenever  procurable  will  be  issued  to  all  over  5  years 
at  the  rate  of  8  ozs.  three  tunes  a  week,  or  in  lieu  thereof,  2  ozs.  of  lime  juice  three  times 
a  week  with  one  additional  oz.  of  sugar  for  each  2  ozs.  of  lime  juice. 

Flour. — The  bread,  flour,  or  Boer  meal  ration  should  be  varied  as  much  as  possible. 
Steps  must  be  taken  to  prevent  any  large  accumulation  in  any  one  pevson  or  families 
hands.    Orders  to  this  effect  have  already  been  given. 

Syrup. — Supplies  of  syrup  will  be  sent  to  each  camp,  and  will  be  issued  as 
directed. 

Fuel. — ^Fuel  ration  cannot  be  fixed  owing  to  uncertaintv  of  supply,  but  should  be 
liberal.    The  maximmn  fuel  ration  for  a  famUy  will  be  100  lbs.  per  week. 

Bread. — It  is  very  desirable  that  the  bread-stuff  ration  should,  if  possible,  be 
issued  in  the  form  of  bread.    Superintendents  must  endeavour  to  organise  public 
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bakeries  with  competelit  persons  in  charge ;  this  will  economise  both  fuel  and  flow 
It  is  rejwrted  that  some  people  are  either  unwilling  or  incompetent  to  bake  wholesoia 
bread. 

Meat — When  meat  is  very  lean  1  lb.  of  lard  may  be  substituted  for  an  eqial 
quantity  of  meat. 

The  Camf  Soup  Kitchens, — These  should  be  organised  under  the  directions  of  tk 
camp  matron  and  her  assistants.  The  Superintendent  will  be  responsible  that  the 
soup  kitchens  are  supplied  with  adequate  meat,  vegetables,  and  salt  for  the  purposed 
making  soup.  Two  lbs.  of  meat  per  week  for  all  children  under  5  may  be  drawn  for  tin! 
purpose.  The  camp  matron  will  be  responsible  that  all  children  under  5  years  have  i 
daily  and  adequate  allowance  of  soup  issued  to  them. 

The  issue  of  medical  comforts  and  stimulants  remains  as  heretofore  in  the  haods 
of  the  medical  oflBcer,  and  he  is  further  authorised  to  order  a  suitable  diet  for  aD 
convalescents. 

The  Militaj^  Governor  is  aware  that  these  scales  are  somewhat  complicated,  and 
that  it  will  entail  much  extra  work  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  sta«ff  of  the  camp, 
but  he  trusts  that  as  heretofore  all  will  do  their  utmost  to  ensure  that  the  woii  is 
smoothly  and  efl&ciently  carried  out. 

Revised  Ration  Scale. 
Weekly. 

For  children  under  two  years : — 

Milk,  14  quarts  (2  bottles  per  diem). 

Flour,  Boer  meal,  or  oatmeal,  2^  lbs. 

Sugar,  6  ozs. 

Syrup,  6  ozs. 

Butter,  4  ozs. 

Salt,  2  ozs. 

Soap,  8  ozs. 

Soup  and  vegetables,  as  supplied  by  Camp  Matron. 

For  children  over  two  years  and  under  five  years : — 

Milk,  14  quarts  (2  bottles  per  diem). 

Svrup,  6  ozs. 

Flour,  Boer  meal,  or  oatmeal,  3^  lbs. 

Sugar,  6  ozs. 

Butter,  4  ozs. 

Salt,  2  ozs. 

Soap,  8  ozs. 

Meat  and  soup,  2  lbs. 

For  children  over  five  and  under  twelve  years : — 

Milk,  7  quarts  (1  bottle  per  diem). 

Flour,  Boer  meal,  or  oatmeal,  5  lbs. 

Sugar,  6  ozs. 

Syrup,  6  ozs. 

Rice,  beans,  or  samp,  8  ozs. 

Salt,  4  ozs. 

Butter,  4  ozs. 

Coflfee,  4  ozs. 

Meat,  3  lbs.      ^ 

Soap,  8  ozs. 

Vegetables,  24  ozs. 
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Adults: — 


Flour  or  Boer  meal,  7  lbs. 

Sugar,  12  ozs. 

Coffee,  7  ozs. 

Meat,  4  lbs. 

Salt,  14  ozs. 

Milk,  1  tin. 

Soap,  8  ozs. 

Samp,  rice,  or  beans,  1  lb. 

Vegetables,  24  ozs. 


General  Superintendent. 


No.  29. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  February  10,  1902.) 

Sm,  High  Commissioner's  OflBce,  Johannesburg,  January  18, 1902. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  even  date,*  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for 
your  information,  a  copy  of  the  new  Ration  Scale  in  Orange  River  Colony  Camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 
High  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  in  No.  29. 


CmEF  Superintendent,  Refugee  Camps,  Orange  River  Colony,  to  High  Commissioner. 

Chief  Superintendent,  Refugee  Camps, 
Grovemment  Offices, 

Bloemfontein,  Orange  River  Colony, 
January  16,  1902. 
The  Assistant  Secretary 

TO  THE  High  Commissioner, 
Johannesburg, 
In  reply  to  your  wire  of  yestewJay'sdate,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward,  herewith,, 
copies  of  the  present  scale  of  rations  prevailing  throughout  the  Orange  River  Colony 
Refugee  Camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  J.  Trollope,  Captain, 
Chief  Superintendent,  Refugee  Camps, 
Orange  River  Colony. 


Present  Daily  Scale  of  Rations. 

Adults: — 

i  lb.  Meat  (extra  i  lb.  to  all  men  doing  hard  work  in  camp). 
I  lb.  Meal  (best  sifted). 

1  oz.  Coflfee  (ground,  pure). 

2  ozs.  Sugar  (white). 
1  oz.  Salt  (fine). 

1-12  Tin  Milk  (condensed). 

•  No.  27. 
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In  addition  to  above  the  following  extras  are  issued : — 

1  oz.  Butterine  per  head  per  diem. 

^  lb.  Eice  per  head  per  week. 

4  oz.  Lime  Juice  per  head  per  week. 

1  lb.  Jam  per  head  per  fortnight. 

Fresh  Vegetables  upon  delivery,  and  in  such  quantities  as  obtainable. 

Children,  five  years  of  age  and  under:  — 

4  4-7  oz.  Meal  (best  sifted). 

4  4-7  oz.  Oatmeal  or  Rolled  Oats. 

4  4-7  oz.  Rice  (best  T.R.)  and  Maizena  (in  equal  quantities). 

2-7  tin  Milk  (condensed,  sweet  or  unsweetened). 

^  oz.  Coffee  (ground,  pure). 

2  oz.  Sugar  (white). 

^  oz.  Salt  (fine  Liverpool). 

1-7  tin  Jam  (imported  1  lb.  nett  per  tin). 

1-7  of  1  oz.  Lime  Juice  (best  pure  U.S.  filtered). 

In  addition  to  above  1  plate  of  Soup  (made  of  meat,  vegetables  and  Pearl  Barley) 
per  head  per  diem  is  given  to  all  children. 

Staff:— 

1  lb.  Meat. 

f  lb.  Meal  (best  sifted)  or  Rice. 

2  02s.  Sugar  (white). 

1  oz.  Coffee  (ground,  pure). 

^  oz.  Tea  (Nectar,  Chocolate). 

1  oz.  Salt  (fine  Liverpool). 

1  1-7  oz.  Rice  (best  T.R.). 

1-7  Tin  Jam  (imported,  1  lb.  nett  tin). 

1-6  Tin  Milk  (condensed,  sweet  or  unsweetened). 

1  oz  Tinned  Butter  (in  1  lb.  tins)* 

1  oz.  Chee&e  (sweet  milk). 

1-7  of  4  ozs.  Lime  Juice  (best  pure  U.S.  filtered). 

In  addition  to  the  above  specified  rations,  Soup  is  being  given  daily  to  all  children, 
and  truck-loads  of  vegetables  are  being  got  forward  and  distributed  as  quickly  as  they 
arrive  at  the  various  camps. 

Bloemfontein,  January  16,  1902. 


No.  30. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Me.  CHAMBER  LAIX. 

(Received  10.14  a.m.,  11th  February,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

10th  February.     No.  146. 

Your  telegram  No.  3,  February  8.*  All  important  recommendations  have  been 
carried  out,  except  as  to  removal  of  Merebank,  as  to  which  my  action  is  fully  explained 
in  despatch. 


No.  26. 
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No.  31. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Administrator  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  2,10  p.m.,  February  11, 1902.) 

Telegram. 

February  11.  No.  2.  Twenty  nurses,  Orange  River  Colony,  sailed  on  "  Canada," 
1st  February,  in  charge  of  Miss  Massey :  twenty  more  sailed  on  "  Dunera,"  3rd  Feb- 
ruary, in  charge  of  Miss  Greene. 


No.  32. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER. 

(Sent  5.20  p.m.,  February  11,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

[Answered  by  No.  33.] 

11th  February.  No.  3.  Matter  most  urgent.  Your  telegram  of  20th  January^ 
No.  70.*  I  have  read  report  by  Medical  Board  on  Merebank  in  your  despatch.  No. 
4,  of  3rd  January,  t  I  have  not  as  yet  received  your  observations,  but  I  understand 
that  you  and  Governor  of  Natal  have  considered  that  report  should  be  acted  upon. 
Ladies'  Commission  recommended  size  of  each  camp  should  not  exceed  3,000,  but  I 
gather  from  Sir  T.  Murray's  report  that  Merebank  is  divided  into  three,  which  may 
be  separate  camps.  If  not,  please  let  me  have  your  reasons  for  thinking  it  safe  to  ex- 
ceed numbers  suggested  by  ladies,  and  also  for  retaining  camp  on  a  site  which  they 
seem  to  have  considered  unsuitable.  There  is  evidently  much  difficulty  in  finding  sites 
suitable  in  all  respects  for  these  camps.  The  health  reports  and  statistics  of  Mere- 
bank  will  have  to  be  carefully  watched,  and  if  there  is  any  serious  cause  for  anxiety  the 
size  should  be  reduced  at  once.  Moreover,  it  would  be  desirable,  I  think,  that  the  two 
Indian  ofl&cers  who  are  to  be  in  full  charge  of  all  liie  camps  should  visit  Merebank 
on  their  arrival  at  Durban,  and  should,  after  making  their  general  tour  of  inspection 
of  the  up-country  camps,  furnish  an  independent  report  as  to  the  site  and  size  of  the 
camp. 

Meanwhile,  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Ladies'  Commission  for  certain  im- 
provements have,  I  assume,  been  acted  upon. 


No.  33. 
High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  10.20  a.m.,  Februar>'  14, 1902.) 
Telegram. 

13th  February.  No.  160.  Your  telegram,  No.  3,  of  11th  February.!  Considering 
the  great  scarcity  of  good  sites  in  Natal,  and  the  need  to  utilize  every  possible  site  to 
receive  the  overflow  of  Transvaal,  and  those  families  which  Commander-in-Chief  has 
sent  down  as  a  penal  measure,  I  do  not  feel  that  Merebank  can  be  given  up.  The 
Ladies'  Commission  saw  it  under  imfortunate  circumstances.  Inmates  have  been  re- 
moved from  part  condemned  by  Medical  Board,  and  all  tents  have  been  replaced  by 
huts.  It  will  hold  when  full  8,000  inmates,  but  as  it  is  made  up  of  three  practically 
separate  camps  I  do  not  think  this  is  a  violation  of  the  3,000  rule.    The  only  thing  which 

•  No.  11.  t  No.  15.  t  No.  32. 

10S.'>8  X  2 
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the  camps  have  in  common  is  the  hospital.  I  will  keep  an  eye  upon  the  death  late, 
which,  considering  the  constant  new  arrivals,  and  the  recent  hot  weather,  has  re- 
mained singularly  low. 

The  other  improvements  recommended  by  the  Ladies'  Conmiission  have  been  acted 
upon. 

I  will  direct  the  two  new  Indian  Superintendents  on  their  arrival  at  Durban  to 
visit  Merebank  and  report  on  the  site  and  size  of  the  camp. 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 

1 


101 


APPENDIX  I. 
[From  '<  Orangb  Bivbr  Colony  Oovbbnmbnt  Qazbttb  ''  of  Dbgbhbbr  13,  1901.] 
(No.  300—1901.) 

GOVERNMENT  NOTICE. 


Krookstad  Watbr  Supply  :  Analytical  Rbport. 


The  Babjoined  Analytical  Report  on  the  water  supplied  to  the  town  of  Eroonstad,  and  the 
Kef  age?  Camp  in  the  vicinity  of  that  town,  is  published  for  general  information. 

H.  P.  Wilson, 
Secretary  to  the  O.R.C. 
Administration. 
Government  Buildings, 

Bloemfontein,  December  11, 1901. 


Report  on  the  analysis  made  of  a  sample  of  water,  sent  by  Dr.  Ewart  Duthie,  Eroonstad.    (Taken 

on  11th  November,  1901.) 

It  was  stated  on  the  accompanying  label  that  the  sample  had  been  taken  from  the  Kroonstad 
water  supply  after  passing  through  one  filter  bed,  and  that  the  river  had  been  coming  down  owing 
to  the  rain.  The  water  was  on  its  arrival  in  Capetown  very  turbid  and  milky,  containing  a  large 
amount  of  inorganic  substance,  viz.,  aluminic  silicate  and  calcic  carbonate — that  is,  calcareous  clay 
in  suspension.  This  suspended  matter  is  in  such  an  extremely  fine  state  of  division  that  it  took 
nine  days  to  obtain  by  settlement  in  the  vessel  in  which  the  water  was  standing  a  layer  of  2^  inches 
of  clear  water  for  analysis.  It  was  impossible  to  obtain  by  the  ordinary  filtering  process  the  water 
in  a  sufficiently  clear  condition  for  analysis. 

The  results  of  the  quantitative  analysis  of  the  perfectly  clear  and  colourless  water  were  as 
follows  : — 

One  gallon  contains  in  solution  : 

grains. 
Silica     -02 


Alumina  an  oxide  of  iron 

Carbonate  of  lime       

Common  salt    ...        ...         ••• 

Organic  substance  :  very  slight  trace,  less  than 


•12 

•58 

1-83 

•01 


The  very  large  amount  of  suspended  matter,  together  with  the  very  small  amount  of  saline 
matter  in  solution,  clearly  indicates  that  this  water  is  rain  water — ^not  spring  or  well  water. 

The  amount  of  salt  in  this  water  is  very  small  and  could  be  augmented  with  advantage  to  the 
health  of  those  who  use  this  water  for  drinking,  by  the  addition  of  one  pound  of  salt  to  700  gallons 
of  water  ;  this  is  equivalent  to  ten  grains  of  salt  to  one  gallon  of  water. 

The  rsason  why  the  suspended  matter  takes  such  a  long  time  for  settling  is  readily  explained  by 
the  absence  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  soluble  saline  constituents  in  the  water. 

The  water  can  be  clarified  by  boiling  and  subsequent  filtering  ;  also  the  addition  of  the  above- 
mentioned  quantity  of  salt  promotes  the  clarification  of  the  water  by  settlement  and  renders  it  i^ore 
digestible  than  it  is  at  present. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  this  water  did  not  reveal  the  presence  of  an  unusually  large 
proportion  of  microbes ;  germs  of  putrid  fermentation  could  not  be  detected. 

The  complete  absence  of  ammoniacal  compounds,  of  nitrates  and  nitrites,  confirmed  the  results 
of  the  bacteriological  examination  as  to  the  absence  of  all  pollution  through  putrid  animal  matter. 

P.  Daniel  Hahn,  Ph.  Dr.,  MA., 

Professor  of  Analytical  Chemistry. 

South  African  College  Chemical  and  Metallurgical  Laboratory, 
Capetown,  December  1, 1901. 


APPENDIX  II. 

[From  "Transvaal  Governmbnt  Gazbttb"  of  January  10,  1902.] 

(Transvaal  No.  2  of  1902.) 

PROCLAMATION. 


By  His  Excellency  the  Administrator  op  the  Transvaau 

Whereas  it  is  desirable  to  make  regulations  for  the  good  order  and  government  of  the  Burgher 
Refugee  ("amps  in  this  Colony  and  for  preservinsr  the  health  of  the  persons  residing  therein  : 

Now,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  me  vested,  I  do  hereby  declare,  proclaim,  and  make 
known  as  follows  :— 

••-  1.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Administrator  of  the  Transvaal  from  time  to  time  to  make  regula- 
tions for  preventing  the  spread  of  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  in  the  Burgher  Refugee  Camps 
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in  this  Colony,  and  for  preserving  the  health  of  the  persons  residing  therein,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  good  order  and  proper  control  of  all  persons  in  the  said  Bargher  Refagee  Camps. 

2.  The  said  regulations  shall  be  published  in  the  Gazette^  and  on  such  publication  shall  be  of  full 
force  and  effect  within  the  said  camps  ;  and  any  person  convicted  of  contravening  any  such  regula- 
tion shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds,  and  in  default  of  payment  to  imprisonment 
with  or  without  hard  labour  for  a  period  not  exceeding  one  month. 

3.  The  Superintendent  of  each  of  the  said  camps  shall  be  ex  officio  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
district  in  which  such  camp  is  situated,  and  shall  have  and  enjoy  and  be  at  liberty  to  exercise  within 
such  camp  over  and  in  respect  to  any  person  contravening  therein  any  of  the  aioresaid  regulations 
the  same  jurisdiction,  power  and  authority  as  if  he  were  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  the  District  in 
which  such  contravention  was  committed. 

4.  In  any  proceeding  relative  to  the  prosecution  of  any  offence  before  any  Superintendent  of  a 
Burgher  Refugee  Camp  under  this  Proclamation  the  form  of  summons  to  be  served  shall  be  as  nearly 
as  possible  as  follows  ; — 

Notice. 
To  A.  B., 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  appear  before  me  at on  the day 

of at o'clock,  to  answer  to  the  charge  of  contravening  Regulation  No , 

in  that  you  did  (here  state  shortly  the  facts  constituting  the  contravention). 

(Signed)        C.  D.,  Superintendent. 
Date 


And  the  form  of  summons  for  compelling  the  attendance  of  any  person  to  give  evideiCice  at  any  such 
proceeding  shall  be  as  nearly  as  possible  as  follows  : — 

Notice. 
To  C.  D., 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  appear  in  person  before  me  at on 

the day  of next,  at o'clock,  to  testify  and  declare 

all  that  you  know  with  respect  to  a  charge  against  A.  B.  for  contravening  (here  state  the  charge). 


5.  The  aforesaid  notices  shall  be  signed  by  the  Superintendent,  and  served  personally  on  the 
persons  summoned  by  any  person  appointed  thereto  by  the  said  Superintendent. 

6.  If  any  person  summoned  as  aforesaid  to  appear,  before  the  said  Superintendent  fails  to  do  so, 
the  said  Superintendent  may  impqse  on  him  a  fine  for  his  default  not  exceeding  one  pound  ;  and  for 
non-payment  may  commit  such  person  to  the  gaol  of  the  district  for  a  period  not  exceeding  seven 
days. 

7.  The  form  and  manner  of  procedure  and  the  rules  of  evidence  in  all  cases  heard  by  the  Super- 
intendent shall  be  as  near  as  possible  according  to  the  laws  and  rules  regulating  the  practice,  form 
and  manner  of  procedure  and  rules  of  evidence  in  the  Courts  of  the  Resident  Magistrates  in  this 
Colony. 

8.  The  said  Superintendent,  acting  under  this  Proclamation,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
upon  the  conviction  of  any  person  by  and  before  him,  by  warrant  under  his  hand,  to  commit  such 
person  to  the  nearest  gaol  or  lock-up,  to  be  there  safely  kept  until  he  shall  have  undergone  the 
punishment  awarded  or  shall  be  otherwise  lawfully  discharged. 

9.  When  and  as  often  as  the  said  Superintendent,  in  the  exercise  of  his  jurisdiction  under  this 
Proclamation,  imposes  a  sentence  on  any  person  convicted  before  him  exceeding  a  fine  of  two  pounds 
or  imprisonment  for  fourteen  days  he  shall  forthwith  forward  the  evidence  taken  by  him  against 
Buch  person  to  the  Legal  Adviser  to  the  Transvaal  Administration,  who  shall  have  the  power,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorised  to  exercise  such  power,  of  confirming,  reducing,  or  quashing  such  sentence  as 
niay  appear  to  him  right. 

10.  (1.)  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Superintendent  of  any  camp  to  requisition  the  services  of  any 

male  inmate,  and  any  animals  or  vehicles  the  property  of  any  inmate  of  such  camp,  for 
such  work  as  he  may  consider  necessary  to  be  undertaken  for  the  proper  carrying  out  of 
this  Proclamation  and  the  regulations  made  thereunder. 
(2.)  The  remuneration  for  such  services,  animals  and  vehicles  as  aforesaid  shall  be  fixed  by 

regulations. 
(3.)  Any  person  refusing  to  comply  with  any  requisitioning  order  issued  by  the  Superin- 
tendent under  this  section  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  pounds,  and  in  default   of 
payment  to  imprisonment  with  or  without  hard  labour  for  a  period  not  exceeding  a  fortnight. 

God  Save  the  King. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  Johannesburg,  this  6th  day  of  January,  1902. 

MILNER, 

Administrator. 
Bv  Command  of  His  Excellency  the  Administrator, 
'      *  G.  V.  FlDDES, 

Secretary  to  the  Transvaal  Administration. 
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Schedule. 

Whereas  by  above  Proclamation,  No.  2  of  1902,  by  His  Excellency  the  Administrator  of  the 
Transvaal,  it  is  provided  : — That  it  shall  be  lawfnl  for  the  said  Administrator  from  time  to  time  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  purposes  indicated  in  the  said  Proclamation : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  hereby  made  known  to  all  the  inmates  of  the  Burgher  Refugee  Camps 
within  this  Colony  that  in.terms  of  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  Proclamation,  the  following  rules 
and  regulations  have  been  issued  by  the  said  Administrator,  and  shall  be  of  full  force  and  effect 
within  the  said  Burgher  Refugee  Camps  : — 

1   The  following  acts,  matters,  and  things  are  prohibited  : 
(a)  The  depositing  or  throwing  of  slops,  filthy  water,  urine,  excreta,  or  refuse  of  any  other 
kind  on  the  ground  or  within  the  precincts  of  the  camp,  or  in  any  other  but  the  places 
indicated  and  set  aside  for  this  purpose  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  said  camp  or  his 
subordinates. 
(&)  The  relieving  of  nature  in  any  other  place  or  places  than  those  specially  set  apart  and  indi- 
cated for  that  purpose,  or  defiling  such  places  in  any  manner, 
(c)  The  wilful  destruction  of  any  tents,  utensils,  bedding,  clothing,  fencing,  gardens,  planta- 
tions, or  other  property  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  Government,  intended  for  the  use  of 
the  inmates  of  any  Camp,  or  the  wilful  destruction  of  any  property  of  whatsoever  kind 
belonging  to  or  in  the  lawful  possession  of  any  of  the  inmates  of  the  said  Camp. 
{d)  Trespassing  in  the  hospitals,  waitls,  or  any  other  place  or  places  intended  for  the  sole  use 

of  the  Superintendent  or  other  Officials  of  the  Camp. 
($)  The  washing  of  clothes,  soiled  linen,  cutlery  or  cooking  utelisils  in  any  other  place  or  places 
than  those  indicated  and  set  apart  for  that  purpose  by  the  Superintendent  or  his  sub- 
ordinates. 
(/)  The  giving  of  medicines,  liquids  or  solids,  or  any  kind  of  food  to  any  patient  or  patients 
in  the  hospitals  or  wards,  and  which  patient  or  patients  are  under  the  charge  and  care 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Camp,  without  the  previous  permission  of  the  Medical 
Officer  having  been  obtained. 

2.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Superintendent  of  the  Camp  or  any  other  person  appointed  by  him 
to  this  end,  on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  such  camp,  to  order  the  removal  of  any  patient 
or  sick  person  to  the  Hospital  or  other  place  set  apart  for  this  purpose  within  the  Camp,  and  any 
person  receiving  any  order  to  effect  such  removal  shall  comply  therewith,  and  anyone  within  the 
Camp  obstructing  any  such  Superintendent,  his  nominee,  or  the  Medical  Officer,  in  the  removal  of 
any  such  patient  or  sick  person  to  such  Hospital  or  ward  shall  be  deemed  to  have  contravened  this 
regulation  and  shall  be  liable  to  the  punishments  set  forth  in  the  aforegoing  Proclamation. 

3.  It  is  incumbent  upon  all  inmates  of  the  Camp  to  report  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  said 
Camp,  or  to  his  nominee,  all  cases  of  death,  birth  or  illness  within  the  said  Camp,  and  which  may 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  such  person. 

4.  (a)  The  remuneration  for  the  services  of  any  male  inmate  of  a  Camp  under  section  10  of 
the  Proclamation  shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent,  but  shall  not  exceed 
2$.  6d,  per  day. 
(6)  The  following  remuneration  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner  of  any  cattle  or  vehicles 
requisitioned  under  the  aforesaid  section  of  the  Proclamation  : 

(a)  The  sum  of  Is.  per  diem  per  team  of  8  or  10  oxen  ;  or, 

Id.  per  diem  for  each  ox,  where  less  than  8  are  requisitioned. 

(b)  The  sum  of  6d.  per  diem  for  each  horse  or  mule. 

(c)  The  sum  of  3d.  per  diem  for  each  donkey. 


APPENDIX   III. 

REFUGEE  CAMPS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Statistics  for  the  Month  op  January,  1902. 


White. 

White  (deaths). 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Natal          

1,386 

4,965 

5,855 

12,206 

5 

20 

68 

93 

Cape  Colony         

23 

57 

197 

277 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Orange  River  Colony      

7,137 

16,156 

18,447 

41,740 

108 

283 

459 

850 

Transvaal 

10.326 

23,384 

26,443 

60,153 

56 

284 

522 

862 

Total 

18,872 

44,562 

50,942 

114,376 

169 

587 

1,049 

1,8C5 

N.B. — ^These  statistics  are  from  29th  December  to  1st  February  inclusive.  All  returns  of  children 
are  in  this  table  on  the  basis  of  under  12  years.  For  previous  months  the  returns  of  children  for 
Orange  River  Colony  were  on  the  basis  of  under  15  years. 
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Ditto 
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sioner  Lord  Milner. 
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Ditto 


High  Commissioner 
Lord  Milner. 


Ditto 
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River 
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Transvaal 
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1. 


Natal 


Natal 


Cape 
Colony. 


Telegram 
231. 


1902. 


January  24 
(Rec:  Feb.  17.) 
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(Rec.  Feb.  22.) 


March  4 


February  6 
(Rec.  March  8.) 


February  13 
(Rec.  March  8.) 


February  14 
(Rec.  March  8.) 


February  14 
(Rec.  March  8.) 


March  7 
(Rec.  March  8.) 


Transmits  Chief  Superintendent's  Re- 
port on  Orange  River  Colony  for 
December,  1901. 

Trdusmits    copy   of    Minute  from   the       11 
Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  covering 
reports  on  the  Transvaal  Camps  for 
December. 


Approves  the  proposal  to  adopt  portable       19 
huts  of  a  permanent  character  as  soon 
as  he  can  fix  upon  a  satisfactory  type. 


Forwards  new  Regulations  for  Camps.  19 


Transmits  the   Report    of  the  General       21 
Superintendent  for  January. 


Transmits  copy  of  Monthly  Report  from      23 
the  Commandant  of  the  Port  Elizabeth 
Camp. 


Transmits  copy  of  a  despatch  from  the  24 
Governor  of  Natal,  relative  to  Mere- 
bank  Camp,  and  of  one  from  the 
Military  Governor  of  Pretoria,  en- 
closing financial  statements,  &c.,  for 
the  Transvaal  Camps. 


Reports    what   is   being    done  in    the      32 
matter  of  the  provision  of  huts. 
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SOUTH    AFRICA. 


FURTHER    PAPERS    . 

KELATING    TO   THE 

WORKING   OF  THE    REFUGEE   CAMPS 

IN 

SOUTH    AFRICA. 


No.  1. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MLLNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  February  17,  1902.) 

Sir,  High  Commissioner's  Office,  Johannesburg,  January  24,  1902. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  documents  on  the 
subject  of  Boer  Concentration  Camps  in  Orange  River  Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 

High  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

Deputy  Administrator,  Orange  Hiver  Colony,  to  High  Commissioner. 

Government  Offices,  Bloemfontein, 
My  Lord,  Orange  River  Colony,  January  16,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  in  duplicate,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Superintendent  of  Refugee  Camps  in  the  Orange  River  Colony,  upon 
the  work  of  his  department  during  the  month  ending  December  31st,  1901. 

The  report  on  the  whole  seems  satisfactory.  The  death  rate  shows  a  decrease  of 
90  deaths,  when  compared  with  the  returns  of  last  month,  and  the-  progress  made  in 
camp  industries  and  education  is  most  gratifying. 

Finally,  I  would  draw  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  number  of  applications  that 
were  received  from  families  to  spend  their  Christmas  holidays  in  the  Camps,  which  clearly 
shows  that  they  are  not  looked  upon  with  horror. 

I  have,  &c., 

H.  GooLD- Adams. 
Hk  Excellency, 

The  High  Commissioner,  Johannesburg. 
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Government  Offices,  Bloemfontein, 
Sir,  Orange  River  Colony,  January  10,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  tnis  my  monthly  report  on  Refugee  Camps  for  the 
month  ending  31st  December,  1901,  with  a  view  to  same  being  submitted  to  His  Excellency 
the  High  Commissioner. 

!•  Distribution  of  Camps. — No  additional  Camps  have  been  formed  during  the  past 
month,  but  the  Kroonstad  Camp  has  already  been  moved  to  fresh  ground,  and  the  site  of 
the  Brandfort  Refugee  Camp  is  now  being  changed. 

A  list  of  Camps,  giving  distribution  at  each  place,  is  shown  as  under  : — 
Return  op  Strength  on  the  SIst  December,  1901. 


Camp, 

1 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total 

Aliwal  North 

673 

1,607 

2,275 

4,5,'>5 

Bloemfontein 

683 

1,969 

3,397 

6,049 

Brandfort          

469 

1,453 

2,299 

4,221 

Bethulie 

493 

1,484 

2,278 

4,255 

Heilbron            

390 

955 

1,727 

3,072 

Harrismith        

150 

544 

929 

1,623 

Kroonstad          

526 

1,205 

1,942 

3,673 

Eimberley         

600 

1,196 

2,071 

3,867 

NorvalB  Pont 

539 

1,071 

1,618 

3,228 

Springfontein 

361 

865 

1,367 

2,593 

Vredefort  Road            

243 

638 

1,086 

1,967 

Winburg 

391 

1,007 

1,597 

2,995 

Orange  River 

158 

543 

956 

1,657 

Totals     

5,676 

14,537 

23,542 

43,755 

N.B. — Children  are  classified  in  all  Retnms  as  15  and  under  to  the  end  of  December,  1901. 

2.  Hospital  Staff. — Attached  will  be  found  a  list  showing  distribution  of  Medical 
Officers  and  Hospital  Staff  in  the  Orange  River  Colony  Kefugee  Camps  on  the 
31st  December,  1901.     Vide  Annexure  A. 

3.  Death  Rate. — I  am  pleased  to  report  a  considerable  decrease  on  last  month's 
figures.     The  death  rate,  however,  is  still  abnormally  high. 

Enteric  Fever  has  made  its  appearance  in  most  of  the  Camps,  but  it  is  not  in  the 
Refugee  Camps  alone  that  this  disease  at  present  exists,  for  in  the  majority  of  the  towns 
in  the  Orange  River  Colony  this  illness  is  now  exceptionally  prevalent.  I  do  not 
anticipate  any  increase  in  the  death  rate  on  this  account,  as  the  disease  is  being  ably  coped 
with  by  the  medical  officers. 

The  weather  during  the  past  month  has  been  phenomenally  hot,  with  entire  absence 
of  rain  ;  this  has  seriously  diminished  the  available  water  supply  in  most  camps,  and  has 
been  very  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  ;  in  fiwit,  the  presence  of  enteric 
tever  is  probably  largely  due  to  this  cause. 

Bore  holes  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  at  all  camps,  but  the  supply  has  been 
most  uncertain  ;  many  yielding  when  first  sunk,  as  much  as  600  gallons  an  hour,  and  now 
only  producing  about  one-tenth  of  that  amount. 
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Elaborate  water  schemes  are  now  under  construction  at  Kroonstad  and  Winburg  at  a 
cost  of  £1,040  and  £700  respectively  ;  the  water  is  laid  on  by  gravitation  from  the  Town 
Water  Works  at  the  former  place,  and  is  being  pumped  by  means  of  an  oil  engine  from 
the  Town  Well  at  the  latter,  which  supply  will  soon  be  augmented  from  a  natural  spring 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  camp,  the  water  being  conducted  in  pipes  by  gravitation. 

Kroonstad  will  receive  11,000  gallons  and  Winburg  24,000  per  day  of  12  hours  from 
these  various  sources.  I  hope  to  have  them  complete  by  the  end  of  this  month.  These 
supplies  should  materially  improve  the  general  health  of  these  camps  and  ought  to  cause 
a  decrease  in  the  present  rate  of  mortality. 

The  epidemics  of  Broncho-Pneumonia  and  Measles  have  now  largely  decreased  in  all 
camps,  and  it  will  be  observed  from  the  returns  enclosed  that  comparatively  few  deaths 
from  tiiese  causes  have  occurred  during  the  past  month. 

Statistics  showing  distribution  of  deaths  will  be  found  as  under  ;  I  again  wish  to 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  which  has  so  often  been  pointed  out,  both  by  myself  and  others, 
that  the  population  of  refugee  camps  cannot  be  taken  as  anywhere  approaching  the 
normal  population  of  any  urban  or  rural  districts.  This  is  attributable  to  the  small 
number  of  able-bodied  men  as  compared  with  that  of  women  and  especially  small 
children. 

Death  Statistics. 


Camp. 

Totol  Inmates. 

Total  Deaths. 

Aliwal  North 

4,555 

54 

Bloemfontein 

6,049 

184 

Brandfort          

4,221 

130 

Bethalie 

4,255 

276 

Heilbron           

3,072 

124 

HarriBmith       ...        

1,623 

63 

EIroonstad         

3,673 

153 

Kimberley        

3,867 

12 

Nervals  Pont 

3,228 

35 

Springfontein 

2,593 

69 

Vredefort  Road 

1,967 

60 

Winbai^            

2,995 

81 

Orange  River 

Totals 

1,657 

9 

, 

43,755 

1,250 

The  above  shows  1,250  deaths  as  against  1,340  during  the  preceding  month.  The 
number  of  men  who  died  during  the  month  is  85,  and  the  number  of  women  255,  and 
the  number  of  children  910.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  month.  Measles 
accounted  for  60,  Bronchial  Complaints  for  275,  Enteric  Fever  and  Gastric  Complaints 
for  590,  as  against  284,  308,  and  225  respectively  during  the  month  of  November. 

Although  the  great  influx  of  Refugees  has  stopped  there  has  been  a  certain  number 
of  persons  recently  brought  in,  in  a  bai  state  of  health,  who  are  consequently  liable  to 
contract  any  disease  which  may  be  prevalent. 


There  were  79  births  during  the  month. 
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A  table  showing  the  weekly  number  of  sick  in  Hospitals  in  each  Camp  and  the 
number  of  deaths  among  same  will  be  found  as  under  : — 


Camp. 


l8t  to  7th. 


7th  to  15th. 


15th  to  22nd. 


Patients.  |    Deaths,    i  Patients.      Deaths.      Patients.      Deaths. 


22nd  to  31ft. 
Patients.      Deaths. 


Aliwal  North        

39 

4 

41 

5 

42 

63 

7 

Bloemfontein        

250 

23 

212 

20 

220 

27 

295 

27 

Bralidfort 

161 

13 

162 

13 

181 

22 

192 

22 

Bethulie     

164 

11 

188 

24 

257 

21 

354 

54 

Heiibron 

91 

3 

109 

14 

"72 

12 

104 

21 

Harrtstnith            

28 

2 

21 

4 

44 

3 

66 

4 

Eroonstad             

162 

28 

162 

28 

178 

17 

181 

15 

Kimberlej- 

34 

1 

31 

2 

29 

2 

38 

2 

Nervals  Pont        

110 

8 

114 

6 

110 

7 

121 

4 

Springfontein       

63 

13 

75 

4 

78 

11 

99 

9 

Vredefort  Road     

45 

4 

54 

4 

61 

3 

66 

7 

Winbnrg    ...        

57 

2 

42 

9 

45 

2 

76 

9 

Orange  River        

30 

1 

8 

1 

44 

1 

28 

— 

Total 

1,234 

113 

1,219 

134 

1,361 

128 

1,683 

181 

The  actual  number  of  cases  treated  in  hospitals  during  the  month  were  males,  357, 
females,  971,  and  children  1,385,  out  of  which  there  died,  males,  53,  females,  214,  and 
children  289. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  treated  in  their  own  tents  15,985,  out  of  which 
there  died  694. 

Unfortunately  the  military  authorities  found  it  necessary  during  the  month  to 
commandeer  for  their  hospitals  a  supply  of  180  pints  of  fresh  muk  per  diem,  which  I  had 
arranged  for  a  local  farmer  to  provide.  I  have,  however,  made  arrangements  with  another 
dairyman  to  supply  200  pints  per  diem  to  the  Bloemfontein  hospital ;  this  supply  has, 
I  regret  to  say,  partially  deprived  the  Bloemfontein  townspeople  of  their  fresh  nulk,  and 
the  medical  officers  of  the  town  are  at  present  clamouring  in  consequence,  their  complaint 
being  that  the  loyalists  of  the  town  have  to  suffer  thereby,  especially  the  enteric  patieiks 
in  tneir  care.  Arrangements  have,  however,  been  made  for  a  supply  of  milk  to  be 
furnished  by  the  Agricultural  Department,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  minimise  the  last 
named  grievance. 

Attached  will  be  found  a  classification  of  deaths  in  each  e&mp  for  the  month  of 
December,  arranged  in  periods  of  five  years.      Vide  Annexure  B. 

4.  Sanitation. — Sanitation  in  the  camps  is  in  a  thoroughly  efficient  state.  The 
latrine  accommodation  in  all  camps,  with  the  exception  of  Bethulie,  is  satisfactory  ;  the 
Chief  Ordnance  Officer  appears  to  find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  get  forward  250  latrine 
buckets  for  this  camp ;  they  were  applied  for  on  the  7th  December  last,  and  the  Chief 
Ordnance  Officer  has  been  written  to  almost  daily  asking  him  to  hasten  them. 

I  have  now  for  some  time  found  it  ad\4sable  to  order  my  .goods  direct  from  the  coast, 
and  thus  manage  to  procure  them  quicker  ;  the  Ordnance  Department  is  often  short  of 
stock,  and  some  items  that  are  required  for  Refugee  Camps  are  not  kept  by  them  at  all. 
Efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Department  to  procure  .them,  but  not  always  with 
success. 

5.  Health. — The  general  state  of  health  continues  unsatisfectory.  This  is  chiefly  due 
to  the  prevalence  of  enteric  fever  now  existing  in  certain  camps,  but  which  I  trust  will 
abate  during  the  course  of  the  month  ;  if  we  receive  the  rain  which  ought  to  fidl,  water 
difficulties  should  be  lessened  and  the  temperature  lowered. 
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Sickness  is  not  entirely  confined  to  the  refugees,  as  the  Staffs  at  the  various  camps 
have  suflEered  to  a  certain  extent.  I  may  mention  as  examples,  Mr.  (iostling,  Suporiiji- 
tendent  of  the  Refugee  Camp,  Sprmfffontein,  whose  death  I  commented  on  in  my  report 
for  the  month  of  October.  Mr.  de  Villiers,  an  influential  former  of  the  Rethulie  distriot, 
who  acted  as  issuer  at  the  Bethulie  Refugee  Camp,  died  last  month  ;  he  was  very  muqh 
respected  by  the  refugees  in  general,  and  a  most  conscientious  adud  painstaking  official ; 
his  loss  was  severely  felt  and  deplored  in  the  camp. 

The  Nursing  otaff  has  also  suflEered  in  this  respect :  for  example,  Nurses  Pollard  ^nd 
Yong,  who  died  whilst  in  execution  of  their  duty.  Tbore  are  a  good  many  cases  of 
sickness  amongst  the  staff  at  present,  amongst  whom  ace. Mr.  Randle,  Superintendent 
Refugee  Camp,  Brandfort,  whose  condition  is  serious  ;  Mr.  Percival,  cVssistant  Sup€isin- 
tendent  of  the  Refugee  Camp,  Bethulie  :  Mr.  Wedderhurn.  Clerk,  Refugee  Camps, 
Brandfort ;  Dr.  Madden,  of  the  Bethulie  Refugee  Camp  ;  Dr.  DeKook,  of  the  Orai^« 
River  Refugee  Camp  ;  and  Dr.  Stewart,  of  the  Bloemfontein  C^mp,  all  of  whom  contracted 
entmc  fever  whilst  in  execution  of  dieir  duty. 

6.  No  additional  reports  or  returns  have  been  called  for  since  my  report  for  the  mondi 
of  November  was  submitted. 

7.  Financial. — The  nett  expenditure  during  December  was  £64,346  IG^*.  lOflf.,  making 
a  total  expenditure  to  the  31st  December  of  £473,497  5^.  8rf. 

The  average  number  in  camps  during  December  was  44^371,  at  an  average  cost  per 
person  of  l\\d.  per  day. 

8.  Spiritual. — The  following  changes  have  been  madie  during  the  iQonth  on  the 
staff  of  Dutch  Reformed  Ministers.  At  Bloemfontein,  tiie  Rev.  V,  D.  Merwe,  and  at 
Kimberley,  the  Rev.  Bosman  has  been  appointed  to  assist  the  Rev.  Perold. 

9.  Fuel  and  Transport. — Fuel. — The  amount  of  fuel  supplied  to  camps  is  now  amply 
sufficient. 

Transport. — There  has  been  an  improvement  under  this  heading.  The  military 
authorities  will  no  longer  help  with  waggons,  but  1 7  cast  artillery  horses  have  been  sold 
to  the  Refugee  Camps  Department,  and  I  shortly  hope  to  secure  more  ;  I  am  now  able 
to  hire  a  certain  number  of  wagons  and  have  purchased  32  Sjcotch  carts  in  the  Cape  Colony. 
As  regards  railway  transport,  matters  ure  on  a  more  aatis&ctory  basis,  but  the  trucks  are 
generally  delayed  two  or  three  waeks  at  the  coast. 

10.  Shops. — Matters  are  now  £Burly  aatisfactory  under  this  heading,  and  the  majority 
of  shops  are  well  stocked. 

11.  Clothing. — 'The  sum  of  £401  Is.  4rf,  has  heen  spent  on  clothing  free  to  refugees 
in  camps  during  Deceoiber. 

12.  Supplies. — The  excellence  of  the  quality  of  supplies  lias  in  po  way  diminished. 
The  extra  rations  o£  jam  iMid  lime  juice  are  giving  great  satia&fition.  Three  truck  loads 
oi  fresh  vegetables  per  week  are  ordered  and  would  hav^  been  ^delivered  some  days  ago  if 
the  Cape  marohants  had  worked  through  the  Christmas  holidays.  A  caj*bonaceous  food 
having  been  recommended  by  the  medical  officers,  buitterine  has  been  ordered  and  a  ration 
of  half-ounce  per  head  per  day  will  shortly  be  issued. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  ignorance  of  some  of  the  Boer  mothers  prevents  their 
making  full  use  of  the  rations  supplied  them  for  their  children  ;  such  things  as  oatmeal, 
maizena,  &c.,  are  new  articles  of  diet  to  them,  and  their  use  is  not  recognised.  In  some 
cases  the  oatmeal  was  supposed  to  be  food  for  fowls,  and  the  jelly  md  maizena  were 
mixed  together  in  a  mess  and  eaten  by  the  adults. 

13.  Camp  Industries. — The  various  workshops  in  the  Refugee  Camps,  with  Refugee 
labour,  are  now  a  great  sueQess — carpenters',  wheelwrights',  tinsmiths'^  blacksmiths',  and 
bootmakers'  shops  are  doing  a  large  business  ;  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  give  out  work  to 
the  contractors  ;  consequently  a  very  large  saving  to  Government  is  effected.  A  quantity 
of  hospital  furniture,  &c.,  has  been  made,  and  jnaay  huildi^s,  such  as  dwelling  houses, 
hospital  kitchens,  soup-kitchens,  &c.,  have  been  erected.  The  majority  of  camps  have 
their  own  brickfields  and  kilns.  Brandfort  Camp  has  already  supplied  30,000  burnt 
bricks.  Fifteen  carpenters  are  at  work  in  the  Bloemfontein  Camp  alone.  Trades  are 
encouraged,  and  I  hope  when  the  /wjork  becomes  lighter  to  establish  classes  for  boys, 
for  the  tuition  of  useful  trades  such  as  carpentry,  shoeing,  &c.  The  average  scale  of 
wages  for  a  skilled  labourer  is  £3  per  mensem. 

14.  Edubcation. — It  would  be  impossible  to  overestimate  the  value  of  the  school  work 
done  in  camps  by  the  Education  Department  during  the  past  quarter.  Out  of  a  possible 
13,000  children  of  school  age  (viz.,  between  6  and  14),  there  are  at  present  over  10^000 
on  the  different  school  rolls.  In  connection  with  these  numbers,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that 
onder  the  late  Orange  Free  State  Government  the  greatest  number  of  children  attending 
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school  was  reached  in  1898,  with  a  total  of  8,910 — some  3,000  less  than  are  in  attendance 
now,  if  we  include  2,000  attending  Government  schools  in  towns.  So  fully  do  parents 
appreciate  the  advantages  offered  that  in  several  of  the  camps  the  Department  has  been 
compelled  to  divide  the  day  into  two  equal  sessions  of  identical  work,  so  as  to  take  in  a 
different  batch  of  children  morning  and  afternoon.  This  is,  however,  only  a  temporary 
measure  pending  the  building  of  the  necessary  accommodation. 

Negotiations  have  also  been  concluded  with  the  Home  G-overnment  by  which  the 
services  of  100  trained  English  teachers  have  been  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Educational 
Authorities,  and  the  first  draft  has  just  arrived. 

The  old  wood  and  canvas  structures  at  first  adopted  as  schools  are  rapidly  being 
replaced  by  lofty,  commodious  shelters,  built  of  sun-dried  bricks,  roofed  with  cover-sails, 
and  each  capable  of  seating  130  children.  There  are  about  35  of  these  in  use,  and  they 
have  proved  to  be  much  cooler  and  more  sanitary  than  the  old  structures. 

The  teaching  is  non-political,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  hymn  and  Bible  lesson  in 
Dutch  at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  work  is  entirely  conducted  in  the  English 
tongue. 

The  children  are  rapidly  acquiring  a  good  w^orking  knowledge  of  it,  and  it  is  quite 
an  ordinary  occurrence  now  to  hear  well  kaown  nursery  rhymes  and  songs  introduced  by 
the  children  into  their  games  and  pastimes. 

Knitting  classes  lately  started  at  the  Bloemfontein  Camp  have  proved  a  great 
success,  many  of  the  girls  displaying  exceptional  aptitude  for  such  work. 

A  large  gymnasium  and  drill  hall  is  also  in  course  of  erection,  where,  on  the 
resumption  of  work  after  the  holidays,  gymnastics  and  musical  drill  will  be  taught  by  a 
a  skilled  instructor. 

General. — The  erection  of  sim-dried  brick  houses  is  still  in  progress,,  but  is 
somewhat  hampered  by  the  lack  of  water  ;  in  some  camps,  however,  I  hope  to  have 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  population  under  roofs  before  the  end  of  February.  There 
is  still  a  great  scarcity  of  tents  ;  the  500  bell-tents  and  50  marquees  ordered  from 
England  have  arrived  at  the  coast,  but  owing  to  the  enormous  blockage  at  the  coast  ports, 
the  ships  cannot  off-load  quiqkly.  The  agents  are  endeavouring  to  gee  the  tents  out  of 
the  hold  and  load  them  on  barges,  as  the  harbour  authorities  have  notified  that  the  ship 
will  be  delayed  six  weeks  before  she  is  allowed  to  discharge  cargo. 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  every  day  an  improvement  in  the  general  tone  of  the  people 
is  perceptible ;  they  are  undoubtedly  of  a  selfish  nature,  as  for  instance,  a  daughito 
sometimes  refuses  to  nurse  a  bed-ridden  mother  ;  men  reftise  to  assist  helpless  women. 

All  the  men  are  made  to  work  without  pay  except  the  skilled  labourers,  who  are 
paid  as  shown  in  paragraph  13. 

Cricket,  Tennis,  Football  and  Croquet  are  played  in  all  camps  and  all  are  encouraged 
in  British  games,  and  the  girls  and  boys  invariably  when  playing  speak  English  among 
themselves.  A  gymnasium  is  being  erected  in  the  Bloemfontein  5amp,  and  a  covered 
playground  in  all  camps  for  the  children. 

The  16,000  trees  planted  on  His  Majesty's  Birthday  are  flourishing  and  are  well 
tended  by  the  children.  Most  successful  sports  were  held  in  camps  on  that  day  with 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  camp  were  delighted. 

His  Excellency  the  High  Commissioner  visited  the  Bloemfontein  Refugee  Camp  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  enquiring  into  all  details,  speaking  with  the  inhabitants,  and  visiting  tiie 
hospital  wards.  Needless  to  say  His  Excellency's  visit  was  much  appreciated  by  the 
refugees. 

I  have  had  many  applications  fi-om  people  in  towns  to  spend  their  Christmas  holidays 
in  the  Refugee  Camps,  which  clearly  proves  that  the  camps  are  not  looked  upon  with 
horror. 

The  Camp  gardens,  where  there  is  an  adequate  water  supply,,  are  in  a  flourishing 
condition  ;  for  instance  at  Norvals  Pont  several  issues  of  fi-esh  vegetables  have  been  made 
to  the  whols  camp,  and  the  hospital  is  supplied  daily.  At  Orange  River  the  gardens  are 
in  the  same  flourishing  condition. 

Soup  Kitchens  are  now  established  in  all  camps. 

I  am,  &€., 

A.  G.  Tbollopb,  Captain, 
Chief  Superintendent  Refugee  Gamps, 
Orange  River  Colony. 
Secretary, 

Orange  River  Colony  Administration, 

Bloemfontein. 
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ANNEXURE   A. 

Rbtukn   of   Mkdical   Officers,   Nurses,   and   Dispensers    employed    in    Kefigek 
Camps,  Orange  River  Colony,  1st  January,  1902. 


Aliwal  North. 

Medical 

Officers  : — 

• 

Dr.  Hoexter  (Princi 
Dr.  Heath, 
Dr.  Cops, 
Dr.  Bateman. 

ipal  Medical  Officer), 

Nurses : 

Surtees, 

Headland, 

Ruffel. 

Matrons 

• 

Gill  (Hospital), 
Davis  (Camp), 
Terry  (Assistant  Cr 

imp). 

Dispense 

er : — 
Rawlinson. 

Bethulie. 

Medical  OflBcers  : — 

Dr.  Dickenson, 

Dr.  Carte, 

Dr.  Madden  (111), 

Dr.  Barrett  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 
Dr.  Eraser, 

Dr.  Peare  Green. 

Nurses : 

Picard, 

De  la  Rouviere, 

Waman, 

Allen, 

Roos, 

Crowdy, 

Meneses. 

Matrons : — 

Partridge  (Hospital), 

Bowhill,  B.  D.  (Camp)  (Army), 

Duckitt  (Assistant  Camp). 

Dispensers  : — 

Packman, 
Wicks. 

Harrismith, 

Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  Ralston, 
Dr.  Rossiter. 

Nurses  : — 

Groundwater  (Enteric), 

Maxwell, 

Macintyre. 

Dispensers  : — 

Way  (leaves  4/1/02). 

Miller,  W.  B.  (appointed  until  Gilbert's  arrival), 

L.  Gilbert  (to  start,  4/V02). 
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Heitbron. 
Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  Tregaskis  (Principal  Medical  Officer)  (3  weeks'  leave), 

Dr.  Spong, 

Dr.  Hayden  (leaving), 

Dr.  Ross. 
Nurses  : — 

Li^dngstone  (ill), 

Bane  (Enteric), 

Golding, 

Jones, 

Dinnie  (ill), 

Warman  (ill). 

Dispensers  : — 

Pearson, 

Butler. 

Kiinberley. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Woodward  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 

Dr.  Ellis, 

Dr.  Elms  (leaving). 
Xurses  : — 

Careswell, 

McAdam, 

Poole, 

McGregor, 

Reid. 

Dispenser  : — 

Swart. 

Kroonstad. 
Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  V.  d.  Waal  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 

Dr.  Moore, 

Dr.  Gibson. 
Nurses  : — 

Fitzpatrick, 

Heys, 

Morling, 

Wessels  (ill,  1  month  off  duty), 

Jones, 

Denny, 

Clarke, 

Batchellor  (Matron), 

Strachan  (Hospital  Matron). 

Dispensers  : — 

Coplan, 

Porter. 

Norvais  Poni. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Caldwell  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 

Dr.  McArthur, 

Dr.  Scarlett  (On  Commission). 

Nurses  : — 

Mc  Vicar, 

Blue, 

Mount, 

Gayer, 

Bentham  (Army). 

Dispenser  : — 

Speechly. 
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Medical  OflScer  : — 

Dr.  Webb  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 

Dr.  Straghan, 

Dr.  Wilbond  R.A.M.C., 

Dr.  Hoole  (coming). 

Nurses : — 

McGowan, 
May, 
N  Oliver  (dismissfed), 
Rintoul  (Hospital  Matron). 

Diapenser : — 

Guard. 

Vredefort  Road. 
Medical  Officers : — 

Dr.  Graham  (Principal  Medical  Officer). 
Dr.  Monkton, 

Nurses :  — 

Le  Fevre  (resigned), 

Dupont, 

Mumford, 

Miller, 

McNeilage  (coming  from  Harrismith)* 

Dispenser : — 

Dowling. 

Bloemfontein. 

Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  Pern  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 
Dr.  Baumann, 
Dr.  Malan, 
Dr.  Perkins, 

Dr.  Wilson,  F.  (coming), 
,Dr.  Stewart  (coming). 

Nurses : — 

Patterson, 

Bryant, 

Johnston, 

Blake, 

Lindsay  (Enteric), 

Thomson, 

Brown, 

Tomkins, 

Vickers  (Army), 

Gibbs  (Army). 

Snell  (ill)  (Army), 

Hyland  (Army), 

Poulter  (Army). 

Matrons : — 

Heighway  (Hospital),  ,"   ' 

Broers  (Camp), 

Eirkman  (offered)^XCam£^?} 

Monkhouse. 
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Dispensers : — 

RouXy 
Holseberg. 

BrandforU 

Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  Martinius  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 

Dr.  Gunn, 

Dr.  Warner  (resigned), 

Dr.  Cameron, 

Dr.  Trumper. 

Nurses  : — 

Moore  (ill), 

Wessels  (resigned), 

McVean, 

Custance, 

Garden  (Army), 

Blanc, 

Clarke  (Army), 

Ferguson  (Army), 

Griffiths  (Army). 

Matrons  : — 

McBride  (Hospital), 
Donovan  (Camp), 
Brink  (Assistant  Camp). 

Dispensers  : — 

Gravenstok, 
F.  Cowie. 

Winhurg. 

Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  Molesworth  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 
Dr.  Schneuhage. 

Nurses  : — 

Butler, 

Hamilton, 

Watchorn, 

Wishart, 

Bakkes  (Camp  Matron). 

Dispenser : — 

Blizzard. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

Medical  Officers  : — 

Dr.  Edwards  (Principal  Medical  Officer), 
Dr.  DeKock. 

Nurses : — 

Cooper, 

Fearis, 

Rutherford, 

Potgieter  (untrained), 

Khristiansan  (Camp  Matron). 

Dispenser : — 

Waddington, 
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ANNEXURE    B. 


Ag«B. 


Under  ]  month  ... 
1  month  to  1  year 
1  year  to  5  years... 
5  years  to  10  years 
10  years  to  15  years 
15  years  to  20  years 
20  years  to  25  years 
25  years  to  30  years 
i\0  years  to  35  years 
35  years  to  40  years 
40  years  to  45  years 
45  years  to  50  years 
50  years  to  55  years 
55  years  to  60  years 
60  5'ears  to  65  years 
65  years  to  70  years 
70  years  to  75  years 
75  years  to  80  years 
SO  years  to  85  years 
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No.  2. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN 

(Received  February  22,  1902.) 

High  Commissioner's  Ofl&ce, 
Sir,  Johaniiesburg,  January  31,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  Minute  from 
the  'Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  covering  monthly  reports  of  Transvaal  Camps  for 
December. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 
High  Commissioner, 
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Enclosure  in  No.  2. 

Military  Governor,  Pretoria,  to  The  High  GoMMissioNfiit. 

Military  Governor's  Ofl&ce, 

Pretoria,  January  28,  1902. 

M^ruTE. 

To  His  Excellency  

The  High  Commissioner, 
Johannesburg, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  December  Reports  on  the  Transvaal  Burgher 
Camps.  Owing  to  the  site  of  Merebank  Camp,  Natal,  having  been  pronounced  unfit 
for  the  number  of  refugees  intended,  as  much  progress  as  was  looked  for  has  not  been 
made  in  thinning  out  me  more  crowded  camps,  yet  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  not- 
withstanding this,  the  rate  of  mortality  has  steadily  decreased.  The  outbreak  of 
enteric  which  was  expected  has  been  kept  well  in  hand. 

Middelburg  Camp,  which  at  one  time  gave  me  very  considerable  anxiety,  has  been 
entirely  reorganised,  and  is  now  a  model  of  what  a  camp  should  be,  thanks  to  the  exer- 
tions of  the  late  Mr.  Stevens  (or  George  Strachan,  as  he  was  known  in  first-dass 
cricket  in  England),  who,  I  regret  to  say,  laid  down  his  life  owing  to  sheer  hard  work 
in  connection  with  the  change  of  site  of  the  camp.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  Major  Bice, 
Royal  Engineers,  who  rendered  valuable  assistance. 

Irene  Camp  is  in  course  of  reorganisation  and  change  of  site.  I  hope  for  the  best 
results  from  this. 

Balmoral  Camp  is  also  in  course  of  reorganisation.  I  have  recently  visited  this 
camp,  and  was  not  satisfied  with  its  site.  There  is  an  excellent  site  close  by,  which  I 
selected,  and  to  which,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  General  Ofi&cer  Commanding, 
Middelburg,  it  will  be  moved. 

Belfast  Camp  I  also  visited,  and  ordered  certain  alterations,  which  I  am  sure  will 
conduce  to  the  improvement  of  the  health  in  this  camp. 

A  camp  will  be  formed  at  Meintzes  Kop,  Pretoria,  for  the  families  of  those 
burghers  who  are  serving  us  as  scouts.  It  is  a  good  site,  with  town  water  laid  on,  and 
should  be  healthy. 

I  regret  the  loss  of  Mr.  Howard,  Superintendent  of  the  camp  at  Klerksdorp,  a 
victim  to  enteric.  It  is  also  to  be  regretted  that  several  others  of  the  staflE  of  the  camps 
have  been  attacked,  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  Superintendents  and  one 
Schoolmaster  at  Pietersburg,  there  have  been  no  other  deaths. 

As  soon  as  the  authorities  at  Natal  are  able  to  arrange  for  further  accommodation, 
I  hope  to  clear  out  the  congested  camns.  About  800  have  already  been  sent  south 
from  Krugersdorp,  and  200  from  elsewnere. 

The  water  supply  at  some  camps  is  not  satisfactory,  but  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
Mr.  T.  Andrews,  the  Water  Engineer,  has  been  able  m  an  incrediblj[  diort  space  <rf 
time*  to  perfect  the  water  supply  for  Standerton,  Vereeneging,  and  Heidelberg,  where 
it  was  very  much  needed.  I  have  detailed  another  Engineer,  Mr.  Hall,  who  has  had 
lar^e  experience,  to  improve  the  water  supply  at  Balmoral,  Middelburg,  and  Belfast 
It  IS  defective  at  both  Balmoral  and  Belfast,  and  will  cost  money  to  lead  on  to  the 
camps,  but  it  is  essential,  and  must  be  done. 

Mr.  Andrews  has  been  directed  to  arrange  a  better  supply  for  Irene,  after  which 
he  will  proceed  to  Krugersdorp,  Potchefstroom,  and  Klerfedorp. 

There  has  been  gradual  improvement  in  all  camps — ^increased  hospit^  accom- 
modation, more  schools,  better  sanitation — ^and,  as  material  arrives  from  the  coast,  this 
progress  will  continue. 

I  regret  to  report  that,  notwithstanding  the  increased  truckage,  we  are  much 
hampered  by  delay  on  the  railway,  especially  the  Natal  lines,  whioi  makes  it  ex- 
ceedmgly  difficult  to  organise  regular  services.  The  frozen  meat  is  much  appreciated, 
and  I  trust  will  have  its  effect  ifigtrengthenirig"  the  conslitutions  of  the  inmates  of  the 
camp. 
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Hie  arrival  of  the  doctors,  matrons,  wod  nurses,  has  already  had  a  marked  effect, 
and  I  feel  certain  that  the  introduction  ot  these  excellent  ladies  will  have  a  beneficial 
effect  in  improving  hoq)itals  and  further  diminishing  tiie  death  rate. 

The  question  of  substituting  galvanized  iron  huts  for  tents  is  imder  consideration, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  better,  and  in  the  end  cheaper,  to  order  the  material 
in  Great  Britain,  and  construct  to  a  simple  pattern  ourselves.  From  all  I  can  gather,  I 
fancy  we  should  be  able,  by  employing  Durgher  labour,  to  erect  a  suf&cientljr  good  hut 
for  a  f amil V  at  from  £40  to  £50  each.  I  advocate  as  little  woodwork  as  possible,  for  it 
will  soon  become  verminous,  and,  unless  particularly  well-seasoned,  always  trouble- 
some, whereas  with  CTeen  bricks  the  interior  of  such  huts  can  be  easily  and  cheaply 
made  perfectly  comfortable,  and,  with  white-wash,  quite  clean,  and  can  easily  be 
kept  so. 

These  huts  could  afterwards  be  used  when  the  people  go  back  to  their  farms,  and 
in  the  event  of  the  farm-house  having  been  destroyed  they  will  have  shelter. 

The  expense,  at  first  sight,  appears  great,  but  so  again  is  the  wear  and  tear  of 
tents,  which,  once  worn  out,  are  useless. 

The  health  of  Mafeking  Camp  is  much  improved,  and,  I  trust,  will  continue 
so.     The  new  Superintendent  promises  well. 

Mr.  Tucker,  Superintendent  of  Vereenegiiig  Camp,  has  retired,  and  is  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Bates,  who  formerly  was  one  of  the  staff  of  this  camp. 

Mr.  Winfield,  Superintendent  of  Standerton  Camp,  has  been  replaced  by 
Mr..  Jonas,  formerly  an  ofl&cer  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  who  was  highly  recommended 
to  me.  I  trust  now  that  the  water  supply  of  this  camp  has  been  arranged  for,  and  the 
site  changed,  that  we  will  have  no  more  trouble  there.  Standerton,  from  its  posi- 
tion, has  perhaps  'suffered  more  than  any  place  in  the  Transvaal,  and  has  had  its 
environs  more  polluted  and  camped  on  than  other  places. 

The  schools  continue  to  be  a  bright  feature  of  camp  life ;  they  are  popular  and 
well-attended.  The  arrival  of  the  lady  teachers  from  Great  Britain  has  given  them 
all  a  fillip,  and  promises  to  be  an  enormous  success.  It  is  quite  a  pleasure  to  inspect 
the  schools,  and  note  the  intense  eagerness  to  learn  displayed  by  the  children. 

To  adequately  prepare  for  the  coining  winter,  I  propose  to  indent  from  home  for 
a  large  stock  of  blankets,  disinfectants,  and  other  material  required  in  large  quantities 
and  not  obtainable  at  short  notice  from  either  the  coast  or  military  stores. 

I  am  endeavouring,  as  far  as  possible,  to  obtain  durable  articles  that  will  command 
a  ready  sale  when  the  camps  are  broken  up. 

In  addition  to  Captain  Bentinck,  the  following  Travelling  Inspectors  have  been 
appointed,  and  have  already  done  good  work: — 

Major  Jackson,  Royal  Artillery,  for  Barberton,  Belfast,  Balmoral,  Middelburg, 
Nylstroom,  and  Pietersburg. 

Major  Duncan  Stuart,  for  Krugersdorp,  Potchefstroom,  Klerksdorp,  Mafe- 
king, and  Vryburg. 

Captain  Anstruther  Thompson,  for  the  section  in  charge  of  Captain  Bentinck, 
as  this  officer  is  shortly  to  resume  his  magisterial  duties. 

I  attach  a  copy  of  the  revised  ration  scale,*  which  comes  into  operation  at  once. 
I  feel  confident  that  this  is  a  most  liberal  ration  scale,  and,  if  at  fault  at  all,  errs  on 
the  side  of  generosity. 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 

M^r-General, 
Military  Governor  of  Pretoria. 


•  Published  in  No.  28  in  [Od.  934],  February,  1902. 
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(1.) 

Burgher  Camps  Department^  New  Law  Courts,  Pretoria, 
Sir,  January  23,  1902. 

In  forwarding  you  the  reports  on  the  working  of  the  camps  for  the  month  of 
December,  1901,  I  nave  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following 
remarks: — 

The  most  gratifying  feature  of  the  Statistical  returns  is  the  steady  weekly  diminu- 
tion of  the  death  rate.  The  total  nmnber  of  deaths  for  the  month  of  November  in 
the  camps  was  1,521,  whilst  for  December  it  is  1,040.  In  my  remarks  on  the  report 
for  November  I  gave  various  reasons  for  concluding  that  the  death  rate  would  largely 
decline,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  have  evidence  so  conclusive  of  the  justification  of  those 
conclusions  in  so  short  a  time. 

The  deaths  of  Mr.  Howard,  Superintendent  of  Klerksdorp  Camp,  and  Mr.  Stevens, 
Superintendent  of  Middelburg  Camp,  at  the  close  of  the  year  have  caused  great  loss 
to  the  department.  They  were  both  stricken  with  enteric  fever,  and  it  is  feared  that 
their  devotion  to  duty  may  have  caused  them  to  battle  against  the  first  onset  of  the 
dread  disease,  and  thereby  they  sacrificed  strength,  which  may  have  stood  them  in  good 
stead  in  the  final  stages  of  the  attack  if  they  had  taken  more  heed  to  themselves 
and  laid  aside  their  responsibilities  sooner.  They  were  faithful  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties,  and  brought  to  the  service  of  their  country  ability  and  integritv,  upright- 
ness, and  diligence,  and  were  withal  beloved  by  their  comrades,  and  by  ^  those  in  the 
camps  whose  welfare  it  was  their  constant  and  never  ceasing  endeavour  to  prcwnote. 

Mr.  Cawood,  formerly  assistant  to  Mr.  Howard,  has  been  appointed  to  be  Super- 
intendent at  Klerksdorp,  and  I  have  confidence  that  he  will  successfully  carry  out  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  his  important  office.  Captain  Johnstone,  V.C.,  of  the 
Imperial  Light  Horse,  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  at  Middelburg,  and  the 
choice  is  amply  justified  in  the  alble  manner  in  which  he  has  in  so  short  a  time  mastered 
the  difficulties  of  his  position,  and  the  vigorous  manner  in  which  he  carries  out  his 
work. 

Mr.  MoCowat  has  been  displaced  at  Mafoking,  the  position  of  Superintendent  hav- 
ing been  entrusted  to  Mr.  Kembal  Cooke,  a  gentleman  of  large  experience  in  edu- 
cational matters,  and  a  good  disciplinarian.  Excellent  results  are  confidently  looked 
for  as  the  result  of  this  appointment. 

Dr.  Morrow,  you  will  remember,  resigned  as  Chief  Medical  Officer,  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  His  place  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Campbell  Young,  whilst 
four  of  the  Medical  Officers  recently  arrived  from  England,  have  been  sent  as  assist- 
ants to  him.  There  is  thus  reason  to  believe  that  Maf eking  Camp  will  continue  to  im- 
prove, and  become  a  credit  instead  of  a  reproach  to  this  Department. 

The  Matrons  and  Nurses  selected  in  England  and  Scotland  for  service  in  oui 
camps  have  nearly  all  arrived,  and  have  been  installed  in  their  various  appointments 
They  have  created  a  very  favourable  impression. 

The  arrival  of  16  doctors  from  Home  has  removed  a  pressing  necessity.  The 
selection  and  appointment  of  some  Lady  Medical  Officers  is  an  experiment  regarded 
by  many  of  our  Superintendents  with  considerable  trepidation ;  but  it  is  hoped  the 
result  will  prove  satisfactory  both  to  the  ladies  and  to  the  camps. 

The  Inspectors  appointed  to  visit  camps  to  see  that  the  instructions  of  Head 
Office  were  carried  out,  to  advise  with  the  Superintendents,  to  inform  Head  Office  have 
been  actively  employed.  Several  reports  from  these  gentlemen  testify  to  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties.  The  requirements  of  the  camps, 
as  enumerated  by  them,  are  attended  to  promptly.  In  most  cases  these  requirements 
had  been  communicated  to  Head  Office  by  the  Superintendents  themselves,  and  the 
delay  in  meeting  them  is  entirely  due  to  the  delays  on  the  railways  over  which  this 
office  has  no  control  whatever. 

The  Officers  who  control  the  railway  traffic  have,  at  all  times,  treated  the  require- 
ments  of  this  Department  with  every  consideration,  and  have  assisted  to  facilitate  the 
delivery  of  goods  for  tiie  camps  by  all  means  in  their  power.    It  is  difficult  to  assign 
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any  reiBtson-  for  Ae  delay  !5whadi,efe  fueto,  exist,  und  which  cauis^  great  inconvenience 
'to  the  camps  and  ^dless  anxiety  to  the  Head  Office.  The  necessity  for  taking  action 
in  the  matter  of  transport  of  supplies  and  carrying  it  to  higher  quartets,  "was  my  excuse 
for  troubling  you  in  the  matter,  re^^ently,  as  it  appeared  that  the  ordinary  officials  were 
imable  to  assist  ^ in  :|M?}nging.i^ut  a  more  satisfactory  state  of  affairs;  If  it<»n  bfe 
arranged  to  ha^e  goods  and  frozen  meat  delivered  within  |*a8eftfidi)Ie  time  after  the 
issue  of  the  necessary  warrants,  the  complaints  of  Inspectors  dftd  Superintendents  re- 
garding these  matters  would  cease,  and  the  officials  of  tB^  jjeail  Office  be  cleared  of  the 
implied  charge  of  negligence. 

The  Military  Transport  Department  having-notified^s  of  the  intention  to  withdraw 
vehicles  and  ammals  loaned  to  the  various  camps,  every  endeavour  has  been  made 
to  obtain  the  necessary  equipment  for  the  Sanitary  Service,  and  to  supply  transport. 
There  being  no  stock  of  sanitary  vans,  slo]^  carts,  water  carts,  Scotch  carts,  trollies, 
&c.,  in  the  country,  orders  have  been  placed  with  several  wagon-making  establish- 
ments, and  by  degrees  the  requirements  of  the  camps  are  being  met.  Mules  have  been 
bought  at  the  coast,  and  are  being  brought  up  by  rail. 

Frozeii  me!at  is  being  supplied  to  the  camps' where  possible,  and  is  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  the  inmates;  of  our  camps.  The  delivery  of  this  meat  is  uncertain  and 
uregular  at  present,  owing  to  the  railway  difficulties  above  alluded  to;  but  it  is  hoped 
greater  facilities  will  shortly  be  granted  to  enable  us  to  deliver  twice  weekly  to  the 
camps.  At  present  it  is  necessary  to  issue  the  whole  week's  supply  in  one  delivery, 
which  is  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  there  being  no  way  of  storing  frozen  meat  at  the 
campfe.  Fresh  meat  is  obtained  occasionally  when  captured  stock  is  available,  or 
when^  slaughter  stock  can  be  bought.  „  Tinned  meat  is  ^ept  in  stock,  and  issued  when 
fresh  |or  frozen  meat  is  unobtainable  in  time.  ]  \ 

Vegetables  are  supplied  wherever  possible.  The  camps  nearest  the  markets  of 
Pretoria  and  Johannesburg  fare  best  in  this  respect.  !  The  cultivation  of  vegetables 
is  confined  to  protected  areas  round  about  the  above-mentioned  towns,  and  the  supply 
does  not  suffice  for  the  full  requirements  of  the  camps  and  for  the  needs  of  the  in- 
habitiants  of  these  towns  as  welt  The  reports  will  show  that  vegetables  are  grown  at 
the  c^mps  with  varying  degrees  of  success,  but  the  quantity  derived  from  such  sources 
is  not  sufficient  to  provide  a  regular  vegetable  ration.  Potatoes  are  .plentiful,  however, 
and  are  supplied  as  required.  Outlying  places  such  as  Pietersburg,  Mafeking  and 
Vryburg  are  particularly  difficult  to  provide  for. 

Additional  tents  for  the  accommodation  of  refugees,  for  hospital  and  for  the  Staff 
and  tor  the  teaeh-ers,  &c,y  have  long  been  requisitioned  from  the  Army  Ordnance 
Department,  and  are  urgently  needed,  but  owing  to  the  supply  running  short  the 
Ordnance  Department  has  not  been  in  a  position  to  meet  our  requirements.  This  is 
BO  longer  the  case,  and  tents  are  being  despatched  to  the  camps,  in  compliance  with 
requisitions. 

The  question  of  huts  of  wood  and  iron  to  replace  tents  is  receiving  attention,  and 
orders  for  the  necessary  material  are  being  forwarded  to  the  coast  every  week. 

"the  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  of  milk,  disinfectants,  golden  syrup  and  many 
other'  articles  has  frequently  caused  much  anxiety  at  Head  Office,  as  the  stocks  in  the 
warehouses  at  the  coast  run  short  at  times,  owing  principally  to  th«  difficulty  in  dis- 
charging ships.  ,  In  the  hope  of  overcoming  this  difficulty  I  am  preparing  an  indent, 
which  I  shall  submit  for  your  approval,  for  a  supply  from  England  of  articles  most 
dfficTjilt  toi  obtain  bi^  purchase  at  the  coast. 

Clothing  will  hiv^  to  be  provided  on^i  larger  scale  as  the, winter  approaches,  and 
xncders  for  large  quantities  of  material  v\riU  be  drawn  up  witihout  delay. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  camps  is  improving 
OTeatly.  Prolonged  subjection  to  the  rules  and  regulations  jiecessary  for  the  Fell- 
being  of  populous  communities  is  beginning  to  have  enect  on  them,  and  bath-houses  are 
becoming  popular  institutioafe. 

The  reports  on  the  festivities  at  Christmas  time  in  all  the  camps  are  very  satis- 
factory. Instructions  were  issued  to  the  Superintendents  to  oraanise  a  treat  for  the 
children,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  succeedea  in  pleasing  the  young  people  and 
their  elders  reflects  great  credit  on  their  heads  and  hearts.    The  many  evidences  of 
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goodwill  on  the  part  of  the  officials  of  tiie  camp  towards  the  inmates  under  their  cha^ 
are  reoosnised  by  the  people,  who  often  evince  genuine  regret  on  the  removal  or  reaig* 
nation  of  one  or  other  of  the  Staff. 


Major-Genera] 

Sir  J.  a  Maxwell,  C.B., 

Military  Governor, 
Pretoria. 


I  have,  &c.y 

W.  K.  Tucker, 

Greneral  Superintendent 


(2.) 

Synopsis  of  Deaths  in  Camps  under  Heads  of  Causes,  for  the  month  ending 

3l8t  December,  1901. 


j 

1 

1 

1 

J 

1 

• 

i 

i 

1 

1 

j 

i 

Barberton       

^^ 

5 

1 

,^^^ 

_^ 

^^^ 

,^^^ 

,^_ 

^.^ 

._ 

1 

7 

Balmoral        

6 

2 

16 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

41 

75 

Belfast           

— 

6 

— 

2 

12 

16 

— 

— 

1 



4 

41 

Heidelburg 

2 

7 

— 

7 

2 

9 

2 

2 

1 



5 

37 

Irene  •••        ...        •.•        •*. 

4 

3 

— 

11 

4 

1 

2 

12 

— 



2 

3» 

Johannesburg           

6 

2 

5 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 



8 

28 

Elerksdorp 

12 

23 

19 

6 

46 

13 

5 

8 

1 



26 

159 

Krugersdorp 

2 

23 

4 

10 

— 

2 

— 

22 

— 

*  — 

42 

105 

Middelburg 

5 

19 

2 

3 

36 

22 

— 

1 

— 

— 

27 

11& 

Mafeking       

22 

20 

9 

2 

18 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

15 

90 

Nylstroom     

21 

— 

— 

4 

15 

— 

9 

— 



6 

55- 

Pietersburg 

8 

9 

— 

— 

— 

17 

— 

8 

1 

11 

10 

64 

Potchefstroom          

12 

7 

6 

3 

18 

— 

9 

1 

2 

— 

12 

7a 

Standerton     

11 

15 

1 

1 

19 

— 

— 

2 

1 



14 

64 

Vereeniging 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 



8 

15 

Tolksrust       

3 

4 

4 

6 

4 

— 

— 

— 

■      

24 

45 

Vryburg         

12 

4 

— 

. — 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 



4 

24 

V.  D.  Hoven's  Drift 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



3 

7 

Total 

105 

171 

1 

69 

54 

179 

101 

19 

68 

10 

12 

252 

1.0tO 

*  In  some  instances  a  few  cases  of  Convulsions  and  Malaria  may  be  included  in  **  Other  Causes.** 

W.  K.  TUCKBB, 

General  Superintendent 
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(S.) 

Statistical  Ketorn  of  Inmates,  Sick,  and  Deaths  in  Burgher  Camps,  Month  ending 

December  31,  1901. 


1 

Gensiia. 

Siok. 

Per 

Cent. 
Siok. 

Deatha. 

Camp. 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

JO 

1 

1 

1 

1' 

Barberton        

Balmeral         

Belfast 

Heidelborg     

Irene 

Johanneabavg 

Klerksdorp     

Krogeredorp  ... 

Middelbnrg     

Mafeking        

NylBtroom       

Pietersborg     

Potohefitroom          

Btanderton      

Yereeniging 

Yolkanut        

Yryburg          

Y/d  HoTen'B  Drift     

Lydenbnrg  Military  Poet    ... 
Pretoria  Belief          

Yryheid  Military  Poet 

1,631 
2,685 
1,376 
2,212 
4,116 
2,797 
4,073 
5,845 
5,113 
4,873 
1,731 
3,170 
7,177 
3,355 

950 
5,239 
.1^66 

212 

42 

1,247 

3,684 

167 

254 

386 

271 

488 

949 

644 

492 

1,052 

1,034 

794 

313 

735 

1,174 

716 

176 

695 

228 

18 

114 

325 

11 

631 
1,070 

507 

776 
1,497 

998 
1,660 
2,074 
1,983 
1,792 

678 
1,134 
2,678 
1,292 

840 
2,355 

501 
44 
19 

436 

1,273 

87 

746 
1,229 

598 

948 
1,670 
1,155 
1,921 
2,219 
2,094 
1,787 

740 
1,281 
8,325 
1,347 

434 
2,189 

542 

150 
23 

697 

2.086 

69 

19 
177 

53 

50 
269 

37 
166 
256 
117 
542 

27 
819 
132 
270 

69 
393 
'  64 

38 

5 

U 

3 
52 

6 
21 
11 
19 
24 

4 
67 

8 
46 

7 
65 

7 

1 

6 
60 
19 
14 
62 
13 
47 
20 
48 

109 
11 

109 
42 

121 
30 

169 

21 

5 

8 
116 

30 

83 
135 

18 

98 
225 

50 
407 

12 
148 

82 
103 ' 

32 
159 

36 

27 

11 
6-6 
8-8 
2-2 
6-5 
1-3 
4-0 
4-7 
2-2 

12-4 
1-5 

10-0 
1-8 
8-0 
7-2 
7-5 
5-0 

15-5 

7 

75 

41 

37 

39 

28 

159 

105 

115 

90 

55 

64 

70 

64 

15 

45 

24 

7 

1 
8 
2 
1 

16 

12 
6 
4 
5 
5 
9 
3 
1 
2 

1 
13 
10 

8 

6 

6 
34 

6 
22 
19 

7 

9 
16 
19 

2 
11 

3 

1 
1 

5 
5» 
2» 
88 
8» 
22 
10» 
9^ 
81 
66^ 
44 
50 
50 
3^ 
10 
83 
19 
(^ 

Total     

61,961 

10,884 

23,827 

27,250 

2,998 

363 

896 

1,734 

5*5 

1,040 

73 

187 

780 

(4.) 


W.  K.  TUCKEB, 

General  Superintendent. 


(Circular  No.  98.) 

Burgher  Gamps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 
The  Superintendent,  Pretoria,  December  12,  1901. 

In  connection  with  circular  No.  76,  of  the  6th  September,  1901,  and  therein  the 
paragraph  commencing ''  skilled  tradesmen  such  as  wagonmakers,  smiths,  farriers,  &c., 
desirous  of  getting  emplojmaent,  should  hand  in  their  applications  to  you,  &c.,  &c.,**  I 
haYe  receiYed  a  letter  from  the  Principal  Ordnance  Officer  from  which  the  following 
sentences  are  extracted: — 

"  Their  sendees  could  be  utilized  either  by  being  employed  in  Ordnance  work- 
shops or  in  workshops  specially  formed  in  the  prmcipal  camps.'^ 
"I  could  find  employment  for  artificers  of  the  following  trades: — Carpenters, 
wheelers,  blacksmiths,  saddlers,  tinsmiths,  hammermen,  gunsmiths,  sail- 
makers  and  sailors,  and,  of  course,  the  men  would  be  paid  according  to 
their  efficiency  at  their  seYeral  trades.*' 
I  desire  you  once  more  to  enquire  of  the  men,  and  to  send  me  a  list  of  such  as  are 
wining  and  qualified.    The  list  should  giYe  the  name  and  the  trade  qualifications  of 
the  applicant,  and  should,  if  married,  state  what  family  he  has  with  him. 

W.  K.  Tucker, 

General  Superintendent. 
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(Circular  101.) 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 
Thb  Superintendent,  Pretoria,  December  18,  1901. 

Captain  Bentinck,  Rifle  Brigade,  has  been  appointed  by  His  Excellency  the 
High  Commissioner,  Travelling  Inspector  of  the  Burgher  Camps  on  the  S.  S.  E.  line, 
comprising  the  following  camps : — 

Volksrust, 

Standerton, 

Heidelburg, 

Vereeniging, 

Johannesbui^, 

Irene. 

His  duties  will  be  to  visit  and  inspect  frequently  the  camps  in  his  secfion,  he  will 
be  charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  all  instructions  issued  from  Head  OflBice  are 
complied  with,  he  will  pay  particukr  attention  to  the  interior  economy  of  the  camps, 
ensure  that  the  system  of  tent  to  tent  daily  visitation  is  thoroughly  organised  in  each 
camp.  You  will  accept  and  carry  out  his  orders  as  mine.  He  will  be  afforded  by  you, 
and  the  Staff  under  your  orders,  every  facility  and  assistance. 

Any  complaints  you  or  your  Staff  may  have  regarding  the  non-arrival  of  material, 
rations,  tents,  &c.,  should  be  brought  to  his  notice  in  order  that  he  may  assist  in  Having 
matters  set  right.    Such  complaints  should  also  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  Head  Office. 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 

Major-General, 

Military  Governor. 


(Circular  102.) 

Confidential  Memorandum. 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 
The  Superintendent,  .  Pretoria,  December  18,  1901. 

The  sanitation  of  the  camp  under  your  charge  is  a  matter  of  the  first  import- 
ance. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  you  and  the  Senior  Medical  Ofl&cer  of  the  camp  should 
•  frequently  confer  together  as  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  camp,  the  condition  of  the 
water  supply,  the  disposal  of  refuse,  &c.,  and  leave  nothing  undone  that  will  conduce 
to  the  general  health  of  the  camp. 

I  have  appointed  Mr.  Currey,  Member  of  the  Sanitary  Association,  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  uie  Burgher  Camps  Department ;  his  duties  wUl  be  to  inspect  and  report 
on  the  sanitary  condition  of  all  camps.  He  will  visit  and  confer  with  you  and  your 
Medical  Officer  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  under  your  charge. 

Mr.  T.  Andrews  has  been  appointed  by  me  Water  Inspector ;  his  duties  will  be 
to  inspect  and,  wherever  necessary,  take  measures  to  improve  the  water  supply,  arrange 
for  the  apparatus  for  boiling  and  cooling  water,  &c. 

You  are  requested  to  give  these  genUemen  every  assistance  in  your  power.  Their 
recommendations  should  be  strictly  attended  to. 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 

Major-General, 

Military  Governor. 


(Chrcular  103.) 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 
The  Superintendent,  Pretoria,  December  18,  1901. 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Military  Governor,  Superintendents  of 
Burgher  Camps  are  directed  to  arrange  that  all  new  arrivals  in  camp  are  accommo- 
dated in  a  separate  encampment  until  they  are  pronounced  free  from  mf ection  or  con- 
tagion by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  camp.  Such  arrivals  must  on  no  account  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  Main  Camp  whilst  undergoing  this  quarantine. 
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It  has  been  brought  to  notice  that  visitors  have  been  allowed  to  enter  camps  set 
apart  for  contagious  diseases.  This  practice  must  be  at  once  stopped,  and  arrange- 
ments made  to  prevent  such  visits  being  possible. 

W.K.Tucker, 

General  Superintendent. 


(Circular  No.  104.) 

Burgher  Camps  Department,  New  Law  Courts, 
The  Superintendent,  Pretoria,  December  20,  1901. 

It  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Military  Governor  that  a  common  prac- 
tice exists  amongst  inmates  of  Burgher  Camps  whereby  young  children  are  sent  to 
draw  rations.  This  seriously  interferes  with  the  attendance  of  such  children  at  school, 
and  is  on  that  account  to  be  discontinued. 

Rations  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  delivered  only  to  adult  members  of  families. 

W.  K.  Tucker, 

General  Superintendent. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER. 
(Sent  3.15  p.m.,  March  4,  1902.) 

Telegram. 

[Aiiswered  by  A'e.  8.] 

March  4.  No.  1.  Referring  to  your  despatches  of  3rd  January,*  31st  January,t 
I  am  quite  in  favour  of  the  idea  of  adopting  portable  huts  of  a  permanent  character 
as  soon  as  you  are  able  to  fix  upon  and  recommend  one  or  more  suitable  types,  and  to 
decide  whether  huts  should  be  made  in  England  or  should  be  constructed  in  South 
Africa.  This  will,  however,  take  time,  and,  in  view  of  approach  of  winter,  I  should 
be  glad  to  have  your  decision  immediately. 

Meanwhile,  I  understand  that  sun-dried  brick  houses  are  to  be  used  to  a  large 
extent  and  will  meet  immediate  requirements.  I  assume  that  in  camps  where  tents 
are  used  as  hospitals,  substitution  of  huts  for  this  purpose  is  already  being  carried  out. 

Have  you  any  other  requirements  to  make  for  provision  against  winter  climate? 


No.  4. 

Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McCALLUM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  March  8, 1902.) 

Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal, 
Sir,  February  6, 1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  herewith,  copies,  in  English  and  Dutch,  J  of  new 
Regulations  for  Natal  Burgher  Camps. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McCALLUM. 


•  No.  15  in  [C(l.  1>:U]. 


t  No.  2. 


X  Dutch  not  primed. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  4. 
General  Regulations,  Natal  Burgher  Camps. 

1.  All  persons  residing  in  these  Camps  must  do  what  Camp  Duties  are  required 
of  them^  ana  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Superintendents,  who  are  responsible 
for  the  good  order  and  cleanliness  of  the  Camps. 

2.  Heads  of  families  are  responsible  for  their  tents  or  houses  and  surroundings, 
others  must  select  one  in  each  tent  or  house  who  will  be  responsible. 

3.  AU  persons  in  these  Camps  should  assist  the  authorities  in  every  way  to 
keep  the  Camps  dean,  for  "the  comfort  of  all,  and  to  prevent  sickness. 

4.  Any  person  fouling  the  Latrines  must  be  made  to  clean  same;  anyone  notic- 
ing this  should  at  once  report  tbe  matter. 

5.  Every  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  the  Bath  Houses  clean.  They  must  not 
be  used  for  any  other  purpose.    Water  must  not  be  wasted. 

6.  Wash  Houses  are  provided,  and  no  washing  in  the  Camp  must  be  done  else- 
where.   No  dishes  or  such  things  are  to  be  washed  at  the  wash  houses. 

7.  Clothes  must  be  dried  on  the  places  provided. 

8.  Anjrone  vnlfuUy  wasting  water  in  turning  on  the  water  taps  to  run  to  waste 
may  be  pimished. 

9.  AU  lines  must  be  cleared  up  before  11  o'clock  every  morning.  Tents  rolled 
up,  and  everything  made  tidy. 

10.  No  refuse  must  be  thrown  about  the  Camp,  but  placed  carefully  in  the 
receptacles  provided  for  same. 

11.  Water  must  be  emptied  into  the  tanks  provided,  and  must  not  be  thrown 
about  the  Camp.    The  lids  of  these  tanks  must  always  be  replaced. 

12.  Bathing,  when  possible,  must  only  take  place  at  such  places  as  are  decided 
by  the  Superintendent. 

13.  No  one  is  allowed  to  go  near  any  Military  Camp,  Rifle  Range,  Store,  Railway 
line  or  station,  wdthout  special  permission. 

14.  No  one  must  leave  these  Camps  without  permission,  and  on  ijo  account  can 
Tisits  to  the  other  Camps  be  allowed  without  a  pass  from  the  Superintendent. 

15.  Everyone  must  be  in  the  Camp  by  simset,  and  no  one  must  leave  before 
9  a.m.,  without  special  permission. 

16.  All  lights  must  be  out  at  10  p.m.,  except  in  ca^es  of  sickness. 

17.  Any  persons  found  outside  their  own  lines  after  10  p.m.,  may  l>e  punished. 
Single  men  must  keep  to  their  own  quarters. 

18.  A  representative  from  each  house  or  tent  must  attend  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed  to  draw  rations. 

19.  No  spirits  must  be  brought  into  any  Camp  except  for  sickness  and  with 
permission. 

20.  All  letters  must  be  properly  stamped  and  posted  unclosed  at  the  Camp 
Post  Office. 

21.  Any  cases  of  sickness  or  distress  should  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Camp  Matron. 

22.  All  persons  in  these  Camps  are  reminded  that  everything  is  being  done  for 
their  ovm  benefit,  and  they  must  render  what  assistance  they  can.  '^e  Superin- 
tendent must  see  that  these  Regulations  are  properly  earned  out.  Punishments 
may  be  imposed,  if  necessary  under  Martial  Law. 

Thos.  K.  Murray, 
General  Superintendent,  Natal  Burgher  Camps. 

Pietermaritzburg, 

1st  February,  1902. 
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.  No..  5. 

Governor  Sir  H.  E.  McCALLUM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
-     (Received  March  8,  1902.) 

Sm,  (jovemment  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal,  February  13, 1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  General 
Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps  for  the  month  of  January. 

I  have,  &c., 

HENRY  McCALLUM. 


Enclosure  in  No.  5. 


General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps,  Natal, 

Timber  Street,  Pietermaritzburg,  February  12, 1902. 

Monthly  Report,  January,  1902. 

Your  Excellency, 

I  AM  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
month  with  the  preparation  of  the  various  camps,  and  that  the  health  of  all  the  camps 
has  improved,  in  spite  of  a  very  wet  month.  On  the  coast  the  newspapers  report  rain 
on  23  aays,  amounting  to  six  inches  for  the  raonth.  On  the  I7th  ultimo,  I  was  able  to 
report  to  you  that  I  could  receive  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  per  week  at  the  coast 
camps.    These  have  been  coming  down. 

Stores. — ^The  usual  practice  of  monthly  tender  has  been  continued,  and  camps  all 
well  supplied. 

Contracts. — ^Meat,  bread,  firewood  and  milk  are  all  contracted  for,  and  the  sanitary 
work  is  still  being  done  at  Maritzburg  and  Howick  hy  the  contractor.  Instead  of 
buying  cattle  for  the  coast  camps,  where  it  is  very  unhealthy  for  cattle,  and  they 
frequently  require  replacing,  I  have  contracted  for  the  supply  in  good  working  order,  of 
what  we  require  at  Ste.  per  day,  for  six  months ;  this  will  save  a  mrge  outlay  and  cover 
any  losses. 

Finance. — ^Amount  received  up  to  31st  January,  £80,000.  Balance  at  the  bank, 
£926  8s.  3d.  Cionstruction  has  absorbed  at  Merebank,  £42,450 ;  Maritzburg,  £1,436 ; 
Howick,  £1,418;  Jacobs,  £3,315;  Wentworth,  £13;  total,  £49,088.  A  large  amount 
of  work  has  been  done  which  falls  into  next  month's  expenditure. 

Catri'ps. 

Mooi  River. — This  camp  is  being  prepared  as  a  reserve  camp   to  take  2,000. 

Howick. — Contains  3,323,  and  are  all  in  tents  except  schools  and  hospitals. 

Maritzburg. — ^Wood  and  iron  houses  are  now  being  built  to  take  the  place  of  the 
worn-out  tents.    There  are  2,266  in  this  camp,  being  increased  to  3,000. 

Merebank. — ^AU  the  tents  have  now  been  replaced  with  wood  and  iron  houses,  and 
it  has  6,364  inmates  altogether. 

Eshowe. — There  are  still  253  souls  there. 

Lady  smith. — Is  being  prepared  for  1,000. 

Jacobs. — This  camp  all  wood  and  iron.     Will  be  ready  in  a  few  days  for  3,000. 

Wentworth.— RviMm^  for  3,000. 

There  are  now  12,106  persons  in  these  camps,  which  number  will  be  largely  in- 
creased next  month. 
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Floors, — ^A  large  number  of  woolpacks  have  been  purchased,  which  make  good 
floor  covers. 

Hospitals. — There  has  been  no  addition  at  Howick.  At  Maritzburg  the  new 
hospital  IS  finished.  The  hospital  at  Merebank  is  now  very  good  for  a  camp  hospital 
There  are  four  large  buildings,  to  take  140  beds,  a  maternity  ward,  nurses'  quarters, 
hospital  wash-houses,  and  steam  disinfector. 

Good  hospitals  are  also  being  erected  at  Jacobs  and  Wentworth. 

Sick  and  Staff. — At  Howick  there  are  47  sick ;  two  doctors,  three  nurses. 
At  Maritzburg  26  sick ;  one  doctor,  three  nurses. 

At  Merebank  256  sick;  five  doctors,  one  matron,  twelve  English  nurses,  sixteen 
burgher  probationers. 

At  Eshowe  two  sick  in  charge  of  the  district  surgeon. 
Twenty  nurses  and  six  doctors  have  been  cabled  for. 

Health, — ^At  Howick  there  is  not  much  sickness ;  some  enteric  and  dysentery. 

Maritzburg  is  very  health}r ;  so  is  Eshowe. 

At  Merebank  the  health  is  improving,  and  as  soon  as  all  the  new  arrivals  are 
cleaned  up  I  hope  for  much  better  results.  The  deaths  there  were :  convulsions,  1 ; 
measles,  1 ;  meningitis,  2;  diarrhoea,  11 ;  dysentery,  5;  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  20; 
gastric  enteritis,  8 ;  enteric,  13 ;  whooping  cough,  5 ;  Marasmus,  1 ;  heart  disease,  1. 

At  Howick  there  was  one  death  from  lightning. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  Natal  for  the  month  was  85,  compared  with  148 
last  month,  being : — 

Merebank, — Men,  5 ;  women,  13 ;  children  under  twelve,  9 ;  under  five,  5 ;  under 
one,  4 ;  native,  1 ;  total,  70. 

Howick. — ^Men,  1 ;  women,  3 ;  children  under  five,  5 ;  under  one,  4;  total,  13. 

Maritzburg, — Child  under  twelve,  1 ;  under  one,  1 ;  total,  2. 

Sanitation. — ^Is  receiving  careful  attention  in  every  camp.  The  dry  earth  pail 
system  is  adopted,  and  all  dafly  cleaned.    Rubbish  and  slops  frequently  removed. 

Washing, — Every  facility  is  given  for  baths  and  washing  clothes. 

Schools. — ^The  number  of  pupils  is  increasing  very  fast,  and  good  progress  is  beinff 
made.  At  Merebank  there  are  now  about  1,000,  and  about  600  each  at  Howick  and 
Maritzburg. 

The  Burgher  teachers  are  doing  good  work.  Night  schools  have  also  been  started. 
More  buildings  are  being  erected. 

Churches. — Religious  instruction  is  being  carried  on  by  Dutch  Reformed  Churdi 
ministers  in  each  camp. 

Clothing. — A  large  quantity  has  been  supplied  to  the  Maritzburg  Camp.  The 
Matron's  Committee  at  Merebank  are  now  investigating,  and  what  is  needed  will  be 
sent. 

^Food. — ^Is  being  supplied  as  usual,  of  first-class  quality.  The  bread  and  meat 
are  as  good  as  could  be  wished  for,  and  both  brown  and  white  bread  is  issued.  Onions, 
potatoes  and  rice  form  part  of  the  ration. 

Fv£l. — ^Wood  is  well  supplied  in  all  the  camps. 

Stores. — There  are  a  nimiber  in  each  camp,  which  sell  at  reasonable  prices.  They 
have  to  compete  against  town  prices. 

Transport. — This  is  now  all  arranged.  Have  had  some  difficulty  in  obtaining 
waggons.  • 

Employment, — There  has  been  a  great  demand  for  labour  from  the  camps.  There 
are  frequent  applications.  Many  are  employed  in  the  camps.  Some  men  have  gone 
to  work  on  farms. 

Conduct, — On  the  whole  has  been  very  good,  and  complaints  very  few  for  such  a 
large  number.     One  man  has  been  convicted  of  fraud. 

General. — The  people  generally  are  contented  with  their  treatment.  I  have  had 
several  appUcations  lately,  from  those  who  had  been  allowed  to  go  and  live  with  friends, 
to  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  camps. 
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Viiits.r—Yoar.  Expellenoy  has  visited  Merebank  and  Jacobs  during  the  month.   .  . 

I  have  also  visited  aH  the^oamps,  except  Howick  and  Eshowe. 

I  have,  &c.,        "  .'  '  ' 

Thos.  K.  Mxjuray,  .    /     ,    -^ 

. :    .  General  Superintendent  of  Burgher  Camps;  NiStal. 

To  His  Exoelligncy 

The  Governor  of  Natal. 


No.  6. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to .  Mr.'  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  March  8, 1902.) 

Sir,  High  CommiBstoner^s  Office,  Johannesburg,  February  14, 1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  undermentioned 
documents  on  the  subject  of  Boer  Concentration  Camps  in  Cape  Colony. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 

High  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  1  in- No.  6. 


General  Officer  Commanding,  Cape  Town,  to  Military  Secretary  to  High  Com- 
missioner, Johannesburg. 

Miilitary  Secretary 

To  the  High  Commissioner, 
Joluumesburg, 

The  Castle,  Cape  Town,  February  2,  1902. 
Monthly  Report  on  the  General  Work  of  the  Refugee  Camp  at  Port  EKzabeth 
is  forwarded  herewith  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Army  Head  Quarters, 
Pretoria,  dated  16ih  November,  1901. 

J.  Heyman,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 

for  Major-General, 
Commanding,  Cape  Colony  District. 


Sir,  '  Boer  Exile  Camp",  Port  Elizabeth,  January  26,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  Camp  continues  good.    I  am 
enclosing  the  Medical  Ofl&cer's  monthly  Report  herewith. 

The  food  supplied  continues  to  be  good,  and  I  have  received  no  complaints  as  to 
its  quantity  or  quality. 

I  have  bought  and  given  aw^ay  13  pairs  of  boots  from  the  Canteen  account. 

Two  men,  one  woman,  and  one  child  have  left  the  camp  on  parole. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  H.  Fenner, 

Captain, 
Commandant,  Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth. 
Senior  StaflE  Officer, 

Port  Elizabeth. 


Staff  Officer,  Prisoners,  Cape  Town, 
Forwarded. 


Port  Elizabeth,  January  29,  1902. 


0.  H.  Pedley, 

Lieutenant-Colonel, 

Commandant. 
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Sib,  Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth,  Januaiy  26,  1902. 

I  BEG  to  state  that  the  health  of  above  camp  remains  goocL 
There  have  been  16  cases  of  sickness  during  the  month — 2  m^i,  10  women,  and 
4  children. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  infections  disease. 

A.  E.  Chambbbs, 

C.  S. 


Betubn  of  Exiles  in  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  month  of  January,  1902. 


Ko.in 
Camp. 

>     Average 
t       No.  of 
Sick 
per  week. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Bate  of 
MoriaUty 

among 
Children. 

t 

BemmrkB. 

1 
1 

White  :— 

1 

i 

1 
1 

Men    

22 

1 

Nil 

i 

Women 

57 

2 

Nil 

Boy     ... 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Children 

197 

1 

Nil 

Girl      ... 
Total ... 

Nil 

NU 

Total       ... 

276 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Coloured  :— 

Men     

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Women 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Boy     ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Children 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Girl     ... 
Total ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Total       ... 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Port  Elizabeth,  January  26,  1902. 


W.  H.  Fenneb, 

Captain, 
Commandant,  Boer  Exile  Camp,  Port  Elizabeth. 


No.  7. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  March  8, 1902.) 

Sir,  High  Commissioner's  OfiSce,  Johannesburg,  February  14, 1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  documents  on  the 
subject  of  Boer  Concentration  Camps  in  Transvaal  and  Natal. 

I  have,  &c., 

MILNER, 

High  Commissioner. 


Jan.  20, 
1902. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  7. 

Governor,  Natal,  to  High  Commissioner. 

Government  House,  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal, 
My  Lord,  January  29,  1902. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  information  copy  of  letter  from  the 
Superintendent,  Merebank,  reporting  the  arrangements  he  has  made  for  a  supply  of 
stretchers  or  cartels  to  the  inmates. 
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2.  At  a  recent  inspection  of  Merebank  Camp,  I  ordered  that  the  same  working 
parties  shall  also  take  in  hand  the  making  of  school  benches  and  forms,  seeing  that  the 
Public  Works  Department  have  their  hands  so  full  of  work  that  supply  of  same  has 
been  much  delayed. 

I  have,  &c., 

Henry  MoCallum. 
His  Excellenc 


ncy 
Mi] 


Lord  Milner,  &cr.,  &c. 


Memorandum. 

Superintendent,  Merebank  Refugee  Camp,  to  General  Superintendent,  Burgher 

Camps,  Natal. 

i  have  to  report  that  after  careful  consideration  of  the  matter  re  stretchers  or 
cartels  for  the  inmates  (refugees)  of  this  camp,  who  require  same,  and  finding  a  man 
amongst  the  refugees,  who  was  willing  to  engage  his  own  men  and  make  them,  wfe 
providing  material,  I  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  him  to  make  those  that  we 
require  (for  those  who  caii't  pay  for  the  making)  at  the  following  price: — stretchers. 
Is.,  cartels,  2s.  6d.  ;..for  those  who  will  pay  for  the  making,  2s.  and  4s.  6d.  respectively; 
in  all  cases  the  article  is  Government  frojperty. 

The  cost  win  be  about,  for  material,  I  think,  from  3s.  6d.  to  4s.  per  stretcher  or 
cartel.  I  propose  to  charge  each  cartel  to  the  family  ooncemed,  in  their  family  account, 
and  if  possible  recover  from  those  that  I  see  any  chance  of  doing  so  from,  as  time  goes 
on,  because  as  peopliei  get  employed,  one  might  quietly  be  able  to  recover  some  of  the  put- 
lay  incurred.  I  am.  at  present  obtaining  what  material  I  require  through  the  Public 
Works  Department.  The  charge  for  makiBg-~i6>  I -consider,  very  reasonable,  and  if 
people  can  pay,  then  the'man  receives  some  encouragement,  with  the  extra  amount  he 
gets  from  them. 

H.  M.  Bousfield, 

Superintendent. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  7. 

Military  GtOvernor,  Pretoria,  to  High  Commissioner.       -■ 

•I 

My  Lord,  Military  Governor's  Office,  Pretoria,  February  6,  1902. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  Financial  Statement  for  the  montE  of  November, 
1901,  of  expenses  in  Burgher  Refugee  Camps,  Transvaal. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  G.  Maxwell, 

Major-General, 
Military  Governor,  Pretoria. 
To  His  Excellency 

The  High  Commissioner, 
Johannesburg. 


Sir,  Burgher  Camps  Department,  Pretoria,  February  3,  1902. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  Financial  Statements  and  Native  Refugee 
Department  Statement  for  the  month  of  November,  1901. 

I  have,  &c., 

Fred  Lance, 

Financial  Controller. 
The  Military  Governor, 
Pretoria: 
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Schedule  ""B'*  to  FisrAsroiAL  OoifTBOLLEB's  Report  fob  Novembeb,  190L 


Receipts. 

£       8.  d. 

Amount  received  from  Treasury    265^93    8  6 

to  3l8t  October. 

Amount  received  from  Treasury      98,537  13  8 

during  November. 

Amount  received  from   sale   of        1,562    3  3 
skins.                                           — ^..^.^^^ 

£365,383    5  5 

...      27,180    2  1 


Ejjfenditure» 

£       s.   (L 
Amount  expended  to  31st  Octo-    312,355  19    9 

ber. 
Less    amount    recovered     from  128    0    0 

Burgher  Belief. 


£312,227  19    9 


Amount  due  to  A.  S.  C. 


I  Amount  expended  pear  Schedule      48,006  15    5 
!  Amount  advanced  to  Native  Re-      16,505  15    4 


Amount  due  to  Chief  Paymaster, 
Cape  Town. 

Amount  due  to  Army  Medical 
Stores. 

Amount  due  to  Ordnance  De- 
partment. 

Amount  due  to  Government 
Printing  Works. 

Amount  due  to  Paymaster,  Mafe- 
king. 

Amount  due  to  District  Pay- 
master, Pretoria. 

Amount  due  to  I.  M.  Railways ... 

8,636  19  11 

122    1    3 

3,762    1    6 

fugee  Department. 

Assets. 

£64^12  10    9 

677    6    7 

14  19  10 

1,500  16    3 

14,164    4  10 

Buildings   ....       

Equipment 

Live  Stock 

Sundry  Debtors    

6,710  15  10 

8,536  15  10 

67    0    0 

...      19405  18    3 

Amount  due  to  N.  G.  Railways... 

1,956  11    9 

Ordnance  Supplies 

8,589    3    i 

Amount  due  to  Sundry  Creditors 

79,939  19    4 

Stores  on  hand 

...      71,216    1    2 

£137,955    3    4 

Cash  on  hand        

...      12,372    3  10 
£126,597  18    3 

£503,338    8    9 

£503,338    8    9 

• 

Pretoria, 

January  30, 1902. 


Frbd.  Lancb, 

Financial  Controller. 

H.  £.  Solomon, 

Chief  Accountant. 
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BUB6HER  CAMPS  DEPARTMENT. 

COMPARATITX  STATKMBNT  OF  MOHTHLY  EXPBNDITUBB  TO  NOVBMBBR  30,  1901. 


Angnst. 

September. 

October. 

Xovember. 

£          8.    d. 

£        a.  d. 

£        «. 

d. 

£        s.  d. 

Bations  lesaed          ...        ...        ... 

16,032    6    0 

17,768  16    1 

27,398     1 

2 

26,138  13    8 

Medical  Comforts  Issaed 

2,688    4    0 

2,942  16    9 

3,643    8 

1 

4,070    3    1 

■Clothing  distriboted           

2,324  13    7 

3,758  13  11 

2,514  12 

5 

845    2  10 

Wages  to  Refugees  and  Natives    ... 

5,291  16  11 

5,443    7    8 

-'6,693  12 

0 

7,232    9    5 

-Other  Charges          

1,964  18    6 

3,515    9    9 

2,545  16 

1 

1,839  17    5 

-iStaffPay        

3,936    1  11 

4,351  19    3" 

5,243  17  10 

5,66:^  15    6 

Railage  on  Stores     

4,087    6    2 

4,902    0  30 

1,732  lO 

1 

1,046    2    0' 

Rail-way  Fares          

281    2    2 

1,351    7    9 

1,707    0 

5 

799    0    1 

Travelling,  Refngees           

_• 

1 

23    2 

3 

76  16    6 

-Stationery      

iStores  Lost  in  Transit 
Depreciation  and  Loss 

Jkfafeking       

■Other  Centres 
Ifedical  Attendance... 


Total  number  of  Rations  Issaed 


■Oost  per  Head  per  Day 


91  18  10 
158    4  10 


23    5    0 


I 


64    9    8 


2    5    2 


135  12    1 


72  10    0 


36,856  12  11  I  44,122    6    8  !       51,712    7    7 


4,919  18    3 
1,249  13    3 


43,026    4    5 


3,423  15    3  I  — 

.')35    8  10  '  727  11  11 

54  10    0 


48,080  10    9 


52,494    9    6 


1,881,692 
.  4-70(/. 


1,940,779 


5-45d 


2,179,294 


5-70* 


3    5    G 


134    8  10 


47,849  14  10 


157    0    7 


48,006  15    5 


1,811,688 
6-23</. 


•  C.  6.  R.'railagld  account  for  "October  and 'November  not  yet  received. 


Pretoria, 

January  30, 1902. 
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BURGHER  CAMPS  DEPARTMENT, 
Nativb  Rbfugbb  Camps.—Finanoial  Statbmbnt  to  Novbmbbr  30,  1901. 


Receipts. 

£  8.  d. 
To  amonnts  received 
from  Burgher 
Camps  Depart- 
ment to  October 
31  11,481    9    4 

,,  amounts  received 
from  Burgher 
Camps  Depart- 
ment November 
lto30     4,000    0    0 


£      9.  d. 


Miscellaneous  Receipts.. 


15,481    9    4 
17  12  10 


„  Stores,  a/c  in  credit  (due  Sundry 

Creditors)  2,305  12    1 

„  Grocers  a/c  in  credit  (due  Sun- 
dry Creditors) 10  18    9 


£17,815  13    0 


Expenditure. 

£     $.   d.     £     s.    d. 


By  amount  ex- 
pended  to  No- 
vember 31,  viz.  : — 


Rations.. 


;..   5,442    3    4 


Salaries    and 
Wages  ...    7,670  12    8 


Medical    Com- 
forts... 

Miscellaneous 
Charges 


147  15    3 


..      219    7  10 
Sanitary  charges        80  18    0 


Stationery     and 
Printing 

Transport 


140  16  10 
49  17    6 


By  Assets,  vix.  :- 

Blankets 
Clothing 

and 

847    0 

6 

Equipment 

... 

1,694  17 

6 

oeecis    ••• 

... 

451    1 

9 

Rations  on 
payment 

Re- 

... 

35  10 

6 

Live  stock 

... 

30    0 

0 

Fuel      ... 

.  •»• 

6  11 

3 

13,751  11    5 


By  Agricnltaral  a/c 
By  Cash  in  Hand  .. 


3,065    1    & 

842  15  10 
156    4    3 


£17,815  13    0 


Expenditure  as  Statement  rendered  to  October  31 
Ditto  herewith,  November  1  to  30   ... 


•  •••  *•• 


£9,475  10    9 
4,276    0    8 


£13,751  11    5 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


31 


NATIVE  REFUGEE  DEPARTMENT,  TRANSVAAL. 


Ck>8T  OF  Gamps  fob  Month  of  Notbmbbr,  1901. 


Heftds  of  Ezpenditnre. 


Salaries  of  Staff        

Natives*  Wages         

Rations  : — Meal,  Mealies  and  Kafir  Cornf.. 

Sftlv    •••  •••  •••  •>•  •• 

J?U61*«*  ■••  •••  •••  •• 

'Transport       ...        ...        ...        ...        .. 

Medicines,  Medical  Comforts  and  other  Medical 

"Sanitary  Charges      

Stationery  and  Printing      

Miscellaneous  

Total  Cost  for  Month  


Charges 


£      «.  d. 
2,026  18  10 

595    5    2 


1,407  10  1 
24  4  6 
19  13    9 


£      8.  d. 


2,622    4    0 


1,451    8    4 
2    2    0 

40  15  4 
13  IG  3 
76    7    0 

41  7  10 


4,248    0    9 


H.  Hugh  Cowib,  Captain, 
Native  Refugee  Department,  Transvaal. 


Johannesburg,  26th  December,  1901. 


NATIVE  REFUGEE  DEPARTMENT,  TRANSVAAL, 

SUMICABT  OF  RBFUOBBS. 


— 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

1 

ToteL 

Refugees  on  Register 

7,472 

10,591 

21,260 

39,323 

Births  daring  month     

— 

•.• 

50 

50 

Deaths  daring  month 

39 

83 

.  834 

956 

Desertions  daring  month         

16 

18 

35 

69 

Rbfugbbb  IK  Emplotmbitt. 


'OoTemment  Employment       

Private  Employment 

Employed  by  Camp  Superintendents 

3,254 
654 
681 

3 
148 

114 

152 

6 

3,371 
954 

■68; — 

Total  in  Employment 

4,589 

151 

272 

5,012 
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Refugbbs  Living  in  Camp. 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Rationed  on  Payment  at  18s.  ...    _.._.  .    „.., 

311 

446 

1,302     .. 

.  2,059  _ 

Rationed  on  Payment  at  7s.  W 

1,172 

4,640 

9,553 

15,365 

Rationed  Free  J 

1,056 

2,703 

5,119 

8,878  " 

Total  Rationed 

2,539 

7,789  . 

15,974 

26,302 

Not  Rationed      

1,936 

2,697 

5,078 

■     9.711 

Total  Living  in  Camp 

4,475  ■ 

10,48iS 

21,0)2 

86,013 

Johannesburg, 

December  26, 1901. 


H.  Hugh  Cowib,  Captain, 
Superintendent,  Native  Refugee  Department,  Transvaal. 


No.  8. 

High  Commissioner  LORD  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Telegram. 
(Received  2.33  a.m.,  March  8,  1902.) 

7th  March.  No.  231.  Your  telegram  of  4th  March,  No.  1.*  Specificatioii  of 
hut  for  Orange  River  Colony  was  telegraphed  to  you  14th  February,  when  I  asked 
for  quotation.  I  am  awaiting  your  answer  before  ordering.  Maxwell  has  called  for 
tenders  locally  for  wood,  iron,  &c.,  for  Transvaal  huts  where  the  walls  will  be  built  by 
burghers  themselves  of  sun-dried  bricks.  Details,  went  to  you  in  despatch  of  28th 
February,  meanwhile  substitution  of  huts  for  tent  is  being  carried  out  as  far  as  possible 
with  present  material.  Few  hospitals  are  now  in  tents.  As  far  as  I  can  foresee  I  have 
made  provision  for  the  winter.  I  will  communicate  with  you  if  further  requirements 
arise. 


APPEIJDIX 
REFUGEE  CAMPS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Statistics  for  Month  of  February,  1902. 


• 

White. 

-    White  (deaths). 

Hen. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

CMldren. 

TotaL 

Natal          ...        

Cape  Colony         

Orange  River  Colony      

Transvaal 

2,624 

21 

7,006 

9,565 

7,554 

57 

15,953 

20,668 

... 
8;867 

196 

18;079 

23,315 

19,045 

274 

41,038 

53,548 

2 
Nil 
36 
30 

14 
Nil 
99 
66 

36 
Nil 
154 
201 

52 

Nil 
289- 
297 

Total 

19,216 

44,232 

50,457 

113,905 

68 

179 

391 

638 

These  fignres  have  been  compiled  in  the  office  of  the  High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa  from 
weekly  returns. 

.....  .No.  3. 
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IN 


SOUTH     AFRICA. 

(The  last  previous  fij/ures  will  be  found  in  [Cd.  9H6],  March^  1902.) 


ircstntcl)  to  both  |jo«BCs  of  iadiamcnt  bg  Coimiiimb  of  ^is  c^ajcstg. 

AprU,  1902. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED    FOR    HIS    MAJESTY'S    STATIONERY    OFFICE, 

Bt  darling  &  SON,  Ltd.,  34-40,  Bacon  Steeet,  E. 


And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  throuj^h  any  Bookseller,  irom 

EYRE  &  SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Haeding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.G., 

and  32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.  : 

or  OLIVER  &  BOYD,  Edinbttrgh  ; 

or  E.  PONSONBY,  116,  Grafton  Street,  Dubllv. 

1902! 
[Cd.  939.]     Price  \d. 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


SOUTH    AFRICA. 


STATISTICS 


OF   THE 


REFUGEE     CAMPS 


IN 


SOUTH    AFKICA. 


ORANGE  RIVER  COLONY. 
January  Return. 


Gamp. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Aliwal  North      

827 

1,814 

1,873 

4,514 

23 

Bloemfontein      

979 

2,318 

2,652 

5,949 

127 

Brandfort             

629 

1,647 

1,867 

4,143 

100 

Bethulie 

638 

1,645 

1,805 

4,088 

139 

Heilbron  ..          

545 

1,134 

1,199 

2,878 

82 

Harrismith          

210 

566 

694 

1,470 

32 

Kroonstad            

649 

1,429 

1,467 

3,545 

95 

Kimberley           

641 

1,179 

1,649 

3,469 

13 

Norvars  Pont      

672 

1,225 

1,288 

3,185 

19 

Springfontein      

422 

987 

1,183 

2,592 

31 

Yredefort  Road 

310 

722 

855 

1,887 

4] 

Winburg 

484 

1,117 

1,377 

2,978 

42 

Oi-ans:e  River      

226 

605 

875 

1,706 

11 

Totals       

7,232 

16,3^« 

18,784 

42,404 

7r).-» 

11619—2500—4/1902    G  313     Wt 


D  k  S 


A  2 
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ORANGE    RIVER    COLONY. 
Fkbbuart  Return. 


Gamp. 

Men 

Women. 

Chndren. 

Total. 

Dntk 

Aliwal  North 

815 

1,789 

'  1,868   • 

4,472 

16 

Bloemfontein 

966 

2,299 

2,615 

5,S8(> 

:a 

Brandforfc           

624 

1,634 

1,832 

4,090 

« 

Bethulie 

629 

1,630 

1,784 

4,043 

$! 

Heilbron            

544 

1,127 

1,188 

2^59 

IS 

Harrismith        

93 

238 

277 

608 

4 

Kroonstad          

626 

1,416 

1,458 

3,.500 

31 

Kimberley         

639 

1,203 

1,661 

3,503 

12 

Norval'sPont 

703 

1,3.^.5 

1,421 

.    .3,479 

V 

Springf ontein 

415 

981 

1,177 

2,573 

24 

Vredefort  Road 

303 

716 

852 

1,871 

14 

Winburg 

423 

963 

1,175 

2,561 

.•il 

Orange  River     

226 

602 

871 

1,699 

13 

Totals      ... 

■ 

7,006 

15,9r)3 

18,179 

41,138 

289 
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TRANSVAAL. 

Statistical  Return  o£  Inmates,  Sick,  and  Deaths  in  Transvaal  Burgher  Camps,  Mraitfc 

ending  February  28,  1902. 


Census,  February  28th,  1902. 

1 

1       Average  Daily  Sidk. 

1 

Per 

Cent. 

;  Sick. 

1 

Total  Deaths. 

Gamps. 

H 

1 

i 

'1      1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

0 

Barberton        ...        

1,588 

241 

590 

702 

13 

2 

5 

6 

0-8 

5 

— 

5 

- 

Balmoral         

2,433 

414 

953 

1,066 

280 

18 

55 

167 

9-4 

24 

1 

5 

IS 

Belfast 

1,474 

268 

559 

647 

44 

8 

18 

18 

2-9 

12 

1 

4 

7 

Heidelburg      

2,202 

477 

811 

914 

20 

2 

11 

7 

0^ 

12 

2 

2 

» 

Irene 

4,062 

946 

1,470 

1,646 

145 

25 

87 

83 

3-5 

15 

1 

2 

It 

Johannesburg 

2,211 

483 

819 

909 

23 

3 

7 

13 

1-04 

8 

— 

2 

& 

Klerksdorp      

3,983 

506 

1,636 

1,841 

80 

9 

20 

51 

2-0 

46 

3 

11 

3? 

Krugersdorp 

3,848 

903 

1,433 

1,512 

150 

9 

28 

113 

3-8 

22 

1 

7 

14 

MeoitjeS'Kop 

826 

57 

126 

143 

21 

5 

9 

7 

6-4 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Middelborg     

5,171 

1,132 

1,946 

2,093 

47 

9 

25 

13 

•9 

16 

2 

6 

fr 

Mafeking        

4,828 

798 

1,763 

1,767 

59 

6 

26 

27 

1-8 

21 

9 

8 

» 

Nylstroom       

1,623 

290 

639 

694 

11 

1 

4 

6 

•6 

8 

1 

1 

6 

Potchefstroom           

6,786 

1,023 

2,216 

2,547 

63 

10 

23 

30 

1-0 

25 

2 

4 

19* 

Standerton      

3,429 

774 

1,317 

1,338 

257 

37 

117 

108 

7-2 

37 

3 

3 

SI 

Yereeniging 

955 

187 

863 

405 

53 

6 

21 

36 

5-5 

8 

— 

2 

1 

Volksrnst        

3,788 

919 

1,425 

1,444 

271 

43 

130 

98 

7-1 

25 

2 

6 

17 

Vrvburg          

1,776 

357 

688 

736 

55 

9 

19 

27 

8-0 

8 

1 

5 

2 

48,728 
95 

9,775 

18,549 

20,404 

1,542 

202 

555 

785 

81 

«.  i 
1 

287 

29 

1 

68 

190 

Ljrdenburg  Militery  Post    ... 

1 

— 

20 

75 

—       - 

1 
Pretoria  Belief          

1,230 

107 

436 

687 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

-    ,    - 

1 
Johannesburg  Belief i 

2,984 

249 

1,039 

1,646 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  ' 

— 

1 

—       — 

Vryheid  Military  Post         ... ' 

i 

108 

11 

34 

63 

— 

— 

— 

— 

__  ( 

1 

-  : 

—       — 

1 

Vryburg  (Town)       

195 

38 

70 

87 

— 

— 

—  ." 

— 

—  '' 

— 

—    ' 

—       - 

Pietersburg* 

434 

66 

168 

200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—    , 

— 

"190 

Total     

53,724 

10,246 

20,316 

23,162 

1,642  1 

1 

202 

555 

785 

81 

287 

29 

68 

1 

Bepresents  Town  Belief  and  families  of  Burghers  serving  with  the  Troops. 
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CAPE    COLONY. 
Return  op  Exiles  in  Camp  at  Port  Elizabeth  for  Month  of  February,  1902. 


^hite  :— 
Men     ... 
Women 
Children 


No.  in 
Camp. 


21 

57 

196 


Average 

No.  of 

Sick 

per  week. 


5 
25 


Deaths. 


Nil 

Nil 
Nil 


Births. 


Rate  of 
Mortality 

among 
Children 


Boy 
Girl 


Nil 
Nil 


Nil 
Nil 


Remarks. 


NATAL. 
Return  for  Month  of  February,  1902. 




Population. 

Deaths. 

Ladysmith       

1,044 

1 

Colenso           

2,871 

3 

Howick           

3,.330 

5 

Retermaritzburg       

2,263 

5 

% 

Merebank        

8,342 

36 

Jacob's 

1,094 

1 

Eshowe           

231 

1 

19,175 

52 

GENERAL. 

Provisional  Statistics  for  March  (March  1  to  March  29),  1903. 


White. 

White  (deaths). 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Totel. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Natal 

3,010 

8,400 

9,311 

20,721 

7 

12 

49 

cs 

•Cape  Colony         

21 

59 

195 

275 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Orange  River  Colony      

6,528 

14,946 

16,407 

37,941 

23 

60 

96 

179 

Transvaal 

10,662 

19,546 

22,363 

52,571 

24 

36 

95 

155 

Total 

20,221 

42,951 

48,336 

111,508 

54 

.108 

240 

402 

These  figures  have  been  compiled  in  the  office  of  the  High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa  from 
weekly  returns,  and  have  been  received  by  telegrapli. 


Digiti: 


zed  by  Google 


•     LONDON: 

FBINTBD    FOB    HIS    M AJEETTY'S    STATIONEBT    OFFICE. 
By  DABUNG  4  80N,  Ltd.,  84-40,  BAOor;  Snwnr.  B. 


1902. 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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